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THE KU-KLUX CONSPIRACY. 



This report consista of thirteeu volumes. 

Volume I eontaius the report of tlio coiiiiuittoe aud the views of the minority. 

Volume II contains the testimouy taken by the committee iu relatiou to Korth Caro- 
lina, aud the report of the trials iu the United States circuit court held at Raleigh, 
Korth Carol iua. 

Volumes III, IV, aud V coutain testimony ta];en l>y the eommittee iu relation to 
South Catoliiia, and the lopoiii of the trials in the United States circuit court held at 
Columbia, South Carolina. Index to tliu three volumes is contained la volume III. 

Volumes VI aud VII contaiu testimony taken hy the committee in relation to Geor- 
gia. Index is contained in volume VI. 

Volumes VIII, IX, aud X contain testimony taken hy the committee iu relation to 
Alabama. Index is coittaiued in volnine VIII. 

Volumes XI and XII contain testimony taken by the committee iu relation to Mis- 
sissippi. Index is contained in volume XI. 

Volume XIII coutains miscellaneous testimony taken by tlie committee, testimony 
in relation to Florida, and miscellaneous documcuts. 
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i]sj^r)EX. 



MiaOELLANEOUB. 

FLOWERS, AKDREW J., (colored,) festmonj of 41-50 

resident of Ciiattanooga, Tennessee, since lyfi;") 41 

born in Georgia, and lived there till iS65 ; learued tlio trade of uooperiOK within 
the last two or three years ; elected justice of the peace August 4, 1S70 i two 
wbite men elected jastices ot' the peace at the same lime 4S 

TJBilefl a sister (who was leachiQg scbool afrWhiteside, fourteen miles west of 
Chattanooga) June 17, 1S71 1 that night a crowd of masked men with pistols 
in their handa entered his room, after he had gone to bed, and look Mm oot and 
carried Mm nearly a mile from the house 43 

made him take off his coat and vest, gave him twenty-five blows with hickories 
seven or eight feet long, and made him promise 1o resign Ms office of justice of 
the peace ; three men whipped him ; was told by tiiem that they had nothing 
against him, but tbey did not intend to have a "nigger" holding office, and 
that tbey whipped him because he had had the impudence to run for office 
against a while man 43 

was stopping at the house of Birch Orerby, who had been whipped twice, the 
last time within two months previous : did not know the men who whipped 
him, (witness;) supposed there were fifteen or sixteen of them, ali disguised, 
with red, white, or black gowns, and a sort of face and cap joined together, 
with eye and mouth boles ; they were all armed j did not waka up till they 
were in the house; supposed tbey lived in the vicinity 44 

they whipped Overby because he notified an old man that tbe Ku-Klui were 
coming, and because he had been given ajob of work In preference to awhile 

the disguised men went with witness back to the honse after they had whipped 
him, and told bim if he did not keep his promise they would kill him the next 
time they got hold of him : three colored men whipped and one killed by dis- 
guised men, in spriugof 1871, at Wauhatcbie Station, sii miles west of Chat- 
tanooga ,, ^ ., 45 

the man who was kiUed was son-in-law of Isaac Beeson ; Beeson was after- 
ward whipped, and was told it was because he was gettiDg almost too saucy 40 

in January or February, 1671, Joe Coultor was whipped because he had mar- 
ried a white woman ; about same time another man was whipped, (has since 
died,) because he had had a dispute with a white man ; another man whipped 
by disguised men June, 1871 47 

a while man by the name of Brnbaker was badly wliipped by disguised men, 
because he had separated from his wife 4S 

never saw band of disguised men hnt once ; the general understanding of the 
commanity is that the object is to intimidate voters, as they are always worst 
about time of elections; colored men havebeen told, "Yon vote that ticliet and 
you will be Ka-Klused to-night ;" colored people are afraid of the Ku-Klus 46 

the great mass of colored people want lo vote the republican ticket 48, 49 

witness was in Chattanooga in 18€6, and recollects the canvass far governor ; 
Mr. Elheridge, the democratic candidate, was not mobbed 49 

does not remember hearing that any democratic meeting was broken up by tbe 
militia , 4i),50 

thinks the democrats broke up one meeting in Chattanooga; rather a hard 
thing for a colored man to vole the democratic ticket when colored men are 
pjesent; have known colored men to be deceived by being giveu wrong 

tickets 50 

FOREEST, N. B., testimony of 3-41 

resident of Memphis, Tennessee 3 

president of two railroads, now consolidated 4 

in 1366 engaged in planting ; in 1867 president of fire insurance compauy i in 
1S68 went into the railroad businaas 35 

concerning letter of correspondent of Cincinnati Commercial^ purporting to 
give an account of an interview with witness, and his statements about the 
Ku-Klus in Tennessee and the South 4,5,19,20,25 
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II INDEX. 

FORREST N. B., testimony of—Continnea. 

obtained a knowledge of the Ku-Kiux, by some called "Pale Faces," of a man 
named Saunders, tlien a Tosideot of Mississippi, and who afterward died of 

Eiiaon ill Asheville, North Carolina; understood it was an offitat to Loyal 
e^uea 6 

the Kn-Elux were first organized in the lattar part of 1867, or early in IfiftS; ciU- 
zens of SouthBiu States belonged to the organization ; members of the order it 
was iQmored rode in disguise ; men were killed in Tennessee and Mississippi 
by bauds of men in disguise \ heard of a case of Ku-Klui in 1867 in Holly 

Springs, Mississippi , 7 

heard of a man being taken fromj^l and hung in Greensborough, Alabama.- 7,8 

killing of Boyd, at Entaw, Alabama 8 

received anonymously a constitution of the order 8 

burned the copy of constitution or prescript 8, 10 

it was the constitution of a secret organization ; the name of the order not 
printed, but place indicated by stars where the name was to be inserted ; the 

copy received was mailed from some place in Middle Tennessee 9 

it was called a prescript, and provided for subordinate camps, lodges, or di- 
visions 10 

declines to give the name of any member of the organization ; prescript referred 
to a ritna!, and there were signs and pass-words ; have seen the signs used for 
purpose of recognition betwcenindividuals ; cannot give any of the signs .. 11 
received the signs from Sanuders ; exerted infiuence to suppress the organiza- 
tion: saw and recognized the signs in Tennessee . 13 

have heard of men being whipped for stealing, fut whipping their wives, and 
negroes whipped for committing outrages ; utideretood that the men who 
killed Boyd in Alabama were disguised ; understood that men in Tennessee 
were disguised, some with masks, some with high caps, and with black or 
red pDwns, or white sheets : do not thiuk there was any uniform ; have not 
lead the correspondent's article in the Cincinnati Commercial concerning in- 
terview with witness since shortly after its pnbUcation 13 

have been actively engaged tor some years in building rtulroads, and establish- 
ing factories and founderi^B 14 

concerning proclamation of Gtovernor Brownlow calling out the militia 14,15 

the organization of Ku-Elai gotten up for protection of the people ; disbanded 

in latter part of 1863 15 

did not vote in 1863; was disfranchised 16 

shand of men in 1371 troubled Judge Blackford, in Greensborough,AlabamB.16,17,13 
attack on Flouinoy, in Pontine, Mississippi, by a band of disguised men^ one 

of whom was killed 17 

accepted parole at time of surrender, and was pardoned by President Johnson 

in 1868; made application to Governor Sharkey to obtain pardon 19,20 

has not been in good health since the war _ 21 

does not know where the Ku-Elux originated or who started it ; think it origi- 
nated in Middle Tennessee ; beard of the Knights of the White Camelia, but 

never was a membei; i joined the Pale Faces in J867, in Memphis 33 

never was in a meeting of Pale Faces bat once or twice ; do not recollect any 

of the signs, grips or pass-woids .1 33 

object of the organizaUon was te prevent a war of races, and a general slaugh- 
ter of women and children 24,29 

those who were in the rebel army aud afterward joined the republicans are gen- 
erally called "scalawags;" men from the North are called "carpet-baggers" 25 

suppressed the order of Pale Faces 27 

eatisfied the order does not aowesist 30 

witness is shown prescript of * * , and at first admits its general resem- 
blance to copy of prescript received by him in 1867; afterwards expresses 

doubts 28 

negroes generally submissive and qniet 29 

men (^character and position organized to prevent disorders 39,30 

difiiculty at Crawfordsville, Mississippi, between citizens and negroes 31 

letter of correspondent of Ciccionati Commercial giving detMIs of interview 

with witness 33,33,34 

letter of witness correcting account of correspondent 35 

prescript of * * 35-41 

FEENCH, JOHSK., testimony of 50-53 

Sergeant.at-arms of the United States Senate ; has been engaged in summon- 
ing witnesses to appear before the joint select committee on alleged outrages 
in the late insurrectionary States 50 
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FRENCH, JOHN P tafltimony of— Continued 

purticulara eon emmg his ffort toBecarPtheattendanced 'U L '^a mderi of 

North Carolina 
same m regard (o J W Avery ot Sotitii Carol oa 

samo in regard to F N Sturdwicb of North Carol na 51 

same iu regard t John Manmn;, jr and D Schenck of ^orth Caiohna 
EEEMELIN, CHiBLES testimony of 

resident of Cincinnati Ohio coneapondent of Cincinnati Cotnmerdiil 
farmer and merchant and now hvingon a small country place 
traveled throueh the htates ol Kentncky, Teunesf^e, Sonlh Carolina, Georgia, 
Alabama, MissiBsippi, and Louisiana ; visited editors of democratic papers, 
particularly editors of German papela; viBiled Alexander H. Stephens, and 
saw Herschet V. Johnson, and Mr. Toombs ; travel coufiued principally to rail- 
road and the larger cities and towns ; fonnd the taws well executed ; visited 

two plantations near New Orleans where coolies were at work 

a great deal of irritation and dissatisfaction of a political nature through the 
entire Sonth; thepeoplodissatiefied with the way the Government has treated 
them ; the condition of affairs in South Carolina was represented to witness 
to be almost inEufferable ; property offered for sale at less than the appraised 

value ; no intention to go back into rebellion 

the Soatb is settling down into a comfortable social condition ; saw Mr. Treu- 
holm in Charleston, and Mr, Semmes iu Mobile ; did not visit the troubled 
districts in South Carolina 

FLOBIDA. 



AfBdari of Samue! Fleiscbman ... 

African Methodist Episcopal convontiOQ 

Aloclioa County, disturbance at ileclion m 

Aiaehuft County, negro hangod in 

Alachua County, oatrages in (see Killed Shot and Whipped ) 

Alachua Coanty, political complexion of 

Allison, , killed ia Madison Cnnnty 1871 

Amnesty. - . , . 

Arms tor State militia taken from railroad tram and destroyed 
Ashley, , killed in La Fayette County !*?! 



Baker Conn ty, outrages in, (see Whipped.) 

Baker County, political complexion ot 68 

BibboD, George C, killed in Alachua County, 1867 968 

Bimey, William H., attack upon, IKO 159,!6J,20l 

BISBEE, H,. jr., teslimony of 305,306 

thirty-two years old ; bominMmne; residentof Jacksonville, Florida; attor- 
ney at law, and United States district attorney for northeia district of 

Florida 305 

character and acts of Jndge Long 305 

no more infamous man than Judge Long in Florida '. - 306 

Bonds, nmroad 910,249,250,251,252,302 

Bradley, Wiliey, killed in Alachua Coanty, 1868 268 

Bryan, William, shot in Jackson County, 1869 80,290 

Bryant, , killed in Madison County, 1870 135 

BKYAKT, HOMER, (colored,) testimony of 302-305 

about fifty-eight years old ; bom in North Carolina ; lived InFloridafortwenty 

years, and in Jackson Connty for about fifteen years 302 

threats to kill witness because he was a leading republican > 302 

sixty or sevenly-five murders in Jackson County ; murder of Dr. Finlayson 
and Mr. Dickinson; colored man and child killed while going to a picnic.. !!03 

particulars concerning murder of Mr. Dickinson... 304 

BRY80N, WILLIAM, testimony of 258-960 

sixty years old ; born in Korth Carolina ; resident of Suwannee County, and 

judge of third judicial district of Florida , 958 

not much of a republican; in one sense not a radical ; not a democrat 960 

the administration of the laws hindered by an organization generally termed 
Ku.Klux ;' was told some of the signs and secrets by a man in Columbia 
County 258 
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IT INDEX. 

BHTSON, WILLIAM, testimony of— Continued. ^^' 
the Ku-Elux organizatiou is in the interest of the democratic party ; Mr, Alii 

Bonlsillecl 253 

bumin^a of atorea, &c .. , i 127 

C. 

Calhoun County, disturbance at election in 143 

Calboun County, James Yerty, killed in, 1871 83,190 

CHILDS, J.W,, testimony of 291-29^ 

tbirCy-six years i>ld ; bom in New York; resident of Gainesville, Alachua 

County; nierchaut ; deputy marshal for the last year and a half 291 

came to Florida in 1866: was in the United States service dunne the war; 

deputy tax-collector for the State, and deputy United States marAial.. 293 

white executing piocess in Columbia County wua resisted by the parties, who 

drew pistols 291 

two of the party have Dot yet been arrested ; one came in and gave himself up ; 
bave reason to suppose there is a Kn-Elus organization, bat no positive 
Isnowledge of the fact; some nine or ten murders committed in Hamilton County 
during LtiSS and 1969, for which no arrests have been mode ; last winter a 
mob in Alachua County took a colored man from jail and hnng him ; a 

colored man was shot a few weeks ago 299 

has been forcibly resisted but once while serving process 392 

a body of armed men drove the repablicans from the polls at election of Novem- 
ber, 1870 293 

Clay County, oatrajj^ in, (see Whipped.) 

Clay County, political complexion of 59 

Colored schools 96,ff7,99, 102, 106, 168,253 

Colored voters, feeling inregaidto - 95,10a,ie9,196,2<)7,310 

Columbia County, disturbance of election in 148,165,225,261 

Columbia County, outrages iu, (see Silled and Whipped.) 

CONE, FLORIDA E, testimony of 72,75 

born in Darien, Mcintosh County, Geoi^ia; twenty-seven years old; nowre- 

siding iu Jacksonville, Florida 72 

wifeof K.W. Cone; at the lime her husband was whipped, she was knodted 
down and kicked by disguised men, and her hair pulled,' they took her 
husband out of doors, and pulled his ni^bt-shlrt up over his bead and arms ', 
when she started to follow her husband, William Tyson threalened tij blow her 
brains out if she did not remain in the house; Kindred GriSs dragged her 
across the floor of her room, and has not yet been arrested ; ber husband was 
away from the house about three-quarters of an hour ; his hack was covered 
with stripes and cut as with a buckle ; supposed he was whipped with a ^tir- 

rap-leather - - 73 

the neighbors heard their cries, but did not come to their relief; there were 
seven or eight in the crowd ; it was on the 24th of June, 1S71 ; four of 
the party have been arrested and put nnder bonds; made htr statement 

brfore the United States commissioner - 74 

those of the crowd she recognized were men who stood well with the people of 



that community ; they were laboring n 
'" " "■ * ■■ jnyof... 



CONE, K. W., testimony OL 

bornDecemberI0,1836, inUeorgia; carpenter by trade ; came to Jacksonville, 
Juneaa, 1871; had lived in Baker County, Florida, since October, 1868.... 

was a petit juror of thit district court, and a I'epuhliuan 

on the night of June 24, 1671, a band of twenty or more disguised men came 
to his house, between 10 and 1 1 o'clock, broke open the door, came in'o his 
bed-room, and one knocked him down with a elnh, and also struck bis wife 
with a club ; took him oat of doors, pulled his night-shirt up over his head 
and arms, carried him away trom the house, laid him across a log, while one 
had bold of each arm, one hold of his head, and another of his feet; they 
whipped him with a leather strap, supposed to be a Btirrup-Ieather with the 
bai^le«Q; chai^^ bim with being a witness in a United States conrt gainst 
a white man, and being in favor ot negroes voting ; asked him if he kept a 

black girl 

went home, sold out his place for what he conld get, went to Jacksonville, and 
made complaint before aoommissioner ; received over ahundred blows; had 
three children, and his wife wa{ pregnant at the time: got out a warrant and 

had four of the parties arrested 

could not obtuin justice in the Stale courts, as the disgnised men swear for 
each other and clear themselves i most of the white people in Baker County 
speak in favor of the Kn-Elux. or regulators, as they are called there ; two 
others, Smith and Ociffis, whipped about six weeks before 
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CONE,E. W-.testimoByof— Continoea. 

have not voted since election for governor in 1S66 | Baker County is three- 
fourtha ivhUe and democratic ; a few negroes vote the democratie ticket ; no 

uorltern men in (Jie county 68 

ivhile at Pilatka was notified by "K. K. K." to leave In twenty-four bours ; 
four or five montbE after going to Baker County, received, a notice to leave in 
ten days ; prepared bioiself and let it be known, and was not troubled until 

he was whipped ; was on the United States jury in Jackeonvills 70 

it was a mixed jury ; do not know the politics of the jurors ; in IS6I was living 
in Jacksonville; in May, 18(il, went to Baker County and remained thero un- 
til tbe confederate congress passed a conscript law, to evade which went to 
a commissary depot and got a contract to grisd meat and flour for the govern- 
ment ; ii) tatter part of 1863, confederate congress passed another conscript 
law, and t« evade it took an agency on the railroad ; in 1864, confederate 
troops arrested him and sent him to the army in Virginia, where he remained 

four weeks 71 

went into the confederate army as a conscript; was not in any battle, and sec- 
ond lime on picket crossed the lines and remaioed north until the close of the 
war ; took no oath to the confederate government ; did some writing for offi- 
cers; made out pay-roll 73 

Cone, R, W., whipped in Baker County, 1671 65,73,74 

(;o_v, George, shot in Jackson County, J869 145,280 

Cutumings, Christopher, killed in Alachua County, 1870 368 

D. 

Democratic clab 1.^6-164,236-340,965,266,393,2^,998 

DENNIS, L. a, testimony of 367-373 

thirty years old ; born in Massachusetts ; resident of G^nesville, Alachua 
Count)-, Florida, since January, 1868; deputy collector of United States 

revenue and State senator 267 

came to Florida from Massachnsetts in 1866: was in the Army daring the war; 
engaged in planting when first came to Florida ; State collector of revenue 

for 1870 270 

there are strong prejudices ^(unst colored people, and against norlhern people 

who are republicans ; a great many murders committed-; 267 

letter of wilne&s to secretary of state of Florida, pving account of outrages 

committed in Alachua County since reeonstraction 267,S68 

list of murders committed, with dates; four or five persons tried formnrder and 

acquitted: threatening letters to wiCnesB, ^gned"K.K.K" 968 

a political meeting tired mto by a mob, and three colored men shot 369 

the vote of the county is about 3,000 270 

colored voters 600 majority; republican majority abont 1,000; 700 in 1870, 
about J. 300 in 1666: did not recognize the handwriting of Ku-Klux letters; 
believes there is a Ku-Klai: organization in the county, and that tbe letters 

emanated from that organization 271 

there was a mock trial of witness in the street of Lake City, at midnight, by 

persons representing Ku-Klux 271 , 279 

Dickinson, J. Q.,kiUed in Jackson County, 1871. ...78, 85, 111, 148, 193, 198, 306, 217,221, 

303,309 

Dickinson, J. Q., letters from 76,221,239,290,291 

Dickinson, J.Q., testimony concerning character of 84,199,232 

Disturbances at eleclions in Calhoun County 148 

at elections in Columbia County 148,165,^5,361 

at elections in Gadsden County 76,77,67, 187 

at elections in Hamilton County ,.- -- - 149 

at eleclions in Jackson County - 309 

at elections in Jefferson County 103,104 

at elections in Madison County - .- 127, 132 

DOUGLAS, SAMUEL J., testimonyof. 393-303 

infifty-eighthyearof age; bom in Virginia ; resident of Tallahassee, Florida ; 

ajlawyer 993 

appointed by President Tyler judge of United Slates court for Florida when 

twenty-seven years of age 396 

went into the lebelUon, and appointed coniederate military judge at Mobile ; dis- 
abilities removed by Congress 397 

belonged to democratic club in Tallahassee nearly three years ago ; continued 
a member for six or eight months ; the club disbanded on recommendation 
of witness ; it was a semi-military organization, and had a written consecu- 
tion; is showncopy of conEtltutiou,(turnished, hy Frank Myers) and thinks 
it is snbstantiiilly the same as coustitulion of democratic club at Tall ' 
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DOUGLAS, SAMUEL J., tesHmony of— Conliaued. 

explanatioD of provisions of the uoustitution and objects of the organizatioD. S95, 2!48 

opinion of Jmi^Long - 396 

justice ia impartially adminislered lo ail classes 299 

any InefGcieucj in execntion of laws caused by naat of proper officers; can- 
vass of Tot«3 at last election , .;. 300 

tssarioD aotl State iadebtedness 301 

issae of railroad bondB 303 

E. 

Edwards, , Mlled in La Fayette County, ISTl 197 

Elections, disturbances at, (see Disturbances at elections.) 

Execution of the laws 114, 1(5,208, '.>58, 299, 300, 310 



I'errymac liiUed 77,6! 

Finances and taxes of tlie State 

FinlaysoQ, Dr., killed in Jackson County, 1869 ...78,94,11 

Fleisclimiin, Samuel, affidavit of oa 

Fieischman, Samuel, killed in Jackson County, 1869 79,81,145,189,217 

FORSON, EOBEET. testimony of 307,308 

twenty-three years old ; bom in Georgia ; resident for fifteen years of Colum- 
bia County, Florida; a farmer - 307 

on the nisht of Jnly 2, 1870, a party of men took him from bis father's house, 

stripped him, and whipped him with a leather strap 307 

the parties have been arrested, tried, and acquitted 308 

Forsou, Eobert. whipped in Columbia County, 1870 164,307 

FORTUNE, EMAMUEL, (colored.) testimony ot 94-101 

going on thirty-nine years old; bornin Jackson County, and.now lives in Jack- 
sonville ; formerly aslioem^er, nowacarpeuter ; lenjackaon County, May, 
1869, on account of threats : was a member of State constitutional conven- 
tion and of State legislature -- .- 94 

bom and raised a slave ; learned te read before the war, and after the war 

learned lo write — 95 

began te learn to write in 18G7; was elected to constitutional convention in 
1863 ; ejected to the legislature from Jackson County, with Major Furman and 

Mr. McMillan, white, and Mr. Robinson, colored '. . 97 

term in legislature expired November, 1B70 .. 93 

in Jackson County Dr. Finlayson was killed and Major Pnrman shot ; Calvin 
Rogers, colored, killed ; three men called out of their houses and shot; some 
shot through cracks of their houses, others shot as they were going te tbeir 

bouses: prison guard and two citizens killed 94 

general feeling in Jackson County against colored men voting ; liarnes, who 
ran against Hamilton for Congress, said colored men had no rights while men 
are bound to respect ; no one in Jackson County punished for outrages ; be- 
lieves there is an organization to kill off leading republicans ; schools inter- 
fered with since emancipation - - 95 

bad a man from New Orleans lo teach school ; some soldiers were detailed to 
teach ; never bad any public schools, only private schools supported by the 
colored people; schools not interfered with lately ; colored people cannot buy 

small parcels of land in Jackson County 96 

the State has made provision for system of public schools, but none has yet 

about 1,200 or 1,400 colored voters ia Jackson County, out of a total voting 
population of 2,100; witness took a leading part in politics in the county, 
and twice canvassed the Slate ; has not been inlerl'ered with directly ; there 
was some disturbance wben holding a public meeting with Colonel Hamilton 
in Walton County 93 

soldiers of the Seventh United States Cavalry were detailed to teach school ; last 
troops removed from Jackson County soon after Dr; Finlayson was killed; 
never saw any disguised men ; young man shot in summer of 1868 or 1869 ; 
have heard of others being killed but cannot give their names -. 99 

have not heard anything said against selling land to negroes, but think that is 



tbe undorstaoding ; Major Furman was objected lo becanse 
nent republican leader; theie is the same olyeetjon to southern 

the republican party as agaiast northern men 

Foster, , killed in La Fayette County, 1S71 
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Frands, Timothy, killed in Columljia Connty, 1869 268 

Franklin, Hariy. killed in Alacliua County, 1868 968 

Freedinen's Bureau , 88,93,149,233,281 

G. 

Gadsden County, disturbances at election in .,, 7G,77, S7, 187 

Gadsden County, political complexion of 7^,88 

Gont, , killed 126 

GIBBS, J. C, (colored,) testimony of 330-^4 

- ■ ' ■ n in Phil - •■ ' "■ ■ ' 



ibrty-two years old ; born in Philadelphia ; resident of Tallahassee, Florida . . 

came to Florida in ]8(>7i liveddawnontheTivertillmadesecretary of state, and 
then removed to SteW capital ; lived in Philadelphia till sixteen or eighteen 
years old ; edacaled at Dartmouth College, and studied theology at Princeton, 
Hew Jersey; was there nearly two years, ae a regularly matriculated eta- 
dent, but did not graduate ; went to Philadelphia as pastor of a Presbyterian 
church ; when Qenei'al Bumside took New Berne was selected by Old-school 
Presbyterian Churdi to go thcra and open schools and churches ; operated in 
North and South Carolina till latter part of 161)7, and then came to Florida in 
with the school interest in Florida; member of constitutional 



delegate to convention of ministers and laymen of AfiicanCimrch 234 

have seen men supposed to bo Ku-Klui; one man said he was a member of 
the orgaoization, and a commissioner refused to take bis stal«riieut, because 
Ihe facts to which he would testjfy occurred before the passage of Kn-Klus 
law by Congress; murder of Dickinson; letter from Dickinson concerning 

affairs in Jackson County '. t^l 

the charge made against Dickinson after his murder was a slander ; it is a com- 
mon thing, after a republican has been hilled, to try and blacken his mem- 
ory by charging some offense upon him ; the number of murders indifferent 

tlie colored people in Florida are better off than in any other Southern State ; a, 
large class of poor whites are in a more hopeless condition in Florida than 
the blacks are ; during the war a class of Union men lived in Taylor and 
La Fayette Counties, who were raided upon by confederate troops and drivea 
off; threats made tbnt no Union man should live in those connties ; Dr. 
Kreminger killed ; colored schools doing well under the circumstances ; most 
of tbe teachers come from the Horth, but they are ostracized ; there is a 

change for tbe better in regard to colored people owning land 323 

at fiist election in Jackson County 200 white men voted republican ticket, which 
hod 800 majority ; at last election the republican majority was but two or 
three ; most of the white republicans have been killed or driven from the 

" '"" ~ "1 more than five white republicans voted in Jackson County at 

; compiled list of murders in different counUes from private let- 
i«3,^eueially from prominent men; the murders were committed sii^e the 

close of the war, and the aumbex is nndetstated .' 224 

Graabury, Oscar, kiUed in Jackson County,. 1869 79,140,290 

Green, James, killed in Columbia County, 1869 163,263 

Griffis, .whipped in Baker County, 1871 67 



Hall, Abram, killed in Jackson County, 1871 

HAMILTON, Hon. CM., testimony of 

Representative in Forty- first Congress 

drew up contracts for laborers in Jackson County, as essis 
Freedmei's Bureau 281,285,21 

particulars of examination of yonn^ ladies in Marianna, Jachson County, for 
desecrating graves of Union soldiers 2l 

articles from Marianna Courier. 283,21 

views concerning southern people... 

effect of course of Andrew Johnson ..j^. 

letters from Mr. I^ickinson concerning outrages in Jackson County 289,2! 

Hamilton County, disturbance at election in 

Hanging of a negro in Alachua County, 1871, (see Killed, Alex Morris.) 



°2i) 



anging of negroes in Hernando County, 

ar5d, Harry, ' .-^..-» ^- ......... ^ 

acock, Sandy. 
Hurl, lEenry, killed in Alachua County, J869. 



Id, Harry, son of. killed in Alachua County.. 
' " Ldy. killi " ■ 



n Alachua County, 1871 

Llachua County, J869.. 

Hurl, Joseph, killed in Alachua County, 1869. 
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IpswJEli, Ike, killed iq Columbia County, 1869.. 



Jacobs, Thomas, killed ia Columbia CoQttty, 1863 263 

Jackson County, disturbance at election in 309 

Jackson County, outrages in, (see Killed, Shot, and Whipped.) 

Jackson Conn r J, political complexion of 93,152,195,224 

Jefferson CouBty, disturbance at election in - 1U3, 104 

Jefferson County, pojiticaieompleiion of 105 

Jenkins, Jim. killed itt Alachua County, 1870-.- 268 

Johnaon, Cooley, killed in Alachua County, 1867 268 

JOHNSON, KG., testimony of 260-267 

thirty-one years old; born in North Carolina ; resident of Lake Cily, Colum- 
bia County, Florida ; doctor by profession ; member of the. State senate; 

resident of Lake City since 1867 260 

county commissioner of Columbia County for about sis months 266 

since he has been connected with political matters, for the last sixteen or 

eighteen months, not felt ranch security 260 

on day of election was threatened by armed men ; ^ves in full a threatening 

notice received in. the spring of 1871 261 

believe^ the author of the notice to be Martin P. Doby, a lawyer of Lake City ; 
it was postmarked Jacksonville; received another notice that was never 

shown to anyone .- ■ 363 

six or seven murders in Columbia Coud^: Themas Jacobs and Samson Wea- 
ver (colored) killed fall of 1868 ; LSsher Johnsou, (colored, ) spring of 1869 ; 
Timothy Francis, Ike Ipswieb, and James Green, (colored,) fail of 1869; 
Bob t J nes, (colored,) summer of 1870; Mahoney, republican member of 
^ 1 g 1 ture, killed ; Robert PtoIsdd and Isaac Bush, republicans, whipped ; 
m h 1 f Lake City shot at ; house of witness fired into ; ■ houses burned ; 
w h d d or three hundred colored men fled the county for safety; no 

p n p Ished for any of these crimes — 363 

pa ti 1 t attack on bouse of witness ; Martin, former sheriff,, resigned on 
n t t hreats, and would not consider it safe to tes^y before the com- 

m ttee believes there is a Ku-Klux organization in the county 264 

hi es t ginated from democratic clubs ; the character of Judge Long is 
very bad ; Frank Myers compelled to act against witness by threats ; Myers 
formerly a democrat ; concerning threatening letter received in spring of 187], 

and which witness caused to be published in a newspaper • 265 

there was one voting place in county at last election ; derived knowledge of 

democratic club from Frank Myers — 2G6 

one volJng place only for the county was established at county seat for better 
protection of colored people ; does not think colored people would he safe at 

country voting places - 267 

Johnson, Lisher, killed ih Columbia Cminty, 1809 263 

Jones, Robert, killed in Columbia County, 1870 263 

K. 
Killed r 

Allison , Madison County, 1871 116,196,259 

Ashley, , La Fayette County, 1871 179 

Bibbon, George, Alachua County, 1867 268 

Bradley, Willey, Alachua County, 1868 268 

Bryant, , Madison County, October, 1870 135 

Cummings, Christopher, Alachua County, 1870 268 

Dickinson, J. Q., Jackson County, April, 1871 78,85,111,148,192,198,206,217, 

33l,303,30!f 

Edwards, , La Fayette County, ,1371 179 

ferrymen L 77,89 

Knlayson, Dr., Jackson County, May. 1869 78,94,111,144, 147,188,317,303 

Fleisehman, Samuel. Jackson County, October, 1869 78,81,145,189,217 

Foster, , La Fayette County, 1871 179 

Francis, Timothy, Columbia County, 1869 363 

Franklin, Harry, Alachua County, 1868 366 

Gent, 126 

Granbury, Oscar. Jackson County. October, 1869 ,79,140,290 

Green, James, ColumbiaCounty, 1869 165,263 
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INDES. IX 

Killed— Con tinued. 

Hull, Abram, Jackson County 1B71 J73 

Harold, Harry, son of, Ahchua touQty US 

Hacock, Sandy, Alachua Coanty Se[tember IB 1 208 

Hurl, Henry, Alachua County 1869 2bt> 

Hurl, Joseph, Alachua County 18ff» * 2t)3 

Ipswich, Ike, Columbia County )«'* 20! 

Jacoba, Thomas, Columbia County 18GS 263 

Jenkins, Jim, Alachua County 1H70 2t)9 

Johnson, Cooley, Alacbna County lSfJ7 .!bS 

Johnson, Llsber, Colombia County 18b9 263 

Jones, fiobert, Columbia County IWO 263 

Kreminger, J. N., La Fayetto County October 1871 ]b8 1 ^3 

Loe, Jaeol), Alachua County 1667 M^ 

Livingston, Stewart, Jackson County 'teptember 1869 78 145 150 289 JOS 

Lucy, W. M . Alacl.ua Connty 197 2b8 

MoClellan, Miss Maesie Jackson Connty October 1869 78 145 150 l^H 207 

390 o09 

Maboney, , Columbia County 263 

Morris, Alexander, Alachua Constj January in 159 1(>3 225 263 293 

Nicbols, Maria, Jackson County October 1869 80 110 140 145 291 

Nichols, Matt, Jackson County October IP6J BO IIU 140 W, 291 

Nichols, Matt, jr., Jackson Couuty October 1869 faO 110 140 145 291 

Nichols, Oscar 1J3 

PerBonsnot named !!:> 117 "9 l'>0 145 179 27tS 

Prison guard and two colored men 94 1 8 

Qniet, , Madison Connly 126 

Rogers, Calvin, Jackson C o in ty October itm 80 94 11" 148 150 193 207 

Simontoii,- Harry, AlachuaCounly 1867 268 

Smith, Gordon, Alachua County November 1863 268 

Smith, Richard, Madison Connty 126 

Stephens, , Alacbua County Tiovember 18b8 "68 

Sullivau, Ciesar, Alachua County October 186b 268 

Tension, Oscar, Madison County I b 

Wasbiugton, Henry, Alachua County October 1371 2b3 

WeaTer,Saiiisoii, ColumbiaCounty 1868 .^bj 

Terty, James W., Calhoun County March 1871 81 110 

Young, Wyatt,Jackson Connty September 1«69 78 l4o 150 28) 303 

Kreminger, J. N,, killed in La Fayelte County October 18"! 168 177 033 

KKEMIHGEE. REBECCA N testimony of 176-1«4 

forly-one years old ) bora in Da Imglon District, Soutb Caiobna resident of 

La Fayette County, Flonda widow of late Dr Kreminger 17b 

lived in La Fayette County since December IBb 177 

her husband. Dr. John Newton Kren mger \ as a native ot Nor h Carol na and 
graduated in South Carolina was n the United Slate eervice as commissary 
sergeant; enlisted in Mi s ssippi was drafted in confederate service from 
South Carolina, but crossed the lines at first opportunity; was fifty-tbree years 
old 16th of September, 1871 ; was elected to tbe legislature, and when killed 
was county judge; was a member of Slate constitutional convention; was 
killed on uie morning of October 5, 1871, while sitting on the piazza of his 

house 177 

was shot by J. C. Poncher; Dr. Kreminger was a leading republican in the 
county ; witness believes other parties were privy to his being killed ; Dr. 
Kreminger was objectionable to others on account of his politics ; a true bill 

Las been found against Poncher for killing Dr. Kreminger 178 

he has not been arrested ; her husband told witness if be was killed it would 
be slyly; his was the eighth murder in little more than two years; Samuel 
Edwards, Mr. Ashley, and Mr. Foster, republicans, killed in 1871; a colored 
man was killed in Old Town by another colored man ; there are not many 

northern men in the county 179 

lived in Darlington District, South Carolina, at the commencement of the war, 
and came to Florida in 1865 ; Dr. Kreminger at once went into political life ; 
Poncher was clerk of the court for a time, and was removed through influ- 
ence of Dr.Kreminger,oIi account of acts in office 180 

the character of Poncher was bad ; he was a drink lug-man ; he shot Dr. Kre- 
minger about 7 o'clock in the inoming, from court-house window, forty yards 

distant 131 

witness" gave testimony before grand jury, and true bill was found against 
Poncher; Poncber was a democrat 182 
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X IMDE5. 

Page. 
KBEMINGER, EEBECCAN, lestimony of— Continued. 

tlie killing of Edwards and Foster was said to have been done by Dick Honter 
and Henry Parker, wlio were indicted ; have heard of the Ku-Klux and of 
people who bosBted of being Ku-Klux ; ihe murders committed are supposed 
to hare been by the Kn-Rlux or^^anization ; believes the murder of her hus- 

btttid was on acramnt of bis polities • 183 

bus no personal knowledge of Kn-Elux 184 

En-Klux outrages, (see Killed, Shot, and Whipped.) 

Ka-Klus threatening letters 70,85,129,261,262,268 



Land, sale of. to negroes 96,100,101,167 

Law, congressional Ku-Klus - - -. 93 

Laws, eieeution of 114,165,208,258,290,300,310 

Lee, Jacob, lulled in Alachua County, 1667 268 

LeOD County, political eompleiion of 'i'iO 

Lincoln Brotherbood 187,193 

Livingston, Stewart, killed in Jackson County, 1869 78,145,150,289,303 

LONG, T.T., testimony of 202-220 

appointed judge of fourth judicial circuit in 1670 1 before that time waa judge 
of the tbird circuit, and before that of the Suwannee circuit 30? 

pardoned by Congress, upon reeomnlendation of military officers, and is a re- 



disahilities removed by Congress ; bad been State senator in Geoi^ia, but held 
no office under the United States; was a secessionist and in tbe war; first 
came to Florida wben two or three years old ; removed wben about twenty 

years old, and came back in 1859 : 212 

was a democrat, afterward a secessionist, and since the war has acted with the 

republican party, Ull lately 313 

sentiment of the commnnity generally peaceable and orderly; northern men 
who behave themselves have no trouble; juries arc mixed, and colored jurors 
more inclined to convict than white jurors ; no discrimination in tbe courts on 
account of polities! colored men can obtain justice as well aa while men. .. 203 

have known B. F. Tidwell, county judge, since he was a boy i before tbe. war 
"hdw^l was a professional gambler; not ranch regard for tbe veracity of 
Frank Myers ; many cases of homicide in distriet of witness ; the case of 
Goodbread, in Colombia County, only case before witness in which there was 

any politics - 204 

police officer killed by Dixon, colored : a white man killed another white man, 
both democrats ; Henry Mill killed another negro; McG win killed another 
negro; Jenkins killed Winter, both colored; men of the same political party 
will kill each other ; seven out of ten crimes are committed by colored peo- 
ple; troubles in Jackson County 205 

have heard that the governor said that Purman and, Hamilton caused the diffi- 
culties in Jackson County - — SIK, 217 

the course of Major Purman, and others like him, has exasperated the blacks 
againsftho whites ; believes that Diekinaon was killed by Bryant, colored, 

oti account of colored woman kept by Dickinson 306 

not aware of anything in the condition of Jackson County to prevent a Ml 
investigation of cana&of Dickinson's death ; JUalvin Eog;erB, colored, killed 
Miss McClellan and wounded Mr. McClellao, and was killed while attempt- 
ing to run away 207 

most stringent criminal laws in Florida of any State in the Union 208 

financial condition of the Stale 208,209 

tax-payers' convention in Florida 208,314,315,319 

issue of railroad bonds 310 

concerning taxes ; l^islature of the Slate reckless and incompetent; resources 

of the State squandered 211 

EawMr.Tidwell keeping faro-bank in 1859-'60; played faro with him ; knows 
nothingagainsthisctoracter for truth and veracity; woold not believe Frank 

Myers, on account of his vacillation in politics ---- 213 

a great many homicides in Jackson County since the war; thinks the course of 

Hamilton and Purman bad a great deal to do with them 315 

was laid by Mr. MeClellnn that Dickinson was killed by Bryant, a colored Ban- 316 

murders of Fleisehman, Dickinson, andFinlayson 317 

case of Samuel Tutson.. - -. ---• 218 

issued warrant for parties ohaiged with counterfeiting f did not say anything 

to marshal about letting warrants bo stolen from his ofSee • 219 
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LONGjT. T., testimony of— ConlinQed, 

uuiSerstood that euoagh democratic votes were thrown out at last election tc 
secure return of Walls, republican, ( " 
Lucy, W. M., killed in Alachua County.. 



McClcllan, James F., shot in Jackson County, 1 SGS 78, 145, 150, 188, 907, 990, 309 

MtUlellan. Miss Ma^e, killed in Jackson County, 1869 78, 145, 150, 191, 207, 390, 309 

Madison County, distarbance at election in 127,132 

Madison County, ontragea in, (see Killed.) 

Madison County, politlca! complexion of. 193 

Mabonoy, , killed in Columbia County 2G3 

Marianna Courier, articles from 283,984,285 

MARTIN, MALACHI, testimony of 184-195 

forly-uioe years old; born in Ireland; resident of Chattahoochee, Gadsden 
County, FloridH, and warden of State prison since Januaiy 1, ISG9 184 

came to t'loi'ida in January, 1865, as capt^n and iissistant quartermaster of 
volunteers ; left the Army and went to planting ; (he only position he has held 
in the State is warden of State prison : 187 

received a threatening letter tbiongb the mail, postmarked Maritmna, Jackson 
County 184 

received warning from two acquaintances not to go outside of walls of prison 
until further notice from them; also warned not to go oa a fishing excursion; 
in 1868 the governor purchased In Hew York some arms for mihtia, and they 
were taken from the cars and broken - 185 

bave beard of secret political organizations, sncb as Union League, Ku-Klux, 
Brotherhoods, &c.; frequent murders in Jackson County, committed by an 
organization ; bave heard persons say they itelonged to the democratic club : 
first heard of it in 1868 136 

the political feeling in Gadsden County is very peaceable ; some difficulty on 
day of election ; threats made aguiast ropnblicans ; LincolnBrotherhood... 187 

in JH69 some of his guard made arrangements to capture Thomas Barnes, un- 
derstood to be a Ku-Klux assassin, and supposed to be the murderer of Dr. 
Finlaysou, in Jackson County ; two colored men were killed, wbose bodies 
witness buried 188 

mnvder of Mr. Fleisohnian 189 

murder j)f Mr . Yerty by Luke Lot 100 

murder of Miss McCIellan, and wounding of ber lather ISl 

murder of Mr. Dickinson -. one black man killed and another wounded ; Calvin 
Bogers, colored, killed; young ladles in Marianna, Jackson Connty, exam- 
ined concerning desecration of graves of Union soldiers ]9i 

uuderatood that the Lincoln Brotherhood was formed in 1667 or 1868, and after- 
ward merged in the Union League ;- is not a member of the organization ; 
Thomas Barnes shot in a drunken row 193 

threats made ag^nst Major Furman, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Gibbs, aitd others ; 
colored man and child shot while going to a picnic, in Jackson County 194 

republicans largely in the majority in Jadssou County ; two-thirds majority at 
election of Hamilton for Congress ; have heard persons say they preferred a 

munarchv to the Government of the United States 19o 

MEACHAM, EOBEET, (colored,) testimony of 101-103 

about thirty-six years old; born ih Gadsden Connty, and lives in Jefferson 
County, Florida; State senator and register of United States landofBce ; 
lived in Jefferson County since May 30, 1966; before that time lived for 
fifteen years in Taliahasseo, and before that in Quincy, Gadsden County, 
where he was born and raised .- 101 

bis father was his master, and when he died left witness acting as servant to 
his master's wile's sister ; once sent him to school, but parents of white chil- 
dren objecting, be had to leave school ; the first office witness held in Florida 
was that of registrar, under reconstruction acts, under General Pope; was a 
member of constitutional convention, and is a member of State le^slature ; 
has been superintendent of schools in Jefiersou County, and clerk of county 
court 105 

was a domestic servant till close of the war 108 

the colored people are getting along tolerably well ; a few are procuring homes 
for themselves ; persons who have land will not sell to colored people, or ask 
more for it than colored men can pay ; colored people bave had much trouble 
about their contracts ; they are discharged on the slightest grounds when the 
crops ate laid by in August and September, thus losing their share of the 
crops 101 
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MEACHAM, ROBERT, (coloiad,) testimony of— Continuea. 

iDttoy colored people ate committetl to jail by jnatices of tho peace for the most 
frivolous tind trifling things, though but few in JnfferKon Coanty ; there is 
cot a good feeling on the part of white people in regard to colored people 
voting ; white people Ear they are ia favor ot colored schools, but will do 
nothing to help them, and will cot engage in teaching them j teachers of col- 
ored schools are treated with contempt 102 

partionlars of disturbance at eleeUon in Jefferson Conaty, Hoveiober, 1870 103 

about five hundred republicans prevented from voting; all the democrats voted ; 
Colonel Bird indicted by grand jury of United Slates court for disturbing 
election 104 

colored vote of Jefferson County about 3,500 or 9,600, and white vole 600 or 
TOO ; two colored men and one white man elected to legislature when witness 
was elected; at last elecOon two colored men and one white man elected to 
legislature ; the colored members-elect can read and write 105 

there is State provision for public-school system, and State law concerning 
contraclB between employer and laborer 106 

believes that among white employers there is some understanding 'to manage 
80 as to prevent colored people from having all they have justly earned; per- 
haps Eii white people in Jefferson County vote the republican ticket 107 

white men in Jeflerson County pretty much all democrats! men who treat 
laborers fairly can get ail the labor they want ., 108 

Militia, arms for, destroyed 122,124,167 

MONTGOMERY, DAVID, testimony of 1^-136 

Ihirty-five years old; bom in New York; resident of Madison County, 
Florida ; been sheriff of that county over three years IK 

madeSvo hundred arrests 136 

came to Florida in 1857, and been in the State off and on since then ; was a 

mason, bticfc-layer, and plasterer before the war 132 

was collector of the connty for a time 136 

there have been 37 murders in the coanty, and no person convicted ; John T. 
Glass was tried and acquitted for killing Oscar Tension, colored ; tho grand 
(ui'y has found a bill gainst no other person for murder ; three white men. 
Smith, Quiet, and Allison killed ; Smith killed by colored men - 136 

three white men went to the house of Mr. Allison, about half-past 12 at night, 
called him out and shot him ; four or five persons whipped in upper part of 
the coanty, uearGeorgialine ; the lastpersouwhippedabout 1st of October, 
1871 ; believes there is a Kn-Klns organization in the county ; been told so 
by one persou who was solicited to join it ; colored man of the nameofOeut 
killed 126 

two years ago the wife and daughter of a colored man named Scarhoro were 
whipped ; a man of the name of Sapp told witness there was a Kn-Klux or- 

f animation in upper part of county and in Georgia; storo and stock of goods 
elonging to witness burned December 17, 1870; store of Mr. Ilausman 
burned November 6, ISJl ; store of Mr, Katzenburg set on iire twice ; the 
night before the last election seven or eight companies of armed and mounted 
men came into town, and many colored men were thereby kept from voting ; 
all the victims of murders, whippings, aod burnings belong to the republi- 
can party 127 

no jury can he obttuned to convict those ofiendeis ; witness was fired at one 
night wbile goin); to his residence in the country; his horse was shot in two 
places, two shots in bisbu^y, and witness was obliged to remain in the 
woods all night ; could not recognize the party; they were armed with guns 
and muskets 133 

a colored justice of the peace received a letter signed K. K, K., threatening him 
if he did not resign ; a colored depnty sheriff, of the name of Sampson, re- 
ceived a similar letter ; Glass was tried in I86i> by a while jury and acquitted 
on the ground of self-defense.. 139 

there are perhaps a hundred white republicans in the county, if they could be 
got to vote ; do not know any one who belongs to a secret political organiza- 
tion; heard a maa of the name of McClary say " he could toot bis horn and 
get eighty men at his call any time ;" ho said it while imder the inflaeuce of 
Itqaor; summoned a posse to assist in making an arrest, and thoy refused.. 130 

no difSculty in making arrests, if the parties can be reached ; think they get 
information from members of the grand jury and keep out of the way 131 

armed parties came into town the day before election from different parts of 
the county ; they were armed with pistols, guns, and muskets, and camped 
in the woods - 133 
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MONTGOMEET, DAVID, testimony of— Continued. 

have goen no bauds oi dUgnised men; it is difficnlt for a northern man to live 
in the interior of the State .' IXl 

Eoulhem repablicans are treated as badly as northern men — ■■ 134 

a man by the name of Bryant was tilled in October, JS70, aud the parties 
charged with killing him have been arrested 135 

Ihey are colored men, and are awfuting trial 136 

Monia, Alexander, banged in Alachua Connty, 1671 169,163,225,293 

MYERS, FRANK, testimony of 156-164 

thirty-lhree jeatsold; bom in South Carolina; residentof Columbia County, 
Florida, for about two years ; before that time lived in Alachua and Her- 
Uitdo Counties ; for a time waa traveling agent of the Florida Courier 156 

was county commissioner at one time; never voted any but democratic ticket, 
but does not now affiliate with democratic party ; holds no office now 163 

joined a democratic club in 1868, in Alachua County, and was invited to join the 
Secret Service Club, but did not; the obj eat of Secret Service Club, as ex- 
plained, was to use force or violence, if necessary, to prevent secretly and 
effectually certain parties from cierUng too great influence with the colored 
population of that county 156 

thiuKs that organization is what is commonly known as Ku-Klux 157 

constitution of Yovmg Man's Democratic Club 157,153 

the oath of the Secret Service Club was not committed to writiDK 15S 

the secret service oath was to obey all orders or edicta from the cbief of the 
club, the central chief of the county, or the central chief of the State ; also 
to remove, by any means possible, any obstacle in the way of the success of 
the democratic party - — 159 

the attack, in 1B70, on William H. Biiney, district attorney in tbefitYh judicial 
circnit of the State, was stated by one of the parties to be by members of 
the Secret Service Committee; a negro hnng in Alachua Couuty, in the 
winter of I870-'7J, by the same organization ; a copy of the consUtution of 
Young Men's DemocraUc Cluh was given to witness, when he removed to 
Hernando County, in order that be could organize clubs in that county 159 

do not know who waa at the head of the ui'der ; has understood that the State 
organizadon was completed ; has bad nothing to do with the cluh since 
1869; thecentralchiet in AlachuaCouutywasDr. Dudley; signed the con- 
stitution in 1808; waa then acting with the democratic party; organized 
two clubs in Hernando County ; has no knowledge of Secret Service Com- 
mitlfie, except verbal instrucaons to enable him to organize them 160 

no disguise waa provided ; do not know personally of unlawful acts committed 
by members of the club : obtMued the particulars of the attack on General 
Birney from one of the parties concerned in it 161 

secret service oath was not admiaiatered to witness, but slated to him in order 
to enable him to organize clubs ; in February, 1869, two negroes were hung 
by Ku-Klus in Hernando County .- 163 

believes there were half a dozen cluhs in Alachua County ; do not know the 
members of the Secret Service Committee; waa told by members of the dem- 
ocratic club that members of the Secret Service Committee hung the negro 
in Alachua County - — 163 

each ciuh bad a name ; witness was one of the first to join- the club to which 
he belonged, which was the first club in the county ; does not know where 
the club originated , TG4 



KELSON, JOSEPH, (colored,) testimony of 136-144 

going on twenty-two years of age ; born in Calhoun County, Florida, and now 
resides in Jacksonville; came from Marianna, Jackson County, in 1869, 
because of an attempt to kill him ; followed carpentering and farming in 

Jackson County 136 

voted at last election, and voted for some officer two years ago, and after- 
ward found tbat he was not old enough to vote 143 
in 1SC9, Oscar Granberiy, Matt Nichols and wife and son were killed and 
Calvin Hogers killed i Silas Pitman shot since 18b') 140 
Nichols, Maria, killed in Jackson County 1869 80 110 140 145,391 
Nichols, Matt, killed in Jackson County, 1869 RU 110 !40 145,991 
Nichols, Matt, jr., killed in Jackson Conntj 18b9 8ii 110 140 145,291 

Nichols, Oscar, killed 112 

Northerners, feeling toward 100 133 134 203,267 
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Oulr^es, {see Killefl, Shot, and Whipped. ) 

Outrages, no puDishment of persons for 57, 03, 67, 74, 83, 88, 95, 110, J15, 12*. 128, 153, 

J75, J79, 197,258, 263, 273, 303, 308, 310 



PEARCE, CHARLES H., (colored.) testimony of 165-176 

fifty years old ; bom on Eastern Shore of Maryland : resident of Tallahassee, 
Florida,; minister of African Methodist Cburch; senator in Florida legisla- 
ture ; has been in Ploriiia six years ; came to Florida, from Canada, as a 
missionary ; been connected with the African Methodist Chuieh for thirly- 
eifrht years 165 

member of convention of ministers and laymen of African Methodist Episcopal 
Church 166 

T&elected to Statesena,teialB70 ; member of constitutional conTeutionin 1868; 
afterward elected to State senate from the eigbth seufttorial district, in which 
Tallahassee is situated 169 

the laws of Florida are good, bat not properly executed -■ 165 

many outrages have been committed on republicans b^ democrats— some shot, 
some killeij, and some whipped and driven from their homes 166 

MDis were procured for Stale militia by Goveinor Eeed, but they wore taken 
from the train and destroyed while being taken to Tallahassee; believes there 
is a secret political organization in (he State ; in small and sparsely settled 
counties there in opposition to colored men bnying land 167 

& white teacher of a colored svbool in Leou County, Mr. Butler, was driven from 
his school ; greatest nnmber of acts of violence have been committed in 
Jackson County ; Dr. Kreminger shot and killed by a white man, who has 
been indicted - -- 1G8 

threats are made to infimidalfi colored voters ; have never received any Ku-Klux 
notice, but saw one sent to Mr. Gibbs, secretary of state, threatening him, 
the governor, and the witness 369 

the murderer of Dr. Kreminger has not been arrested : there are Union League 
societies in the State 172 

the governor is at the head of State organization of Union League; the society 
is oath-bound ; both white and colored are members 173 

no person punished for outrages committed upon republicans ; letter of Dr. 

Ribbs concerning Ur. Dickinson 175 

all the leading republicans in Jackson County have been killed or driven off; 
the Union League is a republican association, the eiiatence of which ia never 

denied by its qjembers 176 

Persons kiUed, not named 115, 117, 11!), 120,145,179,278 

Persona whipped, not named 126,149 

Picnic, a man and boy killed in Jackson County, 1869, going to colored, (see 

Killed, Livingston Stewart and Wyatt Young.) 

Pousser, Richard, shot in Jackson County, 1869 147,273 

POUSSEK, EICHAED, (colored,) testimony of 272-279 

forty years old; born In South Carolina; came to Florida in lb51, and since 
then resided in Jackson County; elected constable in 1869 973 

there are Ku-KIni in Jackson County 2T2 

witness was shot in shonldcr three or four months before Calvin Rogers was 
killed ; November 15, 1870, was stripped and pistol thmst in his face ; No- 
vember?, 1871, was againatlacked; have not prosecnled persons for attack- 
ing him; colored men are afraid to try to get justice 273 

condition of things in Jackson County worse since Dickinson was killed; 
Didtinson was killed by a while man 274 

particalEb^ of dispute between Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Ely about sale of land for 

^latetaiGs 274,375,276,277,278,279 

Major Purman and Mr. Hamilton protected colored people 275 

assault on Mr. Dickinson by Colonel Coker on election day 277 

Abram Hall and two otier colored men killed in October, 1871 i fifteen or 

twenty murders committed siijce Dickinson was killed 278 

Prison guard and two negroes killed — - 94,188 

Prolson, Robert, whipped 263 

Purman, W. J., shot in Jackson County, 1869 78,94,144 

PURMAN, W, J., testimony of 144-156 

thirty years of age; born in Pennsylvania; lawyer by profession ; resident of 
Jackson County, but unable to live there ; with Dr. Finlayson when killed, 
and received a shot in the neck 144 
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PUEMAN, W. J.,lest!tEonrof— Contintied, 

a memWr of the Stat« eetiate 

came to Florida, in 1866, from Washington City, tts agent of the Freedmen^B 
Bureau, and continned such agent for two jears ; was a member of eonsti- 
liitional convention, and afterward elected to State Iq^sIatQre : was ap- 
pointed sec cetai; of state and Tested, and appointed countj judge and re- 
signed, and tlieu was re-elected Co 8tate senate ; is United States assessor of 
intetottl revenue for Florida 

a colored piccic fired into, September 'i9, 1869, and a man and child kilted ; a, 
day or two aflecwBTd Miss McClel Ian was killed and her father wounded ; 
Flwschman killed I Matt Nichols uud ^tife and son killed ; Sallivan, white, 
and Cox, colored, woanded ; a colored man killed ; visited Marianna in Au- 
goat^ 1^0, with Colonel Hamilton, and held public meeting 

in consequence of the excitement, obtained an escoit of citizens, who t^okthem 
to Bainbridep, Georgia l was in charge.of six counties for Freedmen's Bureau - 

wounding of RicbMd Pousser, colored ; Finlayaon was killed with a shot-gun ; 
many threata against republicans; those killed were generally prominent 
repnblicanft 

shortly after Finlayaon was killed, three or four others were killed and a half 
a dozen wounded ; Thomas M. West, sheriff of the county, resigned beeauae 
be could noteiecute process ; John Q. Dickinson was killed about 10 o'clock 
at night, nearwhere Dr. Finlajson had been killed ; after the sheriff resigned 
and the clerk was killed, the democrats met and dictated appointments to the 
governor, which he made; none of the murderers arrested and ptmiahed, 
thoogh must of them are known ; there have been at least seventy-five or 
dgbty mnrdersin Jackson County since the war, four-fifths of them of colored 
peopie ; Calvin Bogers, colored, killed ; mostof the colored men killed were 
prominent among their race ; a secret oi^anization in Jackson County; in 
spring of 1871, James W. Yerty killed in Calhoun County ; in early part of 
IB70, Judge Carraway killed in Calhoun County — 

some whippings in Hamilton Conntj ; Columbia County haa a lawless reputa- 
tation ; believes there is a secret organization extending throughout the State, 
the olgect of which is to extirpatetne prominent republicans and Union men ; 
to murder the leaders, and intimidate the others, in order to obtain control of 
the Stat* government 

Goloicd man and boy killed at a picnic; Miss McClellan killed and Mr.Mc- 
Clellan wounded 

witness introduced in the State senate, two years ago, a resolution in favor of 
universal amnesty, and is sUll in favor of it; concerning hostages, oi escort, 
to secure safe egress.from Jackson County 

population ol Jackson County, from 8,000 to 10,000; voting population, 3,000 ; 
m fair elections about 1,41X1 colored and 500 or 600 white voters ; formerly 
60 to 70 white republicans in the county ; do not think any whiles voted re- 
publican ticket at last election; early in 1STI, son of Mr. McMillan, member 
of the leg^lature, was shot in the face 

secret political organization extends throughout the State, and will continue to 
prevent the arrest of one of its members, or get upon the jury and clear him. 

witness and Dr. Finlayson had no personal enemies ; a year before he was shot 
there was a rumor that " |1,600 in gold was on deposit for any man who 
would kill Purman" 

tbe nigbt after witness was shot a committee of black men came to his house, 
and he with difficulty persuaded them from sacking the town ; Dickinson 
was objectionable because he was tbe last leading republican in the county. 

tlie boast is made that no more white republicans dare go lo Jackson County.. 
Punjsliment not inQictcd for committing outrages, (see Outrages.) 



Quiet, , killed in Madison County . 



Railroad bonds 2J0, 349,850, 351,352, 302 

KEED, HEKRY, (colored,) testimony of 109-1J4 

about thirty-seven years old ; born in Virginia; lives in Jacksonville ; lived iu 
Marianno, Jockaon County, till October, 1S69; left there becaose the En- 

Klux raided him , 109 

never held an office Ill 

occupation, carpentering andlaiming; was bom free 113 
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EEED, HENEY, (eolorea.) testimony of-Contmned. 

about 1 o'clock at eight a partj of mea came to his house and ordered bim lo 
come out; Ilia eon jumped out of tbe window and ran, and vnas fired at but 
not hit; witness escaped sod hid under a neighbor's house till molniog: 
tliea went t« a gentleman's house and remained there three or four days, and 
then went to Qoincj; four meu came to his house and two stood in front and 
two in the rear ; cannot tell whether thaj were disguised or not 

have seen men at church with oidblack gowns ana suo-bonneta od ; many 

teople molested by Ku-Klox; Matt. Nichols, Maria Nichols, and young 
Eatt. Nichols killed ; heard of no whippings ; no one arrested or punished 

for acts of violence 

no objection to witness except that he was a republican ; Captain Dickinson 
and Dr. Finlayson killed ; population of Jackson County S,000 or 3,000 ; more 

colored (ban white 

killing' of Oscar Nichols and Calvin JKogers . 

threats made to drive offal! leading republicans . . 

leading men belong to democratic party — 

Rogers, Calvin, killed in Jackson County, ISC 
Bountree, Doc, and wife and four children wh 

EOUNTREE, DOC, (colored,) testimony of 

going- on thirty-seven years old; bom in Georgia; resident of Lire Oak, 

Floritia, for nearly three years 21 

attacked by party of men in fall of 1868, between 9 and 10 o'clock at night, 

and himself, wife, and four children whipped 278,2!: 

shotat while living at Live Oak 279, 2t 



Scarboro, , wife and daughter of, whipped inlMadison County. 1669 127 

Schools, colored 96,97,99, 102, TOO, 168,253 

Shot: 

Bryan, William, Jackson County, October, 1869 80,390 

Cos, George, Jackson County, September, 1369 145,290 

McClellan, James F„ Jackson County, October, 1869... .78, 145, 150, 168, 307, 290, 309 

Pitman, Silas, Jackson County ,. 140 

Pousser, Richard, Jackson County, 1869 147,273 

Putnam, W. J., Jackson County, May, 1869 78,94,144 

Sullivan, Columbus, Jacltson County, September, 1869 78,145,290 

Williams, Tom., Alachua County, October, 1871 2b8 

Southern republicans, (see Northerners, feeling toward.) 

Simonton, Harry, killed in Alachua County, 1867 268 

Smith, , whipped in Baker County, 1671 67 

Smith, Gordon, kUled in Alachna County, 1868 268 

Smith, Richard, killed in Madison County 126 

STEAKSS,M.I,., testimony of 75-93 

bom in Level), Maine ; tbirly-two years of age ; resident of Qoincy, Gadsden 
County, Florida ; speaker of house of assembly of the State legislature ; 

came to Florida in May, leiiS 75 

lost an arm at Winchester, Virginia, in the military service of the United 

States 87 

was on olfieer of the Freedmen's Bureau for two years, located at Quincy ; af- 
terward surveyor general of the State under the United Slates Gofernmeat 68 

about 400 majority of black volera in Gadsden County. 75 

elections quiet till election of November, 1870 ; account of disturbance at elec- 
tion in Quincy, by which the republican m^ority was reduced from 400 to 16 76 
those who were prevented from voting were republicans ; no democrat pre- 
vented from voting; proceedings takeo ag^nst Mr. Allison and others for 
disturbing the election ; no kilhng or whipping in Gadsden County, but a 
great deal in adjoining county of Jackson ; colored ferryman shot dead, and 

two colored men wounded 77 

clerk of Jaeksoo County, Dr. Finlayson, killed, and Major Purnaac wounded. 

May, 1869: Fleischman killed 78 

in April, 1871, J. Q. Dickinson, clerk of Jackson County, killed 78,85 

statement of Dickinson giving account of ontiagea in Jackson County.. . 78,79,80,91 

affidavits of Samuel Fleischman 82 

some deny and others assert the eiistonee of Ku-Klux in Jacksou County ; the 
outrages referred to by Dickinson were committed by disguised men ; no one 
punished or attempted to be punished for such outrages ; James Yeity killed 
in Calhoun County.March, 1871, by Luke Lot, said to be now in Jackson 
County .,, . ,, .. 83 
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STEAENS, M. L., tflstimonr of Continned. 

all throngh Middle Florida are men who say tbey will give Lot their best horses 
if he needs them id his operations ; the expression is frequently made that 
all republicans or "radicals" should he killed; the secret orgauization is 
based on politics ; knew Dickinson well ; he was a man of very high and 
noble characler; he was a native of Vermont ; came 1« Florida alter the 
war, and when killed was clerk of Jackson County.. 1 

hcfore his death Dickinson had received many anonymous threatening letters-. { 

has never seen any bands of disguised men ; knows ne one belonging to the 
secret political oi^anization ; men have acknowledged being members of it.. I 

in March, 1871, in Quincy, was assaulted by a man of the name of Jones, who 
seized witness by the collar and drew a knife on him ; was not injured ) 

for disturbance of election in Quincy, November, 1870, Allison was tried and 
convicted, but obtained a new trial; was witness in the case I 

two colored men and witness were elected to the legislature from Gadsden 

ferryman shot ; the goTemmcnt and courts have no power in Jackson County ; 
more than half the jurors, as a general thing, do not seem disposed to check 
outrages i 

the county of Jackson is entirely in tbe hands of a, mob ; Dickinson was jus- 
tice of the peace and cleik of the court ; do not know that any process baa 
been sued out against Lot for killing Yevty 1 

among demociats there is a general expression of approval or palliation of out- 
ragcH ; a few express regret, and some gay radicals commit Inem for political 

Bfftct ! 

the sheriff of Jackson County, a democrat, told witness that fonr men from 
Jackson County went to Quincy and offered their services to get rid of any 
man, and were told there was no such work for them to do ; nas heard of 
frequent violations of law outside of Jackson County, but not to the same 
extent ; Ku.Klux law of Congress has had a very salutary effect ; the Freed- 
men'a Bureau was very favorable ia its operations, and equitable to both 

black and white ! 

Stephens, , killed in Alachua County, 1868 21 

STBINGFELLOW, E. H.jtesdmony of 164, H 

thirty-six years old; born in Chester County, SoutJi Carolina ; resident of Co- 
lumbia County, Florida ., li 

have heard of whippings in Columbia County, supposed to be by Kn-Klux 

organization ; Eobert Forson whipped in 1870 V 

heard of Ku-Klux two or three years ago ; never understood what tbey were 
lor ; never was disturhed by tlem ; never go out at eight because of night- 

blindness ; James Green, colored, was killed in 1868 or 1869 II 

SullivHO, C^ar, killed in Alachua County, 1868 2i 

Sullivan, Columbus, shot in Jackson County, 1869 78, 145, 2'. 



Taxes and finances of the State 208,209,242,301 

Tax-payers' convention 206,314.215,219,244,345 

Tension, Oscar, killed in Madison County 126 

TIDWELL, B. F., testimony of. : 114-125 

forty yenrs of age; bom in Geoi^a; resident of Madison County, Florida, and 
judge of the county m 

came to Florida in the latter part of 1860 ; enlisted in 1861, and served in Lee's 
army. 116 

held offices of justice of the pea 
since February, 1871; residec 
County for last three years .. 

an eSbrt is made to execute the laws, bat it is rather loose ,- believes there are 
Ku-Klui in the county ; as justice of the peace has taken tesliaionj at in- 
quests upon bodies of persons murdered ; some twenty-five or thirty have 
been murdered in the last, three years ; most of them were colored 

murders were committed hy disguised men at night, armed with guns and pis- 
tols ; a colored man punished for kilHng a colored man ; no white man pun- 
ished for criminal act upon colored men ; effect of acts of violence has been to 
prevent colored people from getting homes of their own ; the persons mur- 
dered generally accused of some crime 

voting place fixed at county-seat, because colored men can vote more securely 
(here ; they would not be permitted to vote as they pleased in the country 
places ; the colored men murdered have been remarkable for their honesty. 
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TIDWELL, B. F.p tefltimony of— Continued. 

ictelligencB, and industry ; itt awnmer of 1871 Mr. Allison was killed by a 
party of armed men ; be was accused of atealine, hat there had been no proa- 
ecntioD ageuosthim ; the negroes in the county have generally behaved well.. IIG 

a white mao killed in fall of 1670 ; parties who killed Allison went to his place 
on horseback, killed him, and galloped off; oouW not tell whether they were 



a white man kilted a negro, in 1669, in the streets of Madison, and acquitted on 
ground of Eell-defense 119 

a mulatto, Bichatd Smith, killed in 181)9 ; a colored man shot dead ISO 

the coloied man had previously been whipped and run off from bis house ; col- 
ored man killed in IK'O; witness committed two parties charged with the 
murder, and Judge Vann, then county judge, discharged them 121 

arms for State militia were obtained hy Governor Bcea ; the arms were taken 
from the cars and destroyed; ntany negroes hare shot-gnns and pistols ; 
connty commissioners fired the place of voting at the couiity-seat — 122 

population of Madison County a little over 1 1,000, of which about two-thirds 
are colored; at last election perhaps 500 white voters and 1,300 or 1,300 col- 
ored voters ; 25 or 30 white republicans in the county : colored people not in- 
clined to tell all they know about ontrages ; the republicans generally believe 
there is a secret organization committing outrages .-. 123 

the arms for militia were taken from r^koad train by unknown parties at or 
near station 5, Sandy Ford; witness has received no personal injury; has 

hemd insulting remarks 124 

TUTSON, HANNAH, (colored,) testimony of 59-64 

about forty-two or forty-three years old; born in Gadsden County, Florida; 
resident of Clay County, near Waldo, on Number Eleven Pond ; is the wife 
of Samuel Tutson 59 

wsfl at home last spring, when her husband was whipped by a party of dis- 
guised men, who came t« the house and broke open the door ; George McCrae 
Hnd Cabell Winn caught hold of her and dragged her out of doors ; McCrae 
luuk her in&nt child from her arms and threw it down ; seized her by the 
ihroat and choked her; saw some of the party carrying off her husband, and 
the rest carried her away about a quarter of a mile from the house . 59 

made her put her arms around a pine tree, and then tied her hands ; stripped 
her naked and whipped her with saddle-girths with the buckles on; after 
whipping her George McCrae would send away the rest of the party, and in 
their absence would endeavor to have seiual intercourse with her, injuring 
her very much; whipped her till she was raw from head to feet 60 

after she got away from them went several miles to the house of Mr. Mont- 
gomery, and also to the house of Mr. Ashley ; returned to her house, which 
had been torn down, and found her husband and children about 12 o'clock 
the next day : the youngest, a babe, was hurt in one of its hips so that it was 
unable to walk for some time ; was whipped because she and husband would 
not give up their land 61 

had been urged before to give it np, but would not do it ; had been living there 
flearly three years ; went \o Wbitesville, with her husband, to see Mr. Ken- 
nedy, a magistrate, and endeavor to obtain redress 62 

went to Green Cove Spring, before the circuit court ;' there never was any suit 
about the land she hved on; gave testimony before the United States court 
in Jacksonville 63 

she and her husband were put in jail, because she testified that one man choked 
her, and her husband testified that the man whipped her ; the man both choked 

and whipped her 64 

Tutson. Hannah, whipped in Clay County, 1871 .'i5,59,60 

TUTSON, SAMU^, (colored, ) testimony of- 54-59 

between fifty-three and fifty-four years old ; bom in Virginia ; resident of Clay 
County, Florida, at Number Elevwi Pond, until visited and whipped by Ku- 
Klni, in May, 1871 -_- 54 

nine disguised men came between midnight and day, broke in the door of his 
house, dr^ged him away from the house, blindfolded him, tied him to a pine 
tree, whip^ him, struck him with apistol, choked him, and stamped on him-. 54 

stripped him naked, tore up his shirt, pat a piece over his eyes and a piece in 
his mouth ; tore dowB bis house, and whipped his wife ; gave as a reason for 
whipping them that he and his wife would not give up the land they were 
living on to Mr, Winn, one of the party engaged in whipping them 55,57 

had bean living in Clay Connty three years ; bought his land of Free Thomp- 
son, giving for it cotton of the value of $150 ; when ho was whipped he was 
also falsely charged with leaving his fences down, and allowing stock to come 
in and then shooting it — - 56 
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DtDEX. xa. 

TUTSON, SAMUEL, (colored,) testimony of— Continueil, 

nearly a month aflei llle nbippisg went to a magistrate of the name of Ken- 
nedy, and gave him the name of those who whipped bim, bnt nothing was 

done to them - 57 

went lo Green Cove Spring, saw tbe United States lawyer there, and gave bim 
the papers in his case ; also teatiSed before tbe United States court in Jack- 
sonville concerning the outrage on himself and wife 58 

never was at an election in Clay Countj ; thinks there are more whiles than 

blacks in that county 59 

Tutson, Samuel, whipped in Clay County, 1871 54-57,59,217 

U. 
Union League 173,176,186 

V. 

Voters, (see Colored voters.) 

W. 

WaaMngton,Henry, killed in Alachua County, 1871 - 268 

Weaver, Samson, killed in Columbia County, 1868= 263 

Whipped : 

Bush, Isaac 263 

Cone,E.W., Baker County, June, 1871 65,73,74 

Forrou, Robert, Colombia County, 1870 164,307 

GtifSs, , Baker County, 1871 67 

Persons not named ..,, 126, 149 

Prolson, Robert 263 

Eountree, Doc, and wife and four children, Jackson County, 1868 279,280 

Scarboro, ,wifean<ldaughter of, Madison County, 1869 J27 

Smith, , Baker County, 1371 67 

Tutson, Hannah, Clay County, May, 1871 5,5,59,60 

Tutson, Samuel, Clay County, May, 1871 54-57,59,217 

WHITE, LAEET, (colored,) testimony of. 308-310 

abont forty years old ; born in Georgia; resident of Jackson County, Florida. 308 

blacksmith by trade _ 309 

have seen a great many signs of Ku-Kliii, such as people murdered, shot at, 
or run off; 100 or 150 killed in Jackson County ; two colored men stabbed 
on election day ; no democrat hurt in any way ; Captain I)ickinsoii was last 

man killed in Jackson County •. . ,, 30D 

not safe for colored men to vote republican ticket in Jackson County ; people 
look to Government of the United States for protection ; the Stale govern- 
ment not able lo protect colored people; Miss McClelhin killed, and Mr. 
McCIellan wounded ; believe it was done by a white man, who had had a 

fight with Mr. McCIellan a night or two before -..- 310 

WILDER, C. B., testimony of. 341-358 

came from Boston six years ago to assist the colored people ; have acted with 

the republican party 241 

E-sty-nine years of age i formerly belonged to the abolition party, then to the 

free-soil party, and then to the republican party 253 

voted for Governor Eeed, because he was nominee of republican party . 254 

baa held no office in the State, but refused agreat many; was superintendent 
offreedmen prior to organization of the Bureau, and located at Fortress 
Monroe; tried by court-martial for swindling the Government and ac- 
quitted 255 

ail the State officials but the comptroller are in a ring to plunder the State 241 

has heard of persons stufRng ballot-boxes; taxation in tbe State has in- 
creased ; the governor received 810,000 from one man for an office 243 

Collector Little a defaulter to the State for 130,000 or $40,000 243 

colored ministers use their churches for political purposes; Senator Osborn is 
a leader of the ring; Senator Gilbert said he had contributed more than 
SIO.OOO for campaign purposes before he secured his election; it is said the 

men who pay the most get the offices 244 

tax-payers' convention in Florida 244,245 

not so unpopular a man in the State as Governor Reed; the masaesof the peo- 
ple have lost confidence in their rulers : northern people arc weleorped and 
supported ; the object of the home people is to obtain an honest government ; 
the United States officials in the State are generally connected with the ring; 
M^or Purmau is one of tbe ring 247 



db,Google 



XX raDEX. 

WILDER, C. B,, testimony of— Continued. 

believes the ring bas cvmlilned to get up Ku-Klus disturbancea for political 

etlect; boUeves tlie Ikws can beeiecuttid 243 

coQcemiiig railroad bonds 249,250,351,353 

coDCBmiBg tliB establishment of schools -- 253 

theeharactet of JudgeLoogis pretty bad; ha ia a disgraee to hie office and to 
bis pact; ; it cost Senator Gilbert $10,000 to obtain bis office ; the comptrol- 
ler IS Che only honest man connected with the Stale government; all the 

rest are policy men 254 

has confiden-^e in Mr. Bisbee, United Stales district atlomej 255 

does not thiuli the negroes well qualified to vote 256 

negropB not fit for self-government, nor are one-half the whites in the State.- . 257 

WILLIAMS, JOS. JOHN, testimony of 226 290 

thirtj-uine years of age ; tiom in North Carolina; resident of Leon County, 
Florida, for nineteen years ; a planter ; was central chief for Leon County nf 

Yonng Men's Democratic Club K6 

tvas in the legislature eight or ten times before the war SliO 

formerly owned three hundred slaves 333 

at one time Judge Queen, and at another time Mr. Brokaw, was president of 
club at Tallah&Bsee ; there were three clubs in Leon County ; the club is not 
in exisleace now ; do not rememher any of the other officers ; meetings were 
held in Tallahassee ; do not know that the organization existed in any other 
county ; tbe club was sub-divided into hundreds end fifties ; has understood 
that Extra Billy Smith is at the bead of an organization precisely the same 
in Vir^nia; thete nas an oath of secrecy at initiation : the copy of constitu- 
tion presented to nitness (Ornish? d by Frank Myers) looks like constitution 

of club at Tallahassee 336 

explanation of provisions of constitution and object of organization. ..227,238,235,336 

was chief of organization for Leon County ; did not belong to secret service 

committee, and did not know anything about it; three clubs in Leon County, 

at Tallahasaee, Miccosukie, and Centreville; best men in the county, Uio 

democrats generally, belonged to the oiganization ; a good institution and 

productive of good while it lasted . - • 339 

in Leon county the democratic vole was 000 or 700, and opposite ^arty 2, 700 
or 3, 800 ; 300 or 400 democrats belonged to the club ; the oiganization was 
in the interest of good order, and could act promptly, while applications to 
the courts would take time ; it was similai; to the regulators before the war. 230 

but fen bad men in the county; Major Purman is abad, bitter man, and charged 
with being a fanatic and exciting tbe negroes ; all the white people regard 

Purman as a dangerous, bad man; knows but little personally of bim 231 

has heard that Mr. Hamilton was a bad man, an agitator; has beard that 
when Hamilton and Purman went to Jackson County, as agents of the Freed- 
men's Bureau, they broke np eiifiUng contracts with colored people, and 
required new ones to be made, charging a fee of a dollar or a dollar and a 
half for each contract signed ; witness employs about 270 of his former 
slaves ; most of the disturbances have occurred in Jackson County ; heard 
that Hamilton arrested some young ladies for taking flowers in a cemetery.. 233 

has heard republicans say that such men as Pntman and Hamilton were ruining 
the party; not a dozen while republicans in Leon County ; the colored people, 
if let alone, show no disposition to violence ; Bishop Pearce (colored) and 
others indicted for bribery in connection with General Liitlefield's matters ; a 
large number of negroes collected with clubs and slicks lo protect Peaice, 
when it was reported the democrats were going to put bim out of the legisla- 
ture ; no longer. necessary to keep np the democratic club ; has not heard of 

it for fifteen or sixteen months; everything ia now quiet 233 

law-abiding people object to Purman and Hamilton ; has no knowledge of 

democratic club, except in Leon County _■■■ 234 

object of the clnb to thoroughly oi^anlze democraUc party ; nothing in its otiject 
or obligations in violation of laws of United States or of Florida; difficulty 
between railroad conductor and colored man ; conductor cut the colored man 
with a small knife, and was arrested and put in jail; 300 or 400 negroes as- 
sembled, and Gibbs, colored secretary of stale, told them then was the time 
to commence their troubles with the whites ; that they had been run over long 

enough ■ — - - ■ 235 

mayor of Tallahassee ordered out guard of colored men to protect the jail ; 
operations of Hamilton and others produced feeling of insecurity on the part 
ot the whites ; disturbance at election in Quincy ; the democratic club was 
to preserve good order ■ 336 
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WILLIAMS, JOS. JOHN, testifflony of— Continueu. 

ajuty on whicli were seyen eoloied men indicted Pearce for bribery ; Ihere mss 

no law for action of PurniBQ and Hamilton in breaking up contracts. 237 

knows but one instance where colored men have been wronged by tlieir em- 
ployers, and tbat was the case of. Major Weejis, from Boston 23S 

has no knowledge of Ku-Klux organization ; killing of Carraway and Yerty, 
repablicaus, and McGri9', democrat ; has beard that there were five or six 
niurdera in Jackaon County since the surrender, four or fire of which were 

republicans kilied by republicans, and one was a democrat 239 

was once called npon by mayor of Tallahagsee to assist in defending the c«p- 

itol«gflinflt Senator Oabom and his wing of the republican party 240 

Williams, Tom, whipped in Alachua County, 1B71 268 

WILSON, LEMUEL, leslimonyof 195-202,225 

fifty-five years old ; bom in North Carolina; resident of Florida, and re- 
ceiver of United States land-office at Tallahassee 195 

lived in Alachua County over thirty years - 196 

the Kn-Kluiis a lawless organization for political purooses; all outside of tbe 
repoblican party areoppoeed to the Ku^lux law of Conpisaa; considerable 
opposition to political nghts of colored people ; social ostracism of white to- 

publicana; lives of colored people not sufficiently regarded 196 

a great many negroes killed; no white man convicted for killing a negro; 
negroes can obtain rights of property before the courts, but not justice in 
criminal prosecutions ; negroes easily convicted of offenses against whites ; 
Mr. Lucy killed at Newnansville by a man named Moody, who bad been 

tried previOQsly for killing a negro 197 

particulars of mnider of sou of Harry Harold, (colored,) for whicb four per- 
sons were tried and acquitted; murdor of Dickinson in Jackson County 19S 

regarded Dickinson as a very fine man ; Moody was a lawless man, and has 

not been arrested, for the murder of Luey 199 

understood that Lucy took but little part in polities, but that he vot«d republi- 
can ticket if at all 200 

attack on General Bimey by a party under lead of a man of the name ot 

Denton 201 

two of the party in the attack on Biniey have been indicted ; Bimoy came 

from Illinois, and is solicitor of his circuit 202 

particulars of disturbance at last election in Columbia county ; beard it charged 
that Dickinson was killed for being too intimate with the wife of a colored 
man ; does not believe the charge ; it is common to charge persons who have 
been killed with having committed some offense ; colored man taken from 

jail in GMncsville and bung, January, 1871 225 

Witnesses, testimony of — 

Biabee, H,, jr., 305-306 

Bryant, Homer, (colored) 303-305 

Bryson, William 268-260 

Childs, J. W 291-293 

Cone, Florida E 72-75 

Cone, R. W 65-73 

Dennis, L. G 267-272 

Uouglas, Samuel J 293-302 

Forson, Robert 307-308 

Fortune, Emannel, (colored) 94-101 

Gibbs, J, C (colored) 220-234 

Hamilton, C, M 281-291 

Johnson, E. G 260-267 

Kremiuger, Rebecca N 176-184 

Long, T. T 202-220 

Martin, MalacM 184-195 

Meacham, Robert, (colored) 101-109 

Moutgomeiy, David 125-l;i6 

Myers, Frank 156-164 

Kelson, Joseph, (colored) 136-144 

Pearce, Charles H,, (colored) 165-176 

Pousser, Richard, (colored) 372-279 

Purman, W. J 144-156 

Seed, Henry, (colored) 109-114 

Bountiee, Doc, (colored) 279-281 

Steams, M. L 75-93 

Stringfellow, E. H 164,165 

Tidwell, B. F 114-125 
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XXll 

^itnesaee, lestimony of— 

TutsoD, Houiuib, (colored) ■ 59-64 

Tuisoa.Samnel, (colored) 54-59 

White, Larry, (colored) 308-310 

Wilder, 0. B 241-258 

Williams, Joa. John. 22&-240 

Wilson, Lemuel 195-203,325 



Terty, James W., killed in Calhoun County, 1871 

Young, Wy^t, killed in Jackson County, 1869 78,145,150,2 
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TESTIMONY. 



CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



r, D. C, Jane 24, 1871. 



CHAELES KEEMEUN sworn and esainintd. 
By tbe Chaikman : 

Qaeaiion. Where do you reside ? 

Answer, At CinciDiiati, Ohio, or near Ciacioriati. 

Queeikn. Have yon any knowledge of the condition of the late insorrectionarj 
States, so aa to euable yon to testi^ in regard to the execution of the laws, and the 
security of person and property there f 

jBeicer. I have, 88 a temporary traveler tliere, this spring, as far as I could get 
any information ; I traveled there abont a month, 

QueBtUm. Through what parts of the Sonth 1 

Answer. I traveled through Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, 
Loniaiatia, and Mississippi. 

Question. So far as yon have any information which bears upon the subject of the in- 
quitTi state it to the eomniittoe, esclndiug from it, however, anything in relation to 
tba §tate of Kentucky, as that is not committed to us in this inquiry. 

Angw&: Perhaps 1 ought first to state my object in going South, and that will explain 
to some extent what were my opportunities of observation. I went South part& for 
my health; I was a corr^pondent of the Cincinnati Commoroial, bnt the principal and 
main object I had. in view all the time was to obt-ain information, which would enable 
me to comply with the request of a German journal to ivrite a series of letters upon 
the condition of the South ; and preparatory to that I was recommendeil to visit the 
South, and not to write the letters nntil I could see the census, because it was thought 
I conid then better nnderstand the returns of the census. As social science men, wo 
believed that our opinions upon the sobject should be governed bj; the facts, and in no 
other way. I was charged aceordingly to state the i^cts, to avoid forming opinions, 
and not to be swayed by political opmions, because tliey looked upon them as tempo- 
rary, and wished me particnlarly to notice the more inherent social tendencies of the 
pewle among whom I proposed to travel. For that purpose, I determined that I would 
seek information in aU possible ways { for that purpose I visited various gentlemen in 
the South ; and, besides, wherever 1 was traveling, I inquired of all of whom I could 
obtain ioforaiation. With that view, I visited denaocratic ediftirs, particularly editors 
of German papers ; I visited Mr. Alexander H. Stephens, and at his house I saw Her- 
schel V. Johnson and General Toombs. 

QuegtUm. Onr parpose is to inquire into the efficiency of the execution of the laws in 
those States, and the security ol person and property Uiere ; and we wish to get at the 
f^ts which you can give us bearing npon these inquiries. 

Answer. So far as I could observe, the laws were about as well executed aa they were 
with us, considering the condition of things there and the nature of the country. 
They have a large country, covered over wifliplantations and smaller towns and cities ; 
and a persoo traveling through, aod chiefly visiting the cities, would not see a great 
deal of the country at large. 

Qiustion. Was year travel confined i>rinoipal]y to travel hy railroad ! 

Anavier. Yes, sir, almost entirely, with tlie exception of short visits outside of the 
towns. 

Qtiealim. Am principally to the larger cities and towns ? 

AnBvter. Yes, sir. 

QuenUtm. Did you travel to any extent through the county at large otherwise than 
by railroad ! 

Ansvier. No, sir, perhaps not more than fifty miles altogether. I went out from New 
Orleans to two plantations where there were coolies at work. 
IB 
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2 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN T!IE SOUTHERS STATES. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Queatioa. Do yon know the condition of those States tlirongh whiyli you trareled, 
n regard to Elie exeontiim of the laws — whether those States are qniet, &c. ! 

AiuHcer. Where I went is peaoeabic, anil I was ahout as little disturbed as 1 ever Tras 
jn this country, or anywhere else. I walked out in Cliarliston at 11 o'clock .■!* night, 
to the house of a friend, and came back witbont being disturbed. At Mobile I went 
at 8 o'clock at night to the house of Admiral Semroes, and remained tliere until 11 
o'clock, when I returned to my room, and I had no trouble. At hotels I had no diffi- 
culty. At the same time, it Is property say that! found a great deal of irritation and dis- 
satisfaction of a political Mature through the entire South, which, in spiteof adesireon 
uiy part to avoid that sul^ect, would obtrude itself; it seemed to overwhelm their 
niinils — to he ever present, Theyweredissatisfiedwiththe way they had been treated 
by theGovurumeut j but there was nothing except an Lrritation ; they would talk about it. 
By Mr. Van Thump : 

Question. Was there any evidence of violence on their part f 

Ansimr. On the contrary, thej all disclaimed that ; their conversations would indi- 
cate that they regarded the thing as almost insufferable, and yet they would say tbey 
wonld submit. 

Question. How did yon find affairs in South Carolina ; were they not, as you have 
(ibsotved, almost insufferable t 

AnsiDer, If the conversations that I heard were true, the condition of the country waa 
almost insufferable. I was present at the meeting in Charleston where they repudiated 
the eterliuc bonds. I saw old gentlemen, persons apparently with plenty of property, 
""■n who I afterward found to be men of wealth, going on as if they w ■"- 



fied. 

Qaegtion. In regard to what 1 

Answer. In regard to their tasea ; it waa not so bad as they thought; it did not take 
everything. 

Question. Did jou look at the rates of taxation ? 

AitsKer. I nquired into their valnations, into their rates of taxation, and compared 
them with the same in Oinoinuati. 

QwsKon. Did you not find great discrepancy in the estimates of values I 

Answer, They claimed that their asaeasments were really higher thau the value of 
their property. In fact, I can state that several pieces of property were offered to me 
at from two to three thousand dollars less than they were appraised at on the tax list. 
And one piece of property was sold at auction, while I was m Charleston, for glO,000, 
that was put down on the tax, list for |13,700, 1 think, 

Qa^ian. At what time were you in South Carolina t 

Answer, I left Cincinnati on the 15th of March, and I suppose I arrived there iu 
South Carolina in the first part of April, 

Question. There were no violations <jf the peace, or anything of that k4nd, while yon 
were there I 

Aneieer. Nothing at all of that kind. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Que)lii/H. What did jou gather, from your conversation generally with all the per- 
sons with whom you came in contact in the several States which you visited, as to the 
condition of those States in reference to obedience to the law and peace and quiet ! 

Answer. I believe there is not the slightest intention down there to go back into any 
war or rebellion, or anything of the kind. Not one only, but a great mauy, of the reg- 
ular soldiers of the confederate army said to me very clearly, and in a way that I can- 
not hel^ being satisSed tbey spoke their sincere miuds, that all Utonghts of tliat kind 
had entirely disappeared from them ; that they could not be kicked intfl it again ; that 
the general Government might do what it pleased, but it could not tick them into a 
rebellion any more. They seemed, to think that the condition was bad enough to drive 
any set of men into war, but they were not disposed to do it, and would not do it. It 
looked to me about this way, to use as a comparison a medical illnatration : They 
looked to me like a people that are sound in their vital parts, but their blood is pretty 
badly irritated by some cause or other, and they were breakiug ont in spots here and 
there ; if the^ eould only get these political asperities and these political irritetlojis 
from their mind, tliey would be better. In other words, as I said to several of them, if 
they wonld only take their spectacles that had blue glasses in them off their nosee — spec- 
tacles that made everything look blue — I thought it would make tJiings appear differ- 
ently to them. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Is it not in fact very blue times downtheref 
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MISCELLAKEOUS. 3 

Answer. Not so had as tbey thiuk. I tliiiik the South, botli black and ■white, Is set- 
tling down into a comfortable social coaditiou. There aie peculiar circamstancBS coop- 
erating there — the low prices of cotton, togetber with flie law passed hy Congress, 
which liLw was the great topic of conversat ion down Sontb. Take one off or tlie other, 
and they would foelbetter. If tbey got a better price for their cotton, tbej would not 
think half so badly of cougressionaitegislation, or if there had been no leglnlation they 
woidd not think so hadij of the low price of cotton. Bntthe two together make them 
pretty sore. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

ftuejIwMi. Did they attribute the low price of cottoa to cflngressional legislation ? 

Anmier. Ho, sir | they did not do that. 

Qveeiion, But they mixed them upiu their minds ! 

Jnewer. They did some ; yes. 
By the Ckaibman : 

Qaeatiim. What is yonr occupation, doctor t 

Answer. I am nut a doctor. 

Question. I inferred from your medical comparison that yon were a doctor by pro- 
fession. 

Ansieer. No, sir ; I merely nsed it as an iltnstration. I used to ije a merchant, bat 
now I am living on a small country place. 

QueatUm, You went ont there as correspondent for a newspaperf 

Atiitwer. I went ont there as a oorrespondent for the Cincinnati Commercial, and also 
intended to write something for the Social Science Journal. 

QtKBtUm. Your travels there were to enable you to obtain information to write a trea- 
tise on social science T 

Angicer. Yes, air ; the object in tiie first place was to get an idea of the general con- 
dition of the blacks and whites, and the effect of the two races upon each other. 

QvesUiyn, And all that information which you then obtained we will get in your book, 
if it is ever publiBbcd 1 

Ansvier, Yes, sir ; if it is ever translated. 
By Mr. Stevenson: 

Qaestion. Yon did not go into the districts alleged to be in open violence ! 

Ansu)er. Ro, sir. 

Qaesiion. Yon did not go into Spartanbnrg, or Laurens County, or any other comity 
in South Carolina, where there are said to be violations of the law ; or into Rutherford 
County, North Carolina I 

Anevfer. I did not go into North Carolina at all. 



By the Chairman; 

Queitian. You spoke of calling upon democratic editors j did you confine your visits 
exclusively to the editors of oue political party ? 

Answer. There were no editors of the other party down there ; I found some of the 
Germans a little inclined to republicanism. I waa very ansious to gettheirideas,forI 
am a native of Germany, and 1 would seek them out everywhere I could find them, 
because 1 believed that their minds were freer from the iuflnences that wereacting upon 
the minds of others. They had very seldom held slaves; they bad lost no slaves, and, 
consequently, were in a different state of mind, as Ifonnd right away. I visited them, 
therefore, and compared what they stated to me with what I had heard from others. 

Qaesiion. Were the three most prominent men from whom you derived this informar 
tion Alexander H. Stephens, Herschel V. Johnson, and Robert Toombs ! 

' '" ir ; 1 also went to see Mr. Trenholni, in Charleston, and Mr. Semmes, 



n Mobile. 



Washington, D, C, Junes, 1S71. 
S, B. FORREST sworn and esamineii. 

By the Chairman : 
Qii*8(ion. Where is your residence ! 
Avsiner. My residence is iu Memphis, Tennessee. 

Queslioii. la what portion of the country han jour business taken yon within the last 
year or eighteen mouths^ 

Amrmer. Mostly between Memphis, Tennessee, and 
southeast direction from- Memphis ; 1 am on that line n: 
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4 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN' STATES. 

Question. In whnt bnsiuess have yoti been engaged ? 

Angteer. 1 am president of two railroads that we are tr^ng to build in that country ; 
they are now consolidated, but have been two np to witbju tlie last few days. 

Que$liim. Has j'our hnsiuesB brought yoii in contact, U> a, large extent, with the peo- 
ple of the country through which your load passes 1 

Answer, Yes, sir, i b has. 

Question. We desire to ascertain the manner in which the laws are executed in the 
Soutliem States, and the seonrity there enjoyed forperson and property. So far as your 
obsorration enables you to speak, will you state what are the mcts in that respect t 

JnnciT, So tai as I know, I have seen nothing that pi-evented tke law from being 
executed ; I have not seen anything at all to prevent the laws from being executed, 

QaesUon. Do yon know anything of any combinations of nien fov the purpose either 
of violating the law, oi' preventing the execution of the law 1 

Answer. Ido not. 

Qtusstion. I bave observed in one of the Westevn papers an acconnt of an interview 
purporting to have been had witli you in ISGSi, in which yon are reported to have spoken 
of the organiaation of what was called the Ku-Klos in Tennesaee, tlieir operations, their 
Gonstltuuon, the nnmbers of the organization ; aodajsoauorreotion in one or two par- 
ticulars afterward made by ,yon of the ftwts stated in that interview. You recollect 
the article to which I refer 1 

Ansteer. Tes. sir. 

Question. Upon what iufonnation did you make the statement in regard tu the organ- 
ization and constitution of the Ku-Klus in Tennessee t 

Ansieer. Well, sir, I had bnt very little conversation with, that party. 
By Mr. Van Tr0Mp : 

QnestUm. Do you mean with the reporter t 

Ansmer. With the reporter. Ho misrepresented me almost entirely. When he came 
to see me he was introduced to me by anoUjer gentleman. I was in my office, suftcciiig 
with a sick headache, to which I am subject at times, so that I was disqualified from 
doing anything. I was just going to my residence, and I said t« him that I had noth- 
ing to say. That was the most of the conversation that occurred betwixt us. I re- 
member talking to him may be three or fonr minutes. He asked me if there was an 
organization in Tennessee, and I told him that it was reported that there was. That, 
I think, was about the conversation that we bad in regard to theoi^anization. So far 
as the uimibei's were concerned I made no statement. 
By the Chairman ; 

Question. I will call your attention Bpeoifiually to the report of the interview, us re- 
ported in the Cincinuati Commercial of Tuesday, September 1, 1868; also to a letter iii 
the paper, dated Memphis, September 3, and pubhshed in the paper of September 6, 
the letter purporting to have been written by yourself. In the Interview, as reported 



ji the paper of the 1st of September, these st ... _. 

" ' In tlie event of Governor Browulow'e calling out the militia, do you think there 
will be any resistance offered to their acts!' I asked. 

" ' That will depend upon ciroumstanoes. If the militia are simply called out, and 
do not interfere with or molest any one, I do not think there will be any fight. If, on 

the contrary, they do what I believe they will do, commit outrages, oi " 

thepeople^ they a ■ ■' " _ . -. — ->. >. 

, a radical will be h 

upon it as a declaration of w , . ^ 

tion directing them to shoot down the Ku-Klui wherever they find them, and he calls 

Southern men Kn-Klux.' 

" ' Why, General, we people up North have regarded the Ku-Klux Klan as an organ- 
ization which existed only in the ftightened imaginations of a few politicians.' 

'" Well, air, there is such an organization, not only in Tennessee, but ail over the 
South, and its numbers have not been esaggerated.' 

" ' What aie its numbers, Generalf ' 

" ' In Tennessee there are over 40,000 ; in all the Southern States they number about 
550,000 men.'" 

Is there any other portion of that statement incorrect than the portion to which you 
called attention in your letter ! 

Avswei: Well, sir, the whole statement is wrong; hedid not give anything as it took 
place. So tax as numbers were concerned, I knew nothing about the numbers of the 
organization. It was reported that there was such an organization in Tennessee, iu 
fact throughout the United States; but I knew nothing about its operations. 

Quealioiu I will read your correction on that point in the letter of the 3d of Septem- 
ber. In that letter you say : 

"I said it was reported, and I believed thereport, that there are 40,000 Ku-Klux in 
Tennessee ; and I believe the organisation stronger in other States. I meant to imply, 
when I said that the Ku-Klux reoogniaed the Federal Government, that they would 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 5 

obey fill State Jaws. They recognize all laws, aD<l will obey them, so I have been 
informed, in protecting peaceable oitizens from oppressioa irom any qnarter." 

la that the correction which yon make of the statement that I read to yon in regard 
to yonr Baying that there were 40,000 Kn-Klux in Tennessee! 

Jmsmw, I made that statement. I believed eo then, for it was carrently tepottaU 
that there ^ere that nnmber of men. 

Qaestioa. That correction goes to tho nnmber ; that you bolievefl it was ao reported, 
and that you believed there ware 40,00ffKu-KIux in Tennesaee. Upon what anthority 
did you make these statements that the organization existed? 

Attmcer. I made it upon no anthority, nothing of my personal knowledge at that 

Question. Did j'on i 
required correction ii 
lat of September t 

jiflffMWr. I do not think I did. Aa I said before, I was very sick at the time and was 
nnable to talk to this man. I did not talk to him five minntes. He said to me, "I 
will go and wrif« down what you have said and let you seo it." He went off, and I did 
not see anytbins more of him. 

Question. I finrt that in your letter of correction you used these words: "The por- 
tions of your letter to which I object are corrected m the tbllowing paragraphs." Did 
yon not correct all the portions of the letter to which yon objected. Was not that the 
purpose of the letter? 

AnsoKT. That was the purpose of the letter, yea. That was the intention of it. 

QuesHan. Where did you obtain your information as to the number of Ku-Kiux in 
Tennessee? Yon said it was reported and that you believed the report. 

Anateer. I got it from common reports circulated through the country. 

Qaeetion. Can you give us any definite information of any partdciilar i"tsuii from 
whom you got that report! 

Ai)swer. No, sir; I never heard any one say that tboy know any particular number 
of that society ; just a report circulated through the country. 

QueetU/n. Was it from the same aource that yon got Uie report that there were 550,000 
in all the Sonthem States ? 

Attavter. I never made that statement, because I koevr nothing about how many there 

QueiUim. I find in the report of that interview another atatenient, aa follows ; 

" ' But is the organization connected tlu^ughout the States?' 

" 'Yes, it is. In each voting precinct there is a captain who, in addition to bis other 
duties, is required to make out a list of names of men in his prednct, giving all the 
radic^ and all the democrats who are positively known^ and showing ^so the doubt- 
falon both sides and of both colors. This list of names is forwarded to the grand com- 
mander of the State, who is thus enabled to know who are our friends and who are 



I do not remember that there is In your letter any o 

AnsKer. Well, sir, I made no such statement at all to this man as that. 

Quealion. Did yon correct that statement in your letter I 

A-asieer. I do not know whether it waa corrected in the letter or not. If it 

I wish to do it here. 1 made no such statement. I did not have as much c . . 

tion with him as yon and I now have had. There were gentlemen there who heard 

what was said. I was suffering veir much with a headache at the time, and told him 

1 could not talk to him, that I did not wish to talk to him. He asked me a few 



QiifilUm. Is this statement as reported in the account of that interview a correct 
statement : 

" 'Can you or arc, you at Utierty to give me the name of the commanding officer ot 
tliis State I' 

" 'No; it would be impolitic' " 

Answer. No, sir ; I never made that statement. I have received a letter from that 
reporter, acknowledging that he did misrepresent me. I do not have it here. After- 
ward, when he wrote another letter stating that he went with me to Fort Pillow, and 
that 1 had shown him where the negroes were killed, and how the battle was fonght, 
he went on to make statements of all the facta, which stAtements were entirely fidse, 
I had never traveled with the man ten feet in my life. 

Qmstion. lathe whole account of this interview a misrepresentation T 

Avawer. Not all of it. I told him that I believed there was an organization in Ten- 
nessee, and that it bad b<«n reported 40,000 stronK. I told him that ; I said that. 

Qaeetion. I And these sentences near tlie close of your letter of cerrection; 

"1 cannot consent to remain silent in this matter, for, if I did so, under an incorrect 
impression of my personal views, I might bo looked upon as one desiring a conflict, 
wlien, in truth, I am so adverse to anything of the kind that I will make any honora- 
ble sacrifice to avoid it. 
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6 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

"Hoping that I may have thisexplanationplacedbefore your readers, I remain, very 
respectfhl^," &c. 

I win pnt the qnestion again ; Did yon, in this letter, correct aO that y<ra deemed a 
misrepreaeutation in tlie account of the interview with .you? 

Answer. I do not thiuk I did, and my friends thought so afterward. But I am not 
accustomed to Trriting letters, or to he interrogated by reporters. That was something 
entirely new to me ; I did not expect it. 

" — '- - Is this statement in that account correct : 

„„ .„u think. General, that the Kn-Klus have beeu of auy hcnelit to the State?' 
' ' No donbt of it. Since its organization, the leagues have quit killing and murder- 
ing our people. There were some foolish young men who pnt masks on their faces and 
rode over the country, frightening n^roes ; but orders have been issued to stop that, 
and it has ceased. Tou may say, farther, that three members of the Kn-Elux have 
l>een ccairt-marlialed and shot for violations of the orders not to disturb or molest 

Is that statement correct t 
Anmeer Ko, sir : not the last part of it. 

Qamtioii That is, as tfl the shooting of three members of the Ku-KIiis ! 
Ana\cer No, sir ; that is not correct. 
^Mesfton. 1% the other portion of it correct f 
.^.Bsiter A portion of it is. 

Qvfniion. That orders had been issued to stop using oiaskH ! 

AnmxT I did not say that orders had been issued, but that I under.stood orders bad 
been issued I could not speak of anything personally. 

Qaeshon. Well, with your assent, I willpntthowholeof this account of the interview, 
and your letter of correction, into the testimony. [See page 33.] I will now ask it; 
at that time, yon had any actual knowledge of the existence of any such order aa the 
Kn-Klnx) 
Answer. I bad, from information from others. 

Qnestten. .Will you state who they were who gave you that iuformationT 
Anmetr. One or two of the parties are dead now. 
Qwegtiim. Who were they ? 

Amaer. One of them was a gentleman by the name of Sannders. 
Question. Did he reside in Tennessee? 

Answer. No, sir; he resided in Mississippi then. He afterward died by poison at 
Aslieville, North Carolina. 

Qneslion. Did any other person give you that information t 

Anrnver. Yes, sir; Iheard others sayso, but Ido not recollect the namesofthemnow. 
I say to you, frankly, that I thiuk the organization did exist in 1S66 and 1867. 
QiiesiioB. In what portions of the country I 

Aanver. I do not think it existed anywhere except in Middle Tennessee. There may 
have been some in a small portion of West Tennessee ; but if there was any, it was 
very scatteilng. 

Question. Under what name is it yoi 
Aniwier. Some called tbem Pale Fac , 
■were under two names. 

Q,w«^n. Had they an oMoer known as a commander ? 
Ansaer. I presume they did. 

Qaetiion. Was their organization iniUtary in its cbaractier T 
Jinstfer. No, sir; I think not. 

Qwesiiini. Were they subject to command and drill in any military form 1 
Anaixer. They werelike flic Loyal Leagues, aadmetoccasionally and dispersed again. 
The Loyal Leagues existed about that time, and I think this was asort of offset gotten 
npagamst the Loyal Leagues. It was in Tennessee at the time; I do not think it was 
general 

Quesiton Had it a political purpose thou T 
Antwer I think it bad not then; if had no political purpose. 

QuesUan Tou say it was organized like the Loyal Leagues, or in opposition to them ! 
Anaiver I think it was in opposition. 

Question Was the purpose of the Loyal Leagues political t 
Ansieer I do not presume it was ; I do not mow what it was. 
Question What did yon nnderstand to be the purpose of the two organizations ! 
Aiisv)cr I can tell you what I think the purpose of the organization that you first 
spoke of was , I think it was for self-protection. 
Question Yoii mean now what is called Ku-KInx T 

Answer, les, sir; I think that organization arose about the time the militia were 
sailed out, and Governor Brownlow issued his proclamation stating that the troops 
would not bo injured for what they should do to rebels; suohaproclamationwasissuwl. 
There was a great deal of insecurity felt by the southern people. There wore a. great 
many northern men conjiug down there, forming leagues all over the country. The 
negroes were holding night meetings; were going about; were becoming very insolent; 
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. ^ _ . . OF tlio State were very much alarmed. I think many of 

I oijjanizationH flin not have any name; parties organiaed themBclveB eo as to be 

ready in cane they were attacked. Ladies were ravished by some of these negroes, 
who were tried and pnt in the penitentiary, bnt were turned ont in a few days afterward. 
There wos a great deal of insecnrity in the conntiy, and I think this organization was 
got np to prot-ect the weak, with no political intention at all. 

QuesUott. Do I iinderstaud yon to say that the Loyal Leaeue oi^anlzatiun in Teunessus 
oountenanced or promoted crimes of the kind which yon have nmntioued f 

Anaieer.lio not know that they promoted them; but those crimes were not pun- 
iebed; there was very littJe law then. 

Qu^ion. Was this before the organization of the State government, or did it con- 
tinae afterword f 

JpsMwr. Well, it continued so for a year afterward. 

QaestUm. How long, according to yonr information, did this Kn-Klus organization 
existf 

Anaiper. I think it was disorganised in the early part of 1868. 

Question. Did it continue until after the presidential election T 

Atuvier. No, sir ; I think it was in the latter part of 1867, or the early part of 181)8 ; 
I do not know the exact date. 

Qaeatlon. Where can we get the infonnation as to the manner of its dissolution and 
the time of itT 

Anaiver. I do not know where yon can get it. I never got any positive information 
esoept that it was generally understood that the organization was broken np. 

Queition. Who were understood to belong to it T 

Aimeer. Men of the Southern States, citizens. 

Que»Uim. Did tbey speak to you without hesitatiou of the organization, as if it 
required no concealment ? 

Ammer. Ho, sir; they did not. 

QaetUort. Did they deny or admit its existence? 

Anaieer. They did not do either ; they did not deny it or admit it. It was under- 
stood thonch, among the southern people, that this organization had disbanded abont 
the time cftlie nomination t^ candidates for President of the United States. 

QueeHoH. When thejr proceeded to carry out the objects of the organization, did they 
do it in numbers, by riding in bands 1 

Aiateer. I do not know ; I never saw the oi^nization together in my life ; never saw 
them out in any numbers, or anything of the kind. 

Queslioti. Did yon get the same information in regard to that as yon did in regard to 
its origin and its disbaading 1 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I nnderstood that they patrolled communities, rode over neiglibor- 
hoods. 

QuestUm. Did they go in disguise 1 

An»wer. I suppose some of them did. 

QuesUoH. Was tliat the geueral understanding ! 

Aiimier. That was the mmor. 

Qaeatioa. Did they proceed to the extent of whipping or killing men ! 

Anasiei: I heard of men being killed, bnt I did not know who did it. 

Quesiion. Was it done hy these persons in di^iise ? 

Aneieer. Well, yes, sir ; thereweremen killed in Tennessee and in Mississippi by bands 
There were men found down there disguised, white men and negroes 

n Memphis ? 



Qitmlion. Close to the Mississippi line. 

-Susioer. Yes, sir. 

Queslioa. Did not the same organization extend into Mississippi t 

AnBiver. I do not know whether it did or did not. 

Qiieglioit. Have you any knowledge of any secret organization ii 

Aiiaitee. I never heard of but one case where tberu waa anything of that son over 
there, that came under my direct knowledge. 

Question, Where was that f 

AnsK^. At Holly Springs. 

QuesfMui. How long since ? 

Aiawer, In lebT, 

Quesiion. In that portion of the State of Mississippi through which yonr road runs, 
have you any knowledge of any outrages by persona in disguise having been committed 

Auaitey. Only one instance, and that was not an outrage. 

Quesiion. Where was that t 

AiistixF. At Greensboro, Alabama. Well, I heard of another one. 

Question. What occorrod at Greensboro!! 

Atiawei: Well, a man was token out of jail for steahng horses. 
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QueftHon. Did they release him ! 

AnaiKi: Yes, sir, I was not tliere at the time ; I was in Meiiipliis at tlio time ; they 
passed my camp on the road. 
QKesHon. Were they in di^uisel 
Ansaer. It was reported that they were. 
QveaUon. How late was that f 

Answei: I suppose it was eighteen months ago ; may be not so long iia that. 
Queitioa. In what connty is Greensboio I 
Ansaer. It is in Hale County. 
Qae^iox. What was the otho.r instance to which yon wore ahont t« refer a moment 

Answer. The other waa at Entaw, on the line of my road. 

Question. In Greene Connty, Alabama ! 

AnaiBei: Yes, sir. 

Qneatiim. Through what counties does yonr road run ! 

Amimr. It runs through Perry, Hale, Greene, Dallas, and Kckens Counties, Alabama ; 
through Lowndes, Monroe, Pontotoc, Chickasaw, Union, Benton,Mai'ShaU, and De Soto 
Counties, io Miewesippi ; and Shelby County, in Tennessee. It runs across the coiners 
of those counties, not directly through the most of them. 

Question. "What was the occurrence in Entaw to which you referred? 

Ausuia: That was the case of Miller, I think ; I beard that ; I do not know it to be 
IS currently reported there that this mau was killed one night by a band of 



j the name. Miller was an unele of Boyd. 



By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Was it Boyd t 



By the Chaibmjn ; 

QuesHon. Have you any knowledge of any Tisit by disguised men in the connty of 
Pontotoc, Mississippi ) 

AttsKer. I have not. 

Question. Have you heard of none there recently I 

Ansicer. I heard something about some men being disguised coming there, and one of 
them was shot; but I do not know anything about it. 

Queslioii. Do you know a man in Pontotoo by the name of Pollard ! 

Ansjter. No, sir ; I do not know him. 

QuesftoR. Did yun meet a man of that name there in 1867 or 18G8 ? 

Answer. I have no recollection of meeting a man there of that name. I was in the 
connty in 1869, canvassing the county, and I made a speech in every civil district in 
the county, for subscriptions to the road I am interested in. In ISSii I made a speech 
at Pontotoo in regard to the same road, and I met a great many men there I did not 

QuesSoii. Did this oi^anization of Kn-Klnx exist there at that time 7 

Jwstcec. I do not think it did ; I never heard of it. 

QvestUin. Had you any communication with Pollajd about establishing it there 1 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Yon did not know Pollard f 

Ansicer. I never saw him or heard of Mm, that I recollect. 1 do not know many men 
there in that county, except those who were in the army. There was one regiment 
from that county Uiat served under me, and I knew a few of the leading men in 
Pontotoc. 

QuestUm. Then I understand you to say that this whole statement, giving the idea 
that you knew of your own knowledge of the organization of the Ka-Kms, or that 
you knew of their numbers or their discipline, is incorrect 1 

Answer. I never s^d to that man that I knew anything abont it. 

Qweafttm. Had you ever a constitution of the order f 

Answer. I saw one; yes, sir. 

Qtustion. Where was that T 

Answer. That was in Memphis. 

Question. Who had it t 

Ansicer. Well, it was sent to me in a letter. 

QueslioH. Itove yon that constitution yet ) 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. What has become of itT 

Answer. WeO, I burned up the one I had. 

Queation. Who sent it to you 1 

Answer. That I cannot tell. 

QnesUon. Did it come anonymously f 

Answer. Yes, sir; it came to me anonymously. 
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QuesUon. WLat was the purport of it ! 

AwiBer. The purport of that eoiistitution, as far as I recollect it now, was that the 
orgacizatioD was formecl for self-protection. The first obligation they tflok, if I recol 
lect it aright, was to abide by and obey the laws of the country ; to protect the weak ; 
to protect the women and cnUdren ; obligating thenu^elves to stana by eaoh other in 
cnse of inanrreGtion or anything of that sort. I tliiak that was about the substauco 
of the obligation. 

QueHioB. Wae it a secret organization, f 

Answer. 1 presume it was. 

Que^Um. Did it so purport to be in the constitution! 

Answer. Yes, sir j I think so. 

Qaeation. The constitution required secrecy! 

Aniwer. 1 think it required secrecy. 

Question. Did it requiiD the members of the society to obey the orders of all superior 
officers! 

A«sa-er. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Queelioti. Under what penalty ! 

Amwer. I do not think there was any penalty attached ; I do not recollect now. 

Que»liim. Did it refer t-o a ritnal, or a mode of initiation P 

Atiwxr. 1 think it did. 

QueaUon, Wliat was the name of the organization given in that constitution ! 

Anmeer. Kn-Klux. 

Que»liim. It was called Eu-Klux ! 

Atifuner. No, sir ; it was not called Kn-KIus. I do not tiink there was any name 
given to it. 

Queaiion. No name given to it I 

Anateer. No, sir ; I do uot think there was. As well as I recollect, there were three 
stars.in place of a name. I do not think there was any name given to it. 

Qiiegtioa. That is, when it came to the name there was a blanic, and stars in the 
blank! 

Ainwer. Yes, sir. 

QueHUm. Signifying that the name was ta bo kept secret ! 

Ansieer. You are to place your own construction on that. 

Ouesfton. That is the way it stood — (ho name of the organization left blank, and stars 
in its place — that is the way it stood in the constitution f 

Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

Questum. Have you any idea how that came to be sent to you 7 

Answer. No, sir; I do not know how it came to be sent to me. 

Question. From what point was it sent ! 

Answer. It was mailed :Qvm some |ila«e in Tennessee; I do not recollect now what 

Soint it was mailed from. I was getting at that time irom Qfty to one hundred letters a 
ay, and had a private secretary writing all the time. I was receiving letters from all 
the Southern Slates, men complaining, being dissatisfied, persons whose friends had 
been killed, or their families insulted, and they were writing to me to know what they 
ought to do. 

Question. Was there any request of any character to you ia connection with this con- 
stitution T 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. There was no written communication along with it! 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Nothing to signify from whom it came 1 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qaestioa. Was there anything to show where it was priutcid T 

Aiiev>er. No, sir. 

Quesiion. No printer's name on it ! 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qu^gUim. So place at which it was printed ! 

Anateer. No ; there was nothing indicating where it was printed ; there was nothing 
to indicate that; I am certain there was not. 

Qaestiim. It was the constitution of a secret society, organized where ! 

Ansatr. Well, it did not say. 

Question. Do jou believe that constitution was the basis of the organization which 
Ifou say e^dsted iu Tennessee T 

AnSBier. I think it was. 

QaesiioK. Did it require an organization in each county ! 

Ansteer, Well, I cannot say whether it did uot ; I do not know whether they had a>i 
organization in each county or not. 

Queaiion. Did the coustitution require it ! 
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this tiling would, have come up in that shape, 1 wohM have tried to have gotten hold 
of one of these preaoripts, as they were called, to give to you. 

Q,ae»lii/n. la it your impresraun that tliere were sabordiuate camps, ot lodges, ui 
diviaions, whatever they wereonllnd, in each coaaty? 

Anmcei: Well, yes, air ; I reckon there was. 

Question. Under the control of a superior officer iu the county T 

Amieer. Yoa, air ; I presiime that was the iut«utioD of it. 

Ques^u Were they required to report to a superior organization in the State t 

^MffKW. I do not think they were ; I do not recollect that they were. 

Qu^fioa. Intlie account of this interview you are repreaeuted aa saying, " This list 
of names is forwarded to the grand commander of the State, who is thus enahled to 
know who are our friends and who are not." 

Anawer. Idonot think there ia anything iu this preaoriptindicatinganythingof that 

Queatttm. There may not be a " grand commander ; " may there not be a chief officer 
of this organization lu the Statef 

Aji^aer. 1 do not know whether there was or not. 

QaealUm. Yon read the prescript ! 

Ansaer. Yes, sir; there was no name given in the prescript. 

Qa^aiion. lamnotspeakingof the name of the man; but was there not such au oM- 
cer, to be appointed or selected in the Btate I 

Ansvter. It looka sa if there would be in an organization of that sort. 

Question. Is not that youc impreEsion, that there was a State organization, organiza- 
tioua in the counties, and interior organizations in the counties ! 

Ansaef. No, sir ; I did not cooaidet it a State organization. 

QueatUm. Then each county was an organiaation in itself! 

Ansicer. There might have been an organization in the State, but, from all the in- 
fbrmation I could get, it was laid off in counties of the State. I think thia organiza- 
tion was more in the neighborhood of places where there was danger of persona being 
uiulested, or in large negre oountiea, where they were fearful that the uegroes would 
rise up. I think that is where the organization existed mostly. I do not tiiink it es- 
isted at all in the poorer neighborhoods, where there was no danger of insurrection. 
There were a great many fires at that time, burning of gin-houses, mills, &c. 

QuesiUm. Had there lieen any disturbance of that kind in your neighborhood! 

Anawei: No, sir; there was no difficulty there in my neigbborhoou, with one excep- 

Qvixtiott. Did you act upon that prescript T 
Anateer. No, sir. 

QaeetUm. Did yon take any steps for organizing under it! 

Anewer. I do not think I am compelled to answer any question that would imphcate 
me in anything. I believe the law does not require that I should do anything of the 

Qu«8liou. Do yon place your declination to answer upon that ground T 

Anmner. I do not. 

QBfeHon. J only wish ta know your reasons for declining to answer. I will ci 

son shall not 
is as follows : 

"That the provisions of thesecond section of theact entitled 'An act more effectu- 
ally to enforce the attendance of witnesses on the summons of either Houao of 
Congress, and to compel them to discover testimony,' approved Januaiy 24, 1K7 , be 
amended, altered, and repealed, so as to read as follows: Thalj the testimony of a wit- 
ness examined and testifying belure either House of Congresa, or any committee of 
either House of Congress, shall not be used as evidence in anycriminul proceeding 
against snch witness in any court of justice : Provided, hoaeM7\ That no official paper 
or record produced by auch witness on auch esaminaticn shall be heJd or taken to be 
included within the privilege of said evidence so to protect such witness from any 
criminal proceeding as aforesaid; and no witness shall hereafter be allowed to refuse 
to testifi^ to any ia^t, or to produc* any paper touching which ho ahall be examined by 
either House of Congress or ^y committee of either House, for the reason that hia 
testimony touching snch fact, or the production of sucn paper, may tend to diagriiee 
him or otherwise render him infiinious : PrmMed, That nothing in this act shall be cou- 
strued to exempt any witness from prosecution and punishment forpurjury committed 
by him in testifying as aforesaid." 

I will repeat the question ; Did you take any steps for organising an association or 
society under that prescription f 

Animr. I did not. 

Queglimt. Did you communicate it to any other person for the purpose of having an 
organization made t 

Anmeer. The organizalJon was made, T presume, before I ever saw the prescript or 
knew anything a^ut it. 
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QtieitUm. Did you oommiiDicai« this prescript, or any copy of it, to any person, for 
thepuiposeof enabling them to organize under it T 

Jnmtr. I never sent out any of llie prescripts, or anything of that kind, to any one. 

Queilion. Did you give ttiis particnlar prescript, or any copy of it, to anyWiy, so 
that thciy might nae it for organizing uud£r it 1 

Jumper. I have jnst stated that I never gave out any or sent ont any for the purpoao 
of organizing. 

Quegtian. I am now inquiring about this pari^ionlar prescript, not about distributing 
others. 

Ansioer. No, sir, I never did ; I bamed that oae op. 

QueetUin. Did you show it to any one, read it to any one, or allow anyone to read it? 

Answer. I am not ahle to answer that question ; I do not recollect whether I ever did 
or not ; I might have shown it and I might not have shown it ; I do not recollect. 

Qti^Hon. Were there any organizations of this order, whatever it may be, in your 
neighborhood 'after that time? 

Answer. I presnme there were before, 

QiiegJiffB. Were there any afterward ? 

Amaxr. I think there were. 

Qiteetion. Do yon know any of the members of them t 

Answer. No, sir, not now, 1 do not recollect the members of them. 

QuesHon. Did yon know at that time who were the members f 

A»gw^. I do not remember. 

Question. Can you now tell us who were the meml>ers, or any single member, of that 
organization ? 

Answer. [After a panse.] Well, that is a question I do not want to answer now. 

Question, You decline to answer T 

Answer. I wonld prefer to have a little time, if you will permit me. 
By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. What is your reason for wanting time ? 

Anmcer. I want to study up and find out who they were, iif I have got to answer the 
question ; that is the reason. 
By the Chairmah : 

QueBiion, What length of time will you probably require ? 

AiKwer. Well, sir, Ido not know that 1 could say now, as I am in the midst of this 
examination, i would like you to pass that over for the present and let me have some 
time to think over it. 

QKesiiore. Do you rememher whether there were any signs or pass-words referred to 
in &e presoript ! 

Answer. 1 think there were. 

Qneition. Were they given in it, or did the prescript refer to a ritual or mode o£ ini- 
tiation for the signs ? 

Answer. I think the prescript referred to a ritual. 

QaegtUm. Do you know what aJiy of those signs »nd pass- words were ? 

Anmca: I did know, but I have not thought of it in two years, and I do not know 
that I conld mv(t one of them. 

Question. If you can give one now, do so. 

^»aww, I do not believe I could. You will have to let that pass over a little while, 
if it is necessary to answer it, for it is a matter that has gone out of my knowledge for 
eighteen months or two years ; I have not thought of it in that time. 

§aM(io». Your impression is that the pass-words and signs were not given in the pre- 
script, bat were referred to in the ritual or mode of initiation ? 

Avmeer. I am not able to answer that question ; I do not know whether they were or 

Question. Have you ever seen those signs used among any of the men in Alabama or 
Mississippi. 

Ansiver, I never have ; I have never seen the organization together. 

Qu^tiait. Or in Tennessee f 

Answer. 1 have never seen the organization together in numbers. 

QaesHoit. Well, without seeing it together, have you ever seen those signs tisod for 
the purpose of recognition between individnalsf 

Jwswej-, Yes, sir, Ithink I have, 

Qiie)lio3i. You reco^ized the signs ! 

Ansicer. Well, yes, I understood it. 

Question. i;ndeistanding it, then, do yon stOl wish time to consider whether yon 
could give them or not ! 

Answer. I cannot give yon one of themcorrectlynowto save my life , I have no idea 
I could. It was a matter I knew very little about ; I had very little to do with it. AH 
my efforts wei-e addressed to stop it, dishaud it, and prevent it. 
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Qwetion. How did you get to know the sign ! 

Answer. It was given to me by one who, I Bnppose, waa one of tlie memtiers. 

Qnettioa. Did he nuderstand j-ou to be one ! 

Amukt. No, sir, not at that time. 

QuesfUm. How came he to give it to yoa i 

Aneurer. I aaked him to give it to mo in order that I might try and clicck the thing ; 
I was trying to keep it down aa mueh aa possible. 

Queaiion. Who waa he t 

Aiiateer. This man Saunders, who, I told you, died at Asheville, Nortli Carolina ; ha 
was poisoned by liia wife there. 

Qaeetion. When was itf 

Answer. In 1867 ; the early part of 1867. 

Qu^iioa. Were you trying to suppress the organization, or tile outrages you speak of! 

Answer, I was trying to suppress the outrages. 

Question. Outrages committed by colored men f 

Ansieer. By all people ; my object was to keep peace 

Question. Did you want to suppress that organizationt 

Answer. Tea, sir ; I did suppress it. 

QiMsHoB. HowT 

A^iiieer, Had it broken up and disbanded. 

Qaealion. What influence did you exert in disl an 1 ng t ! 

Ansarer. I talked with different people that I bel eved we e eon eet d w ti t Jud 
Tilled its disbandment, t^t it ehonld be broken up 

Qaeation. In the light of that statement, is it not probiblu that th s i t 1 the 
account of the interview with you is correct t 

" Since its organization the leagues have qu t kllin_ and murd rn oni \eople 
There were aonio foolish young men who put m^ska on the r tacea aa 1 rod o\ ei tl e 
country, tUghtening negroes ; but orders have been issued to stop that tu 1 it bus 

Ati»wer. Inevcr uttered such words; I did not talk to that man twenty words 1 

QuesHon. You 6ay you were trying to stop the proceedings, and that they did stop t 

Answer. Yes, sir; and 1 think they completely stonpsd. X do not hear of anything 
of that kind now — of difficulties there — any mote than I hear of them here. I thinic 
that since 1S68 that organization has been disbanded. I do not think there has been 
any oi^nization together; if there has been, it has been, by irresponsible parties, 
without anyorganization at all. 

Question. What was the object of their pass-word ! 
Aaster. I preanme like any other pass-word. 

Qmslion. What was their pass-wocd t 
Ansarer. I cannot tell yon now. 

Qv^lion. Did you knowf 

Ansioer. At one time I believe I did know one of their pass-words, but I have for- 
gotten what it was. 

Question. Was it Shiloh t 

Anstcer. No, sir, I never heard that (riven as a pass-word. 

Question. When you got the sign and the pass-word, did you not also get the name 
of the organiaatiou, so as to be able to fill the blank in the prescript ? 

Answer. Well, I believe it was called the Ku-KIux organization ; I do not know 
whether the young man gave it to me at that time or not. It was in the road, when 
we were talking nuout it. 

Question. Then you at least had the confidence of the organization t 

Answer. I had the coofldence of the southern people, I think. 

Queslii»t. Was there any political object whatever iu tliis otganizatioc 

Answer. There never was, that I eyer heard of. 

QaestiOJi. Yon say you have seen this sign recognized ; where ? 

Anstoer. The sign I saw recognized, I believe — well, I do not recollect now where 
it was ; whether m the house or on the road. 

Qu^itm. Was it in Tennessee 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever see it recognized any place else! 

Answer. No, sir, I never did. 

Qa^iion. Against wlxom did this organization operate f 

Answer. I do not think it operated against any person particnlarly ; I think it was, 
as I said before, an organization for the protection of southern people against mobn, 
and rapes, and things of that sort. I never knew any portion of the organization to 
commit any deed, 

Queatioa. Did yon never understand that they went out and took persons from their 
homes and whipped them! 

AnmKT, That was the newspaper rumor. 

Qtieatiort. Of all those you have heard of being whipped were any democrats t 

Answer. Well, I do not know tbat tliey were ; I do not recollect whether they were 
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democtata or what they were. I heard of some men who had be«n stealing horses being 
whipped, and I heard of men being whipped who had been whipping their wives ; and 
1 hoard of negroes beiog whipped who had been oomuiittiDg outrides, or somethiog of 
that Bort— caught ou the road with things in their pOBsessioD. They were thrashed. 

Queetiim. Did you ever hear of any other persons except those charged with offenses 
of this kind being viated by this party ! 

Anfwer. I beard of Boyd and others being liDled ; but that came more directly under 
my eye, firom the fact that I was building my road and passing thmngh the country 

Qaeslion. Was it not your information that the men who killed Boyd came there in 
the same kind of uniform and disgaise as was used by these men in Tennessee ! 

Answer. I never heard; I onderstood they were disguised, hut I never understood 
what was the disguise. 

Qaestum. What was the manner in which these men were disguised in Tennessee T 

Answer. In almost every shape. 

Qaeation. Did they have masks over their faces I 

Ansiner. I think some had masks. 

QueiUon. Did they have high caps on their heads! 

Jlnawer. Some of them had caps, some had none at all. 

Qumtion. Did they have loose gowns? 

Aneamr. I do not think there was any uniform that they adopted. I heard of some 
having on black gowns, some red gowns, and some with white sheets wrapped around 
them. I do not ttiink there was any uniform. 
By sir. Bbck : 

Siustian. How long since you bave read over this article in the Cincinnati Commer- 
of September 1, 1868, purporting to give the interview with you 1 

Avswer. I have never read it since shortly after it was pubhahed. It was a matter 
like many others. There were a great many thiuga said in regard to myself that I 
looked upon as gotten up merely to affect the elections in the North. I felt that was 
the object of it. I passed it by, w»d have not thought of it eiuee, 

Qveatitm. They have been in the habit of writing a great many things about yon in 
the newspapers. 

Ansicer. Particularly about that time the papers were full of them, not only all the 
papers, but people all over the Northern States were m.iking speeches denouncing me ; 
at least they were so reported in the papers. 

QnesKon. You did not profess to answer what you saw generally in the newspapers f 

Anmrer. I did not ; I felt it was useless, that it would have no effect. 

QnesfioB. You do not even now know tho contents of this article, except such por- 
tions of it as the Chairman has read to you to-day f 

Ansaier. I do not ; I do not recollect having read it since that time. 
By Mr. Poland : 

QatsHon. The letter which you wrote yourself, and which was published, you wrote 
afl*r readinff the article in the newspaper ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I wrote that letter after reading the article in the paper. 

QvmHon. You then knew what it was t 

Ansixer. Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Beck : 

Qmstion. This is your letter : 

"Memphis, Seplember 3, 1808. 

" Dear Sir ; I have just read your letter in the Commercial, giving a report of our 
conversation on Friday last. I do not think yon would intentionally misrepresent me, 
but you have done so, and I suppose you mistook my meaning. The portions of youi 
letter to which I object are corrected in the following paragraphs : 

" I promised the legislature my personal influence and aid in maintaining order and 
enforcing the laws. I have never advised the people to resist any law, but to submit 
to the laws until they can be corrected by lawful legislation. 

" I said the militia bill would occasion no trouble, unless they violated the law by 
earring out the governor's proclamation, which I believe to be unconstitntional and in 
violence of law, in shooting men down without trial, as recommended by that proc- 
lamation. 

" I said it was reported, and I believed the report, that there are 40,000 Ku-Klux 
in Tennessee; aud I believe the orgauiaation stronger in other States. I meaut to 
imply, when I said that the Ku-Klus recognized the Federal Government, that they 
would obey all Stat«lawB. They recognize alllawsandwiU obey them, so I have been 
informed, in protecting peaceable citizens ii'onj oppression from any ciuarter. 

" I did not say that any man's house was picketed. I did not mean to convey tbe 
idea that 1 would raise any trooi>s, and, more than that, no man could do it in five 
days, if they were organized. 
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" I said that General Grant was at Holly Springs and not at Corinth ; I a.iid tho 
clarge against hill) was false, bat I did not «se the word ' liar.' 

" 1 cannot consent to remain sOent in this matter ; for if I do, nndet au incorrect 
impression of my personal views, I might be looked upon as one desiring a conflict, 
when, io Imth, 1 am so adverse to anything of the kind that I -will make any honorable 
sacrifice to avoid it. 

" Hoping that I may have this explanation placed before your readers, I remain, 
very respectfully," &c. 

Did I anderstaud yon to tell the Chairman that you did not undertake to correct all 
tie misrepresentations of tlie correspondence, but only such things as yon thought did 
you personal injustice t 

Ansaxr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Leaving the false misrepresentations to stand for what they were worth T 

Answer. That is what I intended to do. In fact, I did not want to go into a long 
detail of the thing. I said to this gentleman that I believed there was such an organ- 
ization from the best information that I could get. Bnt as to the numbers I did not 
t^ll him, because I knew nothing about the numbers. I said to him that I did nut 
believe there would be any conflict with the people of Tennessee, unless the militia 
went out and attempted to destroy the people, as Governor Brownlow's proclamation 
indicated. 

Qv^tion. What was your understanding of that proclamation of Brownlow 1 I have 
forgotten all about it. 

Avmver. I have not read the proclamation since it first came out. I was v^ry actively 
eiigaged,and have been since that time, in trying to bnild railroads and establish fac- 
tories and fonnderies in the country. I have been traveling and working all the time, 
and I have not thought anythiDR about these things. My recollection of hisproclama- 
tion is that the militia shonla not be punished, or would not be punished, for any 
depredations they might commit upoa rebels ; that the people there would be treated 
as rebda, &o. ; intioiating that if a man killed a man who had been in the soutlievit 
army, there would be nothing done with him. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. That proclamation was issued after the close of the war! 

An&eer. Yes, sir; in 1866 or 1867, 1 believe; about the time of this organization. 

Qwestion. Do you not know the fact that these leagues were organized before the Ka- 
Klux was heard off 

Answer. I do not know whether it was or not ; but that was my understanding — that 
this o^anization was organised aft-er tlie proclamation and after those leagues. 
By Mr. Beck ; 

QtiesHtm, What was the effect upon tho people of Tennessee as to their sense of 
Becutity of life and property, and the safety of their wives and children, after tkat 
prodamation of Brownlow; whatever may have been the language of it, what impres- 
sion was produced upon the people of Tennessee by it t 

Answer. It produced a great deal of fear and trepidation on the part of the people ; 
they feared the militia would undertake to carry out the idea of the proclamation. 
By Mr. Van Thump : 

Qtie»i\on. It was a kind of amnesty for any future depredations this militia might 
commit. 

Answer. Tes, sir; that was the intent of the proclamation ; at least the southern 
people so looked upon it. If a man belongiuE to the militia should shoot you and mo 
down, if we were southern men, there would oe nothing done to him. 
By Mr. Beck : 

§iie»(ion. That was the itnproasion made upon the people I 

Anavier. Yes, sir ' and then the Loyal League coming in abodt the same time, and these 
rapes being committed, and the impudent colored people constantly toting about arms, 
firing in the night-time, created a great deal of uneasiness in the thick neighborhoods, 
where there were negroes ; but in the poorer neighborhoods I do not think that inse- 
curity was felt. 

Qaaiion. Were the white pewle disarmed by Brownlow's orders, and forbidden, in 
organized bodies, to carry arms J 

Ansvier. I think so ; I do not recoUeot now. 

Qaei&mt. Was that the fiict J 

Answer. That was the understanding. 

QaexUcm. Were the militia composed mostly of colored men ! 

AvfKtr. No, air ; not in that part of tke State ; I think that in the middle portion of 
the State the most of them were white men, but I think some colored troops were out, 
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QHeaiion. That milifcia was organized uiiflfir that proclamatioD, aiiil siilistantially took 
possession of tlie police of the conotry ! 
Anncer Yes, sir. 

Question. While they were in power, was it the fact that there were cases of ra^ie, 
arson, house-breaking, and other crimesT 

jBSfoer, There were eases of that sort reported throughout the country; I do not 
know to what extent ; and there were cases where they were tried and put in the pen- 
itentiary, and the governor pardoned them at once ; they were turned loose ; I merely 
heard of one or two cases, hut J do not recollect them now. 
By Mr. Tan Trump: 
Question. Was not the very name of Brownlow at that time a terror to the people of 
Tennessee? 
Answer. It was; they were very much frightened. 

By Mr. Beck: 
QuegWm. So that his militia were not regarded as being pot ont in good faith for the 
protection of the people, bat to put down one party and elevate the other for his own 
political acgrandizemeut. 

Answer. Thstt vraa the nnderstanding, and a great many .men had to fly the country 
in East Tennessee; and a great many have uot Rono hack yet. A great many who had 
been in tlio southern army were killed, when they returned hiuue, by Union men. 
There was more bitterness there than in any other part of the country. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 
QaesHen. East Tennessee was Brownlow's residence before he was governor ! 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Qveetioit. Yon say that whatever organization of Ku-Klus, or anything else, took 
place in the region of country with whiel) you are familiar, it was gotten up through 
fear of depredations by the maitia, and was the result of that state of thingsH 
Answer. That is my uuderstandiug of it. 

Question. And for tlie protection of themselves where the law was considered power- 
less t 

AnsKer. According to my understanding, the organization was intended entirely as 
a protection to the people, to enforce the laws, and prot-ect the people against outrages, 
Qneation. Without any regard to whether they were perpetrated by democrats or 
repnljlieans? 

Aimeer. Yes, sir, I do not think that would make any difference ; that is, that is my 
impression, while I do not know that is so ; that was the general nndorstauding in the 
community. 

Question. So far as you had any understanding or information, was it to act upon 
elections in any shape or form 1 
Ansicer. No, sir, J never heard it said it was to have anything to do with elections. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Questiim. In Tennessee you did not care much about elections then I 
Ansiner. A large portion of the people in the State were disfraucLosed, and they did 
not attempt to make any eflort to carry elections. 
By Mr. Beck: 
Question. Did tliorn not come a change for the better over Tennessee in 1868, in the 
management of their laws ! 
Ansuter. As I said before, tJiis organization was dispersed. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. When was it dispersed! 
Aneaer. In the early part of 1868. 
Question. Do you mean in the spring of 1866 ! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; well, it might have been in the early part of the summer months; 
I cannot say, I do not know now. 
By Mr. Beck : 
Qmition. This communication, in the Cincinnati Commercial, bears date of the 1st 
of September, 1868. Were yon speaking of the then existing state of tilings, or a pre- 
viously existing state of things! 
Answer. Tlie letter I wrote was in answer to the letter this man had written. 
Qtustioa. That was in September! 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QuesUon. And j-ou think that at that time the organization had been disbanded ! 
Jiiwii^er. Well, it must have been later than that; it must have been in the latter 
part of 1868, 1 reckon, that it w 
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Qti^Hirti. Later than you first thought ! 

AnaKo: Yes, sir, 1 think it muat have been in the latter part of 1868. 

Quettiott. The date of this communication would iudicalo tliat it was lat^r than yoiv 
first said I 

Attiwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. 'When was Senter elected governor of Tennessee ; in 1868 or 1869 ? 

Answer. I do not recollect ; 1 have never voted, and haA'e uot paid aaj attention to 
tbe elections. 

QueaUon. Yon never have voted ! 

Answer. I voted a short time ago at MempMs for a subscription to huild a railroad. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

QiiMlMrn, That tc 

Aitswer. No, sir; iuave 
cast since the war. 

By tbe Chairman : 



By Mr. Beck: 

Qiieslwn. Tou could not! 

Attsmei; No, sir, 

Qaesiitttt. At tbat time there was a large number of loen in Tennessee disfracchised! 

Answer. Yes, air. 

QtustUm. And you were one of themT 

AMieer. Yea, sir. 

QusstUm. When that organization was disbanded in 1868, what was the information 
you had as to the reason why it was diebanded t 

A««wer. That there was no further use for it; that the country was safe; that there 
was no apprehension of any trouble. 

Qae^tUnt. You believed the laws would be vindicated without any interference of tho 



people to protee 

Ausieer.YeBtBir', Governor Brownlow had modified himself very much; the laws 
were going on and being respected and e:s:ecut«d. 

Question. Is it your uuderstanding that persons who, of late, within the last year or 
two, have been disguising themselves and violating tbe law, baye been doing it as 
mere temporary organ izatjous f 

Answer. I think it has been among wild young men and bad men ; I do not think 
they have had any such organization. 

Qutstion. They have been called, by the same name of the original organization that 
once existed I 

jlssitw. Yes, sir. 

Qnii,sfym. Wnat is the leneth of your line of railroad? 

Answer. It is two hundrea and eighty miles. 

Question. EuDoiDg through the counties you have named. ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qne^Um. During the last year or two haa there been any seriona trouble among the 
people, white or black, along that line of load il 

Answa: I have heard of but three cases. One ia where they took out a man who had 
been arrested and put in jail for stealing horses. Anotberwas at Greensboro in regard 
to the probata judge, who was a southern man living there. I understood these men 
came to his house ; in fact. Judge Blackford came to me for protection, and I did pro- 
tect him for a week. 

By the Chairman: 

<>u«9lion. He was the probate jnd^T 

.Answer. Yes, sir ; they got after Inm, hut be made bis escape. 
By Mr. Beck; 

Question. In what county was that I 

Answer. In Hale Connty. 

QutsiioR. How long ago? 

Answer. I suppose five or six months ago. 

Question. That was the horse thief] 

Anmner. No, sir; these men went there and turned out the horse thief. They went 
down alter Blackibi'd, who made his escape. I myself came there the neiLt day, aud he 
came to me and I protected hiin until he went away ; finally he left the country. I do 
aot know where he went. I heard that he had been appointed an agent in the mail 
service ; probably, in Alabama. 
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Quesiion, Wliat was tte pretest for annoying bim! 

Anmter. He wa« looked n;^oa. as a man 'who bad ^ren a great deal of bad advice to 
the negroes^ and kepb them in confasion, and off the plantatiocs. He was a southern 
maiif who had beea in the confederate army, and had gone ovei to the radical party- 
He had large meetings of the Degioea at his house, firing aronnd and shooting, and it 
had become Tery dissatisfactory to the people. He was a drinking man, and when 
drank wonld make tiireats. I do not myeelf believe there was any bann in him. I 
had bad a great deal to do with him; he and I had canvassed two coanties together. 
By Mv. Van Tbdmp : 

Question. Canvassed for railroads 5 

Amiver. Yes, sir ; he assisted me in 
republicans in all the eleetious I held ii 
By the Chairman : 

QuMtion. Upon the question of local subscriptions to railroads ? 

Ansvier. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 

QueeUon. There has been some iatimatiou in the testimony about your road being 
Twad to carry men in disguise. Hds there been anything of that sort done on your 
road with your knowledge or consent t 

Awuier. I am satisfied there has been nothing of tbat sort done. 
By the Chairman ; 

Queslion. Is your road finished T 

Aiisa>&. Fifty mOea, on which I am running trains every day. 
By Mr. Cobukn: 

QvesHaa. Where T 

Avsvier. From Marion Junction out to Warrior Eiver, near Eutaw. 
By Mr. BscK : 

QueeUon. The attack on Blackford was because of his official misconduct T 

Ansmer. I understood so ; they never understood whether it was by white men or by 
black men ; they were all strangers there, I understood. They were in the street, and 
I believe they got down and went into the hotel. 

©ueatton. Were they disguised! 

Anmier. I do not thmk they had any disgnisee on tbcir ikees at all 

Quetlton. Blackford was not hurt f 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quesfton. You have stated two cases ; what was the third case T 

Anmcer. That was the case in Pontotoo ; I Ao not think anybody was hurt there, 
except that one of the men who were in disguise was killed. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Qvettiiyit. Do you refer to the attack on Flournoy ? 

AMSKer. That case and the two cases of Boyd and Blackford ate the only three cases 
I have beaid of oa the line of my road. And the cases of Boyd and Flournoy were on 
the portions of the road that were not being worked at the time ; we were not occupy- 
ing that itortion of the road ; but at Greensboro we were working on the road. 

By Mr. Beck: 

Qae»iioa. Has there been any difficulty with your bands along the hne of your roadt 

JnfH«r. Not a bit. 

QitetUan. Do you work many negroes t 

Anstoer. 1 have about four hundred. 

Qxettion. They vote as they please, as far as you know I 

Answer. They voted as they pleased at the last election. About three hundred bad 
come from North Carolina, but they were not entitled to vote; bad not beeninAla- 
bama long enough ; they had been working a portion of the time in Mississippi, and 
they did not vote. But all those who were entitled to vote voted wiUiout any molest- 
ation. I said when I started out with my roads that railroads had no politics j tbat I 
wanted the assistance of eveiybody ; that railroads were for the general good of the 
whole country. We have had no political discussion aJoog the line of my road ; wa 
have had no difficulty. I hired three hundred colored men in North Carolina, and they 
worked for me twelve months ; their time was out last May: they werepaid off. About 
one hundred and fifty of them returned, and a portion of them, in foot i think aU but 
abont fifteen, have come back. They got one-half of their money monthly uatil the 
end of the year, when they were paid off. 
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Question. You say voii paiiTaseed evoi'v civil tUstrict in tiiose eouatiea for .your rail- 
road T 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. In the ooiirae of that canvass did thnre £« 
the lava where jou have been, and protecting me 
trtyl 

JlKSUier. I have not heard of any ; the laws are regularly esccntod. 

Question. In the conrae of your exiiericnco have you heard of a man being molf»ted 
for hia political opiniona upon one aide or the other I 

Anmea: This man Blackford I eappoae was molested because he was thought to he 
tampering with the negroes and preventing them from -working. 

Question. It was believed that Ite ha,d gone out of the legitimate aphete of politics, 
and perhaps advised violence T 

Anaicer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Ilad Blackford advised violence i 

^Msuier, It was a mmor through the town that he had hecn talking with the negroes. 

Qa£siUm. Had ho been advising violence T 

Anmcer. I heard him once advise yioieoco when we were eaiivaeaing together. He 
■was drunk. I do not think he was responsible then. He cauie to me tne nest day 
and said that he was ashamed of himself; that waa at Hay's Mound, 

Qnestwn. What did he say 1 

Jnsuw. I do not recollect exactly his words ; but it was something about fighting 
their own way, having their oivn way, and if people did not let them have it, make 
them doit; stand up to them; it was very offensive. Whileldid not think m.nohof 
it, BOnthem men did who were there and heard it. I told liim that we ought not tf> 
let such things aa that get into the road. 1 was very much abused by some of the 
presses in Alabama for having anything to do with Blackford, and was accused of bu- 
ing a radical myselE The jiapers went on to abuse me about going over to the repub- 
lican party. 

Question. Was the substance of what Blackford said that they should assert their 
rights f 

Anfwer. It was in a loose, drunken way that he was talking to them; I do not think 
he really know what he was saying. 
By Mr. Stevenson ; 

Qaesfion. You have stated the suhstanco of what he said ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Beck ; 

Qae$liov,. That tiey ought to take their rights if they were not given to them, and 
be wonid stand by them ¥ 

Answer. Yes, air; it was in a boasting, bragging, drunken manner, that I did not 
think amounted to anything. There were some who tried to make something out of 
it : but I tried to escuso Blackford on the ground that be waa drunk. I wanted the 
subscriptions and tried to carry all the votes I conld. I set ont by saying that rail- 
roads had no politics. I do not think they ought to have or will have aalong aa I can 

By the Chaulmait : 

Quesliaa. I have here before me a commnnicatJon published in a paper called the 
Southern Argua, at Selma ; do yon. know that paper i 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qae^vm. Is it a democratio paper ! 

An3ti>er. I cannot tell yon really what its politics are. 

Qaestian. The commnnication is very short ; I will read it. It is from the Southern 
Argus, published at Salma, Alabama, Febrnaiy- 3, 1871 : 



"To the editor of the Argus : 

" Sir : I see from yonr article in. yonr last issue, January 27, Cliat yon aeeuse a body 
of di^nised men of going to Greensboro, on Tuesday last, and releasing a man from the 
jaM in that place who had been confined for horso stoaUng. We inform yon, sir, that 
j'uur author has told a malicious falsehood. The man who was released on that even-, 
ing waa not confined for horso stealing, but for kiUing a negro and the taking of a 
Ymdtee's horse, ojjenly, that it might enable him to make his escape from a court (like 
Blackford's) of injustice; and we say to yon, sir, that the party did not visit Greens- 
boro on that evening for the purpose of releasing this man McCrary, but for the pur- 
pose of catching and giving Mr. Blackford what he lawfully deserves, and will get bo- 
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fore the 1st day of March. We Ao not communicate to you for the purpose of clearing 
oniaelres of hut one thing, and that is the release of a Lurse-thief. Sir, it is not onr 
object to releaae thieves ; hat, on the other hand, it is our aworu doty to bring them 
aU to justice ; and we in this section of country intend and will see that all Riievea 
shall be punished to the extent of the law ; and in cases where the law cannot reach 
them, the party that released the man in Greensboro will give them all they deserve, 
and perhaps a little more. 
" Youts, truly, &c., 

" K. ^y. C" 

" P. S. — The writer is a subscriber to your paper, and would be pleased to see this 
and an additional ai'ticle by jon in your nest issue, 

■'E. 
" Alabama, Jaimary 31, 1871." 

Is the sentiment contained in that article really a sentiment which receives counte- 
nance in the community t 

Anetver. 1 do not think so. I noTer read that article ; I heard it spoken of and very 
much condemned by the best men In the county. 

(^neatUm. You think, then, fiat the sentiment there that killing a negro is a less of- 
fense than stealing a horse 

A-aimtr. I never beard of this man killing a negro. 

Quesiwa. This writer says; "We do not communicate to yon for the purpose of 
clearing ourselves of but one thing, and that is the release of a horse-thiet Sir, it is 
not our object to releaae thieves * • " The man who was released oa that eve- 
ning was not confined for hoi'se-stealiog, but for killing a negto." Is that sentiment 
ansmned there at all— that it is a lighter oftense to kill a negro than to steal horses f 

AniKer. No, sir ; there is no man who believes that the offense of killing a negro is 
less than killing a white man. 

By Mr. Steveksos : 
Qwititm. Did you know who this cortespoailcnt was who published the account of 
the interview with you f 

Queslioa. When jou saw him did yon learn who he was ? 

ABsaiee. Yes, sir ; be told me who he was afterward. 

QvxalUm. Yon got hU name T 

Antmer, I do not think I did at the time. 

Queslton. Whent 

Amwer. After the article was written. 

Qii£6t\on. Did you get it from the communication ? 

AtisiBer. Probably he told me his name. I reckon he did ; but it was just as I say to 
you ; I was in that condition tbat 1 do not recollect anything. I was suffering fcom a 
sick-headache, and had started to my house. 

Qiiesium. Did he walk along with you * 

Ansvier, I eat on the steps tor three or four minutes, and then he walked along to my 
gate. 

Quet^on. How far? 

Anrnxer. Sixty or eighty yards. 

Queifioii. Yon walked along talking T 

Antttier. Tery little, I think. 

Qu*«(iOB. May it not well be that you were in such a condition at that time tliat jon 
do not remember now what you did say I 

AnMKT. I do not pretend to say that I recollect all that was said. 

^esitofi. How many men did yon surrender at the end of the wart 

Armner. About 6,000 ; I think between sis and seven thousand. 

Ciwslion. Was it not about 7,000 1 

-AnsuXT, Well, it is likely it was. I do not recollect the number now. 

Qae»tion. Yon would have been more likely to have remembered in 1868 than now t 

Atttwtr, No, Bii'; I do not think I would. 

Qaesiion. Bid yon accept a parole at that time T 

An»iBer. I did, and issued an address when I did accept the parole — I do not know 
whether you have had it or not — it was pnbhshed in all your papers. I said to my men 
that tkey had been good soldiers and could be good citizens ; that they should go homo 
and obey the laws of the country. And so far as I know, not one soldier who served 
under me has been molested for any ofl'eiwe since the war. 

Qmalwn. Were yon pardoned t 

Anejcer. I was. 

QueetUm. How f 

Amwer. By President Johnson, 

Qufxtioa. By a special pardon t 

Attmer. Yes, sir. 
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Qaealion. Wlien! 

Answer. In 1868, probably, immediately after his pTOdamation. I was tlien on mj- 
plantation in MisBiBSijipi, and I fldt it to be the duty of every good man to try to 
restore a good condition of things to the oountry. I went to Jackson and made my 
application for a pardon to Gcreenior Sharkey, in order that others might do it. 

Question. Did not the general amnesty cover your caao ! 

Ansaer. I think it did ; I never held a political office ia my life. 

Qaeetion, Did you speak with this correspondent abont the bad state of things in 
Tennessee, about Brownlow and his proceedings ? 

Anguier, It is more thaai likely vre did have some conversation about that. 

QveaUon. Whs the condition of things pretty bad about that time ? 

Answer. There was great turmoil all over the country. 

Qae&fUn. Excitement mnning high t 

Answer. Yes, sir ; on both sloes. 

Qiiestion. Yoa understood that Brownlow by his proclamation, had outlawed what he 
called rebels ! 

An»wer. That is the way the Southern people looked upon it. 

Question. WeA not there danger of collision about that time ? 

Answer. Yea, sir, imminent danger ; and we camo very near having it in many places 
between the troops and the citizens. I tliink they did have it at J ackson, and proba- 
bly one man -was kiUed. 

'Quesljfin. Wd yon say anything to Mr. Woodward about your regard for the old Gov- 
erninentinisei? 

Answer. I do not recollect now what was said. I have said, and have always said, 
that there was no time during the war that 1 would not have been willing to have 
taken up the old flag with the Northern people and fought any other nation, and given 
the last drop of blood I bad. I have said that, and I say it yet. 

Qaestion. Did you not tell of your love to the old Government of 1861, and your love 
to the Constitution ! 

Answer. I cannot teU. 

QveslUm. Those were yonr sentiments t 

Answer. They were, and are yet. 

Questimt. Did you not talk about negro suffrage f 

Answer. Well, I do not know whether we did or not. 

QneslicH. You were opposed to nes^ su£D:age then, \ 

Anmfer. No, sir. My views in rojjard to this war ai ^ 
of most men. I looked upon it aa a war upon slavery when it broke out ; I so consid- 
ered it. I said to forty-five colored fellows on my plantation that it was a war upon 
slavery, and that I was going into tho array ; that if they would go with me, if we got 
whipped they would heftee anyhow, and that if we succeeded and slavery was per- 
petuated, if they would act faitMdlly with me to the end of the war, I would set them 
feee. Eighteen months before the war closed I was satisfied that we were going to be 
defeated, and I gave these forty-five men, or forty-four men of them, their tree papers, 
for fear I might be killed. 

Quesiion. When was that ! 

Ansicer. In 1863. When the war closed I looked upon it as an act of Providence, 
and felt that we ought to submit to it quietly ; and I have never done or said anything 
that was contrary to the lawa that have been enacted. 

Quesiioa, Did you not talk with Woodward about the faflt that they were then vot- 
ing in Tennessee upon the question of enfranchiaing the whites, removing all disabili- 
ties fiom them? 

Answer. Ido not think we talked upon that subjectj I do not think we had time. 

Qaestuin. That is the reason yoa did not talk upon it t 

An»\mr. Yes, sir. 

Quealion. Was not that on yonr mind at the timet 

Answer. 0# course; that and everything else connected with the political condition 
of tho countiy was on my mind at that time. 

" ■■ ~ was the great question in Tennessee, whether the ^hites should be 



dividnally, but your people. 
Answer. I think the object w 



is to get them to vote for it. 

QaeaUon. You carried it! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaestUm. Did you not say t« Mr. Woodward that if the negroes would vote in fiivor 
of enfranchising the white people you would not be in favor of disfranchising themt 

Answer. I advocated the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments before the people, and 
told oar i)eople that they were inevitable and should be accepted. 

Questiort. Do you not remember saying to Mr. Woodward that if the negroes would 
TOte to entirancnise the whites you would not be in favor of dis&anchising tliem T 
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AnetBer. I do not rememljer sasiDg it, tliouyh I might liave said it. 

Qtuitim. Was not that your feeling f 

Anewer. Of course it was. 

Quettwn. Did jott talk with Mr. Woodward about General Grant f 

Answer. I think something was said about General Grant, iu regard to some ahuse 
heaped upon him at that time, in reference to his taking pianos from Holly Springs. 
I said I did jot believe it ; that I had talied with parties in Holly SjiringB who denied 
it; that I did not believe General Grant, or any other officer occupying his high posi- 
tion, would be gnilty of such conduct. 

Questtdit. Did you ever investigate that matter? 

Qu^Uon. Did yon say so to Mr. Woodward t 

Answer. I did not investigate it thoroughly, hut I asked parties who lived iu Holly 
Springs in regard to it, and they contradioted it 7 

QuestUm, You inquired into it! 

Atateer. Yes, sir; afterward. 

QxeslUm. Before you had this conversation with Woodward ? 

AntrDer. I reckon it was before that, because I bad heard the cbarges made aud did 
not believe them, and could not believe them. 

QuetHou. When this letter of Woodward was pubhshed, did it not create some talk 
and excitement among your friends there? 

AnaiDer. Yes, sir ; a great deal ; not among my fiiends particularly, but among those 
of both parties. 

Quet&m. I notice that it was published in the Cincinnati Commercial of the 1st of 
September, 1368. 

JnsiMT. Yes, sir. 

©uestton. That was pending the presidential eleetiouf 

.Answer. Yes, srr. 

QueMion. The excitement was running pretty high there ! 

Jiwwer. Probably not so high there as in other parts of the State. 

QuettUm. Ton had a State question in addition f 

AntoKer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeetion. It created some4alk, did it not, that a man in yonc position shoidd make 
such statements, and you conferred with your friends about it ? 

Answer. Very little. 

ijitmtwn. Did they not come to yon and talk about it ! 

JlB*wer. No, sir ; very few people talked with me about it. 

QvesUon. How many? 

Angaier. I cannot tell ; I do not think I have had a half a dozen men cotue to me and 
talk upon that subject exclusively. 

^ueation. X moan this subject and others. 

AnsiBer. 1 was consulting about political aftairs as well as other affairs. 

Ques&i'a. And iucideotaSy they would mention this letter? 

Answer. I do not recollect of but very few men wlio mentioned that letter to me. 

ijtusHon. Yon say this letter of explanation is the only one you have made with 
regard to the charges made against you in newspapers or speeches, making charges 
i^ainst you! 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not say tliat. 

QaeaHon. I nnderst^od you so. 

Aasteer. No, sir. 

Qaexlion. How many have you written iu answer to newspaper articles T 

Answer. I cannot tell yon, I think I wrote one other letter, probably two, making 
some esplanations in regard to Fort Pillow. 

Qaestioa. You said awhile ago tliat you did not have twenty words talk with Mr, 
Woodward ; did you mean to be understood in that way ? 

Answer. I should have said twenty minutes, I reckon ; because I sat down on my 
doorsteps, as I said awhile ago, aud sat there a little while, a part of the time vomit- 
ing; then I got up and walked to my house, which was about eighty or ninety yards 
ftom my office, and he walked with mo to the gate. ' -"■■' +*■"*■ ^ ■"■"" *"^ t..>™..ii t„ 
talk with him, and went up stairs and went to bet 
again that evening, bnt I Mever saw him. 

Question. When yon wrote this letter of the 3d of September you were in good 
health! 

Anewer. No, sir; Ihavenot been in good health since Oiewar; but Iwas in myiisunl 
health. 

Qtustioa. You were not then suffering from any headache or pain? 

Anxvser. No, sir. 

Quesliort. Did you say that you believed the Ku-Klirs was orgauiied only in Middle 
Tennessee! 

Antwer. No, sir; X did not say that, I do not think. 
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QaestUni Where did yoa believe it was organized ! 

A«^ii>er. I have no idea where it was organized. 

Qu^twn. I want your opinion about it, not yoor knowledge, your iranressioa about 
it* 

Anav)er. I remarked that I thought it originated in Middle Tenneasec. 

Qu^tioa. Where did this thing spring up f 

Amice)-. I do not know. 

QHestioit. What ia yonr impreasiou, what place ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge. 

Qaestian. Do you say in Middle Tennessee f 

Answer, i think in Middle Tennessee. I have no idea what place, or who started it, 

QaeatUm. Have yon never heard ! 

ArKiBer. It has been said I organized it ; that I started it. 

QaeeUon. Ia that bo I 

Amwer. No, sir ; it is not. 

Question. You do not know who did ! 

Ansmer. I do not know who did it. It was afterward said that ^fc was gotten np at 
Johnson's Island when there were prisoners there. 

Qu^fion. Among the rebel prisoners? 

Antiaer. Yes, air ; but nobody knows, I reckon, where it was started. I never heard 
a man say that he knew who atartod it ; I do not know myself. 

Qftestion. You were then hving in Memphis J 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qmalion. Did you not know that an organization of it was talked of there and 
esposed in the papers f 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question, Did yon never hear of that ! 

Ansmer. Yes, sir; I heard of it, but it was not an organization. 

Qwafion. What was it ! 

Answer. I understood it was alot of twelve andfonrteen-yeaiold boys whohad got it up. 

QaesHmi. Something like the Ku-Klux: oi^nization ! 

Aneaer. Yes, sir; 

QuegUon. From whom did you understand that ? 

Answer. From rumor ; I was not in Memphis at the time that was talked of, but it 
waaalwaya my impression that it was a farce; that it was a lot of boys. 

Question. They seemed to have a constitution I 

Answer. Idonottbinktheyhad; I never heard they did. I know a part of the boys ; 
they were twelve or fourteen or fifteen years old ; that ia, I knew boys who, it was said, 
were caught there that night. 

QaegUon. Did not the Ku-Klux admit young boys T 

Answer. I think not. 

Qaeetion. How old did they require them to be ! 

Aii»wer. I do not know ; but I do not think thoy admitted boys, though. 

Qv^^Hon, What ia your knowledge on that aubject 1 

Answer. My information was that they admitted no man who was not a gentleman, 
and a man who could be relied npon to act discreetly ; not men who were in the habit 
of drinking, boisterous men, or men liable to commit error or wrong, or anything of 
that sort ; that is what I understood. 

Qa^lion. Into what States did you understand that the organization extended f 

Answer. It was reported that there was an organization in Mississippi ; tiat was the 
mmor. 

Question. In what other State f 

Answer. And it was reported that there was one in North Alabama. 

Question. Where else ! 

An»wer. Probably it was reported that it was in North Carolina, about where this 
man Sanndera died, about Aaheville ; those are the only Statca I recollect of. 

Qntiitiiya. Did you not hear of it in Louisiana ? 

Answer. Ho, sir. 

Qiiation. Did you hear of the Knights of the White Camelia there* 

Answer. Yea; they were reported to be there. 

Questioa. Were you ever a member of that order ? 

Answer. I was. 

QutsHon. Yon wereamember of theKnightaof theWhiteCameliaT 

Answer. No, sir; Inoverwasamember of the Knights of the White Camelia. 

Qiteiaim. What order was it that yon were a member oft 

.Answer. An order they called the Pale B'acea ; a different order from that. 

Question. Where waa that organized 7 

Answer. I do not know. 

Queslion. Whore did you join it I 

Answer. In Memphis. 



db,Google 



MISCELLAKEOUS. 23 

Qiiesliott. WLeo t 

AnsK&: It was in 1867 ; but tliat was a different ordsr from tliis. 
^«Mi*n. What was that ! 

Aneieer. Something liiie Odd Fellffwahip, Masonry, orders of tiat sort, for tlie pur- 
pose of protecting the weak and defenseless, &c, 
QueslMiN. Sometbing on the same principles that the Ku-Klti::!: aAerward had ! 
Jnmier, Sometbing similar to that, only it was a flifferene order, for tlio purpose of 
preventing crime, and for the purpose of prot-ecting each other in case of sickness, or. 
anything — preventing disorder. 
Qaesiion. By whom E 
■Anawer. By anybody. 

^melion. From whom did you apprehend disorder P 

Atmcer. We apprehended disorder at that time from nearly everybody. Tbeco was 
a great deal of oisorder from all political parties. 
QamlioH. Psutieulailyfrom what class? 

Aitmuer. From both dassea. There was the greatest hittcmesa there betwixt the sol- 
diers of the two armies— not partionlarly so in my neighborhood, but in East Tennes- 
see, and in portions of Middle Termesaeo. Aboirt Memphis we bad no trouble at all ; 
we never had any trouble at Momphia. 
Question. You had this order there ! 
AnsiBer. It existed there. 
6iies(io». Did it extend ovei Tennessee ? 
Anmaer. I do not know -whether it did or not. 
Qaeition. Had that order any constitution ! 
Answer. I never saw any, if it had one. 
QueetioH. Had it any sort of ritual f 
Answer. INo, sir ; I think not. 

Question. Had it any limitations as to membci'ship ? 

:Answer. I cannot tell you tbat, for I was never in the organization but ooc« or twice. 
I went there more to see what was going on than anytliing else, and paid very little 
attention to it. 
Qaetticnt. Did they admit boys into the order T 
Anmner. I do not think they did. 
Qaeitwn. Did they admit negroes T 
Anmier. I do not think they did. 
Qveetiou. Did they admit women f 
A»MDer. I do not think they did. 
Qmiiiion, It was an organization of white men! 
Anawer. I think so. 

^Merttoii. And from that they called it Palo Faces ! 
Aniwer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Had it any signs f 
ATigaer. I do not recollect any of them. 
Question. They had them T 
Aitswer. I suppose they bad, 
Question. Did it bave any pasa-words ! 

Anmner. 1 do not recollect whether it did or not ; I never waa m it but twice. 
Question. Did it have any grips ? 
Atwujer. I do not think so. 
Qaettiott. Did yoii take any oath T 
An»v)er. No, sir. 

Question. Was it a secret organization f 

Anmaer. I suppose it was. I was invited around there once or twice, and they sup- 
posed I waa all right and would not divulge anything. 
Question. Who invited you 1 
Answer. Some of the members. 
QiKstUm. Who were they ? 
Antnier. I cannot tell you now. 
QuesHoM. Why not* 
Answer. ,1 do not recollect. 
Qiteation. How many were tliere t 

Atmoer. I do not think there were more than one or two. 
Queetion. How many wore present t 
Ansjcer. I do not recollect. 
Question. About how many T 
AMwef. I have no idea. 
Que»tU>ii. Were there forty or fifty S 

Anmner. I do not think there were more than a dozen when I was thelB. 
Question. Where did they meet ! 
Answer. In a hall or a room. 
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Question. In Memphis? 
Answer. Yea, sir. 
©uertifln. Where in Memphis ? 
Aiawer. I believe it was on Second street. 
Qaeetimi. In whose bnildingt 
Aseaer. WeH, I do not recollect that now. 
Qvtaliim. Do jou rememher who were present t 
Aiiswer. Ho, sir. 

QuesSxtn, Ton do not rememher any of them! 
Anmjier. I do not remember. 

QueBfitm. Yon do not remember the name of one of them 1 

Anmeer. No, sir; I might, if I had time to think the matter over, recollect those 
things. In the last two years I have been very bnaily engaged. I came out of tbe 
■war pretty well wrecked. I was in the army fonr years : was on tbe front all the 
time, and was in the saddle more than half my time ; and -when I came ont of the 
army I was completely used op — shot aU to pieces, crippled np, and found myself and 
my famOy entirely dependent. I wept into the army worth a million and a half of 
dollars, and came ont a beggar. I have given all my time since then, bo far as was in 
my power, to try to recover. 

QaesHon. About this order of Pale Faces ; yon understand that to be a secret order f 
Anmeer. Yea, sir ; jast as Odd Felluwship and Masonry would be, and I presume the 
Loyal Leagne was. 

Qv^tion. So when I asked you if you belonged to the Knightsof the White Camelia, 
»nd you said you did, yon at first thought I was referriag to the Pale Faces T 
Anmser. Yes, air. 

Question. The principles were abont the same ! 
Aasaier. I do not linow what tbe White Camelia's were. 

OuesJion. It professeil to be an order for the protection of white people against dia- 
ardera, paiticnlarly by the blacks. 

Ansmer. Tbe great fear of the people at that time was that they would be draped 
Into a revolntion eomethlng like San Domingo. 
Quafion. A war of races f 

Anmeer. Yes ; a war of races. The object of the people was not to disobey the laws 
of the country, but to see them enforced and to fortify themselves against anything of 
Hie sort. That was ray understanding of aJl these things. 

QaesHmt. Of all these orders, Kn-Klns:, Pale Faces, Knights of the White Camelia J 

Anacer. Ko, sir : I do not know anything about tlie Knights of the White Camelia ; 

T never heard of them before. The object of the oi^anization was to prevent a gen- 

*raJ slaughter of women and cliUdren, and to prepare themselves to resist anything of 

the kind. 

QueBfion. Was not that same apprehension broadcast all over the South, so far as 
yonr being in fear of a negro insnrrection or a war of races f 

jliiswer. I think it was. Daring tbewar onr servants remained with ns, and behaved 
very weU. When the war was over onr servants began to mix with the republiCana, 
md they broke ofi' from the Sonthcm people, and were sulky and insolent. There was 
& general fear throughout the conntiy that there wonid be an oprising, and that with 
Ujoee men who had stopped among uB-^those men who came in anongus, came there and 
went toour kitchens and consnlted with the negroes— many of them never cameaboat 
the bouses at alj. It was different with me. I carried seven Federal officers home 
with me, after the war was over, and I rented them plantations, some of my own 
lands, and some of my neighbors'. In 1866 those seven officers made a crop in my 
neigbborhood. I assisted those men, and fonnd great relief from them. They got me 
my ftands, and they kept my hands engaged for me. 

QoMtiifn. The negroes had confidence in them becanse they were Nortliprn men ! 
Anaieer. Tea, sir. I persuaded oui people to pursue the same coni'se. These men 
were all yonng men, and they made my house their home on Snnclays. 

QneBtion. It aeema yon had more confidence in Northern men than otliers doo-n there 
badT 
.Ansnier. I think I had. 
Qaeslion. You say there was 
was in Tennessee, of appreben 
grow this organization T 
Answer. That was the canse i 
Question. la it not yonr impresaion that this organization and iliat samo feeling ci 
tended generally throngh tke South ! 
Answer. I cannot say ; I never heard of that. 
Qveetion. What ia your impression ! 
Answer. My impression is that it did not. 
iiaesUon. Wonld^pot the same cause produce like effects ? 
.instwr, I think it would ; but I do not think they cxist<?A tliroiighout the South. 
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QuesHou. Simply becanse you have not heard of them ? 

JnsMTw. Yes, sir. 

QiK»tUm. Did you hear of thom in ArtanaaB 1 

Anawer. I cannot eayldid. They had a terrilile difHcnlty in Arkansas there; the 
nulitia was hcought out and hnng a, great many mon. 

^KStion. I am not speaking ot those troubles. But did you not hear of the exist- 
ence of Kn-KInx, or something of that Icind, in Arlianaas T 

AnsiBer. It was reported that theywero on White Kiver; that is the only place I 
beard of them. 

Qaealion. On the Upper Wiiite Eiver 1 

Answer. In Arkansas. 

Qiteetion. Was it on the Upper White Eiver ? 

Aiwcer. Idonotknowwnethetitwaa the Upper or the Lower White River; I think 
it was ahont the middle ; I think about Circe, Arkansas. 

Qttealiim, Did yon not hear of troubles in Louisiana— massacres, bloodshed there, con- 
flicts of the races ? 

Answer. We frequently heard of tliom in different places. 

Queslum. Was there notbing said abont Kn-Klns, or Knights of the White Camelia, 
in connection 'nitb. tliat t 

Aramer. I never heard anything of it. 

Qnm\wa. Yonr bnsiness led yon East T 

Answer. Immediately after the war, in 1866, 1 planted. 

Qiustioru I am speaking more partienlarly of 1866. 

Answer. In 1867 I was in the insurance business, as president of a firc-ina 



pany, and I organized a life-insurance company. My bnsiness was ■principally h 
Tennessee and Alabama, bilt my health became so bad. that I conld not travel, and re 
mained at home. In 1868 1 went into this railroad business, and since the fall of 1861 



my whole time has been occupied la tbat. 

QuesHim. And your railroad business leads you Eaat I 

Answer. Southeast, in the direction of Selma, Alabama. 

§ws(iiin. So that you would not be so likely to hear of what took place west of , the 



Angiiter. Of conrse I would have heard ; I suppose it is published in the papers. 

Qaesiion. Have you heard of anything of this sort in Texas t 

Answer. I do not think I have ; I bave heard of some difficulties there among the 
republicans, radicals as we call them, aild scalawags, what we called renegades, South- 
wnmen who Joined the federal army; they had difficulty all over the country. 

Question. Do you call everybody wlio was in tbe rebel army and afterwards Joined 
the republicans — do you call them scalawaifs T 

Anawer. Yes, sir, generally. 

©ueMiore.. And the people from the Korth who go down there are called carpet-bag- 

Answa: They are distinguished in tliat way ; they are not all called carpet-baggers. 

Quesiioti. Why not t 

AnstBer. There is a, difference hetwist them. Some men go down there and go to 
planting, and do not have anything to do with pohtice ; behave themselves, and do not 
mix withthenegroesmorethanwhite people. They are looked uponar ■ "'" ' ■" 
of people. 

Questimt. They are not called carpet-baggers. 

Answer, I db not know that they are called anything 
know some men who stand as fair in miESissippi, Teuuesi 
we have there. 

QvfstUm, Men who go there, spend money, attend fflbusiness, and keep out of politics. 

Ansmer. I suppose liey vote ; but then they are not running all over the country 
holding Loyal Leagues and negro meetings. 

Qaestion. Making stump speeches t 

Answer. Yes, sir; but tliey are quiet people, attending to fheirbusinessas most other 
people do. 

QaesttOB. What do you call Southern gentlemen, who go about the country making 
democratic speeches, organizing the democratic party, and getting it into lino ? 

Answer. They are called democrats, 1 reckon. 
By the Chairman : 

Questton. Suppose one of that olaas of whom yon have been speaking who has gone 
down there and attended to planting, but has been quiet politically, although he is a 
republican, suppose he should take the stump and go to making political speeches, 
would that change the current of opinion against him 1 

Answer. Very much. I do not mean if he was a, gentleman, and took the stump and 
made a canvass like other gentlemen did ; to would not be looked upon just as liiose 
who go around with the negroes, and board and sleep with the negroes. 
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QufstioH. Suppose Le nseerts puHioly on the stump the political opinioaa he enter- 
tains, in a proper manner, woald he be yisiteii witli any reprobation or ostracism, for 
taking that ponition ! 

Anamer. I tnink not ; I never heard of one that was. 

^ueeUon. Tnke General Waruer, of Alabama ; I undei-staud that he went down there 
and went to planting. 

Ajmcer. I do not know him; T never saw him but once in my life ; he 'Was introdnoeii 
to me in Montgomery. I would suppose that if General Warner waa to behave him- 
self and act as I have said, I am satisfied liewould he treated as I have indicated. 
By Mr. Stevbssok; 

Question. Now to go back to this talk with Mr. Woodward ; did you not tell hiui 
that you heheved there were forty thousand Ku-Klm in Tennessee? 

Answer. I did not, most enjpliaticaUy ; 1 told liim no such thing, because I did not 
know how many there were. 

Question. Did you not tell him that it was reported and that yon believed (hire were 
forty thousand of them in Tenn^seo f 

Ansicer. I t«ld him it was reported so. 

Question. And did yon not tell him.tliat you believed so J 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did yon not believe it ! 

Answer. I did not, for I had no more idea than you Lad how many there wei* thete. 

Qtiestimi. Did yon toll him that it waa reported that there were forty thousand in 
Tennessee, and yon believed it, and that they were stronger in other Sontliern States T 

Answer. I did not. I told hun it was reported— I may probably have said that to 
him — that there were forty thousand in Tennessee. It wasteportedso, andyourpapers 
Btat«d it. 

Question. And yon thought it was false ? 

Answer. No ; I did not say I thought so. 

QitestUin. Did you think so 1 

Answer. I did not know; I did not form any opinion about it, because I had no way 
of forming an opinion ; I had no accurate knowledge about the feet. 

Question. Before you wrote this letterof yours did yon ascertain that fact ? 

Aiimc^. 'So, sir, I did not. 

Questiwi. Did yon change your belief! 

Atmeer. So, sir ; I did not ; that communication did not change me at all. 

Quealion. Between the time yon talked to Mr. Woodwaxd and the time yoa wrote 
this letter yoa did not change your belief! 

Aitswer. No, sir ; so far as numbers, position, conduct, and condition of the country 
was conijemed, I made no change, because it was only a few days, and I had no oppor- 
tunity to do BO. 1 have a, copy of a letter here, one of hundreds that I wrote, wiien 
I started away, my secretary, who waa then the secretary of my company, brought it 
to me, with his affidavit that it was a true copy. I wrote a great many letters ; my 
right shoulder wasshot all to pieces and I write very badly, and he does all the copy- 
ing. 1 have that letter with me ; it was written in 1868, and the committee can have 
the use of it if they wish. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Do yon. desire to have it incorporated into your testimony! 

Answ^. I certainly do, as showing my feelings at that time. The affidavit andlctter 
are as follows : 

" State of Tennessee, City of MemphU .- 

"Before me, J. P. Boughner, a notary public for Shelby County, this day personally 
appealed Walter A. Goodman, to me well known, who being first duly eworn depoaeth 
and says : On the 23th of August, 1868, General N. B. Forrest wrote a letter to J. T. 
Brown in reply to a letter received from him. At General Forrest's request I made a 
copy of his letter and now file that copy as a part of this affidavit. To identify the 
copy 1 have marked it "Exhibit A" and have written my name upon it. The copy 
■hereto attached is a literal copy of the original letter, which was mailed on the day of 
itfi date. During the greater part of the year 1868 and a part of 1869, 1 occupied the 
same office with General Forrest and was on intimate terms with him. During that 
time I saw many letters received and written by him, and heard many eonvorsations 
held by him with diflerent persons, in regard to matters of public and political interest, 
and on all occasions he umformlj opposed and discountenanced all acts of violence oc 
disorder, and counseled moderation, qaiet and obedience to the laws. 

'■ W. A. GOODMAN. 

'■ Sworn and snbscribed to before me this 17th day of June, 1871. 
[SKAL-l "J. P. BOUGHKEE, 

'' Kotary Pablio." 
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"W. A. GOODM.VK. 



MlSCELLAJfEOUS. Zl 

"Meku'his, August 28, 1868. 

"TtEAE Sik: Your favor of the 26th iustaiit haa bccu received. While I Hympathize 
Tith yout desire to bring those who were guilty of murdeiing your brother to justice, 
mid wouldwilliiicly do anything in my power to aid you intliis, I cannot conaent to be- 
come a party, either directly or indirectly, to any act of Tioleaee, or to the inftingement 
of any law. On the contrary, all my efforts have been, and shall be, exerted to pre- 
eerve peace and order, and to maintain the law as far aa ^ssiblo. 

"It is especially incumbent upon all good men at thia time to keep the peace. Every 
act of violence, no matter by whom or for -what cause committed, works an injury 
not only to the persons engaged it, but to the community in which it occurs, and 
through it to the whole South. Our enemies gladly seize upon snch acts as the pre- 
texts for furt3ier oppressions, and hence it becomes, more than ever before, the daty of 
every man to refiram from them, no matter how great the provocation he may have 
received. I beg, and insist therefore, tliat you abandon the purpose you indicate, and 
hope that no one will be so unwise as to aid you in carrying it out. 

"Ton will excuse me, I hope, for saying that it was very imprudent to send your 
letter by maU. If it had fallen into the hands of others it might, without some expla- 
nations, have caused some trouble to both of us. 

"Hoping that yon may receive what I have said in the same spirit in which it is 
written, I am. your obedient servant, 

"K, B. FOnEEST. 

"J. T. Beown, Esq., SaraboMt, Tensemce. 

" Original of above mailed August 29, ISCS. 

"Exhibit A to affidavit of W. A, Goodman." 
By the Chairman ; 

n his letter ? 

me Union men, tod ho wanted to try and 
f,et revenge, and he wrote to me to assist him. 
Quesiwn Did he propose to do it by organiiing a party for that purpose ? 
Aiwaer I do not know that he did. He was an old soldierj and his brother had been 
murdered and he wrote to me. 

Qneaiion Have you the letter in answer to which this letter of youra was written ? 
Angler No, air, I burned his letter. 

ByMr, Coburn: 
(Iventwa You have said tlmt y(n 
letters a day relating to matters ir 

Questvm Who was your secretary at that time! 

Atimcer Ayonngmanby the name of Lindsay. 

Qn&ihon What js bis given name t 

Anneer I am not able to tell you now. 

Questum Is he in Memphis ! 

Ansir^er No, sir, 

Question Where is he T 

Anawtr I do not know where he is. Ho w 
him in eighteen moutliB ; perhaps I can oscei . 

Questwn. Yousay yousuppresaed the KuKlan.Klan, How did you do it I BywritJng 
letters ! 

Answer. I wrote a great many letters to people, and counseled them to alwtain from 
all violence, and to be quiet and behave themselves, and let these things take their 

Question. Did yon get any answers to your letters ? 
Ansmer. To aome of them I did, 

Qaestioa. What did you do with themt 

Answer. Perhaps I l^ve some of those ; but most of the other letters I burned up, 
for I did not want to get them into trouble ; I supposed they were excited at the tiaie : 
there was a great deal of cscitement in 18m and 1867, immediately after the war. 
By the Chaikman : 

Question. Were all of these people personal acr[uainta)icea who wrote to you! 

Jlnsicer. A great many of them I never saw. 

Question. How came they to write to you T 

.Answer. I do not know ; I suppose they thought I was a man who woiild do t« coun- 
sel with. 
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Ity Mc. Van Tmimp : 

QTiestion, They of conrse knew jour history, aa liaviug Ijeeu a prominunt ma 
confederate army } 

Answer, Yes, sic; I yiaa rather a prominent m 
bly fought more battles, than any other man in 
more than any other roan that was in it. 
By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Look at this [handing witness a printed document] and say if it is a copy 
of the prescript that you roceiv«l. 

Ansieer. [After loooMng at the document.] I cannot say to yon whether it isornot. 

Queelion, Is it like it in geueraJ terms f 

Aneuier. It looks something like it. 

Questiim. To the Lest of yonr heliof is that or not a copy of the preeeript yon re- 
ceived ! 

Answer. It looks very much like it ; I would not say from memoiy that it is a tme 
copy of it. 

Qfiestion. This ia proved to have come from Tennessee, and purports to be a prescaipt 
of a secret order there ; and to the best of yonr helief tJiis is a copy of the one yon re- 
ceived? 

Answer. I see there are some things in it, while I cannot say it isTetbatimjit looks a 
great deal like it. I have not seen one of tbem since 1868. 

^uesHoH. If yon want to examine it further you can do so. 

Answer. 1 do not think that is necessary ; I would not bo able to say positively that 

^aesUaa. lb looks like it t 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Oueslion, Do you think this dillors 

Answer. I think there are sovoial ti 
that I can explain them now. 

QuesiUm. If you see aily important difference you can state it. 

Answer. [After examining the document s^ain.] This is not what 1 saw. 

Quealioii. It has a general resemblance to it^ 

Answer. Something similar, but this is not what I saw. 

QTieeliott. You think you saw something additional to this f 

Ansvxi: Something difl'erent ; I do not know that it was additional, because I do not 
think I ever saw this belbre. 

QaesHon. Did you ever see anything like it ? 

Answer. It was gotten up something on this plan, but I do not think it wns this ; I 
conld not say this was the same. 

QuMliiMi, Something on tMs general plan ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

^ueslion. Were the same terms used T 

Answer. No, sir, I do not think they were. 

QiuMion. None i>f them^ 

Answer. There may have been some of them used ; but I do not think the other used 
all these terms. 

QaegtUm. What were tie terras used in the other differing from those used in thist 

Answer. As I said to you to-day, I conld not tell ; it was two or three years ago ; 
1 have been very bnsily engaged; it was a matter that gave me but very little thonght 
at the time, and of course 1 did not charge my memory with it, for I was eng^ed in 
other matters. 

Qnealion. Do you think you would know the prescript now if you saw it '. 

Anmcer. I doubt it; I doubt whether I would know it if I should see it. 

Mr. Stevenson. I ask that this document be attached to the testimony of this wit- 
ness. It will be found in Miscellaneous Doeiunent No. 53, second session Forty-first 
Congress, House of Representatives ; being one of the papers in the contested election 
case of Sheafe vs. Tillman, from the fourth congressional district of Tennessee. (See 
page 35 of this testimony.) 
. By Mr. Cobubm : 

QiiestioB. You have said something about a war of races being appreheudtd. Had 
yon any more reason to apprehend a war of races after tlio rebellion was over than 
during the rebellion I 

An$wer. A great deal more. 

Question. Why was thatf 

Jbrncer. For the reason that during the war the negroes remained at home working 
and were quiet, and were not organiaed. After the war, they left their homes, traveled 
all over the country, killed ail the stock there was in the country to eat, were holding 
tJiese night meetings, were carrying arms, and were making threats. 
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Quesiion. la not the uegro naturally submissiTe and C[niet5 

Amwer. Generally so, 

Questfoa. Were they Buffering from tlie hands of the white men as many wrongs 
after the war as before and during the war ? 

Anawer. I think more; I do not think they WMe suffering any during the war. 

Question. What wrongst 

Answer. They were diaaatiafied and dispoaed to fight and he abnaivo. They would 
kill stock, and wlen arrested lai^^e crowds of them woold gather around the magis- 
trafwi' officea, and threaten to taie them away, and they did in several instaaeea ; and 
they bad fights. 

QaeslUm. Yon aay there was a general apprehension thronghont the whole country 
that there wonld be a war of races t 

Jnaiuer. 1 think so; there w 

QaeMiott. What class of mei 
dies and rough menT 

Answer. Ho, sir ; worthy men who belonged to the southern army ; the others were 
not to be trusted ; they would not fight when the war was on them, and of course they 
would not do anything when it was over. 

Question. Do yon think that had any effeot thronghout the South to prevent a war of 
racesS 

Answer. I think the organizing of these men, and showing a disposition that we were 
prepared to resist it, prevented it. 

Question. Yon think the negroes understood that to bo tie fact, that there was an 
organization throughout the South of that kind! 

Answer. I think so. 

Qnes^on. And hence they behaved themselves better T 

Answer. I think so ; I know one man in Maury County told me that he had lost neatly 
eveiything that be had ; that the pike that passed bis house used to be lined from dark 
till daylight with negroes traveling forward ; that these men traveled up the road one 
night, about twenty of tbem, in disguise ; that it bad been a month since those men 
had passed up the road, and be had not seen a negro there aLnight since then. 

Qu»itUm. Were there no lawless white men who went around robbing ? 

Answer. I think bo, and on tbe negroes' credit too. 

Question. By what means did these " Palo Faces" expect to prevent these disorders T 

AnsKter. By organizing themselves and holding themselves in readiness to resist any- 
thing of that sort that did occur. 

Question. By what means f 

Answer. Of course they had but one way to resist ; they did not expect any assist- 
ance from the government of the State of Tennessee. 

Question. Prevent itby punishing the offendersf 

Answer. And defending themselves. 

Qmstion. Suppose an outrage was committed and they caught tbo offender, what 
would they do f 

Amnier. There was more or less mob law about that time through the Soatbctn 
States. 

QvesUon. The object was to resist outlawry and punish offenders? 

Ansttter. Yes, sir ; I do not think the people intended to go and violate or wrong any 
nno ; but it was to punish those men who were guilty, and who tbe law would noc 
touch ; and to defend themselves in case of an attack. 

QaesUon: What reason have you to believe that they have disbanded f 

Answer. From the fact that I do not heai anything of them, and it was generally 
understood that they were to be disbanded ; it was generally understood throughout 
the country I have been in that they have disbanded, that there was no organization, 
and nothing in that line, except amongst lawless men — men who were trying to do 
something tney ought not to do, to violate the law. 
By the CniiKMAN; 

Question. Yon desired time to consider whether you would give us tbe names of those 
persons whose names were asked of you ! 

Answer. I cannot give you the names of those people ; I do not recollect them. 

■Question. Yon gave the name of one man who was dead; another who was also dead 
you did not give the name off 
.An»wer. Two of these men have gone out of the country ; they are not in the oonntry 

Que4&mi Who are they J 

Answer. One was named Jones. 

QuealiM. What was bis first name 1 

Anaicer. He has gone to Brazil, and has been there for two or three years. 

Question. What was the name of tbe other I 

Answer. I am trying to think who be was ; I cannot call his name to taiai Tunr. 
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QuestUm. Are those all the names jou wish to gise or can give ! 

Anauier. I might give jou more names if I 1ml time to tbiak about the thing. Of 
conise I have uot bad time to think this tiling oyer aiaee we spoke about it a while 
ago, for I bare been mteirogated all the time buaily. 

Mr. Stevenson. I shonld like to have it uuderstood that this witness win give us 
tbeae names as'soon as he can remember them. If he cannot remembei tkem in time 
to appear before the committee and give them, then that he wiU send in writing to 
the chairmau a list of sucb names as be may hereafter remember. 

The CsiiEMAN. That will be very desirable. 

The Witness. I am disposed to do all I can to try and fetch these troubles to an end. 
I went into the army aa a private, and fought my way np to the rank of lieutenant 
general. I tried to do my duty aa a soldier, and since I have been out of the war I 
have tried to do my duty as a citizen. Ihave done more probably than any other man 
in the Sonth to auppresa these diiUcultiea and keep them down. While I have been 
Tilified and ^bused in the papers, and accused of things I never did while in the 
army and since, I have no desire to hide anything from you at all. I want this matter 
settled ; I want our country quiet once more ; and I want to ace our people united and 
working together harmonioualy. 

P.y the CHiinMiN : 

Question. So far as this secret organization is concerned, the purpose of this commit- 
tee is not merely to ascertain who aremembersof it for the pnrpose of prosecuting them 
for crime, but to ascertain whether it continues to eixist, and who are responsible for 
the present commission of crimes of this chaiater, wherever they occur in the Southern 
States. 

Answer. I am aatisiied, from my knowledge of the affair, that no such organization 
does exist; that it was broken up in |1868, and never has existed since thut time as 
an organization. 

Qaeetiim. Do you mean that to apply to all the !at« insurrectionary States T 

JngMwr. 1 mean that to apply to this organization of the Kn-Klus Klan. 

Question. In Tennessee! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaeatUm. And Alabama and Mississippi, North Carolina and South Carolina ! 

Answer. So far aa I know ; that was the understanding, that it was to be broken up 
wherever it existed, and to be no longer countenanced. 

Quesii'on. Can you say that other men who were in the organization, and who felt 
difierently from you, have not kept it alive for political purposes^ 

Answer. I do not think it has been done as an organization ; I think all this that ha» 
been done in the course of eighteen months has been done by parties who 41^ not 
responsible to anybody. 

Queslion. Were those who were in the organization, which you say you believe has 
been disbanded, principally men who had been soldiers in the confederate army ) 

Avsiver. I think they were. 

QumUoa. Almost entirely! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr, Stevenson : 

QvtsUon. Yon say they wel'o men of character and position ! 

Anaioer. Well, they were men who it was thought would behave themselves, andact 
friendly, and do discreetly. 

QveaHon. Not rash, wild men t 

Anttmr. No, sir. The object of the organization was to keep out everything of that 
sort, and to prevent difGculty as far as it could. 

^lesHoii. 60 far as you know, it was composed of the best class of southern citizens 1 

Answer. I do not know whether you might term them the best class or not. 

QuteUon. Let us have your understanding of it; were they men of substance and 
property 1 

Anatver. My understanding is that those men who were in the organisation were 
young men mostly ; men wbo had been in the southern army, and men who conld be 
relied upon in case of a difflculty — of an attack from the negroes — who could be relied 
upon to defend the women and children of the country. 

Question. Were they men of sufficient substance and means to go about from one 
place to another t , 

Answer, WelJ, they were in the habit, about the close of the war, of going almost 
«verywhere and anywhere without much assistance. We traveled about very fteely 
sometimes during the war ; this was immediately after the war. 

Qumtion, IJet me understand ; suppose that, when the organization was in full work- 
ing order, a conflict should have occurred, for instance, at-Memphis, between the whites 
and blacks. The blacks outnumbered you there, did they not 1 

A'tsKcr, Yea, sir. 

QuestUm, And in aU that river valley ! 
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Anmeer. Yes, sir. 

QatgUtm. Suppose a conflict hatl oecnrreil there, Tias tlie organizatioii compoBed ctf 
BQcli men tliat tbey could IiaTC como &om other parts to assist the whites In that 
region f 

Ansicer. In a case like that they would have come, from the fact that they ■would 
have gathered up everything available in the way of transportatioo. 

^uesiioM. From where would they have come? 

An»v)er._ Prom the 'country wherever they heard of it. 

Qiitttitm. As many aa were needed t 

Answer. Yes, sir. I mil mention one ease that occurred in ISfiS. At Crawfordsville, 
on the Mobile and Ohio Bailroad, the citizens and negroes had a difQcnlty, and the 
negroes threat^ed to bum the town. It was telegraphed up to West Pointfibrty 
miles above there, and to Columbus also. I was tlien on my way to Memphis, when 
I got to the Mobile road I found these men had got aU the trains they eould and started 
down, and I went with them. The negroes were about eight hundred strong, and were 
out at the edge of the town ; the people of the town had fortified themselves ; the 
negroes had burned one house. When I got there I got the white people together, 
organized them, and made speeches to them. I told them to be quiet, and we would 
see if this could bo settled. I then got on a horse and rode i»ver to the negroes and 
made a speech to them. The negroes dispersed and went home, and nothing was 
done ; there was nobody hurt, nobody molested. But they were jnat on the point 
where it was liable that fifty or five hundred men would bo killed. Those negroeshad 
fallen out with a young man who was goiuE down the road ; his horse Lad got scared 
when they came along, had kicked out a httle, and run against their trumpeter and 
knocked him down. They followed him iuto town to beat him^ and then they gath- 
ered together. I am satisfied I prevented bloodshed there by getting those men to- 
gether and talking to tltem, and by talking to the negroes and getting them to go 

QuestioH. What do you snppose would have happened if you had not taken the 
course you did ? 

Aimoer. There would have been a general fight. 

Queslion. Suppose the negroes had succeeded and whipped the whites ! 

Answer. The whites would have called in more help. Ybuwould have gone, Ireiiiou, 
if you had been there. J do not suppose there is a white man that would not take 
sides against the blacks, and with his own race. 

Question. Men at a great distance would not know which side was to blaJce, woul<! 
tbeyt 

Aimeer. But in the case of a fight like that 

By Mr. Tas Thump: 

Qiieititm. In the event of a war of races down there, do you not think (he excite- 
ment would reach North i 

Answer. I think it would. I think we would find a great many peojito up here who 
would go down there and help us if we had the worst of it. 
By Mr. STEVEttSON : 

Questiott. Might they not stop to inquire who was right and who was wrong ? 

Ansicer. I think tbey might. 

Queslimi. Those people did not, in that case 1 

Avsitier. They had not done any thing j wo were going there to protcet the people. 
They did not fire a gun. 

Question. Had they organized f 

Ansieer. Both had organized ; the negroes had organized, and the white people had 
organized. They went there with their arms, bat they went*thete after these people 
at Crawfordsville had telegraphed that they were about to be attacked by an over- 
whelming force of armed negroes. 

Qu^iWH. You say you think the people North would join with you in such a war aa 
thatt 

Answer. I did not say that. 

Qaealion, Do you or not thiulc that the people of the North would join in it * 

Answer. I do not know whether they would or not; but I think their sympathies 
would be with their own people. 

QnestUin. Suppose the whites of the South were getting the worst of it T 

Amwer. 1 think if the people of tbe North have the same feelings that the people of 
the South have, they would assist them. That is all owing to what is the feeling here ; 
whether they have the same sympathy with the while people, one with another, that 
they do iutho Southern States. 
Question. You think they have t 

Answer. I have no reason to believe that they have not. 

<>ti«slion. What is your belief as to whether any of these orders extended into the 
Northern States; those "Pale Faces," or anythingof that sort? 
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Anneer. I neper kuew anything of that sort. 'I onderstood you bad similar orders 
here in the North ; that is, you hsA the Grand Army of the Republic and otier organ- 
iaatiouB here similar to thut. 

Qaesiiim, Similar to such as you. had down there ! 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qusstkm. From whom did yon anderstand tbat 1 

Anncei: From rumor ; nothing elae. 

Question, Did you get any letters from the North in your correspondence ? ■ 

Answer. I got letters from northern citizens urging me to try and keep things quiet, 
and let it work itself offi 

Question. All seemed to look to you 1 

Answer. Ho, sir ; not particularly so, I suppose they looked to other men as well as 
to me. 

QaeiHan. Did you ever hear of anybody else having such correspondence t 

Ansmer. I understood that a great many of our son them men corresponded with their 
friends in the North, and that was the advice of the northern people generally, to try 
and keep this thing down. 

Qaestiott. I did not understand jou to say whether you would send ua those names by 
mail or not. 

An^ttter. I did not say whether I would or not. 
By the Chaibmas : 

Questi&n. Did yon say yon got advice from northern people in 1868 to have the Ku- 
Ela£ society suppressed T 

Answer, No, not the Ku-Klnx ; I do not want to be understood that way, I got let- 
tera flxim persons in the Northern States whom Iknewy givingit as their opinion that 
■we should try and restrain everybody there from diffloulty and violence, to let this 
thing blow over, work itself off in that way. 



(Special coo'es/wii^erece, Cincmnaii Comiaeixial.) 

MBMPHI8, Tbnn., Aujfust 28, 1868. 

To-day I have enjoyed "big talks" enourfi to have gratified any of the famous In- 
dian chiefs who have been treating with General Sherman for the past two years. 
First I met General N. B. Forrest, then General Gideon A. Pillow, and Governor Isham 
G. Harris. My first visit was to General Forrest, whom I found at hia ofBce, at 8 
o'clock this morning, hard at work, although complaining of an illness contracted at the 
Now York convention. The New Yorkers must be a bad set indeed, for I have not met 
SL single delegate from the Southern States who has not been ill ever since he went 
there. But to General Forrest. Now that the southern people have elevated him to 
the position of their great leader and oracle, it may not be amiss to pre£«ie my conver- 
sation with bim with a brief sketch of the gentleman. 

I cannot better personally describe him than by borrowing the language of one of 
his biographers. " In person he is six feet one inch and a half in height, with broad 
shoulders, a full chest, and symmetrical, mascular limbs ; erect in carriage, and weighs 
ono hundred and eighty-five pounds ; dark-gray eyes, dark hair, mustache, and beard 
worn npon the chin; a set of regular white teeth, and clearly cut features ;" which, 
altogether, make him rather a handsome man for one forl^-seven years of age. 

Previous to the war — ifi 1852 — he left the business of planter, and came to this city 
and engaged in the business of " negro-trader," in which traffic he seems to have been 
qiiite snecessful, for, by 1861, he had become the owner of two plantations a few mites 
below here, in Mississippi, on which he produced about a thousand bales of cotton 
each j^ear, in the mean time carrying on the negro-trading. In June, 1861, ho was 
authorized by Governor Harris to recruit a regiment of cavalry for the war, which ho 
did, and which was the nucleus around which he gathered the army which he com- 
manded as a lieutenant general at the end of the war. 

After being seated in his office, I said : 

"General Forrest, I came especially to learn your views in regard to the condition 
of yoni civil and pohtical afiairs in the State of Tennessee, and the South generally. 
1 desire them for publication in the Cincinnati Commercial. I do not wish to mis- 
interpret you in the slightest degree, and therefore only ask for Buoh views as you 
are willing I should pubhah." 

'" I have not now," he replied, " and never have had, any opinion on any public or 
political subject which I would object to having pnbliahed. I mean what I say, honestly 
,and earnestly, and only object to being misrepresented. I dislike to be placed before 
'the oonntry in a fiilse position, e^eciiflly as I have not sought the reputation which I 
have gained." 
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it possibly bo 
_ ^ ^ ^ . u loral Govern- 

ment, the State government of Tennessee, tlie radical party, both in and out of the 
State, and npon the question of negro suffrage." 

" Well, sir," said he, " wboo I surrendered iqt seven tliousaud men in 1805, 1 accepted 
a parole honestly, and have observed it faithfully up to to-day. I have connaeled 
peace in all the speeches I have made. I have advised _niy people to submit to the 
laws of the State, oppte«sive as they are, and nnconstitutional as I believe them to be. 
I was paroled and not pai'doned until the issuance of the last proclamation of general 
amnesty ; and, therefore, did not tbini it prudent for me to take any active part until 
the oppression of my people became so great that they conid not endave it, and then I 
wonld be with them. My friends thought differently, and sent me to New York, and 
I ana glad I went there." 

" Then, I suppose, general, that yon think the oppression has become so great that 
your people should not longer bear it." 

" No," he answered, " it ia growing worse hourly, yet I have said to the people, ' Stand 
fast, let ns try to right the wrong by legislation.' A few weeks ago I was called to 
Nashville to Gonnsel with other gentlemen who had been prominently identified with 
the canse of the confederacy, and we then offered pledges which we thought would be 
satisfactory ix> Mr, Btownlowand hislegislatare,aiid wo told them that, if they would 
not call out the militia, mo would i^pree to preserve order and see that the laws were 
enforced. The legislative committee certainly led mo to believe that our proposition 
wonid be accepted and do militia organized. Believing this, I came home, and advised 
all of my people to remain peaj^eful, and to offer no resistance to any reasonable law. 
It is tnie mat I never have recognised the present government in Tennessee as having 
any legal existence, yot I was willing to submit to ft for a time, with tlie hope that the 
■wrongs might be rizhted peaceably." 

" What are your feolings toward the Federal Government, general t" 

" I loved the old Government in lefil ; I love the old Constitution yet. I think it the 
best government in the world if administered as it was before the war. I do not hate 
it; I am opposing now only the radical revolutionists who me trying to destroy it. I 
believe that party to be composed, as I know it is in Tennessee, of the worst men on 
God's earth — men who would hesitate at no crime, and who have only one object in 
view, to enrich themselves." 

" In the event of Governor Brownlow's calling out the militia, do yon think there 
will be any resistance offered to their actsf I asked. 

" That will depend upon circumstances. If ttie militia are simply called out, and do 
not interfere with or molest any one, I do not think there will be any fight. If, on the 
contrary, they do what I believe they will do, commit outr^^s, or eveu one outrage, 
upon the people, they and Mr. Brownlow's government will be swept out of existence ; 
not a radical will be left alive. If the militia are called out, we cannot but look upon 
it as a declaration of war, because Mr. Brownlow has already issued his proclamation 
directing tliem to shoot down the Kn-Klux wherever they fmd them ; and he calls all 
southern men Ku-Elus." 

" Why, general, we people up north hare regarded the Ku-Klux Klan as an organiza- 
tion which existed only in the fUgbtened im^iuations of a few politicians t 

" Well, sir, there ia snch an organization, not only in Tennessee bnt all over the 
Sottth, *aiid its numbers have not been exaggerated." 

" What are its numbers, general t " 

"In Tennessee there are over forty thousand; in all the Southern States about five 
hundred and fifty thousand men." 

"What is the charactOT of the oi^anization, may I inquire I" 

" Yes, sir. It is a protective, pobtical, military organization. I am willing to show 
any man the constitution of the society. The memticrs are sworn to recognize the 
Government of the United States. It does not say anything at all about the govern- 
ment of the State of Tennessee. Its otgects originally were protection against Loyal 
Lei^ues and the Grand Army of the Eepnblic ; but after it became general it was 
fonnd that political matters and interests coald best be promoted witbiu it, and it was 
then made a political organisation, giving its support, of course, to the democratic 
party." 

" Bnt is the organization connected throughout the State ! " 

"Yes; it is. In each voting precinct there is a captain, who, in addition to his other 
dnties, IS required to make out a list of names of men in his precinct, giving all the 
radioala and all the democrats who are positively known, and showing ako the doubt- 
full on both sides and of both, colors. This list of names is forwarded to the grand 
oommander of the State, who is thus enabled to know who are our friends and who 

" Can yon, or aro you at liberty, to give me the name of the commanding officer of 
this State?" 



" Ko; it would bo impolitic. 
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" Then 1 suppose that there can be no donbt of a conflict if the militia interfere with 
the people ; is that joar view V 

" Yea, sir ; if they attempt to cany out Governor Brownlow's proolaraation, by 
shooting down Ku-Klus — for he calls all southern men Ku-Klux — if they go to 
hunting down and Bbooting these men, there wiU bo war, and a bloodier one than 
ive have ever icituessed, I have told these radicals hero what they might expect 
iu such an event. I have no. powder to burn killing negroes. I intend to kfll the rad- 
icals. I have told them this and more. There is not a radical leader in this town bnt 
is a marked man ; and if a trouble should break out, not one of them would be left 
alive. I have told them that they were trying to create a disturbance and then slip 
nut and leave the conseiiuences to fall upon ^e negro; but they can't do it. Their 
houses are picketed, aud when the light comes not one of tbem would ever get out of 
this town aflve. We don't intend they shall ever get out of the country. But I want 
it distinctly understood that I am opposed to any war, and will omy fight in self- 
«e&Dse. If the militia attack us, we will resist to the last; and, if necessary, I think 
I could raise 40,000 men in gve days ready for, the geld." 

" Do you think, general, that the Ku-Kliix have been of any benefit to the State J " 

" No doubt of it. Since its organization the leagues have quit killing and murder- 
ing our people. There were some foolish young men who put masks on their faces and 
rode over the country frightening negroes ; but orders have been issued to stop that, 
and it has ceaEied, ' You may say further that three members of the Kn-Klnx have 
been coort-niartialed and shot for violations of the orders not to disturb or molest 

" Are yon a member of the Ku-Klnx, general f " 

" I am not ; but am in sympathy and will cooperate with them, I know they are 
charrfied with many crimes that they are not guilty of. A case in point is the killing 
of Bierlield at Franklin, a few days ^o. I sent a man up there especiaEy to investi- 
gate the case, aud report to me, and I have his letter here now, in which he states that 
they bad nothing to do with it as an organization." 

" What do yon think of negro snffr.igef " 

"I am opposed to It under any and all circumstances, and in our convention urged 
our party not to commit themselves at all npon the subject. If the negroes vote to 
enfranemse us, I do not think I would favor their disfittnchisement. We will stand 
by those who help us. And*bere I want you to understand distinctly I am not an 
enemy to the aegio. We want him here among us ; be is the only laboring class we 
have ; and, more than tbat, I wonld sooner trust him than the white scalawag or car- 
pct-bivgger. When I entered the aimy I took forty-seven negroes into tlw army with 
me, and forty-flv© of them were suiTenderod with me. I said b) them at the'start ; 
' This fight IS against slavery ; if we lose it, you will be made free ; if we whip the 
fight, and you stay with me and be good boys, I will set you free ; in either case you 
will be free.' These boys staid with me, drove my teams, and better confederates did 

" Do yon think the Ku-Klux will try to intimidate the negroes at the election T " 

"I do not think they will. Why, I made a speech at &ownsviDe the other day, 
and while there a lieutenant who served with me came to me aud informed me 
that a band of radicals liad been going through the country claiming to be Kn-Klux, 
aud disarming the negroes, and then selling their arms. I told liim to have the matter 
investigated, and, if ^ue, to have the parties an-ested." 

" Wmit do you think is the effect of the amnesty granted to your people ! " 

"I believe that the amnesty restored all the rights to the people, full and complete. 
I do not think the Federal Government has the right to disfranchise any man, bnt I 
believe that the legislatures of the States have. The objection I have to the diafran- 
chisement in Tennessee is, that the legislature which enacted the law had no constitn- 
tional e£iEtence,'and the law in itself is a nullity. Still I wonld respect it untO 
changed by law. But there is a Umit beyond whicU men cannot bo driven, and I am 
ready to die sooner than sacrifice my honor. This thing must have an end, and It is 
now ahouc time for that end to come." 

" What do yon think of General Grant ?" I asked. 

"I regard him as a great military commander, a good man, honest and liberal, and 
if elected will, I hope aud believe, execute the laws honestly and iaithfaliy. And by 
the way, a report has been published iu some of the newspapers, stating that while 
General Grant and la^ were at Corinth, in 1862, they took and carried off furniture 
aud other property. I here brand the author as a liar. I was at Corinth only a short 
time ago, aud I personally investigated the whole matter, talked with the people with 
whom ne and his lady lived while there, and they say that their conduct was eveiy- 
thing that could have been expected of a gentleman and lady, and deserving the high- 
est praise, I am opposed to General Grant in everything, but I would do him jnstioe." 

The foregoing is the principal part of my conversation with the general. I give 
the conversation, and leave the reader to form his own opinion as to what General 
Forrest means to do. I think he has been so plain iu his talk that it cannot be mis- 
understood. 
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Memphis, September 3, 1868, 
Dear Sir; I have just read your letterin the Commercial, gi^inga report of our eon- 
Tersatioo on Friday last. I do not think yon wonld intentionally misrepresent me, but 
yoti have done so, and, I snppose, becanse you mistook my meauiDg. The portious of 
your letter to which I object are corrected In the following paragraphs : 

I promise the legielatnre ray personal influence and aid lu maintaining order autl en 
forcing the laws. I have never advised the people to resist any law, but to submit t( 
tiie laws, until they cau be corrected by lawful legislation. 

■I said the militia bill wonl4 occasion no trouble, unless they violated the law by carry- 
ing Out the governor's proclamation, which I believe to be nncoustitntional and in 
violence of law, in shooting men down without trial, as recommended by that proclt 
mation. 

I said it was reported, and I believed the report, that there ate forty thousand Ku- 
Klnx in Tennessee ; and I believe the organization stronger iu other States. I meant 
to imply, when I said that the Ku-Klux recognize the Federal Government, that tjjey 
would obey all State laws. They recognize all laws, and will obey them, so I have 
been informed, iu protecting peaceable citizens iVom oppressiou from any quarter. 

I did not say that any man's house was picketed, I did not mean to convey the idea 
that I would raise any troops ; and, more than that, no man could do it in five days, 
even if they were organized. 

I said that General Grant was at Holly Springs, audnot atCorintli; I said the charge 
against him was false, but did not use the woid " liar," 

I cannot consent to remain silent in this matter ; for, if I did so, nnder an incorrect 
impression of my personal views, I might be looted upon as one desiring a conflict, 
when, in trutli, I am so adverse t« anyttiiug of the kind that I will make any houor- 
able sacrifice to avoid it- 
Hoping that I may have this explanation placed before your readers, I remain, very 
respectfully, 

N, B. FORREST. 



[See page 28.] 

Damnanl quod non inteUigant. 

PKESCRIPT OF THE * 

Wtat may tbis meim, 
That thon, dead ogree, agatn, in complete eteel 
ItevlBit'st thua the gllmpaeB of the moaD, 
Making night hideous, aJid we fools of nature 



Some lncklees night will Bfnd him liaMu' 
To yoor black pit; 

But.Mth! helltnniaeiirDerjuitin'^ 

An' theat jou yet. 



Article I, This organization shall be styled and denominated the 



Akt. II. The officers of this ' shall consist of a Grand Wizard of the Empire and his 
ten Genii ; a Grand Dragon of the Realm and bis eight Hydras ; a Grand Titan of tlie 
Dominion and his sis Furies; a Grand Giant of the Province and his four Goblins : u 
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Grand Cyclops of the Den aud bis two KigUt Hawks ; a Grand Magi, a Grand Mont, a 
Grand Exchequer, a Grand Turk, a Grand Scribe, a Grand Sentinel, and a Grand 
Ensign. 
Sec. 2. Tbe body-politic of this ■ shall be designated and known as "Ghonls." 



Abt. III. This * shall be divided into five departments, all combined constituting 
the Grand ' of the Empire ; tbe second department to be called the Grand " of the 
Kealm; the third, the Grand ' of the Dominion; the fonrth, the Grand ' of theProv- 
inco; the fifth, tbe " of the Den. 



Nee scire fas ee 



Grand Wizard, 
Art. IV, Sec. 1. It shall be tbe dnty of the Grand Wizard, who is the snpreme 
officer of the empire, to communicate with and receive reports from tte Grand Dracons 
of Realms as to the condition, strength, efficiency, and progress of the "s within Uieic 
respective realms; and he shall communicate from time to time to all subordinate 's, 
tlirongh the Grand Dragons, the condition, strength, efficiency, and prioress of tbe 
'e, throngbont his vast empire, and such other inforuiation a» be may deem expedi- 
ent to impart. And it shall further be his duty to keep by his G. Scribe a list of 
tbe names (without any caption or explanation whatever) of the Grand Dragons of 
the different realms of hia empire, and sballnuEiber such realms with tbe Arabic 
numerals, 1, 3, 3, &c., ad Jinaa. And be shall instruct bis Grand Exchequer as to the 
appropriation and disbnrsement which he shall make of the revenue of tbe * that 
comes to his hands. He shall have the sole power to issue copies of this pre- 
script, through bis subalterns and deputies, for the organization and establishment of . 
subordinate "s. And he shall have the further power to appoint his Genii, also a Grand 
Soribo and a Grand ExcheqtBr for his department, and to appoint and ordain Special 
Deputy Grand Wizards to assist bioi in the more rapid and efiectu^ dissemination and 
establishment of the • tiiroughont his empire. He is further empowered to appoint 
aud instruct deputies to oisanize and control realms, dominions, provinces, and dens, 
until the same shall elect a Grand Dragon, a Grand Titan, a; Grand Giant, and a Grand 
Cyclops, in the maimer hereinafter provided. 



And when a question- of paramount importance to the interest or prosperity of tbe • 
arises not provided for in this prescript, he shall have power to determine such question, 
and his decision shall be final until the same shall be provided for by amendment, as 
hereinafter provided. 



Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Grand Dragon, who is tbe chief officer of the 
waliu, to report to tbe Grand Wizard, when required by that officer, the condition, 
strengUi, emcJency, and progress of the ' within bis reaW, and to transmit through 
the Grand Titan to tbe suboMioate *s of his realm, all information or intelligence con- 
veyed to him by the Grand Wizar«l for that purpose, and all such other information or 
instruction as he may think will promote the interests of the *. He shall keep by his 
G. Scribe a list of the names (without any caption) of the Grand Titans of the diflereut 
dominions of his realm, and shall report tbesamo to the Grand Wizard when required; 
aud shall number the dominions of his realm with the Arahio numerais, 1, 2, 3, &e., 
adfinem. He sbalt instruct his Grand Exchequer as to tbe ^propriation aud disburse- 
ment of the revenue of the * that comes to his hands. He shall have the power to 
appoint bis Hydras ; also, a Grand Scribe and a Grand Exchequer for his department, 
aud to appoint and ordain Special Deputy Grand Dragons to assist bim in the more 
rapid and effectnal disseminatiou and establisbment of the ' tlirongbout his realm. 
He is further empowered <« appomt and instruct deputies to organize and control do- 
minions, provinces, and dens, uutil the same shall elect a Grand Titan, a Grand Giant, 
and Grand Cyclops iu the manner hereinafter provided. 
Nneqaam tnta fides. 
Quid faciendum f 
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Btrength, etSciency, and progress of the " within hiadominioD, and to transmit tbroiigii 
the Grand Giants to the subordinate *8 of his dominion, all information or intelligence 
soDveyed to him by the Grand Dragon for that purpose, and all sneh other informal 
tion or inatmetion as he may tliiiik will enhance tie interests of the '. He shall keep, 
by hia G. Scribe, a list of the names (wittiont caption) of the Grand Giants of the 
different provinces of his dominion, and shall report the same to the Grand Dragon 
when re«iuired ; and he shall number the provinces of bis dominion with the Arabic 
numerals, 1, 3, 3, &c., adfiMem. And he shall inatruct and direct his Grand Escheqncr 
aa to the appropriation and disbursement of the revenue of the * that comes to his 
hands. He shall have power to appoint his Furies ; also to appoint a Grand Scribe 
and a Grand Exchequer of his department, and appoint and ordain Special Deputy 
Grand Titans to assist him in ttie more rapid and efectnal dissemination and estali- 
lishment of the " throughout his dominion. He shall have further power to appoint 
and instruct deputies to organize and control provinces and dens until the same shall 
elect a Grand Giant and a Grand Cyclops, in the manner hereinafter provided. 

Grand Giant. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the dnty of the Grand Giant, who is the chief officer of the prov- 
ince, to Bupervise and administer general and special instruction in the formation and 
establishment of *8 within Ids province, and to report to the Grand Titan, when re- 
quired by that officer, the condition, strength, progress, and efficiency of the * through- 



Fiat Jostitiu. 

out bis province, and to transmit throngh the Grand Cyclops to the subordinate "s of 
hia province, all information or intelligence conveyed to him by the Grand Titan for that 
purpose and such other information and inetruction as he may think will advance the 
interest of the *. He shall keep, by bis G. Scribe, a list of the names (without cap- 
tion) of the Grand Cvclops of the various dons of his province, and shall report the 
same to the Grand Titan when required, and shall number the dens of his province 
with ^e Arabic numerals, 1, S, 3, &,e., ad finem ; and shall determine and Bmit the 
number of dens to be organized in bis province; and he shall instruct the Grand 
EKobeqner as to what appropriation and disbursement he shall make of the revenue 
of the " that comes to bis hands. He shall have power to appoint his Goblins ; also, 
a Grand Scribe and a Grand Exchequer for his department, and to appoint and ordain 
Special Deputy Grand Giants to assist him in the more rapid and effectual aissemiua- 
tion and establishment of the ' throughout his province. He shall have the further 
power to appoint and instruct deputies to organize and control dens until the same 
shall elect a Grand Cyclops, in the manner hereinafter provided. And in all cases he 
shall preside at and conduct the Grand Council of Yahoos, 

GrnM C^dopa. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the Grand Cyclops to take charge of the * of his den 

after his election, under the direction and with the assistance (when practicable) of the 

Grand Giant, and in accordance with, and in conformity to, tho provisions of this pre- 

'cript, a copy of which shall in all cases be obtained before the formation of a ' begins. 

Hio msnent vGstigiii, moiieiitU libertaUe. 

Cuts levGS loquimlnr. iDgentefi stupent^ 

It shall further bo his duty to appoint all regular meetings of his ', and to preside at the 
same; to appoint irregular meetingswhenhedeems it expedient: topreserveorder iiiliis 
den, and to impose fines for irregularities or disobedience of ordiers, and to receive and 
initiate cantlidates for admission into the *, atter the same shaU have been pronounced 
competent and worthy to become members by the investigating committee. Ho shall 
make a quarterly report to the Grand Giant of the condition, strength, and efficiency of 
the * of his den, and shall convey to the Ghouls of his den allinformation or intelligence 
conveyed to him by the Grand Giant for that purpose, and all such other information 
or inatmetion as he may think will conduce to the interests and welfare of the '. He 
shaU preside at and condnct the Grand Council of Centaurs. He shall have power to 
appoint hia Hight Hawks, his Grand Scribe, his Grand Turk, Ins Grand Sentinel, and 
his Grand Ensign. And lie shall instruct and direct the Grand Exchequer of his den 
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as to vihiA appropriatiou and disljnrsement he shall make of the revenue of the * that 
comes to his hands. And for any small offenae he may punish any member by fine, and 
may reprimand him for the same. And he may admonish and reprimand the * of Lis 
denforany imprudence, irregnlarity, or traosgression.whenheiB convinced or advlBed 
that the interests, welfare, and eafe^ of the * demand it. 
Dat Sena his qiuiiiiie flnem. 



Sec. 6. It shall be the doty of the Grand Majti, who ia the second officer in authority 
of the den, to assist the Grand Cyclops, and to obey ;dl the proper orders of that officer ; 
to preside at all meetings in the den in the absence of the Grand Cyclops ; and to exer- 
cise during his absence aU the powers and authority conferred npon that officer. 



Sec. T. It-shall he the duty of the Grand Jlonk, who is the third officer in authority 
of the den, to assist and obey all the proper orders of the Grand Cyclops and the Grand 
Slagi. And in the absence of these officers, he sboill preside at and condnct the meet- 
ings in the den, and shall exercise all the powers and authority of the Grand Cyclops. 

Cfrani! Etxbeqaei: 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Grand Exchequers of the different departments of 
the " to keep a correct account of all the rcTenne of the * that shall come to their 
hands, and shall make no appropriation or disbursement of the same except under the 
orders and dirootJon of the cLirf' ofScer of their respective departments. And it shall 
farther be the duty of the Grand Excheqner of the dens to collect the initiation fees 
and all fines imposed by the Grand Cyclops. 

Grand Turh 

Ssc. 9. It shall be the doty of the Grand Tnrk, who is the executive officer of the 
Grand Cyclops, to notify the Ghouls of the den of ail informal or irregular meetings 
appointed by the Grand Cyclops, and to obey andiesecute all the lawful orders of that 

Droit etarant. 

Cftve qnid dicis, qunndo, ot oui. 

officer in the control and government in his den. It shallfnrthcrbehis duty to receive 
and qnestjon at the outposts all candidates for admission into the *, and shall there ad- 
minister the preliminary obligation required, and then condnct such candidate or can- 
didat-es to the Grand Cyclops at his den, and to assist him in the initiation of the same; 
and it shall further be bis duty to act as the executive officer of the Grand Council of 
Centaurs. 

Grand Soribe. 

Sec. 10. It shall be the duty of the Grand Scribes of the different departments to 
conduct the correspondence, and to writ* the orders of the chiefs of their departmonts 
when reciuired. And it shall further be the duty of the Grand Scribes of the den to 
keep a list of the names (without caption) of the Ghouls of the dea, tocaU the roll at 
all regular meetings, and to make the quarterly report under the direction of the Grand 
Cyclops. 

Grand Sentinel, 

Sec. 11. It shall he the duty of the Grand Sentinel to detail, take charge of, post and 
instruct the grand guard, under the direction and orders of the Grand Cyelops, and to 
relieve and dismiHa the same when directed by that officer. 



Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the Grand Ensign to take charge of the grand banner 
of the ', to preserve it sacredly, and protect it carefully, and to bear it on all occasions 
of parade or ceremony, jknd on sach other occasions as the Grand Cyclops may direct it 
to be Hung to the night-breeze. 
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Akt. V, gBC. 1. The Grantl Cjalops, the Grand Magi, the Grai-i Monk, and the Gmnd 



Deo B^'avante, non tlmaudnm. 

Exchequer of Dens shall be elected serai-anna ally by the Ghonls of Dens. Ana the flret 
election of these officers may take place as soon aa seven Ghonls have been initiated for 
that pnrpose. 

Sec. 2. The Grand Wizard of the Empire, the Grand Dragons of Realms, the Grand 
Titans of Dominions, and the Grand Giants of Provinces shall he elected bienuidly, 
and in the following manner, to wit : The Grand Wizard by a mtqority vote of the 
Grand Dragons of his empire ; the Grand Dragon by a like vote of the Grand Titans 
of his realm ; the Grand Titan by a like vote of the Grand Gianfa of Ms dominion ; 
and the Grand Giant by a like vote of the Grand Cyclops of his province. 

The orst election for Grand Dragon may take place as soon as three dominions have 
been m^anized in a realm ; bnt all sabscqnent elections shall be by a majority vote of 
the Grand Titans throughout the realm, and biennially aa aforesaid. 

The first election for Grand Titaa may tate place as soon as three provinces have 
been organized in a dominion, but all subsequent elections sh^ be by a majority vote 
of all the Grand Giants thronghout the dominion, and biennially as aforesaid, The 
first election for Grand Giant may take place as soon as three dens have been organ- 
ized in a province, but all subsequent elections shall be by a majority vote of the Grand 
Cyclops throughout the province, and biennially aa aforesaid. 

The Grand Wizard of the Empire is hereby created, to serve thrae years from the 
first Monday in May, 1867; after the expiration of wliicii time biennial elections shall 
be held for that ofBce as aforesaid, and tho incumbent Grand Wizard shall notify the 

Speetemor ogenrto. 
s months before said election, at what time and place the 



Art VI, Sec. 1. The tribwnal of justice of this " shall consist of a Grand Council of 
Yahoos, and a Grand Councii of Centanrs. 

Sec. a. The Grand Council of Yahoos shall be tho tribunal for tie trial of elected 
ofBcers, and shall be cemposed of officers of equal rank with the accused, and shall be 
appointed and presided over by an officer of the nest rank above, and sworn by him 
to administer even-handed justice. The tribunal for the trial of the Grand Wizard 
shall be composed of all the Grand Dragons of the Empire, and shall be presided over 
and sworn by the Seoior Grand Dragon. They shall have power t-o snnimon the ac- 
cused, and witnesses for and against him ; and if found guilty they shall prescribe the 
penalty and execute the same. And they shall have x>ower to appoint an executive 
officer to attend said council while in session. 

ITgiqo 1103 {mpime laceasit. 

Sec- 3, The Grand Council of Centaurs shall be the tribunal for the trial of Ghouls 
and non-elective officers, and shall be composed of six judges appointed by the Grand 
Cyclops from the Ghouls of his den, presided over and sworn by him to give the ac- 
cused a &ir and impiirtial tiiaL They shall have power to summon the accused, and 
witnesses for aud against him ; and u found guilty they shall prescribe the penalty 
and execute the same. Said jndges shall be selected by the Grand Cyclops witi refer- 

Patta <!ex&, oaxior libortBB. 



HBVENIIE. 

Art. Til, Skc. 1. The revenue of this " shall be derived as follows : For every copy 
of this prescript issned to ttie *8 of dens, ten dollars will be required : Itwo dollars of 
which shall go into the hands of the Grand Exchequer Of the Grand Giant ; two into 
tlie hands of the Grand Exchequer of the Grand Titan; two into the hands of the 
Grand Exchequer of the Grand Dragon, and the remaining four kito the hands of the 
Grand Exchequer of tlie Grand Wizard. 
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Sec. 3. A farther soarcB of revenue to the eiopiro shall be ten per cent, of all the 
revenue of tJie realmB, and a tax upon realms when the Grand Wizard shall deem it 
uocessar; and indi^ensahle to levy the same- 
Sec. 3. A farther boutc* of revenno to the realms sh.tU be ten per cent, of all reve- 
nue of dominions ; and a tax npon dominions when the Grand Dragon shall deem such 
tax necessary and indispensable. 
Sec. 4. Afurther source oftevenue to dominions shall be ten per cent, of all revenue of 

Ad omm omnea. 

provinces, and a tax npon provinces when the Grand Titan shall deem such tax neces- 
sary imd indispensable. 

Sec. 5. A further eonrce of revenue to provinces shall be ten per cent, on all the 
revenue of dens, and a tax upon the dens when the Grand Giant ehal deem such tax 
necessary and indispensable. I 

Sec 6. The aonroe of revenue to dens shaJl be the initiation fees, lines, and a per 
capita tax, whenever the Grand Cyclops shall deem such tax indiapensablo to the intei^ 
ests and purposes of the * 

Sbc. 7. Allof the revenue obtained in tbe manner herein aforesaid shall be for the 
exclnsive benefit of the *, and aball be appropriated to the dissemination of the same, 
and to the creation of a fund to meet any disbursement that it may become necessary 
to make to accomplish the objects of the ', and to secure the protcetion of the same. 

OBLIGATION. 

Art. VIII. No one shall be a roeraber of this * unless he shaU take the following 
oath or obligatioil : 

I, , of my own free will and accord, and in the presence of Almighty God, do 

solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will never reveal to any one not a member of the ' ' 



by any intimation, sign, symbol, word, or act, or in any other manner whatever, any 
of the secrets, signs, grips, passwords, mysteries, or purposes of the * ', or that I am a 
member of the same, or that I know of any one who is a member, and that I will abide 
by the prescript and edicts of the ■ *. So help me God. 
Sec. 8. The preliminary obligation to be administered before the candidate for admis- 
Seo dnce, ferm comitsute. 

eion is taken to the Grand Cyclops for examination shall be as folI<Jws ; 

I do solemnly swear (nr affirm} that I will never reveal anything that I may this day 
(or night) leam concerning the * * So help mc God. 



Art, IX, Sec. 1. No one shall be presented for admiesioii into this order untU he shall 
have been recommended by some Jiiend or intimate, who it a membei\ to the investi- 
gating committee, which shall bo composed of the Grand Cyclops, the Grand Magi, and 
tne Grand Monk; and who shall investigate bis antecedents, and his past and present 
standing and connections; and if, after snch investigation, they pronounce him compe- 
tent and worthy to become a member, he may be admitted upon takine the obligation 
required, and passing through the ceremonies of initiation : Prorideii, That no one shall 
be admitted into this * who shall have not attained the age of eighteen years. 

Sbc. X. No one shall become a member of a dist-aut ' when thei^e is a * estab- 
lished and in operation in his own immediate vicinity; nor dial! anyone become a 
member of any * after he shall have been rtjected by another 

Art. X. The grand banner of this * shall be in the form of an isoceles feriajiele, 
five feet long and three feet wide at the staff. The material shall be yellow, witn a 

(Tempera mntautur, et nos mutamen In illis, ad atiuimioe paratos.) 
red scalloped border, about three inches in width. There shall be painted upon it, in 
black, a Draco roieiw, or Flying Dragon,t with the following motto jusciibed above the 
Dragon; "Quod sempei', quod ubiqne, qiiod ab omnibus."!: 

AMENDMESTS. 

Abt. XI. This prescript, or any part, or edicts thereof, shall never be changed except 
3y a two-thirds vote of the Grand Dragons of the Eealms, in convention assembled 
and at which convention the Grand TOzard shall preside and bo entitled to a vote. 
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And upon the ajiplieation of a ma.iority of the Grand Dragons, for the purpose, the 
Gland Wizard shall appoint the Dime and place fur said conveatioo; which, whi^n 
usHembled, shall proceed to make such modification and amendment as it may Uiiak 
will advance the interest, eQlarjje the utility, and more thoroughly effect the purpoees 
of the * 



Art. XII. Theoirigin,de«igD8, mysteries, and ritual of this ' shall n 
hut the same shall be cominuuicated orally. 

(O tflmpociil OmurealJ 



L— Ist. Dismal. 2d. Dark. 3d. Furious. 4th, Portentous. 5th. Wonderful. 6th. 
Alarming. 7th. Dreadful. Sth, Torriblo, 9th. Horrible. lOtb. Melancholy, llth. 
Mournful. 13th. DyinR. 

II.— I. White. II. Green. III. Blue, W. Black, V. Yellow. VI. Crimson. VII. 



I. The initiation fee of this ' shall be one dollar, to be paid when tbe candidate is 
initiated and received into the ' , 

II. No member shall be allowed to take any intoxicating spirits to any meeting of 
the*, nor shall any member bo allowed to attend a meetinjj when intoxicated ; and for 
every appuaxance at & meeting in such a condition he shall be fined not l^s than one 
nor more than five dollars, to go into the revenue of the * 

TIT . Any member may be expelled from the " by a majority vote of the officers and 

Astra oastta, nnmen Inmen. 
Ghonlsof thedentowhioh he belongs, and if after expulsion such member shall assume 
any of the duties, regalia, or insignia of the *, or in any way claim to be a member of 
the same, he shall be severely punished. His obligation of secrecy shall be as binding 
upon him after espnlsJou as before, and for any revelation made by him thereafter he 
snail be held accountable in the same manner as if he were then a member, 

IV. Every Grand Cyclops shall read, or cause to be read, this prescript and these 
edicts to the Is of his den at least once in every three months ; and shall read them to 
each new member when be is initiated, or present the same to him for personal perusal. 

V. Kach den may provide itself witli tie grand banner of the "*. 

VI. The ts of dfens may make such additional edicts for their control and govern- 
ment as tbey sliall deem requisite and necessary : Provided, So edict shall be made to 
conflict with any of tbe provlsious or edicts of thiB prescript, 

VII. Tbe strictest and most rigid secrecy concerning any and every thing that re- 
lates to the * shall at all times be maintained. 

VIII. Any member who shall reveal or betray the secrets or purposes of this ' shall 
suffer the extreme penalty of the law. 

Hush, thou art not to ntter what I am. Bethink thee ; it was our covenant. I said 
that I would see thee once again. 

Ke qniil dotoimeuti rcspnUica capiat. Amici neqae ad aras. 

To the lovers of law and order, peace and justice, we send you greeting; and to tbe 
shades of the venerated dead we affectionately dedicate- the 1 1. 

A true copy from the book. 

WM. GALBEEATH. 

Washington, D. C, July 15, 1871. 
AHDEEW J. PLOWERS (colored) sworn and examined : 

By the Chaikman, (Mr. PoL.mD :) 
Qaeetion, Where do yon li 



Answer, In Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
^uesiiaa. How long have you lived there t 
Jtiimtwr. Since July, 1865, 
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QueaHon. Wliere did you live before July, 1865 ! 

AHSv}er. In Georgia. 

Question. Were you Lorn in Georgia f 

Anticer. Yes, sir. 

QaeaHon. And did you always live in Georgia imtil you went to Cliattauooga, sis 
years ago I 

AnsiBer. Yes, sir. 

QaesUon. What has been your business since you IiTed in Chattanooga ; what trade 
liave you followed ! 

Aaswer. The only trade I followed waa coopering. I learned the trade of coopering 
there within the last two or three years. 

Question. And yon have followed that T 

Answer. Tip to a year or so ago. 

Questi(m. Do yon now hold some officeT 

Ai>gv}er. Yes, air ; I am a justice of the peace. 

QueiHtnt. When were you chosen a justice of the peace ! 

Answer. I was elected on the 4th of last Angust. 

Question. Are justices of the peace in Tennessee elected by a vote of the people ti 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I waa elected by a vote of the people. 

Que«(ion. By a vote of the city of Chattanooga ? 

Atiswer. Yea, air; the fourteenth civil district. 

QiKsHon. Does that inclnde any more than the city of Chattanooga f 

Answer. No, sir ; it does not — not for regular busiuees. In any district in the county 
I can sign any papers connected with that of&ce. 

QuetHiya. Yoi} are a justice of the peace for the whole county T 

Answer. Yes, sir; ftii the whole county 

Question. How many justices were elected at the same time a3 yourself? 

Amwer. In our district three were elected at the same time. 

QjtesUon. Were they all colored men? 

Aaswer. So, sir ; I was the only colored man ; the other two were white men. 

Questio». Since you were elected, last Augnst, have you been performing duty as a 
magistrate or justice of the pca<;eT 

Answer. I have. 

Qaestion. How far is Chattanoo^ from the Georgia line 1 

Answer. Only four and a half miles by the nearest route. 

Question. I want to inquire of you particularly In reference to some violence which 
it has been understood was committed upon ypu a short time ago. TeU na the story 
in reference to that. 

Answer. On the 17th of last month I went out from Chattanooga to Whiteside on a 
visit to a school which my sister was teaching. Whiteside is on the Kashvillo and 
Chattanooga Sailroad, fourteen miles west from Chattanooga. I wont down there on 
Saturday night and staid all night. My sister is teaching school there. 

QueslUin. &. colored school T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QweslioB. Is it apnblic or aprivate schoolt 

Answer. It is a private schoiu, supported by a party of people in that district. 

Question,, Tarioua colored people living about in that vicinity associa,le together and 
hire yonr sister to teaoh their children t 

Answer. That ia it, sir. 

Question. You went down on Saturday night and staid over Sunday ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State all that took place. 

Answer. On Sunday night, between 11 and 12, or 10 and 11 o'cloeli, I cannot say 
exactly which, (I had been over to the mountain that day, visiting the coal mines, and 
was very tired, and slept very^oiind,) I woke up, and there was a crowd of men, all 
with masks, around me, with pistols in their hands. They waked me up. They called 
me by my name ; they took me out near a mile Icosa the house. 

Question. Toll all that they said. 

Answer. They took me out about a milo from the house, talking all the time they 
were going along. 

Qaestitm. What did they say to you at the house T 

Answer. They asked me what was my name. I told them. Then some of them said, 
" O, yes ; you are the man we arc looking for," and so forth. One of them told me 
they were going to kill me. Ho said, " I am going to give you five of these balls." 
He had a pistol in bis hand. After they got me out of doors, the captain of the organi- 
zation (they called him " captain ") told me that he waa going to whip me ; he said 
he would give me twenty-five lashes ; that I had had the impudence to run against a 
white man for oGGce, and beat him ; that they were not going to allow it ; that it was 
an organization organized by them to atop negroes holding office, and to put out of 
office those that hi^ ofice ; thatif they did notgctout of office by Iieiug told or notified 
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or whipped, ihey were going to kill them. They took me up about a mile from tlio 
bonse, 1 reckon, and hit me as much as twenty-five times. 
QuetUon. Did they take you into a ■woods or swamp! 

Antwer. They took me through the woods into an old field, down near a swamp. I 
had never been there before. They took ofl' mj coat, and whipped me with hickories 
seven or eight feet long ; they said they were going to give me twenty-five lashed, and 
I gaeBS they gave it to me. They told me that if I would promise to resign my office 
when I went to Chattanooga neit inorning, IJiey would turn me loose ; and I very 
readily promised it. 

^weaSon. They required you to promise to resign your office J 

JwMBer. Yes, sir. 

^etlwn. At the time they came into your house, were yon in bed and undreaaed ! 

Autieer. Tee, sir. 

Queslton. Did they allow you to dress yourself! 

Amwer. Yes, sir ; thev 1«ld me to pat on my clothes. 

Queslion. And when they got down to the field they made you take off your coat t 

Anamer. Yes, sir; my ooat and vest ; and one of the men held them tUl they got 
through. 

QuestioK. They did mot rec|uire yon to take off any of the rest of yoar clothing I 

Anmeer. No, sir. 

Qaeition. How many of the men whipped you T 

Antwer. Therewerethreeof them whipped me separately. 

QueaUon. Did they strike severely? 

Antwa: Yes, sir ; they etrnek as hard as they could strike ; I don't think they could 
have atrnck harder. They made me get on my kuees, and by that means the point of 
the hickories struck the grouad, so that they did not cut my skin any. 

Queetian. You think that the length of the hickories prevented the blows from being 
as severe as they otherwise would have been t 

Anmier. Yes, air ; I am certain of it. 

QuesiUm. They whipped you until you promised to resign your office ! 

Aiifwer. Yes, sir. 

Qvealion. And when they got from you the promise that you woald resign your office, 
did they then cease beating yon f 

Answer. I promised them that before they struck a lick ; thoy required mc to, aud 
I did it. 

Queslion. State as mncb of the conversation as you can remember— all that they said 
from the time tjiey came antil they let you go. 

Answer. When they were taking me out or the door, they said they had nothing par- 
ticular against me ; that they didn't dispute I was a very good felJow, and they never 
heard anything wrong of me | bot they did not intend any nigger to hold office in the 
United States ; that they were going to stop it, and were going to whip me to show mo 
that I was not to have the impudence to ruuagainst any white man in an election, as 
I had done ; and that I might notify a couple of other colored men that we have in 
our city— members of the city board — that they were going to get them. They said 
further that any white man who had anything to do with my election— going my bond 
or anything, of that sort— if they got hold of him they would treat him just as they 
did me. 

Qtu»tion. Did they say anything abont colored people voting ! 

Anmier. No, sir; they did not say anything about colored people voting — not to me. 
They said they did not object to the people having the school, but that the association 
of colored people bad to stop meeting so often ; fliat if thoy kept meeting there like 
they were doing, Ihey would form a sort of a league after a while, and be for trying to 
stoii them, and th^ were going to stop that. 

Qtiettion. They said they intended to stop this association that had this school J 

-Snffwej-. Yes, sir ; and that they had understood I Eame out there to regulate the 
Bcliools ; that if the people out there wanted schools they had to regulate them them- 
selves ; that no nigger justices from Chattanooga should regulate schools for that part 
of the country. 

Queslion. Did your visit have anything to do with the schools I 

Jliiswer. Not a thing. 

Question. You went mi;rely to visit your sister ! 

Ansicer. That is all I went there for. 

QutsHon. This association of colored men who have this school, is it an association, 
for any other purpose than to maintain a school for their children J 

Avema: No, air ; I am confident that they are not. They only meet when they want 
to get a teacher, or want to make up money to pay the teacher. 

Question. They only meet when they want to attend to some business in connection 
with the schools 1 

Answer. That is all the time they meet. 

Question, They have no league or society for any other purpose, so far as you know ! 

Ansieer. I do not think they have. 
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Questhtn. At whose honso were von stopping when you were making tliis visit • 
Aneiter. I was at tlie house of Birch Overby, a colored man. 
QuMtimt. Is that where your sister boards } 

QuMfioB. Did those men take out anybody else besides yourself? 

Anmeer. They took out a young man that formerly lived there ; but he got out of a 
eitnation there and came to Chattanooga and worka there. He goes home every Sat- 
orday night. 

Quesliott. He had gone to stay at home over Sunday I 

Aasieer. Yes, air; he always goes to stay at home on Sundays, and he keeps hie 
clothes there mostly. They took him out, but did not whip him any. There were 
three other men in the house. The owner of the hoose they had whipped twice before 
that. They told me so, and I have heard him say so. These same men told me that 
they had whipped him before. 

Questiait. You also heard it from him ! 

Amwer. Yes, sir ; and they told me themselves that they had whipped him severely 
twice before. 

Quc8(i<m. Did these men say anything to you aboQt elections i 

Ansu>er. Nothing more than just about colored men running for office, and that they 
should not do it. 

Question. Did tbey say anything about thb next presidential election 1 

Amiver. No, sir, 1 do not think they did. I was pretty badly excited, and a great 
deal that they did say I suppose 1 cannot remember now. 

Queg^mt. Did you know any of these men 1 

Anmoer. No, eir; not one of them. 

Qvealum. How many do you tiiink there were f 

Antteer. Well, from how they looked I thought probably fifteen or sixteen. 

QaetUon. Were they all disguised ? 

Anewer. Yea, sir. 

Question. What sort of disguises had they on ! 

An»ice>: Gowns — some red, aome black, and some white. Then they had a sort of a 
face and cap all made together, with eye-holes and a mouth-hole. 

Qiietti'yn. The cap had something that came down over the face t 

Ansieer. Yea, air. 

QueatMn. What was the shape of the cap t 

Aiitwer. I really could not tell yon, beeauae 1 was afraid to eye them too close. 
I could look in their faces, but was afraid to eye them too close. 

Qaeiiimt. Did they all seem to be armed J 

Anmier. They were all armed when I saw them. When I first waked up they were 
prebty well all in the house, and they all had pistols in their hands, right over me. 

©ueg(«m. Yon did not wake up until after they got into the hooae J 

Ajimier. No, air. 

Qvesfion. Have yon any idea as to where theae men lived ! 

Aninwr. My opinion is that they lived right around in that vicinity. 

Question. In the vicinity of where yon were that night 1 

Anmcer, Yes, sir. 

Questv>n. Yon do not think they were men who came from Chattanooga^ 

Amieer. I conld not say ; but I tbiuk a portion of them were from right around there. 
I think so from what they said. I know that one of them B«id' to the other boy, "I 
suppose some of you are fixing up asort of agangbereto fight the Ku-Klus." He said, 
"No, I am not." Then the man said, "Yoa do not know who you are talldng to ; I 
am the very man that got your bullet-molds and your gun that night wlien we were 
4iere before," I supposed from that that Ihey must live right around there— some of 
them at least. 

Quwlwn. Is Whiteside in the same county as Chattanooga t 

AnexofT. No, air, it is in the lower part of Marion County, I think. 

Quealion. This was not within your juriadiction as Justice of the peace! 

Anmier.So, sir. 

Question. Did these men say anything about colored people voting ! 

Amicer. No, sir, I don't think they did; if they did I don't remember it. 

Quesliou. You say they had whipped beforelhis man at whose house you wore stopping ! 

Avawa: Yes, sir. 

Qnv^Umt. How long befi>re 1 

Answer. The last time I think was inside of two months. 
By Mr. Coburn : 

Qaeition. What did tbey say they whipped him for ! 

Amater. Tliey did not say what they whipped him for. I heard him say what they 
whipped him for the last time, and what he thought they whipped him for the first 
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By the Chairman, (Mr, For-AKU :) 
QueaUon. Wliat was it 1 

AnsiceF. The first time they were after a man that staid down there. This cplored 
man l^new some of the men that were ka-khixing ; ho could always tell protty nearly 
the time tliey were comiug and conld notiiy the peojilc. They were sort of watching 
foF them. When he heara them coming ho wont to work and told the old nian that 
hoards at his honse that he had better get out, that the Ka-Klus were coming. -They 
BDSpidoned that he did tell that, and they took him out and whipped him. 

QueslUm. They suspected that he notified the old man so that he got out of the way! 

Anawer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. What was the reason of his being whipped the second timet 

Angtenr. I thinkhehasbeenaaort of asearaan; he can splice ropes — these wireropes 
that tbey use to pull cool backward and forward on the ooal-lmck. There was a 
white mau, I think, that hitd l>een doing that or wanted to do it, and this colored 
man bad taken the Job. Some republican mail down there gave him the job in prefer- 
ence to this other man. They went and whipped him for that. 

QnesUon. What are those ropes used for ! 

Answer. For*pnlliDg coal-cars. It is a kind of wire rope. It is eailed a rope, bnt it 
is a big wire. 

QueaUim. Somebody had given Mm the job of doing this work t 

Jliwawr, Yes, sir ; of splicing the rope when it broke. . 

QfMsHiwi. Have you stated ali that took place that night) 

Jnnver, Well, I think t have stated all that took place that -night as nigh as I can 
remember it. 

Quealien. Did they leave you down in the field, or did they go back with yon to the 
honse t 

Aimeer. They went back to the house with mo, and staid there and talked for nearly 
an hour, I suppose. They all sat roond the yard and staid there. Some wanted to 
tal^e me back and whip me again. They said they had not got any blood, and they 

ought to have blood. They asked me where I was raised, who 1 had b"^ ^ "' ""'^ 

all such things as that. 

QamUim. Did they say anything more about your office oi 

An^cer. They told me very distinctly that they wanted mi 
he punctual to my promise. I promised them I woald. They said if I didn't 
they would kill me the nest time they caught me. 

Qaexlion. Yon went out there from Chattanooga on the carsf 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qae^Uoa. In the evening t 

Answier. Yes, sir ; I think the train left at 8 o'clock in the evening. 

QmstUm. Was anybody that you knew on the train 1 

Answer. There was nobody on there, I believe, that I imew. There was one gentle- 
man that I knew when the train started ; bnt I don't know where he got ofi'. 

QttealioK. A Chattanooga man! 

Jbswct-. Yes, sir. There were two Chattanooga men. on there. There was another 
that I did not know at that time : but after this transaction bad taken place 1 remem- 
bered him very welt when I saw him. I saw he had a basket and vabse, and he got 
off at Whiteside. The gentleman that my sister boarded with told me who he was, and 
I remembered him then. 

QjKslMin. He got off at Whiteside and stopped there t 

JimSMw. Yes, sir. 

QueaUon. Have tliere been other colored men whipped in the vicinity of Chatta- 
nooga t 

Anawer, Yes, sir ; tbere have been other colored men whipped around there. 

QueBHon. How long ago did this whipping of colored men begin % 

Amwer. I disremember exactly how long it has been; but sometime last year this 
thing started up around there. 

Question. Have there been any colored men killed by these bands of disguised men 
in that part of tbe country f 

Answer-. Yes, sir; there was one kiUed last spring — since Christmas, or just before 
Clmstmas. He was killed six miles west of Chattanooga, at a place on the railroad 
called Wauhatchie Station. 

Qumiion. What was his name ! 

Aaewetr. I do not remember. He came into my place on Saturday to get a marriage 
license. I went to tbe clerk's office and went his security ; but I forget his name now. 

Queatjon. Was be killed that same night T 

Angaei: Yes, sir; that or the nest night. 

QaetUcm. Was he tiUed by disguised men t 

Answer. Yes, sir; he was taken out of the bouse by them. 

Question. How ia it known be was killed t 

Answer. They found his body neiLt morning. 
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Q It lion Was lio MUcdliy shootings 

Aasver He was hmig up and tbeu sLot. 

Qa^tton Do vou know what they killed him for f 

Aaawer So, GU ; I never could find out what they had against him. 

Qtiesbon Did ;ou ever hear it alleged that he had committed any crime ! 

Anareer I heard several rumors that there was a man in that vicinity where ho \ras 
that wanted to make a contract with him, or something of the sort, about some land, 
and they could not agree, and had some words. 

Question. Was that shortly before he was killed T 

Answer. Yes ; a Tceek or so before be was taken out. 

QiiestUm. Whether that bad anything to do witli the killing, you do not know T 

Artswer. No, sir. The man that was killed was a son-in-law of au old man that was 
whipped since that time — a man by the name of Isaac Eeeson. 

^(esfion. Where did Isaac Becson live? 

Ansiver. At WauhatcLie Station. After he was whipped by the Ku-Klas he came to 
Chattanooga, and is there yet. 

Question. Was that before or after bis son-in-law was killed ! 

Answer. Afterward. I do not tlink it is more tian three or four moijtlis ago that he 
was whipped. 

(JuestwB. Was he taken ont and whipped by a body of disguised men t 

Ansiner. Yes, sir. 

Queetwa. What did they wliip him for! 

Ansvier, I never cottld find out. He did not say they had any cliarge against Mm. 

Question. You talked with bim aboat it 1 

Answer. No, sir ; I never had any special talk with him about it. I heard him say 
this; I was standing off while he was talking. Ho said they told him they had been 
lying behind the moon for a great many nights and days, watohtug of him, that he 
was a good old nigger, and they had nothing against him, but that he was gettingmost 
too saucj and that they had better whip him a littlo and maybe he would obey better. 
That was the tale I heaid him telL 

Queaiioa. Did they whip him severely t 

Answer. They whipped him nretty bad. 

Question. Did you sea him ifimcdiatelj after he was whipped J 

Answer. I saw him after he was wliipped, 

Qite$tioit. How old was he ? 

Ansieer. He is a man betwist fifty and sixty — probably older. He Las grown child- 
ren and grandchildren. 

Qvestioit. How long have you knowo him t 

Answer. I have heard of him a good deal. I never saw him to know him before this 
case happened. He has always lived in the country. 

QueitiOH. Have yon ever heard anything against bis character ? 

Answer. I never heard anything against hia character. He always had a very good 
oharact«r so far as I have ever heard— he and his family. 

Qu^tion. Do yon know whether he is a man of prominence among his people I 

Answer, I think ho is; bo is an old citizen, and I tMnk he is a leader down there 
amonj^ tbem. . 

QitesUon. Does he have anything to do about elections or about politics T 

Answer. Yes, sir, right smart. Ihave heard several men speaking of it. They would 
say that if it had not been forlBaa«Beeson such and such a tiling would not have been 
done, aod the republicans would not have any votes. 

QiitiUon. Yon understand that he was a pretty active republican t 

Armeer. Tea, air, an active repnbliean ; always took an active part in elections t 

Queation. Did you ever hear that ho did anything improper, or was anything more 
than a zealous man on his side in politics f 

Answer. I never did, sir. 

Question. Yon say this old man, Isaac Beeson, removed into Chattanooga immediately 
after he was whipped ! 

Answer. Ym, sir. 

Questioa. What did he come to Chattanooga for ! 

ATitwer. He did not consider that, bo was safe out at Waubatchie. 

QnesUoii. That is a thinly settled place ? 

Amwei: Yes, sir, 

Qaestion. You understood that he broke up out there and came to Chattanooga in 
order to secure his safety I 

Answer. Yea, sir : that is my understanding. 

Question. Have there been any other colored men killed in the neighborhood of Chat- 
tanooga? . 

Answer. I do not believe there have. 

QueslioH. Have there been any others whipped ? 

AitaiBcr. Yea, sir ; there liavo been some otbira whipped. One of tbem by the name 
of Joe Coulter was whippe . 
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Questum. Wliwre did he live t 

Jnmeer. In Cbattauooga. He was 'nhipped tLe're. He has been liviog thete all the 
time. He lived there before the war ; and lie was whipped in Chattanooga. 

QaeeUon. In the town f 

AitmDer. Yea, sir. Tbat was last January or Febmary— I cannot say which, 

QuetUm- What were the circnmstaccos altout his being whipped T 

Answer. I know the cireumstancea as he states them. He married a white ▼Oman, 
and the Kn-Klnx came after him and whipped him. 

Quentiatt. Had be lately been married 1 

Anmier. No, sir ; he had been married a good long while — two or three years, I 

Queifion. Did they take him out of the honse ! 

^nsH*r. He states that they took him out of his house and down on the hank of the 
river. Ho did not live very far from the river. 

Qae»Uon. Did they take him away &om the houses ? 

Anmeer. Yes, sir. 

QttuHan. To a somewhat solitary place ? 

Jjieicer. Tes, sir ; Oiey took him down ou the bank of the river. 

Station. Was he severely whippedl 

Jnswer. He was severely whipped. People who heard tlicm whipiiing him do cot 
bebeve he got less than two hundred lashes. 

Owesiioii. Did you see him soon after he was whipped ! 

Ansviei: Yes, sir. He told me he was severely whipped. 

Qaestimi. Did you see his person 7 

Jnsioer. No, sir. We were talking right in the street. 

QuesHmi. Did they tell him what they whipped bim for t 

Avgimr. Yes, sir. 

Q«esti4)n. What was the reason they gave* 

Answer. Because he had married a white woman. 

QaBslion. They did not like that t 

Avguier, No, Hir. 

QumUon. Are yon aeijuainted with him ? 

AviKer. Yes, sic ; I have known him personally. 

Qiie^Iion, Is he a respectable man 1 

Anairer. I think he is a very respectable sort of a man. I never knew anything else 

■^leetion. Have you ever heard him charEed with having committed any offense or 

• Ansvier. There is no such thing alleged aaainst him, I think. 

Qyestwn. Yon do not iindersTand mat fliese men who whipped him made any com- 
plaint against him except that he had a white wife ! 

A«eiio&r. That was all I understood. 

Question. Yon understand that ho is married to this woman f 

Answer. He is married to her ; I am pretty sure of that. Tlat is what ho states. I 
know a great many of them there are. 

Qneetion. Can you tell any other cases where colored men have heen whipped 1 

Ansicer. Last Satur<!ay night two weeks ^o there were whippings over tlie river ; 
they whipped a man there — on the north side ftom Chattanooga, over the river. 

Quesljon. Chattanooga is on the south side of the river T 

Answer. Yes, sir. And about tho time this man Coulter was whipped, this same 
crowd, I suppose, went there and whipped a man with a chain, and nearly killed bim, 
I think he died. 

QiHstHm. Do you know his name t 

Ansaee. No, sir. 

QactHon. Was that done by a body of disguised men ! 

Jnmeer. Yes, sir ; a body of disguised meii. 

QvmHcm. Do you understand what they killed him for ! 

Answer. That was for having a fiiss with a white man. That is xa^ information. 

(^aeetion. Wbat was the fiws. Was there some dispute aJ>out a matter of business ? 

Jiietuer. It was some dispute about some bnsiness ; they had a litlQe fight, I suppose, 
and I think he whipped the white man. * 

Qiiesfion. And these men tlien took him and whipped him with a chain and killed 
Limt 

A's^cer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State now what took place two weeks ago la.st Saturday night, 

AntWT. I was informed by persons living there that these men were over there and 
whipped a man. I did not find out the man's name, nor what they whipped him for, 

Qae»ii<m. Did you understand that it was done by a body of men in disguise t 
insioer. Yes, sir ; a body of men iu disguise. 

Question. Are those all the cases you rememljer of whippings in that county I 
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Aum-er. Well, a white maai, & republican, was whipped pretty badly tbo niglit tliat 
Joe Coulter was whipped. His name tvas Brubaker, 

^ueitimt. Did you kiiow hiui ? 

^nwoer. I Tvas pretty well acquainted with him. 

Question. Is he a respectable man. 1 

Jniuwr. Yes, air; a man of tery good standing; be is a carpenter, and did a good 
busineBB there. 

Queilion. What liid they whip him for 1 

Answer. He and Ms wife had a little falling out. They went there and whipped him 
for that, I suppose ; I do not know what else. They made bini agree to go back to his 

Que^Hoit. He and his wife had separated T 

Amwer. Tes, sir: they were hving apart. They made him agree that he would go 
hack and live witn her. 
QuesUott. Was he whipped? 
AnsKer. So I was informed by other jp 
^eeffOn. Have you ever 
that took yon out ? 
Jnsicer. No, sir, I never saw any but that, 
Questiim. You have seen none since ! 
Attgw^. No, sir. 

^estion. You have heaid of these disguised bands since some time last year 1 
JjWKW. I have heard of them frequeutly. 

QnettUm. What is the general understanding in the community as to why these men 
are going about in this way 1 

Angwer. The general undorstandinaout by me is that it is to intimidate the colored 
people and the white republicans. They always get worse about elections. In some 
parts of the country round where I am they ate not so bad at all times ; they get worse 
abont election times. 
Quesfioii Tho election seems to inflame them t 

Anewer. Yes, sii ; they don't want men to vote tlio republican ticket. I haveknown 
men who said they had told them, " You vote that ticket and you will be ku-klused 
to-night." That is the way they do generaUj round on the mountains. 
Qaea^on. Men have told you that that has been said to them ) 
Anewer. Yes, sir. 
Queg^ofi. Colored ment 
Aiaaei: Colored men. 

^utsilmt. What has been the tesuit of the operations of these men who go about dis- 
guised t How do the colored people feel, especially those who live away Irom towns ? 
Jnaufr. Well, sir, they just feel and know that they are not in any satety. 
Qaevtlon. Are they afraid T 

insurer. They are afraid. They know that when they come, if they have anything 
against them, or if they have not, but they have stood up to the republican party, they 
will kill them or whip them baJf to death. 

Quexiion. The colored people, so far as you know, think that these bands do not feel 
friendly toward them if they vote the republican ticket T 
Jnswer. No, sir; they know that. 

Qiieilion,. Do the colored people all understand that if they vote on the lepubhoan side 
they are in danger from these bauds I 
Anm^er. They all understand it. 
Question. That is the general feeling T 
Ansioer. That is the feeling of the people. 

Qiiesliow. Do you know any instances where colored people have left the country and 
come into town, except this case of the old man that you spoke oft 

Answer. Yes, sir. There is a place called the " Cove," twenty miles from Chatta- 
nooga, In Georgia, 1 believe, where the people oome in treiinently. They work and 
make good crops, and then they are driven off or ku-klused at night. I have known 
many cases where they would slip up in the day-time and get a foad of their com or 
something of that sort, and go away the same day. 
Qsealuin. Because they ate afraid of the Kn-Kluxf 

Ansycer. Yes, sir; the Ku-Klus would mn them out. I know several families who are 
■topping around there who hardly had a place to go to on account of the Ku-Klux. 
Queiiion. Which way do the colored people generally vote t 
JflSMW. Eound these little towns where they get protection they" always vote repub- 

Qnfation. How do the great mass of them want t<i vote t 

Antwer. They all want to vote the republican ticket. That is the intention of all of 
them if they ai'e not intimidated. 

Quealion. Do yon think that any of them want to vote the other way t 

Amver. There might be some. There are always some that are bribed ; but the ^n- 
eral mass of the colored people, you may say, vote the republican ticket. 
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QiiesitOB. You tbiiik they would all vole that way if they were left free from ony im- 
proper contml or influence ? 

Aniwer. They will all vote that way. 

QaeetUia. Ent you think, ao far aa tlieir personal safety is concerned, it would be bet- 
ter for them to vote the other way ! 

Angmer. We are all pretty sure of that, that if we wonld ail vote the other way we 
would be perfectly safti. 

QH«sfu)R. lu uo danger from the Ku-Kluxf 

Anaicer. In uo danger from the Ku-Kiujf. Wc all know that if we would vote that 
ticket we would all be safe. 
By Mr, Coburn : 

§tt«st«ni. State tkenamesof the witnesses of this outrage npoii jou. 

Aaateer. I was at Birch Overby's house 

Qu^tioH. Was anybody else there at that time f 

Aniwer. Yes, sir. 

Queetion. Who! 

AmuKT. My Bister,EosaiiaFlowora,Birch Overby's wife, Albert Lee, and Mao Overby, 

QtiesHon. As to the outrage at Waiutatchie, did yon hear who were present ! 

Ansicer. I did not hear exactly. I don't know whetlier the man lived with his 
(ather-iu-Iaw or Jived by himself. 

Question. Have you mentioned the names of all the persons on whom the other out- 
rages were committed, so far as yon know them all? 

Aumser. So fer as I conld remember. 

QmstUm. Have you mentioned the names of all the men who were whipped ! 

Answer. So fat as I conld remember, I think I have. 

Queelion. Can you state the names of the witnesses of the whipping of this man 
Conlter, in Chattanooga? 

Ajiswer. I heard it spoken of by some who heard the whipping, but I do not know 
exactly now who tJiey were. A man told me he heard the whipping, but I don't know 
exactly who he was ; he lives in that neighborho6d somewhere. 
ByMr. Bi.*m: 

Queetioii. You say you have lived in Chattanooga since 1865 ! 

Ansmer, I have. 

Qaesiian. Were you in the town m 1866 T 

Ansmer. I was. 

§ues*iim. Do you recollect tho canvaes fbr governor, when Mr. Brownlow was elected 

Atawer. Yes. sir ; I remember it. 

QaesHoti, Who was the democratic candidate in that canvass ? 

Answer. Well, I disremember who was the demooratio candidate. 

Question. Was it Mr, Etheridge ? 

Amwer. Etheridge was the man. 

QuestUm. Was not Mr. Etheridge mobbed in that town bj negroes ? 

Answer. He was not, to ray knowledge. 

QueatUm. You did not know anything abont that f 

Ansmer. No, sir. 

Questvm. Did you heai of it ? 

Answer. I never heard anything abont il, that I know of. 

Question. Did you hear of Mr. Etheridge being mobbed anywhere in the State 1 

Answer. I dou't think I ever did. 

Question. You never heard of his being mobbed by the negro militia of Brownlow 1 

-insider, I never heard of it; if I did, it has slipped my memory. 

Qiiestioa. Do you know of aay democratic meetings having been broken up ja Chat- 
tanooga by mobs f 

Anmeer. In 1866 ? 

Quesiicra. Yes, sir. 

Amtter. I do not know that any was broken np ; there may have been some broken 
up ; 1 did not take any particular part in politics in those days. K I happened to be. 
around where there was anything going on, I generally knew of it ; if not, I did not. 
I was a working feUow. I was never around at meetings of any sort except republi- 
can meetings. I never cared about ' being at democratic meetings. They may have 
been broken np by some means or other ; I don't know. I think Idid hear Etheridge 
speak there once ; it seems to me I did. 

QwtHon. There was no mob at that time ? 

Ansjcer. No, sir; no mob at that time. I think William B. Stokes made the first 
speech, and I staid till after he was throagh, and heard Etheridge speak a littlo while. 
When I left I think he was not through speaking. 

QueeHon. Did Mr. Etheridge and Mr. William B, Stokes speak at the same meeting ? 

Answer. I think they did, if I am not mistaken. 
4B 
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Qaeslion, Did you ever hear of any democratic meeting being broken up by the 
militia f 

Answer. I don't think I did. There may have been some broken up, and I may Ijave 
heard of it, but I. don't remember it now. I don't reniember hearing of any being 
broken np. I have been at meetings (I don't know but it was the time that Etheridgo 
was running) when there were some colored orators therefrom Memphis, or somewhere 
else, and some parties wanted to bleak the meeting up, and other parties wanted to let 
them go through ■with it. I have been at several meetings where parties wanted to 
break them up. 

Question. Whof 

Anaicer. Some rowdy drinking parties, such as there are in all political meetinKs, 
wanted to stop the meeting ; then there were other parties, with more judgment, who 
wauted the meeting to go on. I don't know of any political meetings heing broken up 
at aU. It seeiBS to me I was not in Chattanooga then. It seems like there was a meet- 
ina broken up there one night by the democrats in front of the National, That is, the 
only one I ever beard of. 
By Mr. Beck: 

QneetUm. Have yonr people never interfered with any of your colored brethren when 
they wanted to vote the democratic ticketT Did they never object to their voting 
that ticket t 

Answer. Do yon mean mo f 

Questitm. No, the ^League t 

Answer. O, yes, sir; some of them would talk to them, and tell them about it. 

Qaeslion. Have they not sometimes cufied them about it pretty smartly ? 

Answer. I don't know but there were some fights round the poila about voting ; 
there might have be«n : I never had anything to do with it. I don't believe I ever 
knew an election to be held there without some little scufBe with some of them, I sup- 
pose, about voting the democratic ticket. 

Questiim, Waa it not a rather hard thing for a colored man to get a chance to vote 
the democratic ticket when any of bis colored brethren were about S 

Answer. I espeet it waa. 

Qaestion. They would tjilk to him pretty roughly t 

Answer. They would talk to him abont it, of course ; refer him back to the days pre- 
vious to these. I have talked to a, good many of them. I never had any fusa with 
them about it. I have told them to vote as they pleased. I have had them reconsider, 
and vot« the right sort of a ticket. I have seen them fooled by having the wrong 
ticket handed to them. Some have brought me their tickets to read for them, and I 
would tell them they were the wroug tickets. There is generally a contest aboutsuch 
things as that. 

Question. Have you not known colored men to be abused and beaten, by other colored 
men for trying to vote the democratic ticket T 

Answer. It seems to me I have known some men have a fight about such things, but 
I could not aay for certain when and where ; but I have seen them have some contest 



Washington, D. C, Mij 31, 1871. 

JOHN E. FRENCH sworn and examined. 
By the Chaibman ; 

Qaestioa. What official position do yon occupy at this time? 

-Jnaiuej-. I am Sergeant-at-Arms for the Senate of the United States. 

QueaUotu Has it been your duty to procure the attendance before this committee as 
witnesses of such persons as the committee have called ftota time to time ? 

Anmer. I have been engaged in that duty for thiscommittec since some time in May 
last. 

Question. Were you directed to send for W. L. Saunders, of North Carolina ! 

Ansrr>er. I was. 

Qa^tion. What communications, telegraphic or otherwise, have passed between you 
upon that subject T ^ 

Answer. In answer, I submit the following: 

" Washington, D. C, Jiilg 15, 1871. 
"To W. L. SAUNBnns, Chapel Bill, Sorth CaroliKa : 

_ "The Committee on Southern Outrages require your immediate attendance at Wash- 
ington, as a witness before the committee. 

"JNO. H. FRENCH, 
" Sergeant-at-Arms VniteA States Senate." 



•d by Google 



CONDITION OP AFFAIRS IN THE SOUHEKN STATES. 51 

[Dated Ciiapol Hill, Jnly 18, 1871.— Eeceived at 1, via Dnrlittm I.ID.] 
" To Jno, R. FitENCH, Sargeant-rU-Arm3 Uiiilnd Slates Senate ; 
" Telegrams received. It will bo impossible for me to reach Washington befoi'e next 

" W. L. SAUNDERS." 

By Mr. Pool : 
Qa&tion. Do you knoir whether Mr. Sawndei^ cauic to this city after his telegram 

Anaaer. I did not see him. Two or three men iiavo been in my room who said that 
Mr. Saunders had been in the city, and asked me if lie had been in my office. Tliat is 
all I know about it. 

By the Chaibmas ; 

Qu^tion. Did you Babpccna James Ayery, of Yorkville, South Carolina f 

Anevier. Yes, sir. 

Qveatitm. Did ho reply ? 

Jmstcer. He did. He responded in person. 

Queadmt. Did he report ti j'ou T 

JitMicer. He did. 

Question. Is he in the city at present ! 

Anafter. Not to my knowledge. 

Question. Did he obtain leave of absence firoia yoa or from the committee ! 

Answer. He did not from me ; I do not know what the committee said to him. After 
he had been gone a fortnight I received this letter from him : 

"St. CATinKiKes, OiSTARio, Canada, 

'' JaJjf 19, 1871. 
"General J. R. French, Sergcaiit-ai-Arms United States Seaaie: 

" The extreme illness of Mrs. Avery, and the nrgentnecessity of at once bringing her 
to a cool and bracing climate, wiU, I hope, be a sufHcient escuse to the members of the 
committee for my absence : and though I should dislike very much to leave her among 
strangers, yet if the committee wishes it, and my wife's health permits, 1 will endeavor 
to attend on any given day. My evidence would only touch upon local affairs in York 
diatriut, South Carolina, of no general importance whatever. Please telegraph mo at 
once if I am ■wanted or not. 

" I am, very respectfully, 

"J.W.AVERY. 
"If I am wanted, name as distant a day as possible. 



QiKslioK, When did ho leave the city of Washington f 

Aisicer. About a fortnight before the date of this letter. After I received his letter, 
by order of the committee, I telegraphed to him, and the operator replied that he was 
not able to find him. 

By the Chairman: 

QueaKon. Yon telegraphed that he was wanted V 

Anewer. I telegraphed that he need not come. 

Qtiesiioii. Did you telegraph to F. N. Stradwick, of North Carolina, t« come here as a 
witness? 

AnaweJ: I did. The following papera will show what has been done : 

" Washington, D. C, Jane 9, 1871. 
" To P. N. SiBUDWiCK, Sil!ib<rroiigi, Xorth CaroUna : 

" Yon are wanted here immediately, as witness, by congressional committee investi- 
gating condition of lat« insurrectionary States. Telegraph when yon may be expected. 

" JOHN R. FRENCH, 
" 8ergwat-at-Ai"tti8 TInittd States Senate," 

[Dated Hillsboroogh, Norlli Carolina, June 10, 1871,— Eoceivod at Washington, D. C, 10.30 a. m.] 
" To J. E. French, Sergeant-af-Anns United Stales Senate : 

" It is almost impossible for me to leave homo without a sacrifice much too great for 
one in as reduced circumstances as I am. I am in the midst of my little harvest and 
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" F. N. STEUBWICK." 
"Juke 10, 187X. 
" To F. N. Stuudwick, SillshoroagTi, North Carolina : 

" The committee require your attendance, but take a day or two to enalile you to 
)eave tout tmsiiioss -without loss : report -what diiy you will appear. 

"JOHN E. FRENCH." 

" Hillsborough, North Carolina, June 12, 1871. 
"To JoHS R. FEEVca, Sergeant-at-Jrms, United States Senate : 
"Will leave Hillsborough to-nicht for WaBhingtou. 

"F. N. STRUDWICK." 
(Ditca Hillsboroogli, Jnne 13, 1871.— EeceiTed at Ifoitb Carolina, 1.10,p. la.] 
" To John E. French, Sergeantrat-Arms, United Slafa Senate : 
"I was nnavoiflably detained last night; will leave to-night. 

" F. N. STEUDWICK." 

[Dated HiUaborongli, June 14, ISVl,— EecelTed at North Carolina, 11 n. in.] 
" To John E. French, Sergcanf-at-Arms : 

"Was to have left last nisht, but my ataetei wheat blown down, a»il will be ile- 
tained a day or two ; will tolearaph. ■when I will leave. 

" F. N. STRUDWICK." 

[Dated HillEborongh, June 13, 1B71.— Keceivetl at 12.45 p. m.] 

" To J. R. French, Sergeanlrai-Arms : 

" When will I be needed in WaBliington I I can go on KOme time this week. Please 
let me know. 

"F.N. STRUDWICK." 
"June 19, le71. 
"To F. N. Strcdwick, SiUsboroug}!, North Carolina; 
" Any day this week will answer ; but by Saturday certainly. 

"JOHN K. FRENCH, 
" Sergeant-at-Arms United States Scimlc." 
" Ebbitt Hopse, Washington, D. C, Jvnc 24, 1671. 
"My Dear Sir; I reached this place to-day and am now subject to your order. Please 
to dispose of mo as quickly as may be, and oblige, 
" ToarB, rcBpeotfilllr, 

"F.N. STRUDWICK. 
" Mr. John B. French, 

" Sergeant-at-Arwa United States Senate." 

Wben the committee called for Mr. Stmdwiek, I sent a messenger to the Ebbitt 

House, and he returned with the information that Mr. Stmdwiek hadpaid his bill and 

left. Afterward, by direction of tho committee, a subpiEiia was served on liim by the 

marshal there. After which the following telegrams will show what was done : 

[Datfid nuisborongii, July 13, XS7I.— Eeoeived at North Carolina 1.15 p. m.] 

" To Hon. Luke P. Pouard, 

" Chairman of the Select Committee to inquire into the 

" ctmditione of States lately in insurrection : 
" I had just received a summons OTer your name, commandiug me to appear before 
yonr committee, at their room in Capitol, in Washington City, D. C, on the 14th, (to- 
morrow,) at 12 o'clock. This is now impossible, as I could not possibly reach the oity 
by that time allowing only a few hours to make the necessary arrangements. I have 
been confined to the nouse ever since my retnm from Washington, and am not now 
well enough ix\ fla^@ the journey ; if you will have ttie kindness excuse me for a week 
or ten days, I will then hold myself ready to obey instantly your summons by tele- 
graph. I Lave already obeyed one such summons and waited in Washington nearly 
an entire week, and was compelled to leave the city. Please answer. 

"F. N. 8TEUDWICK." 
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"July X3, 1871. 
"To F.N. Stkudwick, Esq., Hillahoi'ougk, North Cmvlina; 

'■ Dispatch received by committen ; they excuse jou until tlie tweutietli ; desire jour 
attendance tliat day ivitliout fail, 

"JNO. E. FSENCH, 
" Sergeani-at-Arais United Slates Senate." 

[Dated EiUsboro, N". C. Jnlj 19. 1671— Received at 4.35.) 
" To J. K. FftKSCH, Sergeant-at-Arnia : 

'■ We, the subscribers, physicians in tliia town, after flill investigation of Mr. F. N. 
Stmdwick, are of the opinion that he cannot with any propriety ohey the aummoDs to 
appear before your touorahle body on the twentieth instant, and would request that 
further time be allowed him. 



I was also directed to call Mr. John Manning, jr., and Mr. D. Schenck, of North Car- 
olina. From them I have received the following letters ; 

"PrrrsTON, Noktu CAiiOUNA, Jali/ 34, 1871. 
" My Dear Sir : I receiYed your telegram, dated Washington, July 19, on yesterday, 
informing me that ' I am wanted forthwith as a witness by congressional committee 
investigating condition of Southern States.' I am not nearer a telegraph office than 
forty miles, and must therefore reply hy letter. It ia imposBible for me, without great 
loss and inconvenience, to leave here forWaahington heiore the 5th day of August. If 
this will be allowed mo I shall be very thanklul ; but if not, let me know and I will 
come right on. 

" Yonrs, very respectfully, 

" JOHN MANNING, Jk. 
"Hou. Jso. E. Fkikch, 

" Sergeant-at-Ana» United Slates Senate, Washiagton, D. C." 

" LiscoLNTON, North Carolina, July 24, 1871. 

" Dbxb Sir ; Your telegram of the IHth, stating that I was wanted by the congres- 
sional committee on the 19th, and your telegram of the 19th inquiring if the first was 
received, both reached here on Saturday last, the 23d. I have received no summons 
from any one further than these telegrams. In the last you inquired whoa ' I maybe 
expected !' 

1 cannot come this week, as I have to attend superior court at Charlotte, and Mon- 
day week have to be at Newton, attending superior court, and I cannot therefore at- 
tend until after that time without great sacrifice to my professional interests and great 
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TESTIMONY TAKEN BY THE SUB-COMMITTEE. 



Jacksonville, Florida, Kovembcr 10, 1871, 



SAMUEL TUT80N (colored) sworn and examined. 



the 



By the CaiiRMis : 

QaetUoa. Wlat is your ^e, where were you born, and where do you now live f 

Answer. As near as I can come at it, I am betweenfifty-threeandfifty-four years old 
I waa born in Virginia, and I now live in Clay Connty, seven miles from Waldo, - **- 
Santa V6. 

Quesiion. How long have yon lived there t 

Ansicer. I left tliere this year ; since May. 

Question. Where did yon live before that 1 

Answer. On Number Eleven Pond, in Clay County. 

Qae»tUya. Are there any people in your county tLat tiey call Ku-Kluil 
They called themaelTes Ku-Klnx that whipped me that nigiit. 

Question. What night was that t 

AnsiDer. I do not know hardly what night it was ; but they whipped me li 
mischief. 

Question. What month was it T 

Jiwtoer. It was in May. 

Question. How many were there ! 

Answer. There were nine ; five swung on to me, and four to my wife. 



QnestUm. At what time in the day oi 



Answer. 



It was between midnight and d 



QaesUtm. Were they < 



Answer. 



They blacked 



isguis< 



Is and blacked their &cea. 






QaesHon. Was there any change made in their clothing 1 

Answer. Ho, sir ; one came in in his shirt-sleeves, but all the rest had on their coats. 

Question. Tell ns what they did when they came, and all that was done. 

Answer. They came to my honse, and my dog barked a tim« or two, and 
and could see nobody ; my wife went ont and coald seo nobody at aU ; 
more than got into the house and got into bed, when they came and flung themselves 
against the door, and it brolio loose on both sides, and fell right into the middle of the 
floor; my wife said, "Who's that?" Then GeorgeMoCreamade to Jier,at^dlmade to 
her to help her; as I did so, someonestandingby the door caught mo bv my right ai — 






it get to her ; they pulled and pulled, and tried to poll me away, but 



the fence, i 






they could not, and then they dragged my feet from under 
across a cellar-door and near broke my back; they dra^^ed m 
broke down five or sis panels, and took ^le away down the hill 
mock, and tied me to a pine and whipped me. 

Question. How many lashes did they give you T 

Ansmer. It is out of my power to tell you. 

Quegtion. How many of them struck you ? 

ATiawer. Well, they blindfolded me for a time ; Dave Donley struck me over the eye 
before I got to the place where they tied me, and they stamped on. ine and kicked me ; 
he was tie first one who whipped me after 1 was tied, and Bob Lane was the nest one 
who struck me. 

Qaeetimi. How many licks did they strike jou T 

Answer. I cannot tell you ; they hit me a whole parcel of times. 

Question. Who struck you ! 

Answer. Cabell Winn struck me with a pistol and choked me, and ran my head up 
against the tree, and told me that if it was not for sin, he would blowmy "God-damned 
brains out." He said that I pulled down my fence, and let people's stock it 
and killed them, I said, " Tou can't prove it " '""' 
damned back." 

Question. Who else struck you T 

Answer. Alletntckme; but the rest I did not see, for I was blindfolded when the 



[e said he could prove it on my "God- 



db,Google 



FLORIDA i^iUB-COMMITTEE. 00 

reet Btrock me. When they rauniybea^ up against the tree, I could see Bob Lane, and 
Dftve Donley, and Cabel! Winn. 

Question. Did tbey blindfold you before they began to whip yont 

Attewer. Yes, sir ; and they stripped me Jnst as naked as yonr hand ; they took every 
ragoffof me, and tflofc my shirt and tore it np, and took a piece and blindfolded me, 
and then took another piece and twisted it up, aad put it into my mouth, like a bridle- 
bit, so that I could not holler. 

Question. Were you standing up ? 

Jmsuw. All the time. 

Question. Did they tie you to anything ! 

Answer. They mane me bug a tree and tied my hands together. 

Qaesiitm. When they got through ■whipping you, what did they do I 

Attawei: They went and tore down my honse, and said that thoy were going to whip 
US as long as they wanted to ; and then they were going to tie ua up by the thamljB 
and let us haug awhile ; and then hang na by the neek until we were dead ; and then 
fling us into Number Eleven Pond. 

Question. Did they untie yon when they were done whipping you t 

Answer. They did not untie me when they got done their whipping, but I got looao 
while they were tearing down my house. Two of them staid there, and thereat went 
to the house, and when my wife broke loose, they ran to her, and I got clear. 

©iiesiioH. Who whipped your wife 1 

Anticer. All of them ; she can tell yoa about that more than I cxa. 

QuesUoii. How fer from the house did they take you to whip you T 

Answer. As near as I can come at it, it was about a quarter of a mile. 

QaestioTi. What did they whip you for — what did they have a^inst you I 

J3iewer. Because I would not give up my land to Mr. Winn. I bought a man's im- 
provements, a man by the name of Free Thompson. Mr. Tiro and Mr. Thompson were 
first cousins. After Thompson was gone with my money that I let him have for his 
improvements. Tire eame there and said that it was his land. I o^ed him why he did 
not let me know when I first came there, and he said he wanted me to do a neap of 
work there before he bothered me, I said, " Are you (jolng to give mo anything at all 
for what I gave for the land?" He said, "Ho," I said, "Are you going to give me 
anything for the crop in the ground !" He said, " No." I said, " Ave you going to 
give me anything at all for the improvements I have put on 1" He said, " No?' Then 
I said, "Is there any law here for kiok^headsT' Besaid, " Yes, there is." Isaid, 
" No, there isn't." He said, " Yes ; there is as much law for you as for me." I said, 
"Then, if there is any law for kinky heads, I will find it." He tried, a right smart 
while to get me away, and I would not go; and Mr. Winn tookit toget meawayfi'om 

Question. What did they do with your things that were in thehousel 

Ansteer. They left them there. I went to Mr. Buddington, to let him know what 
they did. He sent roe to Mr. Kennedy, and told me that if Mr. Kennedy did not serve 
the writ, to come back to him. A little boy living at Mr. Kennedy's was there at Mr. 
Bnddinifton's, and he went homo and told Mr. Kennedy, and he served the writ. 

OBCBton. Did yon hear Winn say what he would do if anybody went up there from 
Jaeksonville to help you t 

Avsicer. I did not hear him say it myeelf, hut I heard it here this week. 

£estioii. What was it I 
swer. It was that if any body should go from here up there, he should not get 
hack any more. I did not heai him say so, for he is not here : but I heard that he sent 
that word down here. 

Qnestl/M\. When did you come to Jacksonville 1 

Answer. I think last Thursday week, 

Qaestlon. Did you leave your land when they pulled your house down and whipped 
your 

Ansiver. I left my land; but Mr. Baddington told me to go and have my house done 
up strong and good, and if anybody come flicre.tokill them. I said I was afraid to 
stay there. He told me to work there in the daytime, and go to my neighbors at night. 
My neighbors were too far oiF, and I quit there altogether. 

Question. Who has the land now ! 

.dKSWiv. I have the land, hut nobody is living on it. I have the title to it in town 

QuesSon. Where does Mr. Winn live 1 

Ammer. About a mUo and a half or two miles from where 1 lived there. 

Question. How much money did you give for the land ! 

Answer. I gave cotton enough to come to $150, and then I homestcaded 160 acres. 

QaesUon. You had some things in the house, had you not 1 

AnsK^, Yes, sir; some little. 

Question. What did tbey do with them ! 

Anstner. Nothing at all ; it is all there now. I have not been there since, except that 
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I went on by there to go to Mr. Buddiugtoa's, ond aomebody, I do not 3iU0W who, 
soiue of the same party, I suppose, had pulled the foneo down in two places, aud the 
cattle had gone in there and ate all my crop. 

QaestUin, What were your crops S 

Answer. I reckon I had oo*ttOQ enough to come to about abagauda lialf, and besides 
right smart com and potatoes. I left fliat place and went ahoat seven milea from Sauta 
Flwith Mr. Owen Swindell. 

Qii«sHon. Did they disturb you there 5, 

Answer, No, air ; only John Hagan came there and talked with Mr. SwindeU, and 
said that he had not seen me since I went to Mr. Buddingtou, but if ho over got close 
to me, he intended to hnrt me. 

Qiieetion. Hagan was one of the men who wove along at the time you were whipped ? 

Anrnper. Yea, sir. Owen Swindell was his uncle. 

By Mr. Bayard ; 

QxeaHon. In what county did these thiugs bappeu T 

Antwer. lo Clay County, at Humher Eleven Pond. 

QjiesUim. When was it? 

Answer, Last May. 

Question. How long had you been in Clay County ! 

Aiineer. I had been living there tliree yeaiis. 

QiKStion. On this same land f 

Jwsttw. Yes.sir; but I did not work much on the laud; I made ouecrop there before. 

Que^ti/m. Whom did you work for? 

Ansicer. Mr. Winn, pretty near all the time. 

QuestUm. What ia hia first name ! 

Anawer. Jack Winn. 

Question. How fer from you did he live t 

Anamer. As near as I can get at it, about two miles. 

bastion. From whom did you buy that land ? 

Answer. A man by the name of Free Thompson. 

Ques^n. Is he a white man ! 

Anewer. Yea, sir. 

QueaHon, You gave cotton amounting to $150 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And after that Winn claimed it as his own landf 

Anawer. Ho, sir ; he had a little piece of land right by it, and he offered to se!l me 
his laud. Mr. Isaac Tiro had land there, too, but it was of no account. It was con- 
sidered tliat my laud was the best on Sumber Eleven Pond, and he wanted to say that 
my land was his and his laud was mine, and he tried to get me away from there all he 

Qvfsiion. Did he ever sue yon in the courts ! 

Answer. No, sir ; he talked about it. 

QuesHon. How many acres had yon T 

Anmner. In all ( 

Qneetion. Yea. 

Answer. I homesteaded 160 acres. 

Queition. You did that under the United States law 1 

Anttcer. Yes, air. 

Questimi. How much did you buy f 

Anajver. Not more than about three acres, hardly that. 

Question. That was all the good land this man claimed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. That piece of land had got about seven or eight acres of hammock 
on it, and it was the only haminock land anywhere close by. 

QaesHon. This man who owned land nest to yourself claimed that you bought prop- 
erty that belonged to him ! 

Answer. Yes,sirj that was laaac Tire ; he aud Free Thompson were first cousins. He 
said that it was his laud, and that Free Thompaon had sold hia land to me, and he 
wanted me to give it up. I asked him if he was going to pay me anything for what I 
gave for it, and he said no. 

QuestioH. What was it they said about your pulling down fences aud killing stock ? 

Answer. Cabell Winn said that ; I was tied then around the tree. He said, "God 
damn you, you pull down your fences aud drive people's stock in there and kill theai." 
J said, "Can you prove it J" He said, "I wiU prove it on your God-damned back." 

Q«£aiion. Did you shoot anybody's stock? 

Amwer. No, sir ; I have got to do that yet. 

Qaeatioti. You never killed any atook that were on your land ! 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qaealion. After you were whipped, to whom did you make your first complaint? 

Answer. To Mr. Bnddington. 
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QuestMa Who is he S 

JliiMWT He la Iiead over Clay Couuty ; be lulfls it, so tlioy Cell me. 

Qu^tioa Wliat omcedidheliold! 

Answey I do not know exactly. 

Queetiua Whit did ho do to you t 

AnsKfr He seut me to Mr. Kennedy. 

Questuni \Mio is Mr. Kennedy t 

Attmcer He is a magistrate. 

QuMhOB In that county! 

Answm Yes, 6ir. 

Question What did he dot 

Amwer. He took all the names down and gave them to my son Henry, and he t«ok 
them to the sheriif. 

Question. Did you make oath to this before the magistrate ? 

Jnsnier. Do you mean like I made here a while ago S 

Question. Yes. 

Jnsicer. Yes, sir. 

Qneatiott. And then you gave hiui these names ! 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

QiKSiion. You know who those three men who whipped you were ? 

Anewer. Yes, sir. 

Queafioji. Did you know the restf 

Atmter. I know them all, every one. 

Quealion. When the sherili! got the u; 

Anamer. The high eheriff took GeorgL 
and pat Ms daddy there, aud then they arrested these ni 



Qu^ii, What did they do f 

AnajKer. They let them stay as they were. 

Question. Do you know whether they made them give bond ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quealion. Do you know what that means I 

Ansiner. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything about giving bail ! 

Aniwer. No, sir. 

QaesHon. You do not know what they did to enable them to go fcee ! 

Anstuer. No, air ; they did not take them up. 

Quealion. What did they do f 

Angarer. He told me ho hail been around and shook hands with them all, aud that 
was the way ha got up with them. 

Question. Do you recollect the name of the man who told you that ! 

Answer. His name is at my tongue's end, but I cannot call it now : but my wife 
knows. 

Qaeation. You do not know his name ? 

Ansiner. I know his name, but I cannot call it now. 

Qtteslioa. This waa in May last f 

Anevser. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long after you were so abused did they arrest those men ; how long 
wae it trfter that that the sheriff told you lie had got up with them by shakiug hands 
with them 1 

Answer, It was mighty near a month. 

QuesUoH. Have you been back there again since that time ? 

Answer. To the land, do you mean ? 

Question. In that county to see the sheriff! 

Answer. Ho, sir ; I saw the sheriff at Green Cove Spring. 

Question. What did he aay ! 

An&wer. He did not say anything to me about the land at all. 

Question. Have yon done anything further to prosecute those nine men ? 

Answer. I went to the Spring, where they told me there was a United States lawyer ; 
Mr. Buddington sent word for me to meet him there at his court, but hia court was 
over a week or two before I got there, before I got the word, 

Question, You did sot get uiere in time t 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not get the word in time ; and when I did get there, Mr. Bud- 
dington was gone ; the United States lawyer was tBere, and I inquired for the lawyer 
and thoy told me that he was down taking a bath, and what sort of a man he waa, and 
that I would see him at the gate when ho came out. I stood at the spring gate, aud 
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when some men camo bj I said : " Isn't one of you gentlemen a Unitetl States lawyer!" 
He asked what I -wanted, and I said I ha<I a paper tbat I wanted him to look at. 

QaesiUm. What paper t 

Ansieer. The paper abont my land : he looked at it, and told me he was gtiinjj ti) 
hreakfiist, and that I must come up mto the coart-hoose affor breakfast and soo bim ; 
I told him what they had been doing to me, and he said they had no occasion to beat 
me ; after a right smart whUe in the day I saw him again.. 

QutatUnt. What did he do ! 

Ansieer. He took all the names down, and pnt them in hia pocket, and I have not 

Vjacstion. Did he swear you again t 
Jhotcct. Yea, sir ; up in the court. 
QueaUon. He swore yon as this gentleman [pointing to tiie chairman] swore you just 

An»weri Yes, sir. 

QaesUtm. What else did he do ? 

Answer. I do not recollect of his doing anything else. 

QuesUon. Did he tell you to stay there t 

An$a>er. No, sir. 

QiK$iUm. Did he teil you when to come there again T 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question, What is his name ! 

Answer. I do not know ; I nerer saw him before that I know of. 

^u^tion. He representfi the United States in tbat place ! 

Answer. He put the papers in his pocket, and I do not know what he was going to 
do ; but Mr. Murray came up and subptenaedme to come down here. 

Qneelion. How long ago was it that you saw tliis United States lawyer at the Spring, 
and went into the court-house and was sworn before him ! 

Answer. It has been about three weeks ago ; maybe a little longer. 

Qitesiiaa. He lias the case in hand for you ? 

Ansieer. That lawyer f Yes ; he fetched the papers here, I suppose. 

QuestUm. He has a list of the names of the men who abused jouT 

Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

Quentkin. Did he promise you he would get you redress ? 

Answa: No, sir ; he did not promise anything. 

QnestUm. That was about three weeks ago ? 

Answex. About that ; as near as I can come at it. 

Qaetlion. Wbat did you come over here fer J 

AjtsKer. Mr. Murray came for me. 

QneiUon, Who is he f 

AnSKer. . He is the United States sheriff hero, I suppose. 

Qaestimi. They call him marshal, do they ! 

Ansvxf. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he show yon any paper when he came, or tell you to come here t 

Answer. He gave me a paper, and one to my wife. 

QttestUm. How long ago was that f 

Ansmer. I think it was week before !ast ; I have been here now going on two weeks. 

Qu4atioH. Have you been before the court here T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they had me in two of these places. 

Question. Did you make an oath to what joa are telling us now, before different 
ofScerst 

Aneiaer. Yee,sir. 

QmstUrn. You first made oath before the magistrate, and told him the facts ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaesttoa. And then you have done it in two or three places here in Jacksonville ! 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

Qaesliwi. And now you are giving the same facts to this committee ! 

Answer. Yes, sir, as near as I can get at them. 

QuesUon. Who is the judge of your connty. Clay County I 

Ansaer. Mr. Buddington, they call Jadge Buddington, and Captain Buddington. 

QuesUon. He told you to fasten your house up stronger and shoot these fellows if they 
distorbed you T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How fer from you does he hve f 

Ansieer. Hear about twenty or thirty miles. 

Question. Have you many neighbors down there T 

Answer. Mr. Winn is the nearest neighbor; I have no black neighbors within fonr 
allies of rae. And this lawyer toid me the same, if anybody bothered me to kill them. 

Qiieetion. To defend yourself in your house t 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Were you ever at an election in Clay County t 

Jfwmer. Ho, me ; not in Clay County. 

Qaesti^tt. Yon never were at an election in tbat county f 

Ansvier. No, sir. 

QueiUm. Are there most black people o 

Ansajer. There are most white people; 
families, to my tnowing, in the counfy. 

Qnsation. Thay aro generally white I 

Jiwiwr. Yes, sir. 

QaesUon. "Wien you asked a man ahout a kinky-liead getting justice, who told yoi: 
tJiat you could get the same Justiee there as anybody else i 

AnsKer, Mr. Isaac Tire. 

Question. What relation is lie to the man you bought tie land from i 

Amwer. First cousin. 

Qu^ion. He said that yon could getjustice in the courts for your own laud the saini 
as any white man could !. 

Jnswer. Yes, sir; he said I had as much law as tliey liad. I told liim.if there wa: 
any Jaw for kinky-lieads, I would find it. 



Jacksonville, Florida, Xovembcr 10, 1&71. 

HANNAH TUT80N (colored) sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman ; 

Queition. State your ago, whnrc yon were born, and where yon now live ! 

Angicer. As near as I can toll I am about forty-two or forty -three years old. I waa 
bom in Gadsden, Florida, and I now iivo in Clay Coiiuty, neai Waldo, on old Number 
Eleven Pond. 

Qneitiott. Are you the wife of Samuel Tutaon ! 

Jnmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you at home wlien he was whipped last aprinRt 

Aiiswer. Yes ; sir, I was at home. 

Qaeation. Tell na what tflok place then, what waa done, and how it was done. 

Anainer. When they came to my house that night the dog barked twice, and the old 
man got up and went out of doors and then came back and lay down ; she flew out 
again, and I got up and went out of doors ; I knew the slut barked more tliao usual, 
but I could see nothing ; I went back into the bouse, and just as I got into bed five 
men bnJEed right againat the door, and it fell right in the middle of the floor, and they 
foil down, George MoCrea was the first who got up. I had no chimney in the house, 
but a board floor, and he went where I bad left all the children ; went circling around 
toward the children's bed, and 1 said " Who's that f The old man had not spoke. 
George McCrea ran risht to me and gathered me by the arm. As I saw him coming, 
I took up the child — tue baby— and held to him. The old man threw his arms round 
my neck and held on to me. Cabell Winn catched hold of my foot, and then there 
were so many hold of me I cannot tell who they were, George McCrea and Cabell 
Winn wore the first to take hold of me. He said, " Come in, True-KluS." I started to 
Boream, and George McCrea oatehed me right by the throat and choked me. I worried 
around and around, and he catched the little child by the foot and siinged it out of 
my arms. I aoreamod again, and ho gathered me again. Then there were ao many 
hold of me that they got me out of doors. After they got me out, I looked np and I 
saw Jim Phillips, George McCrea, and Henry Baxter. I looked ahead of me and they 
had the old man ; and they tore down the fence the same as if yon saw people drag- 
ging hogs from the bntoher-pen. And they went to another comet of the fence and 
jerked me over, jnst as if you were jerkinjj adnmb beast. The old man wasaliead of 
me, and I saw Dave Donley stamp on liim. I said " Sam, give up ; it is not worth 
while to try to do anything; they will try to kill us here." They said, "0, 
God damn you, we will kill yon." I said, "I will go with you." George McCrea 
said, " Come right along." I said, " Yea, I am coming; I will come ri^t along." 
After they carried me abont a quarter of a mile from fbe house — may ue a little 
more ; I cannot teU exactly how fkr it was ; it was a good distance from the 
house — they took me lihrongh a path to a field, and down to the lower end of 
the field. When they got there he aaid, " Come here, True-Klux." The True-Klux came 
there and stopped and whispered abont as far as from hereto this gentleman, [point- 
ing to a member of the committee sitting at the table.] Then he said, " Now, old lady, 
you pretend to be a good Christian; youTiad better pray right off." I cast ray eye up 
to the elements and begged God to help mo. George SlcCrea struck me over the bead 
with a pistol, and said, "God damo you, what are you making this fuss for (" I said, 
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"No." Ho sajil, " Wbcro is the ropcH?" They said they had lost theropes. Now, I 
never saw any hoi'ses ; I did not 30O any that night. They went off nest to my field 
and OBQie back with a handful of saddle-2irth& with the buckles on them. Tliey took 
and carried me to apine, just aslat|;easreoulogetmy arms around, and then they tied 
my hands there. They pulled off ail mylinen, tore it npao that Idid not have apiece of 
rag ou me as big as my hand. They tied me, and I said,." Men, what are yon going to 
do with me !" They said, " God damn yon, we will show yon ; yoa are living on 
another man's premiaes." I said, " No ; I am living on my own premises ; I gave $150 
for it, and Captain Bnddington and Mr. Mundy told me to stay Ijere." He said, 
" God damn you, we will give them the same we are going to give you." I quit talk- 
ing to them, only as they asked mo anything. They tied me to a tree and whipped me 
tbt awhile. Then George McCrea would sa^, " Come here, Trne-Klns." Then the True- 
Klux would come, and they wonld step ofi' abont as far as that gentleman and whis- 
per; and then they would say that they would go off to where tbosaddles were. They 
wonld go, and then when th^ came back they would whip me again. Every time 
they would go off, George McCrea would aet scandalously and ridloiflously toward me, 
and treat me shamefully. When he saw them coming again he would maJce mo get 
np. He ■would make me squat down by the pine, and say, " What are yon tromhlmg 
for V 1 would say that I was cold, and was afraid that I wonld freeze. He would get 
his knees between my legs and say, "God damn yon, open your legs." I tell you, 
men, that he did aet ridiculously and shamefully, that same George McCrea. He sat 
down there and said, " Old lady, if you don't let me have to do with you, I will kill 
you." I said, ''Nojdo just what you are going to do." He said, " God damn you, I uat 
going to kill you." They whipped me, and went off again to the horses, and got liquor 
of some kind and poured it on my head, and I smelled it for three weeks, so that it 
made me sick. They went off and whispered, and then he told them to go to my house 
and tear it down. He asked me where was my os. It was in the field, but I would 
notteilhim; I said that my eou-in-law had got my cart. Ho said, "Where is your 
eon-in-lawf . I said, "He has gone to PalaOia." He said, "Where is your ok!" I 
'would not tell him. He would whisper to them, and tell them to go and get the ox, 
and to get my things and start them off to-night. He said, " Let's stait them right off 
to-night." They would go and hunt, and then come back. He would make me sit 
down while they were gone. Understand roe, men, while they were gone to hunt for 
that ox, George McCrea would make me sit down there, and try to have me do with 
him right there. They came back and whipped me. I said, " Yes, men, if you will 
stop whipping me, I will give way to yuu.' Gentlemen, you do not know what ex- 
pressions Cat^U Winn ma& out of his month. It was all smutty on theirfaces, only 
right from: the ear down, and their hands were smutty. Some were in their shirt- 
sleeves, and some had coats on. I had been working with them very nearly thre* 
years. You know that when any person gets about half dnmk, he cannot alter hia 
voice hnt what you can tell him. I have been working and washing fur them ; I hod 
not been two weeks from his mother's house, where I had been washing ; I washed 
there every week. That is the way they did me ; they came back and whipped me. 
George McCrea said, " I eanie to dispossess you of this place once before." There were 
four men whipping me at once. 
Question. With what! 

Answer. With saddle-girths, as I told you ; with surcingles off the saddles. George 
McCrea said, "We camo to dispossess yon once hefore, and you said you did not care 
if we did whip you." I said, " Stop, men, and let me see." One of iheia said, " Stop, 
and let her get her breath." Mr. Winn talked all kind of nasty talk to me. I got so 
I did not count Mr. Winn more than he counted me, I told Mr. Winn just exaetly 
three weeks before they whipped me that I did not care what they did for me just sol 
saved my laud. Said I, " In the red times, how many times have they took me and 
turned my clothes over my head and whipped mo t I do not care what they do to me 
now if lean only save my land." He again asked me if I said that, audi said, "Stop; 
I will see." After a minute I said, "Yes, I did say so." Cabell Winn says, "Yes, yoa 
damned bit«h, you did say so." I did not tell anybody but Cabell Winn and his daddy, 
for my husband was gone. The night they came to whip me they did not expect to 
find the old man there, aud when they found he had hold of me as they were carrying 
me to the door, he says, " Oh, God damn yon, are yOu here !" And the time they were 
whipping me they said, " How, listen, God damn yon, at that poor old man ; you were 
a God damned old bitch to get the poor old man in this fix ; listen at him, you damned 
old bitch." I would have told this just the way you hear me tell it now before the others, 
but they stopped me. 

Queslion, How many lashes did they give you in all ! 

Answer. I cannot tell you, for they whipped me itom the crown of sot head to the 
soles of my feet. I was just raw. The biood oozed out through my frock all around 
my waist, clean through, when I got to Captain Buddington's. After I got away from 
them that night I ran to ray house. My house was torn down, I went in aud felt 
whore my bed was. It was along in the middle of the floor. I went to the other cor- 
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ner of the honse and feJt for my little children. I could not see one, and thp bed was 
hoisted up in the corner of the liouBe and hitched there, and ia there now. I could nut 



H my little children and I could not eee them. I said, " Loi'd, my little cliildrau n: 

ad." I went to the hoi of my things and I picked np a dress Ihad tli6re,hutl went 

five miles before 1 pot it on my back. When I got near one of my neighbor's honso I 



hollered '■'murder,'' and they heard me, and they said they heard horses' ft,_, „_ _^. . 
did hear horses myself, and I hollered, fori was afraid. I cannot read, and I have got 
no clock, but as near as I can get to it, 1 got away from them aa hour to day, and I 
went tmelTe miles by aanrise after T got away from them. I wont through to Mr. 
Montgomery's hoase. I could not bear my clothes fastened on me. I told them to 
give me a light as g^aick as they conld so that I might go hack and hnut np my chil- 
dren. I have two ^rown sons and a daughter, who are married and gone off. I said, 
" Give me a light ; I expect my linaliand i$ dead, and I want to go back and Dnd my 
children." I went hack again, and I heard him holler, but I could hear nothing of my 
children. They said, " Go by Mr. Ashley's and get him to ride up IJiere." I went by 
Mr. Ashley's, and went in. there. I turned i^ my clothes, and let Mr, Ashley see how 
I was whipped. I had on nothing but a frock, and I could not fasten it. He said, 
" Woman, go hack home and hunt for your husband aud children. If he is dead, don't 
stand to bu^hiro, but go right onto Whitesville." I told him I did not liuowhowto 
go there. He saidj " If you. have not been it is right enough to hunt up your hoys, 
and let them go with yon ; if your husband is dead don't SKind to bury biiTi." 

QaesUoH. Did yon find your children t 

Ansicer. I did ne:£t day at IS o'clock. 

QaealUm. Where were they t 

Anstver. They were there at my house, where the tmB-kInx had whipped me. Their 
father lay out to the middle of the night, and my ghildren lay out there too. They 
said that when they got away from me they went out into the field, and my little 
daughter said that us the baby cried she wonld reach out and pick some gooseberries 
and put them iu its little mouth. When she could hear none of them anr more die 
went up into the field to a log heap and staid there with her brother and the baby. 
At daylight the old man came by a little house I had been living in, and which I used 
to keep some corn and things in, and they had torn it down, and the hogs had been in 
there catingup what corn and Jittle stuff I had there. 

QHesHim. Howold were your children t 

Ausioer. Pne was about five yeais old, another hotwist nine and ten, and the other 
was not quite a year old, lacking two mouths. 

Question. That was the one you had in jour arms when they Jerked it away 1 

Answer. Tes, sir. 

QimtUm. Bid the baby get hurt! 

Jnawer. Yea, sir; iu one of its hips. When it began to walk one of its hips was very 
had, and every timeyou would stand it up it would scream. But Irubbed it and rub- 
bed it, and it looks like it was outgrowing it now. 

Quesiioa, How soon did you see your husband f 

Ansieer. Only when I saw my children. He was whipped so bad he could not travel 
US Idid ; he staid at homo. When I got back there Mr. Chesnut, a white gentleman, 
had him there, and he and Mr. Chesnut were sitting there talking. 

Question. Did you see where he had been whipped T 

Attsiver. Yes, sirfhe could not sit up. 

Question. Where had ho been whipped, on what part of his body T 

Answer. All over it ; his legs were whipped mora thau anywhere else. They did not 
begin to whip me as they did him. Wheu I came Mr. Chesnut was there, and unfast- 
ening my frock, my daughter gave me some linen to put on, and Mr. Chesnut looked at 
me wiere I was whipped. I weot by Mr. Rohan Wall's and let him look at mc once. 
But they stand to it to-day, until yot, that that land is not mine ; they say it is Tiro's. 
Mr. Winn coaxed me and begged me to give it up before they wlupped me. 

Question. He wanted to make you give up the land T 

Answer. Tes, sir; they came there about three weeks before they whipped me to dis- 
possess me of the place. 

Question. Who came there before T 

A-Bsurer. George McCrea, and old Mr. Snllivan, and Davo Donley, and Sir. Hagan, and 
Jake Winn. Sir. Byrd Sullivan eame on Saturday. I spoke to them very rasli, and I 
■was sort of sorry I spoke to them iu that way, Mr. Hagan came back and wanted to 
give me some advice. He told me it was Judge Bnddington and Barney Crocker. I 
said I did not believe it, because they told mo that this was my land/ and not Tire's 
land. Tire was the first one who made out that he entered my land, I said, " I am 
going to die on this land." Hagan said, " Ton hotter give it up." Mrs. Lane sent lor 
me to come and wash for her one day in a week, to scour and wash, any day in the 
wetk I felt like it. They made me mad Saturday about driving me from my place, 
and I would not go to Mrs. Lane's the first of the week. I had to go through J^o 
Winn's yard to go to her house. My son was working there, aud I went iu and saw 
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Mrs. Winn and told her good mocning. She says, "Hannah, I thought you were 
gone." I said, " Gone where '" She said, " Off the place." I said, ''No, 1 am not 
going off the place ; didn't Captain Baddington tell me to stay heret I am not going; 
no law is goinp to move me from here except Tallaiiaasee law." I said, "What are they 
going to do to me, Mrs. Hagan V She said, " They aie going to whip you." I said, "I 
wish they would whip me," and then I went off. I told Mrs. Lane ahout it, and she 
said, " I have nothing to do with, it ; it is yiur land ; yon ought to have yonr land." 
She went and told Mr. Bytd Sullivaa. He pretended to be conrting of her then ; ahe 
told him what I had to say. That was on Wednesday. On Friday while I was eating 
my breakfast, 'with nobody there hut me and my little children, Byrd Snlliran came to 
my house with Jake Winn and Dave Donley and George McCrea. They went into the 
&AA and let down the fence ; the old man was gone to the hammock. Old Byrd SnJl- 
van came up to the house and said: " Annty, these people are devilish people; they are 
determined to pnt you off this Iwid. Now, pay good attention to what I say. When you 
get joar hand into a lion's mouth you pull it out just as easy as you can. Pay good at- 
teation to mo. I would like to see your i^ld man this morning, bat he is not at home. 
You can tell yonr old man to give it up, or in a month's time, or each a matter, they will 
oome here, and the lot will piuh him oat of doors and let you eat thia green grass." I 
began to cry, and he said, " Yon will stop this "ficving and crying ; tell your old man 
to keep on writing; I know what you paid for this land; you gave cotton for it." I said, 
"Yes; I gave cottoa enough to come to §150." He said, '' TeU your old man to keep on 
writing, and when ho gets the papers for his landlet him come to me and he will have 
his land back," I said, " Mr. Aihly, Mr. Eohan and Mr. Swindell told me not to give 
it up ; that if I lot anybody else come on the laud I could not get it back." 

Qaeation. How long had you been living there ?" 

Anev)^, Nearly three years. 

QuegiioB. How many crops had yon made t 

Amicer. Two crops. 

Question. And this crop would have been the third? 

Aiiawer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You spoke about some of them " wanting to do with you," as you ex- 
pressed it. 

Ansiaer. Yes, air. 

Question. What one was that ! 

Ansuier. George McOrea. 

Queition. Did you give way to him ! 

Ansuser. No, air ; George McCrea acted so bad, and I was stark naked. I teU you, 
men, he pulled my womb down so that sometimes now I can hardly walk. 

By Mr. Bavaed : 

Quolion, Who is George McCrea; where does he live? 

Jlnswer. His father and mother live in Stark Coxmty. 

Qveelion, In what county did this happen f 

Anmver. In Clay Connty, on old Number Eleven pond. 

Qaeslion. What connty does this George McCrea nimself live inT 

AiMwer. He stays in Clay Connty, bnt his father and mother live in Stark County. 

Qitotion. What does he foSlow for a living T 

Aa^wei: I do not know what he is following for a living now ; he was a deputy 
shetiff when he came and whipped me, 

CnMiion. Did you go with yonr hasband to the court-house when he made the com- 
plaint before the United States lawyer T 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was that T 

Anmeer. At WhitesviUe, 

Queefion. That is in Clay County ? 

An»mr. Yes, sir, 

Qnesiion. Do you know that lawyer's name ! 

Anrnver, There was nobody there but Mr. Kennedy. 

Question, Was there a court-honse in that town ! 

Anmeer, Yes, sir ; but it was tried through a magistrate's court ; that is all the court 
it has been tried through yet. 

Qaesiion. Didyou tell him what yon have saidtonsl 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

QutsJitw. Just exactly what you have told here about this man McCrea T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnegtion, Did they get out awrit for himi 

Answer. They got out a writ for him, and they served it ; but when thw served it it 
did not go like Xhad'said it when I came to court again ; there was a difference. Mr. 
Winn gave bond for every one of the men. 

QMtiiOH. How many did they get of them 1 
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Anewer. Tiioy had nil threp. 

Question. They had tiiem arrested and brought up T 

An»U!er. Yea, sir. 

QinaliOK. And made to give bonds f 

Aniwer. No, sir ; they did not give bonds at all. 

QaeatioH. Did Mr. Winn g^ve bonds J 

Atifwer. He did at home. When George McCrea did this act they took the sheriff's 
bnsiness away from him, and gave it t<i old Mr. Bytd Sollivan. Mr. Sullivan camo to 
Mr. Winn ; you know that he and Mr. Winu are great frienda. He did not take these 
men and carry thera away. 

Question. He took the bonds ont tlicre at Mr. Winn's 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaesUott. Do you know how much tho bonds were I 

Anavmr. Ho, sir. 

Queilion. Did you go to court again ? 

Answer. I liave not been at auy court. They tried their best to run me out of the 
State. I camo down about four weeks i^o to the spring, and I pat it out there at tho 
circuit court. Four days after I got homo they came for mo to corue down here. 

Qiuitian. Thej; had you there in the circuit court ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QuestioH. what did you. do there! 

Ansicer. I said that Henry Brassel choked me, and the old man said that he whipped 
me, and they said that was what east us. 

QiMSfiOR. Did you ma^e theae statements at the spring before the circuit courtt 

Ansmer. No, sir ; tho old man went there and made a statement. 

Qneaiion. What lawyer did you see there ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. You saw a lawyer there ? 

Answer. I did not go into the court-house. 

Qaesiion. Did you go into anybody's ofGco and give testimony t 

Jliwioer. Ho, sir. My old man went to the court-house and saw a lawyer, and ho put 
the names down ; and then I was summoned hero three weeks ago, and they bad a trial 

QueaUon. What did you do after you got here about that trial t 

Anamer. I told tho same testimony. 

Question. To whom did yon toUifci 

Answer. I cannot toll you ; there are so many people hero that I cannot tell them. 

Qntttion. Were tboy United States officials T 

Answei: I do not know who thoy were. 

Qae»Uon, Were they persons to whom you were directed to toll your story! 

Aniwer. Yes, air ; there was a gentleman who sent for me. 

Question. Was he a United States marshal f 

Answer. Yea, sir ; I think so. 

^fstimt. Was there any suit by this man who claimed your land ; did he ever go 
into court there against you ! 

Answer, Ho, sir. 

Qucslion. Yon never had a lawsuit about the land ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qae»lU>n. You said that at one time they fame to dispossess you. Was one of the 
people who came there then a sheriff of the county ? 

Aiuwer. I told you that Jeaao Hagan 

QuesUon. Did they read any paper to you t 

Ansieer. No, sir ; they did not read any paper at all. 

QueaUon. Thej[ came to tell yon that you had better give up the land? 

Answer. Yes, sir j they told me it was not my land ; Uiat it was another man's ; that 
la all; so tbey told me the night they whipped me. 

Question. When you say your land, yon mean you and your husband T 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Question. Yon gave your testimony hero about three weeks ago t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation. You do not know enough about conrta to know what was' done? 

Answer. Ho, sir ; it never baa been in court before. 

Question. Do yon know what has become of McCrea ! 

Amxcer. They say that ho and Dare Donley, and Jim Phillips, and John Hagan have 
run off. When they ■whipped me, Mr. Buddinrton told me to go back, but I was 
dubious about going back, for fear they would kul mo if I arrested them. I w 
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Swindell snd liis father, both together; they sairl they knew right smart that coald 
bother him. They came and I staid at home ; they came back on Saturday, and said 
that the old man was nearly dead, and that I had better go down to Green Cove 
Springs aa quick as I could, and that if I ever was going to do anything with it Ishonld 
put it in then ; when I got down there the old man eonld sit up a little in bed, and I 
told him to go to the court-honse. They said, the State's attorney was in the hath- 
ujg-honse, and if the old man would go soon, he would see him as he came out, and 
that if he would Land him his papers, that was the way he oonld get the case in court. 

Question. What is the najno of the State's attorney ! 

Ansmer. I do not know; I never saw him. 

Quesfton. The old man save him his papers T 

Aiisaier. Tea, sir; and he told them how hard they had boat him ; and he said they 
had no right to beat him about his own land. They told him to come up to the conrt- 
house after a while ; no man was there but Mr. Byrd Sullivan, and he said that he 
must not offend the citizens ; that thoy had come to make friends with us. All the 
time I ever heard from them they talked about if they ever saw me they would hurt 
me, and make me go out of the State j and if they could make me stjiy off the place 
for twelve months, then it was Dave Donley's land, and I would have to rolinquiah my 
claim. Now, I paid too much, and I have worked too much to lose it, I have 
about fifty or sixty aerea tending, and then I have all the hummock under fence. 

Quealicm. How much land was it you bought T 

An^teer. I bought 150 acres, I think. 

Qv^ation. How much land had jou, with this land that was claimed by them t 

Answer. They said they had a whole piece run off. Old Mr. Darley said, when ho 
looked at the titles that they had given the old man, and the certificate, and when he 
had looked at Tire's papers, he was the first mau who said he had entered my land ; 
Isaac Tire tried his even best before to put ns off the place, and we would not give up 
the place ; then be wanted to rent it to us, and I said I would not rent it from him. 
Mrs. Winn told mo not to give np the place, and that it was not Tiro's land : and she 
said, " Don't let Jakey," (that is her husband) " know what I tal! you." I said, " No, I 
will not ; " and I have never called her name about it before to-day, in all my talkinc, 
because the woman treated roe like a lady. She said, " Don't give up ffie place ; t^ 
Tire that you are going to die on the place, and' don't give it up." They worried mo 
for half a year; all the time I was planting my crop they worried me. Donley came 
and said that he was going to buy it, and I and my old man told bim not to buy it. 
By the Chairman ; 

Question. You said that one man choked you, and that the old man sajd that he 
whipped you t 

Amwer. Tes, sir. 

Quealitnt. Whom did you say that to f 

Atmcei: I said that before Mr. Kennedy, 

Questiiyn. What did they do T 

Answer. They put me in jail and said that I swore false ; they put me in jail about 
i o'clock Saturday evening, and I staid in Jail, I reckon, until about 2 o'clock, Sunday. 

QlKition. Where was tlSit t 

Answer. In WhitesvOle. 

Quetiion. What did they do with the old man I 

Answer. They put iiim in, tflo. 

Que^timi. What did they put yon in jail fort 

Answer. They said I swore false doctrine. 

Quention. Who had you put in jail ? 

Ansifer. Jake Winn had us put in jail, and, as far as I recollect, John SuUiviin was 
the roaa that pat us in there ; he was the high sheriff, 

Question. Who got yoii out of jail! 

Answer. Mr. Bennett paid me out, and he has my ox and cart now; I put it in pawn. 

Question. Did that man choke you ? 

Anewer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And did he whip you t 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

QiiestioH. He both choked and whipped you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have been asked who George MeCtea was, and you said something 
about his father and mother. Have they any property ? 

Amw>er. I could not tell you; I do not know anything about that. Whentheycame 
to my house to dispossess me of the laud, George McCrea and Barney McCrea told the 
old man he would never let the sheriff come there. 

Questimi. You have told us all you know about it ! 

Anstner. Yes, 8ir,andjust as straight aslcould tell it. I have told it straighter to- 
day than I did before, because when we had a trial here the other week they stopped 
me almost every word, aud I missed wmo I told here to-day. 
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Jacksonville, Florida, Noi'emler !0, 1871. 

E. W. CONE sworn and examiued. 
By the Chairman : 

QuatUm. Wliat is your age, wliere were yon born, uliei^o do you now live, and what 
is your occupation f 

Anmer. I will be thirty-five the lOtli tlay of nest month ; I was horn in Bullock 
County, Georria ; and 1 now live in Jaofcaonville ; I nm a carpenter hy trade. 

QtKstion. How long since you have heen living in Jaoksouville t . 

Awaer. Off and on since 1858. The last time I came here to live was on the 23th or 
the ^th of Jnne last. 

QaesiUm. Where had you heen living up to that time T 

AMiixr. In Baker County, Florida. 

Qu^ion. How long had you lived in Baker County 1 

Answer. From October, 1868, until I oame here. 

Qti£»lion. What reason had yon for coming here ! 

Atiewer. On the night of the 24th of June last, a uroivd of men- came into my house 
and took me out and gave lue a whipping. 

Question. How many men were there f 

Ansmer. From the noise they made when they entered the house, I supposed that 
some ten or a dozen came into the house ; they carried me out a piece from the house. 
and there some more came up to them, and when they went into the woods, another 
crowd gathered np there : I suppose there were some eighteen or twenty, or more. 

Question. What time of the niffht was it 1 

Annwer, It was half past 10 o'ciook ; when I got back to the house 1 asked my wife 
what time it was, and she said it was fl.ve minutes before 11. 

Question. Were those people disgaised ? 

AnuBer. They had on their common clothes, hut they had their faees smutted. 

QuesUim. Where were you when they came to your house T 

Answer. In my bed. 

Question. With your fiimilj 1 

Ansicer. Tea, sir. 

Qaestion. Give ub a narative of what occurred then. 

Answer. I went to bed as usual that night, and in the night the hammering on the 
door woke me up ; I LoUered out, " Who^ that t" and raised up in my bed at the same 
time ; as I raised up, the door came open ; these men came in, and when they cot iuto 
the front room they strack a match, which showed them wliere the door of the bed- 
room was : they commenced beating on the door ; I do not know with what, and they 
knocked it in ; two men walked in side by side ; one had a club in his hand ; when he 
got in reach of me, he struck me lengthwise across my head with the clnb ; the lick 
was not hard enouph to knock me down, bnt I knew they would strike me again, and 
I fell, 80 that I could see who they were that came in. As I fell, they struck my wife 
with the clnb, nnd ^e fell across me ; some more came in, I could not tell who they 
were. After they knocked my wife down, I said, " For God's saki^ let my wife alone j 
she.is not in a Ak to be abased ; take me, but let hor alone." They took hold of mo 
and pnlled me to the, door. I bad on a lonj; night-shirt, and when uiey got me to the 
door they turned it over my head, and twisted it np around my head and arms. One 
took me by the shirt, nnd another by the legs and arms, and so they pulled me along ; 
my wife st-arted to come after me, and one man turned around and told her that if she 
came ont and made any disturbance ho would blow her damned brains out. Shs 
Stopped at that ; she knew the man who made the threat. 

QuesUon. Who was he t 

Aiiawer. William Tyson : they carried me ont a piece, and laid me across a log ; one 
hold of each arm, one hold of my head, f|^d one hold oi^ my feet ; then aaother took 
what I supposed to be a leather strap, and coinmenced whipping me. 

Qaealion. Was it such a strap as they used to whip negroes with 1 

Answer. I did not see it, and I do not kuow positively what it was ; but afterwards 
there were two marks on my side that looked liKe the print of a buckle, and I thought 
it was a stirrup-leatherthat they took off one of their saddles. They told me that. I was 
a witness in the United States court last winter against a white man, and in :^vor of 
negroes voting. I said I was not in evidence in any casein court, bnC that Iwason the 
jury. They said that the jury was as bad or worse than being in evidence, beoanse the 
jury took negro evidence right straight along in the whole court in preference to white 
men's evidence. From that they commenced beating me, and beat me a good while. 
They then asked if I had a negro girl staying with me. I said that my wiie had sent 
and got one to stay with her while she was 6ick,hntthat she was not tnere then. They 
ask^ if I did not keep her, and Isaid no. They gave me ten licks more and then 
stopped whipping me. They asked me if 1 knew them, and I said that if they would 
take my shirt from over my head, I would probably know some of them. They asked 
ma if I would prosecute them, and I said "I reckon not." Tbey asked me if I knew 
5b 
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my way home, nod I saiil I did not. The man who had hold of my head then led me off 
eight or tea stops, took mjr shirt dowu from over my head, took me by the shonlder 
and tumeil me towards the house, and said that if I looked back he would kill me, and 
that if I comiQeucod to prosecute thom I would be killed. I intended to prosecute them ; 
so I sold out my little place for what I could get, and came down here ; I then reported 
to the marshal, and he told me to make my complaint to the commlBsioner, and I did 
so. The next week they arrested four of them. There were five that I did not know. 

Question. How many blows did they strike you in all ! 
Answer. I cannot tell how many, 

Qamlioa^ Have you any idea whether there were fifty or a hundred, or more? 

Answer. I cannot tell how many; they must have struok uie a hundred; from my 
thighs to the back of my neck blood was drawn from the skin all over. 

^ttestion. How many different persons struck you 1 

Anewef. I think there was but one who did the whipping. 

Question. Do yoo know who it was ! 

Amioer. He spoke three times while he was whipping me, and from his voice I took 
him to be Jim Rich. ' 

Question. Who struck yon the first blow in your chamber 1 

Anm>er. Jamea I. Johnson and Ilenry Swett came into my house. 

QaeitUm. Who struck jour wife? 

Answer. Johnson had the club in his hand. 

QueHUm. Had you children f 

AmKei: Yes, sir. 

Qu«sfian. Howmanyf 

Anstrer. Three. 

Qaeition. Where were tliey I 

Aaswei: There in the room. 

Question. How old is your oldest child ! 

AttsiDer. About eight or nine years old. 

QueatioH. And the youngestf 

Answer. It was about a year and a half old at tliat time, 

Qaestioa. I infer from your language that your wife was pregnant at that time? 

Aneaier. She was. 

Queslioti. How for advanced in pregnancy was she f 

Answer. She was conliaed ou the 8th of August, s ' ' 

Qaestioa. I understand that you had been a juroi 
States court! 

Answer. 1 had. 

Question. Grander petit jurorf 

Answer: 1 was on the petit jury of the district court. 

Question. How,loug preTious to this occurrence ! 

Anmcer. The court was in session December and January, and this was in June 
afterwards. 

Question, What are your political associations 1 

Anguier. I am a republican. 

Question. So far as you know their politics, what were the men engaged in this mal- 
treatment of you 1 

Answer. They were democrats, all of them, that I know. 

Question. Did yon ever afterwards go to the place where they whipped you and find 
it or recognize it? 

Answer. 1 did not. 

Question. Wasitfcnowninthat community tiatjou had beenmistreatcd in this way? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qtiestion. How did the people speak of it ? 

Ansuier. I did not speak with but one or two of them about it ; they seemed to hate 
it ; they said they bad no idea that any one had anything against me. 

Question. Where did these people that you recognized live f 

An»wer. Johnson and Swett live within about two and a half miles of my house; 
Rich and Tyson live about twelve miles off. 

Question. You said that yon intended to prosecute them ; bavo you dono so ? 

Ansieer. I got out a warrant, and there were four of them arrested. One of the party 
ivm not been arrested yet. 

Question. Where did you get your warrant? 

Answer. In the United States court. 

Question. Why did yon not prosecute them in the State court ! 

Answer. I had seen an advertisement of the Ku-Klux biU of Congress, and I thought 
[ would be nearer getting justice in the United States eonrt. 

Quialimt. Why could you not get justice before the State cf — ^ ' 



db,Google 



FLORIDA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 67 

anylifidy get justice in tlie State courts against them ; they always Lring np cTidence 
to cleat tEemselves. 

QjKitioii. Do you understand that they awear for eacli other ! 

jiwtuw. Tea, sir. 

Qu^tion, What is your knowledge, or reliable information, of the extent and strength 
of this Kn-Elns oreanization in Baker County? 

Anewer. I do not Know anything of the Klan whatever, only from their talk ; almost 
every one yon talk with out there in in favor of it. I do not know who belongs to it, 
or who do not, bat they nearly all are in favor of it. 

Qimtion. And they telk openly and publicly in favor of it I 

Ajmner. I do not know that they would to a stranger, 

QnesUon. I meaa in talking with each, other there ui the county? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they talk with one another about such and such aman ought to 
be so and so; they call them regulators out there They say that such and such a 
man should be regulated — sometmug in that way ; that is abontall I have heard them 
Bay. 

Question. Have yon heard of other eases of mistreatment! 

Answer. There were two other parties visited some five or sis weeks before I was ; it 
might have been a little longer, or not quite so long; I do not recollect what time it 
was. They were a man of the name of Smith, and a man of the name of Griffls. I 
never talked with either of them about it ; but I understand that Griffis denied liaving 
been whipped, but Smith acknowledged that he was whipped. 

Qaegiion. Why were they whipped? 

Aitsiner. I think they accused Smith of stealing ; I think that was the excuse ; I do 
not know certainly. 

Qa^titm. How in the case of Griffls T 

Answer. I did not hear any complaint against him. 

Question. Did they allege anything against you, except your attendance here as a 

Ansiver. No, sir ; except about the negro girl being there ; they flouted to know if I 
kept her. 

Qaestiott. The one you had at your houSe as a servant ! 

Anaicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say none of these people have over been punished by tin; I:iw for any 
of their misdeeds, so far as yuu know ? 

J.nev>er. No, sir. 

By Mr. Lansing : 

Question. You say they complained of your attending hero as a juror! 

Ansmer. They complaiaed of my being in evidence. 

Qae&tUm. As a witness! 

Ansaier. Yes, sir, against a white man and in favor of negroes voting ; that was their 
charge. I said I was not in evid^ence in any case in court, but that I was on tho jury. 
They said the jury, if anything, was worse than being a witness. 

Question, It was not for any particular verdict you had aided in finding, but that yon 
had attended as a juror? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QiiestUm. You spoke of having heard them say that mich and such a man ought to be 
regulated. Have you heard theni give any reasoQS why men should be regulated t 

Answer. Some of them would miss something, and look upon such a man as being the 
man who stole it, or something of that kind, the same as they did with Smith. A great 
many such people live there, people who woald rather steal than work. 

Question. Did you ever hear given as a reason why anybody should be regulated— 
their political aentimenta ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard them say anything about polities. 

QaesHim. Have you ever supposed that tbey sometimes manufactured these charges 
against persons for the purpose of having an excuse to raid ujron them for political 

Anmeer. 1 have. 

QuMion. Do you think that is common ! 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Do yon know Smith ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I am not intimate with him, but I know him when 1 see him. 

Queaiion. What do yon think about the truthfulness of the chai^ they made against 
him? 

Anevier. I never have followed it np to know whether he would do such a thing or 
not ; I never lived close enough to him to find out. His brother worked for me, and I 
know him to be a wording man. I do not see the necessity of his stealing, unless it is 
like some others who have it grown up in them. 

Questitnt. Have you voted regularly? 



db,Google 



68 CONDITION OP APFAIES IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Anmi'er. I have not voteft since the governor's election. 

Question. When was that t 

Anmer. In 1S68. 

Question. Why have you not voted! 

Aneicei: I was out of Baker County at the last election when they were voting for 
assemhlyinen and lientenfint governor ; I was onttiug cross-tius at the time. I could 
lave gone oud voted; all my Bands went. 

Qaeetion. At your elections have republicans been interfered with and diBtnrhed iu 
their voting t 

Atiaicer. Not where I have been. At the governor's election iu ISfiB, in Putnam 
County, I was'one of the registrars. 

QaesUoa. How is the vote in Baker County ! 

AnsKer. It is about three-fourUiB white, and is demi>cratio. 

Qiteetion. What ia the proportion between the black and white population there t 

Aiisirer. I do not know the eicact proportion, but there is a great deal of difference ; 
the whites are the most. 

Quesfioif. How are the negroes in their political sentiments ! 

Answer. Some few of them go with the demoerata. 

Queetioit. Are there any uorthern men in yonr county ! 

Answer. No, sir. 

Queilioa. Which generally baa the majority at elections there, the democrats or 'the 
ropublieana! 

Anmter: The demoerata there. 

Qiiesiion. How large a majority T 

AnstEcr., They generally have about two-thirds majority in that neighborhood. 

^eslfoH. Have any of your colored people been disturbed in the exercise of their right 

Ansaer. Koue, that I know of. 

Qtieatlon. Have any of them been whipped'that you know of, or have heard ofT 

Angaci: No, sir. One of these parties, Johnson, that I had arrested, I never believed 
belonged to the Ku-Klux Klan. I think be was duped into it that night. Heisamau 
who loves to drink, and I think that Irom being with others and diinkiug be was 
duped into it that night. 

Qaesiioa. For that particular occasion T 

Antler. Yes, sir. He has been here to see me since then. He was here two or three 
■n-eeks ago, und wonted to know if he could be released if he would furnish evidence 
to convict several more men. I went with hito to see Colonel Bisbee, the United 
States district attorney. Ho gave him to understand that if he would furnish evidence 
to couvict several others he would probably release him, but he wonld wait and see 
what the evidence would be. His father told me— Jim Johnson wonld not talk to me 
much — tbat he was afraid to tell me, for if it gut ont there that he had, he could not 
live there until court. His father SMd th"at If they wonld take him as evidence hk 
brother-in-law would be one, and that he was one of the Klan. In the GrifGs case he 
refuseA to go, and they diahanded him. That is what Johnson's father told me. Ho 
■ said that if we got his brother-in-law, Mott, to come, he would swear to every man 
that belonged to the band. The marshal *old me I had better tell yon aU these 
names that yon might send for them. William Johnson saw the men riding backwards 
and forwards that same afternoon that I was taken out of the house, and John Maun 
was one of them. 

Qaestion. Had yon any quacrel with these parties yon had arrested ! 

Avawti: Ko, sir, 

Quesliou. There was no ill feeling between ySu ! 

Ansiccr. No, sir; Johnson and his father both nsed to visit my house frequently ; his 
father never missed over throe days at a time op to the last election. Up there in 
Baker County there was no clerk until a few days before the election, when there waa 
a clerk appointed, and he aent deputies all over the county to raster. A man by the 
name of Gurganis, a wealthy and influential man, came to my house on the Fiiday be- 
fore the election on Tuesday. I was making preparations to build before election. He 
said that he proposed to register me, and wanted me to appoint a precinct at Mc- 
Ijcvy's still. I told him that I did not know that I wotdd register, I said to bini, " I 
have sis negroes at work out hero about one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards, 
will you go and register them t" He said, " No ; I will not get on my horse and ride 
^ver the country to register negroes." I said, "One of their \-'— ' -■- " 



We stopped talking about the registering business, except he said, " Are you going to 
registei'f" I said to him, " Are you gomg to register the negroesf Hesaid," ' 
am not." I said, " Will you w^t until they eome here f ' He said, " They can re 
at Sanderson." I said that they would every one go down there that aftemooi 
register. He went out and registered the hands I bad ; but from that day unt 
day I left neither one of the Johnsons called to see me, except that the old man 
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QutsHofi. What are the politics of the Johnsons 1 

Atimter. I have understood that they voted the democratic ticket at the last election. 
Old lana Johnson was at work for me at the time digging a well, and a negro that I 
llad hired was working there with him. After I wont Saok where my other hands 
■were at work, he told the negro that I did not treat Gurganis right. I have told you 
about all that passed between us. 

(^ealion. Did he give any reason why you bad not treated him right ? 

Jjisicer. No, sir ; hut 1 suppose it was because I talked so plainly to him. 
QueaiUm. Because you told him that a negro's vote was worth as much as yours ! 

Anaiver. Tea, sir; Isr 



By Mr. Batakd ; 

QueatUiH. Did you tell him anything more than that 

Aasiver. That is all I recollect telling bini. 

QueeHon. How many men came to your house! 

Aasuier. I could not tell how many came there. There were some four or Ave in the 
room. As I got to the door where they turned my shirt up over my head, some more 
gathered up around them there. 

Qneetiim. Did you say that all the men were disguised 1 

Aneicer. I saw two only that I recognized as they came into ray room ; they had 
Bmnt on their faces. 

Question. Who was the man that assaulted you and your wife t 

Artmcer. Johnson was the man who had the club ia his hand and who struck mo. 

Question. He is a man who drinks a great deal t 

Anavier. Tes, sir. 

QueatUm. Tou say you helieve he was induced to join that crowd hecaase of his dis- 
Bipated habits t 

AaaiDer. I do not think that he has ever joined it, only for that one evening. 

Qaestioit. They put him forward to inflict the injury t 

Anainer. Yes, Ar. 

Question. What is his occupation f 

Answer. Ho is a small former aod works first for one mau and then another. 

Queetion. He is a laboring loan f 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of any character J 

Answer. I cannot say much as to his character. For the £rat year and a bfblf I staid 
there I liked him very well ; I had nothing against Mm. 

Question. He was working where ho could T 

Answer, Yea, sir ; ho worked for me, and so did Swett and Rich work for me. 

Question. You think Johnson whipped joa after they got you out I 

Answer. Mo, sir ; I think Effih was the mau who whipped mo. 

QuesUcra. Yon say he had worked for you also 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; about two weeks last October. 

Question. Does he labor now I 

Anewer. So, sir ; he farms altogether. 

Question, What work did you put him at 1 

Answer. Cutting croas-ties. His iatber first spoke to me about it, and told mo that 
his son was going to get married and wantiid some clothes, and asked me if I could 
give him worn enough to get some clothes. I said, "Yes; tell him to come on;" and he 
worked for me, 

Qae^Um. How many men did you cause to be arrested t 

Answer. There were four arrested. 

Question. Did you recognize thomt 

Answer. I recognized two, and I swore to Kich's voice; my wife recognized the 
others. 

QneetMn, You came here and made complaint to the marshal ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' 

Question And then you gave your testimony before the commissioner under oath t 

Ansii'sr. Yes, sir. 

Question. The same testimony jou have given us! 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

QuestUm. And a warraat was issued to the marshal and he arrested tlicso men t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had he any difB.culty about it t 

Jinswer. No, sir ; 1 do not know where fiieh and Tyson live ; I know the neighbor- 
hood, but do not know the house they live in. As luck would have it, a few days after- 
ward, as I was walking down town here, I saw them, and I got the marshal to arreut 
them here. 

Question. Wore they committed to prison 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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QiKsiwn And BubsequeDtly tiailcd ? 

Aiiawer \es /dr. 

Qu^shim And one of them has been to him to arrange ahont taming State's evl- 
dencel 

AAtwer Tea sir. 

Question Hih name is Johnson T 

Anaaer Yes, sir. 

Queslton He proposes to inform on the othera if he can he aequitted! 

Answer He n ill not acknowledge that he ia guilty, bnt he agrees to fumish evidence 
dgainst the other parties. Ho is afraid to talk, and I do not blame him, for I know 
that if ho was to tell anything and it ehonld get out there he would not lire until 
court. I think if lie washronght before jou or oefore the court he would tell a. great 
deal more than he trould tell me, for he is afraid to talk to me. His father said a great 
deal more about what his sou would tell if he was put on the stand than his son ever 

Qseslwn. The United States attorney was willing to agree that if he should procure 
testimony to convict the rest, he himself should noi be mdlested? 

Answei: He did not tell him in plain words that he would release him, but he said 
that he would see what conld be done. 

Question. Did he intimate to him that that would he the result ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. You say the purpose for which this regulating is gotten up is to put down 
thieving and such like over the country t 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I think that was one purpose. 

Qaeatmt. When a man is reputed to be a tbiof, and the pe«plo all around him lose 
^3, and lay the thieving to him, yon say they remark that such a inau should be 



AnsKer, Yes, sir. 

QueatUin. Wbieb means tliat the people should punish him without resort to law, by 
whipping liimf 

Answer. Yes, sir. I was notified by the Ku-Klux, or I suppose it to be a Ku-K1uk 
notice, wben I was in Palatka. I was the only man in the county who took an inters 
est in the election and electioneered for the repnbhcan ticket ; I was the only man 
there that contd take tlie oath. 

Question. Yon mean the iron-clad oath 1 

Awsuier. Yea, sir. A great many voted the republic; 
acknowledge it, or do anything for the ticket. It was „ =, „ 

tion that I got up cme morning and found apiece of paper lying just inside of my gate, 
informing rue that if I remained there I was in danger. I went to the store and tliere 
was a negro man standing on the store steps with » gun in his hand. There was a 
great big notice on tlie store that they wouldgive me twenty-four hours to leave town. 

Quation. On your store I 

Answer. Yea, sir. It was signed K. K. K., and made up of little words cut out of 
papers jnst where they could hnd the word they wanted, and not in writing. After I 
got to my present place of residence I received a notice to leave in ten days ; that was 
Jour or five months after I got there. I prepared myself, and did not keep it a secret 
either that I was ready for tbem. They did not boLhec me until they came on me the 
night I have spoken of. 

Question. I understood yon to say that yon knew of no other cases than those you 
have mentioned, of the man Smith being whipped, and the man GhfBs, who was said 
to have been whipped but denied itt 

Answer. Yea, sir ; that is all I know of. There was a little boy there, about eighteen 
or twenty years old, named Barber. The report Bays that they went there tie night 
they came to my house, hut he was not there. 

Question. Yon only heard that rumor ? 

ynswei'. Yes, sir ; that was all. This Barber was at Griffls's when they went there. 

Question. Did they assault bim wben they went to Griffia's placet 

Answer. He got out of the way and hid. 

Question, What was the charge against Griffis? 

Answer. 1 do not know. 

Qaestion. Yon say the charge against Smit 

Answer. Yea, sir. This boy Barber told i 
who went to Griffls's place. 

Qaestion. Were they the same persons who came to your place J 

Answer. He would not tell who they were. 

Qa^tion. You were on the United States jury hero? 

Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

Qne$iioa. How was it composed? 

Anewer. I think that part of the time there were five colored men and seven white 



I, and sometimes half and half. 
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QuesllOtt. It was a mijed jnly T 

dimcer. Yos, sir. 

Question. Are the jaciea here selected hy the marsJial ! 

Anaver. They were selected laat year by the mnrshal aod clerk of the court, who 
selected such menas they thought could take the juror'a oath. 

Que^ioH. You saw those jurors? 

Annpef. Yea, sir. 

Question. Were there any of them democrats t 

Ansnter. Ido not kuow the politics of any of them; nearly nil were Btrangera tome; 
1 knew two or three colored men, and I used (o know Dr. Goixlon. 

Question. Do you remember the Jaror'e oath that you refer to 1 

Ansarer. I do not recollect the words of it; the substance is that the person taking it 
has taken no part in the rebellion. 

Queslion. That he has aided or assisted nobody, directly or indirectly, in any way 
engaged in the rebellion f 

Aiawsr. I think that is it. 

Qaeilion. And all those men were able to take the oath ! 

Anmner. When they went on a case the United States attorney would ask them if 
they eoald take the oath, and if any of them could not take it they would step one 
Hide, and others would take their places. 

^lotitnt. They excluded all who could not take the oath t 

Antwer. Yes, sir. 

Queition. Where were you living during the war ! 

Answer. The first year of the war, in IStil, I was living ii 
think, I went to Baker County, to Sanderson, eight miles from ivucic j n' 
aud took charge of a place there for a mau or tbe name of Brown, who w 
that time for his political sentiments. He came here and got me to take charge of the 
place ; I staid there during 1861 ; then the confederate congress passed a conscript law 
to take all between eighteen and thirty-five years of age, and that included me ; I then 
went to a commissary depot, and got a contract to grind meal and flour for the govern- 
ment ; I had a little steam-miU, and that kept me out of the service. 

Qn^tion. Yon were in that way in the employ of the Confederate States ? 

Antmer. I kept out of the service in that way. 

Question. Yon kept out of military service t 

Ansixer. Yes, sir. 

Question. At the same time you did grind food for the supply of their armies f 

Anmoer. Yes, sir. 

Q\KStio>t. Yon were paid for that by them? 

Autmer. I took toll, the same as I did from neighbors. 

Quealiim. Yon took toll from tho Confederate States government for the grain you 
ground for their troops ! 

Ansteer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you not think that you were in that way rendering aeaistance to sup- 
port their armies ? 

Ansjcer, No, sir, I did not think so; I did that to save myself irom going into the 
service. 

Question. I speak of the fa«t merely ; I do not mean to question your motives, for 
every man, in my opinion, has a right to follow his conscience, and ho is bound to do 
it if he is a good man. I am only speaking of the fact that you avoided military 
duty by performing this other duty ; is that so t 

Ansmer. I ica^ss it may have been assistance to them." 

QuestUm. Ton assisted them in that way ; instead of going into the army of the con- 
ffederate governmeut jou went into their employment in another way, grinding grain 
to supply their troops ; is not that the fact ? 

Anemer. I did not voluntarily assist them. 

Questitnt. Does the oath contain the word "voluntary?" 

Answer. I think it does. 

QueaKon. Do yon not know that it does not f 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that. 

Qvestion. I will not press you upon that point. 

A^gmer. I staid there in 1862 ; m tbe latter part of 1862 they passed another conscript 
act that inclnded me again, and then I took an agency on the railroad from the presi- 
dent of the railroad, and there I staid until 1664, when Generjl Seymour made his 
raid ; when his troops fell back, I remained at Baldwin : when he was ready to go 
away, he asked me if I wanted to go, and I said no ; that I was exempt from seridce 
according to the act of tbe confederate congress ; he did not press me to go, but placed 
a guard around my house until he fell back ; the nest day after he fell back the con- 
federate troops came around, and kept me under arrest for a while, and they then con- 
scripted me, and asked me where I would go ; I said that I would go to Virginia, and 
1 went there and staid there just four weeks. 
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QuesHoH. Yoa went into the army as a conscript T 

Annoer. Yes, sir ; hat not in the lines. 

Quf$Uoi>. Yon did not go into a battle aoywhereT 

Jnsmer. No, sir ; X did not go into the lines at all ; I volnnteered to go on picket 
once, intending to go iicross to the otter side, bnt I did not get acrossonaecouut of the 
vidottes shooting so ; the second time that I went on picket I walked riglit across. 

Questimi. Where did joa go then? 

Ati»wer. I remoiiled in the North nntil the close of the war. 

Question. When you went on picket joa went arioed ! 

Angwer. Yes, sir. 

QuesUtm. And when yon got a chance yon slipped over the liuel 

Answer. Yes, air. 

QimaUon,. Did you take any oath, duxiag tlie war, at all in regard to your duty to the 
Confederate States? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qaestion. Ton avoided that by the means you liave mentioned T 

Attsiner. Yes, air. 

By the Chaihmak : 

Queatimt. At what time- was it that you received this notice in Palatkat 

Aimm: I forget the exact date now; Ithiukthaeieetion was some time in May, IBGS, 
hut I foi^t the exact date. 

Qu^atU/n. At what time was the notice served on you after you went into Baker 
County t 

Answer. That was some five or sis months after I went there, and I went there in 
October. 

Question. Waa that n6tice aigued K. K. K.! 

Ansvier. It was not aigued at all. 

Question. I understand that the first time they conscripted you jou kept out of the 

Anatcer. They did not conscript me at all ; as soon as the act waa passed that made 
me liable to conscription, I weut to work to keep out of it. 

Question. So it was you never rendered any military service! 

Ansuier. Yes, sir. 

Question. You kept ont of the army altogether? 

Juffluer. I did ; I was with the army some three or four weeks in Virginia, but I per- 
fotraed no military duty ; I remained with the wagons all the time. 

QtieetloH. And you took the first opportunity you could to get through th* lines and 
break away ! 

Answer. I did. 

ByMr. B.VYAM>-. 

Question. You aay you were ont with the wagons ! 

Ansiner. Yea, sir. 

Question. Were yoii a teamster? 

Answer. No, sir. A captain and a major asked me to post tbcir books ; that waa ail 
I did ; I did some writing for them. 

QaestUm. In the commissary department ? 

Answer. No, sir; I made out a pay-roll for them; that was the moat I did; I copied 
it off for them. 

Qa^tton. You copied the payrolls for them ? 

Answer. I jnat made them out for them. 

Qtu^tlon. What elae did you do ? 

Amwer. I made out the pay-rolls and copied tbem on their books. 

Question. How often did you do that ? 

Answer. Only once. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. I understand you to say that this was involuntary and against your will, 
and because you could not help it t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 



Jacksonville, Flojiida, Noeemher 10, 1871. 
FLORIDA E. CONE sworn and examined. 

By the Crairuan : 
Question. What is your age, where were you bom, and where do you now reside t 
Answer. I was twenty-seven years old last May— the asth of May ; I waa born in Da 
tien, Mcintosh County, Georgia, and I now reside in Jacksonville. 
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QumtioN. Ate jaa. tlie wife of Mr. E. W. Couo ! 

Anewer, Yes, sir. 

■QaesHon. He has told ueiu regard to a company of mea who went to'your house aud 
oomiuitted certain acts of violence in the early part of iast summer; Iwiahyou would 
^ve QB an account of the transaction, so far as you saw it. 

Anawer. Well, sir, it was between 10 and 11 o'clock at niglit ; we had gone to bed 
and were aaleep. The noise woke me up, and the first I knew there was a crowd of 
men in there. Thty knocked me down, gave me a kick on my head and one on my 
Bhonlder, and pulled my hair and tore it a great deal. Mr. Cone was becgiug theni tu 
let me alone, bnt they would not do it~ butkept kuookiug me. Tliey took me by both 
hands — I was then on my knees — and dragged me, I guess, a great deal further than the 
length of this table — dragged me by both hands. Tneve were three or four who had 
hold of me, and they draj^jed me to the room door, and then let me loose and took hold 
of him. He had his night-shirt on, and they took that and turned it up over bis head, 
and then carried him into the woods. That was the last I saw of him, until thej 
turned him loose and he got back to the house. Aft^t they had let me loikts and had 
taken him to the door and started off with him, one of them turned aronud and 
came back, and told mo that if I followed them he would blow my damned brains out. 
I happened to know him. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Aaa^oer. William Tyson. 

Question. Where does he live? 

Amtcer. I think he lived down on New Eiver, about twelve or fifteen miles from 
where we were living. I knew the one who had hold of me and dragging me; he lives 
about sevea or eight miles from where we lived. 

Qu«9eion. What was his name f 

Jl?i8i«er. Kindred Griffis. They have never got hold of him yet ; they have had the 
ethers np. 

Question. How long was your husband away from the house before he returned f 

Answer. I do not know esactly how long it was ; I guess a half or threo-quaiters of 

QaesHon. Did you hear anything whUe he was gone 1 

Answer. I heilTd something hke bushes cracking, like somebody stepping on bnshes, 
and heard pistols fired off. I supposed it was a signal, or something, tor them to gather 
together alter they got through with him. 

QnesUtnt. Did you ever go to the place where he had been whipped ! 

Answer. No, sir ; I have not. 

Question. How lone did you afterward reuain in that place ? 

Answer. We left l£ere on Wednesday morning, after the Saturday night that Ihey 
came there. 

Question. In what condition was your husband's person after he had been whipped 1 

Answer. Well, sir, his back was all raw ; the skin was cot in bnt one or two places, 
but it was bruised from one end to the other ; it was a perfect sight. 

QumtU>n. Could you form any idea of the number of blows he must have received ? 

Answq^. No, sir; his back was striped just as thick with stripes as it could be, forty 
ot fifty, if not more. He was just covered, from his shoulders down, with stripes. One 
or two places on his side were cnt with a buckle. I think it was a stirrup-leather they 
whipped him with. 

Qae^iion. How long before he recovered from the effects of it T 

Answer. I do uot know esactly how long ; there were some signs of it three or 
four weeks afterward. 

Qiieslion. Did yon yourself suffer any inconvenience from their treatment T 

Answer. It did not aotnally lay me np in bod, but I was disabled to do my Work aa 
well as I ought to have done it. They dragged me about there, skinned me up a great 
deal, and made mo pretty sore. The lick they gave me on the shoulder hurt me a great 

Question. Were you in your night-dress T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. . Where were yonr little children f 

Answer. They were there. 

Question. Were they in bed with yont 

Answer. Some of them were with me and some were with him. It was very warm 
that night; they were scattered pretty well about; it was awfully warm that 
mght. He had some of the children in bed with him, and I had some with mo. TUoy 
were all up at the time. I suppose the noiseand my screaming together woke thomnp. 

QnesHan. Was any effort made to present them fifom screaming? 

Amwer. No, sir. After they got him to the door they gathered him up and carried 
him off, and did not bother me any more. 

Question. Had ^ou any neighbors? 
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Queslion. Howfei offflid tliey livef 

Amnrir, The nearest was abont a qnarter of a. mile. 

Qofslwtt. l>id not jonr soreams arouso the neighhorhood 1 

Aasver. Tliey heanl thoni. I BUpposo they were afraid to come see, or they might 
have beon iu tovor of tliis KJan. 

QueitUm. Ko one came tc) your relief J 

Jn^iirer. So, air. 

^ealUni. Did the neigSjborR tiiow anything about the treatment of your hnaband 7 

Anewei: He showed hie batJi to my father and oue or two other neighbors. 

Oiiesiiim. Did the parties espreas any sympathy with him T 

Answer. Yes, sir; they seemed to be pretty soiry about it, butldonotknowwhether 
they were or not. 

Qnc»lion. How far do yon live from your father's place ! 

Anatner. Bomething less than a half a mile ; I do not tMnkit wasquite ahalf amile, 
I went up next morning and showed him the bruises on me, and Mr. Cone showed him 
his hack. They gave Mr, Cone one lick on the forehead. 

QaesSoit. Did they break the skin? 

Angwer. No, sir ; only turned it black and blue. 

Qaeition. Did you know the man who struck you t 

Attsieer. 1 knew one of tbem ; this man GrifBs etcnck me and had hold of me. He 
■was one who helped to drag me to the door. 

QaeaUon. Why did yon not bring a prosecution against these people for treating you 
in that way t 

Aiisicer. I thought they ought to be pnnishod- 

Queation. Why did you not sue them in that county ! 

Jliiaww. I do not know ; that was with Mr. Cone, I suppose ; I suppose ho thought it 
was best to do it here. 

Quealitya. Had you been molested or mistreated, or had any unkindness been shown 
to yon by any of your neighbors before that night ! 

Anmmr. No ; 1 do not think they had mistreated ns in any way. They were all very 
Iriendly to na whenever we met them or passed them at any time. 

Question. Have you any idea why they treated you in that way that night ? 

Anstner. No, sir; I snppose my husband told you ; I do not know what it was. 

Queitioti. They gave no reason while in the house for their treatment J 

Answer. Thev did not apeak in the house at all to me. After they got ont of doora 
this ffellow told me if- 1 attempted to come after Mr. Cone he would blow my damned 
brains out. I did not go any further. I juat atood in the door and screamed. I oonld 
not do anything for him. I cooid not leave my children by themselves ; the fellow had 
bis pistol in his band. 

QuesiiOK. Were they all annedT 

Anewei: I do not know whether they were or not. I think some were. 
By Mr. Bayasd : 

QuesUoa. How many were there of thorn t 

Ansicer. I do not know how many. I think, from the looks of the crowd in the 
house, ttiat there were some seven or eight there, and then there were a great many 
outside. 

QtteatUm. Did all of them have their faces smutted ? 

Aneteer. I do uot know whether they did or not ; the two that I knew did. One of 
them Traa very dark, ^most as black as a colored person, any way. You oould hardly 
tell whether it was smut or the natnrrf color ; that is, a peraon who did not know hira ; 
1 do not think they were di^uised in any way, 

Qaestion. This was last June ! 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; on the 34th of June. They are a crnel set of people there. 

QuesUon. These men have been arrested f 

Aneattr. All but one ; Mr. GrifSa they have not got yet. 

QaeeUon. Have th^ been Ijrought down hero to Jacksonville f 

Atisicer. Yes, sir ; four of them, 

QuestUm, Were they put in prison hero 1 

Anavter. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have they been discharged ou bail t 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think under bonds to appear at court, 

QaeBHoa. Has the grand jury boea in session since you came here ? 

Jljiswer. I do not know. 

Queatwn. You are waiting here to go before it t 

Ansvter. I suppose we will be brought before it. 

QaeatUm. Yon have made this same statement before the United States 
have you not f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QuesUon. The same statement you are making now ? 
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Anetver. Yes, air. 

Qtteiiion. How long ago did you &o tliatt 

Antwei: We came dowu here on the Wednesday afterward, and on Friday two of 
them liappened to come into town and we saw them, and Mr. Cone bad them ajrested, 
and on Saturday they were tried. On the next Monday there were two more arrestoa. 
I do not know exactly what day of the month it was ; we came in on a, Wednesday. 
They are a mighty cruel set of people to treat anybody as they did me and Mr. Cone 
for nothing. 

Question. What kind of men are those that yon recognized ; what position do they 
hold in society f 

AnsuKT. Wdl, the whole oounty there is not much; the people out there are not 
any very great people, sort of low-down characters. 

Question. Are these men of that character ! 

Axsieer. Pretty much all of them. 

QuesHon. Were any of them diiDking men that you knew ? 

Anejiier. I do not know of any that ^ank bat one. 

Quealion. Who was that I 

Antwer. Mr. Swett. 

Owsttot. What did he do for a living J 

Anaeei: Anything he could get to do. 

Qaeeiion. Just worked ahoat T 

Attewer. Yes,8ir; most of them did that way.' Someof thissamecrowdMr. Couehad 
had working for him about two months before this happened. 

Queetton. Working at day's labor! 

Jumwr. Mostly he would hire them by the month ; he was cutting cross-ties. 

Queation, They were laboring men who worked about the country for their living ! 

Antwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say they were low-down people T 

Answer. I suppose they would be what people up there would consider respectable 
people, but I do not think so. 

Qiieatum. Are they all of that class 1 

Answer. As a general thing ; some of the people living np there are very respectable. 
By the Chaikman ; 

Qmiliait. Those men stood well among the people in that community 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QvMlimi. And were received into their houses and treated with respecct ! 

AMwer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bayaud : 

Question. Did j(ou ever see them received into any houses there and treated with re- 
spect? 

Answer. As much as they generally respect people out there. 

QnestifM. Were you everin houses with them; didyouevermeetthesemeninsociety 
yourself in any way, among your neighbors and friends T 

Aiwwer. I have seen tbem around there at neighbors' houses ; they have been at our 
house, too ; we have had them workihg for us. 

Question, As laboring men under your husband f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; every one of the five had been working for him. 



Jacksokville, Florida, Ifoveniber 10, 1871. 

M. L. STEARNS sworn and esamined. 
By the Chairmam: 

QitesHon. Will yon state your age, where you. were bern, where you now reside, 
. and what official position, if any, you hold in this Stat« f 

Aitneer. I am thirty-two years of age ; I was born in Lovcll, in the State of Maine ; 
I now reside at Quiucy, Gadsden County ; and 1 am speaker of the house of assembly 
in this State. 

Question. How long have you been living in the county ! 

Answer. Since the first of Slay, 1866, 

Question. What is the relative population of your county as to blacks and whitest 

Answer. I think the voting-list stands about one thousand founhundred colored and 
one thousand white. I ihmk that is about the proportion. There are about four 
hundred majority of black voters. 

Question. What is the political complexion of the county ! 

Answer. There is not much difference in the party votes ; there are a few blacks who 
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aro dotnocrats, and a few whikB that are republicans. 1 think there is about four 
hundred ID£^joritJ of republican votes. 

Question. How liavo yoar elections been in that county as regaids peace, qaint, and 

Amvier. They have been very quiot nutil the last election. 

Qtiestion. When was that t 

AnBtcfs: In November last. 

QiK3tion. Was there any disturbance at that time t 

Jnsicw, There was coneiderablo. 

Qwetion. What waa the character o£ it ! 

Answer. There was considerable disturbance at the precincts in Qnincy. Before 
the election, parties came to me saying tliat many of the democrats were coming 
armed to the election, and they wanted those on the republican side to b« 
armed. I told them that I did not think it should be done; that I did not think 
the democrats would come armed. Colonel Davidson, who was running as the 
candidate for senate on the democratic side, professed to be conciliatory ; and I 
did not JDclieve the democrats would go there armed, and I discouraged those oa 
our side from doing so. But on the morning of the election, before daj^ight, several 
persons came to my house, and said that the democrats, were coming into town armed. 
I got up, dressed myself, and went down tows, and fonnd that quite a large number 
had come thei'e with arras, and had deposited them in different stores, and at dif- 
ferent points around the conrt-hous© square. They appeared at the polls without any 
arms except pistols; therewereaconsiderablenumber of pistols paraded there, belted 
around persons. In the forenoon the election went on veryquietly. There were two 
polling places in town. By common consent, in the morning the blacks took one poll, 
and the whites another, although some of the blacks voted at the white poll, and some of 
the whites voted at the other poll. But the general division was a poll to those of eaoh 
color. The blacks being mnchmore nnmorous In that precinct than relatively in the 
whole county, they could not all vote at their polls. About 2 o'clock the whitea had 
closed voting at the other poll, and then reformed tho line, and held the poll, being 
ratherquietjTjut shewing ft disposition to bold the poll. Otherpartiee seeing that the 
voting had ceased there, and that those who stood iu the line were men who had voted, 
and boys who were not entitled to vote, began to crowd forward, in order to get a chance 
to vote there. When they did so.there was a pressure made by those in thelinetokeep 
them out I culled the attention of the inspectors to it, and they attempted to make 
some effort to clear the polls. I told them that all such efforts would be fruitless, 
without they called on the sheriff to do it. They wanted to know where the sheriff was, 
and one of the policemen started off to find Mm, He was up-stairs in the court-room 
above. The policeman fonnd him, and the sheriff authorized him to go and clear the 
polls. Ho went to the head of the line, and ordered the poll to be cleared. Thereupon 
some one asked him what was the purpose of it, and he said that it was in order to 
allow the other men to vote who had not voted. Some one said that was not what 
they were going to permit, and (hen struck him over the head with a caue. Then a 
general row began. By the efforts of Colonel Davidson, the democratic candidate for 
uie senate, and of myself, the thing was quieted after a time. I rushed down, ^t on 
the porch, and after some time we succeed in quelling it, without any pistols being 
fired, though there were several pistols pointeil in every direction, and some bowie- 
knives drawn. I must say that it is almost a mystery to me how it was stopped with- 
out bloodshed. It was a fearful sight; we made every effort to quiet it that wo 
conld. I was lifted up on the banisters, in order to see over the crowd, and I noticed 
several pistols pointed toward mo. Onoinan,who8eemedtobeincharge of the organ- 
ization that stood in front of the polls— Air. A. K. Allison, president of the Florida 
senate during the war^ and acting governor of the State when Governor Milton com- 
mitted suicide just before the war — rushed out, and called to those about him to shoot 
me down. He was very much excited. But both sides seemed to have got about 
enough of it ; that is, they seemed to have been afraid of what might come; and finally 
they Tell back, and left an open space between me and him. He jumped up agd down, 
and cursed furiously, and called upon them to shoot me down and not allow me to 
speak. But Colonel Davidson called out to them to listen to me, and they did stop 
and listen, and then both parties gradually fell back a little. By that time the sheriff 
had rushed in with hispouce, and after awbUe succeeded in clearing the poll. It was 
nearly sundown by that time, and there were only about fifteen who voted at that 
poll after it was cleared. The tumult lasted nearly two hours. The object of .it evi- 
dently was, knowing that we could not all vote at the other poll, to prevent as many 
as possible from voting, knowing that the polls, by law, had to be closed at sundown. 
The result was that about two hundred or throe hundred were standing in line with 
tickets in their bands at the time the polls closed ; and our majority was reduced in 
that county from four hnndred to sixteen. It seemed to bean organizedeffort through- 
out to prevent as many as possible from voting. 

Question. Did they seem to be acting in concert and under discipline I 
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AnVBter. They wnre entirely in concert, so t^orollghly so that in organizing as they 
did there wns very little (l-'utnrbanee about it. I heard Allison call out to them to 
Btaud m line; and generally there was not much stir in forming the line. Thero 
seemed to he a perfect understanding on their part. 

Question. What became of the arras that they broHglit in t 

Anmeer. They were left in the different buildiuga there, and when the difSculty com- 
menced seyernl men ran for arms, and came out with both arnia full, some trith adozen 
or fifteen muskets each in their arms. Three or four ran for arms; bnt by the time 
they got on the ground there was quite a InU in the niatt-er, and they were not used. 

Question. On what side would those men have voted who were prevented from 
Toting f 

Answer. They were universally republicans- 

QaeniUm. Did you know of auy democrat who was preveuted from voting t 

Anewer. Not one. 

§iiBs(ion. How many vot-ea were polled at those two places T 

Ansiver. I think about five hundred each. 

©Meslttm. What was goiog on at the other poll F 

Jtmner. This difficulty broke them up eutirely ; that is, the inspectors all rushed 
out ; it was a general disturbance. 

^testion. It mterfercd with the process of voting at that poll t 

AnsiBer. Yes, sir. 

QiiestUm. Have there been any proceedings taken against any of those parties in 
order to punish them T 

Answer. Mr. Allison and one or two others have been indicted, I think. 

QueaUoti. Was AUison the man who struck the policeman ? 

A«e»)er. TSo, sir. But the man who struck the policeman was indicted. I think he 
has ruQ away ; I have net seen him since^ and I do not know that he has been yet 
a»'reste<i. I understand be is about the country somewhere. 

Question. Why has he not been arrested ? 

Amwer. I cannot say ; I know the marshal was niakingefforts to arrest him for some 
time afterward. Since then I have not seen him; he is away in the woods, perhaps in 
the county below, the adjoining county. 

Qaesiion. Have you had any organization of people in your county that are popu- 
larly known as Ku-Kluxi 

AnsiDer. I cannot say, except from some information which leads me to think thero 
is some organization there, or some general understanding among some of them. 

Qiiesfion. Have there befen any demonstrations there such as are said to have occurred 
in other portions of the country? 

-insider. There baa been no killing and no whipping. 

Queation. How has it been in the adjoining countiesf 

Animer. In the county west, Jackson County, there has been a great deal of it. Peo- 
ple from there, and men who have been over there, represent it as in a very bad state. 

Question. Have yoit auy information of a charaeter that you deem reliable, iis to 
what has been done there! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have saoh information as I deem reliable. 

Qaestiott. In what form is it t 

Ansieer. It is reliable information, entirely satisfactory to m-\ I have seen & grpat 
many parties from there who have described tlie condition of affairs there, men who 
in my opinion were entirely reliable. I saw a few days ago a man who lives in our 
county on the Apalachicola Biver, which separates the two counties, and I inquired ol 
him in regard to a matter that had occurred there, where some parties came down on 
the opposite side of the river, called to a black man in his employ, who was running a 
terry aeroaa at that point, to get his boat and set them acn)S3. When he landed on 
the other si'de he was shot with buckshot, and his body fell ont of the boat on the 
shore ; he seems to have been shot while in the act of stepping from the boat on shore, 
for one leg remained in the boat. I inquired of this man about that nflitir, and he gave 
me a full desi^ription of it. He said it occurred at about 12 o'clock, noon, and that 
none of tue parties had lieen arrested for it. He furthertold me that there were two 
other men shot right in the neighborhood, on the other side of the river, one the nicht 
before, and the other a day or two following. He said that there were three menshot 
right along there in three or four days. 

Questioa. Was your informant one of the men shot ! 

An»»ier. No, sir. 

Qtte»iian. Was this ferryman shot dead ! 

Anmeer. Yes, sir. The other two men were wounded, and arc recovering. 

Queatiim. Were they whit« men or colored ! 

Ammer. They were all colored. 

Qa€sUon. Did you understand that there was any reason for the attack upon them f 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I could not ascertain any cause for it. 
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Qiuetiwt. Have there, so far as you know, Tieen any other acts of violence in the 
county T 

Antieer. There has been a great deal of killing there. Two clerks of the comity have 
been killed. 

Question. Who were they, and when were they kiUed 1 

Ansmer. The first one, Dr. Finlayson, was killed in March, 1869, I think. He -waa 
shot on the street; and Migor Pncman, State senatorfrom that connty, was in company 
■with him and waahimselffiiot through theneek at the time. They were walking arm 
in arm, and Finlayson was not quite so tall aa Purman. The shot strnok Purman in 
the neek and Finlayson in the temple. 
By Mr. Bayard; 

QaeaUon. Was it the same shot 1 

Attaicer. So I understand. 

Qu^tiOH. Who fired the shot ! 

Answer. Parties unknown to me. 
By the CH4IRMAN : 

Question. Have there been any other killings in that connty ? 

Ansiper. A. great many nmrders occurred right along after that. A merchant by the 
name of Fleischman was taken from hia home at night and carried across the Alabama 
line and told never to return. He passed np through Georgia and came back to the- 
town of Tallahassee, and atarted west from Tallahassee; and on Lis iray, within abont 
twelve miles of Maiianna, he was killed. 

Qaeslion. Is Mariaaua in Jackson Connty? 

Anamer. Xes, sir. 

QatsU/tn. By whom was he killed ! 

Ansieer. By parties unknown to me. Last April the olerk who succeeded Dr. Finlay- 
son, a man by the name of J. Q. Dickinson, was killed. 

Quealum. By whom was ke killed 1 

Anmver. I could not say. I have a manuscript statement, in his hand-writing, of 
difficulties that occurred there, which statement was found among his papers after his 
death and handed to me. 
By Mr. Scomeld : 

Quealion. What is that statement! 

Answer. A brief history of the murders and assassinations which occurred there in 
abont one mouth. 

[The statement referred to is aa follows : 

"Memoranda of occurrences relating to the asaa«ei?ta(ioiis in Jaclson County, Septeniber 
28, 1889, and following. 

" Wi^att Young, Calvin Rogers, Washington Eivers, and about twenty-three women 
and children went from Marianna to Robinson Spring to attend a picnic on the SSth 
September. At abont 9 o'clock a, m., about three miles from town, ttiey were fired 
upon from the roadside with about fifteen shots. Wyatt Young and Stewart Livings- 
ton were killed, the latter a hoy atwut two years old. That evening and night a 
crowdof about thirty in all repaired to the spot; an inquest was summoned and or- 

ganiaed, and after a little a track was found or a buggy, which was saapicious, and the 
iijnest adjourned and followed the track to Greenwood. Arrived home at Marianna 
witkout enectiug anything about the track. Next morning it vraa impossible to call 
together the same jnry and another new one waa formed, which aat until 5 p. m. on 
Friday, October 1, whena verdict of 'shot by unknown,' &c. waa reached. The inves- 
tigation was thorough bnt fruitless, Meantime, at dusk of evening, on Wednesday the 
aSth, as Columbus Sullivan and George Cox were hauling home a load of cotton, some 
one fired a load of shot at them, hitting Sullivan in the lace and arm and Cqx on the 
arm. No clew. This is abont nine miles in the country from Marianna. 

" Friday night the 1st of October, about four or five hours after the result of the in- 
quest waa known, Maggie McClellan and her father, James F. McClellan, wereshot at 
from the sidewalk iulront of the hotel. They were sitting on the piazza with friends. 
Maggie was killed and her father badly wounded. Nest morning, Saturday, early, I 
went to the hotel and found a guard there, and they had three negroes in charge; 
Pizano Widgrow, the names of others not known. One of them asked me if he 
eould he released. I told him to wait for an inquest. I immediately went and wrote 
a summons for an inquest, and seeing Calvin Rogers, constable, told him to be ready 
to serve it after breakfast. (Before this, however I had met Peter Lawrence and John 
Milton, who told me they bad found exactly who was the guilty party, but did not 
seem disposed to tell who it was. I shortly met Colonel J. P. Coker and said to him 
tliat I understood there was strong suspicion as to who did the deed, and recom- 
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mended a ■wavrant for him whoever it was. I aim stated that it was perfectly proper 
to stop Mm if there -was danger of Lis escape. Ho one seemed to be willing to com- 
mnnioate with me. Coker made no answer, except to say that he was not awaie what 
Colonel McClellan's plans were.) 

"When I had wntten out the summons I left my office, and came down toward 
Alderman's store, when I saw Wilham Coker ia earnest conversation; as I passed he 
said r ' Come on ; I'd as soon lose my life now as any time 1 ' He then weut up town 
very fast, and came back within two minutes with William E. Baffin, both commencing 
to run after they bad passed Alderman's store. I also saw John T. Myriok and some 
others, all armed with guns, moving in the same du'ection toward the park. Some 
went into the park, some on the left, and, I think, some on the right, near Coker's 
store. At aboat that time I heard a call of ' Come on, boya,' in quite a lond tone down 
in that direction, and they went out of my sight toward White's store. Thinking this 
might mean some excitement or other, I went along that way at a quiet pace at first, 
hut quickened as I realized now that it was some kind of a row. I met Eiohard Poone, 
J. J. Culpepper, Mr. Bonfoot, and a Mr. Dykes between White's and Alderman's, 
each of whom, I think, told me, 'they are trying to kOl Calvin,' or words to that 
■effect; shortly after I arrived at my hoarding place, (Dr. Theo. West's), the party was 
returning. I remember seeing J. P. Coker, P. P. Lawrence, John Milton, and oUiers ; 
I stepped out to the street, and said: 'Whatis therowt I hope, gentlemen, yon 
wUl not be too hasty, but will get out a warrant.' (Up to this time no one had seen 
fit to tell me that Calvin was the guilty one, though I, of course, had before this ap- 
prehended that it nas for the murder they were trying to kill him.) Coker stopped, 
and the whole party, and be, in great excitement and anger, said: ' What right have 
you, sir, to say that i Ton, who this morning recommended me to stop the murderer 
without a warrant!' I corrected him, saying, that my recommend was to have a war- 
rant, hut not do let the man escape for want of it; hut that I recommended no murder, 
and that the law should be followed. (I will say here that I do not understand that 
any effort was made to stop him, but only to kill him, or make him rnn.) Croker then 
abused me in very high and very low terms. When he spoke of the outrage having 
been committed by a, set of men under my control, I stopped him, and told him not to 
impute anything of that, nature to me. He then jumped toward me, and in the 
most insolent manner said: 'Now, sir, say what you have to sayl' ^is men, to the 
number of six or seven, ranged themsdves about with their guns at a leady I 
answered that I had said what I proposed to say, and that if I found a chance ever to 
stop bloodshed, either on myself or him, or any other man, I should not keep silent 
Once during the conversation he said : ' We don't care a damned what you think or 
what yon say.' I went np town directly after, and found everything in wild oxpite- 
ment. The young men were drunk and desperate, and the elder and better men n ere 
atraid, and kept mostly out of sight. This, too, was ti'ue earlier in the morning I found 
directly that it was talked of all night and all the morning, and to me it was an evi- 
dent ' arrangement (possibly tacit) to fceep in and let the wild boys ItUl Colvin 
Eogers, I urged on every one 1 talfeed with to taJte out a warrant for himj but thoy 
delayed for hours. Presently W. D. Barnes came in : and 1 think it is owing mostly 
to hia -advice that the warrant was got out about half past 13 o'clock p. m. 

"Meanwhile, about, 9 o'clock, I judge, or a little earUer, E. S. Alderman, John T. 
Myrick, Wil3iam Coker, and a man by the name of Dykes, or Simmons, forced 
Oscar Granherry and Matt Hickela to go out with them to hnnt Calvin. They 
complained that they had no arms, but they were told that they wonld need 
none. They took them out a, little way {about two miles) when they directed 
them to march ahead, which they did, , Immediately some onu shot Oscar, and Matt 
ran for life and escaped. J. F. E. McKay, with a party of five or six horsemen, went 



however, heard of it indirectly h 
W. D. Barnes, and W. E. Anderson recommended that I should not hold an inquest. 
They gave different reasons. I also, from other sonrces, obtained unmistakable infor- 
mation that the crowd would not allow an inquest. I deferred, partly beoatlse it was 
totally impossible for me to find a single man that dared to serve the summons, or 
would do it, 

"I staid on the street all day, though Colonel McClellan and Jndge Bush earnestly 
advised me not to do so. There was much danger of a riot before noon. Some kind 
of an organization was attempted, and, I judge, concluded that day, though I could 
not obtain any information. Everybody kept floof, aud no one consulted me. I made 
an effort to keep the metohanta from selling whisky, but could not succeed in every 
case. Dmnkenness and misrule and excitement abounded. 

"Sunday.— I protested to Colonel Coker, Barnes, Calhoun, and Bush that an inquest 
should be held over the body of Miss McClellan, and they insisted that it should not. 
Mr. Barnes said I could exercise my judgment about the Granherry case, bat that 
Colonel McClellan would not hear of an inquest in his daughter's case. I received 
direct threats irom the mob that I should not be allowed to hold the Cranberry iu- 
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qaest. In fact, the determination -was general not to submit to an inquest. I could 
not find a man to serve the summons, or I should have held one. As it was, I post- 
IM)ued them imlefinitely, till the excitement was over. Watts gave me information on 



ing the pi'evions night some of the hoys of town n 
aaa otiiered him ■ • ■ ■ " ■ - ■ 



Bryan and otiiered him out instanter. He wanted ti. j. . ^ 

him to hnrry up, as he would not have much use for clothes. He took this aa liis 
death wurraut, and jumped out of the back window and ran. They flred at him, and 
he was found the next day at Jesse Bush's badly wounded in the fiiot. He had to 
crawl a qoarter of a mile. 

" Monday niff&f.— Some parties, headed by Chartaln, went to Henry Heed's and 
called him out. He would not come. They insisted. He locked the door, which he 
had at first opened, and, with his wife and sod, jumped ont of the window and ran. 
They got sight of the sou and fired on him. Henry escaped and ran under Mrs. Ely's 
house. They come there to aearoh, but failed to get him. 

'■ Tuesday. — Murder of some negro oa H. Bryan's plantation. [Not murdered. He 
is still alive, Oi;toher 13th. His name is Jeiry Frldgeou.] 

" Taeaday night.— Jack Myiickand others went to the house of Bob Dickens to find 
him, but he was gone. They also went to Mr. Davis's, bnt could not find him. fTaea- 
day niiht, I think, Dan Bryau came to town, and was imprisoned tiU morning.] 

"Wednesday, — MoNealy, J. P., came to town. 

"Wedaesilaa JiiffAi.— E. S. Alderman and Ep Batler, and at least one more, (name un- 
known,) went to Biohard Pooaer's house, and obliged hiui to come ont. They ordered 
Lim to march down the street (leading out of town.) He ran. A donble-barreled 
gun was fired after him, and a pistol. He escaped, hiding under Dr. West's dining- 

" Thurdday noon. — A ejecting of the white citizens was held. For proceedings see 

'■ In this meeting, Barnes, Milton, and McLeon favored peace on all sides, and espe- 
cially deprecated drunkenness and abase of power. Coker answered indignantly, 
protesting that it waa not the object to abuse our young men who had taken a little 
too much, or bad acted a little irregularly. 

"I forgot to state on Monday, the 4th, that a meeting was held in Judge Bnrk's 
ofBceof the lovers of peace of both colors. It was very thinly attended. Mr.Collo- 
way and Godwin met me on the street, just as they were going to the meeting, or I 
should not have known of it. They said it was thought best not to have ute attend 
the meeting, but if I was wanted I would be sent for. I waa not sent for. 

" Also I forgot to state that on Tuesday night, about 9 or 10 o'clock, Samuel Flelsoh- 
man waa earned ofi'. For particulars see elsewhere. 

" l^wsdaji aflemoim. — William Coker, E. S. Alderman, Jack Myrick drove Matt 
Nickels and Maria, his wif^ and Matt, jr., his son, away from their home to a lime 
sink half a mile away, and killed them. Hicbard Barrett and Eiley Dykes, I think, 
found the bodies. 'IHieir daughter is the witness. Thursday night the same parties 
came in from the scene of the murder, and reported that they saw Calvin Rogers and 
twenty or twenty-eight men. The town was' alarmed, and slept on its arms. . This 
murder is popularly believed to have been to cover up tlie miu'der of Oscar Grauborry. 

".FHiteB.— Another meeting of the colored citiKeus, with just a few whites to uianoo- 
•ver it. Hp particulars of its operations aayet. McNealey, justice of the peace, issued 
warrants for themurders of yesterday, or.rather it is so reputed. Anderson and Alder- 
man came to see me about it. Jack Myrick given up by his bondsman, and lieforo be 
was received he stole the bonds and left. Joe. Bowers has one of the original war- 
rants to take him. Quite an excitement. Two parties, " M." and "A.," warned me of 
certain danger, whiob I shunned. One of them offered me his house. 

"Satardas. — Myrick, Coker, and Alderman misaiug. Held inquest on their bodies. 
Eeceived letter unsigned from C. Showed it to M. and MoN. before reading. Wrote 
a letter and delivered it to M. 

" Su/nday. — All quiet. Heard rumors were afloat that I had communicated with Cal- 
vin Bogers ; that I had him in the clerk's office, &o., &c. Went ivitb Milton to th? 
office ; found the office well guarded by Calhoun, Anderson, Shavit, and others. 
Charles Ely came in and wanted water, which I told him he would find all right in the 
back room, only I had no dipper — big thing ! 

" Mondat), Ocidber 11. — Talked the truth to Milton and McNealy, as also to McLeon. 
and Bams. Joined the two first in letter to the goremor, having wiitteu a long de- 
tailed history of the whole affair earlier In the day. In the joint letter we espressed 
confidence Uiat law could now assert itself; that we needed no military, and were 
anxious for a sheriff. 

" CamaiUm to date. — Whites: billed, Maggie McC; wounded, Colonel McC. and Sul- 
livan; total, 'A. Colored : killed, Wyatt Young, Stewart Livingstou, Oscar Granbury, 
Matt Nickels, jr., Maria Nickels, and one name unknowu, on H. G. Bryan's plantatioa ; 
wounded, Calvin Eogers and WUIiam Bryan ; total, 9. 
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"Waajnst closing oar joint letter to the governor ivlicn 1 heard of a dead man lying 
in the road out toward SicNealy'a — said to be a white man. Made inqniry, anil ooa- 
oladed to send the letter, not with standing this awfnl and telling contradiction. Broke 
open the private letter and mentioned it then. Sat up late ; somebody at my 'Tciiido\vs 
abont 13 m. 

" J^iesday morning. — Learned that the mau killed yesterday was Samuel Fleishman; 
verdiot of jnry, "Killed by unknown, &c." He was iralking fi'onj Chattahoochee and 
was killed near Marshal VVarren's. I^uis Galnble saw Fleishman in Bainbridge, and 
he told him ho iFould go to Quincy and return here in a few days. Parties went out 
from Marianna armed that morning. Warned not to go oat and get the body, and 
warned that Jack Myriok was on my traok. 

" Wedaee^v mormng. — Fleishman buried. Wrote to^vernorof thepartitnlars, also 
recommended putting off election and discUBsed martial-law business. Inclosed ath- 
davits of Fleischniau. Lowe left October 19, Tuesday. Troops arrived Tuesday Octo- 
ber as. West arrived Thursday, October 14. 

" Saturday iiitiht, Oetdber 33. — iS^orge Harvey's and Alex. Bell's house shot into. 

" Sunday night. — Adeline Paileya liouse broken into. Lucy GrifSn attacked three 
times on the street and frightened. 

" Henry Kincey arrested in Alabama, brought back to Irvio'a ilill Creek and shot by 
GieenwiKjd rowdies ; not known whether he escapM. 

" Gnard made unusTial demonstrations the night the sheriff arrived, and at night 
the soldiers eama. 

" Charles Ely told Mose that a crowd had determined to kill the Nickels girl, and 
that he must not be in the way. 

" Johu E. Ely and Seaton A. Calhoun told Eiehard Pooser and other negroes that 
they had got to vote right hereafter or they would make them do so ; that Hamilton 
andForman shoaldnot retnru; that thoy bad the nppor hand and meant to keep it. 

" Mrs. Widgeou and J. L. Eobinson said they thought the Bobinson negroes would 
learn now that it was not best to aid in arresting a white man. 

"Alfred was attacked at night twice by Kilbee and company. 

"Coker says any one that gets $5,000 for his son won't be benefited much by it. 
Johu Ely, Anderson, Merritt, and others say Parman shall not come back here. Ely 
says they ought to havo been hung. 

" Togg says he will shoot Calvin on sight. The people here pretend to believe that 
I know of Calvin's whereabouts. 

" Obtofter 33. — Sheriff West and Harris went t« A. B. Hamilton's and stopped t«in- 
qnire the way. The woman begged them not to kill her; said she was frightened, 
and said, " I don't know, master, but you'll kill me before yon leave here." 

" October 29. — West and Harris went to the sapper at Davis's at night. Harris got 
drunk completely. Coker, as usual, took the opportunity to abuse and menace West. 
He damned Hamilton and Parman, Lowe and I and any man that would take an ofGce 
to ' bool'lieli' these fellows; that he had gone once to kiD H. and P. ; had hailed them 
but they would not stop: that he went to H.'s office once with the full intention of 
killing him, or getting William's pistol. 

"Saturday night, October 2. — William Coker, John Milton, Jim. Eobinson, William 

Eobinson, Lawrence, and others, to the amount of twenty-fiv«, came to James 

Hall's house and took away his pistol and gun, and carried him away by violence, and 
threatened him variously. Hall lives about seven miles from town. Hall wants me 
to write to Hamilton to inquire as to the bounty due his wife from her former hiis- 

By the Chairman; 

Qaesti&a. I see here with this statement of Mr. Dickinson what purports to be an 
afddavit made hy Samnel Fleishman before Mr. J. Q. Dickinson, as a justice of the 
peace for Jackson County. Have yon read that affidavit ? 

Anaiver. I read it soon after It was made ; I have not read it lately. 

Suesiion. It bears date October 5, 186!>, and of course it was before Mr. Fleishman was 
edt 
Ansaer. Tes, sir. 

Qutslion. How long after that he was killed t 

Amwer. That afQilavit was made just before he was killed, about the time he was 
taken from the oouuty and carried across the Alabama line. 

Qaestioit. Have you examined this indorsement on the back of it T 
Answer. I havo not, 

Qve»fkni. The indorsement reads as follows : 

" We, the grand jurj', havo examined diligently into the within case, and cannot 
find it a case of kidnapping. 

" J, WIDGEON, Foreman. 
" DCCBMBSR 33, 1669." 
Qaeetifm. Do you know anything about that I 
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[Tbe following is tlie affidavit roferreil to : 

"State of Floihdj., Jncfeoit County: 

" Bffoce me, J, Q. Dicklneon, a justice of tlie peace in and for tlie said cojinty, person- 
ally came Samuel Fleishman, a citizen of said county and State, who, being ilnlj sworn, 
says that on yesterday, the 4th day of October, A. D. 1H69, about 4 o'clock p. m., or a 
little later, I was visited upon by Arthur A. Calhoun and John R. Ely, at my boapillng- 

Etace iu Marianna, in said oottnty, and Ely informed me that James P. Coker, "ffilliani 
'.Barnes, and JoM B. Ely wished t-o see meat the store of James P. Coker, on partio- 
alar business. I immediately repaired there. I waited there, in company with John 
R. Ely and James P. Coker, wl nearly da.rk, when Coker told me that as Barnes had 
faOed to come I need not wait longer, and asked mo if I would come np acain the nest 
morning. I again went there this morning, and found several persons of inflnence in 
the county assombled. I was presently invited into the store, where were assembled, 
apparently in some oi^anized meeting, the following persons that I know, citizens of 
this county : Arthur A. Calhoun, John K. Ely, James P. Coker, William Robinson, J. M. 
Dninimouds, Thomas M. Clark, Charles Ely, James A. Chastain, "Wilbur F. Jenkins, 
and about twenty others, I judge, Thomas M. Clai'k informed mo of the general oliject 
of the meeting, while we were waiting outside. James P. Coker and others stated to me 
that they represented a committee fhat represented the whole conimHuity, and that it 
waa the general desire of tlie commnnity that I should leave for the cood of said com- 
munity ; tliat they were confident tliat if I remained I should be killed on account of 
certain oxpredaions made by me, as alleged, on Tuesday last ; that if I vrere killed 
they feared twenty or thirty others might, be kiDed on accountof it, and t« save blood- 
shed I ought to leave. 1 refiised, and stated that my business -was such that it would 
damage me twenty thousand dollars. They gave mo at first two hours to arrange my 
business to get out of town ; afterwards till 5 o'clock p. m. j afterwards tiU sundown. 
I told them if I had committed a crime I waswilling to be tried and piintstied for it, but 
that it was impossible to arrange my business to leave before January 1, 1870 ; that I 
would rather (tie than leave. They informed me they would take me off at sundown, 
willing or unwilling. They stated that they had no desire to take my life, but, on the 
contrary- wished to save it, and to do the best thing they could for the safety of the 
eommmuty. They then dismissed me, saying I could go and attend to my business 
until suudowu, at which time tliey should come alter me, and take meaway. I appeal 
to you as the only offlcer of the law in the town that I know of, and solemnly protest 
against the ontrage threatened. 

" SAMUEL FLEISHMAN. 
" Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5th day of October, A. D. 1869, at 1 o'clock 



"December 29, 1B69. 

"State op Flobida, Jocfcran Coimtg: 

" Before me personally came Samuel Fleishman, who, being duly sworn, saj^ that 
James P. Coker, on Sunday, the Sd of October, came to the store of Aitman & Bro., in 
Marianna, of which firm I am the authorized agent, aud asked for all the guns and 
pistols I had in the store. He said they were wanted for the men iu defense of the 
town during the present esoitement, and that they should all be returned, and thathe 
would be responsible for their return. He took five guns worth ^ each, and three 
guns worth $25 each. Eleven nistols worth $ia each. Powder, shot, and caps worth 
atvont 820. The key was delivered up to the said James P. Coker by Wilbur F. Jen- 
kins, who was acting an my cierk. There was altont 311,000 or §12,000 worth of goods 
in the store at the tune, and I have removed nothing since. 

" SAMUEL FLEISHMAN. 

" Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5ih day of October, A. D. 1809, at five mia- 
utes past 4 o'clock p. m. 

[SEiAI.] 

Question. Where did you obtain these papers 1 

Ansaer. They were sent to mo by Colonel Martin, of Chattahoochee, who went after 
the body, and brought it back with his papers ; and these were among his papers. 



db,Google 



FLORIDA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 83 

His body was brought licre to this place, and fiiueral services were held ; and then hiti 
frlendi) took the body Nortb. 

Question. The papers were fonnd in the shape in which they now are! 
Anaufer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This affidavit of Mr. Pleisehman was found with the other papers t 
Auswer, Yea, sir. 

Qmislitm. Have yon examined these papers lately ! 
Jnwier I haive not. 

Qmslioii. Have jou inveistigated the eases referred to in them ? 

Answer. Only so far as to satisfy inyaelf to what thuy referred. 1 had knowledge of 
nil these affaire from Captain Dickinson himseli. before his death, Goiisuquently they 
were not new to me; it waeonly that they were in the form of a memoranduui by him. 
QuestioH. How many diffia^nt cases does be cite there ! 
Answer. I could not state positively, now. 
Qaestion. Is the statement in his handwriting T 
Ansicer. Yes, air. 

Question. As well as the affidavit of Flefeehman ? 
Aw»u-er. Yea, sir. 

Qaeetioa. Have you other information of a reliable character that would corroborate 
these statements f 

jinsirii;'. From information gathered from other parties, I am satisfied that all these 
eases occurred, and even mow tlian tbeso. Yon will tind that these extend over only 
about one month of the period of terroriam iu that connty. 1 would rather leave this 
statement to speak for itself, than to restate the occurrences from what I have heard. 

Qiuistioa. Bid that state of things contione after the date of that paper, or had it 
esisted for any time previona! 

Ausieer. That ia about the beginning; it was in September and October. The 
serious difficulties in that connty commenced with the shooting of Finlaysoii, the clerk 
of the eolirt, in March, 18G9. From that time to the present there lias been a very bad 
state of alfairs there. 

Qiuvtioit. Is the organization known as Ku-Klnx understood to exist in that county ^ 
Aiisicer. It is deniSl by some parties, and asserted by others. 
Qaeslloa. Were these acta committed by bands in disEuise and at nlgbt ! 
Jlwsicet. There have lieen bands in disguise there, bat at the time these acts were 
committed they were committed openly. 

Qaestion. Has anybody been punished in that county for any of these acts of vio- 
■ lencn ! 

AniiMU , I tiiak not ; not to my knowledge. 
Qaestltm. Has any attempt been made to punish them T 
Annwer, Well, no, six; I do not know of any. 
Qutstiaji. Why is that t 

Ansioer. I do not think there are any men there who dare to take it up. I have 
asked parties why it was not done, and they say that it was impossible ; that they can 
raise one hundred and fifty of the best armed men of the country at any momt!nt there 
to resist any process ; that ia what they informed me. 

Qaesiio)!. State whether, in your opinion, there is this organization in the State and 
extending through the State, and what are your reasons for thinking so, if that ia youF 
opinion. 

Auswfr. I think that there is an organization extending pretty much over the whole 
State, more violent in some portions of the State than in others, just according to the 
controlling influence over it ; aecording to whether they are desperate men who con- 
trol it, or men of moderate views. That ia my fnD oonviction. My reasons for thinking 
so are ubservatious and remark^ that are continually dropped about. It is uo unusual 
thing to hear threata all about us, even in eonntics where we have had no open out- 
breaks; threatsof the most violent character. In Calhoun County, jnat a week or ten 
da^B biJore Captain Dickinson was killed in an adjoining county, a member of the 
legislature was iLilled. 
Qii^iioH. Who was bet 

Ai'sivfr. James Yerty. He was shot while riding along the road; shot ftom an 
aTiihush and killed dead. The man who killed him was seen ; he was killed by one 
Lnke Lot, who ia now said to be in Jackson County. lam very reliably informed that 
bo has been iu Jackson County ever since this murder, the latter part of last March, 
Soon after the legislature adjourned. He has been fitted out with arms and equip- 
ments, and rides a very fine horse aronnd the county. There are continual e3ipres- 
eious throughout Middle Florida by men who approve of these things to this extent : 
They eay they would give him the best horse on tbeir plantations, if he needed It, to 
aid lilm in his operations. 

Question. Why would they give him that assistance f 

Aiismcr. They give no reasons particularly, more than their approval of bis killing 
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this man. It was rumored that he killed Dickinson; that he was the one ■nlio fired 
the shut. 

QiiMion. Why do they appi'ove of liia killing Terty ; -what had Terty done T 

Aiimi'tr. They Bimply allege that ho ought to have been killed. 

Queetion. Do they allege anything agaiust him except that he was a ropuhlican ? 

AiisiEiT. In speaking ^out it, I underatand that they say they wonlcl give him the 
best horse they had for his operations. 

Qnestioii. Do tiey assign any reason why thoy approve it; why thiama*i oughtto be 
killed, or why the other man ought to have killed him f 

Answei: They asaign the reason that he was a repnhlioan ; that is the only leasoo I 
have lieaid. 

Question. Do thoy intimata that all republicans ought to be killed 1 

Amwer. Yea, sir ; that expression is frequent. 

Queaiion. la that the term they use in speaking of the members of the repubJicau 
party ; do they call them republicans C 

Anaicer. Yes, air. 

Qtiesiimt. Is the term "radical" used at allT 

Aiisirer. Yes, air ; that is frequently used. I thought you referred to their manner of 
apealdug of repnhlicana. " Radical" ia a term more irequently used than " republican." 

Question. State whether yon think that this or^anizatioi 
exists throughout the State has a political significance ; 

Aitaaia: I think it is based entirely upon politics: I have the same reasons for so 
thinking that I have in regard to the other atatement I have made— that is, the espres- 
sions ■OMeA; whenever it la pat in operation it is against republicans; the mnidera 
where men have heen killed have been universally republicans, esoepting in cases of 
personal difficulty. Take the outrages where there is no assignable cause for them, 
aod they are always inflicted upon repnhlicana. And then these expressions are al- 
ways nsed in regard to them. 

Question. What was the charaet«r of Mr. Dickinson T 

AngKer. He w^ a man of very noble and high character. 

Qaeslioit. Had you any opportunity of knowing his character and the eatiination iti 
which he was held by tiie people! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was very intimate with him. 

Qii£»ti/>i). How was he regarded after his death ? 

Amwei; There was every nonor paid to hia remains that could have been paid to any 
man. There was a great ovation paid him through the State, along the whole line of 
railway, when his remains were carried through. There were thousands of people at 
tho depot at Tallahassee when his remains passed through there ; they were there with 
boqucts without uomber. One of the most beautiful sights I ever saw I witnessed 
there when they showered those boquets upon his coffin. Everybody aeemed to come 
therewith the idea of decorating his coffin with a boquet. 

QueslJon. Under what circumatances waa he killed t 

Answer. He had been at the conrt-honse that night with the county judge to draw a 
jury. \He was engaged in drawing the Jary until about lOo'clock, when hestarted to go 
go home. 1 think his house was about three or four blocks from the courtr-honse. In pass- 
ing to his hoiisehehadtocTOSsavacantaquare, a apaceof ground reserved there, I think, 
as a park. He was shot while crossing thia park Irom b^ind a fence in the yard of a 
vacant house, Dr, West's house. 

Question. Wsm any one with himf 

Aaswer. He was alone. He was killed within a feiv yards of where the other clerk 
had been shot crossing that same squao^^. 
By Mr. Bayabd ; 

Question. Was that in the day-time or in the night-timet 

An»K&: It waa about 10 o'clock at ni^bt. 

Question. How long had Captain Dickinson lived in Florida f 

Angtcer. I first made his acquaintance in 1808 ; he was then liviug in West Florida, 
and I think had been there from the close of the wax. 

Question. Where was he from ! 

Answer. He waa a native of Vermont. 

Qaestion. Yon have called him captain ; was he a captain in the Army t 

Aiiamer. So I understand. 

QiieatUm. He came here after the war 1 

Ansfeer. I understood so. 

QtiesUoTi. What office did he hold at the time ho was killed f 

Answer. Ho was county clerk of that county. 

Question. How are your county officers appointed here t 

Anajcer. By the governor. 

Quittiim. Does he appoint your sheriffs T 
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Anstcer Tes, sir. 

Qvestwa Doea he appoint yonr county commisBianers ? 

AnHEi-r Yes, sir. 

Qvesiiou. Who was the goTomor that appointed Captain DUskiueon i 

Atavsei Governor Eeed. 

Qmalum The present governorT 

Ansv^ Yes, KF. 

Queatwa Under yonr constitution the governor ha» the appointmenSof ailtiie ci 
officers you have described — the sheritfe, county elerlis, c ' ' - . 

Jnsirei Yes, sir. 

Qitealvia Who appoints your judges? 

AnsKir They are ai ■ ■ ■■ " 

QnBitton He has tl ,^ ... 

AniiLei Yes, sir j hy and with the advice and consent of tbe seuato. 

Queel\im Are all the officers nominated by him, or does he appoint any of tlieiu d. 
rectl>, without the concurrence of tbe senate f 

^«8M« There are officers whose appointraeut does not require tlieconeiirn?ut mfiniL 
of the senate ; the county commissioners do not. 

Qiieatuia Do the sheriffs require it T 

Aanver Yes, sir. 

Qiiestwa And thejndgesT 

Anaaer Yes, sir. 

Queitum And the clerks f 

Ansirer Yes, sir. 

Queation The connty commissioners he appoints upon his own motiuu, witliuiit ihv 
concurrence of the senate T 

An»uier Tes, sir. 

Queittion Are there any other officers of your county government than tfioic juil 
have named T 

-diiSHier. There arethe jnstiees of tlie pegce. 

QueatUm. Who appoints them f 

Anaixer. The governor. 

Qaestion. Do they require any confirmation by the senate 1 

Anewer, Ho, sir. 

Qaeetion. Has he the power to remove officers for misbehavior in office ! 

Ansmer. Yes, sir ; all those not confirmed by the senate. 

Qucalion. It was in Jackson County that these two county clerks were killed ; Dr. 
Finlayson in 1869, and Captain Dickinson in 1871 ! 

Ansteer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In what town ! 

A«suier. In Marianna. 

Questior). Were each of these gentlemen killed by a single shot ! 

Anaicer. They probably were, although Captain Dickinson was shot with buck-shot 
through bis breast and heart, which shot must have been fatal. Then there was a 
pistol-shot in his body when he was found ; that appears to have been shot by some one 
standing over his headafterhehadfallen,fromth6directionof the ballet being down- 

QncslUm. Was the number of his assassins ever known? 

Anaicer. They are not known to roe. There are very strong suspicions resting upon 
parties, but they ore not Jaiown to me. 

QufXiiim. Is there any definite knowledge that you could give regarding that fact? 

Aiisv^er. Not that I could give. 

Qaealiott. At the time tbe other clerk wasshot, when you say a gentleman who was 
with htm was shot, one was shot, the bullet passing through bis neok, aoid the other 
-was shot in the bead H 

fusion-. Yes, sir. 

QaeaUon. When was that ? 

Anaicer. That was in March, two years ago. 

Question. Was that iu the day-time orLnthcniglit-tirael 

JtMicer. It was in the night-time. 

Quettion. Was it ever known how many persons were engaged in that assassioatjon t 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quesliim. Tnen, so fat as you know, the deaths of those two persons remain a mystery 
as to who slew them, or the motives for doing it ! 

Answer. I ds not tbink it is a mystery. 

QueiUon. Then state any facts that you know eoimeoted with their killing which 
would throw any light npon the subject. 

Ansicee. Well, Captain Dickinson, before his death, bad received many anonymous 
threatening letters ; from everjlthing which I can understand, he seemed to be expect- 
ing death. There was also such a thing as this connected with it : a man meets another 
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OH tlie roart, and is told in conTfirsation that if thej could kill Captain Dickinson and 
liimself it wo|ild give them the State— referring to tbo demouracy, 

(' lestion Who was that man T 

Jnawer The one who was told that was Mr. Livingstou. 

Qiteaftoa Who niad^ that statement t* him T 

Aitsieci I am. not acquainted with him; I do not know his name. 

Qaentfoii Do yon know who he was T 

Avsicet t-o Hir. 

Quest on Do yon know by whom he was authorized to speak T 

insirct ^o sir. 

Qae»i!on You do not know what the man's name Is t 

Ansau No sir: he was a stranger to Mr. LiviD^bon. Thisoonrred bnt afewdaya 
before Cant ini Dickinson was shot: the man said he lived in Gadsden County, and 
said that he had heard that the i>eopIe in Mariauna were threatening to kill Dickinson. 

Quesbon lour si^tement is baaed npou the statements of somebody else, of an 
unknown man f 

AviwiCT. Yes, sir ; but there wore varioua threats of that Idnd that I do not now 
reeoUefit, either who made them, or where they were made ; I know they occurred 
throughout the couiltry ; sometimca in the western part of the State. 

Qaesiioit, Have yon ever lived in Jackson County I 

Aneu!^. No, sir. 

Qaestian. How far from it has been your residence f 

Ansitier. In the a^oining county. 

yMesfioB. Have you any personal knowledge of the. disturbances there T 

Ansictr. I have not. 

Question. You have said, in answer to a question by the chairman of this committee, 

that jou believed iu the existence of a political oi^nizatior "- ' -' ■■'--'■■■-■■■ 

will now askyouOie facts upon which your belief is based, 
belongs to such an organization t 

Answer. No, air. 

Queslion. Did yon ever see a band of tho^men yourself T 

Answer. No, sir. 

QuesUon. Did you ever see any men in tJiJs State who were disguised ? 

Aiisteer. No, sir. 

QuesiioJi. Have you knowledge of any case in which the testimony has developed the 
esistence of such an oi^uization ? 

AnsKer. So, sir. 

Question. Does, then, what you have stated as your belief rise to more than a mere 
suspicion that sncb things may be T 

Amtcer. I think it does. 

QiKStion. Are you able now to give us a salient fact to support the belief yon have 
expressed f I understand you to say that yon do not know such an organization exists, 
but that yon believe it ? 

Artswer. I have not said that I know it, but I have said that I believe it. These 
numerous deaths and outrages, occurring as they do, the numerous threats that have 
been mJide, and the fact that men have acknowledged it frequently in conversation. 

Qfitsiioif. Did any man ever acknowledge it to you f 

jJnstccr. Yes, sir; I think so, 

Qnestion. Name one who did so I 

Answei: I cannot state now any names that I can recollect. 

Qiie$tion. Give ns the name and residence of any_ person you can think of who has 
made such an acknowledgment to you. Did you ever know a case in tbi: State where 
there was violent resistance to the service of legal process fi'om the courts t 

Ansioei: I never was present at such a case. 

^Mesliflii. Can you state any such eaae t 

Answer. None to my personal knowledge. 

QtiesUmi. Do you not know that tiiroughout this State all civil process can readily be 
served? 

Ansjrer. I think that generally, through the State, it can. 

Question. I understand that the governor of the State has the power to appoint all 
the officers whose dnty it wonld be to issue process and to serve it t 

Ansirer. Yea, sir. 

©BegiioB. Tnat governor is Mr. Harrison Eced 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did he come to Florida f 

Anstcer. In 1365, 1 think. 

Qtiesluni. Since the war! 

Answer. I think he came to this place during the war. 

Question. I understand that yon yourself came from the State of Uaiuef 

Ansvier. Yes, sir. 
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QaeaHon. Wheu did you come to Florida ! 

Anmer. In 1866. 

Queslimi. What was ymir occupation before yon eame here T 

Attswer. I canio Lere from the military service of the United States. 

Qi^Um. Did you lose an ftrm in that service 1 

Av^mer. Yea, sii'; at Wincbestor, Virgiaia. 

Quealiow. Siuce you liavo heeu here, have you met with Jiny personal injury, any 
BBsanlt, ut the hauda of any of the people here ! 

Antwer. Yes, sir ; I was assaulted one day in the town of Qniuey. 

Question. How long ago, and by whom ! 

Amicer. It was the latter part of March, on the very day that Yerty was killed in 
CalhouD County, on a Sanday, and it was by a man of the name of Jones. 

Qiifsfion. It was a personal difBonlty J 

AiitKer. No, sir. 

QMition. What was his asaault on yon for on Sunday 1 

Ansicer. I was passing along on the street to the post-oEB.ce ; the mail had just come 
in, and I was going to the post-office for my rami. When within about ten yards of 
the post-office door this tnaa stood in the middle of the street, and as I passed him he 
Btruck the rim of my hirt with what proved afterward to be a largo bowie-knife, 
although when ho struck me I did not know what it was. I turned around and asked 
him what he meant. He said it ivas to mate me recognize a gentleman when 1 passed 
him. I told him very well ; that I would endeavor to do so when I did pass one ; where- 
upon he caught me hy the coDar and presented this knife at me. He is a very bitter 
raau, who had not spoken to me for two years. We never had bad any words, but we 
never had. been on social terms. " This was the first time he had spoken to me for two 

Qaestimi. Was he intoxicated? 

Ansirrer. No, sir ; he is a niau who never drinks at all. It was at the time the trial 
of Mr. Allison was going on at Tallahasae. He said that I would have to leave that 
borgh, as he called it ; that I was the cause of thi? troops coming there, &c. 

Queiiiott, Allison was the man who you say wished to raise a disturbance on election 
day? 

Aiimi-e>: Yes, air. 

Qaenlum. On what day was that, and in what year ? 

AnsKer. It was in November, 1870. 

QuegtUm. And this trouble you now speafe of was when 1 

Anavter. In the latter part of March, ISJl. 

Question. Was this man a friend of Allisonf 

Aitewer. Political friend ; that is all I know. 

Queation. You believe his assault upon you was caused by his feeling growing out of 
that trial I 

Amwer. Ho said so. 

Quoiiott. Did you ever have anything done to him for that 1 

jMiwer No, sir. 

Qaeatiott. Yon never had him indicted 1 

Antaei: No, sir. 

QaetlUm. IM you over have him bound over ? 

Aitswer. Ho, sir. When he drew his knife on me, I told him that he had the advan- 
tage of me then, bat that I would be glad to meet him on favorable terms. I also sug- 
gested that the Sabbath day was not a time for settling such matters, and after a time 
Ee seemed to take the same view of it himself. He went away, and I went into the 
post-office and got my mwl. He left the State a day or two afterward. However, I 
should not have taken any steps against him. 

Question. You felt secure in your own power of self-defense 7 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation. Wnat was done in Allison's ease ? 

Ansicer, He was indicted, tried, and convicted ; and then ho obtained a new trial. 

Question. Is his case now pending ? 

Attswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon say he was convicted 1 

Anamer. Yes, sir. 

QueHion. And a new trial was granted because of some error in the proceedings ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the offense for which he was indicted f 

Anguw. It was an offense charged under some clause of the enforcement act; I forget 
now which ; it was an indictment in the United States conrt. 

questiou. Were you a witness in that case ? 

Ansiver, I was ; but I had not been at the time this affair occurred of which I have 
spoken. 
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Qiic-'iliaii, Wlio appoints yniir prosecTitiag officers tlirou.jrhout tUe State; ivliatdo you 
call theiUj district attomeyB ! 
Jnsicer. State's a.ttovuey9. 
(jHe(lioi(. You liave an attorney general fov the State ! 

Quvition. And you liave Bub-attomoja under bim tlirongliont tbe State i 

AnaKer. Yes, sit; a State's attorney in each judicial district. 

QafstUnt. By -wljoni are those State's attorneys appointed ! 

Ansixer. By tlio governor. 

Qneslion. ts the attorney general appointed by tbe governor T 

A)i»icer. Yes, sir. 

Qiieation. You say that jon are uoiv speaker of the bouse of repreeentatives of this 
State f 

Ansmer. Yes, eir. 

Qveslion, What otber offices have you held in the State! 

Ansaer. I was a Burean ofiicer for some time. 

Queilion. An officer of tbe Freedineu'a Buicau T 

Imwer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation. For bow long f 

Anginer. For two years. 

Quealion. Where were you then located T 

.insider. At Qnincy. 

Quetliort. And after that what was your position I 

Aftewer. I was surveyor general of tlie State. 

QueaH&n. Is that an appointment of the governor T 

Jneicer. Ho, sir ; that is an appointment under the United States Government. 

QueaUen. Do you hold that office stillf 

Aitswer. Yes, sir. 

QueetU)tt. Is that the only office you hold 1 

Avsirer. That and tbe position of speaker of the house of representatives of the State 
legislatore. 

Qa^tUnt. You say the governor came here after the war f 

Answer. I think be came hero during tbe war. 

Question. He was not a native of Florida* 

Answer. Ho, eir. 

QaesUon. Who is your State comptroller f 

An^rer. Robert H. Gamble. 

Questioa. Where itbes he live ! 

Jnsicec. At Tallahassee, the capital of the State. 

QaeelUm. Have yon a State treasurer! 

Atiaicer. Yes, sit. 

Qaeetion, Are both those officers appointed by tbe governor ! 

Anatuei: Yes, sir. 

Question. Bscejiting this assault upon you on a Sunday by tbe man Jones, you have 
not been personalty injured iu any way smce you have been in Florida ! 

Answer. No, sir. 

QaeaiioA. What was his tirst name 1 

Ansteer. His name is T. P. Jones. 

Qaeatioti. When you had that election, and the majority was ont down trom the 
causes you have stated, whom did you elect to the legislature f 

Ansiem; Frederick HUl, Harry Crews, and myself. 

QuesiioB. Were you all white men I 

Amtcer. Ho, sir; tbe other two were colored men. 
_ Quotum. Two colored men and yourself were elected to tbe legislature at that elec- 

Answer. Yes, eir. 

Qaeeiion. You ejoke of the apparent organization of those men who blocked the polls 

nn t!,o+ .1—. t „„ii ^1,1. ^ — ^t,„+v.„„ *i. — » .|gu ^^ Organization of the black 

... , _, over in a body and march regu- 

Ansicer. Ho, sir; not to my knowledge ; I saw nothing of the kind. 

QueitioH. Were you present f 

Ansteer. Yes, sir; all day. 

QucgiUm. Yon eay they did not come over in a body 7 

Answer. No, sir; not that I saw at all, 

Queatioit. You say that certain arrests were made of Allison and sornobody else t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wore tliey made by the United States marshal* 

AMwer. Yes, sir. 

QueBUtm. Who is the United States majBhal * 
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AMwer Sherman Conaut. 

Question Wis he there present, or did bis deputies make the arrest ? 

Answer He was not pre^nt at that time. 

QuesUon When did the marshal come to Florida t 

An^irer In 186Ji, to the best of ujy kuowtedge. 

Qjiestuya Where ditl lie come from f 

Answei I think Massachusetts is his native State. 

Quesium What is the proportion of blacks and whites in the town of Quincy, where 
thiseleefioQ was heldt 

Annua Ofvoters? 

Question Yes ; you spoke of 1,400 being the entire poll. 

Artsine) I said there were about 1,400 blacks, and about 1,000 whites, in the county. 

Ouestioa Tou said that iu the town of Qnincy the proportion uf blacks was muuh 
gieiter 

Answer Yes, sir. 

Question What was the proportion in the town of Quincy T 

Anai ir The town itself is very small, but the precincts around the town are thickly 
settled 

((Htsiion The vote of the town is not separated from tho vote of those precincts f 

Ansmet No sir. 

( lesUon What is the voteof the precinct in which the town isincludefl? 

A iswer Onr precincts are not regularly divided off, but those present that day, I 
iih uld judge were about 800 blacks and 500 whites, to the best of my judgment. 

Question What is the population of Jackson County? 

Answer It is larger than that of Gadsden County In population, hut just about liow 
much I am not informed. 

Qaeslioa Do you know the relative vote of the different colors I 

Aasuier There is a larger proportion of blacks in that county. 

Qaeslwn The hlaoks are in the minority in Jackson County 1 

Ansiver Yes sir. 

Question And have a lai^er proportion of votes there than in the other county 1 

Anamer Yes sir; than iu Oadsden County. 

Question Yon cannot give the precise flguresf 

Aimvfr Ho sir. 

Question lou mentioned the case of a ferryman who was shot by the river side. 

Answer Yes sir. 

Question. Wis that in the day-timeT 

Answer It was about 12 o'clock at noon, high noon. 

Question It was in the day-time I 

Answer Yes sir. 

Qatslum Do you know how many men were engaged in the assault on him 1 

Answer There were three or four of them. 

Qiestton Is it known who they were f 

Ansuier I do not know, but I think it is known; they are uuknown to mc ; lam 
not acquainted wiih them. 

Qaeslio i Wis that in a wild and thinly settled part of the country T 

Answer It was. 

Question Have you had any of those persons indicted t 

AnautJ No sir. 

QueetioH. Will you tell me why it is that, with the entire machinery of the State in 
the hands of the party with which you act, from the governor down, you do not indict 
these parties for these murders f 

Answer. Just simply because-^ — 

QneatUni. I will also add, with the United States tribunals here, with ofEcers who, I 
suppose, desire to bring these parties to justice. 

Anstrer. I do not think the State government, or the republican party, has any more 
control in Jackson County now than if they did not exist. 

Question. Yet the governor has the nomination of those ofEcers who control it I 

Aneieer. They woulil shoot them and kill them as iiist as they could be appointed, 
unless such were appointed as they would recommend. 

Question. I have asked you the question, and you can answer it. 

Answer. The Government has actually no power in that County; the courts hare no 

Sower there, from the bast information I have. And, as a general thing, more than 
alf of thejurorsaremenwhodonot seem disposed to check these things. 
Question. Have yon not, in this State, the power to change the venue, ■^ftere the 
prosecuting officer has reason to believe a fair trial will not be reached ? 
Answer. I think not on tho part of the State. 
QuesUon. That power lies only with the defendant T 
Answer. Yes, sir : I think so. 
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Queation. Yon aay jour law does not permit a cliango of venue on behalf of tlie 
prosecntion f 

Jnsicer. I think not ; that ia the best of my knowledge now, and I am pretty positive 
tbut it does not. 

Qiteition. I presume your United Statos jurioa ato summoued by your marshal f 

Aneiner. Yes, sir. 

QHegtion. Where does tbe Uuited States conrt ait t 

Amn'er. At this plac^e, at Tallahassee, aud also at Penaaoola. 

Qualioii. You have spoken of Jackson County; is there any otter portion of the 
State which yoa would place in the same category as that as to its anarchical condi- 

Aamcer. Not that I have so much knowledge of as I have of that couniy, becanso 
that adjoins the one in which I live. 

Qnealion. Having been agent of the Freedmen's Bureau; being now the speaker of 
the house of representatives of this State ; having lived here siuoe le66, 1 will ask yoa 
wketlier you have confined your statements to the county of Jackson, or do yoa extend 
them to other portions of the State ; and, if so, to what portions^ 

A'BSKer. So far as my knowledge goes, that county is the only one entirely and effect- 
ually in the hands of a mob ; it is virtually under the control of a lawless band of 

jQiieafion. How, about these manuscripts which you have given in evidence here; 
this gentleman, Mr. Dickinson, I find, by an esammation of this affidavit, was a jus- 
tice of the peace ; had he any other ofBce than that t 

Ansjoer. Not that I know of, except that of clerk of the court. 

QaesUim. You knew that be was a justice of the peace T 

Anmner. Yes, sir ; I think I was aware that he was, 

Question. All these papers were found on his pei'son t 

Anemer. Not on bia person, but among bis personal effects. 

Qiieation. Tou know nothing more of them than that fact ! 

Anmver. That is all. 

Qaeiium. Did you know Samael Fleishman, whose name ia signed to this affidavit 1 

AnauKT. I knew him before be was killed. 

QtieaHcH. Was he also killed ! 

Anaicer. Tes, sir. 

QueeUm. WhenT 

A'na'aer. A fevr days after that afBdavit was made. 

QaesWrn. Do yon know hy whom he was killed! 

AitiKer. No, air. 

Qiteslion. Was it known by whom he was killed? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

QueiSmi. These memoranda came from the personal effects of Mr. Dicldnson ! 

Amvier. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything about what they mean t 

Answer. Only from their contents and from conversation with him and others. 

Question. Are the fact-s there atated within your knowledge in any way at alll 

AMieer. Not within my personal knowledge ; I was not present in the county. 

Question. You merely furnished these papers, at the request of the chairman, as papers 
foand ill this gentleman's possession at the time of bis death t 

Ansaier. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairmah ; 
Question. In his possession, and in his handwriting ? 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bayard ; 

Qaeitkm. Yon spoke of some desperado or rowdy there T 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Quesii^m. Who was he ? 
ATismer. A man by the name of Lot. 
QueeHoa. Who killed Yerty T 
AnsKer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And was suspected of having something to do with the assassination of 
Dickinson 1 
Ausiiter. He was accredited with that. 
Qae»tion. Have attempts been made to capture himi 
Amwer, I suppose there have been. 
Question. Has process been sued out against him f 
Answer. Not to my knowledge ; I have heard so. 
Question. Was it quite well koown by you and by gentlemen of your circle of ac- 
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qnaintBnee and political Eentiment tliat this mau was suspected of complicitj in tliese 
ofinies ; was it quite notorious f 
Aueieer. He has a notorious chai-acter tliroughout the State, and has borno it for some 

QttegUon. You do not know whether any steps have been taken to bring him to 
justice before the tribunals of this State or of the United States? 
JwsKer. Not to my personal kuowledge. 
Qiieatlm. Do you know whether he is in the State at all 1 
Answer. I do not. 

Qweaiion. You spoke of a supposed sympathy with hlra in his wiyked acts, and illns- 
trated it by saying that some persons liad said they would give him their best horse. 
Did any one ever say so to jou, or do you know of yonr own knowledge who did 
soy so J 
Atiawer. JTo, sir ; I do not. 

QneaHoii. In speaking of these matters are you doing more than repeating the rumora 
which come to yon second-baud ? 
Aimcer. It is information to me. 

Qaeslion. Are you able to give the name of a single maji in the State who said he 
would give that man his best horse t 
AnstDsr. No, sir ; I could not give the name of any man who said so. 
QuesHon. You have been informed that men had said so f 
Aiisfner. Yes, sir. 

QaestUitt. Withont knowiug who the men were ; is that the fact f 
Amvim: YtB, sir. Those espressious were so frequent that 1 do not know that I 
would ask who the men were who made use of them. 

Question. I asked you if you knew, in order that we might be atilo to tell whether 
those men were responsible men, or some such characters as Lot himself. 
Aneufo: I understand yonr object. 

QufstiOH. That is my reason for asking you ; njid I understand you to say tliat you 
are unable to tell me T 
Anavier. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Qvfstion. What was the feeling among the democratic part of the community, the 
massesof them, in respect to the killing of these men; what was their feeling, mani- 
fested either by conversation or through the press I 

Amvitr. So fai aa my knowledge estentU, there was an espressiou of approval 
throughout, CKcept some few expressions of regret that it should have been done. I 
will say that the usual espression was one of approval. The press approved it in this 
way : they said it was done for money, and gave other excuses. The editor of the 
Quincy Journal stated, when the affair first occurred, that it was a political murder. 
Afterward, in his paper, he asserted most positively that it was not politicaL 
Question. Did he intimate who had committed the murder ! 
Anmver. No, sir. 

Qaealwn. Or tha kind of person who bad done it* 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr, Bayakd ; 

QaesHim. You were asked by the chairman whether the democrats expressed a gen- 
eral joy over these assassinations. Can you give the name of a democrat there who 
did express joy over them? 

Answer. I would not want to give the name of any man who expressed joy. 

Queslion. You hoard tho question of the chairman, and I understood yon to reply in 
the affirmative, I want to know something more accurately about these things. I 
consider that a man who would do that would stand before the public very much 
discredited, and I do not desire to hear such a wholesale charge as that made without 
some specification. 

Answer. It is almost impossible to describe these things, they are done in such a 

Qaeetim. I think, having made the answer you did to thechairman, that it is proper 
you should answer my question more specificaUy. 
Answer. I could not give tho name of any particular person who rejoiced at those 



Qiiestion. Did you ever hear any such expression yourself from any one? 

Aniwer. I have heard men talk of it and give general excuses for it, or rather en- 
deavor to turn it off on something else, saymg that some negro killed the man. I have 
lieard others say that the radicals had him killed for political effect. I say that those 
things are done for a purpose ; I do not call it i^oicing. 

Question. Is that the kind of statements that you meant yon had heard made when 
you gave your reply to the question of the chairman? 
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AiUKer. Yes, sir. 

Qaesiioii. You do not mean that you had heaid any justification or excuse offered for 
the act itself, for the killioR of the meni 
Ansiiter. No, sir; only in that indirect way. 

Quealioa. Do you mean to aay that the excuse was that a man was kiUod for money, 
for rolihery t 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, la that what jou mean by ita being an eicnse, a palliation ! 
Aniieer. Yea, sir. I have reason to believe and know that no man actnally believed 
that Bickinaon waa murdered for any other reason than because be held the political 
position he did. 

QuestiflB. That is your opiniottgivenhereof what you believe the opinion of other 
tteople to be. The chairman has gone further, and asked yon as to facta existing ia 
your comnianity. Yon gave at first a certain affirmation to his question, which, I ad- 
mit, was one plainly put for the parpoee of being answered in that way. 

Anaicci: Yon nnderstand tlMit my reason for thinking so is the liglit espreskioiis tJiat 
are made nse of in that way. 

QaesUoK. Not to do yon injnatioe, or to allow you to misnnderetand me about it, I 
will ask if you mean that it is your belief that the man waa killed because of his polit- 
ical opinions ? 
Answer. Yea, air. 

Question. And you say that other men of the opposite party say it was not so, but 
that he was assassinated for his money ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Ques(ioB. Or assassinated by some negro, or killed for some other reason than the 
one you believe to have been the reason J 
AnsaieF. Yes, sir. 

QmslUttt. I understand you to say that the giving of snch reasons is held by you to 
be an escuse. on their part for the crime ! 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That ia theestent of your meaning? 
JiMWW. Yea, sir. 

Question. That pnta a very different phase upon it from what your answer did to the 
question in the first instance. 
Answer. I have endeavored to explain what I meant. 

By the CnAiRMiN ; 
Quegtion. Do I understand yon correctly to aay that, in your opinion, these excuses 
that were made, or the reasons that were assigned, were not real, and were not felt to be 
real, and were not believed by those who made them, but were pat forward in a (riv- 
olons, trivial, and altogether insincere tocef 

Anttcer. Yes, air ; that was my iaterptetation of the remarks that were made. There 
were farther espfessiona ; some asserTed that be was killed by a negro man becanse of 
femiliarity with his wife. All those things were said simply to make the injury worse 
by casting an imputation upon his reputation. I call it rejoicing In that way. 

QuesUoH. You conid understand from the tone and manner of x)eopIe in speaking of 
a tranaaction of that kind whether they were regretting it or, whether they were, in 
&ct, glad that it had been done. There was no mistaking what the feeling of men is 
when they are talking in that way t 

Answer. That is ray reason for giving my opinion, based on the expressions and the 
manner of expression. 

Qaesiion. In such caaes a great deal more depends upon the manner of expression, 
Bometimes, than upon the particular language used f 
Amwer. Yea, air. 

Question. Youspoke of this proceeding againat Allison in the Federal court t 
Answa: Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that proceeding nnder what ia called the enforcement act f 
Anweer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeetiou. Had yon been examined as a witness when Jones attacked you with a knife ! 
Answer, I had not. 

Qnes^on. Were you subsequently examined ! 
AnexBsr. Yes, air. 

By Mr. Scofieed : 
Question. The court was about sitting where that case was to be tried 7 
AJtsicer. Yes, sir ; I suppose I had been examined before the grand jury, but not be- 
fore tho conrt. This was a iliy or two before the court met. 

QmoKob. And there was some excitement in j'onr town about the case that was to 
come before the oonrt the next day I 
Answer. Yea, sir ; the only astomshing thing to me about it was that men who pro- 
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fessed tobamen in favor of lawand orderstood there, aljout twelve or fifteen of them, 
and tliere waw not a hand raised to stop it. I just Lrovtbeat tie man off by t^liiiii' 
ixisa that 1 nas not afraid of him, and that I would meet him at aoy time He sibiS 
that he had had difficulty in finding me; that ho had been looking for ne tor somo 

By the CHAiRMisr; 
Quetlion. Was it true that there had been any difSenlty in finding yoal Had yon 
been concealed at all, or had you been goinft aboat publicly ? 

Anwier, I had beon poing about publicly except at night. I had not exposed inysalf 
at night since lust election. 
Qaestian. Why uotf 

Jiisicer. Jnst from tho state of things there. 
(}aeslioa. Yoa tfonsider it nnsafe to do so ! 

Anttver. Yob, sir; my greatest fears were of men from this couuty of Jackson. I was 
Informed by the Bheriff of that cciunty that four men had been over and bad offered 
their services to the citizens of Qaincy, if tbey wanted to get rid of any man — bad of- 
fered to do it for them ; and they bad been told there that there was no sach work for 
them to do, and tbey bad then gone back to Jackson County. The sheriff is a con- 
servative man, a democrat, and a very business-like man. He iuforroed me of this, 
and I thought it prudent for me not to expose myself to marauders passing arooud 
through tne countiy. 
By Mr. Batard : 
QiiesUon. Yon refeir to those of yonr own cotintyT 
Ansjuer, Yes, air. 

By tho Chairman: 
Qaeation. Yon have been asked about Dickinson ; how long before liis death bad bo 
been appointed clerk I 
Answer. He was appointed immediately after the deafb of Dr. Finlayson, in 1SC9. 
Question. Previous to that time had he been a justice of the peace? 
Answer. I think so ; I am not so very familiar with the organization of that county. 
QiKetion. Have you any information that yon deem relialHe in regard to the orguni- 
zatiou I have been iuc[Uiring about, as to its character, or tbo manner in which it is 
bound togethei' ? 
Ansmer. So, sir; I have .not. 

Question. Do you know whether its members are bound together by oath t 
Answer. I do not know personally. 

QuseUon. 1 do not ask of your own personal knowledge alone, bat whether you have 
inrormatiou that you deem reliable. 
Answer. Only rumor. 

QaeHUm. Yon have been asked in regard to the state of things outside of Jackson 
County. Have there been violations of law in other parts of the State f 
AnsKBT. I have beard of them frequently. 
QvestUm. But not to the same extent as in Jackson County ! 
Answer. No, air. 

QiiesiioM. Do yon know what effect the passage of what is known as the Kii-Klus 
bill of Congress has had ? 
Answer, ft has bad a very qnieting effect ; a very salutary effect, 1 think. 
Qveeiion. You have told ns that you were an agent of the Freedmen's Bureau ; how 
long did you act in that capacity f 
Answer. For two years. 

Qti^twn. So far aa yon could observe, what was the effect of tho Freedmen's Bureau 
in its operations, favorable or unfavorable 1 
Answer. Very favorable; it seemed t<) me to be an indispensable organization at that 

Question. Do you think it was just aud equitable both tfl the colored and the white 

Answer. Yes, sir ; equally so in regulating the sjst«m of labor. 
By Mr. Bayard: 

Question. When Allison was tried, how was bis jury composedf 

Answer. Do you mean were they black or white f 

Qaekion. Yes. 

Answer. Eeally, I caunot say ; there were some black men and some white men upon 
the jury. To tho best of my recoUectiou there were more white than black men on 
the July; I kuow that both colora were on the jury. 



db,Google 



94 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IK THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Jacksonville, Florida, JfwKcmi.fr 10, 1871. 

EMANUEL FORTUNE (colored) sworn and csamiaed. 
By the Chairman : 

Quesiiott. Slate yonr age, where you were born, where you now live, and what is 
yonr ocenpatiira ! 

Answer. I am going on thirty-aiao years old; I was born in Jackson Couuty, in this 
State, and I now live in Jockaonville. 1 work at the carpenter's trade now when I 
work ; I waa formerly a shoemaker, but I do not follow that now on account of my 
health ; I am a common laborer, not much more. 

Qaesliim. When did you leave Jackaon Coiintv ! 

Anmer. In May, 1E69. 

Question. Why did you leave there T 

Answer. There gut to h« such a state of lawlessness and outrage that I expected that 
my life waa in danger at all times, and I left on that account ; in fact I got, indirectly, 
information very ofCen that I would be missing some da.v and no one would know 
where 1 -was, on account of my being a leading man in politics, and taking a \em ac- 
tive part in it. That was the cause of my being very oiinoiious to the people; Iwaa 
one of the most prominent men in that county; I was really the only ouethat didgo 
through all the combats that were fonglit with. Major Furmau and Mr. Hainiltou iu or- 
ganizing the party Ibere. 

QitestWM. Is that Mr. Hamilton the one who was lately yonr member of Congress ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qatstian. Do you know anything about the Ku-Klux organization there T 

Answer. I do not know anything personally ; I have never seen any, but I believe 
they are there as mack as I believe auythiiig. There is a man who saw two disguised 
men there about eight feet high, in the mooulight', sitting in a place where tkey finally 
killed a man. 

Qiustion. Who was it that they killed J 

JuBUW. Calvin Rogers. 

QaeaUon. Was he colored or white ! 

Ansaer. He was a colored man. 

Question, Had there been any men killed in your county before yon left ! 

Ansteer. Yes, sir; several were killed; Dr.Finlayson was killed for one, and Major 
PiirmaB was shot at the some time ; three men were called out of their doors and shot ; 
some were shot throngh the cracks of the houses, and others as they were going into 
the houses. I do not remember their names, buttberewereagreat many cases of that 
kind before I left ; I was told by my friends that there were men staying around my 
place as though for no good purpose ; I expected that my days were very few, and I 
thoncht I wonld leave for a while; I did not expect to raoveftom tbero wheul 
left, unt It kept gettingworse; my parents wrote mo not to come back: I started oueo 
and got back as fat as Live OEik, and met a friend there who told me that there was a 
TOW just over the river, and that the same band of men had killed a prison-guard and 
two citizens; I came back, and soon got letters from my friends not to go back there at 
all. 

QaeHion. Did yon ever get any written notice to leave t 

Anmeer. Not by name; I did with others; it was addressed to Major Purman& Co., 
and I considered myself included. 

Question. Did yon ever hold any official position t 

Ansieer. 1 was then a member of the legislature, and in 1868 I was a member of the 
constitutional convention. 

Qvesti<m. And subsequently a member of the legislature t 

Answer. Yes, sir; 1 was a member of the legislature fWim that county upon the reor- 
ganization of the State government. 

Qsmtion. Did you ever hear any threats from any quart-er going to show that you 
or yonr race were in danger? 

A«8weT. I cannot say that I have heard that my race was in danger, bnt I have beard 
that " those damned politicians should be got rid of;" it was a kind of indirect ex- 
pression made by the crackers, &e. 

Qaesiion. Did you hear any expression in reference to your people having a right to 

Atmicer. Yes, sir; I have had a great many arguments in reference to that. They 
would argue very strongly against it. I woul talk very liberally with tliem, and they 
generally respected me to my fa«e. I have bad a great many arguments with them, 
and they always spoke very bitterly against it. 

Question. What language would they ui " 
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Question. Did ;fou hear ench language as tbat used ! 

Aimiier. Yes, sir ; I heard it used privately, and I also heard the puhlio speakers nse 
it. Mr. Barnes, who ran against Colonel Hamilton for Congress, made a very bitter 
speecb. of that kind on the puhlic stand ; he said that this was a white man's govera- 
ment, and that colored men had no rights that white men were bound to respect. 

QiKOtiiya. Did he call them colored men I 

Anmver. No, sir ; be said " niggers." 

Qaeaiiott. How has it been in other connties in the State besides Jactsoii ? 

Answer, I oould hear rumors of diiBonlties in Columbia County and in Alachua 
Connty. 

Queelion, Have you seen persons from those counties ? 

An»wer. I think there are persons living here to-day who had to flee from Columbia 
County, and also from other counties. They talk with me and tell me of their diffl.- 
culties, but I do not know them again when I see them. There will be some witnesses 
here from Colntnbia County who can inform you about that. 

Qaegiiott. What was the feeliDg in Jackson County in regard to your people having 
their freedom I 

Answer. It was a very strong feeling of opposition, but then that feeling seemed to 
have died out. They then adopted their bogas constitution, and had everything they 
wanted and became reconciled. After the reorganization of the State they twcame 
very much opposed to the rights of anffr^e ; that seemed to make them very bitter ; 
they took everything better than that. 

QveatUni. What is the feeling in respect to your people voting? 

Ansicsi: They are generally opposed to it ; they speak bitterly against it. 

Qriestion. How do they regard youc people getting laud and owning it for them- 
selves ! 

Answer. Well, they generally do not interfere with them much, not in that line. 

Queaiian. Are they ready to sell them land 1 

Answer. No, sir; they will not sell laud; we have to purchase land from the Gvivern- 
ment, or from the State, otherwise wo cannot get it. They do not sell our people any 
land; they have no disposition to do so. They will sell them a lot now and then in a 
town, but nothing of any importance. 

§iiej(ion. Have yon ever known of anybody in Jackson being punished for any of 
these Crimea ? 

Answer. Not one. 

Queslion. Why has it not been done ; what is tbe difBeulty in the way of doing it ! 

Ansv)er. No one could ever anticipate who did these things; that was the grand 
reason ; everybody would wonder who did it ; it was always done in such a way that 
no one conld state who did it. As a general thing if they suspicioned a man, either 
the officers or any of ns, they would always arrange the testimony so as to prove that 
he was at such and such a place at the very time the thing was done. They are 
perfectly organized. 

. Question. Are you satisfied from your own knowledge, ov from reliable information, 
that there is an organization which commits these killings and other injuries of which 
yon speak T 

Amwer. I am perfectly satisfied of that in my own Judgment. 

Quesiion. What is the purpose of that organiaation, do jou Euppose ? 

Answer. Well, the object of it is to kill oat the leading men of the republican party; 
that is all I know. They have never attacked any one but those who have beensome- 
what prominent in the party, men who have taken prominent stands. They generally 
respected me very much ; I always conducted myself genteelly amons them. Captain 
Dickinson, who got killed there, said to me a year ago, when he was down here jittend- 
ing to the census, " Fortune, yon could go back to Jackson County and live if you 
wonld; you would not be bnrt." I saiil, "Could I go back there and be a freeman as 
I was when I was there before ; to use freedom of speecb and act m politics as any 
man would want with his ojvit people — will I be sate to do that!" He said, "No, you 
will not ; you will have to abandon that if yon go back." 

Question. Did you livein that county before the wart 

Answer. I was bom and raised there, 

QueslioM. Had you been a slave t 

Ansicer. I was. 

QuisiioH. How much ediication have you ? 

Answer. None, only what I have got by my own perseverance. 

Question. Did you get that before the war, or since emancipation T 

Atuuier. I learned to read betbre the war; since the war I have learned to write. 

Question. What is the feeling In regard to colored schools T 
, Answer. I do not rightly know how it is now. At the outset, after freedom, they 
disturbed onr schools a great.deal, until we raised a kind of baud to protect onr schools. 
Wo complained to the marshal several times, but he did not do anything. They were 
afraid at that time of a difSeulty with ua, and tbej subdued their own fellows who 
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were iDterfering with lis; tbey got scared. We have not been interfered, with in the 
school lino since. Tliey were mistreating our children, stoning thcni, and talked about 
mobbing the teachers, and all aneh aa that j that was betbre tli« right of sufirage was 

QvesUini. Where have yoar teachers come from f 

Anm>er. We have had no teachers there only such as we could get around, there. 

QueaU<m. Of yonr otcn color, mostly ? 

Answer, No, eir ; they were white. At that time we had a man from New Orleans, 
I tliiuk ; I Ao not Icnaw certainty where he was from ; he woa not a good man, any way, 
and he did not stay very long. After that several companies detailed soldiers to tuach 
for us while they had nothing else to do in their quarters. 

Question. You say the teachers at the time were a great deal molested and disturbed f 

Anma: At the outset, yes, sir. We never had any public soliools, ouly private 
school^sncli as tre could get up for ourselves; the Government had not done anything 
for us m the way of schools. Befbre 1 came from there we got up our own schools, 
got our teachers, aqd paid for them ourselves. 

Qaestion. How were yonr churches kept np 1 

Atisicer. They did not interfere with the churclies at all. 

Question. Were yonr preachers interfered with at all t 

Answer. Ko, air ; they were never molested that I know of, until recently I heard a 
rumor that one or two of them have beeu shot at or shot, I do not kuow whioh ; I have 
never heard the straight of it. 

By Mr. Batard : 

Qtuation. When you speak of" the ontset" do you mean just after the war closed t 
AnmMr. Yes, sir. 

QtieaUoii. Have you had any trouble during the last three years or so, ftom interfer- 
ence with your children goisg to school, &c. 1 
Answer. So, sir. 
Qae*tio«. What were the ages of the people by whom your children were interfered 



■. Tes, B 

Question. That was tlie interference yon speak oft 

Anttt'cr. Yes, sir. 

QueBiiOH. Did yon ever have any interference from grown people 7 

Anawo", None from grown men; tbei* might be some few men, about twenty-one or 
so, but they were considered only older boys. 

QaestiOTt. They stopped iu 1868, and yoa have had nothiag of the kind in the last 
two or three years I 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You spoke of the difficulty of obtaining land ; is it not very abundant in 
Florida t 

Answei; Yes, sir.. 

Question. And cheap T 

Answer. Not very cheap. 

Qnestion. If you wanted to buy a farm what could you get a pretty good farm for 
hei'e ; how much an acre f 

Aitncer. Cultivable land over there was generally worth from ten to fifteen dollars 



Question. Wliat did you get Government lands for T 

Anmeer. I think the Stafe Jauds were one dollar and a quarter an acre. 

QseHion. And you could obtain lands for Low much under the homestead lawl 

Answer. 1 have forgotten the terms of the homestead law ; but a great many of our 
people take op homesteads. 

Question. Can yon buy all the good lauds you want for ten or fifteen dollars an acre t 

AnaiDer. Very poor peopio cannot afibrd that. 

Queslimi. Yon can get it if you have the money f 

Answer. They will not sell it in small quantities. I would have boacht forty acres 
there if the man would have sold me less than a whole tract. They hold it in that 
vaj so that colored people cauDot buy it. 

Qaestiott. Do you think it is held so that they cannot buy it, or does tlie set of build- 
ings on a farm make too big a piece for a poor man to buy 7 

Answer. No, sir; the quarters are excluded from the cultivable land. The lands wo 
cultivate, generally, are swamp, or hommock, or lowlands. 

Question. There is an objection to selling small quantities of landt 
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Angteer. Tes, sir ; and that is really the great obstacle in the way of colored people 
getting land. 

Queatioa. Is there not plenty of other land to bny ? 

Aneiner. Not that is worth anything ia that connty. I do not know of any Govern- 
aient land there that Tf ill raise cotton. 

Queation, How abont othor parts of Florida T 

Ansieer. I do not know ahout other parts ; I helievc in eome other eoiuitiea they do 
better. For instance, in Marion Conuty and iu Alachua Connty they get hotter laml6 
there as homesteads than in other counties. But the homesteads in Jackson Couutj 
are of no account at all — very poor. 

QuesUon. The good lands aro all ocenpied T 

Anm'eF. Yea, sir ; all taken up. 

QiiesUon. Have you a State system of public schools ? 

Anmuer, Yea, sir. 

Qneilion. Why are the schools not established iu that connty ? 

Aviixer. I do not know why the autlioritiea do not go over there and establish them. 
I got after the superintendent of schools to go over there, but he did not go. 

Quegtion. Who la the superintendent of common schools t 

Aneaer. Mv. Chase was at the time I was attending over there. I suppose he was 
afraid. It was anch a bad place that they naturally didn't want to go there. 

Qvesliott. Mr. Chase is superintendent of public schools t 

Answer. He is not now. 

QMMiioM. Who is now T 

Anateer. I do not know. 

Qaealitm. Was ho appointed bj the governor t 

Aneirer. Yes, air. 

QtiEation. Where was Chase from ! 

AjiBwer. Fi-om Michigan. , 

Qaestioa. Ho came here after the war? 

Anaieer. Yea, sir ; and went North and died. 

Queation. Who is the present offlcevt 

Aii^^eer. I do not know; he is a stianger to me. 

Question. You spoke of the assassination of Dr. Finlayson ? 

Ansiver. Yes, air. 

Quettion. That was in March, 1869 ! 

Anatuer. Yes, air. 

Question. And the same shot that killed him struck another man ! 

Annjoer. Yea, sir ; or another shot. 

Question. Was he a white man or a colored man T 

Anstner. He was a white man ; a clerk of the court in Jackson County. 

QuegUon, You were a slave before the waj t 

Anstner. Yes, sir. 

Queeiion. Yoa had learned to read ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Could yon read with ease f 

itnsirer. I could read tolerably well. 

Question, Could joa'read writing at all 7 

dnmcer. Ko, sir. 

QueatioH. You have learned to write since the war ! 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Queation. By what year had you learned to ^vl•itef 

Aneteei: I began to learn in 1867, but I conld not write luucli writing till 18G8. I 
cannot write it very well now. 

QueeUon. When were you elected to the State constitutional convention I 

Answer. In 1868, 1 think, 

Qnesiion. You served through the convention that framed the constitution ia this 
Stale I 

Answ^, Yea, sir, 

^aeslian. When were yon elected to the legislature ? 

Answer. That summer, I think ; the legislature, I think, mot in July. 

QueaStm. You were elected trom Jackson County T 

Aimeer. Yes, sir, 

Queitiofi. Who were yonr colleaguea trora that county f 

Answer. J^or Pnrraan, Jesse Robinson, and Mr. McMillan. 

Question. Were they colored people t 

Answer. Eobinaon and myself were colored; theother two were white raou. 

Question. Where. did Major Purman and Mr. McMiUan come ftom T 

Auswer. McMillan is an old citizen of Jackson County ; I think he was bom in Ala- 
bama, but he has been iu Jackson for many yeais. Major Pnrman is irom Pcnnsyl- 



db,Google 



98 CONDITION OF AFFAIES IS THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

QHmtion. Ho came here since the war 1 
AnstBer, Yes, air. 

Qneatiim. "Wna Robinson any better edncated tlian you ivere S 

jMSirei'. He could read writing better than I onKl, but he could not write any bet- 
ter, and lie could not read print any better. 

Question. Aro you still a member of the legislature? 

Ajieteer, No, sir. 

QjlesfiOH. When did your term expire ! 

Amwer, Last November. 

QmMon, Who aro the present members of tlie legislrttiire from Jackson County T 

Anaiccr. Mi^or Purinan is the senator, and Ben Liviugston is the only assemblyman 

Question. Who is he ! 

AnsKcr. I understood Major Conaut to say that he would be here in a day or two. 

Qveslion. They have sent for him f 

AllBwer, Tes, sir. 

QtiesHoH. He is living oat there now! 

Anstca: Yes, sir. There was another poor man who nlwajs went with us, and took 
sides with us, and acted very prominently in the repnltlican tanks, and he was elected 
to the legishitnro, bnt he was really afraid to serve, and he resigned : ho \f as a poor 
■white man. The other democrat who was elected died since ; he was one of the bit- 
terest tools they had. , 

Question. Did he die a natnral death T 



Answer. Yes, sir j he died of congestion of the brain, I believe. 
Qiiestioa. What is the voting population of Jackson County ! 



voting population of Jackson County 1 

J3HBBICI, 4.1 is between twelve and fourteen hundred. 

QuesiUm. Altogether) 

Angieer, Ho, sir ; it is abont twenty-one hundred altogether. 

Question. How many colored voters are there 1 

Answer. Between twelve and fourteen hundred ; somewhCTe along there. 

Qnestion. You have a pretty large ro^ority of the colored votes there ? 

Anaieer. Yi'S, sir. 

Question. How many white repubhean voters are there in that conntyf 

Anea'CF. I suppose that the highest we have polled is about one liumlred ; we have 
had two oi three little discussions in different places in the country. 

Question Yon took a leading part in politics in your county! 

Aasicei Yes, sir. 

Qaestioii Did you make political addresses all over yonr connty ? 

Ay>su>ei Yes, sir. 

Quesliov Weie yon personally injured by yonr opponents ? 

Ansuet No, six; they never would attack ua openly; that is not theiv w,iy of get- 
ting ro\ciigi, they are too sharii for that. 

Question They treated j'on civiLy to your face! 

Questtoa Had you any trouble in getting all yonr votes in at the polis ? 

AnsHCi Not while I was there; I canvassed tha State twico fiir a State election. I 
Tvas very prominent in the party, and they had a great deal against nie. 

Qttestioii, In canvassing the State, you spoke wherever you saw lit f 

Ansieei: Wherever thei-e were appointments. 

Question. To large audiences ! 

Jnsiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you do so without hindrance or molestation I 

Answer. Yes, sir ; at that time. 

Question. All over the State ! 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. There was a disposition in Montici^llo to make a diaf nrbance, but 
the better citizens soon suppressed it. I spoke of John Brown, and some i'eliow drew a 
pistol, or it was said that he did, bnt the better citizens soon gatbereil liini and hustled 
him out. I did not see it myself, but I heard of it afterward. 

Queslitni. Was that the only occasionf 

Answer. I wont with Colonel Hamilton to Walton Connty to inform the people there 
of the coDstitntional convention, and to get the republicans there to go in favor of the 
convention. He and I went into the court-house ; the audience, of conrse, woi* gener- 
ally back country people, very poor people. After the meeting, at which he and I both 
spoke, we were informed that while spealting there was some disposition for a distnrb- 
ahce. After the meeting we all dispersed, and ingoing to the hotel some crfored men 
came to ns, and we were advising them what to do on the day of election. After they 
came several more came, and there was a right good bunch aronnd ns, some eight or 
ten. The white fellows, who were off at a store not very fttr off, got very bitter about 
it, as they did not want us to communicate with them at all. They came hustling np 
toward us, and Colonel Hamilton, I suppose, got mad, for he. spoke very abruptfy to 
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them. Tliey pitched right in for a fight, and tlierp ivas quite a scafde. 5Ieu were 
going to cnt him in the back, hut I keyt thuni oit; Oiw picked np a rail and it brokn 
m two, and they tnmed and fled. It all ended hyhio nipping in the wild yrass, ami 
this fellow got on hiiu and choked him. That ended tho light, because he considered 
that he had the best of it^ 

QiiesHon, Who was Colonel Hamilton 1 ■ 

Instiwr. He was the late Congressman from this State. 

Queetiow, A white man? 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Qtut$tioit. Those were the only occasions where youhiid anytrouble? 

Amwey. Yes, air; in those days. 

Quesilon. 7oa said what j-ou pleased then ? 

Answei: I generally a^ke pretty liberally. 

Queelion. You have said that soldiers were sometimes detailed for your schools; what 
soldiers have you had in your coTtnty? 

Aii$a:ei: Some of the Seventh United States Cavalry. 

Qautiira. When were they np there ! 

Awstca: Inl86aandl869, 1 think; perhaps the latter part of ISG7. 

Question. A. regiment or a company f 

Answer. A conipauy or a squad. 

QuestU»t, Are there troops there now I 

Aniwer. No, sir. 

Question. Are yon certain of that i 

Answer. I think there are none there now. 

Question. How long since there were any there ? 

Anateer. Two years, I think ; I do not know certainly. 

Qaestion. Since any troops were there at all f 

Answer. Yes, sir. Tho last troops that were there were removed soon after Dr. 
Pinlayson was killed. 

Qvesiion. They were there when ho was killed i 

Anmccr. Yes, sir. Miyor Punaan and Dt. Finlayson were goinf from a, concert that 
the soldiers gave when they were shot ; the soldiers had a kind of concert and they 
went to it, and were shot ooming from that concert. 

Question. Wore the persons who shot them ever discovered? 

Aasteer. No, sir, 

Qmsiion. Were those discovered who killed Mr, Dickinson I 

Answer, No, sir ; uot that I know of: I was not there then, 

QiKsUon. Was Finlayson shot by a single assassin ! 

Answer. There were tracks of two men there who shot at Finlayson. 

Qaeition. You iiave no personal knowledge of any organization of these niaraiutera 
in your county, of men who commitwthese acts of violence 5 

Answer. No, sir, 

QiusUon. Yon'never saw a man disgnised in tho State anywhere ! 

Answer. Ho, sir. 

Question. Yon never met any of these bands J 

An»vier. No, sir. 

Qneeiion. You mentioned some one who said that he once saw two men ci"ht feet 
high ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueatUm. Where? 

Aniwer. Eight on the side of the road, 

Qii^tion. How long ago was that ? 

jMMcei-. This summer two years ago. 

Question. What other acts o£ vio&nce do yon know of as having occurred in that 
connty, except the eases of Finlayson and Dickinson ! 

Ansiv^. I know of a yonng fellow who was shot near by my house one night, through 
his leg; it was supposed that he was shot by mistake for Calvin Rogera, who was 
also shot in the same spot. He was about the same size and bnild, and wore a dress 
that was very much like the one worn by Rogers. It was supposed he was shot 
through mistake ; he was an innocent boy that no one c^red anything for. 

Question, How old was he 1 

Atmcer About nineteen or twenty ; he was twenty, 1 think. 

^esiioM. How long ago was that ! 

Anateer. Id the summer of 1H68 or 1869 ; I do not remember esactly. 

Question. Wliat other cases do you know oft 

Answer, I do not know of any other cases escept such aa I have heard of in my 
county ; I have heard of men being killed at different points. 

Question. Can yon give their names S 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qaealitm. Personally, you hawe no knowledge of any escept those throe cases T 
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yu*B(wn Olio octnn'ed in 1868, one in 1869, and the other in the spring of 1871 T 

Aimctr 1e8 air. 

QuegtloH Have jou Learcl of any other ac 

ilHsicei I have heavd of some, 1jut Ido U' 

Qucelion In the aamo county I 

A.wro Y«.a, sir. 

^Hesiioii Of wliat chai-acter ! 

Aiiawer There have heen several persona shot there lately, 

QaeKiioii Do you kuow anj-thing of the partioiilara ! 

Answer ISo, bii; I do not. 

QaeattoH Do von kuow any of the pcrsonB themselves ! 

Aimoer Iknow one who haa been shot. 

Question Yon say one has been snmmouert up here f 

Jiiauir Tes, bir. 

Bj the Chaiumak ; 
QitesUoH W as Dr. Pinlayson an old citizen of Florida T 
Answei He was a native of this State. 
Qiicslion Was he a republican i 
J. leica Hi n as after the surrender and just heforo, 
Qiuatlun Hl was a republican at the time he was killed J 
liigmr He was, and went with ds iu everything ; he took as active a pact as a man 

Qiieation What was his character as a citizen ? 

Ali'iiiier Ho n as a doctor. 

Qiitsitan, Was he a man respected and estesmed T 

Aiiinner Yes, sir; his relatives had been very highly thouglit of; ho was from the 
fii^t class of people. He was tried to he cried down and made small of after he joined 
the repubhuaii irnrty ; they said ho was a togae, and all this, that, and the other, just 
as they do all the repnblieana genoroUy. 

Question. That is a coiuniou fliing on the part of their opponents to charge the repub- 
licans with everything ttiat is scaudalons and disparaging t 

Aiinwei: 0, yes, sir; of course. 

QiicHion. Yon have been asked in regard to buying and selling land to colored men. 

Aimra: Yes, sir; that is the principal objection. There are no tracts there except 
largo tracts of not less tbaa 100, 200, or 500 acres ; they will not sell 40 or 50 acres, oc 
as much as a man eould tend. 

Question. Do you think a white man would he able to get 40 or 50 acres ! 

Aimcer. I do not know bnt he conld. 

Qaentioa. Have you heard people use any language to indicate aa iadispoaition to 
sell land to colored people ; did yon ever hear the matter talked of! 

Aiisiver. No, sir ; I do not know that I have ever heard anything said against selling 
land to them. It is my opinion that that is the understanding, that all understand one 
another, and work togetnor for their own interest. 

Qmstion. Yon have been asked in regard to Major Pnrman, and you have said that 
he iaa man who came here since the war; is that ma^le any objection to him t Does 
anybody oWect to him because lie baa come here since the war I 

Ahsichi: rsappose that was one objection ; and another objection was that he was a 
very fluent spealier. He would take a very active part and would go to his utmost 
strength for tho sncoess of the party. That was his way of doing generally when lie 
was ovi^j there. The great objection was that he was a prominent republican and a 
leader of the people there, Tliey said they "never conld do anything with the damned 
niirgeiB as long as Fnrmau was there." That was the usual talk. 

Qaeetifm. Do you nnderstand that it is made an objection in any part of your State 
to a man that he was not born in your State f 

An»wer. Ithas been spoken of very often that we lutvo plenty of men of our own to 
mlc our government, without having men to come here to do it for ns. I have had a 
great many arguments on that. I said I thought that an American citizen was a resi- 
dent whereverJiestoppedlongenough to become a voter. They would claim that such 
men were not identified with the country as they should be. 

Queetion. Do they make a distinction between northern men and southern menT 

Anauiei: They made no distinction about men who joined the republican party, 
whether northern men or southern men. A northern man was a " damned yaukee, wlao 
caiiie here to rule ns ;" and a southern man who joined the republican party was a 
" damned scalawag, and there was no honesty about hun; he was a traitor to his coun- 
try and his race." 

By Mr. Bayaud : 

Queetion. Did you ever kuoiv any man in Jackson County, having land for sale, who 
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__ . . ■. Ho, 

Queefion. Ton only know that there is ; 
their lands in small parcels I 
Anfieer. Tea, sir. 

Queaiioa. They generally prefer to sell it 
Anewer. Yes, sir. 
Qaestion. That is what you mean, iiacl all you 
Attsirer. Yps, sir. 
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Jacksonviixi:, Florida, Xocmbi)- 10, is;i. 

ROBERT MEACHAM (colored) sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Qiicslioa. State your ago, where yon were boni, where you now Htp, and what is your 
f resent oocnpatiou f 

Aasicer. I am ahont thirty-sis years oW.; I was bom inGndsflfuCoiifity, Fluriila, and 
I cow live in MontiooUo, in Jefferson County ; I am a State senator, auil ;Jso j-«gister 
of the United States land-office. 

Qaestion. How long have yon lived in Jefferson County 1 

Aiiaieer. I have lived there since May 30, 18(ifi. 

Qu^imu Where did you live before that time f 

Answer. In TallahaMce; I had lived in Tallahassee for about fifteen years before that, 
and befciie that time I lived ia Quinoy, in Gadsden County, ivlierS I was Ijorn mid 
raised. 

Qimsiion. What is the condifion of your people iu youf part of tbo Stiite ; liow are 
they getting along t 

Answer, Do you mean about living ? 

Question. Tes. 

JjisMTf. They are getting along, I might say, tolerable ; they are poor, it is trtio ; 
tliey work hard and mate very little. 

Qaestion. Are thuy pr-ocuring homes for tliemselves f 

Ansiner. Very few of tbem. 

Quesliou. Why is that! 

Ans<mr. It is for the want of means to hay land ; that is one reason ; another reason 
is that they do nob have a chance to bay the land. 

QaesHon. How so i 

Angvier. Those who have it will not sell it. 

QiiMtion. Do yoQ mean that they will not sell it at all, or tbat they will not sell it to 
colored men ! 

Answei: It is some of both; they will not Bell it to colored men for one thing, and 
another reason is tbat they ask so much for It that colored people cannot bny it. 

QuesUon. Do you think tJiere ia any disposition among people who hold tie land to 
prevent colored people from buying land and obtaining homes T 

Ayimeer. I think so. 

QuesUon. What wonld be the disposition of yonr people in that respect, if they had 
tlie opportunity t 

Answer. I think most of them — not all — would try and get homes. I believe there -will 
always be some who will not try to be of any account, but two-thirds of them or more 
■would try and get homes. 

Qaestioa. How has it been with regard to their contracts for employment ; have they 
had much trouble in settling np faiiiy and getting their pay T 

Answeir. A great deal. 

Ques^on. What has been the difEcnltyl 

Answer. In the first place a m^oritry of them do not know how to make a contract 
for their interest*. The farmers who make the contracts with them draw up the con- 
tracts in writing and read it to them. The coloretl people are generally naeducated, 
and when a contract says this or that they hardly know what it means. A great many 
of the contracts give tue fai'mer a lien upoa wh.it portion of the crop is coming to 
t hem for any debt they incur. Another reason why they do not get mnoli is, that in 
the months of August and September mostly, when the crops are laid by, the dightost 
insult, ae they call it, or the sliglitest neglect, is Bufficient to turn them off, and accord- 
ing to the contract tJiey get nothing, lie contracts aro made iu tins way : articlea of 
agreement are drawn up which provide that if either one of the parties of the first 
part or the second part violate auy of the articles tliey are to be turned off and get 
nothing. Kow that ia remedied a Uttle ; there is a law' now in this State that allows 
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a man togetivhat he works for, unless it is proven fairly that lie Las willfully neglected 
iir violated anj of the articles of aeteemeut. In a great many instances ahoot mj- 
poilion of the country — I kuow thia personally — yon wOl find that for the slightest 
offense the laborers are tumeii off and get nothing. 

Qiicslioii. Does that occur before the i^top is ma<le; or after it is made ? 

Jiisicer. In tho months of August and September generally, when the crop is made ; 
sometimes in July. 

Question. Wheu there is nothing to do about tho crop except to gather it T 

Aiiaicer. Yes, sir; in the month of July the com is made, and they pnll fodder here 

Question. What is the difficulty in the way of your people going to the courts of jus- 
tice and getting things put right T 

Aiisiver, TLere is a ffreat deal of trouble in that way. A great many justioes of the 
peace have the jails full of colored people for the most frivolous and trifling things. 
When tlbo charges ace examined into thoy are foniid to amount to nothing. You will 
find in other cases, where there is ft good justice of the peace, who has some discretion 
and some judgment as to what is right, the jnils are not fhll. In the county of Jeffer- 
son, where I live, tiere are very few in the jail, in comparison with some other coun- 
ties that I know of. 

QiiKStion. What do you think is the feeling in regard to allowing your people to 

Aiimner. Well, sir, there is not a very good feeling on the part of the white people of 
our eonntrj'. 

Qiieslion. What objection Lave they to it f 

An^tter. They say that a man ought not to vote, except be can read and write nicelv, 
and oivna f250 or ^'M worth of real estate. 

Question. W<Jtild that not esclude a great many white people from tho bailot-bos! 

Ansiver, It woultL 

QiieaSoii. Do they apply that rule to white people as well as colored ? 

Avaicee. They say so. They say they would like to have a law of that sort ; but at the 
saane time we know that it would exclude two-thirds of the colored people. 

Question. What is the feeling in regard to educating your people, among this same 
people that wairt these qualifications fbr suf&age ; are they in favor of schools to edd- 
cate your people f 

Anatrei Thev say they are, but then they do nothing to help them ; in conversation, 
thev will say they are in favor of tliem, bnt they will do nothing toward helping them. 

Qiiestioii When schools are established do they help them along, and assist tliem in 
getting Lon*es &c. ? 

j4ii«r« No, sir. 

Qwesfion Do any of them ever engage in teaching T 

Auitcer Ko, sir. 

Qiiestwa How do they treat teachei's of colored schools, when there are any ! 

Anawet Thej are mostly treated with contempt. 

Qiieahon. How do they show their contempts 

Aiietca TLej' do not have anjtliing to do with them; do not keep their company, 
and hive nothing to do with them, I can say, and be correct, that in Jefferson County 
there have been twenty-three schools during the last year. The schools stopped in 
June and commenced in October. I think there were three young men, who wore bom 
and raised in this State, who were teaching colored schools there. They were very 
poor, and were teaching for a living. The school board were paying them gas and 
130 a mouth to teach schools in the country. Those young men are not respected 
ataU. 

Qaeslion. How is that want of respect shown — by any open manifestations? 

Answer. Kot by any violence, bnt they ate just let alone in a quiet way ; the people 
have nothing to do with tLem — will Lardly speak to tLem. 

Queaiion. Are they young men of good moral chnraoterf 

Atisaer. Yes, sir ; they are poor, but there ia nothing against their character. 

Qaesliott, Where do they board f 

Jitgieer. They hoard in the country ; I think one of tliem has a place of his own ; in 
fhct, I think two of them have places of their own, and one of them is boarding with 
a colored man, or living in a house with him. The house has some five or »iv 
rooms, and this teacjier has a family, and boards ■ ' ■ 

Quegtioa. Does he board there from choice, < 
him! 

Aiisa'er. He says he cannot go anywhere else to boaj^, 

Qaeation. White people will not board him ! 

4flsircr. No, sir. 

Question. How have your elections been in your county; have they boon quiet, oi 
have you had an.v disturbance there ' 

Anatcei: There was one distru'bance there. 
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Qamtion. Wiien was tiiat 3 

A^iaaer. Last fall. 

QuesUon. At the time yon were olectfid. 

Jnswer. No, sir; I was elected four years ago; I was elected wlien the governor was 
Bleeted. My district is an ocld-numbered disfi'ict, and I served four years. 

Queatlmt. What was tie disturbance last fallt 

A7t8a>er. A eonjiressman and a tieutenant governor, all the members of the assembly, 
and one-half of the senate were elected last year. The election was held on the Sth 
day of November. Along during the canvass there had been some threats made about 
tconble, &«., but the colored people paid no attention to them ; in fact, I ini};ht say, 
that the republican party paid no attention to those threats. A few days before tjiu 
election, I, in connection with othera, stated to all of our friends tliat we hoped there 
would be no difliODly ; that tliey would not bring any gnns or pistols with them, but 
leave them at home. Althongh I had heard these threats, I made use of this remark to 
them, that the 8ch day of November would not he a day of war with oauuon and musket, 
knife, and pistol, but a war with the ballot, and with the tongne. On the Sth day 
of November the polls were opened, iiud the election went on very nicely anil qoletly. 
There were precincts open In the coaotiy, and there were agreat many people in town. 
Things went ouin this way until about half past 3 o'clock in the ailernoon. I had not 
voted then, and had been passing from one voting place to another; there were four 
voting places in that town — the county-seat. There was no disturbance, and, so far as I 
know all was quiet. After the diffionlty, I heartl that there had been some two or three 
insults and rows in the morning, but I did not know of them at that time. So far as I 
.knew all was r[uiet up to half past 3 o'clock. We were voting at the court-house, the 
ballot-bos was sitting right on the window-sill, and the people would walk tip to the 
wiudow and hand in tneir ballots to tho managers of election. About, half past 3 
o'clock I was up within ten feet of the ballot-box ; A minority of the vhite people had 
voted at that ballot-bos, and they were all through at that time. As I walked up 
there I saw fonr White men standing right at the window, and there seemed to be no 
voting going on. Some of the colored men, quite a crowd of them, a hundred or 
more, were standing outside waiting to vot-e. Some two or t^ree of them, hollered out 
to me," Mr. Aleacham, the sun will be down directly, and then the polls wiO be closed, 
and the half of us wilt not vote ; wbat will we do V' I said, " Glo up to the fmile and 
vote." I went up to vote, as I had not then voted. There was a man there by thu 
name of William C. Bird. When I said that, he stamped'and cursed and asked mo if I 
intended to make those "niggers" crowd them out. I did not answer him ; I heard him, 
but I walked oil' as if I had not heard him. Soon after he said that, he spoke out aud said, 
" Nodamneil nigger shall vote here." Still I did not answer him. I went down to onother 
window of the same room where the inspectors were and called them , but I suppose they did 
not hear me. I wolked back to where I had stood at first, when thenegro man had spoken 
to me, and Mr. Bird again said the same thing — that "no nigger should vote there." I 
then started to go to the window, and crowded in the beat I could ; there was a great crowd 
there. Heaskedmewhatlmeant; if Imeanttohavethemcrowdedout. Saidhe, " There 
are three other polls your colored people can vote at. This is our poll ; it belongs to 
the white people." I then answered him and said, " ColcmeJ, I do not think there is 
any one poll set aside for the white people, or for the black people. I only know that 
they are set aside for the citizens of the county." He said, " None of you niggers 
shall vote here." I pushed on until I got as close to him ns I am to this gentle- 
man, I suppose, [pointing to a member sitting abi>nt three feet from him,] when he 
said that I had tuld the colored people to crowd tJie white people out. I said that I 
bad uot, ami he went on and called me a dMuned liar. I did not resent that, aud 
finally ho called me something else; he called mo " a damned son of a bitch." Isaid, 
" Colonel, now I have not done anything to you ; I have not insulted you ; now joti 
take that back." He smd, " Well, I will die ilrst." I said, " Colonel, yoa will have to 
take it back," just that way. Hooked him right in the ^e ; I was up to him then; 
we were both standing close to the ballot-bux. He had on a pistol, a pretty large one, 
with a white ivory handle. When he said, " I will not take it back ; I will die first," 
he drew his i>istol part out. He did not put his other hand on it; I knew he could 
not cock it with one hand. A great many saw what was going on, and the report went 
ont that I had been shot by Colonel Bird. In about ten minutes all the voting-places 
were closed on account of the excitement. Then you could see any number of white 
men coming up with arms. I suppose in about ten or fifteen minutes there were about 
a thousand colored men on the ground with arms, but uot near so many wliites. T 
suppose there were nearly a thousand shots fired off in the ail, but no one was hurt at 
all, I heai'd some white men say, " We were prepared for you all with guns." I do 
not know this, but I was told by a man who said ne was certaiu of it that there were 
about two hundred men there flrom Georgia. Jefferson Couuty joins Georgia, and I am 
sure of one thing, that when the thing was fli-st started, a great many men uot on their 
horses aud went off in the direction ol Georgia, and didnot return: I saw that myself . 
Finally the thing was quieted down and no one ftaa hurt at all. That took up about 
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an hirar aDcl a half, and tlieu the polls were opened, and they went on votliii; asain. 
When the votinj" was over aud the polls were kIosliI, about five liuudred people went 
home that night without having had a chance to vote. 

Qaestion. It they had voted, would they have voted, the democratic ticket or the repub- 
lican deket T 

Angwer. They were all republican voters. 

Qtte3tu>n. Did all the democrats get IJieir votes la 1 

AttSKer. Every one of the democrats had voted. 

Qnestian. Did any one hear these Georgia folks say what they hod come there for 1 

Answer. Yes, sir, several heard them say ; I heard men say so, hut T do not know who 
they were. 

QumlUm. What did they say their ohject was I 

Answer. They were armed, and said they had been sen 

Qaestiim. Did they intimate who had sent for them, oi 
todof 

Jnmper. No, sir ; they did not say, 

Questioa. Did they vote ! 

AniitnT. Not that I know of 

Questiwi. Where did the colored people get all their ar 

Ans^cei: They must have had them somewhere ; they ^ „ ., 

barrel and single-barrel shot-gnns. The threats that I told you about that had been 
made during the canvass, and up to the day of election, were known by the people aU 
over the county. It was as common to hear of these threats as it is "for you to look 
at your hand. 

Qaestion. Were yon armed on that day J 

Angler. I was not. 

QuestUm. Di^ your people exhibit any arms until this oi 

Anw>er. No, sir. 

Qii£9tkin. How was it with the whitq people! 

Answer. Some of them were armed with pistols. 

Questton. This colonel exhibited fais revolver constantly t 

AHBtoer. Yes, sir; he had a pistoL and drew It on me. 

QnesUon. He did draw it on yon I 

Answer. He drew it out of its case. 

QuceliMi. He did not briug"it to hear on yon T 

Aniwer. No, sir, 

Qitealion. How did your difBculty with him end f 

A«ai«er. It ended iu this way ; some of his people, after a while, came to him and 
carried him off aud locked him up in a store. Some of them came to me, and 1 said, 
"Well, if Colonel Bird will say that he did not say that, I have nothing more to do 
with it." I did not want to have any fnas. Colonel Bird sent word that he liad not 
seen me that day, and he s^d whoever siud he had insulted me told a tolsehood. I 
eaid, "Well, I have nothing more to do with it." I do not suppose tliore would have 
been any fuss except that §ome one saw him draw hia pisto! out, and he got frightened 
and run off and said that Colonel Bird had shot me. I do not know that they would 
have dune so about any one else bat me. Colonel Bird is now indicted in the United 
Stotes court. 

By Mr. Batakd: 

Question. Ifor that occurroaco ! 

Aitsiner. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Qaeetion. Did you vot« ? 

Answer. Hot at that voting-place; I went to another and \oted. 
By Mr. Batakd : 

QaeeUon. Colonel Bird has been indicted by the gran<l jury in the United States 

Araw^er. Yea, air. 

QiieBtum. Did you go before them f 

Anmv^, Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud you testified to the facts that you have stated here f 

AnstDa: Yes, sir. 

Qa^tion. Yon caused him to be indictedf 



expect so. I was summoned, 
Iml y ^ 



Qw^edoh. Ami you went there as a witness, and gave your testimony as you have 
given it to us ! 
Atistver. Yes, sir. 

obaii! 
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QuehUon. Wben «ill Le be tiietl? 

Jtt»iMr. I do nut know. 

Qnes^oR. Waa he iutoxicated at tlie time J 

AMVwr. He did not appear to be so to me. 
Queation. What is the whole poll in yonr connty T 

Answer. I think the colored vote there is 2,500 ox 3,600. 
Question, And the white vote is how mnoh ! 

Aimxr. Hot over 600 or 700. 

Owsffwt. Then you are about four to onet 

Amwer, Very nearly; yes, sir. 

QaesUon. You were elected four years agol 

AtKiiier. Yee, sir. 

Qaeslion. You wei'e elected to the senate! 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

QueiUon. How many counties in your district? 

Aiimcer. Only one. 

QiieatUnt. Wio were elected to the Iegial«tiire when you were ? 

Amtcer. Powell, MlUs, and Thompson. 

Question. Were they all colored men? 

An»u<tT. No, sir; Powell was white. 

Qiieatioa. At this loat election wlio were elected? 

Ansiner. Johnson, Thompson, and Logan. 

Qa^tion. Are any oftliem white? 

Jjwww. One. 

Question. Which one! 

AntiBer. Jobneon. 

Questiou. Are the other two well known to yon f 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

QueaUon. Are they men of any education ? 

Atmna: Yea, sir. 

QuBslion, Can they read and write f 

Anewer. Yes, sir. 

Qiieefion. Both of them! 

Attsioer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did they learn ? 

AKswa: I do not know. 

Question. Didtliuylearnlately.orsince the war ended! 

Ansiner. I think one learned since the war ended, and the other learned heforf!. I 
, have been knowing one of thora for five years, and he conld read and write when I Brat 
know him. I am not sure when the other learned. 

Question. Were you bond or free before the war ? 

Ahsibis: I do uot know bow to answer that exactly, for my father was my master 
and always told me that I was free. Ho died, and left me acting as a servant to his 
wife's sister. I do not know whether I was free or not. 

Question. Did ho give yon any property in any way by his will? 

Aneieer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Did he give 3-ou any education ? 

Ansirer. He gave me money and started to send me to school oaee ; I went to school 
for a daj oi two, and the third day after I commenced— theie were a great many 
white children going to the school j it was a white school entirely — some ofthe parents 
of the children sent word to the teacher that if he was going to teach a nigger they 
ivould keep thou: children at home, and bo I had to quit. 

Question. Did you learn to read and write before this war came on ? 

Aiigmer. Yes, wr. 

Queeliou. From your holding the office of United States register in the land-ofDce in 
Florida, I suppose you are a good peumau ? 

Anmner. I can write. 

Qaestioa. What ofQccshave yon held in Florida ! 

Ansmer. The tirst one was register under the reconstruction acts under General Pope. 

Qnestityn, What was your nest office ? 

Anstcer. I was a member of the constitutional convention in this State. 

Question. To frame the constitution of the State ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestioa, Then yon were sent to the legislature ! 

Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeslion. And you are there still ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What other offices have you hold ? 

Aiistver. 1 have bejjn auperiuteudeut of schools in Jefforeon County, and I was onco 
olerk of the connty court. 
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Qaeetlon. What county is that ! 

ATtaioer. Juflei'sou. 

Question. Of the circnit court? 

JntiBCt: Tee, sir. Tlie 'wayit was in the first place was this: tlierei 
eigiit of us wlio were appoioted^by the governor, connty judges, eberiff and clerks. At 
the time we were nnder the irapiesBion that these ofBces would not interfere with onr 
holding seats iu the eeiiate. The governor appointed me clerlt. AfterawhUehefouiid 
that tho ofBces to \fLich we were appointed, were incompatible with our seats in the 
eenate, and he called an election to fiO the vacancies in the senate. I resigned the 
ofBee of cleric and was re-elected and went back into the senate. 

Qae»tion. Have yon a system of public schools in this State ! 

Aiimver. Yes, sir. 

QueeHmt. Schools in eveiy county ? 

Anawer. I do not know that there are schools in every county; there are a great 

Qiicslkm. Have you a. provision for schools ! 

Anatcer. Yea, sir; a large fund. 

Qtteslion. There la the machinery to establisli tlioni everywhere ! 

Aiisicer, There is a law. 

Question, You spoke of a law regulating contracts between landlord and tenant ! 

Ansuxr. Yes, sir. 

QiMalittB, Have yon such a law as that I 

Anmver. Thereisnlaw to this effect : it does not prevent a planter and a tenaut from 
making any kind of contract they see proper, Irat it provides that whenever tlie teoant 
lias worked anywhere for such a length of time he ^all bo paid for that portiuii of his 
■work. At the same time you can be turned off and paid up to the time whou you are 
turned off. 

QuesUim. It allows either party to void the contract at any period of the contract, by 
paying the {lioportion np to that date ! 

AnsKer. No, sir; it does not allow that. It is about like this: you cannot turn a 
man off without a good and lawful excuse, and without paying iiim for tho time ; but 
if there is a good lawful ^cuBe, yon can turn Mm off. 

QaestiOTt. Can be go off at any time ! 

Aiisaer. If he does he loses his pay for what work he has done, 

Qtmtlon. You spoke of some of the contracts giving the landlord a lien on the ten- 
ant's portion of the crop for supplies advanced to him 1 

Anewey, Yes, sir, 

QuesUott. Was not that necessary to be done when the tenant, as is generally the 
CMC, was a poor man ; was it not necessary to advance means to support him while, 
the crop was maturing ! 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was uot that nocoasary ! 

Anmver. Yes, sir. 

Qaeetiou. Have not your people anticipated thevalne of their portions of the crop 
by running into debt* 

Answer. Some have and some have not. 

QuesUon. Yon lieing apparently a man of intelligence and a leading man among yonr 
own people, I will a^you if that has not been the trouble, to a great estent^tliat they 
have anticipated their shares by their expenditures when their crops was maturing, 
so that, when they came to settle up, there was nothing due totbemt 

Answer. Yes, sir ; with a great many of them, that is the ease. 

Question. Is there not a great deal of improvidence in that way ? 

Answer. I think, perhaps, there is ; I think that in a great many instances it is so. 

QuetlUm. You think that at other times they have been treated nnJustlyT 

Anaaer. I do. 

Queai-ion. In the State of Florida, among decent and respectable people, what would 
be thought of a landlord who would let a man work in that way, and then turn him 
off upon some pretest, and not pay Limf 

Avsicer. It would seem hard to you or me. 

Quetiion. I am speaking of the respectable men of Florida. 

Anstver, Let me tell you one thing in the way of an answer ; I liave been told by 
gentlemen, by those that I call gentlemen, and I suppose that yon or any of us would 
call them so, tbatthere is a thorough understanding among them in the way of seeing 
that the colored people shall nevM have much ; they are united one with another to 
see that that is dTone. 

Question. That is not an answer to my question. You may go on and explain what 
yon mean thoroughly ; I will not stop you ou that. I have asked you this question 
because you appear to be intelligent. What would be the opiuiou of respectable men 
of a landlord who would take from his laborer his nt^es in that way? 

Aiisiver. Some of them would condemn liim ; but I will say that, while there is a 
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general uaderstaiiiliii" ivitli yoti wnC lue about tbc tliiaji; ; for instance, if jon do it, I 
■will agree wifli you, ;3tIiougli I may talk agaiust you. 

Qu^m. Toa believe, then, there ia amoug the white employers of Florida a secret 
imaerBtandiiig and plan to defi?and colored people of their gains ? 

-Jjwwec. I believe that there ia some understanding -with them that tliey wil! manage, 
in Bome way, t<i keep the colored people from having wliat tliey liave justly earned. 

Qmiition. Vou Relieve that ia the case T 

Anmer. I do. 

QuestUm. That is yoor feeling toward the white people of Florida ! 

Answer. I do not say that all of them will do that. 

Qveition, You believe that, aa a general rule, the white planters of Florida have a 
Beeret understanding to'deprive the colored people of the fruits of their labor T 

Ansujer. Of the full fmits of their labor. 

QaesUon. Have you instructed your people in that wayf 

Answer. So, air ; but I have told tJiem to get homes for themselves ; that tbej" never 
would be much as long as they labored under these contraqts. 

Queatioit. You endeavored, by your advice, to dieauade them from entering into cou- 
traots witli white planters f 

Anaii:a: Aa much aa possihie ; to go into contracts when they can do nothing e' 

Qaeetiom, Aa a last resort, they a— "" --'— ---^- — ^ — '-■ 

Angtoer. Tes, sir. 

QueBlion, That ia your advice, generally, to your p 

Amwer. Tes, sir. 

Queatiott. How IS 

AneuKT. Not ovei 
are not over sis. 

Qwaiion. From your naming them as judge, clerk, collector, they are the appointees 
of the governor ;_ he appoints them all to office, does he not ! 

Answer. Tea, sir. 

<iaegti<m. Those are the only white men in your county that vote your fiekett 

JnsHKt-. Pretty much alL 

QueHion, Does it come to this, that, under your advice and your belief, as stated here, 
of tteunfriendlinesa of the whites toward your jieople, your parties ate divided on 
the qneation of color and racet 

Answer. There is no donbt aVtont that. 

QMBBtion. That is the basis of difference between you ? 

Anaicer. That ia so, generally, but that ia not all ; tbere is something elae. 

Qaention. That is the chief cause 1 

AiOKer. Yes, air. 

QtMstioM. That forms your party I 

An»icer. So far as polities is ooncerned 

QiusiUm. It all cornea to that in the end J 

Anainer. Yea, sir. 

QvesUmi, Who ia the justice of the peace in your county t 

Answer. Under the constitution, the county judge is allowed to aot as justice of the 
peace, and then there are 

Qtieation. How many rf yonr offleiols wero colored men ? 

Ansirer. There are two justices of the peace. 

Q«eBli/m. Both colored men f 

Ansiner. Thei'o are two colored men who are justices of the peace, and then there are 
other justices of the peace besides them. 

Qiwation. What other county officials have you that are colored t 

Anstt>er. There is one to my knowledge in Leon Coimty. Constables are elected by 
the people at the same time that they elect members of the legislature. 

Question. The constable and members of the legislature are about all your elective 
olficers f 

Answer. Yes, sir, in the county. 

Qaestian. Inyour county that secure to you a man of your own color as a constable! 

Aasw^. Yea, air; we can elect whom we please, but we always divide among the few 
whites there; we will alwaya give tbem some places. 

Question. Yon recognize those men among you t 

Angaer. Yea, sir ; we never put them aside; we would not do that. 

QuesUon. Yoa still keep those six white republicans in olQce f 

Anaaer, Yes, sir, and would he glad to get six more if we could. 

Qa&tion. What was yonr occupation during the war and prior to the warf 

Answer. I drove a carriage once, and superintended around niy old boss— my father 
Until I was eighteen years old, I never did anything more than to stay about him and 
ride in the buggy with bim ; he was a doctor. 

Qaealion. Whltt is your age now 1 
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Anttver. I think abont thirty-six; lam not exactly certain ; but I think I will bo 
thirty-Beven next epring, 

Qaeetiiya. Until the war closed, your position was that of a domestic servant t 

Avstrer, Tea, sir. 

Question. Arc yon. pretty thoroughly acquainted tbronghont the State among people 
irf your own color J 
AnaKer. I am better acquainted in the middle counties than in the other comities. 

Queslioii. Are a great many of your color holding; office tbrougli the State f 

Ansieer. Not a great many of tdem ; there are some Jnstices of the peace and some 
conetables mho were elected, and Borae couDty comniisRioners. 

Qutetion,. The county eomniissionors are appointed by the governorf 

Ansttier. Tea, eir. 

pnesfion. Are ft great many commiaaionors in the State colored men ! 

Anexrer, I do not know of a great many. 

Quezon. How many do you know who aj* colored! 

jnswft-. I know of threein my own oohnty,and of three iu the county of Leon; one 
in this county of Duvall, and I tiiink there are two in Gadsden County. 

Question. When your courts meet in your county, how are yout juries composed ! 

Answer. They ate mixed ; some white and some colored. 

Questiott. In about the same proportion as yonr voting population ! 

Anewer. No, sir ; they ore never over one-half colored men, and very oftt'U there are 
two-thirds white. 

Qweation. There are colored men on juries all over the State I 

Answer. Yea, sir ; we have some colored men on most of the juries. 

Question. What is the (tfBcial designation of the officers who conduct your oloctione ? 

Answer. They are called judges of election. 

Qnestiim. How are they appohitedf 

Answer. By tho county commissioners. 

QaesUoH. And the county commissioners are appointed by tho governor T 

AiiBteer. Yes, sir. 

Queslion. And the party which has the governor has the county eouimissioners and 
the judges of election? 

Answer. That is certainly so. 

QaosffoB. Then, running the State m that way, the governor is really the key to your 
entire State goTornmcntf 

Answer. He has a great deal t'O do with it. 

Question. He has tne appointment of the officers t 

Anaieer. Tho county commissioners are appointed and removed at his will. 

Question. And he can remove some of the other ofSeers ! 

Anmeer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does he appoint the State's attorneys ? 

Answer. Helloes; hntnfl:erheniakesan.ippointment,hecannotchaiigeit. When ho 
appointe ono ad i«(«rini, the appointment iolds good nntjl the end of the nest session; 
he cannot change it. 

QuesUoit. Can he remove him for misconduct ! 

Ansieer. No, sir. 

Question. Can he be impeached by the legislature ? 

Answer. He goes out by not being confirmed. 

Question, I am speaking of a man who has been confirmed ; if he misconducts him- 
self, can the governor remove him T 

Answer. Ho cannot. 

Question. There is no means of getting rid of an inefficient or bad officer T 

Anstcer. Not until the meeting of the legislature. 

Question. And they impeach him I 

Anstcer. The governor recommends his removal, and, if the senate consent, he is 
removed. Another class of officers only go oat by impeachment. The officers whose 
removal the governor can recommend to the senate are county judge, slieriff, clerk, 
State's attorney, and tax-collector, or collector of revenue. The circuit jndgi^s, the 
judges of the supreme court, and the cabinet officers are removed by impeachment. 

By the Chmrman : 
Qitesiioii. The white men in yonr county are pretty much all democrats ? 
AaaiEer. Yes, sir, very near ail of them ; except five or six. 
Qiiestion. There is nothing t* prevent their joining the republican party if they 

Ansic^. Nothing at all. 

Question. You have been asked with regard to labor ; please state whether men who 
tieat their laborers fairly and honestly, who give them a just and fair showing, have 
any difficulty in getting all the labor tJiey want t 

Answer. Not all. 
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Qtteition. Yon havo Tjeen asked as to j-our advice to jour colored people to get homes 
of their own ratber Ihan to depend upou Leiug hireil. State wbctbcr that advice pro 
ceeds from the fact that iu bo mauy lustaucea the hirers defraud the laborers out of 
their jnst wages? 

Armcei: Yes, sir, 



LE, Flouida, Mi-mlier 11, 1871. 

HENEY" KEED (coIoEcd) sv.-oro and oxamined. 
By the Ch.ukman: 

Queslioa. State your age, where you we^ born, and where you Slow live. 

A'niwer, I am about thirty-seven years old. I was bora iu Virgiuia, and now live ia 
Jacksonville, Florida; I lived in Mariauna, Florida, up to two years ago last mouth. 

Qa«Btion. Why did you leave there f 

Amaer. The night assassins, or the Ku-Klus^ or something else, raided me so 
that I eonld not sta^. I waa doing very well there on a place I bought. 
They knew my priuoiples — that I was a republicajo, and always have been. 
One night about 1 o'clock I was sick, as I am now, but a littlo worse; I had 
been to a doctor and got some medicine, and he told me to so homo aud take it, 
and rest quietly that night, and take very little exercise. At 1 o'clock that night there 
came a crowd of nieu there ; they knocked, and told me to open the door. Fu«t ttiey 
said that Mr. Dickinson, the bureau agent down there at that time, and who was us- 
Ba8«uatedthere,-wantedmeat the court-house. I said, "Gentlemen, I am not able to 

So ; tell Captain Dickinson please to wait until momina;, and I will ^o down and soe 
im then." They said, "Ton must go now." I said, "Gentlemen, I am not able to 
■walk down there; it is impoBsible for me to go; please tell him to wait until morning." 
Tiiey said, " Come out here ; you have got to go now." My wife got up, and 1 was 
golufc to make up a lijjht in the house. One of them siud, " Don't mate up a light in 
the house." I was somewhat excited from the alarm, and being very feeble and sick, 
I said, " Let me get my coat and h-it." They said, " Tou won't need any coat and hat ; 
come ont." My sou, who is aliout fifteen years old, hoisted the window, and jumped 
out They shot at him one (jun as he ran .through my garden-gate, and they put fif- 
teen Tiuckshot into the gateiu a place the size of my Land. I cracked the door open a 
very small crack, and just as I eonld discern the men, I saw one standing at the comer 
of a house, with a double-barreled gun pointed right at my head. I shut the door, aud 
went back into the house. They said, " If you don't come ont of that house, God 
damn you, I will go back and get the baJanco of the company, and tear your house 
down, and blow your God damned brains out." I did not know what to do. Nobody 
hod anything against me ; I was apparently as square with the citizens as any mau in 
the TTOrld; there was nothing against me on account of my behavior or cliaracter. At 
that time my wife came oat, lioUering, "My souls dead, aud they waat to kill my hus- 
band." The one at the gate got on Ms horse, and apparently went hack for the rest of 
his company. I went back of tho chimney to the kitchen part, aud jumped out of the 
window. I went over to a rich neighbor of mine, and laid down there until 4 o'clock 
tho nest day. Then some fticnds came there and called me, I would not answer them 
nntil I recognized their Toices. They took me to a gentleman's house, and there I 
Staid, I suppose, about three or four days. He tteu took me in his hack, aud fbtched 
me and my wife and chUdren to Quiuoy, and I have not been back there since. I had 
just bought a place, paid out a great deal of money forit, and had it lised np real 
nice and comfortable, everything orowing nicely, acud ready for good living. Tliey de- 
prived mo of oveiythiogi owsed tiiei» in the world, and I«liave not bad five cents from 
it. I bear very little, indeed, and it seems that I cannot hear from there. 

Qiuetion. Where did your son go ! 

Aiiaii-a: He went to that gentleman's house ; he used to wait on him. He went there 
and knocked at the door, and tliey took him into the bouso. I thought they had killed 
him ; I ran over there, and expected to find him dead ; oulj one shot struck him in the 
ear ; the other shot went into th^ garden post, iu a placethcsizeof my hand, and right 
by his head. 

QHtstioit. Did yon go into your neighbor's house T 

Akskst. No,, sir ; I went under the house. It is a very large brick house, with arches 
about as big as a man could get through ; I staid under the house. 

CueslioB. How many men came to your house that night ? 

Angler. I could nut say positively, but 1 tbink aiy wife said about four men came 
there ; two stood at the rear of the house and two in the li'ont. 

Seilion. Were they disguised ? 
dtcer. I could not say, I am sure ; I only got a glimpse of the men. 
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QwosfioN, Did auy of your family see them, so as to ItDow wbcf ber tUey were <lisgnise(l 
or not I 

Ansmer. No one saw them but jne and roy wife ; my son did, not see them ; he was 
ranning; foi hfe. 

Qut^Uon. You say that one of them went off for some more? 

Aii3u>er. Tes, sir ; he told me that if I did not open the door, he would gpt on his 
borse and go haclc for the balance of bis company. 

Qiteation. Did tboy come back T 

Anstrer. Idonot'know; when be left Ileft. My wife looked around and saw that 
he was gone, and I then made my escape. 

QtiMfion. Where did your wife stay t 

AiisK-er. She walked, about the lionse moaniDf; for her eon that she thou"ht they had 
killed. 

Qacslion. Did she tell you whether they came back any more ! 

Aveti-er. I think ahe said they did come baek aiter awhile, and it ajipears from the 
tracks abont my neighbor'B bouse that they mistrusted that I was there, and went over; 
there were heavy tracks all around the house the aext morning. 

Qaestloti, Did you tnowon;^oft]iewT 

Atisaer. Iconldnot say positively; I might have an idea, but that would not do. 
They hud been seen frequently around there at night. When we came to church, 
there were men there with old black gowns on, and with old sunbonnets like women. 

Quegtion. How many did you see in that disguise T 

Antuxr. Only one myself. One came into chutcli and took a seat iu the back part 
of thechntch; he looked likea woman, and when one of ns went close up to see who 
ho ftas, he got up and went out. 

Question. That was about two years ago that you left there I 

Anmner. Yes, sir ; last month, 

Qaeation. Had there been any persons molested or interfered with in the county be- 
fore that timet 

AmtBer,' Yes, sir ; numbers of them. Just about that time you eonld go into the 
woods and tind two or three there. I knew a faioily who used to stay at the same 
hotel I stopped at. They went there and called him out of the bouse, and carried the 
man off; they carried the son aud father first, and then the wife went after them, and 
they killed them alL 

Qneation. What were their names I 

Annrer. Matt Nichols, Maria Nichols, and young Matt Nichols. 

Question. How long was that before you lelt t 

Amver. About three weeks. 

QuealioTi. In what part of the country was that ? 

Amwer. It was in Mariauna, Jackson County, about seventy-five miles from Talla- 
hassee. It was about a mile in the woods where they killed those folks. They seemed 
to get on the track of those who did that, but they left and went away. I have sotu 
a crowd go out with a colored man pretending to look for some one, and they came 
back wil£ the man's brains on their arms. 

QuutUm. Who was that man % 

Ansaer. Billy Cokor ; bat he skedaddled, and left those parts before I did. 

Qaeatimt. How many do you suppose were mistreated in the county before you left t 

Ansiver. I do not know ; there were a great many of them. I suppose if I were to 
say flflSy or a hundred were mistreated right at that time, I do not think I would say 
any too many at all. 

QiiesUoit. In what way mistreated T 

Ansicei: By shooting at them and trying to cnt their throats, 
at night they would stand behind a tree and shoot ^our brains oal 
property ; and go to a minister's house and make him come out and preach. 

Question. What minister I ' 

Ahsu^. CiesarEIy was one ; then another man named Eeubeu Wiggins. Hisfamily 
were badly mistreated. They went there, took all of them out, and ate and threw 
everything away. They took him and led him about all night, aud disturbed his &m- 
ily a great deal. 

QuesiUm. Were there any persons whipped I 

Amicer. I never beard ot^any being whipped. Ah, gentlemen, it was as terrible a 
place at that time as ever there was in the world. 

QuesiioH. So far as you know, has anybody been punished for this conduct! 

Answer. I conldnot say any more than that tbey said this: fiome of thebead-leadinz 
nieu of the opposite party e^ud that all true repumicans should not stay there ; that a 
they did not go on their side, they should not live there in peace ; that they intended 
to kill them or make them leave there, or punish them in some way or other. 

Queslion. Has anybody been arrested and tried by the law for doing these acta of 
cruelty and violence? 

Answer. O, no, sir, we never oonld got at them to do that in the world. They pre- 
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tend tliat they oever could find out anjthiDg aliont it ; they appeared to be nDj:ioi!s to 
know, but it appeared to me that if tliej were very auxioas the head men about that 
place eonid find oat. 

QuesiioTt. What had they against you ! 

AnBa>^. Nothing in the world, hut they Icnew I was a true republican, a leading 
man, and tried to influence men to the heat of my ability. I was never any epeaker, 
but tJiey knew my principles, my character, and behavior. I stand as square there aa 
any man in the place, I have bad gentlemen tell me that they did not know what 
they bothered me for : that I was a good citizen, and'alwoysreadv to do anything in 
the world that anybody asked me. Tliomaa H, White and Jndge Bush, as big men as 
any in the place, told me so. 

Oiieetioii. Were tLese other people who were injured also republicans! 

Aiiswei: 0, yes, sir; they never bothered any other kind. Anyone on their sideeonld 
stay tliere and do well. They said we should not stay there ; that they hitended l< 
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many true repnblicans were changed by snch acts as those. 

QucitioH. Were there white republicans as well as colored in the connty ? 

Amteer, Very few ; and those who were there were almost afraid to own it, for fear 
they conld not stjiy there. They killed Captain Dickinson and Doctor Pinlayaon. 
When I left there the truth was, that a true rejnibtican eonld not go there and stay ii 



ByMr. Bayaed: 

(ittcetUm. All these matters you hai 
prior to yont leaving the connty f 



Dken of, all these a 



Ansicer. 1 

Qaesiiim. What month did you leave th«ro f 
Annver. It was last month two years a^'o, 
gaeation. In October, 1S69 ? 
Awficer. Yes, sir. 

^aeslion. You have not been there since T 
■. No, si 



Qaeslion. What is the population of Jackson County I 

Anmeer. It is very lat^ ; Iconld not rightly describe it ; Isuppose froiu 
thousand ; more than that, maybe. 

Qaeaiioit. What proportion are colored and what white i 
'Angaer. There are more colored than there are white. 

Qaestiim. How many more T 

Avamer. Agood many more, 

Qaeslion. Hov many votes in the county 1 

Anncer. Colored vot«st 

Qaesiion. I mean all combined. 

Answer. I do not know rightly. I staid at the box one elect 
has been tore up and bothered bo bad I could not tell now. 

QaestUm. What is the colored majority in that county i 

AniiBer, As well as I can get at it I sbould suppose " 
Tety large indeed — maybe npwardof three thonaand. 

Queetion. Are there more than two blacks to one white! 

Aimeeir. I think about two to cue, 

QneatUm. Twocoloredtoone white! 

AiDteer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation, Then, at elections j'oo have everything your on 
■""*-'! ; you elect whom yon please ! 



lysclf, but iiij mind 



IS about three thousand ; it 



n way in 



Anewer. Ye8,s 
Quesfioii. Do yon generally elect colored men 
Answer. We generally elect one colored and o 
©MesHoB. Who were your senators T 
Ansvier. The last time I was there they wer 
Fortune, and Mr. Bryant. 

Qaofion. Who were the white men I 
Antmer. Hamilton and Purman, 
Qaettion. Did you eTer hold an office? 



> the legislature in those plac 



C, M. Hamilton, Iilajor Purman, Mr 



n the CI 



n that framed the constitntiou ! 
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Qiicslion, Nor in tbe legislature ! 

AntDeer. No, sir, 

QuoHon. Yon never held any office of any kind I 

Aimeer. No, wr. 

Qaeatton. Wliat ■was yoar occupation ! 

^lisiror. Carpenterinj; and attending to my little farm at tome. 

QiWiimn. Were you n slave before the war 1 

Jnaicer No, sir. 

Question. Yoq were torn ftee f ■ 

Anaicer. Yes, sir. 

QiieBliofi. How long ago was it that tbe people you liave named were killed f 

AnaiBtr. That was ahout three weeks before I left there. 

Question. You knew them} 

Anneer. Yes. sir. 

Question. How far from yon were they killed I 

Ansiver. About one mile. 

Que$tioR. Was It ever ascertained by whom tbey were killed ! 

Aimeer. Yi'S, sir. 

Qaeetton. Who was it t 

Aniwer. Their names were young Billy Coker and Peter Altman ; tUey were accused 
of it, and an attempt was made to arrest them ; but before they could get hold of tiieiu 
they got away, and the last I heard of them they were in Europe, or eomewhere or 

Queation. Had they gone out of the United States T 

Answer. They h.id gone somewhere. 

Queation. How did they kill those people? 

Ansjeer. The gentleman who tised to own them said that the woman's throat was 
cut from ear to ear, and her hair all torn up by tbe routs; that the.rest had their 
throats cut too ; thoy used to belong to him. 

QaesHow. Who was he t 

Aunner. William Nichols; he used to own them. 

Queslion, Did Lo undertake to prosecut* those men f 

AttSKer. I do not know ; I was very badly disturbed myself, and was for getting 
away, and did not know what was done. 

Question. You did not see those parties after they were dead f 

Answer. Ho, sir. 

Question. How did yon know thoy were dead 1 

AnsKor. I saw people who went and took the corpses and buried them. 

Question. Those two young men who killed them made their escape to Europe T 

Anmvei: Tbey have escaped, so I have heard. 

Qu43tion. Yon have spofeen of other perstms ! 

AnsiBer. Another brother to that one, Oscar Hichols ; a brother to that same man was 
killed. ■ 

Question. Who killed him t 

Jnsiper. That same Peter Altman ; I saw that with my own two eyes. Ho went out 
with this fellow and appeared to be iiunting, I do not know what for ; and when he 
came back his coat was spattered all over with brains, and I hcanl him say, " Somebody 
has tilled Oscar," They said to him, "What did tliey kill him for?" He said, "I don't 
know." I saw the braius all ■on his coat with my own two eyes. They asked who shot 
Lim, and they could not tell anything about it. 

Que$tion. He is one of the men has gone to Europe and got out of tbe way t 

Ansteer. Yes, sir ; he is one who wont. Then a colored sheriff that we had there, 
named Calvin Rogers, a good man and as true a man aa ever there was iu tbe 
world, and one who attended to his own business ; they did not lit e liiui because bo 
held ofQce. They had him under bond, and did everything they could ; 1 know some 
of the very men who went on his bond. 

Question. They made liim cive bond T 

Atiswer. Tea, sir ; for Sl,5w, I believe. 
Question. For the performance of his duties S 
. Aasiuer. I think it was. 

Question. Was that required by law ? 

AnsiBer. I do not know ; they had just ae much law as they pleased. 

QHestimt. Was it an act of oppression compelling him to give bonds ( 

Answer. I suppose it was ; I do not know rightly what it was they had against him, 
but they alwajs tried to pick aome flaw with him. They took him and said they were 
going to put him in jail if he could not give bond for such an amonnt ; I think tbe bond 
was §1,500, and I and some more men stood it. After a time they got after him to kill 
liim, and he ran ofi'; this same youug Coker and his father got after him to kill hioi, 
and he ran off. Since I left there I heard that they eame up on him somewhere and 
killed him; I do not know myself how it is. 
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By the Chairman ; 

^neetUm. Killed Rogers I 

A»»wer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. BiYARit : 

QaesUan. How long after yon left was Rogers killetl ? 

Answer. When I came away they obnldnot find him. He was a thoroughgoing man; 
he wasastnmiHSpeaker, and tried to eaeite the colored people totho right thing ao far 
as he Gould. 

Queatioit. Bid he make public epeechea T 

Answer. Yea, air. He wonld work for a, man aud make him pay him. Ho appeared 
to be leading the other men who were ignorant and had not 90 mneh aense as he had, 
and they wanted to get him oat of the way ; they said they intended to do that aud 
to get the very last one out of the way. 

QueaUon. Of whom are yon speaking when you say " they V 

Answer. The opposite party ; I do not know that I coald call all the names. This 
Coker was one of the leading ones, and Mr. Barnes and soTeral other leading citineiia 

QnesUon. You spoke of tfaeir determination to do so and so ; whom did you ever hear 
say that the leading republicans should leave the county T 

Jjiswer. Coker for one. 

QueslUm. Who was he I 

Answer. Jimmy Coker, Biliy'a &ther. 

QitteUon. Did he live there T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he kept store in Mariauna. 

Q_ueBtion. What did he say ? 

Anainer. He said that all the leading republicans should not stay there ; that they 
would carry the next election or kill the very last dammed republican in the place. 

Qaealimt. Who olao said ao ! 

Answer. A great many agreed with him ; I cannot tell ail the names ; Joe Barnes 

Question. Did you hear him say so ? 
Ansteei: Yes, sir. 

Question. Before jou left f 

Answer. Yes, sir. Whatever one leading man said numbers of them would haug 
right to him ; Barnes was one of the head leading men. 

Question. Do you know any white rcpnblicana in that county except those who held 
office f 

Answer. Tery few. 

QaesH/m. How many I 

Answer. 1 auppoae there were about twenty or thirty scattered about, and at 
times they were almost afraid to own what they were ; they were just merely on 
the balance; theykaew that just aa certaiu as they said what they were they could 
not stay there; they could not come right square out and say what they were. 

Qnestion. Who was jndge of your county 1 . 

Answer. I believe Judge Buan waa the judge at that time. 

QiKstiim. He held conrt there ! 

Ansiver. Yea, sir. 

QuesHon. Who was the clerk ? 

Answer. This Dickinson that they killed. 

Question. He had been an agent of the Freedmen's Bureau t 

Answer. Yes, sir ; lie waa the agent at the time they tried to get me out that night. 

Question. Who was the Staters attorney ! 

Answer. A. Mr. Milton, William Milton, Governor Milton's aos ; he was apparently a 
very nice man. 

QuealiMi. Who waa the ehenff! 

Answer. One sheriff was named Henry King, from Maine. 

Questian. Where was Dickinson from ? 

Answer. From Pennsylvania. 

Question. Where was Bush from t 

Answer. He is a native of Florida. 

Question. Who were your justices of the peace t 

Answer. It is right at my tongue's end, bat I cannot get my head together "ightly to 
save my life. 

Qaes&on. How many justices of the peace had you there t 

Answer. I think Mr. Hamilton was one, and that Mr. Dickinson dealt in that way. I 
know that little things occurring on back farms about contracts would go to those 

n agaJnat those who em- 
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Ajiswer. Yes, air. 

^u^tion. Yon elected your own constable there S 

jlneww. Yea, sir. 

QmsttoTi. Who was he T 

Aaateer. Calvin Rogers, and Mr, King, from the State of Jlaiue. 

©uesHoB, Was Calvin, Kogera a colored man? 

Aiuwer. Yes, air. 

Question. And Mr. King was from the State of Maine T 

Ansieer. Yea, sir ; he left there, and they hati another man there by thp name of 
West; lie was sent there a few daja before I left. 
By the Chairmam : 

Qaestian. Who was the high sheriff of that county I 

Ansaer. Henry King, from the State of Maine. 

Qa^ion. Was Rogers a sheriff or a deputy sheriff T 

A«swei: A deputy under him. 

Question. Bid you have constables besides T 

Answer. No others besides that I recollect of at this time. 

Question. You do not recollect whether they had any constables or not besides the 
sheriff and his deputy i 

Ansicer. 1 do not recollect any in that place. 

Qne&tUm. To what party did those leading men, Cokerand Barnes, belongi 

Anineer. To what they called the conservative party at that time. 

Qaestion. Thoy were opposed to the republican partyl 

Answer. O, yes, sir, bitterly ; they hated them. Theygot so thereat one time that they 
would not give a republican any work, and if they went to sell a republican anything 
they would charge him double price ; they had a terrible time there at that time. 



i, Florida, Xbvoitbef 11, 1671. 

B.F.TIDWELLB' 
By the Chairman ; 

Queafi(yn. What is your age ; where were you bom ; where do you now reside ; and 
what is your olBcial position at the present time! 

^mstwr. I am forty years of age. I was bom in the State of Geoi^a ; and I now reside 
in tJadison County, Florida. I amconnty judge of Madisou County at this time. 

Qaeeti&a. Our object is to ascertain to what extent the laws are exconted, and pro- 
tection is extended to life and property in this State. Please give us any information 
you m^y have that bears upon that subject ; in the first instance, as far as relates to 
your county especially, and then, if you have information, in regard to other parts of 
the State. 

Amwer. WeD, we make.an effort there t-o executo the laws, but it is rather ioose. I 
believe the county officers do their duty as near as they possibly can. 

Que&lioii. Have you in your county any organization that is commonly spoken of as 
Kn-Klux? 

Anstoer. I believe there are some there. 

Qu^tion. What induces you so to believe? 

Ansieer. From the sworn testimony of persons who I believe to be true in their state- 

QuesUon. Under what circnmstanees was that testimony given T 

jBaioer. Generally in' holding inquisitions. I have acted as justice of the peace of 
that county, and have taken down the evidence when holding inquisitions over the 
dead bodies of persons who had been murdered. 

Question. How many inqnests do you suppose you have knowp to be holden in that 
county withm the last two or three years ? 

Answer I think some twenty or twenty-five that I know of my own knowledge, 
possibly more I am satisfled that there have been over twenty. 

Questiwt That number of homicides ? 

Ansioer We call them murders. 

Seaiton In the county of Madison f 
Bwer Yes, sir. 
QoBsttim Within how many years ? 
Answer Within the past tnree years. 

QtteBlWTi. Have these murders been of white or colored persons T 
Answer There have been a few whites, but they are generally colored. 
Qaesiuin What did the inqueats generally disclose as to the character of the homi- 
cides—how they were perpe&ated t 
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Amvier. By a party of men not known, afmed with gnna and pistils, who would go 
in apon a man in his house wliere he was asleep. 

Qveilion. In the night t 

ARttPer. Yes, sir. 

QueetUm. Would they be in disguise f 

Answer. Tes, sir. 

Question. Were these acts confined to any one part of the county ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Has anyone been punished by the law for any of these numerous murders V 

Anmeer. There has been only one man that I know of punished, probably another, 
who was said to be accessory, for any crime of that ohnraoter, that I know of. There 
was ft colored man executed there for killing another, hut that was an open light that 
occurred among themselves. 

QuesiUm. In an open fight one colored man killed another^ 

AnsKer. Tes, sir. 

QiieaiUin. Ho was arrested, tried, condemned, and hanged? 

Anamer. Yes, sir. 

Quealioa. Have yon known any white man in your county to be punished for any 
stiminal act upon a colored man ! 

Answer. I have not, that I am cognizant of. 

Queation. What is the difficulty in the way of ferreting out and bringing to punish- 
ment those who commit acts of crime f 

Aiwwer. The trouble is in not beinK able to identify them; and when we have suffi* 
ciejit ground to issue a warrant for flieir arrest they ^et out of the way, loiter f.roiv.id 
a while, keep out of the way of the officers for a while, and then leave the county ; 
some of them do ; others I think are there yet. 

QueeUon. Is there any indisposition on the part of the people to proseeuio, or on the 
part of the officers to do their duty t 

Answer. I believe the officers are disposed to do their duty, but I do not believe that 
every one there, as a general thing, would give the officf •• • ■ 

Question. Sappose an officer was to summon a poss< 
offenders— a posse of armed white men— do you think h 
bringing them to liis aid ? 

Answer, I think so ; but I could not state, of my own knowledge, anything in refer- 
ence to that. 

Qaestion. What has been the effect of these aete of violence upon the colored people ! 

Answer. I think it has kept them from taking homes of their own, and settliugdown 
npon their own farms ; they think they will be interfered with and tronbleil. 
Question. How has it aflected the labor of the country f 

Ansviei: I can only state what Itbink; I think it has been a great injury to it. 
Qiiesti(nt. What is the reason or excnse assigned for this violence t 
Answer. I have only heard one side of the question ; the colored men say it is for the 
purpose of preventing them from farming for themselves ; they are not allowed by tli'.s 
class to do so ; they are told to go to some white person and hire out with him on his 
plantation ; that is their statement. 

Question. Do yon know what reason these people themselves give for these acts of 
violence, they or their friends, for I suppose they have friends ? 

Anawa: I could not answer that, because I have not heard. 

Question. Are there any persons in your eoramnnity that exense this conduct, or at- 
tempt to palliate it In any way t 

Answer. In making inquiries about these matters, I have (generally found that they 
said the parties were accused of some crime — stealing, or something of that sort— 
therefore th^- are disposed to get shot of them. 
Question. That is, the parties who were killed ? 

Ansfver. Yes, sir ; I have heard it said by pei-sons that those were the leasoa^ v.iiy 
they had been treated in that manner. 

'* I. Did they give any reason why they did not go to the law to obtain 



Answer. Tes, sir; I have he^rd a great many say they had no law; that there was 
no protection to their property ; at the same time, I thought tiiey were disposed not 
oven to use what means in that way was in their power ; Ido not think they were dis- 
posed tfl go to law. 

Qneation. I suppose you have laws to punish men for stealing J 

Amwer. Tes, sir ; 

Question. Can those laws be esecuted, and are they esecnled with reasonable 
efficiency t 

An^wei: They would be if the citizens wonld give that assistance to the ofDteta tliat 
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Quesfimi. What is the object in having them vot* at the county-aeat ? 

Aiumei: I happened to be one of the county commisaioners at tte time, and my no- 
tion was that ii they did not ro there, they would be intimidated. 

Qii^iion. In other words, the n^roes would be better protected at the polls at t'.ie 
connty-aeat, and could vote more securely there f 

Jnaicer, Yes, sir. 

QueatUn. What, iu your judgment, would be the case if they voted in the country 
away from town j 

Answer. I believe they would not have an opportunity of voting as they pleased ; 
that is my aotion; that is what I believe. 

Qiwstion. State, if you please, whether these murdered people belonged esclnsively 
to either one politick party or the other, or promiscuouely to both. 

Ansaer. I think tiey belonged invariably to the republican party. 

Question. What has been the effect of these various murders upon the republicans of 
your county I 

Angae): I think the effect has had a tendency to intimidate both white and colored. 

Qumllon. To give theta a sense of insecurity and personal danger I 

AnaKer. Yes, sir. 

Queetiotti 'What has been the character of the men who have been killedt 

Answer. I have tal^n particular pains in trying to ascertain and find oat what the 
character of those men wore, and in every instance they have been remarkable for their 
honesty, intelligence, and labor; I have heard no charge whatever brought against 

(Jiiesfion. Have they been men of influence among their own people ? 

Amwer. Yes, sir ; the roost of them have been. 

Qwesti&n. What has been the character of the white men that have been killed t 

Answer. I think it has not been exceeding three months ago that a white tnan was 
killed at his house at night— probably 11 or 13 o'clock ; he was called out of hia house 
and killed by a party of aimed men. 

Q>ie»ti<m. What was his namot 

An^aier. Allison. 

Question. What was his first name ? 

Answer. I cannot recollect his given name at this time. 

Question. What was his character? 

JiiiOTPCT-, I did bear from men who w 
that did not belong to him ; he had. nev 
were made aeainet him in court. 

Qiie»ti//n. When did you hear this allegation of stealing, before he was killed or 
afterward I 

An^oer. I heard it befbre he was killed. 

Qaestion. From what quarters did it come T 

Answer. Itcamo&omamanthat I regarded as a very good citizen; a man who stands 
very fair, 

Qiitation. You say there never had been any prosecution against him T 

Anewei: Not that I know of. 

Question. Was he a new-comer there, or had he been Jiving there all the while? 

Answer. I think his father lived in that coonty; I think he was raised in Madison 
and Lafayette Counties. 

QneitUm. Do you know whether it was generally the case when they killed a man 
that they aiterward accused him of having committed, some offense or other ! 

Answer. I cannot say it was generally the case. 

Quealion. How have the negroes behaved themselves in your country ! 

Answer. I think remarkably well. 

Quesfioa. How have they been in the matter of labor, industry, i 

Ansioer. 1 think they do as well aa they generally do in the ^ffe 
State; I think they generally show a disposition to labor. 

Question. Wherever they have been dealt with justly, and have had fair treatment, 
have you heai-d any complaint between them and their employers ? 

Amufer. None at all. 
ByMr. Bayakd: 

QiitslioH. When did you come to Florida I 

Answer. I came to Florida in the latter part of 1800. 

Queslioa. Where were you during the war ! 

Answer. I was in General Lee's army. 

QuesiiMi. Did you settle here in 1860! ^ 

j-iieit'er. No, sir; I came down here during the war ; 1 was in bad health. 

Qaestion. When did you make your residence in Florida? 

Answer. 1 have regarded my residence as here since the war ; but I eniiated from here 
iu 1861, when the war broke out. 
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Qtieslioa. What offices have you held in Korifiii since you came here 1 

Answer. Only those of justice of the peace and county judge. 

Quettien. Yon held them for how long? 

Anmer. For the past three yeais and over; Ibave been acting as county judge in 
Madison Connty since Fehmary last. 

QuestioK. Haa Madison Connty been your residence since you were in Florida ? 

Anmer. I Btopped in Leon County a portion of the time. 

QaesHim. And m Madison Connty for the past three jeamt 

Amieer. Yes, sir, 

QaedtioTi. Dnring-whioh time yon have been juEticc of the peace and county judge? 

AnBwer. Tes, air. 

QnesUon. Madison County is on the line of the railroad tlirongli the State ? 

Anaicer, Yes, sir. 

Qaeaiwn. Does the railroad pass through your town t 

Amuier. It passes near it; 1 do not believe it strikes what wo call the corporation. 

^iiesfion. You say you believe there have been at least twenty cases of homicide m 
jour connty within the last three years? 

AnsiBer. Yea, sir. 

Qaesliiyn. During your term of office theref 

Anateer. Yes, sir. 

Qamtmt. During which portion of that time have the most of tlicse cases occurred ? 

JlBSwei". Up to within the laat year. 

Qiiestum. Have yon had any cases within the last year? 

Ansioer. Yes, sir. 

QiienUm. What cases? 

An iu>er. There have been two cases; one of this man Allison, and one of a colored 
mani I did not hold the inqnisition, npon either of them. 

QaesHou. Within the last year you have had two cases? 

Antwer. There have boon two mnrders; I did not hold the inquisitions upon them. 

Question. Did yon hold inquests upon all the others ? 

Ansvier. Upon nearly every one ; or rather I have held inquisitions on ten or twelve 
since I havo been there. 

QMeti(m. Ten or twelve of the twenty are all you have personal knowledge of ? 

An»txr. Yes, sir. 

Qaexlion. And none of those occurred within the last year T 

Ansteer. No, sir. 

QaeaUon. They were all prior to that time? 

AneiBer. Well, I think that, in November a year ago, a man was shot ; I presume 
within not more than a mile of the court-house; it was in hearing of the court-house. 

QitciWm. Who shot him ? 

Aimii&: We have not been able to ascertain who it was ; I held the inquisition npon 
him ; he was shot, aud died within some forty-eight hours after he was shot. He had 
been in town hauUng a load of wood. 

QueatUm. Was he a white man ? 

Amwetr. Yes, sir; he was a citizftn living near town. 

QaegtioH. Did you get any clew to his murderers ? 

Ansvxr. A suspicion, nothing more; the suspicion fell against another while man, 
who has since died. 

©ueBiiOfi. Was there had blood between the two ? 

AKSMter. That was the impression. 

Qaea^on. They supposed this young man had kiUed him ? 

Jmsiuer. Yes, sir ; he has since died. 

ijaeslion. Allison was a white man, who was charged with heiug dishonest? 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that his general repute ! 

Ammer. I cannot say that it was ; I was not personally acquainted with him. 

QueaHon. Who was supposed to have killed him ? 

Anewer. I made some inquiry in reference to it ; the parties who it was supposed did 
the deed went on horseback where he was living, killed him, and galloped off. A 
colored man living about a mile and a half probably from where he.was, was near the 
road, and saw three or four men coming in a pretty rapid lope. 
Questtoit. Coming from that direction! 

Avswer. Yes, sir. 

QuBBlioii. Were they dressed in any particular manner ! 

Ansieer. He was behind a fence, and could not teU who they were ; he thought if it 
had been light enough bo could have told ; thoy passed very quickly. I asked him if 
he recogniaed any of the horses, and he said he did not. 
QaetUon. Were the men diagniaed at all? 

Answer. Ho was not able to tell. 
Question. Was it a dark night? 
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Aiis'iei: Kot very dark, lint it would have 
liim, even if he diU know. 

Qufslioii. Was there any other fact than that those n 
\vMcb this assassination had been committed that led 



hard matter to have got it out of 



the n 



u? 



Answer. There were other parties living on the road who hoard them, gallop down, 
from the honse where this maji was killed, and go on in that direction, hnt the; stated 
tliej' did not know who they were. 

Question. The facts were, that the man was shot, and three or four men on horseback 
came from the direction of his dwelling! 

Ajtswer. Yes, sir. 

QitesUon, That was all that was known ! 

A-amser. Yes, sir. 

it know ! 



■e you do n 



QtiesfiOR. Who the 

Atmea: No, sir. 

Question. That was how lone hackf 

Anewer. Witliin three months. 

Question. And there was another 

Amwer. Yes, a' 

Question. And 
wlienT 

Answer. This case of Allison 
know of; they are only those I hi 



of which you have personal knowledge occurred 
ir twelve cases that I 



included among those ti 
held inquisitions on. 
Queslioti. What was the character of the inform atidn.y on had in regard to those other 
murders! 

Answer. Jnst as I have tflld you; there were two of them, 1 think, that I was ahle 
to tell who committed the murders, 
©Mcgfion. How long have you had possession of that information! 
Probably a couple of days after it was done. 
Why have you not taken process against them? 
We have. 
Have they been indioted ! 
They left and got out of the way. 
. Have they been, indicted! 
I think there were true bills against them. 
You have grand juries ! 



Answer. 
Questio; 
Answer, 
Question. 
Ansmer. 
Question. 
Ansieei: 

Answer. 
Ques^an. 
Answer. 

Question 
Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 
Ansiver. 
Qaeslwn. 



Yes, s 



All of them appointed by Governor Reed! 
Yes, sir. 

He appointed you to office! 

S'es, sir. 

And the county clerk! 
Yea, sir, 

he appoint the county 



^esHira. Does he have the power to i( 
An^mer. I nresume so. 
Qaestion. 
Attstcer. 't 
aod sheriff. 
Question. 
Answer, ' 



n by the justice of the peace, clerk, 



Answer. 1 



Questioti 

Answer. 

QuesUon. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. Do 

Answer. ' ' ' 

Question. 

Answer. . 

Question. 



All three of those ol 

t. The sheriff is appointed by him ' 
Yes, sir. 
IB. The clerk is appointed by him t 
■ Yes, s^- 



6 appointed by the governor? 



And the justice of the peace ia appointed by himt 



The grand juries are in session how often! 
Twice a year, unless we have a called session. 

■" " take cognizance of all these cases I 

oeueve they have all been referred to them, so far 

Has the prosecuting officer sent ia indictments ! 
He has in some cases ; as to all I cannot say. 

. In what cases in which indictments Lave been found did you hav 
the supposed murderers! 



e have inform a lion 
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Answer^ 1 have not soeu tLc iDilictiaeiitfi ; but I ivas infoi'mecl tbat it was so i:: tiio 
instance whore tbe niaii was sliot near the cnurt-lioiise. 

QiMsMon. The joang mau who siibsec[uently diet! 1 

Anewer. Yes, air. 

QuettUm. Was atrao bill found against biuj? 

Answer. I thint so. 

Qumiiim. And his death has put an end to that pcosecuUon 1 

A>isii>a\ I think a bill was foand at the last court. 

QutsiUm. And hu has died since ! 

A.n»>i)er. Yes, sir. 

QueatU>n. Ho is bejond the reacli of the law ? 

Jwsii'fi'. Yes, sir. 

QKesiion. What other man has been indicted ? 

j5!is!t'fl-, A man by the name of Barfleld, foi' killing a young boy. 

QuesUon. When? , 

Aniieer. The indictment was found shortly after the ocourrcaice, which I think hap- 
pened in 1868 or 1869. 

Question. Was be over tried? 

Ansvter. No, sir ; he has never been got hold of. 

Qaution. Where is he ? 

Aaawer. He left immediately, aud went oft" to Georgia. 

QaeatU>n. He went out of the State ? 

Ansjrer. Yes, sir; there was some effort made to catch him there, but he madfl 
another move, and I have not kept up with it siuce. 

" " " ' ' " ' has obtained requisitions for 

_ --„ — , — -o . in different cases, in fact, inmost 

of tbem. 

Qacitioit. For persons who have fled the State ! 

Answer. Or for arresting them and convicting them. 

Question. Suppose those men had remaiued in the State, those whose names yoii. 
know, or who were indioted, could you arrest them f 

Ansieei: I think they would have misde aa effort to have done it, and I think thuy 
would have been arrested. - 

QaestioR. Wbeu jou bring them before your courts and juries, can you convict 
themt 

An»wer. I can only state as to one instance of the kind. There was a mau who killed 
a party. 

Quealion, Give the dates. 

Ansicer. I cannot ; I am a poor hand at dates. 

QuesUoit. Give the year, can you I 

Aiiimer. I will eay it was dutine the year 1869, 1 think ; I will not say positively. 
A white man killed a negro man there in the streets of MMlison, 

^uestioii. In the day-time i 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was a true bill found against him, and he was tried by a 
Jury and acquitted. 

Question, Did you hear that trial f 

Answer. A portion of it. 

QaetU<m. Was it a m£l4e between the two T 

Answee. I thought there was pretty strong evidence to convict the mau. 

Question. How was the jury who tried bim composed ! 

Aimrer. It was composed of the citizens there. 

Question. Were they colored? 

Anstcer. They were white, I think. 

Qaeatioa, Entirely so! 

Answer. I think they were. 

Question. Were yon present in conrt ! 

Antwei: Yes, sir. 

Question. Didyonsoe the jury? 

Amwer. Ym, sir. 

QiwstJOB. Were there any negroes on it ? 

Ansmr. I do not think there were; there wight have been one or two, but I do not 
think there was any colored man on that jury. 

Qatstion. He was tried and acquitted f 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, 

Qaestion. Was it alleged that he did it in self-defense ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qiieslion. That was the character of his defense? 

Anaicer. Yes, sir; that is my impression. 

Question. Thai he committed the act in sclf-defeaBo ? 
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jlmwcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wiiat cases liave you knowledge of, among those teu or twelve which too 
bare mentioned, where a man was murderedlj; abaadof disgnisedmeu at night I 

Answer. From the sworn testimony of eje-witnesaes. 

Qneaiion. State the cases in which that occurred — how many of those cases were of 
that kind. 

Answer. There was one case of a maa by the name of Eichard Smith, a mulatto. 

QfteatUm. Wheu was that, in what year? 

Ana^eer. I think that was in 1869; I cannot give dates closely. I have hail a 
f^at deal of bnaiuesa in that time; I have the record at home, and I think it was in 
the year 1669. He was a laborer, and had some other laborers employed picking cot- 
ton. I suppose it was nearly thirty miles fixim the conrt-honse. They had retired to 
Hleep ; they had permission from toe owner of the honse that he worked for to sleep iu 
the cotton-house. I tliink there were seven or eight women, children, and men in the 
house. Late that night, they thought about 13 «r 1 o'clock, a party of men went into 
the house, and struck a match, so that the others ail could see them. They saw that 
they had on masks; they described their arms, 'whioh corresponded with some arms 
that bad been t^en &om a train on the raUroad— arms belonging to the State ; they 
described tbero so that no one could have Lad any doubt as to the arms, but from the 
masks they were unable to tell who they were. Tiioy shot the man, and left his body 
in an awfnl conditiou ; they dragged him oiit of the bouse, and left him lying near 
the door. 

Questiim. His name was Smith ! 

Ansvter, Richard Smith. 

Qatetion. A mulatto man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qii^iiaa. Did they do any other damage than that? 

Anatner. He was the only one interfered with. 

Queaiitm. Was any one arrested for that? 

Avawer. Never to my knowledce. 

Qaesti(m. Were those people able to identify any of the parties T 

Answer. They were not. 

Caesiifln. How many men were engaged in that? 

Ansvier. I think they said there were from four to sis. 

QunBtUm. Did you ever know of any reason suggested for tl 

Answer. None; only from .what the other colored perao 
repoblican. 

ftMEBHon. That they know T 

Answer. That was the only reason they were able to give ; they knew of no other. I 
inquired pretty closely about the man, and found he was an indnstrious laborer. 

Queation. That was the only reason they conld give 1 

Anncer, Yes, sir ; he had committed no other offense, and they did not know of any 

§MS(ion. That is one case; what other case of these ten or twelve was committed 
nnder similar circumstances? 

Answer. There was another case near Madison, some three and a half or fonr miles 
from Madison. A party had been out on some business in the neighborhood ; probably 
had a yoke of oxen along with him. Ho was overtaken abont dark, as he was going 
home, a short distaucefrom the house. Accordingtohia statement the next morning, as 
I afterward heard, they passed himin thelane; he did not know who they were. He 
ivent on homo and told some others, who were living with him, that there was some 
mischief up, he tliougbt. 

QaesUon. He was a colored man? 

Avatcer. Tea, sir. And that they had better look ont. The fact, as near as I can get 
at it, was tliat they had some guns. Some time daring the night, late in the night, 
they heard a party coming, and prepared themselves for tbeni ; some of them got out 
of the honse, and some of them remained in it. The party rushed uji to the door, and 
Khot this man down dead ; he did not speak but oneo or twice. 

Qaealion. Did the others return the lire T 

Answer. There was one colored man who returned the fire, and it was believed he 
wounded one of them. 

Question. Did that disperse them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They then rode away T 

Answer. They were not on horseback; they hitched their horses some one hundred and 
fifty yards away from the house; I went there myself, and saw where they wercbiiehed. 

Qneeiion. They were repulsed by that discharge 1 

.insu-er. I nresumc so. 

Qiu^silion. Before that they had killed one of the number* 

Aimcer. Yes, sir; they rushed right up to the door and killed one of the number. I 
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think this man who fired at them had been whipped and ruu off from his hjii^e ; Lo 
lived near tbo Georgia line, he and another family, and he went down there rather for 
protection. It was the next day that I held the iniinisition upon the body, and obtained 
this information from th« parties. 

QuestUtrt. Did he see the men who approached? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Bid he recognize them at allt 

Anstcer. It waa in the night; they had a light hurningiu the shanty, hut they were 
unable to state that they saw any person they tiiew. 

Qa^tUm. Did ho say the patties who came there were in disguise ? 

Answer. No, air, ho did not say they were disguised. 

QuestUyn. What other case do yon rememljer t 

Aimver. I remember a case that happened on Snwanee Eiver, near EllisviUe; I am 
under the impression that waa dnring the year 1870. There wuce two white men who 
murdered a colored man who had walked out from the mill, Mr. Drew's mill. Thev 
met him in the road and just shot him down, aud dragged him off a piece, and threw 
him into a lime-sink. 

Que^Um. Was it known who they were ! 

Answer. Tea, air ; one of the men who was present 1 had before me. 

Qa^atioTt. Tou had him arrested ? 

Answer. Tea, sir. 

QKeelion. Did yon indict him? 

Anstcer. I put him under arrest, committed him, and he was taken out of jail, I think, 
hy the county judge at that time, and discharged, ho and, another party ; I committed 
two of them. The party who he said committed the act lay around for a day or two, 
a day probably, and then sknlked off; we could not find where he went to. We heard 
that ho was in Live Oak, and the sheriff sent a warrant down there, but he was not 

QaesUou. Was he ever indicted 1 

Ajtavier. I tliinfc there was a trao bill found against him. 

Qjieaticrn. Has he ever been apprehended? 

Answer. Wo, sir. 

Qiiestion. In what part of the country ia he now ? 

Answer. I am unable to tell you. 

QmsUmt. Do yon know whether he is in the State or not I 

.^mitier. I do not. 

Question. Has there been a reward offered for his apprehension? 

Answer. I thinlc so. 

Qaeslion. He has not been found? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. He has got out of the way ? 

Answer. Tea, sir. 

QuestiOTt. Do you believe Mm to be in yonr county ? 

Answer. 1 do not. 

Question. Was this in the open day or at night ? 

Aimcer. It was in the evening; I thinli it was late in the afternoon 

Qaestiim, The men were not disguised? 

Answer. Ho, sir. 

Qaestion. They jnst shot him down openly iu that way? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QuestUm. You had them before you ? 

Answer. I had a party who claimed to be present iu company with the men who <\i([ 
it.. He said there was no resistance made; that he met him in tlvc road, and jus i 
pulled his gun down on him, and shot him. 

Question. A ease of willful murde^? 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

QueslioH. He was discharged by the county judge ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qitestioii. Who is he? 

2-asteer. Judge Vann. 

Qaeaiion. Is fie county judge now ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

QueBtion. Yon have taken his place now ? 

Annwer. Yes, sir ; since February. 

Question. He was an appoiotee of Governor Reed? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qiiestion. Are there «ny other of those ten or twelve cases than the one yon have 
mentioned of the colored man, where the men were in disguise, iu which the murder 
was committed by a band of disguised men ! 

Answer. I am unable to tell yon ; I held an inquisition upon one bofly ; the evidence 
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slioweil that a party of men had murdereiiliiiij, andthero was a iiat found near where 
liis 1)od y was fuiind, thrown off into a little poud. 

Quealton. What did that hat prove I 

Amicer. It did not prove anything ; we could not prove whoao hat it was. 

Qaestioa. How did that affect the evidence in the case ; why did you mention that ; 
as a proof that the men wero disguised ? 

Auitver. I said I could not tell whether they were disguised or not. 

QueHioa. Does it come to this, that oat -of tho^ cases there was only one case of a 
partv in a band nod disguised t 

Answer. That is the only one. 

QMesSoH. Have you any knowledge at all whether the other cases were more than 
usual cases of homicide, proceeding from revenue or ill-feeling of eomo kind f 

Answer. Well, sir, in tms instance that I speak of, where the mun was taken off and 
thrown into a pond, thtsre was uo evidence that he had any enemies. 

Queation. He was shot Ijy a single man ! 

AnsuieT. The circumstances went to show that there were more than one engaged in 
tie murder. 

Qaestion. You have no knowledge beyond that fact, and that is taken from the num- 
ber of foot-prints, or something of that kindt 

Answer. Yes,sir. 

Qaertion. Do you think from those facts that it was anything more than an ordinary 
case of homicide t 

Answer. In this instance I speak of it was a quarter of a mile or more froitf where 
the man wae shot, and I believe killed, because there was blood there and one of his 
shoes was found ; I have no doubt he was taken a quarter of a mile and thrown into 
the pond ; he was a stout man, and he could not have been taken there by one man. 

Questimt. You spoke of State arms ; did the State make any purchases of arms 1 

Answer. I think that Gtovernor Eeea contracted for some arms that were on the way 
to Tallahassee from this place, and those arms were destroyed in oar county. 

Qaeslion. When did Governor Reed make that purchase ! 

Ansicer. In I86S, I think ; that is my imtircssiou. 

Question. Whom did he pro|iose to arm with those arms ? 

Aitaicer. I am unable to tell you ; I never heard of any person that he intended to 

Qaeation. Was there ever any militia organization in yoar State ? 
^nsiBer. Yes, sir ; there is a militia organization now. 

Qaeslios. Comf>osed of people of both races ? 
Anaicer. Yes, bit. 

Question. Blacks and whites ! 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you ever known militia organizations of negroes alone ? 

Annver. I Lave never known of one called militia ; the people generally get up their 
own companies and have their own officers. 

Queatimi. Are they armed by the State ! 

Answer. There are none armed, that I know of by the State; no arms have been 
delivered to any militia. 

Qaeation. No State arms ? 

Answer. None that I know of. 

Qnestiim. Are the negroes tlirdngh the country generally well armed? 

Answer. I am unable to answer that question ; a great many of them have guns. 

Qiteatiwi, Yon spoke of one case where they were warned by one man who was after- 
wards killed, and they armed themselves and returned the lii'e ! 

Answer. Yes, sir; they had arms; nothing more than double-barreled shot-guns or 
single-barreled guns ; some perhaps bad pistols. 

Question, Is it generally the fact that thi'oughout the country they have arms of that 
kind! 

Anateer. More or less of them. 

Question. Yon spoke of a place of voting ii 
county commissioners, had selected it as a place 
county into that place on election day ? 

Answer. On that day we did. 

Qaesli/m. What election was that ? 

Answer. That is the only place that has been k 
been opened since I have been in the county ; wt 

Question. Was that fixed by law or by the c< 

Answer. By the commissioners. 

Question. Can the commissioners change the place of voting at their pleasure t 

Answer. I presume so. 

Qaestion. Move it wherever they please ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 



db,Google 



FLORIDA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 1^3 

QmsUoii. And havo it at auj point jou. ciioose to selett i 
Answer. Yea, air. 

Qnestiim. What is the popnlation o£ Madisou ! 

Answer. I took the ceusas there laet year, and as near as I reeolkct I thiuh there is 
a little rising of 11,000 inhabitaatB. 

Qaestion. Were yoaassistanWnited States marshal? 
Aitsicer. I acted as such to ta&e the censns. 

Qaetlkm. What is the proportion of colored population and white popnlation J 
Answer. I think that two-thirds are colored. 
QueslU^n. Two black men to one white man in that county 3 
Ansv!er. Yea, sir. 

Question. They ontnumher them two to one i 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestiatt. Wnat is the poll of yonr county t 
Ansteer. I think at the last election we voted some 1,SOO votes. 
Question. How many were colored votes ? 

Ani.aeT I thmk there were not more than 350 or 400 white votes ; there might have 
heen as many as 500. 
Qaeslion The rest were hlack? 
Anaaer \ea air. 

Queslioa loa ict with the repnWican party? 
Ansirei I do 
Qaeatton Yoa have everything your own way there in elections ? 

Aniicer So far as 

Queetion I mean by that, that you always elect your own candidates. 
Aimeer Yes, sir. 

Question How many white r^ublicans are there ii 
Anmer rhat is rather a hard question; Iconld n 
there than ^eak ont and say tbey ate republicans. 
Qaesiton. How many are there to your own knowledge f 
Answer. Of my own knowledge I presume there are twenty-live or tbict^'. 
Qseslion. The official machinery of your county is entirely in the hands of pci'SOTis 
of yourpaxty ? 
Ansiner. I think it is at this time. 

Qaestion. Have you ever in yonr life Been any men m disguise in this State It 
Ansicei: I cannot say that I ever did. 

Qaeation. Have you yourself any knowledge of any such organization existing here ? 
Aas^ixr. Not of my own knowledge ; I have never been present at any of their meet- 
ings ; we know it from mmor only. 
By the Chaieman ; 
Q^ealUm. I understood yon to say that the nejpro who saw those persons riding away, 
himself standing behind a fence, wonld not be inclined to t«ll what he knew ; why ? 
Ansuief. I thliS: hebelievesthat if it was known he would be in danger of losing his 
life. 

Question. Doea that feeling prevail very generally among the colored people ? 
Answer. Yes, air ; that is my belief. 

Question. You have been asked yonr knowledge of a secret organization; I under- 
stand you to say you have no knowledge ! 
Answer. No personal knowledge. 
Question. What ia the opinion and belief in tl 
what is your opinion and belief H And state your re 
is or ia not such an organization. 

Answer. Well, air, the sworn evidence that I have already referred to, that was given 
in my own presence, is one reason why I believe an organization of that kind exists. 
Then I have'heard threats made,«nd.I have heard men aay that they believed that 
there was auch an organization, men whom I thought were truthful men. 

Quesiion. Is that the opinion among the republicans of your county, colored and 
white, that there is such an organiiatiou 1 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the opinion. 

Question. Do they trace these various murders that have been committed to that 
organization? 

JMSvrer. I could not say that they trace them to it, though they beheve that there 
is where they came from. 
Qaesti<m. That is what I meant to ask. 
Answer. Yes, sit. 

By Mr. Scopield : 
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By the CuMBUiN : 

QKeatUm. Ton have spoken about the State arms ; I understood yoa to say they were 
taken from the traiii eomewlieie ! 

Answer. That is what I heard, and that is what I helieve. I have seen some of the 
arma which were broken, and hronght into Madison, that were said to have been 
thrown off the train, I think there was a lieutenant sent op there to examine and 
look into tlie matter, and he said he had sufScient evidence to identify some parties 
who did it. 

Question. From tho information that you have, I nnderatand yon have no personal 
knowledge, but fi-om information ■which you deem reliable, do you believe that the 
arma wero thrown off by the railroad employ^ T 

Aasiver. By some parties whom I do not know ; no names have ever been given to 
me, and no parties have been described to me. 

Queetion. At what point were the arms taken from the train ? 

An)v>^. At or near station 5, Sandy Ford. 

QueaHon. In what county ia that ! 

Answer. Madison connty. 

Question. I understand you to say that you have seen parts of arms that you suppose 
tobeof them t 

Aiiswer. Yea, sir. 

QaesHon. What was the charad^er of the arm T 

Ansmr. I am now nnder the impression that they were the common Army-riSe. 

Question. In reply to aqnestionaskedaa to tho number of white republicans in yonr 
connty, you said that there were more there than spoke out. What reason have you for 
saying tiiatt 

Answer. Because there waa an old gentleman speaking to me this last week, and he 
told me that he believed that the republican party was the correct party — was the 
friends of the people ; IJiat their laws were good. But he said he did not attend the 
elections, 

Qaeslido. What reason did he give t 

Answer. He did not give me any reason ; he left me to draw my own conelusiou. 

duesUon. He had never attended an election ? 

Amwer. He said be did not attend elections then. 

QaesHoa. What reason do jon know of that would prevent men who are republicans 
in sentiment from speaking out and actin;; out tlieli principles 3 

Ansicer. I could not say they would be in danger of their lives if they did so, but I 
bdieve they think they would, and they would not be received and treated politely 
and kindly. I think that is their reason. 

Queition. Is there anything like ostracism, social or in business, towards the repah- 
licansf 

Aiitvjer. I think there is. 

Question. State whether by reason of your war record, to which you have referred in. 
reply to a question that has been asked you, you have escaped from tbia osticaciem. 

Answer. I have not, I have my sliare of it to stand up to. 

Qii«8tton. Does it extend to the families— the wives and children — of republicans T 

Ansvi&: It is true, I generally conduct myself so as to keep away from them and not 
associate with them, for I know I would not be treated very politely, and as a general 
tiling I never go into tlieir company, unless my business takes me among them. 
By Mr. Bayard : 

Question. Have yon personally had any injury inflicted upon you by anybody S 

Ansaer. So, sir, I cannot say that I have. 

Qacation. Itove you had any personal insult offered t* you ? 

.^iieiiier. I have beard conversations of parties who used language rather insulting. 

Question. Not addressed to you! 

AnsKer. No, sir, not directly. 

Question. But yon have overheard conversations in respect to yourself that were 
unpleasant to you t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have supported this State administration ! 

Anstcer. I have. 

Question. And approve of its course ? 

Ansjucr. So far as I was able to. 

Question. Have you taken an active part in politics f 

Ansu^er. No, air, i cannot say that I have taken a very active part. ^ 

Question. Have you been in any way a prominent man, a leader in the republican 
ranka in your county ? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. Yon have simply held the two ofBcea you have mentioned I 

Ansaer. Yes, sir. 
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By the Chairmas : 

QMatiOTi. Did yoii underatariil that those coiiveraations you refen'etl to wore iiiteiidod 
to be heard bj you ? 

Attsvi^. Yes, sir. 

Question. Men would use offensive and iusultiiiif lauguage in your preaeuco without 
tuiiiiug to your face in a bold, manly manner ana makmg known their purpose? 

Jjtmner. Ho, sir. 



Jacksonvtij.k, Florida, November 11, 1671. 
DAVID MONTGOMERY sworn and examined. 
By the Chaibman ; 

Question. WBat is your age; where were you boru ; where do yon now reside, and 
what offleiol position, if any, do you now occupy ! 

Answer. I am thirty-five years old : I was horn in Hew York, and I now reside ia 
Madison County, Florida; I am eheriff of the county of Madison. 

Question,. How long have you been sheriff! 

Answer. A little over three yeara. 

QamUon. What has been the condition of afiairs during that time, so far as the vio- 
lation of law is conoemed, and the punishment of men who violate the law 1 

Ansvier. W^, since I have been there I have made five hundred airests, speaking 
mthin bounds; I thick maybe they would go over that. In that time I think we 
have had within the neighborhood of thirty-seven marders-ia the county, and we have 
never been able to convict a man yet. 

Question. Have any been prosecuted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation. Why were they not convicted ? 

Answer. The jury would not do it ; that is the only reason I know. 

QaesUon. Can you give any reason why they did not do it ; do they not have siifE.- 
oient evidence, or is there something else T 

Ansioer. I take it that if a white man kills a colored man in any of the counties of 
this State you cannot convict Mm. 

Question. Have you known any instances of white men being tried for killing col- 

Answm: Tea, sir. 

QaesHon. Mention some of them. 

Answer. One man by the name of John T. Glass, for killing a colored man of the 
name of Oscar Tension. 

Question. Where did that killing take place? 

Ansiver. In Madison, right opposite the court-house ; I was sitting in my office and 
saw him do it. 

Question. What were the circumstances about the kiUingf 

Atuwm: As far as I understand, I was too fax away to hear what was said, they had 
had some woiHs about something. They were sitting in front of a store and had had 
some words there, and this colored man Tension called him a liar or something. I was 
busy in my office at the time and turned around for a moment, and when I looked 
again I saw that Tension had a chair and Glass had an ax. Glass out him three 
times, once in the side and twice in the arm.. He died in about fifteen minntea after- 

QnesHim. Who began the fight, as you understood? 

Aitswer. Well, I do not remember now. 

Qaestion. Do you know whether the negro commenced the fight on the white man ra- 
the white man on the negro? 

A<ami)Br. I think the colored man asked him to come out ; I think there was a httle 
feeling between them, but I do not know that to be a fact. 

Question. Have you known any other cases to be tried in that county, escepting that 
case, of a white man killing a negro t 

Answer. That was the only one ; we could never get the grand jury to find a bill 
agaiust any one after that, hardly. 

Question. Of these thirty-seven murders, which you say have ooourted in your 
county, how many were of white men and how many of colored men S 

Ansvier. I think there were only abont three white men tilled. Amanby thenameof 
Smith was killed; a man by thenameof Quiet was shot in the evening. As far as we 
couldlearn be had a difficulty with some of his neighbors; and a man was shot about 
six weeks ago by the name of Allison. 

Qaestion. How was the first white man killed, Smith? 

Answer. A. colored man by the same of Turner Woods killed him ; he came iu town 
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droDlt and. liad some difficulty with thia colored man, fired a pistol at him and iihot 
him through tlio rial of his hat. This colored man went into a store and got a musket 
and camo out and met him on the street and shot him. 

Qii^tion. How was AUison killed ? 

Answer, He lives abont eighteen miles from the town ; he was killed about half past 
19 o'clock at night. Three men went to his honse and called him oat, and fired at him, 
and killed him. 

Question. Were his family there ? 

Answer. No, sir; his family reside there, hut his wife was not there at the time; she 
■Wiia in Taylor County. He was running a plantatioa there for a lady whoso name I 

Question. How was it known that three men came there and called him out ? 

Answer. His little boy was there'. 

Qaestion. That was the information the boy gaveT 

Answer. Yes, sir; andsomecoloredpeoplewhowerecomingfrom church at tho time 
saw those three men ride away after the shots were heard. 

Qtiestion. Have there been any persona whipped in joar county ? 

Annuer. Tee, air. 

Question. How many, and in what parts of the county ! 

Armcer. In the upper portion of the county, on the Georgia hue ; I have heard of 
some foor or five. 

Question. How recently t 

Answer. The last I heard of was abont siK weeks ago. 

Qaestion. By whom were they whippedT 

Anmer. By some white people there, so they tell me. 

Question. Was it in t^e day-time, or in the night ? 

J-Hsiixr. In the nia;ht-time. 

QuesfeHi. Do you know whether they were disguised T 

Anamer. I do not know whether thap were or uot, but it strikes me that they were ; 
at least that is what the party said, I'think. 

Question. Tou spoke of having made five hundred arrests in your county? 

Answa: I should Judge there were about that many. 

Question. Were they arrests of white men, or of colored men I 

Answer. Of all kinds, white and colored. 

QiKstUm. What were the offenses for which they were arrested ! 

Anetcer. Assault and battery, whipping, larceny, and everything of that sort. 

Question. How many persons have been arrested for these thirty-seven murders 1 

Aiistcer. Well, I do not know exactly how many. 

Queslion. How many have been arrested for these whippings you have spoken of I 

Amwef. I do not thmk there baa been any. 

Question. Has anybody been punished by the law for these whippings ! 

iliimcer. No, sir. 

Question, Any for the murders ! 

Answer. Thej convicted this colored man foi; kUling the white man. He was granted 
a new trial, and there being no jail in onr county I took him to Hamilton County, and 
be escaped from there. A whole lot got ont there one night— some seven or eight of 

Questiott. He was convicted and a new trial granted, and he then escaped from 
prison t 

Ansaer Tes Bir. 

Question Is there in your county, to your knowledge, or upon reliable information, 
an organized hand of people who generally go by the name of Ku-Klux ? 

Ansae) I think thei'e is. 

Question Give yonr reasons for thinking so. 

Aastcei My reasons are these : I have bad a gentleman tell me that he was solicited 
to join an organization of that kind, and he told them he would not do it. 

Quiation What was his name! 

Aimcer E. H Willaid. 

Qaeslnon Did he tell jon who solicited him! 

Attsaer He did not; he said he bad been solicited. 

Question How long ago did he tell you this? 

An&wer Majbesiiweeksor two months. 

Qiiestwn Have yon any other reason for thinking there is such an organization in 
vour county t 

Aneuier O, yes, I have. There was a coloreil man there by the name of Gent, who 
was killed about three miles from town by a body of men, some of whom I have sinoo 
understood came from Hamilton County. Srane two years ago we bad a mim 
aiiested in the upper portion of the county, I disremember his name now. There was 
a colored family them by the name of Searbord, who had rented land. He had had 
some difficulty with some man living nezt to him, something about some hogs that 
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"!f ere missing. His daughter was whipped and hia wife was wbippetl; I will not be 
certain wlietlier tJiey whipped him or not, but they wei'u driven off and ho camb down 
to town tie next day and made his complaint before Mr. Tidwell. Ha issued a war- 
rant and I went np to arrest the man he made the complaint against. Tlie man was a 
bited hand, Uviug with a man of the name of WilUam Sapp. He told me that he did 
not belong to any such organization ; but he said thei'e was such an organizatiou in 
that part of the county, and not only there, butit went over iuto Georgia. I asked him 
how he knew, and he said be had not been asked to join, but he woa tbokiud of man 
tbey would like to have ; a young man who would be able to go around at night oi 



horseback, and all that. He said he told them he did not want to join any such band 
us that. I asked him how thoy operated. He said if there mas auything to be done 
down in our county they sent word across the line into Georgia, and the party oame 
from there ; and if there was anything to be done over there a party would go fiom 
our county OTer there. 

Question. Did be tell yon how he got his information f 

.diisicer. He said he got it from old man Sapp, the man he was living with. 

Question. Have you any idea of the number of the organization t 

Aneaei: I Lave not. 

Question. Have you ever heard any one speak of tie number ? 

Answer. I have heard one petson speak of the nnmber, who said he could just blow 

is horn and have eighty at his call at any time. 



Question. Who was that m 

Anawei: A man by the name of McClary. He said this while ho was under the ia- 
fiuenco of liquor. 

Qiteation. Was this said in towpf 

Ansieer. Yes, sir, in my room. 

Queslioti. How came he to speak of it 1 

Anawer. I do not know how he came to speak of it. Ho had always pretended to 
think a great deal of me; he lived right across the street Horn where I was boWing, 
and had a lilrf.le girl who used to come over to the house. I do not know exactly how 
he came to speak of it, but I know he said so. 

QuesUon Have there been any other acts of violence besides these murders and whip- 
pings t Have you had any burning or anything of that sort in yonr conuty t 

AHSWer Yes, sir ; I had a store and a stock of goods burned on the 17th of last De- 
cember 

Quealton Had you any reason to judge whether it was done by accident or by an in- 
cendiary ? 

Amivei I think it was set on fire; iniact, I know it was as well as I know anything 
that I did not see myself. 

Question. Have any other persons been burned out ? 

Ansmer. There was a man burned out there last Monday night, Mr. Katzenberg, a 
former senator iVom our county, baa had his store set on' fire twice. They have not 
succeeded so far in burning him out. 

Question. Who was the man burned out last Monday ? 

Anaaer. Captain Hausman. 

Question. Has there been any interference with elections, or disturbauees on election 
days in your county t 

Ansmer. WeU, I do not know that there has been to an 
at the last election seven or eight companies of men cam 

QaeeUon. What did they do after they came in townf 

Answer. They rode around the town ; they came in to' 
and I am satisfied that a great many colored men were 
it i I know there were some. 

Qaestion. Have you been a soldier T 

Answer. 'So, sir, I was not in the array. 

Question. My object in asking you that question was, if you had been in the army, to 
obtain your judgment whether those men had been drilled and organized, or whether 
they were mere chance companies of men? 

Answer. They were all organized, every one of them. I was in the employ of the 
Government during the war, and before the war. 

Quotion State how far the victims of those murders and whippings and burnings 
have belonged to either one or the other political party f 

Aiiswer. So far as I know anything about them, they all belong to the republican 
party. 

Question. Was that the case with the men who were burned out or attempted to 
be burned out T 

Answer. Mr. Katzenberg was a former senator from our county, and a republican ; 
Mr. Hausman voted the repnbUcan ticket; Mr. Eagau, our senator there at this time, 
and myself, are republicans. 

Qnestion. That was the case with the people who were whipped ! 
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Ansiver. Yea, sir ; you can couDt on everj colored man lieiug a republican ; that is, 
if thoy are not interfered witb, they will vote tho republican ticket. 

QueaHmi. What is tlie difBcnlty in the way of punishing these offenders 1 

Anmner. You cannot get a, jury to convict them. 

Qneatioii, Will your grand iurles indict them 1 

Anaaer. Sometimes they wiH and Bometimes thoy wiU not. 

Qiteslion. After your grajid juries find bills, have you any trouWo in arresting the 

AnBteer. Tea, sir, yon cannot find Uiem at aD. 
Question. How do tliey know they aie to be airested? 
Anawer. That I cannot tell. 

Queelion. The proceedings of the grand jury are secret, are they not 7 
Answer. Thoy are supposed to he. 

Qaestion. And when their bills are returned into court, they would be known oiily to 
the officers of the court ? 
Answer. That is all. 

QtKStiOTt. Do the persons indicted seem to have information to enable them to escape. 
or how is it f 
Ansuier. I cannot find them when I go for tliem or send for them. 
QaesUon. In your jadgment, what is the real fact about it t 
Anawer. I think they get information irom members of the grand jury. 
QuesiUm. Have you ever been in any way molested in the discharge of rour diitios as 
shetiffi 
Ansuier. Well, not seriously, not to amount to anything. 
Question. Has any attack ever been made upon you ? 
Amwer. In the discha^e of my duty 1 
Qusstitm. Yes, or otherwise 1 
Anneer. Yes, sir, there has been. 
QneatUtu. Of what character t 

AngDwr. About two or three ■weeks before onr last election, I was shot at as I was 
going home. 1 was residing iu the country, running a plantation there, I staid out 
in the country, and Mr. Eagan attended to the bnsineas in town. I came to the train 
about 11 o'clock at night. Our pattnerin the store in town, Mr. Schlesinger, was there 
seeing some friends. 1 cenerally asked some one to go out with me at night ; 1 asked 
him to go with me. When we got abont half way, about two miles, we were met by 
ten men, and fired at. My horse was shot iu two places ; my buggy was shot in tw'ii 
places, and I was turned over, and had to stay in the woods all night. 
Question. Was any injury done to yourself 3 
Anetcer. Ho, sir. 

QiKstion. How many shots were there in all ? 

Answer. I do not know. I suppose some eight or ten. There were two shots iu the 
horse and two or three in the buggy ; and the nest day they counted a half dozen shot^ 
in a tree by the road side. 

Qaestion. Do you know any of the parties? 
Answer. I do not. 
Qaestion. Were they in disguise f 

Answer. I do not think all of them .were; some of them might have been, but I coiilil 
not recognize them. They had been at my house before that ; I keep a colored woman 
there as cook, and her son and husband were there; they came to my house and in- 
quired if 1 was there, and they said I had gone on to town; they said they had some 
word ttom a man in Taylor County, of the name of Crews, and they waufed to see me ; 
they said they would go on to town, and meet me. Hived about four miles from town, 
and when I got abont half way I met six men; first 1 met two, and thoy asked me 
where Mr, Montgomery lived; I said I was Mr. Montgomery ; they said they had a 
message for me — that Sir. Crews wanted to see me, and they would be up to Madison 
the nest day. I did not stop my horse — I was widking up a bill — I said, "All right;'' 
I went down a little further and mot fonr more, and I went on a little further and met 
four more ; the^ stood two on each side of the road, and as soon as I passed the last 
foiur, Mr. Schlesioeer said, "Those men are all armed;" I did not pay any attention to 
that until I saw the last four. As soon as I turned around, I saw they wero all armed, 
and I put whip to my horse and started; I liad not got more than fairly started before 
they came after me and fired. 
Question. How were they armed? 
Answer. With guns and muskets, 
Queation. Who was Mr. Crews! 

Answer. He was the former representative from Taylor County in the lower house- 
Queation. Had he espressed any wish to see you? 
Ansvi^. No, sir. 

Question. Have yon seen him sinceT 
Answer. Yes, sir; he had no business with me at aU; I never speak with the man. 
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Question. Have any of joar citizens beeu notified or Tvaraed, by writing or other- 
wise, of dangers that hung over them T 

Answer. I uiink no. 

Question. In what way I 

Aasieer. By lutters. 

Question. Have you any of those letters t 

Anamer. I have not. 

Question. What is the eliaiacter of those lettered 

Answer. One colored wan, a justice of the peace, of the n. 
Gome time ago, and showed it l« us; it said that he had t« 
'would be attended to. 

Question. How was it signedf 
Answer. It was signed K. E. E. 

Qaealion. Have yon known of auy other instanoes? 

Anmcer. A colored man I bad nndov mo as deputy sheriff, by the name of Sampson, 
got a letter a year ago and better, may be. 

§i««iw)ii. Was that of a similar character I 
Ansmer. I believe it was. 

Question. Have you known of other similar, notices J 
Answer. I have not. 

Question. Have yon had any served upon jontself ! 
Anstoer. No, sir. 
By Mr. Batabd: 

Qaestion. Yon say you have made some five hundred arrests in yonr conntyt 
AnsiDer. I think so ; a large number — about that number. At the first county court 
we had there wo had sisty-three cases. 

Question. In what year was that ! 

Answer. The government went into operation in 1868, but the county court did not 
get running until 1869. 

Question. How ma.ny of those cases were homicides t 
An»ieer. Hone In the county court. 
Question. Then those arrests were for petty offenses ! 
AnsKer. For everything ; mostly for misdemeanors, larcenies, &c. 
Question. Against whom were most of the writs directed — against black people or 
white people f 
Answer. The most of them against colored people ; that is, in the oounty court. 
Qui^tioH. What is the court that has criminal jurisdiction f 
Amvier. The oironit court. 
Question. Who is judge of that court ! 
Answer. Judge Brysoa. 

Queatitya. That is the court before which all eases of homicide would bo brought ! 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. How many of those have ever been brought to trial T 
Ansaer. There have been a groat many of them. 
Question. How many ? 
Answer. I cannot say exactly. 

Question. Yon have mentioned the ease of a man by the name of Glass ; when was 
he tried f 
Answer, I think it was in 1869. 
Question. He was aeqaitted? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. On the ground of self-defensef 
Answei: Yes, sir. 
Question. You saw the trial ? 
Answer. I did. 

Question. You were in court at that time ! 
AMSu:er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon attend the court as sheriff of the county t 
jnaice): YeSj sir. 

Qaestion. It is your duty to be there t 
Amwer. Tes, sir. 

Qaestion. How was the jury composed? 
Ansaier. I think thejury that tried him were of white men. 
QaesHon. How are yonr juries generally composed! 

Answer. Well, about half and half; that is, the regular venire is about half and half. 
QiiesHoB. What is the proportion of the two colors in your oounty f 
Aiisicer. About three to one, perhaps. 
Qtiestion. Three blacks to one white t 
Answer. Well, at our last election we polled thirteen hundred or fourteen hundred 
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Tepnblicau votes and a little over six liundi^d democratio votes ; tliore wore some few 
wbite repobllcans. 
QHe»tion. How many wbite lepublicaua do yon think you have in yonr whole connty t 
. AmteeF. Maybe forty, maybe fifty, maybe raoro ; if we conld get them aU out, maybe 
we could get up a hundred ; the difflcnlty ie to get tbom out to vote ; they will not 

Question. Is there any trouble in getting the negroes out ! 

A«girei Yes, sir; we ought to havepolTeil two hundred or three hundred more votes 
at the iHfit election. 
QiietUoH You polled as many as you have statetl T 

Aastr-er Yes, sir ; we had sis handred and thirty majority for the tepublioan ticket. 
Quesbon In a poll of eighteen bnndrt^d t 

Aauver Yes, eir, and we ought to have had two or thioo hundred more. 
Question Do you know any man who belongs to any secret political organization ! 
Ansuer I do not. 
Questtott Do you know any man who has told you he belonged to any such ocganiza- 

Ansjver. As I s^ud before, this inau McClary told me that all he had to do was to bjot 
his horn, as he expressed it, and he could get eighty at his eall at any time. 
Qmmtioti. You aay he had been drinking at the time he made that statement t 

Qwniion. And made it to you in your own ofSee in Madison f 

Quealioa. He lives in town? 

Anftwer. Yes, sir. 

Qu«sllim. What is his business t 

Answer. He kept a livery stable. 

Question. That was hia statement? 

Answer. Yee, sir. 

QaestUm. And another man told yun that he had got some information irom old man 

Quesiion, Did that man Sapp give you any information! 

Answer. I got it irom this man who waa arreijt«d, and who was working for old man 

ideation. Then jour knowledge was that a man yon knew 

Antmer. I did not know him at all ; I arrested him for whipping this old man Scar- 
boro and bis family. 

Question. A man you had in custody whose antecedents you knew nothing of, who 
!iad no personal knowledge himself of the transaction, told you that he haa derived 
some knowledge feom old man 8app ! 

Anatver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do yon know where old man Sapp got his knowledge } 

Anmver. He said that old man Sapp was a member of the order, or knew all about it. 

Quettion. He is a citizen of the connty T 

Answer. Yes,slr; helivesnp on thoGeorgialine. 

Questi/m. Have yon ever mot with resistance in serving process ! 

Answer. Well, sir, I have not myself, personally ; I had a case that occnrred a while 
ago with my deputy. A man came in town by the name of Packer, pulled a pistol on 
a colored man, and said he was going to shoot him. The deputy said to him. Pot up 
that pistol, or I will arrest you," Some half a dozen people stepped up, and said he 
could not arrest him. 

Question. He did not have any warrant at the time 1 

Answer. Ho did not want any warrant for that. 

^HMtJon. He had no process! 

Aneuier. No, sir. 

Question. I asked you if you had any cases where your process had been resisted ; I 
did not aak about your deputies without process. 

Aitswer. I bad one, yes ; it was in. a civil matter. I went up in the upper edge of the 
connty and wanted to make a levy, and the man told me I should not do it. I had to 
call out all the people he had on his place, I summoned out, maybe, fifteen or twenty, 
and they all came out. 

Question. Did you make a levy ! 

Answer. I did. 

Question. You called a posse there ! 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

QveatuyTi, And they came to your help T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. Itmasadistressfot rent! 

Ansicer. It was an e:£ecution. 



db,Google 



FLORIDA — SUB-COMMITTEB. 131 

Question. Von made your execution t 

Anaxiier, Tes, sir. 

QuesUott. There was no resistance after your posse came? 

Ammer. So, sic; they were all colored men ; I never could get a white man to come 
to my Bsaistance. 

Qimtio». They would not act as a posse for you t 

Ansieer. I do not think they wonld. 

QueaHint. In a case of that kind ! 

Answer. No, sir. 

QaenlUm. Have you eTer tried it ? 

Ansieer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestiim. In what caaet 

Anmoer. In several cases I have asked them to come, an 1 tliey would not do it. 

Question. What did yon want them for t 

Ansmer. To keep the peace. 

QneiUon. When was that I 

Jnsvier. Well, several times ; they said they did not want to be bothered with it at all. 

Ques(io». Did you go on and execute your process 1 

Anstver. The best I could : yeg, sir. 

Qiwslion. Did you do it vrithout resistance 1 

Anitcer. Yes, sir ; I have had no resistance to me, personally, except at that time, 

Question. And then you called a posse_, which came, and you made your levy I 

Answer. There is no difficulty in making arrest^, somehow or another, if I cun get up 
with them. But tbe ideit is this : you cannot, in our counbr, indict a white man and 
go and arresthim, if he thinks it islikdy tobe proved on him. 

Qiiestion. Do you mean by that that he evades your arrest and escapes T 

Aniiner. I do, and that lie gets his information from members of tile grand jury. 

Question. How often do your grand juries meet I 

Answer. Twice a year. 

QueslioH. They find their bills at the court-house f 

Amaier. Yes, sir. 

QaeHioH. Tie testimony is prepared by the prosecuting attorney I 

Question. Who sends it up to them t 

Ansirer. The testimony is taken from witnesses before the grand jury. 

Question, The prosecuting attorney prepares the bill t 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qtiesfjon. And sends the witnesses before the grand jury t 

Anwier. No; he does not know anything aMint the witnesses at all. The grand 
jury sends into court the names of the witnesses they want, and the clerk issues a 
subpcena, and the slierifF summons them. 

Qu^ion. Who furnishes the names of the witnesses to the grand jury t 

Answer. Everybody : I do, sometimes. 

Question. How can tne prosecuting attorney prepare hie bill if hedoes not have the 
names of the witnesses f 

^Hsww. He gets tbe names of the witnesses afterward. 

Question. After ho has prepared the bill? 

-Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do yon soy the prosecuting attorney prepares his indictment without 
seeing the names of tie witnesses f 

Answer. I do not say any such thing. 

Question. What do you say t 

Answer. I say that parties who know ani^thiag about the matter go to him, and ho 
gets down the name of the case, and the witnesses are put down. 

Question. Who does tliat f 

Answer. The secretary of tbe grand jury. 

QuesMon. According to yonr belief, the first knowledge the State has of the evidence 
is of the witnesses summoned by the grand jury themselves ? 

Question. They ^e not summoned by the prosecuting officer I 

a his hill against the patty without linowing any of the facts 
Bent is basw. ? 
Answer. Only what he eets from the graod jury. 

QaestUm. That is yonr knowledge of tne proceedings of the courts in your county f 
Answer. I tliink that is the naj[ It is done. 
QiKstion. Aie yon clear that it isT 

Ansiner. I tbink so. If I am molested, I find out when the grand jury is in sewion, 
and if I want to go before them 1 make application, and I am summoned to go before 
tbe grand jury. 
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Question. As I understand you, the prosecniing attorney has no knowledge of the c; 
until the grand jnry have acted upon it I 
Annwer. He may have some knowledge of it. 

By the Chairman: 
QueaHim. Your Indictments are founded on the present menta of the grand jury ! 
Answer. Tea, sir. 

By Mr. Bayard : 
Question. The method you hove deaerlbed has been the method of the pioaecution 
justice in tbe county of Madison since you have been there ! 
Anewer, Yes, sir. 

QoMtimi. When did you come to Florida ! 
Answer. In 1867. 

Q}iestion. Have you been living hero ever since ? 
Angwer. Off and on. 

Qu^tion. Were you here during the wart 
Ansmer. Yea, sir. 

Question. Where were you living ! 
Jnsiter. In Key West; I was not in 1 
t« the State first in 1S57, and hare been here oft and on all the 
through the Southern States since the war. 
Question. What was your occupation before the war t 
AnsKer. Mason, bricklayer, aud plasterer. 
Qaealion. Have you carried on that business since the war ? 
.An»teer, Yes, sir. 
Questiou. In Madison ! 

Anmver. Eight in this town and in Tallahassee. 

Question. Were you appointed to the office of sheriff by Governor Eeed I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QnestioH. And yon moved out to Madison County T 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you a resident of Madison County at the time f 
Answer. I was a, resident of Leon County at the time. 

Questimi. He appointed you sheriff of Madison County, and then you moved into it I 
AnsKer. Yes, sir. 

Qatition. You have been there ever since ? 
Anewor. Yes, sir. 

Questiim, Yon are a supporter of Governor Reed's administration and hia measures 
generally in this State! 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeslwn. Yon spoke of mounted companies of men who came into your town the 
night before the election; how many were there in all ? 
AnsiDer. Some four or five companiea of them. 
Question. How many in a company! 
Ansaier. From sixty to a hundred. 
Question. Did they all come in under one commander T 
Answer. Bach company had its captain. 
QuesUmt. Who were they t 
Answer. I do not know who they were. 
Qxestiott. Was it in the night-time or in the day-time I 
Answer. The first company I saw was in the night-time. 
Question. Did they all come in together I 

Answer. No, sir ; they came in fi^m different roada, from the different seetions of the 
county where they were organized. 
QaesUon Did the^ come in reenlarly I 
Answer. Yea, sir, in cavalry order. 
Question, Were they disguised ? 
ATiawer, Ho, sir. 

Question. Thej; were citizens of the county coming in t 
Answer. Yea, sir, with arms. 
Qaestitin. What arms! 
Answer. Pistols, muskets, guns, &c. 
Question. They came in in the night-time T 

Answer. Some of them did, others did not come in until election day ; they camped 
out in the woods. 

Question. la Madison County an extensive county T 

.e not, I tkiok the census returns give ua a popular 
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()iiml'Hii>. You, as sheriff, know tho distance yon have to travel in Sfining process; 
how far is it from the eastern border to the western holder of your county t 

Jiievter. Ahoat thirty-sis miles. 

Qaielion. And lioiv far Is it through the oonnty north and sonth t 

Aneteer. I shonld snppoae it to be about the same ; the county is -"jiry nearly square ; 
maylic not qnitu so mncli. 

Qiiettioii. is there a ureal deiil of wild land in the county t 

AmiKer, Yhs, air, in tJic lower portion of it. 

fjiffttloii. Does that reader it easy for your criminals to escape T 

Aimcei: Yes, sir, and then tliey go into Cieorgia. 

^«eslio«. Yon are on the Georgia line 1 

(JtustioH. la that tbo chief way they have of evading your process T 

Jweirer. I shoold thinic so ; the court-house is not more than twelve miles from the 
line. 

('w«8/i'on. Have yon been about the country a great dealt 

JHSKVT. Yes, sir. 

QncsfioM. Have you seen people in disguise there t 

Aiiiieer. tin, sir. 

QuteUon. The bands you spoke of who came in at the time of election as von have 
described are the only bauds you have ever seen t 

AiiBwa: That is all. 
By the Chaiuman : 

QKCDlion. Let me see if 1 understand your grand jury proceedings. If 1 nnderstand 
you correctly, a party who hna an offense to complain of guts his witnesees, and they 
go liefore the grand jury I 

.iweiwr. Yes, sir. 

QaeatUm. If the grand jury think it necessary to have others, they give the names to 
the clerk, and subpojuas are issued, and they are brought in before' them * 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QiieaiiOB. The grand jury examines tbo witnesses, aud if in their judgment an offensie 
has been committed, or the person charged onght to be prosecuted, they make their 
presentment^ and upon that presentment the State's attorney prepares an indictment, 
and upon that indictment the party is tried ! 

Anaieer, Yes, sir ; that is the idea exactly. 



By J£r. Bayarb : 

QiiesHOH. Does yonr prosecuting officer never draught an indietmeut and send it before 
the grand jutjt 

Atmrer. Do you mean jnst have him write up au indictment, and ask the grand jury 
to find a true bill on it, on his say so ? 

QaeaiiiyH. Not at all. Does ho prepare an indictment, with witnesses, to go before 
the grand jury I 

Aimcer. Sometimes he does; hut he resides in Columbia County, and therefore ho 
knows very little of what is going on in our county ; he never is there only at the 
sitting of the court. 

By theCHAiiiMAK: 

©iwslfoit, lu some States the practice is to have a hill of indictment first prepared by 
the district attorney, and then the bill, with the witneeses, is sent Ijefore the grand 
jury. In other States, the witnesses go before the grand jury ; they examine the testi- 
mony and ascertain the facts in the case, and decide whether an oAfense has been com- 
mitted, and then an indictment is prepared upon their finding. I understand the last 
is the genei'al mode of practice with yon T 

Aimeei: Yes, sir. I know it ie very difficult for a northern man to live in the inte- 
rior of the State. 

Question. WhyE 

Aiimer. Because they say they do not want them there. 

QatetloH. Who says that f 

Angaer. Pretty nearly all the white citizens. 

Qaestlon. What ol^ection have they to a man simply because be is a nortlmrn man ? 

Amteer. I do not know hardly. 

Qaeition. What objection do they nrge T 

Ansteer. They say they have got no business there; that they can get along with- 

Qtie»tU>n. And are they made to feel that their presence is unwelcome? 
Anatcer. Yes, sir. 
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QkmIwb. In what way ! 

Answer. In every way that a man could be mado to feel it. 

Qu^Hott. How do they treat men who are not northern men, bnt who are aonthera 
men, and yet are active repuhlicansl 

Antwer. jQst as bad as northern men. 

QnetUtm. What names do they call snob Bonthem men T 

Ansicer. They call them Bcalawaga. 

Question. What do they call northern men f 

Anawer. Carpet-baggers. It does not make any difference how long a man has been 
oere from the North, if he is a republican ho is ^ carpet-bagger. Iknow they iiare 
made their threats to kill Mr. Eagau and myself, and get ns out of the way, if possible, 
before the next election. After they made that raid on me, paitiaB came to me, (I do 
not know whether they know anything about it at »U,) and told mo that they wanted 
to scare me away— did not want to kilfme. They wanted togct ridof Mr. Eagan and 
myself before the election, and then they conld carry the eonnty. 

Queaiion. How many white republicans do you suppose there are in Madison 
County ) 

Anaaier. Well, if they would come out and vote, I think we might have from seventy- 
five to a bnndred. 

QuesUtm. What do you mean by anjhig, " if they would ciimo out and vote * " 

Answer. "Well, public opinion is so strong that they will not risk it. 

^estion. What puthc opinion f 

Answer. The white portion of the people. If a man goes there and he is known to 1* 
a republican, that is enough; he might just as well be anytlungclse; he is looked 
down upon, and cursed and abased. 

^lesiion. How is his family treated— his wife and children, if he has any ? 

Answer. I do not know much about how they are treated ; I never ask any questions 
about that, but I know ftom what they say, they are treated very bad. 
By Mr. Eayabd; 

Que^ion. You are not married T 

Anatcer. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I understood you to say you had a store in Madison that was burned 

Answer. Tea, sir; it was burned last year. 

Question. Is it known that you have lived in the State some fourteen years I 

Answer. I should suppose so. 

Question. Is there any difference made between new-comers from the North, or firom 
the old free States, and those who come from the old slave States ; do they make any 
difference between northern men and southern men who are new-comers I 

Answer. Why, yes; I should suppose they do. 

Question. What I want to know is, do thoy make a, difference I 

Ansieer. Make a difference in what way I 

QueslUm. In their treatment ! 

Answer. Yos, sir, certainly they do ; that is, in this way : It does not m^e any differ- 
ence where a man comes from, if he is a republican, whether he ia a northern man or a 
southern man ; he might as well give up the ship as to try and live there and aasooiato 
with them. 

Question. How is it with northern demorats who come there ! 

Anairer. Oh, they are just as nice men as anybody. 
By Mr. Bayaed; 

Question. I take it from your account you are a pretty active political leader, are you 
not* 

Answer. Well, I do not know ; I will do all I can honorably, iairly, and above board 
for the Hucceas of the republican party. 

Quesfion. I do not mean to imply anything that is not correct. 

Answer. I did not suppose you did. 

Que$fi«n You mentioned the feet that jou were obnoxious to people who opposed 
you in politics T 

Ansu er Only from my pohtical opinions. 

Question Fiom your activity in organizing your party ? 

Answer I suppose so. Mr. Eagan and mjself are the only two northern men in the 
county 

Qa^tton You are leaders of your party there T 

^iisHfli Yes, sir; I think the colored people will do pretty much as we tell them, 
because they believe we have done right. I think we have saved that town a halt 
dozen times from beiug destroyed. 

Qufsiion. How? 
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Jnamr. From being burned down. 

Question. By whom! 

Ai>3V!er. By the colored people. The night after I was shot it would have been Ijunied 
down hut for Mr. Eagan. They hunted for me and could not find me, and they thought 
I had been killed and my body takeo into the swamp somewhere. 

Qaestitm. And they would have burned down the town of Madison in revenge T 

Ansurer. They wanted to do it. 

©wesiiore. You think but for Mr. Eagan and yourself they would have doue it t 

Answer. I was not there, hut I think they would have done it but for Mr. Eagan. 

Qaation. Do yon know who burned your store ! 

Anrwer. I do not. There was a man by the name of Bryant, I had forgotten that, 
who was killed in our store. 

Queition. When? 

Answer. It was right after I was shot at; I think it was in October of the last year ; 
he came to town some time after T was fired npon, and was knocking around towu ; 
we had most of the colored trade in the county ; he came in there only a few days aflec 
I was shot at, and was walking around town ; be said that it was all a damned lie ; 
that Montgomery had done it himself for political effect. 

Question. This man Bryajit ewd so I 

Anatcer, Some colored meu told me that he said so ; that he said Montgomery had 
got the thing up, and they said that Montgomery had not done it, because the republi- 
can party was strong enough without it, and that who said so was a, liar. The way I 
tinderstand it is, that when they said that, he pulled out his knife, and said that he was 
going to kill anybody that called him a liar; some one hit him on the head with a 
crutch or something, and be died the next day fi^m its effects. 

QueatUm. Ho was killed in yoar store by colored people in a row ? 

Anewer. I do not know by whom he was killed. 

Qitegtwu. Was there anybody there but colored people T 

Anstoer. Yes, sir ; somebody must have been there, for I was in the country then. 

Question. Who told yon t 

Answer. I heard of it when I came back to town ; I had to go and arrest the parties 
who were accused of it, 

Qaea^on. Whom did yoa arrest f 

Aiiawer. Coleman and Allison were the men I arrested. 

Question. Who gave him tho lio t 

Ansvier. I do not know. 

Question. He was killed then and there! 

.dnswer. No, sir ; ho went ont and went arouDd town afterward. 

QuesUcm. He died firom the effects of the injury ? 

Answer. He died the next day. 

Question. From the effects of the injury ? . 

Ansicer. He might have died from something else ; there has been no trial since. 

Question. Has there been auy indictment found ! 

AfHSWer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But there has been no trial yet t 

Anate^r. No, sir. 

Questimi. TTiat was a yoar ago ? 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Question. You are now and wore then the sheriff of the countyl 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the population of Madison ? 

Anainee. Ahoat six or seven hundred ; we havi 
voters in the town, and allowing sis residents t( 
six and seven hundred inbabitants. 

Question. What kind of a store did yon have ! 

Answer. General merehandiae of every description. 

Question. And you had the chief negro trade of that county? 

Answer. Ourselves and Mr. Katzenberg. 

Question, that is what started your business f 

Answer. Yes, sir; wo had very little trade with the white people. 

By the Chaikman ; 

Question. How long after this occnrrenoe in your store before it was burned t 

Jnawef. That occurred just before the election, which was on the 7th of November, 
and our store was burned on the 17th of December. It has been reported since that it 
was burned by some of the friends of the man that was murdered. 

Question, I understand you to say that the parties charged with the killing of Bryant 
have been indicted T 

Anamer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have they been arrested 1 
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Anstaer. Yea, sir. 
Qaestiait. Where are they f 
Anmver, In MadiBon. 
Question. Waiting tboit trial T 
Aiteiaer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bayabd : 
Question. Are they colored men 1 

Aasica: Tea, sir ; Coleman was a meialier of the assembiy. 
Question, He was present at tlie time of the mnrder t 
Anewter. I euppose so. 

Question. Whom did yon elect to the legislature laat year I 

Answer. We elected two colored men to the lower house and Mr. Eagan to the upper 
house. 
Quesiion. Have yon ever held auy office in the State hut the one you cow hold t 
Angwer. Yes, sir ; I was coUector of our county for a time, 
Que»ti/m. Have you held any other office ) 
Amwot. No, sir, 
^uesHon. Did you hold that office at the, time you wore eherifEt 

Question, You held the two offices at the same timet 
Aiiswer. Yea, sir. 



Jacksonville, Fixjkida, Koveraier 11, 1871. 

JOSEPH NELSON (colored) swom and examined. 
By fcho CaiiBMAN : 

^iieslion. What is your ag<^ where were you bom, and where do you now live I 

Anau'er. I am going on twenty-two years of a{,'o; I was Ixirn in Calhoun County, 
Florida, and I uow reside in Jackaouville. I stay with ft gentleman here in hie office. 

Queeiwn. How long have you been in Jacksonville 1 

Anneer. I have been here two years and one month. 

Queetioa, Where did you come from here f 

Answer, From Marianna, Florida. 

Qiiestimt. That is the county-seat of Jackson County J 

Ansixer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Why did you leave that county f 

Anaicer. Because I could not stay there in safety ; they attempted to kill me, and I 
had to come away. 

QuestiOTt. What was your hnsiness in the connty T 

Ansteer. I was following the carpenter's trade, and was fermine at tlio fiame time. 
The last year I staid there I had a good crop on band, bnt I haa to come away and 
leave it to one of my brothers who is hack there. 

Question. Yon are a mechanic by trade T 

Anewe): I have not learned a trade. 

Question. Who told yon that you could not stay there t 

AnsKer, They did not toll me thatleonld not stay, but they just said they were 
going to kill me. 

Qaestion. Who said so 1 

ATiswer. Theynever told meso, hut I was told tbati would bokilled if I staid there. 
Jack Myrack and Billy Cofcer said they would get me. They came around to the stable 
one day before I came away; they saw me going there, seven of them. I did not know 
the lest of them ; they were teUing me what they were going to do with me. They 
wanted me to go down into the bushes ; they said they hM some questions to ask me. 
I said if they had any further questions with me than I had with them, they could go 
into the back yard. They caught hold of me, and wanted me to go into the hushes 
with them, but I said I would not go. After a while the man who kept the stable. 
Wash Chapman, came there, and wanted to know what was the matter; I told him 
what it was, but they did not saj anything. They wanted to know where I was 
at the time of the fuss, and I said I was there. One of them said, " I heard you 
were going off." I said, "Yes, I cannot stay here, and I am going to Jacksonville." I 
had been here in Jacksonville one fall before that ; I always como here in the fall, and 
I farm there in the summer. They told me they were going to have me if they bad to 
get me on the way. One of the men said so ; I do not know what his name was ; lie 
was a stranger to me. I told him, "All right, I am going; I have made np my mind to 
go to Jacksonville, and I am going." He said, " When are you going to leave V I said, 
" On Monday ; " that was on Satirrday. He said, " Yon must look out for yourself; you 



db,Google 



FLORIDA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 137 

will be can^ht on the way." I said, "All right ; if anyltodj oan kill me any quicker 
than I can kill him jnat lot him do it. My fether has as gooil a double-barrel gun aa 
anyhody, and he told mc to carry it along. I mm going to take it, and I will not be 
Btopped by anybody." They aaid, "All right ; we have ^ot yon." Monday morning at 
6 o'clock we were to start. They commenced shooting aroiind, and about two nnlea 
from town I saw aome parties. We did not get up with them so as to see them. 
There was a kind of swamp on one side, and a large beld on the other beloaging to Mr. 
Frank Ely. We came on down to Chattahoochee, aome twenty-odd milei. from Mari- 
auna. Abont fifteen miles from Marianna some men with guns overtook us, and asked 
us where we were going, and I told them it was none of their business. Three of them 
rode up, and said, ''Where are you goiDg !" I said, " I am going t*i Jacksonville, but it 
is none of your busiuess." I knew one of them ; he was from down right where I came 
from, I had my gun across my lap. Mr. Chapman, the man I waa staying with,was 
on ahea(l ; he kept a livery stable, and bronght me over. There were three waKons 
and two hacks ; tnere were a lot coming down to the hotoL My step-father and my 
brother had to come away ; they couldnot go home any more. They went thwe and 
run them out ; he gave his testimony here this moniing — Henry Beed. I waa courting 
a girl there, andl went to see her; she was a white fiidy's chambermaid. We were 
aitting on the door-atep talking, and the white children wore there, Wlion the firing 
commenced, she asked where it was, I said it waa down to some place ; there waa a 
Jew who bad moved there, and tbey had been after him to kill him. 

Qveetioti. Was liis name Fleiacbniau 1 

Ansteer. No, sir ; he had been killed there ; I saw the blood on the road where they 
bad killed bim. The reason I told her it waa down there was, that when I came in 
from the plantation, I always went to his store te get what I wanted on credit. When 
I would get my crop ahead, I would go and work with my boss awhile, to make some 
extra money. At that time, when I waa iu the store, Billy Coker oame in and said, 
" Give me a bos of sardines and a box of oyaters." He was abont half tight. He said 
tome, "You arrested JaokMyrack, I understood." About a mouth before that, when I 
bad come into town, the deputy sheriff had summoned me to go out and arrest Jack 
Myrack, who bad been shooting several colored people; he went into a white lady's 
house and tried to ravish her. We went out about a mile that night to arrest 
him; when we got there he was not there. He stopped at the house of an old 
man of the name of Baasett. There were eight of ua. We were put all around 
there. Wlien he came up, be told me not to bother bim, he and another fellow of ttie 
name of Pete Altman. They bad some whisky-bottles in their pockets. When they 
went by, they both hod their pistols out. When they got up to the bouse, the deputy 
sheriff said, " Halt ! who is that ? " Ho aaid, " Who is that I by God, it's me." Tbey 
then broke, and they snapped their guns at bim, but they did not go off. He turned 
around and fired at them. The deputy sheriff hollered to me, "Look oat, Nelson.-' I 
hollered to him, "All right." When he got to me, I hollered to bim, "Halt!" as bo was 
coming down the lane. " Halt, bell ! " said he. By that time we were both right to- 
gether. He was a large, tall man, taller than either one of yon gentlemen. Pete 
Altman is a little follow. Just as they jumped the fence, I snatched both of them and 
stopped them. 1 was more particular with tliera than any of the test of them. TIiot 
were harder on me than the rest. The sheriff came np, and then they put their pistola 
in their pockets. They did not search for their arms, and I said to the deputy rfieriff, 
as we were going back to the house, " Are you not going to take their arma away from 
them 1" He said, " Tea." When we got to the house, fliey wanted us to go into the 
house and take a drink, but the deputy would not allow us to do it. They kept on in- 
sisting that we should go into the house. I said to him, "If yon go into the bouael will 
not have any thing to do with it, forliehasgnnsin thehonse." He did not let them go 
in, for if they had got in there tney would have shot us right off, I went np to Myrack 
and asked bim if be did not have a piatol. I saw bim put his hand on it two or three 
times, aa if he wantedtoget achanee toshoot. Jack Myi'ack would shoot you anywhere 
if be wanted to. We took the pistols away from them, and went on back. Ho attempted 
to get awa;y once and I got bim again. They put me to mind bim, and be tried to get 
me to let him go to his mother's. They were going to put him in jail, and they aent me 
with him, as the depnfy sheriff had to go off for somebody else. I went to bis moth- 
er's, and die said, "Don't yon put your foot in my door," I said, "No ma'ra." I said, " Mr. 
Myrack, come back here, andl will take you back to jail." He said, " What 1" as if he 
was writing ; I saw be was not writing anything. He said, " I want to step in here 
and get a drink of water." I asked Ms mother to bring bim a drink of water, for I 
had beard some ono bring something there and set it down just out of the door. He 
was in the parlor, and I would not let him go further. I told Mrs. Myrack to bring hira 
a drink of water, and abe brought it. He stood by the door, and he seemed to want to 
get in there. He told his mother to open the door and she opened the door wide. He 
said, " Iwanttostepinsideof the door; you can come with me." Somebody had slipped 
him a pistfll after bo got into the room ; I do not know how it was done. I found 
it out and took it away firom him, and took him back and delivered bim up. After that 
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they were always trying to kill me : they did not like me anyhow, for I was always 
with tha republicanB whenever anything waB to be done— in speaking or anything of 
the iriud. They were down on me on account of that, and then at the time of the fusa 
they tried to get mo out and kill me. 
By Mr. Scofield : 

Qaestiaa, Axe you goine on by and by with youi story about leaving Marianua J 

AHstBer. I can ftni^ t^iug that. 

QnesHmt. It seems to me yon have got oif on a great many side stories. 

Anamer. I can tell you about that ; I will finish out that story of my getting through 
&om Marianua to Jacksonville. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. These occurrences you have mentioned — your arresting these men, &e. — ■ 

An^ieer. Yes, sir. 

QaeeUon, You have said that somehody had asked you if you had heen concevued iu 
atresting this man T 

AnntBer. Yes, sir; Billy Coker asked me about it in the store. It was in the Jew's 
store. I foi^^ bis n: 

" " " ' the nieht Tonr steo-tather was shot T 

, 1 the store, he 

. . . , ._e present. When he started, all 

went out. I was standing there, and he had one of these large pistols cocked, »ud 
Ti-eut up and struck this man over the head with it once, and then told him that if he 
said one word lie would blow his damned brains out. 1 Lad been behind the counter: 
he allowed me to go around in the store. I was theu on one side of the counter, and 
Cokcr wanted to know, after it was all over, if I would be a wituess for bitu ; I told 
him I would. He aeked me what I was going to say, and I told him what I was going 
to say. He said, " No, I want you to say*' so and bo, I said, " When I come up before 
anybody to tell the truth, 1 will tell it." He said, " God damn you, if you don't tell 
what I want you to tell, I wOl blow your God dawmed brains out." I said, " What do 
you want me to tell t" He said that he wanted me to say that he went there, aud that 
the Jew had insulted him. He had his pistol out when he came in. I told him, "All 
right," and lie went around to the back part of the store, where there was a room in 
which be kept his liquors. 

Que»tUm. Who went back there ! 

Anneef. Billy Coket; he went outside the store, and went hack there. He said, 
"Good evening to you, God damn yon ; I will get you before the night is out." 

Question. Did he say that to yon f 

Anainer. No, sir ; to the man who kept tlic store. I was going on up to where the 
girl was, about 7 or 8 o'clock, and I saw him get down to the door, and then he got up 
and came running after mo, and I thought he was going to shdot me. He said, ''Don t 
you tell anybody you saw mo get down there; lamgoingtokillthatCSoddaninedrascal 
tD-night." 

QuestiifR. Wliat door was that T 

Answer. The back door of tie store. I went on up to the house, and he went right 
back. When 1 got to the corner, I looked hack and Saw him on his knees there. 
The moon was shining just as hnght as it could be. I was sitting down telling the 
children and Mrs. Chapman and uiis girl what I was going to say about it. About 
thattimo Mrs. Chapman walked out on theporeh, where tnere was a stand and a bucket 
of water on it. As she was drinking some water we heard three guns £red. She said, 
"Lord a mercy I where is that t Some poor negro is killed now." I said, "No, I guess 
it ^ut ; I left Mr. Coker at the store door stooping down." She said, " Well, I de^aie, 
BiUy Coker will be hung yet," 

Quwfiim, That was the night Henry Reed was shot 1 

Answer. No, sir ; the night before ; she kept on after me to go down and sec where it 
was and who it Tfas. We then went oat on the front piazza; wo were out on the back 
piaaza before. I told her that I did not caro to go down right away. She said, " You 
must go down for me." She then said, " Mr. Chapman, you must not go j I do not want 
vou to go." I started, and then I come back and said, ■' I do not believe I will go." 
We all neard the hollering, and I went around to the hotel, and tkere was nobody 
there but old Doctor Boswell, wko keeps the printing office. When I got there, he said, 
" Hallo, Joe, what is this shooting I" I said, " I do not know." Wlcn I got iuto the 
room some six or seven gathered about me and drew their knives on me, and I flirted 
away &om them. By that time Jim Coker came up and asked where I came finm, and 
I told him. He said, " All right ; go on round." He was then the main man to get a 
crowd up and go round to shoot me ; he was going around to show them where to go. 
When I went back home, Mrs, Chapman went around to the hotel, for Mrs, Hathaway, 
the wife of the man who kept the hotel, was her cousin. They said that I had had 
something to do witli the shooting ; she said I did not, for I was at her house all the 
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time. I got np and told her " Good night ;" she said " No, I told yon once yon mast 
not go; I declare if you gohome to-night thoy will kill you; I heard them making up 
to go and kill yon." I said, " I guess I can go home, and if I get home 1 will be all 

Qntsti&a. Did jougoiomo? 

Amwer. No, sir; she Would not let me go out at ail. One day I Tontnred to walk 
down to the stable, and I saw theao sii or seven men tc^ether running aronnd with 

Qaeslion. How long was this before you left ? 

Answer. The shooting was done on Friday night, Thnrsday or Friday, and on Satur- 
day evening I went to the stable. They had a little hoy who was sick, and I went 
doivn to get some shncks and oats together, for tlicir had au English cow. Just as I 
got to the stable door some of the boys said something, and I looked up the street and 
saw some men coming. 

Question. Was this before or after the shooting at Henry Reed's f 

Answer. This was on Saturday evening, and they went to Henry Heed's house Satur- 
day night. 

QveHiiya. Who was his son who was shot when ho was trying to get away t 

Aitsuier. His namo was William Keed. 

QueHiiyn. Yonr step-brother! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was Saturday night t 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Qiieition. What day did yon leave? 

AnSKer. On Monday morning. 

Q'leslioa. Mr. Chapman went away with yon? 

Anmoer. Yes, sir ; I hired his whole team myself. 

Qacstioa. Where did you strike the railroad. 

Answer. At Qulncy. 

Qtiestion. Yon spoke of those men you saw coming in carriages t 

Answer. I did not say I saw ajiy coming in carriages ; I saw throe men ou horses, wiio 
overtook us. They came to ns and asked ua where we were going. 

Qtuition. Did you know the men 1 

Ansiecr. I knew one who came from town ; I did not know his name ; the other two 
I did not know. 

Question. Did they molest you in any way ? 

Answer. They asked me ■where I was going, and I said, "To Jacksonville; it is none 
of yonr business." I Said no more; the other parties were sitting there, and they 
made me hush. He said, "We will find out where you are going." They then broke 
on right straight down the road ahead of ns. 

Question. Did yon see any more of them! 

JM9MW. We followed them ; we had a good dead road, jnst level; you could trot a 
heavy train right along. Tliey went on and we saw them fur about tw3 miles, and 
then they disappeared in a bend of the road. We went on abont a mile further, and 
then we saw them away across in the pine woods ; that waf within fifteen mOes of 
Chattaliochee when we first saw thorn. They then went across Tn there, 

Quee^t. You came back to Jacksonville and have not been back there since ! 

Anawtr. No, sir. 

Question. Who flred those three shots yon spoke of hearing while yeu were on the 
back porch of Mr. Chapman! 

Atiewer. 1 do not knowwho flred them ; I know who flred one ; Mr. BillyUoker fired 

Qanslion. That was the time you ran down to see who had done it ! 
Answer. The firing was all over before I started ; I did not know who had done the 
shooting at all. Mr. Coker said that he returned vne of the shots ; that is the way I 

Question. Had there been any miscliief in the county before you left ; any whipping 
or shooting ? 
Ansicer^ 1 think there was a great deal of it. 
Question. How much! 

Ansicer. It was going on &om the time of the emancipation np to this time. 
QaestiMt. Can you name the persons who were killed ! 
Aiis^cer. I can. 
Qwesliojt. Give their names. 

By Mr. Bayakd : 
Questioa. And the dates. 
Aaswer. The month ! 
Question, The year and the month. 
Aviswer, I do not know that Iiiould give that. 
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Bj the Chaiuman : 

QuesHoa. Give tbeir names flrstf 

Aitsaer. I can give somo of theiv namcB. The firs 
knowioK was Osear Giimburj ; he was one of the n 
bad a splenilid educatiou. 

Qut^Hoa. Who killed him 1 

Answer. I could not say who killed hiio. 

Qaeslion. Where waB be killed t 

AntH>er. They carried him out to the hack of a place they call the Old Euss place, 
into some hushes, Just in the trail. 

Qvtetion, Do you know of others who were kiUed ? 

Aniwtr. Old mau Mat Nichols and his son and Lis wife were killed, 

QiiegUtm. WUch waa killed £rst t 

JinBioer. I do not know which of those three was killed first. 

Qiustion. Who was killed first, Nichols or Granbury ) 

Avuecr. Granhary was killed first. 

Question. Do you know an j others who were killed in the county 1 
Aimeer. I do not know their natues now : that is I can't think of them. 

CueBtioii. Do you know anything about the killing of Rogers J 

Ansieer. Calvm Bogers was killwl since I came away from there. 

QHe$llon. Do you know anything about the killing of Doctor Finlaysont 

Ansiver. That was done before I went over there the last time ; I was in Jackson- 
ville Uien. 

Qaestioa. Was any harm done to the proprietor of the store where you were 1 

Ansicer. Nothing that Iknowof; there was nothing done to him that year; they 
went into the store and took what they wanted. 

Queslion. Do you know anything abont any bauds of men going around at night in 
disguise T 

Answer. I do not know their names, onJy Eiily Coker, Jack Myrack and Poto 
Altnian. 

Qimation. Have you ever seen them 1 

Aitsine): I have. 

Question. How many times ? 

An$aier. I have met them several times. 

Qtieation. How many together T 

Ansicer, I met Billy Coker, Jack Myrack, and Jim Cokcr's elork, I forget his name ; 
I have sometimes met as many as seven in the crowd. 

Question. Were they all disguised f 

Answer. They had on a common dress, and old hats ; some would have guns by their 
sides. I never met them anywhere but right by the grave-yard, or out at the place 
where they shot another fellow, one by the name of Pitman — Silas Pitman. Hestaoted 
to change his name, but he did not change it. Ho and I were walking from chuit-h 
one aignt, and he went out to his place where they killed Oscar Granbury, on the Old 
Kussidace, and just as he got into the bottom, just below there, I heard two guns liieil, 
and I heard him holler j I broke for him, for I knew it was him. 

Qitestion. Was he killed f 

Juswer. Hoj sir ; but he was shot with fifteen back-shot in his thigh. 

QueHion. Did you see the men T 

Anstver, When I got there I saw nobody ; there was so much smoke from the powder 
that you could hardly see him. 

QuesMoB. Have you ever seen these men more than once 1 

Amtver. I have seen seven, two or three times. 
By Mr. Bayard : 

QacsHon. Did you know who the jjarties were T 

Anaicer. I only know Bill Coker, Jack Myrack, Pete Altman, and a fellow who was 
clerk for Mr. Jim Coker ; I do not know his name. 

Questioit. Tou say they wero disguised ; what was their disguise ? 

Anstcer. They were dressed in cracker-fiehion, with old white or black hats, pulled 
down over their faces, and with long boots on. 

QuestUm. They_ were dressed ia old clothes in that way T 

Amieer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeslion. That is what you meant by their being disguised J 



Question. Yon could reci^nize all three of the ment 
Answer. Yes, sir, staA I knew them. 
Question. The others were strangers to you ! 
Answer. I knew that some of them were not citizens. 
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Question. These men, by your statement, seem to haVe been concomod hi yariouB acts 
of outrage, as well as footing people, &o. What was their character ; were they 
notorious as desperate men 1 

Answrn". No, air ; they were clerks there. The people would saspicloit them, all the 
while they knew they were just snch men. They suspieioned a fellow tliore by the 
nameof George Wiggin, old Judge Wiggin's son; he used to go out sometimes. 

gMesiion. What were those meu going about fort 

Ansicer. They just go about, and you would hear of them iu this way ; if they met a 
colored man on the street they would have a few words with him, and then they would 
shoot him right on the spot, or walk off some distance and shoot him. 

Questioa. "ffiey were bad, desperate men? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qtuelion. Why did you not have those men arrested? 

AnaiBer. Yon conld not have them, arrested ; they would get out of the way when you 
aearohed for them. 

Qiiesiwn. They would run off? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

QaeatiOH. Yon were actiug as deputy sheriff? 

Aaateei: Yes, sir. 

QaeaHon. Yon say Jaek Myrack is a large, big fellow t 

JinsMer. Yes, sir. 

QuetU^u. He ia a reckless, desperate, man T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; one who will shoot anybody at all, 

QnesUon. You spoke of ordering him not to go into a house ; were you by yourself f 

Aii»v)m: I was by myself, 

QaettUm. What meaus had you of controlling him? 

Anmeer. I had a pistol and a double-barrel gun. 

Qaestitm. Had yon the gun drawn ou him so that he knew that you would shoot him f 

An»nm: He knew I would shoot him. 

Question. Would you have shot him? 

Answer. I would. 

Question. Was your gnu cocked T 

Answer. No,sir; bathe knewl could cock it 
to bring him back there if I bad to briug bim 

Queslion. Who told you so ! 

Answer. Captaia Dickenson. 

QaeaUtHi. He was a justice of the poacel 

Answer. Yes, air. 

QaestUm. He was in Captain Dickenson's office in custody 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, He wanted to go home t 

Answer. Yea, sir ; he started two or three times to go, just got up and walked out, 
and we started after him and brought him back. 

Question. How many did that ! 

Answer. There wero eight of us. 

Question. You arrested nim and brought him back ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. After daylight he wanted to go up home ; he started to go before 
light, but we would not let him EO, After light he said that by God he didn't care 
wlietlier he went or not. He asked permission again to go and he told me to go with 

Question. Captain Dickenson told you so? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; told me to go with him and bring him back j bring some of him 
aoyliow. 

QttesUon. To bring him back alive or dead ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qu^Utn. Did he make that statement in the presence of Jack Myrack T 

Ansv>er. Yes, sir; and be knew I would shoot him if he did not come back. I bad a 
pistol buckled around me, and he knew I would shoot him, because I had arrested an- 
other fellow over there j I had been in a party of men and arrested another man. 

Question. Was he a white man that you arrested ! 

AnsiBer. Yes, sir. He came over there aud shot down a colored man, I do not know 
what they ever did with him. We went to arrest him, and he just stopped and went 
to shooting; I went on up to him aud arrested him and bronght him back. Jack Ify- 
raok always said after that that hebelievedl would shoot, andif he heard my voice he 
would atop. 

Qaestion. Did you ever shoot anybody T 

Answer. 1 never did. 

Question. He only believed that yon would do it? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who were those three men who took Oscar out and killed him t 



db,Google 



142 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Amaer. Jack Myrack, Eilly Coker, and 

Questmi. The satoe party ? 

Anateer. Yes, sir. 

Qa^tioa. How long before was that ! 

Am«}er. That was two years ugo last month. 

Ouesliow, InlSGDI 

Anetcer. Yes, sir. 

QMcsiion. Was it kuown that they had killed this colored man Osc^' t 

Ansicer. The colored people all knew itj and the white people, too; but they wont 
say, 

QaesUoiu Did yon know itT 

AttSfCcr. Only iront what I heard, I knew they took bim out from where he wae 
staying. 

Qmatian. What did thoy take him ont for T 

Answer. They were going to make him go and get his gun and give it up. They said 
Uukt if ho did not tell wUoro everything was 

QnesWoB, Where everything was t 

Aaaioei: They wanted to know where Calvin Rogers was. 

Qaeaiion. What had he done f 

Ansicer. They BuBpicioned that he haA done some shooting. They saw Calvin Rogers 
coming down town, and just as he got down one blook from the oonrt-house they com- 
mence shooting at hint ; but he made his escape. Then after that they went on for 
him, and because he and Granbary was very thick all l^ie while. Calvin was deputy 
sheriff 

Qiifwfion, Did jqu ever know any oOior people engaged in these a«ts of violence, 
except these seven men t 

Aiuaier. I have never seen them, not to know them if they wore out. I have seen 
men. wlio I thought would do such thinKs. There was Joe Barnes, and old man Tom 
White's sou Willie ; Joe Barnes would eSoot yon anywhere. 

Qaettion, I am speaking of men banded together f 

Ausicer. Those three men who were with the seven were all that I ever saw and 

QuesHoa, They had nothing over their faces t 

Anmusr. Ho, sir. 

Qae^tioa. They had no disgnise, except old clothes and old hats T 

Jln«oer. No, sfr. 

Qiiestlmt, They operated just in town T 

Anetcer. Or just aronnd tnere. They would go around on the plantations when we 
were boiling sugar. They would shoot people on the way that were going ont to the 
sugar buildings, or when they were going to church, or coming from church. Almost 
every church night there you could hear of somebody being shot. 

QuestUm. You Delieve those three men were always concerned ia it t 

J.H)ii}er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you think those three men created diaturbancee around your neighbor- 

Angtccr. I do not know that they did it all. 

Queiiioii. You believe they were concerned in it t 

Answer. I do. I know Sergeant Bamra; you could see him go around ilisguiscd ; ho 
is around there now ; a white man shot him last year. They went off and were setting 
for Major Purman, I believe. I am not certain, hut I beKevo it waa Major Purman. 
They were setting for him, a crowd of them in the woods, to shoot him. They were 
playing cards and got into a fuss or, a dispute, and a man shot Sergeant Barnes in the 
thigh with a pistol, and he haa never been able to go about since. But bel'ore, jou 
could hear of Sergeant Barnes being aronnd there every time that anybody was shot. 
The night that Silas was shot I was going over home'; I waa walking very slow ; I did 
not care to go to church right away. I saw two men walk from the corner where there 
was seme brush and a grape-vine, and a sticky willow ; I could hear the sticks break- 
ing. I kept my eye on them until I got away. That was the night Silas was shot, 
and I thought when I saw them that one was Sergeant Barnes. Heisjnst about such 
a built man as yon are ; every one in the country could know him by his walk, 

QueMion. Who was shot the Saturday night before you went away T 

Anatner. There was no one shot. 

QiKslUni. When did you hear the three guns fired I 

Answer. When I was at Mr. Chapman's. 

Question. Who charged yon wit£ doing that I 

Answer. I heard the next day that Mr. Coker said I was there. 

Question. And Mrs. Chapman said that you had been at her house, and could not have 

Anmcer. Yes, sir. 

QtKition. Did anybody else charge you with ft T 
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Annvier. This same fellow, Joe Barnes. 

Qaeetkn. Did tLey seek to Lave anytbiug done witli you Ijefore the courts for that ! 

Ammer. No,sir. 

Qaeafi&a. Was Dot that why you left Marianna at that time t 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Que^iott. On account of that 1 

Amwer. Becauao they said they were Roing to kill mo. 

Queilion. Was it not on account of their charging you with heing ctinneeted with 
tbatsbootiDgt 

Aaswer. No, sir ; it was not on that account ; I was going away anyhow. After they 
attempted to kiU mo, I had to stay at Mrs. Chapman's; she kept me there close. 

Question, You have been at Jacksonville ever since I 

Ansieer. Yes, sir. When they attempted to kill my brother and my stepfatlier 

Question. That waa Henry Reed I 

Answer. Yes, air. I went over to my father's and brought them away, and several 
that they had threatened to kill. 

Qaest'mn. How old are jon I 

Ajtswei: I am going on tweaty-two. 

Question. Did yon ever vote yet I 

Atisieer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeslion. When did you vote I 

Ansieer. This last election. 

Qveelion. When was your first vote cast I 

Ansinee. Last; 

Qamiion. Whi 

Answer. Yea, s 

Quesiimh Did you ever vote there at al!t 

A.n«K^. I was under age when I was there. 

Qae^tioH. How old are you now T 

Anmuer. 1 am twenty-two. 

QiiesUon. When did you come away from there I 

Ammer. Two years and one month ago. 

QitmUon. Did yon over vote in Marlanna ? 

Answer. Just as I got there I voted for some ofBcer ; I do not know who it was. 

Qaeslwn. You went to the poUs and voted with the rest I 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

QaesHon. Ate these three men, Coker, Mjrack, and the other one, living there nowT 

Answer, No, sir ; they ran away. 

Qoesljon. Did they go out of the State ! 

Answer. They were there around the house about 12 o'clock. I got Mr. Chapman to 
go up and tell them to send my dog down. I had a splendid dog ; he had a great deal of 
sense, and I waa afraid they might kill him. He went up and got him, and brought 
hira down for me. They came there and knew him, and called him. I beard their 
voices. One of them said, " Here Sherman, here Sherman I" He kept barking right 
square along. I was out in the yard then, talking with this girL Mra. Ch.ipman tried 
to keep me ifrom going oot. I thought the dog would bay them before they got in, if 
they came. After awhile I sent Lon in the house, and told Mrs. Chapman that some- 
body was out there. When she came out I went in the house, and as I waa passing I 
heard some six or seven guns cocked, so it seemed to me, but nothing was said. Just 
as I heard the guns cocked, I made a spring into the honse. They staid there until I 
or 2 o'clock. That was the last night I ever saw any of them around there ; they were 
missing the next morning. 

Queaiutn. They have cleared out and have left the country T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qutsiirm. Those are the men you Think were mixed up in those offenses you have 
described f 



An^er. Yea, sir. 




Question. Who was the sheriff of your county whe 


a yon were there T 


It know what his ni 



Question. Waa he a white man I 

Amwer. Yea, sir. 

Question. Waa he appointed by the governor I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesliim, From another county t 

Answer. Yes, sir; from Tallahassee, 

Quwtiim. Were his depatie§ colored men f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; some of them. 

Question. The men sammoned to make arrests were all colored mesT 

Answer. Yea, sir. 
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By the CiiAiiiMAS' ; 

QtteslioB. Was the high ehetitTs name King J 

Anaioer. 1 think that ia his name ; I am pretty sure it was his name. 

Qve»tion. i underatandyoutosay that yoa voted once' in Maiiannat 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How old were you when you voted there ! 

Answef. I was nineteen or twenty, I gueiM, They told mo to go up and vote; they 
eaid I was old enough, and I went up and registered and voted. I did not know, ex- 
actly, how old I was then; hut afterward I found out my age, I hava voted since I 
have heen down here. 
By Mr. BAVAitD : 

QveitUm. You were horn and raised down there? 

Amwer. I was horn and raised in Florida. There are very few white men in Florida 
I do not know. Those I do not know are crackers. I know pretty much all of them 
;uvund Mariauna, for a hnudced milee, except crackers. 

Qaeatioa. Who are orackerst 

Ansmer, The poor people who have got nothing. They eome in and do the shooting, 
and get pay for it. They go down to Coker's store, and he tells tUem. what to do, and 
■we (jet it from the colored ooys in the etore. 

Ouestion. Did you ever hold any office in this State ? 

Anwier. Ho, sir. 

By the Chairman; 

Question. Are these men, Coker, Bamea, and others, what you wonld call craokersf 

Ansvier. They are as wealthy men as there are around there ; they own a groat deal 
of property. 

Qnestion, You spoke of one of the Coker's having a clerk. What bnsineaa -was he 

jjimoec. He had a very large building, nearly se large as this, almost, with a grocery 
store on one side, and then a store with nothing but whisky, and such things, in it ; 
then he had a large dry-goods store. 

Question. Those men were men who stood well in that community, as far as property 
and family were concerned t 

AngiBer. Yea, air; they had plantations and own several lots arouadtown. Barnee 
had a large grocery store. 

Qiiestion. Did they own slaves before the war f 

AMwer. Yes, sir. 



Til, 1871. 

W. J. PUEMAN 8- 

By the Chairman : 

QaesUon. Please state your age, where you were bom, where you now reside, and 
what is jonr profession. 

Antaer, I am thirty years of age ; I waa bom in Pennsylvania, and wow live in 
Uailanna, Jackson County ; I am alawyer by profeasion. 

Queslioa. Are yon connected in any way with the State government of Florida ? 

Angwer. Yes, sir. With reference to my residence, I deaireto say that, while X do not 
actually reside in Mariauna, yet I have answered that I did, fronl the fact that I am 
unwillingly away from there at thia time, 

QuesUon. Explain why yon are uuwilJingly away from there. 

Ajtnetr. That is my home ; I am nuwillingly away from there because I am not per- 
mitted to live there, in eonsec[Uence of the murderous political opposition to me ; my 
life woidd not be safe there for ono hour ; that isa sentiment pubncly expressed by the 
leading men there. 

Questwti. Have any attempts been made upon your life I 

Angicer. Yea, sir. 

Question. When, and in what way I 

Amviei: In Febmaiy, 1869. When I and the clerk of the court, Dr. Fiulayson, were 
giui^ home one evening from a public concert, about 10 o'clock at night, we were flred 
upon in the town, and Dr. Finlayson was killed, and I was shot through the neck. I 
recovered in five or six weeks. As soon as I was well enough to travel, public busi- 
ness, as chairmanof the committee to negotiate with Alabamafor the transfer of West 
Florida to that State, called me to Montgomery, Alabama. 

Question. You have not fully answered me, as to whether you are connected in any 
way with the State goverumcut. 
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Aaevier. I was then a jjoember of tbo State senate, aud I am so still. 

Qveetion. And it was as a memljer of that body tbat yon were serting upon this com- 
mittee of whicb you epoke f 

Answer. Yes, sir; attevcompTeting that business in Montgomery, tho condition of my 
bealtb reqnired that I Bhonld ^ north. On my retnru in Septeraber, when I ^t as 
far ae Wadiington City, I was inforcaed of the icardeviag and riotiag going onin Maci- 
anna at that tune. I came as fiir as Tallahassee, and tlie governor oi' the State, as well 
as all my other friends, would not permit me to go over to Marianna, in oonseqaeneo of 
the danger and threats against me as a public man. I might liore give a short history of 
what those murderinss and riotinga were at that time. 

Question. Do so, if you please. 

Answer. Da the SSli of September, 1869, the colored people had a picnic abont two 
mileaout of Marianna; while proceeding there peaceably in their carts andwi^ona, 
with their women aud children, they were fired upon by nnknowu parties, and one 
man and one little boy were killed. A day or two afterward J. P. Coker, Colonel Mc- 
Clellan, and Miss McCIellan, and some others, were sitting on the piazza of the hotel ; 
that party was fired into ; Misa McCIellan was killed and Colonel McCIellan was 
wounded. Tremendous excitement preTailed; the chivalry assembled under arms; 
virtually put Marianna and all that . section of country under martial law ; had their 
provost mai?ahal, and pretended to arrest Oscar Granbury, a leading colored man there, 
and Matt Nichols ; they took thom out of town amd killed Granbnry, but Nichols suc- 
ceeded in escaping from them. They took Mr, Samuel Fleishman, a white man, and a 
merchant of twenty years standing in that country, out of his store, ranaaoked his 
store, took away all the arms and ammunition there were there, carried him by force 
into the State of Georgia, and declared that if he pnt bis foot into Jackson County 
again he would be killed. Meishman camo back a Jew days afterward and was killed 
a few miles outside of Marianna. I ara not C[aite certain abont the name, but I think 
Matt Nichols and his wife and little boy were taken from tlieir iionse in the day-time, 
carried off a half a milo or so, and all three murdered. William Bryant was oallcil 
upontooomeontof hishonse; he jumped out of the window, was fired at, and woundeil, 
but escaped with Lis life. 

Qaeolion. Was he a colored man t 

Anawei: T^ air. Two men, by the name of Sullivan and Cos, while proceeding out 
of town on their way liome, were both badly wounded ; one was a white man and the 
other a colored maa. Anomer colored man, whose name I have now forgotten, was 
killed on a plantation abont eight or ten miles out o£ town. The chivalry kept that 
town under virtual martial law for several weeks, according to the best of my informa- 
tion, and that was the reason why I did not go to Marianna at that time. 

Question. These occniTenoea took place after yon had been shot? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was shot in the February preceding, and these things took place 
in the September following. I did not go to Marianna then, because the governor and 
all my political ftiendsthonglLt it nnadvisable for me to do so, and because threats 
were publicly made forbidding me from going there. One year thereafter, in August, 
liiJOj (during the int,ervening time I did not visit Marianoa,) I, in company with Colo- 
nel HamOton, member of Congress from this State, visited Marianna ; I was then 
United States assessor for this State. We visited Marianna under these circum- 
stances ; we arrived in Marianna, and it produced quite a consternation at once ; judg- 
ing from thereportsof fire-arms that took place during that day, they must have been 
cleaning out their pistols and skot-guns, and preparing for operations. We stopped 
with the sheriffi and the county clerk, at their nouse. 

Qnsstiim. Who was tiie sheriff, aud who the clerk ? 

AKSjcer. The clerk was John Q. DioMnsoa; the sheriff was Thomas M. West, a 
southern man. 

Question. Do yon mean a southern man by birth I 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; a native of the South; Dickinson was a- northern man. We were 
secreily informed tliat a raid would be made upon the house, and that we were all to 
be murdered. The first programme was to poison the watch-dogs, of which we had 
three. No attention was paid to tliis secret information, but on the next morning, 
when we woke npj wfe found the three watoh-dogs lying stiff and stark, dead in the 
yard. We then believed there was a programme of tbat sort on foot, and the next 
night we were on gnard. There was great excitement in town ; running of horses, 
blowing of horns, &o. Abont 12 o'clock a man on horseback approached the house, 
and surveyedit very leisarely, and then returned. Hehappened to find that every win- 
dow in the house was open, aud probabljf he saw a man with a donble-barreled shot- 
gun at every window, to the number of perhaps twelve. I suppose he reported that 
information, and there, was no raid that night. On Saturday we bad a public meeting 
of a political character, in the public square. At that meeting a groat many men who 
lived in town were there on horseback, with blankets aud overcoats strapped on iueir 
saddles behind, which in that country means being in the proper fix to go to Tesas. 
Others apjwarcd there in buggies, with double-barreled snot-guns; probably fifty or 

10 a 



•d by Google 



US CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

sixty meu of tliat cliaractor were there, while none of tlie more peaceable citizens were 
tliere at all ; Hbowiiig a certain programme to be carried out. Oiie or two speechea 
were ina<le, but tbe danger waa so great that the meeting was amounted. They had 
threo or four men there Som Colnmbus, desperadoes, who wera to commence the fight. 
They call them in that country " twenty- dollar " oieo, who are known as assassins, 
and who will kill any man for twenty dollars. Tliey are oftea found through that 
country as horse-drovers. The meeting was adjournetl, to asBemble ^[ain in tront of 
the sheriff's house in the afternoon. 

Qaeslu>a. At what time iu the day was this meeting in the square f 
Ajmcer. About 10 or 11 o'clock. Immediately after tiie meeting adjonmed, parties of 
men started out from Marianna ; some parties with guns, giving ont that they were 
going off on a Luutiug espedition ; other parties went out with £^iDg-rods,preteadiDg 
to be going upon a fishing escnrsion. This was merely a pretext for the absence oT 
different parties from town. We found upon investigation that every cross-road, by- 
path, dog-path, every possible avenue of escape from that town was blockaded. At 
night, men were halted in every directiou on the roads, and of course we had reason to 
presume it was the same in the day-time. To go back a little : This sUeciff, who was 
a southern man, had a brother who was a planter ; that hrother came there and begged, 
with tears in his eyes, that the sheriff should go oat and stay with him in the country, 
should go away from that house. They also attempted to get the sheriff' drunk, and 
iibduot him, and carry him away by force, and they almost succeeded ; they did not do 
it, however. This only shows that they wanted to get away the sherifl, who was a 
southern man, and then makea raid on us. Finding that wo could not leave Mariimiia 
when we wanted to, we called in some of the oldest citizens, men of standing, integ- 
rity, and ^operty, and eiplaiued to them the condition of things. They pretend^ 
that such could not poEsibly be the case ; that wo must be mistaken. We assured 
them that it was the case, and that they really knew better ; and they did know better. 
After staying there four or five days beyond one time, and finding that egress from the 
county was unsafe, if not utterly impossible, the sheriff issued a summons for a posse 
of five hundred armed men, with foor days' rations, and at the head of that body of 
men we were goiug to march out of that oonuty. When the older uitizens found 
such was to be tlie pi-ceramme, they immediately came to us, and begged, for God's aako. 
that we shoald not call out such a posse, saying that their young men would not stand 
it ; that war would take place right away at once. They said : " Ask any means for 
your safety, and you shall have it.." Thereupon, we selected ten of the oldest and best 
citizens as hostages. They promised to be there early the nestmomli^, and to ac- 
company ns in the form of hostages, and as an escort out of the county. I desire to 
make one point right here. When these arrangements were made for this company of 
gentlemen to go with ua, it was stipulated that the road the party should taTie the 
next day. should not be selected npon the preceding evening, but that the road should 
be decided upon after the party lefl; town. Early the nest morning the escort of old 
citizens arrived; with one or two exceptions they were all well armed, one with a 
double-barreled shot-gun. After proceeding three or four miles out of town, the party 
halted, and our escort, or hosti^res, (beoaoao there were more of us than of them,) de- 
termined upon the road we should take. There were three roads leading eaatwiird to 
Qumcy, the nearest railroad depot, fifty miles from Marianna ; that was our route. 
By Mr. L.A.NaiNG : 

Question. How did yon travel I 

Anaivcr. In carriages. They decided upon their own route, and instead of taking us 
over any one of those roads eastward, in our direction, they took us northward, or a little 
northeast, over an unfrequented road, and brought us to Baiubridge, Georgia, thinking 
that, as they knew tjio country and all the oircuiustances, that was the safest route. 
"We were then just ns far away from Tallahassee as when we were in Marianna, and 
were also in another State, I was then acting in the capacity of United States 
.assessor, was there on official business as well as on personal business, and the other 
gentleman who was with lue was then a member of Congress. The same feeling, the 
same threats, were directed, toward him aa toward nic, and the same calamity would 
h.ive overtaken him as myself. These are the reasons why 1 am not to-day living in 
JUaiianna. 

By the Chairsun : 

QueatUjn. Have you been back there since that time ? 

AnstDer. I have not been there since August, ISTO, I was in ohaige of that portion of 
'the country there — of sis of those counties — as an agent of the Preedmeu's Bureau. 
It was a lawless eountry then ; murders were taking place constantly. While I have 
no data right at hand now, I remember a conversation I had in the spring of 1868 
with the ^eriff of Jackson Connty, He was a conservative or a democratic sheriff. 
il remember well onr conversation. In talking about a mnrder that had taken place 
1 few days before, he said that was the sixtieth murder that had taken place in that 
bounty smoe the surrender. 



db,Google 



FLORIDA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 147 

QueiUoa. How mMiy have ooonrred sineo tliiit conversation ? 

As^eer. Wdl, a (rreat many ; I liave no particular data, but I could mention a good 
many. There seems to liave been at least twenty or twenty-five, and all of oar promi- 
nent; political men — our best men. 

Qae»lion. Yon spoke of the killing of Doctor Finlayson : you bave mentioned tbat 
you were returning fcom a concert with kim when he was Mlled. Wlat were the cir- 
cumstanceB under which that ooeurredT . 

Ammr. Dr. Finlayson was a native of the place, and wi 
politics. Ho favored the reconstruction of the State, and w 
or the prothonotary. He waa murdered under the eiroumatance I narrated a 
ago. i. few days afterward another of our prominent men, a colored man, was badly 
wounded while unhitching his horse, after retumiug from town about sundown. 
Qaetkon. What waa his name f 

Anawer: Richard Pooser ; ko was one of our prominent colored speakers. 
QueeUon. What time rf the night was Dr. Finlayson killed ? 
Anew&\ Between 10 and 11 o'flook. 
Qveetion. How many shots were fired 1 

Ansreer. It is difiBcult to say. It was done with a shot-gun, a gut loaded with buck- 
shot. There may have been one or two barrels fired. We were walking arm in arm ; 
I waa a little taller than he was, and one dischaige may liave Mt both of us. 
Queatian. Could you tell from where the shot came! 
Anmeer. From behiud a tree. 

Qnestitm. D6 you suppose the shot was aimed at you or at him, or at both of you ! 
Anawa: At both of us ; because many threats were made constantly during those 
days acainst prominent republicans. 
Question. What waa the character of the threats ! 

Answer. Theysaidthattheywere incendiaries, andthatthey ought to bo killed; that 
they set the colored people against th5 white people, stirrine np the country ; that 
tbey were damned Yankees, damned radicals, and should be killed like dogs. 

QuesUoK. Who were the people that made those threats ; what sort of people were 
theyT 

Anafoer. The chivalry; that does not cover it ex:actly, however. It was not the 
poorer people by any means, but the better sort of people, mostly the young men. 
Qaesium. What do you mean by the better sort of people 1 

Answer. I mean those contradistinguished from the poorer class — from those known 
as " crackers." Probably this feeling prevailed more among the young men, and not 
among the very old citizens, nor among the greatest property-holders. 

QuesUom. Did the older oitiaens, the men of property, do anything to discourage or 
discountenanee that feeling! 

Answer. They did not, and there was the great bane of the country. The older citi- 
zens, the property-holders, were under intimidation, as some of the better men there 
have told me. They were afraid to come out and stop this lawless, boisterous, and 
chivalrous element, who then controlled public opinion and public action. That has 
been expressed tome very often by the older and more respoaaible class of citizens. 

By Mr. Lansikg : 

Qu^Hoiu What wae the politics of that better class ! 

Aasteer. Tkey were once whigs ; aome of them were Union men during the war, but 
■when roooustruetiou toot place, tkey ranged thempelves among the democracy, in the 
general opposition to reconstruction. 

By the Chairman : 

Qtteafiim. What was the political standing of the mi 

Answer. Tbey were republicans; and generally mt 
capacity or other in the reconstruction of the St.ate. 

Qii£»tion. You bave spoken of the firing upon Colonel MeClellan and his daughter 
and some other persons at the hotel. Uy whom was that supposed to have beoi 

least — I do not moan leaders in the movements themselves — as they we 
the Inference would be that it came that time from the opposite party, oi 
persons of opposite political proclivities; that would be the inference, 

Question. Were you there at the time ! 

Amvier. No, sir. 

Qucstioii. Was that the chai^ on theother side! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it wae. 

Question. It was charged by tl 
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Question, How long did that occur after the firing into the party of people going to 
the picuie f 

Answer. A dav or two afterward. To recur back to the mnrdet of Dr. Finlayson, 
and the woundiug of Richard Pooaer. Immediately after the murder of Fiulayson, 
tbere seems to have beeu a breaking out of the iirst lawlessneaa there; thi'oe or four 
irere killed, and a half a dozen wounded, whose names I have forgotten, within a few 
weeks thereafter. Now, come ou down later : The aheriff of Jackson County, Thorn as 
M. West, espreaaed to me several times the opinion that he was unable to execute the laiv 
ttiere, or to feel himself safe aa an oKcer of the law ; that the public se ' ' 



itiongly and dangerously in opposition to him as sheriff of that county that he did 
not feel safe to go outside of the town and serve any legal process whatever. He was 
assaulted in the streets tiere by a party, and very severely and dauKerouely beaten. 
His life was also coustantlv threatened, as he many a time told me. Finding himself 
thus helpless, he resigned the ofQce of sheriff in the latter part of March, 1871. In his 
letter of resiguation to the governor, which I read, he states the reason t« be that he 
could not l>e sheriff and execute legal process in that county with any safety to him- 
self as there was so much turbulence and lawlessness there, and so many threats were 
made against the officers of tihe law. Those were his reasons for resigning. 

Qaeaiirm. Wh^twashispoliticol standing^ 

Ansiecr. He was a republican. A few days after his resignation, John Q. Dickinson, 
who was clerk of the court, was murdered one night, about 10 o'clock, while proceed- 
ing from his office to his house. Strange to aay, he was killed within a]>ont ten steps 
of where his predecessor, Dr. Finlayson, was Blled. He was the most prominent re- 
publican in Jackson County, or in West Florida; he was a great republican leader; 
indeed the onlir one in Jackson County. Threats, both public and private, bad been 
made against him for years. He wasoitim ndvisedbyfrienda, as well why anonymous 
lettetB, for God's sake to leave there, or he would certainly be killed; but ho remained 
at his post nntil he was murdered. We have a reputed republican governor in this 
State ; he has the appointing power, and appoints all county officers eseept constables. ' 
The officers in Jackson County before -were always of a republican character, with one 
or two exceptions among the county commissioners. After the resignation of the 
sheriff, and the murder of the clerk, the democratic citizens met and dictated to the 
governor the appointment of certain democrats, and he made those appointments. 

QaeaHoa, What has been the condition of things there sitiee! 

Anmcer. The condition of things from the begiuning has been that not a single one 
of these murderers has been arrested and brought to trial ; not one of them, although 
the most of them are well known. Some of them have fledlie country, or are secreted 
about there, while others are still there and well known, and believed to be the mur- 
deteis. If the arand juries oould be brought to find true bilLa, they could do it upon 
the evidence which would be presented to them ; but they are in feai', and cannot be 
brought to do it. Pelit juries would not convict these murderers, because of the geii- 
eraIsentiment.,vFhlch justifies these proceediugs. Up to this present time not an arrest 
or a trial has taken place iu that county. 

QueatioTi. For the killing of these parties you have been speaking of T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many homicides do you suppose have occurred in that county since 
Uie war? 

Answer. Taking the statement of the sheriff to be correct, in the conversation to 
which I have referred, and keeping within a probable estimate of what has occuiTed 
since that time, I should say there must have been at least seventy-five or eighty mur- 
ders in that county since the war. 

QuesUoa. How many were colored, and bow many were white ! 

Ansmer. There must have been nine-tenths of them colored, or at least eight-tenths. 

Qiwslion. What was the character generally of the colored men who were killed? 

Amivm: Prominent men among their race. Another prominent man named Catviu 
Sogers was killed a few weeks after that riot took place. Ho was our constable there. 
The character of the men who were kiUed, or the most of them, was good ; liey were 
neitherthievesnorvagabonds, and they were our best colored men both iu intelligence 
and industry; they belonged to that class. 

Question. Were fliey in£iential and prominent in their political relations I 

Answer. They were locally prominent. 

Question. Have you an^ reason to suppose there was an organization in that county 
out of. which these homicides, or any considerable number of them, originated f 

Answer. Tes, sir ; I have every reason to believe that such was the case. 

Question. How has it been in other counties besides Jackson ? 

Ansvier. There is a county adjoining, Calhoun County, which is a part of the same 
region of country in which Judge Carra way, ajudgeof tne county eonrt, who was also 
one of the registrars under the reconstruction laws, and Mr. Yearty, who, I think, was 
also one of the registrars, both prominent republicans, were killed. Judge Carraway 
was murdered probably a year and a half ago ; James W. Yearty, who was sheriff and 
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a memlier of tbe legislature, wus innrdered five or sis moBths ago. That is tiio toiiuty 
adjoiniug Jacksou Conofy. 

Qaeslion. Haro (here been ot!ier homicides in that coanty I 

Annirer. Not that I know of p'lrtienlarlj'; not among prominent men. 

Qiifstion. How has it been in Hamilton County 1 

Ansirer. Thero have l^een soi::e whippings and aeourgings there, bnt I am not much 
acquaiut*<l in that connty. 

(Jiicetion. How with Columbia Connty ) 

Ai/sKer. That has also il very lawless reputation ; but I am not acq^uainted with the 
jir.rticulars of what has ooonrred there. 

Qiioelitm. Is it yonr impression audbelief that thia conization of whicli yon speak 
e!Llo]ids beyond Jackson Connty. and into other portions of the Stated 

^JjfSH'cc. Yes, sir; 1 believe that it cstends over the State. 

(^jiestion. In yonr opinion, what la the object of that organisation ! 

Ansver. Judging from the demonstrations that are made, the object nmst be the eX' 
tii^palion of the jirominent republicans and Union men in this country, fur the purpose 
of seizing hold of the State government and State offices. In other words, the object 
in the murder of the loaders of the republican party in the State, and the intimidation 
of ether republicans, and in that way to obtain possession and control of the State 
government. 

Question. So as to enable the minority to rule the mtyority ! 

AmtiMi: Yc3,eir ; because on asiiuare, fair vote we have a bona fide majority in thin 
State. 

By Mr. Bayakd : 

Question. When did you first oome to Florida } 

Anewer. I came here in 1860. 

Question. Where from! 

Answer. From Washington City. 

QiKstimt. What offices did you huld when you first came here t 

Answer, I was in the Bureau. 

Question. Ton mean the Freedmea's Bureau ! 

Answer, Yes, air. 

Queslioa. Agent of that Bureau for what portion of the State ! 

Aniicer. First for Jackson County, and subsequently for five or six counties. 

Questioa. How long did you continue in that capacity f 

J.n»icei: For about two years. 

QaeaUoa. What office did you then ta&e ¥ 

Answer. I was then elected a member of the constitutional convention of this State, 
and was afterward elected to the State senate. 

QuesHon. You assisted in framing the constitution of this State! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Queitiott. And you were then eli oted to the State senate ! 

Ansuier. Yes, sir. 

QaeBiion, Your term as State eenat-or Las not yet expired ! 

Answer. No, sir; I was appoinfiMl county judge, but resigned that place, and was 
elected to the senate, 

Qneation, To what judgeship were you appointed ! 

Answer, 1 was elected t« the State senate; I was appointed secretary of state, and 
then resigned that position ; I wits then appointed county judge, and resigned that 
place ; and wiis then re-elected to the State senate. 

Qaestion. By whom were you appointed to those offices ! 

Answer. By the governor of the State. 

Question. By Governor Heed? 

Anavitr, Yes, sir. 

Quesiiim. As I recollect your testimony, yon seemed to have some doubt of his being 
a republican governor ; you spoke of him as being a " reputed republican." Wae he 
elected by the republican party ! 

Anstco: Yes, sir. 

Question. And you have been the recipient of office at his hands f 

Answer. Not wholly at his hands. 

Qaefiiion. Do you hold any other office now than that of State senator! 

Ansiver. I am United States internal revenue assessor for the State. 
Qimslion, Of the entire State! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it eomposes one district. 

Quation. Now, in regard to the origin of this anarchal condition of Jackson Connty 
which jou have described,! have understood you to say that a picnic was held by the 
colored people? 

Ansuier. That was in September ; the troubles first commenced with the murder of 
Dr. Finlayson. 
QaeslUm. When was that! 
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Anstcer. In Pebmaiy, IB69, and the picnic wi 

Questimt. Where fiid the firing on tlie people i 

Answei: On their way to the picnic. 

Qaestion. Who were killed by that firing? 

Anstiya: A little hoj and a colored man. 

Question. Who were the persona who fired ? 

Answer. That was very hard to say. They had their suspieiona, and almost direct 
proof. They were white men. 

Queetion. How many men fired on them f 

Answei: It was supposed that two of thera fired. 

QiiestUm. Were the colored people there in great crowds ? 

AnsiDer. I shonld suppose there must have been c[iiite a party of them. 

Qmstion. How many were in the picnic? 

Amvjer. Maybe fifty, or one hundred ; I do not know how many. 

QiteaUim, They wore fired on by two white men, with the resalts you have stated? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that two days after that time some gentlemen were sitting in the 
gallery of a house m the town of Marianua? 

Answer. On the hotel piazza. 

Quesiion. Who were they T 

And^ver. J. P. Coker, C. F. McClellan, Miss McClellan, and probably some more, for 
aught I know. 

Qaeetion. At what time of the day was it ? 

Atuwer. It was said to be in the dnsk of the evening, or after daik. 

Quotum. What waathoage of MisaMcClellau! 

Anstcer. She may have been eighteen or twenty. 

Qaeitvm. A yonng lady ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was her father a man of prominence there 1 

Answer. He was a lawyer, and a man of bad eminence as an agitator and instigator. 

QaeatUm. Was he so held among his own people with whom he associated — with the 
native people of Florida, the white people f 

Answer. He was considered a peonliaisort of man, a man of boisterous, ragged, harsh 
wuys and maanor^ not a peaceable man at oil. 

Question. Was he beloved by his friends and by tho community ; by those of his own 
color and race! 

Ausaer. No, air ; I do not think ho was. 

Qaesiion. Was he or not a man of standing in the comrannity ! 

Answer. He was a practicing attorney there. To give you an idea of tho man : He 
came originally ftom Kentncky. He was a large man, a man of huge proportioua, and 
called himself a " Kentncky war-horse." 

QnesUojt. What other men were with him J 

Answer. The other man, Mr. Coker, is a bad man, 

Qaesiion. What is his occupation 1 

Answer, It is that of a merchant, a general ring-leader of badness. I give it as my 
opinion, founded upon pretty good evidence, that he is the generalissimo of Ku-Iilii); 
there ; he is so considered in the whole conntry. 

Qaesiion. Those people were sitting on tho piazza of the hotel at the time you speak 

Answei: Yes, air. 

Question. Did tho young lady also share yonr ill opinion T 

Answer. No, sir ; ^e must have been a very fine yonng lady ; there is no doubt about 
that. 

Quesiicii. She was shot T 

Anstcer. She was killed. 

Question. Do you know by whom 1 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Have yon any reason to suppose or know th.it she was killed as a retalia^ 
tion in any way for the firing upon the partiea going to the picnic ? 

A)igwer. I have no reason to know that at all. 

Qneation. From that the excitement you have descrilied proceeded ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; taking that and the other murders a day or two before. 

Question. When yoa used tho term " chivalry," yon use it as a term of contempt, do 
you not ! 

Answer. No, sir. I used it to desoiibe a certain class of men, apistol-and-bowie-knife 
class of men. 

Question. You mean to speak sneeringly of them ? 

Amwer. It is a designation to bo applied to a certain class of men in this country. 

Question. I merely ask you in. regard to the tone iu which you used the ^ 

Anstver. I do not ki * ' . . .^ . . . - ... 



regard to the toue ; I speak of a certain class of men. 
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to eljow yonr 
t term tLey t 



among tbeniselTes. 

Qtte$tion. I merely wish to get an 
term " cLivaliy ;" and also to the tt 
-want to get at yonr moaning. 

An'm>er. I applied it to a certain class of people in this eonntry. There 3s a certain 
class of men wlio may lie termed "fire-brands" naturally, and who politically belung 
to tbe democraoy ; I used the two terms together. 

QoesUmi. You say that these people met and dictated certain appointments to the 
governor I 

Avmeer. I there spote of tho results of their action ; when the governor accepts re- 
commendations of men after such proceediaga, it certiunly must he a cowering before 
dictation. I am responsihle for my own words there. 

Qiieelion. I take it yon are responsible for all your words f 

AnKwer. J mean that that is my construction of that proceeding. 

Quesiion. Was the form of this dictation to which you have testified different from 
the ordinary recommendation of parties to offico ? 

Aiimser. I do not know that it was different from the general rceommeudatjon to 

QacsRon Are yon conscions that you are apealdng under very great escitement and 
prgudico against these people T 

\AK8ivtr. Well, I hope not. 

^timtion Are you consoions of that feeling f 

Answer. I try to be perfectly eonscious ofwhat I am saying. 

QueaHon. You are not aware that to an ordinary bystander yonr testimony wonJd 
indicate snoh a feeling on your part T 

Answer. No, sir ; I probably speak the truth in an emphatic manner, but I know 
whereof I speak. Allow me to say this, Mr. Senator^ that two years ago I introduced 
a resolution into the legislature hero in favor of universal amnesty. I advocated the 
passage of that resolution. It passed through the legislature, and I stand by it now, as 
I have stood ever since. I really am not prejudiced against these people. 

QtttaHon. My reason for saying what I did, is that yon have often, in your statements 
of what was intended, instead of what aetnally occurred, made statements which, I 
think, indicated tho feelinj; influencing yon at this time. You spoke of men riding up 
to a house, and looking at it, and then you spoke of what they heard or saw, aud of 
what their impreasinus were. It occured to me that you probably gave your testimony 
as you would wish it to bo. 

.Answer. I give my testimony here with a great deal of latitude, not as I would do in 
court ; I am not undergoing here a technical examination, as I would in a court ; I am 
taking a latitude here because you permit mo to take it. 

Qnealion. That is evident. 

Anainer. You permit me to do so. 
6y Mr. Lansing ; 

Quealioa. Yon mean, however, to confine yourself to the rules of evidence T 

^iwioer. Yes, sir. 

By theCHAJBMAH: 

Question. You are aiming to give a historical account of certain transactions ! 

Ausaer. Yea, sir. 

By Mr. Bayjkd : 

QiimHon. You may call it a historical account, but I would ask you if you are not 
giving suppositions, rather than statements of facts T 

Ansum: No ; 1 am speaking of facts. 

Qtiegtiw. You spoke of some ten or twelve old men going with you as hostages. Bo 
youmean by that they went ont to answer with their lives for any assault n|>ou yon f 

Answer. No, sir ; I will explain what I mean, Mr. Senator. There were fifteen of us, 
and ten of them, and had we been attacked, and had it become necessary to go, spirit- 
ually speaking, into the land of Canaan, every ono of those men would have gone 
with us. 

QaesHon. You would have murdered those old men t 

Ansic^. We wonld not have gone alone ; we would have done what it is said Indians 
have done under certain circumstances. We have heard of Indians, who, when pur- 
aned, wonld interpose tho'women and children they may have kidnapped between tho 

funs of their enemies and themselves. Had we been pursued in that way, we wonld 
ave made a bulwark of those hostages. 

Question. Did those old men go ont with the understanding that yon would get behind 
them in case ballets were fired at you, or that you were to take their lives if pressed 
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Question. Ton iuteuded t( 

Anstt^r. Of course we did.. 

Qmilion. You took those men out for that purposcT 

AnsKer. They went with us to give ns protection, and we were bouad that tboy should 
he n protectiou to us. 

Qucstioa. And you woiild have taieu their lives to saro yours t 
■Answer. We would have taken their lives hafore we lost our own. 

QnesUoa. Would you have taken their lives if people had attacked yon ! 

Answer, Wc wonld have tafeen their lives to pcoteot our own. 

Q)ie^lon. When you used the word "hostages^' yon knew what the word meant t 

Answer, Yes, sir ; Ihoy probably called themsdvea an escort ; wo probably called 
tlieni hostages all the while. 

Question. Did you say no to them before they started t 

Anawer. I suppose so ; we merely looked at things from di£ferent stnndpoints. 

Qneation. My question was whether they went with you toinaiire your safety? 

JHSicer. Yes, sir, and they nobly did it; but if they bad abown treachery, or if they 
had shown a diBpi>sition not to give na protection, we would have used them for pro- 

Question. That was the contract under which they went out, except, you say, they 
took one view of it and you took another? The long and short of the story was that 
you arrived safely at Tallabassee ! 

A'MV!er. Yea, air ; but they took us out of Florida^ 

Ques&mi. You wanted to get out of Marianna ? 

Answer. Wo wanted to got to Quincy, and they concluded it was the best policy to 
take UB to Georgia. 

QaesUott. Thoj; treated you in good faith T 

Aaav>Br. Tes, sir, and when we (jot there we treated them gloriously to champagne. 

Qu^iiim. Forgetting your kind intentions while on the road? 

Answer. We had no intentions, escept as might have come up on the spur of the 



QitesUon, What is the population of Jackson County? 

Anmca; They have a voting population there of about 2,000 ; at a ro 
there may bo a population of 8,000 or 10,000 people there. 

Questioa. Aiid the negro vote is largely preponderating ? 

Anxwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many negro voters to one white voter ! 

Answer. In a fair election there, I tliink there would be but few less than 1,400 black 
voters and GOO or GOO white voters. 

OaestioB. Nearly three to one ? 

Anavter. Two to one, I should say. 

Question. How large a town is Marianna ! 

Answer. It is scattered; there may be 500 or 600 inhabitants: there was a time when 
it had more. 

Question. How many white republicans arc there in the county ? 

Answer. There were alrout sixty or seventy white republicans there then. 

Questioa. That was two years ago! 

Answer. That was in laoa 

QneaHon. How many are there now ? 

Anmiier. IJudgo tliere arenouc, for thelastonehas been killed. Colonel Dickinson 
was killed Inst April, and the others there had to drop their faith. I might mention a 
little instance here. 

Question. Pardon me. Yon say Mr. Dickinson was the last one killed ; then there are 
no more there to be kOIed ? 

Anemer. I am afraid that between the killing and thelrigbt, hy the operation of those 
two causes, tlicro ate no more white republicans there; that is, no more outspoken 

Question. Do you think any white republicans voted there at the last election? 
Aiiswer. I do not think there were any. 

By the CuiniMAN : 

Qaegiion. You were proceeding to make a statement ? 

Answer. The son of our late member of the legislature, Mr. McMillan, was fired upon 
and shot through the face as he was taking a drink out of a bucket of water. The infer- 
ence is that the shut was intended for the old gentleman. That took place five or six 
months ago. All that is discouraging in the white repubiicans there. 
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Bj Mr. Bayakd; 

QnestUin. Yon liavo epokea of these men wIlo bave committed these a:SE3HBiDatio!;s 
ana mnidera, and said that not one of them has been brought to trial at any tintc in 
that coun^. la it becanae they have gone out of the eonnty, escaped from (he State, 
"gone to Teias," as jon say meii were m the habit of going so rea<lily, when they had 
blankets and overcoats tJocl to their saddles t 

Ansica: Most of them have gone out of the county. Undoubtedly there are soxiie 
there, and many of them could have been arrested. 

Question. Do you know their names ! 

Answer. I wonld. not like to tetitifp to t 
matize here as nardeieis, though I am 
why they have not been arrested T 

Q^es^ion. Yes, I want toknow; and the reason is this: the machinery of this State 
ffovernment has been in*he hands of members of your party. How, why ia it that, 
having the State bonnd hand and foot, under the control of your partisans, so ikr as 
ofBce IS concerned, your of&cials have not done their duty 1 

Answer. That is not the constrnetion that should be put upon it. If the people, by 
general sentiment, to say nothing about conspiracy, are opposed to a certain govern- 
ment and all its offleinls, and combine knowiugly or instinctively, as it were, to harass 
that government, and throw all impediments in its way, it is a very easy tiling for 
murderers to escape, and for the officers of the law to be prevented from pursuing; it 
is a very easy thing to give all aid, countenance, and assistance to those muiierers, 
just as is the case there. There are men right there now who I am morally certain 
are some of those who shot me and have shot others. Those men can get money and 
have the use of good horses, while they may be here this evening, to-morrow morning 
they go thirty miles away. There is akind of Free-Masonry thatexists among a certain 
class of men, and they wjll assist each other. That is so in every-day life, and it shows 
itself in the grand and petit juries every time they ace called upon to act. 

Question. You have st-ated as a fiiot that you have a majority of the people in this 
State in your favor at the polls ; you have stated as a £ict that you have the whole 
machinery of the State government entirely in your hands. Now, is it possible that 
if there hid beeu proper diligence, capacity, and honesty in jour official oirolea there 
would not have been at least more attempts to arrest these people, cud wonld they not 
have been at least driven from the Stat«, if not arrested and jpuuished? 

Atumer. Let me Ulustrate, if jou please, Mr. Senator. Colonel Dickinson, who was 
a political charaotei^ and one of the best men who ever breathed the breath of life, 
intellectually and morally, when these men were out there, was prevented by the peo- 
ple en fOMse from holding inquests over the dead bodies. The good old citizens, who 
could only advise and couusel, told bim not to attempt to do so. Hat officer of the 
law was preveni»d from eiecnting his sworn duty. He could not gel anybody to serve 
on that inquest, and the people there dared him to hold it. 

Q«estion. That is the case, with a voting jiopnlafion of three to one in your favor, 
and with all the officers on your side ! 

Anmoei: Very well ; now take the conspiracy that esists among the most intelligent 
class of the people. 

Question, what conspiracy do yon refer t-o ; give it some speeifio name I 

jMiw&\ Yon might call it Ku-Klnxiem ; I suppose that is it. It is an organization 
that nndoubtodlj extends all over the State and throughout the Stnto. Those men 
willcombine to prevent the arrest of any man; they will spirit him away or protect 
and conceal him and make it dangerous for officers of tho law to attempt to arrest him. 
It is not that the officers of the law have not made esertions to arrest tliese men, for 
they have done so ; but the men get away, or if they do stand their trial, as they have 
done in different portions of the State, and any one of these men ia on the jury, he will 
hang the jury, and yon cannot convict any of them. 

Qaestioa. Have jou a knowledge of any man who belongs to any such organization? 

Answer. No ; I have no personal knowledge of it. 

QuBsiwn. How can you .state more than mere opinion upon that subject f 

Answer. Well, I might, state it as my opinion that it is the spring of the year, because 
1 see the leaves springing from the trees and the vegetation springing from the earth. 
I might give it yon as my cminion, based npon facts, as they show Ihemselves abont 
me, that it is the spring of the year. In the same way I give it as my opinion that 
there is sjich an organization, and I base it upon facts as they show themselves to me. 
They may c;ill themselves Invisible Empire, Ku-Klns, or anything else they choose, 
bnt the^ ore a combination. 

Questum. Your simile is perhaps sound, and perhaps not. 

AttSv^. It may be. 

Qaestion, About the facts of which you spoke. Yon say tho evidence of spring is a 
matter of fact. Now, do ;ou say, as a matter of fact, that tlierc is a combination of 
these men ! Have you seen them come and go, and do you know that there is such an 
organization t 
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Answer. I liave seen tliem iu their works, and I have felt them mj-self. 
QueetMit. Descrihe what yon mean by " their worJia." 

Armeer. Their -srorks are the murdenng, scourging, whipping, and intimidating of a 
cett^n class of political men, and it aU cornea from the opposite class. 

Question. Upon what individaals will you fix that ) A mnrder Laving been commit- 
ted ; whom would jo« arrest for it, if you had antocratio power t 

Answer. Where I am intimately acquainted, I would mate no myst-eir in making 
the arrest ; I can only speak for Jackson County. I would not arrest the man wlio 
did the deed bo soon as I wonld arrest the man who instigated it. It ia my opinion 
that there are men who ait down and decree the murder of this or that man ; and then 
tbcy have their tools, who go oat and execute that decree. 

Question. Have yon any Imowledge of any anch case, and of tiio facts attending it ! 

Answer. My knowledge comes fmm what I have seen ; I J§dge of the cause from the 

efi^ts which I see produced. 

Qiiealioti. Can yoa state to this committee the facts upon which auch. a b1 
that is based, and give the names and the cases 1 

Anewer. Mr. Senator, you know as wcU as I do, with all respect, that there a 
w^^ of arriving at a concluaion logically. 

Qv^iion. It is your knowledge I want to get at, not your opinion. 
AnmBer. 1 can only judge from the efiect. 
Qtieatvm. Can you give the iacts ! 
Answer. I can give tbe effects. 

QnesU^m. I am asking yon alMut the causes, about tl 
Answer. I do not speak of causes ; I do not see the c 
lavtsible Empire, aud they are not to be sees, 

Question. Ton have stated as a fact that murder ia instigated by one, while it is per- 
formed by another ; and yon have said, and very properly, that the mau who instigates 
a murder is worse than the man who is bought or frightened into committing it. I 
ask you whether you can give a caae in which the facts wUl bear oat your process of 
zeaaoning. 
Avsteer. I can, right here. 
Question. WUl you state the case f 

Answer. While I will mention no names, because it is not proper for me to teatify to 
names, I will say tliat Dr. Finlayson and myself wore men who had uo personal enemies. 
There is no man out there who conld stand up and say to either of us that we had ever 
injured him, insulted hiu, or done him wrong. We were shot ; we had the proof, just 
as direct and plain as conld be, in regard to the men who did it. One was a mau, a 
hanger-on about town, akiud of factotum, who was iu the employ of these very sort of 
men. He was an indigent man himself, who sported his broadcloth ; be Lad no visible 
means of support, bat waa admitted into the social circle of such men aa Coker, 

McClellan, and those of tliat class. That man and another man, who was 

Qjtesilon. Do you believe they gave him money to pay his personal expenses, and kept 
Lim in that condition T 
AnsKer. He had no visible means of support. 
Question. Do you believe they gave him money ? 

Ajiaicer. Not those men I havementionod ; I said he associated with them. The other 
man was a farmer, a man of desperate character ; one of those loose, mysterious kind 
of farmers that we liave there. There are a certain class of people in this country who 
farm &r several daya, and then they are away from Lome for several days aud nighta : 
he was that kind of man. Both of those men we only knew when we saw them, and 
they only knew ua in the same way ; we never had any interconrae with them at alL 
Tet, as certain aa I ait here, those men shot ns, and there is proof enough to convict 
them before any^'ary. I will give yon a little proof right here; or, if yon do not want 
it, it makes no difference. One of those men is there yet, is round about there to-day; 
lie Is received into the same circle of society ; he is, in every sense of the word, pro- 
tected. That was a put-up job ; there is no doubt of it. Why, sir, it was bruited all 
over the country there for a year before 1 was shot that there waa SljCOO in gold on 
deposit there for any man who would kill Purman, for no other reason than that I bad 
taken a proSninent pait in reconstruction ; that waa bruited all over the country. I do 
not aay that was the faet,'but that was the statement there made, and it must have 
Lad ite effect. Many a poor devil wonld say, " I wonld kOl him for 81,600." You 
wanted to know, Mr. Senator, how I know theae things. Eight there, let me say that 
I am morally certain of it ; and yet that one man ia right there to-day. Public senti- 
ment centered on him as the man, and he was away for about six montLs. TLen the 
democratio paper there cameout and landed him, and prepared the way for his coming 
back, and he is there again to-day ; and he eonid not becoBvieted in that country. If 
you were to hear the evidence we have against him, you would say that any jury in 
the world would convict bim. 

Qvcstion. Pardon me for saying that I have seen no proof of a eouapiraey to kill you. 
Aumcer. Here are two men who attacked ua, who have no personal connection with 
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us, and wlio must l)e acting aa tlie tools of somebody else. Would they in order aa from 
pure pleasure, if they were not iuetigated 1jy a power behind theru, by a rewa,rd, or 
hope of reward! 

QjteaUon. Have you any facts going to show that those men you suspect have been 
rewarded in any way I 

AnsKey. 1 have no facta t« show that ; I merely used that as an illnstratiou to show 
that mmilers take plaee iiom no personal motives at all, and for no personal reaeon. 
They seem t* be done in putsuanee of some secret, mysterious flat — by some parties who 
are probably strangers to their victims. 

QaealUiH. My object is to se«, so far as I can, that guilty men are punished in every 
case that can be named or thought of. At the same time I should like to know who 
they were first, and I should not like that innocent men should suffer with the gnilty, 
or Miat suspicion merely shoold talie the place of proof. That is why I have asked for 
liictB, because the character of your testimony has been generally to chai'ge the com- 
munity with these crimes. I want yott to put the guilt where it belongs, and a«quit 
those who are not chargeable with it. - 

Answer. I would not want to chaige the whole community with these things; I 
think there are a great many of them in this conspiracy ; there is no doubt about that. 
Let me tell you one thing I did, Mr. Senator, in order that I may remove the impres- 
Eion that you may probably be getting from my evidence. We were shot on a Friday 
night. On Saturday night, at about 12 o'clock, when I was lying there at theiioint of 
death, a committee of a dozen, perhaps more, black men came into my house. They 
were armed to the teeth, andsaid that they had there eiic or eight hundred men around 
the town, and that they were going to come in and sack the town that night, on ac- 
count of the murder of their frien& Senator Bayard, right there I begged of those 
men, when I could scarcely speak, fbr God's sake not to do any sach thing. They have 
confidence enough in me to come and tell me these things, for the colored people have 
great confidence in their friends. The colored people are superstitions. I talked to 
uiose men, and made them hold up their right hand^ and swear to rae to go and call 
off their friends and return home. I did that to save the white people who were there. 
Had I not done it there would have been a terrible calamity right at that time. I did 
it, and j;et I knew that those very men whose lives I was aparing.byptobably that last 
act of mine would doubtless take the very first opportunity to kill me if they could. 

Question. Tlien there is this condition of affairs in Florida that the safety of a town 
will depend upon the kindness and sense of justice and propriety of a few leaders ! 

Answer. That is not the general fact. I merely tell you this iu order to prevent yon 
getting a wrong irapressiou in regard to myself. 

Qaestwn. Do not understand that any ciueetioa I ask you is with any disrespect to 
you personally. 

Anmeer. There is no telling what those people would have done ; that I prevented 
them from doing that I think there is no doubt. Probably they never would do it 

QueatioTt. The white people are pretty well aware of that fact ? 

Ait>v)er. Of what fact T. 

Question. That there was that g.ithering around the town at that time. 

AnsjBer. Tes, sir. 

Question, The black people let them understand it f 

Answer. 1 do not know that they did, but they knew it, and for awhile they were 
Tery grateful to me. But afterwards they called it cowardice, and said that I was 
afraid to open the ball. Probably if you were out there they would not do me justice, 
as those men could not do justice to anybody. But I would do it again, for it ia no 
more than humane and Christian. 

QnestU>n. That was the condition of the feelings of the black people at that time on 
that subject? 

Answer. Tes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I understand yon tosay that this occurrence, when you interposed between 
the citizens there and the indignation of the colored people because of the killing of 
their friend. Dr. Finlajson, was before the attack on the colored picnic t 

Answer. Yea, air, about sis or seven months before. 

Questifm. What was the date of the kiUing of Mr. Dickinaon ? 

Answer. I am not certain now whether it waa the 31st of last March, or the 3d day of 
last April. 

Question. Had anything occurred immediately preceding his death; had he done 
anything to aroase anew their indignatioti towards him t 

Answer. Ho, sit, except that ho was a general eye-sore there to them because he was 
the last plank that held together the republican party there in that county, and they 

Question. How did the people there treat his remaina after he was dead t 
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Amti>er. Well, I do not know about that ; be -was liui'ied 

QibeMon. Are you sure lie was buried there, or were bis reuiaiaa biougbt bere! 

Ansieer. He wa8 bniietl tbere, and bia remaiuB were afterwards brought away by bia 
&!eu(ts. 

Qii^siiow. So far as yon fenow, wbat was tbe last homicide tbat occurred in that 
county I 

Answer. The murder of Dicbinson 'was tbe Isst among onr promiDeut men. 

QimtUm. Tbere has been no one tilled tbere since I 

Ansvier. No, sir, beeanse they have killed off everybody tbere is any opposition to on 
tJieir part. I have a good conservative friend here, a democratic fnend, in this city, 
who eoines ii-om Jaokson County, and wbo was tJiero wben I was there. He received 
St letter from a democratic friend of bia out there, after tbe murder of Dickinson. He 
told me ia a laughing, bappy, rejoicing way, " Well, Diek writes to me irota Jaotsoa 
County tbat tbey have tbmga in their own way there now ; tbat tbere is not a flamued 
nigger tliat dares to speak in Jnekson County ; tbat Purman dare not go back again ; 
ana tbey are going to bave peace and piflsperity there ; that Dickinson was the last 
leader among tbe republicans tbere, and be beinc sway, tbere were no more damned 
niggers to make speeches; no more white republicans dare go there; and- tbey aiv 
gomg to bave a jjerfeot elyaium now." 

Question. How has it been with regard to wbippjiigs and scourgings tbere; have 
there been any of them going on ? 

Ansiner. No, sir, they make clean work of it in Jackson County ; tbey believe thera 
in gunpowder entirely ; tbey flo not resort to tbese trifling things. 

QmcbKow. You mean that they bave generally inflicted death, or attempted to do so ? 

An»tcer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr, Bayaub : 

QuesUon. This letter of which yon speak, and which you have qnoted so empbaticaily 
just now — were the contents of it given to yon joeiilarly by this gentleman here ; and 
■when you say be is your good friend are yon speaking joonlarly ? 

Anstner. No, air, he ia a good friend ; be spoke of it as a sood thing. 

Question. Did be do so jocularly or earneatly ? 

Answer. It was more in a spirit of rqoicing, more from a feeling of happiness that 
such was tbe case. 

Qaeaiion. It was not spoken as a matter of fiieudJj confidence, but as a matter of 
r^oioing T 

Amiver. No, sir, it was not spoken in confidence ; I do not violate any confidence. 

Qaedtion. He spoke of it as a matter of fact, as stating to you a fact T 

AJisfver. Yos, sir, and I hclicve be got tbe letter. 



,E, Flokida, November 11, 1971. 
■FKANK MYERS si 
By tbo Chaiomam ; 

Question. What ia your age, where were you born, where do yon now live, and what 
is your present occupation? 

Anetve): 1 am about thirty-three yeaia old ; I was horn in South Carolina, and I now 
live in Colnmbia County, Florida ; I bave been acting as tbe traveling agent of tbo 
Florida Courier this year; at present I am not connected with it. 

QaesUim. How long bave yon been living in Colnmbia County ! 

Afigwer. Abont two years. 

QttesUoH. Where did yon live before that time t 

Aaitna: In Alachua and Hernando Counties. 

QiuaUvn. I wish, you would tell us what you know of any political organization in 
either of those connties. 

Answer. Well, air, in 1868, when I waa living in Alachua County, I joined a demo- 
cratic otnb tbat was being organized at tbat time ; and a short time after I joined it, 
a proposition waa made to loe to join what tbey termed a aecrot- service club ; as 1 ei- 
pected to leave tbe county in a few days, and move into Hernando County, I did not 
join tbe secret-service club, as they called it ; since that time I have been in Alachua 
County repeatedly, and in conversation witli several of those parties I have been 
infbrmed that such an organization was completed. 

Question. What did yon nnderatand was the object of tbat secret-service club T 

Aiisviei: The object of tbe secret-service club, as explained to me at that time by the 
party wbo spoke to me about it, was, in case it became necessary, as they feared it 
would, to use force or violence to prevent certain parties from exerting too great an 
inflnence witli the colored population in that county, to be prepared to do it effeotnally 
and secretly. 
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QaesHon. What kind of effectual metliod did you understand tliey were to use ? 

Answer. I can only infer what they meant hy the langu^e they used ; I am repeat 
ing the substance of it now, as it was explained tome. 

QuetUen. When it became neoesaary to prevent any one from obtaining undue inflii 
ence, they wanted to be prepared to do it eflectnally and secretly 1 

Anmiei: Tes, sir. 

Qaeetiim. Is that the organization, as yon understand it, that is eonimonly and pop- 
'olarly known as the Ku-Klni^ t 

Anticer. I thinli so ; I take it to be tl 

Qtuslum. Have you ever seeu 

Answer. I Lave. 

Question. Can you produce a copy of it ! 

Aneieer. I have a copy which was given to me at that time. [Producing a manit- 
Boript pamphlet, as follows :] 

"The CwisiWulion of the YouTig SHen's Democratic Club of [Jiwejrat name and county , 
mate.} 

"SBCnOiJ 1. This organization shall be known and bailed aa the Young Men's Demo- 
cratic Club of , county of , State of . 

" Sbction 2. The officers of the club shall consist of a president, two vice-presidents, 
(firat and second,) a recording and a corresponding secretary, and one treasurer. 

" Suction 3. There shall be an executive committee consisting of five discreet, 
active, energetic members. 

"Section 4. All tho officers shall be elected by ballot; but by a vote of two-thirds of 
the members present at any regular meeting, the ballot may be waived, and tlie election 
proceed viva twee. 

"Section 5. The president shall preside at all meetings, or, in his absence, one of the 
vice-presidents. In the absence of the president and both vice-presidents the club may 
elect a chairmauuro tern, 

" SECTioif 6. The president, vice-presidents and cseoutivo committee shall constitute 
a committee of observation wid safety, of which the president stall be chairman. 

" Section 7. All matters pertaining to such service shall be referred to this commit- 
tee of observation and safety, and the names and duties of the secret-aervico commit- 
tee shall be known only to the said committee and their various cbiel^. 

" Sectios e. There shall be appointed by the president a finance committee, whose 
duty it shaU be to provide ways and means. 

"Sbction 9. Funds raised for campaim purposes shall be disbursed under the direc- 
tion of the committee of observation ana safety, or by the central assistant chiefs. 

" Section 10. No one shall be admitted to membership in this organization without 
tie indorsement of the two members on presentation of the applicant, and five nega- 
tive votes ^^ rgect an applicant. 

" Section U. Each member shall, on admission to tiis club, subscribe the following 

" In the presence of Almighty God and these gentlemen, I do hereby solemnly pledge 
my sacred honor that I will conform to all rules and regiilations, by-laws and edicts, 
that may bo legitimately adopted by tbo organization ; that I will iuways coBCcal and 
never divulge any proceedings of thjs clnb improper to be made public ; that I will 
always recognize and never divulge the words or signs of recognition and distress that 
may hereafter be confided to me ; and that should I ever hear Uie baUing word of dis- 
tress, or see the sign given, I will instantly respond in person thereto, and render all 
the assistance in my power to the member speaKing the word or giving tlie sign ; So 
help me God. 

" This obligation shall be administered by the presiding officer, v^o shall previously 
have explained the object of the Yonng Men's Democratic Club. 

" Sbction 13. It shall be the duty of the committee of O. and S. to divide the white 
voters and disfranchised citizens ot the county into sections of fifties, which sliall be 
numbered, and to appoint, or cause to be appointed, a chief for each fifty. 

"Section 13. It shall be the duty of the committee of 0. and S. to lay off and bound 
the territorial limits of the fifties, and to instruct the respective chiefs in all their 
duties. 

" Section 14. It shall be the duty of the chiefs, immediately on receiving their &p- 
pointments, to divide theii respective fifties into tens, and lay off and bound their ter- 
ritorial limits, and to appoint a leader for each party of ten. 

" Section 1G. It abaU be the farther duty of the chiefs of fiftia? to instrnct and 
require the chiefs of tens to ascertain, at the earliest practicable period, the name, 
place of residence, by whom employed, vocation, height, complexion, where registered, 
aud political bias of every white and colored voter in their respective limite or terri- 
tory ; and, to' accomplish this thoroughly, they will call to their assistance every mem- 
ber composing their tens. 

" SKCnOK 16. It shall be the duty of leaders of tens to make a list, alphabetioaUy 
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arranged, embracing tlie pointa required in 
spective chiefa, who shall coDsolidate the ei 
after provided for. 

" Section 17, It shall be the dnty of leaders and their tens to oliey promptly all 
orders and instructions, proceeding from theiv respeotiTe chiefs, relating to the hasioesa 
or object of the organization; and it shaU be their dnty to mingle with the colored 
voters of their respective territorial limits sofBcicntly to learn their fiices, and at the 
same time to educate them in the priuciples of the demociatjo party, and tea«h them 
their duty as citizens. 

" 8ectio!T 18. There.shall ho apiwjinted by the Tfoung Men's Democratic Club of 
County a central chiei^ and two asBistants, first and second. 

" Section 19. It shall be the duty of the central chief and his assistants to superin- 
tend and command the whole oi^nization, receive and consolidate reports from the 
chiefii of fifties, and prepare for press accurate roUs, setting forth pointa required in 
article 15, and cai^se the same to be printed. 

" Section 20. Iq all matters pertaining to the duty of the ehiefi and their section, 
and leaders and their tens, the orders and decisions of the central chief, with the ad- 
vice and concurrence of his assistants, shall be final, until there shall be a district or 
State organization, when the appeal may be taken regularly to the central chief 
ranking. 

" Section 21. It shall he the duty of every member of tens to respond to tho call of 
their leaders, and the leaders of tens, when called or summoned, to obey promptly the 
coll of their respective chiefs. 

" Section 22. In further elections each lea<ler of tens shall he flemished a roll of the 
voters of the county, shall attend the polls, under the direction of their respective 
chiefs, and shall keep with them a sufficientnumber of their men to challenge, identify, 
detect, and prevent ftandulent votes from being polled, aud shall render what other 
service and assistance that may he demanded by the circumstances or the order of Hie 
central chief. 

" Section 33. In addition to the duties hereinbefore set forth and required of the 
committee of O. and S., that committee shall have power and authority to employ an 
efficient secretary to assist in the preparation of the forms compiled, and consolidated 
rolls; conduct correspondence, and keep the books of the organization. Said secretary 
sballbe theofiScerof the central chief, and shall besubjcct to the orders of that officer. 
He shall be paid for his services out of the fVinds to be raised by the olub for tJiat pnr- 

"SectionS4. It shall bethefurtherdntyof the committee of O. andS. to institute 
signs aud signals to preserve the counsels, purposes, strength, aud integrity of the oi^an- 
ization ; and shall create signs for commnnication and for assembling tens and fifties 
and the whole organization. 

"Si:CTiON 35. When a ten is assembled for any purpose. Its leader shall preside and 
command ; when a section is assembled the chief thereof shall preside and command ; 
and when the whole organization is assembled the central chief shall preside and com- 
mand ; and when two or more tens or two or more sections are aasembled rank shall be 
detenuined by members. 

" Sbctton 26. It shall be the duty of the chiefe of fifties to organize colored democratic 
clnbs ill their respective sections, and to afford such aid and assistance and counsel to 
said club as necessity and eipediency may require. 

" Sectiozi 37. Every member shall sign the constitution and contribute a smalt amount 
to defl:ay tho contingent expenses. 

" Seotion 23. This constitution shall not be altered, amended, or abrogated except by 
a two-third vote of all the members present at any regular meeting, notice Laving 
been given in writing at least one wecK previous. 



rt, (17 S. F. Harvard, {19 ;) S. T. Fraser, (1^ ;) Wm. Strickland, (30 ;) W. T. Abbett, 
(21;) S.C. Tucker, (92;) E. M. Thompson, (23;) C.RaiD,6r.,(24;) J. J.Kennard,(25;) 
J. D. Matheson, (26 ;) C.O.Bailey, (27;) C. Rain, jr., (28:) S. J. Kennard, (39;) Pat. 
BQi-ke,(30;) H.C.I)ozier,(31;) 6. W. Wallington,(33;) T. B.JIIUs, (33;) Thaddeus 
Foster, (34 ;) W. H. Bahcook, (35 ;) J. O. Malley, (36 ;) W. B. Ellis, (37 ;) L. C. Arledge, 
(38;) B.M.Dozier, (3D;) J. F. Strickland, (40;) Isam Bennett, (41 ;) Oscar Wiggins, 
(42;) Warren Brvant, (43;) J. B. H. Swift, (44;) J. W.Perry, (45;) J. W.Jones, (46;) 
C. P. Crawford, (47 ;) Edmund Jones, (48;) A. A, Robinson, (49;) Wm. D. Edwards, 
. (50 ;) Geo. M. Colman, (51 ;) 1. 1. Thompson, (53.) "1 

Questioii. Tho oath that is in this constitution is tbe oath of the ordei ! 

Answer. Of the democratic club ; tbe other oaths are not committed to writing. 

Queaiioa. The oaths in regard to the secret-service club t 

Anmner, Yes, sir. 
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QaeslU)n. Did yoa ever have the oaths given to yon 1 

Answer. Of ttie secret servioet 

Qnesliim. Yes. 

AuMier. Tes, sir. 

§M«8(ioii. Can you repeat the oath 1 

AnsKer. I cannot repeat it. exactly ; it lias been aloout two years since then, and I 
liave thought Tery little of it since. 

^SuiiUon. Give the sabstonce of it, as n^ily as you can. 

Answer. They were bound by oath to obey all orders or edicts eomiuK to them from 
their chief, (rom the central chief of the county, or the central chief of tlie State; they 
were also sworn to remove, by any means possible, any obstacles in the way of the auc- 
oees of the party which they represented. 

Question. Do you know a Mr. Bimey f 

Amwer. I do ; William H. Birney is his name, I think. 

Qutsiiou. Who is he 1 

Anawer. Re is the district attorney in the fifth judicial circuit of this State. 

QuesHon. Do you know of any attack haviog been made upon him? 

Answer. Not of my own knowledge. 

Question. Have yon any reliable information about it t 

Anncer, Yes, sir; I have information that I deem reliable, that there was an attack 
made on him. 

Question, Under what ciroumBtances ? 

Answer. I would not pretend to relate the circumstances, because I do not recollect 
them safflciently aeciurately to attempt to describe them. 

Queitton. How long ago was that ! 

Atiswei; A. little over a year ago. 

Question. Have you any reason to believe that was done by membera of this ordot f 

Answer Yes, sir. 

Question. What leads yoa to think so? 

Answer. I beard so from one of the parties himself. The party who related it to mo 
told me that they would have captured him and killed him, but bo snspeoted they 
were in pursuit of him and took another road, not the road he generally traveled on, 
and in that way he evaded them. 

Qu^tioa. Has there been a great deal of disorder in Columbia ConutyT 

Answer. I have hearda great dealeaid about disorder there, but of my own knowledge 
I cannot say there has been. 

Question. Yon have not participated, in it or witnessed it T 

Answer. So, sir. 

QaestHin. Do you know afly thing about the hanging of a negro there last winterT 

Anatner. In Columbia County! 

Question. Yes. 

Amwer. No, sir; there was one hung in Alachua County Inst winter. 

Question. What was his namef 

Answer. I never heard it. 

Question. Have you reason to suppose that ho was put to dea-tli by this same organ- 
ization f 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Question. What reason have you for thinking so f 

Answer. I have it from the same party who told me of the affaitwith General Birney. 

^eslioij. Yon have said that, according to your understanding, this organization is 
what is commonly known in the community as the Kn-Kluxt 

Answer. X so regard it. 

Queeiion. Is it connected throughout the Stole f 

Answer. About that I cannot say. 

Question. How came yon to have this book or pamphlet f 

Answer. It was given to me ; I joined the club, and my name is on the roll. I moved 
to Hernando Connty, and that book was given to me so that I could organize clubs in 
that county. I omitted to return the book; I laid it away among my papers, and 
overlooked it and never did return it. 

Question. In what part of Florida is Hernando Couuta'T 

Answer. It is in South Florida; it bordersontheGulf of Mexico. It was in that way 
that I became so well acquainted with the organization in organizing (Ijese clubs down 

Question. Suppose that in these efforts fo remove the obstacles to the success of the 

Sarty that you spoke of, any member of the organization should get involved in dif- 
culty, bo overtaken by the law, or anything of that sort, what were the rest of them 
to do? 
Answer. To supply him with the means to make his escape and get away. 
Question. So far as you know, how numerous is the organization ) 
Answer. I do not know. 



db,Google 



160 CONDITION OP AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Qu£stion. Do joiiknow wlio was at tholieadof it? 

Aiiemer. I do net ; at that iime I was toM the State orgaauzation was not complete. 

Qimtion. Do you underatand that it has been completed since! 

Anmver. Yes, sit ; to I have l>een told ; I do not know it to be so ; I have had nothing 
to do with the club since 1869. 

Question. Who were any of the officials known to you at that time ? 

Atisuxs: When I was connected with it 1 

Qaettlon. Yes. . 

Auamer. The contval chief of the democratic club in Alachua County was named 
Doctor Dudley. 

Question. What waa his fir^t name? 

^Muw. I do not know his first name ; I liave forgotten it. 

QHmUon. Did you attend the meetings of the clubf 

Answer. I did. 

Quetlion. Was it a pretty large organization ? 

Answer. The names of the members are on that roll; I think there are fifty-odd of 

Qwmtiim. Wliere were the meetings held! 

Aiisaer. There were two or three plaees wl 
meeting I attended was held over a drug store. 

^MeslioB. Were they always held in some house, . 

^Bsuier. Yes, sir ; whenever I attended them. 

QttesHon. How nnmerous was what was called tl 

Ansma: You will see there the provision that no 
shall know who the members are. 
By Mr. Batabd :' 

Quedliott. When did you sign thisT 

Anemer. I sijjpjed it in November, 186S. 

Quesiion. Was this oath administered to you ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaeHUm. And yon took it ? 

Anmner, I did. 

Qtieation. At that time you wore acting with the democratic party f 

Atmvier. I was. 

Question. When did you cease to be a member of this association, oi' of the democratic 
party! 

Amieer. I have had nothing to do with these clubs since 1869. 

QuealUm. Atwiiattime. 

AMSwer. lu the spring of 1669. 

QHealiOH. Waa this given to you then! 

Answer. It waa given to me in 1866. 

Qu£»tlon. How long prior to that had you become a member J 

Jumper. Only a few days; I removed to Hernando County a few days afterward. 

QaesUon. Did yon attempt to organize any clnb like that ! 

Answer. Yes, sir; I oi^anized two clubs under this constitution in Hernando County. 

Question. Did. you administer the oath to the parties there that you have given here ! 

Answer, I thinb I did. 

Question. Who was it asked yon to join this secret-service committee ! 

Answer. I would rather not answer that positivdy, though I thiuk to the best of my 
recollection it was a man of the name of Young. 

Question. I observe by this pamphlet that there is a secret-service club provided for, 
and that it is provided that " all matters pertaining to such servio* shall be referred 
to this comniitteo of observation and safety, and the names and duties of the secret- 
service committee shall bo known only to the said committee and their various cliie&." 
Were you ever a member of any of these committees! 

Answer. Hot there ; no, sir. 

Queition. Have you any knowledge of this secret service? 

Answer. I have it in this way ; when 1 went to Hernando County tlis book was 
given to me, and I organized two clnbB, and those two clubs constituted me their cen- 
tral chief for Hernando County. I then applied for instructions aa regards the seuret- 
eervice committee, and they were then given to me. 

QuesUoa. Who gave them to you! 

Answer. The instructions I received were communicated to me verbally, 

Qanstion. What were they! 

Answer. I have repeated tbero aa far as I can recoilcct. 

QueaiioH. Wliat were tboy ! 

Answer. To appoint a chief of the secret- service committee, which chief was to take 
the roll and select his own men. I did not know them; he organized them himse)£ 
Question. What were their duties! 
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ji«»Kter. Only what I have related ; they were sworn to obey any orders tlieir chief 
gave them. 

Qaeatum Was there any disguise providedT 

Amnrer No, sir. 

Q«e$tiim Was Uiore to be any diagnise used ! 

Aasuier Not that I know of. 

Qttegiiim. Were you held to perforrn any act illegal nnder thelSftaof the State? 

Aniuifi I took it so; uuder thu obligarione that weru administered to them, they 
were to obey any order oomiii(£ to them. 

Quvat'on Whethur legal or illegal ! 

Aneicn Yea, sir. 

Qneeium. That was jonrnnderstandingT 

Anewer Yee,sir. 

QKMlton That was the nnderstaiiding of the party taking the oath T 

Aaimo' That was my nnderatanding, 

Qmalton Yon say yon never took that oath 1 

Jw.iMi No, air. 

Qaesiwn And jet, while you nevi 
commnnicate to others whom yoa w 

Anavier Yes, sir. 

QvfehoH Have yon any knowledge of any unlawful acts perfbtmed by these menT 

Anmoer I have not of my own. knowledge. 

yiwslioB Do you know of any act contrary to the laws of the State of Florida or the 
liwsof the United States that was performed by any member of this organization t 

Answer. I only know what was told to me, as I have already stated; fknow nothing 
of my own knowledge. 

Qu^alitm. Do you know of any acts of violence against individuals ; any violations of 
the laws 'of Florida or of the United States proposed and esecnted, or proposed in yoOr 
presence by these people, and which yon subsequently learned were earned out t 

Q)Kilion. Have yon any knowledge of such acta I 

Answer. Not of my own knowledge. 

Question. What was the attack on General Bimey that yon spoke oft 

Answer. I do not know the particulars. 

QacaUan. Where did it occnrt 

Anawer. In Gainesville. 

Qtieiition, Were yoa there at the time t 

Anginer. No, sir. 

QueatUm. Where did you learn abont it ! 

Answer. I have it from one of the parties who was concerned in the attack. 

Question. Itesoribo it aa it was stated to yon. 

Answer. The part that impressed itself upon my mind was that after the attack was 
made and everything was quiet they pursued bim 

Qumtioti. Was the attack made on faim in broad day-light T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did they pntsne him ? 

Answer. He lived some miles liom Gainesville. 

QKeetiim. Was he seriously hurt I 

AnsKer, I do not tliink he was touched or hurt. 

Question. Do you mean that the assault upon him was in consequence of an order 
emanating ftom this committeel 

Answer. I have no knowledge of that 

^MMiion. Have you any knowledge that the assault upon him was committed in pur- 
suance of an order from the committee on secret service T 

Avawer. I have not. 

Qacstiim. Have you any knowledge of any other act being committed in pursuance 
of the order of this secret-Bervice committee t 

Answer. No, sir; I have not; it would be impossible for me to hare any knowledge of 
th.it, because I have never been connected with it. 

Question. You spoke of JnformationT 

Answer. My information was derived from ouo of the parties. 

Qaestion. Did he tell yoa that this assault was in consequence of any ordert 

Aneiccr. No, sir. 

Question, Then, have you aoy information or knowledge in any way that any act of 
violence was committed under the order of this secret service committee t 

Anawer. No, sir, I have not. 

Qaestion. From what, then, do you derive your belief that that obligation, as repeated 
to you, would have involved any person taking it in a breach of the laws of the State 
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Answer. He would not be bound to iliBobey the lawa of Florida or of tbe United 
States, unless some orders wore given to eommit some violence. 

Qofs&im. Would he be bound to cocamlt au act under such an order which involved 
3 breach of the lawa of the country f 

Ansmer. If he regarded tlie obligation as binding npou him, he would. 

QaesSoa. Did you ever administer such an oath to anybody t 

Aoiwer. Ko, sir. 

Quea&on. You say it never TTas administered to you f 

Aiixiver. No, sir. 

Qamtion. The substance of it was repeated to you t 

Avawer. Tes, sir. 

Question. Do you believe you have stated the substance of it with reaaonabie accu- 
racy now T 

Aatwer. I would not pretend to repeat it, because it has been bo long that a great 
deal of it has eeeaped my meuipry. 

Qn^lion. Was this oatli that they would obey the orders of this person, or all lawful 
orders emanating from this center? 

Answer. All orders. 

Qaeition. Without exception I 

Av«aer. All orders or edicta was aboat the way it was worded. 

Question. And, so far as your knowledge Koes, no acts of violence have been com- 
mitted under those orders that you know of! 

^MSMer. Not of ray own knowledge. 

Qae^twn. Go further than that. Have you iuformation of acts being committed in 
consequence of these orders I 

Ansaer. No, sir; I have not. 

Quealion. There have been a groat many cases of outrage, murder, and things of that 
sort committed in this State. Have you any information of a credible character to the 
effect that such acts followed from, ordets einanatiog from any of these secret com- 
Diittees 1 

Answer. There were two negroes hung in Hernajido County, in February, 1869, 1 
think. It was the common report there, and, in £ict, the thing was so plain that every- 
body acknowledged that they believed it to be true, that it was done by what were 
recognized as Ku-Klnr. They were taken from a guard and hung. 

QuegHon. What bad they been doingt ' 

Anmeer. They were both implicated in killing a boy. 

Question. ITiey were in theenstody of the sheriff at that timet 

Answer. Yes, sir; thoease was nndeigoing an investigation. 

Qucaiion. Do you meaa to say that the taking of those men out of the hands of the 
Bheriff, and patting them to death, was in consequence of an order from one of these 
secret committees f 

Anvwer. I do not know about the order. 

Question. That is what I want to get at. 

Answer. That I cannot tell you, because you can see ftom the obligation itself that 
no one can know where the orders come from, excepting those interested ; 1 would 
have no means of knowing whether they received an order or not. 

Qnts^on. You would have means of information, suoh as Jibe telling of that man who 
made the attack on Birney T 

Anawier. Yes, sir; he told me about their pursuing bim, and their attack ou him in 
Gainesville in open daylight ; every one saw it ; there waa nothing concealed at all. 

Question. What I want to get at is, whether these attacks were In consequence ol 
orders from these secret bodies. 

Ansaer. You cannot get that information from me, because I have no means of 
Knowing it. 

Qneslt(m. Do yon hold any office in this State now ! 

Answer. Ko,sir; I do not. 

(iues^on. Have you ever held any 1 

JfWiwr. I was connty commiswoner for a short time once ; and 1 have always voted 
the democratic ticket all my life. 

2esttoit. Do you coutiune your relations to that party the same ! 
eteer. To the democratic party I 

Question. Yes. 

Jnwesr. No, sir; 1 cannot say that I do. 

QuesUtya. When did you leave it T 

Ansu>er. I have not affiliated with that party or attended any of it^ club meetings, 
or auythin" of that sort, since the spring of 1869, though id the last election I voted 
the & -a at ticket. 

Qttest n H e you reason to believe that these clnbs are now in existence t 

A wa I onot say I have reason to believe it, except from common report. 

Questtoj What became of the clubs you youi'self organized I 
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jdnmoer. I do not know ; I have not been in those counties fc 
QaeBUon. Are there any in the county tfiat joa live iuf 
Answer. There were aeveral there last fall, so I was told : 1 1 
Qa^tion. You never went there after yon organized this 

Qaestiort. Have you ever gone bacic and claimed membership in the county wheie 
Uiis one originated f 

A«sv>er. No, sir ; I do n6t knovr that that is ii 

Qucilion. Tnese olnba were formed in each c 
club in the State 7 

AnsTcer. No, sir ; the organization was not complete when I was connected with it. 

QHtslion' Bo yoo know whether it has been completed sicco f 

Anawa: Ho, sir, I do not, except from hearsay. 

QuestUm. Were the memberB referred to in that connty the names signed here f 

Answer. No, sir; that was only one club. 

Qaenlion. How many were there in that county T 

Ansmer. I do not recollect, but I think there were abont a half a dozen in the county ; 
I am not positive about that. 

Qaealion. When were you summoned before this committee t 

AMwer. Day before yesterday, 

Queafiott. By whom f 

Anstiier. I think that Doctor Johnson served the subpcen^ on me. 

Question. To whom did you state your knowledge of^this democratic club T 

AMStver. I think I told him something about it ; my reeoUectiou is that I told him 
something abont it. 

Qumlwn. Told whom I 

Ansmer. Doctor Johnson. 

Qaeetiw. Who is he f 

Answer, E. 0. Johnson, State senator from Columbia County. 

Qaesium. You were connected with the Florida Courier as traveling agent t 

Answer. I waa. 

Question. Wbat are the politics of that paper T 

Answer. Democratic. 

Question. You are not connected with it now T 

Answer, No, air. 

Question. In whose hand-writinc is this pamphlet or book t 

Ansteer, I cannot tell; 1 do not know ; I do not recollect. 

Question, You wrote thai conatitntion out in other books when you formed other 
clubs under it J 

Answer. I did not write it ftnt myself; I had a clerk to write it: it was copied from 
this book. [Looking at the book.] I think P. H. Yonng wrote this. 

Qaestion, Who is he? 

Answer. He is a lawyer in Gainesville, Alachna County. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Have I understood you coiTectly as saying that a part of the secret service 
obUgtktlou was to go to any p^ace and remove any ol^tacle in the way of tbe success of 
the democratic party f 
, Answer. That is my recollection of it,. 

Question, You spoke of a negro having been hung in Alachua County ; whaf was the 
information you received in legard to his hanging ! 

AnsiDer. Asto'wholiungblmf 

QaesUon. Yes, and what he was hung for. 

Answer, I have no idea who the parties were who were engaged in it — that is, their 
names. 1 do not know any more than you do who these secret service men are. I was 
told by several parties down there that it was done by this committee. 

Question. The secret service committee? 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Queslion. Were you told by men who were members of tbe order? 

Answer. They were members of the democratic club. 

QaesHon, But who they were who did it, or whether any order waa issued, you do 
not know? 

Answer. No, sir, 

ByMr, Bayaub: 

Question. When was that hanging in Alachua County t 

.^iisitier. I tliink it was in last December ; it was last winter some time. 
By the CHAIR.MAN : 

Question. I believe yon have told us what was the object of this secret service com- 
mittee as explained to you ? 
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Answer. I have. 

Qa<«iio». Howroany of these clubs Tvere there in Alachua County? 

Anewer. I am nut positive ; I tfiiuk, though, there were about a balf a dozen of tliem. 

Question. How many clubs in each county t 

jiwiiw. I do not know. 

Question. Did they hove a name for each club ? 

A}i»wer, Tea, sir, I think they did ; yon see the by-laws provide for that. 

QiKsHon. You say they were there ia Columbia County last tall f 

AxsKer. Yes, sii, I wa» told, so ; Ididnotvisit them at all; I had nothing to do with 
their clubs. 

QueitUm. I see this constitution contemplates signs and pass-words ; what were the 
signs f 

Anttcer. I do not recollect ; It has been so long, and I have paid so little att«iLtiou to 
it since, that I could not repeat them. 

Question. I infer from reading this constitution that the signs were liable to be 
changed t 

Anatcei: I think it was just being organized here at that time. 

Quteiion. How long had it been in existence before you joined it f 

Ansicer. 1 wan one of the first who signed the constitution. 

Question. Was this one of the first clal>s f 

Answer. I think this was the first club in that county. 

Qaeationj Do you know in what part of the State it originated? 

AiMvier. I do not. 

Queeti&ii. Or where the constitution was derived from ! 

Answer. No, sir. 



E. H. STRINGFELLOW sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Qaestiah. State your ^e, where yon were born, where you now live, and what is your 
occupation. 

Auiii-ei: I am thirty-six years old. I was bom in Chester, South- Carolina, and I now- 
live between twenty and twenty-five miles from Lake City, in Columbia County, in 
this State. I am a rarmer by occupation. 

Question. Have yon had any organization of people in your county that are com- 
monly called Ku-Klnxt 

Ansicer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question. Have you any reliable information of any snoh organization anywhere in 
the county t 

Ansicer. I have heard of some whipping that was done in the country that I suppose 
would be claimed to have been done by an organization of that kind, though whether 
it was or not I cannot say positively. 

QuesUim, How many persons have yon known to be whipped t 

Amwer. I have beard of two cases, though 1 am not sure that' but one of them was 



Question. How long since he was whipped T 

Angwer. I think it was last year; lamnotsnre^ I have forgotteh the exact time, but 
if it was not last year, it was the early part of this year. I think it was last fall. 

Question. You spoke of another oaae about which you are not certuiii. Who washeT 

Ansicer. He was a colored man. He denies having been whipped. 

Question. What IshisnauieT 

Answer. I have foi^otten his name. I can tell where he lives ; he lives about twenty 
niiles from Lake City. 

Question. How did you get the impression that he bad been whippedt 

Answer. It was a mmorl heard in the country. 

Qaeition. Do yonknow Forson? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never Lave seen him ; I live in the extreme southern part of the 
county, and never have had any business over in the part where he lives, and never 
'javeseen him. 

Question. Have you been at elections in that county t 

Answer. I have been at two elections in Florida. 

^aestion. Where? 

Ansteer. Both at Lake City. The first was when the military were here, when Jndge 
Knight ran for the 8tat« senate, I beheve. The second was last fell, when Mr. John- 
Hon ran for the senate. 
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Question. When dkl you first hear of these people that they call Kn-Klux ! 
An»wer. I have been hearing of thorn for two or three years ; I have forgotten when I 
did first hear of them; it hasTteon two years ago. 
QaeaUoa. What are thej uuderstood to he for 1 
Answer. That is a thing I never conld learn ; I never found out ; I never heard :iny 

QiKelioit. I believe you do not go out after night ? 

Ansieer. No, air ; I never go oat after uiglit, unless I have some one to lead me, ex- 
cept right aronnd my place. 

Qaestion. Of course, jou never would see themT 

Anmca: No, sir ; I cannot see after night at all. 

QaesUoa. You have never been disturbed yourself t 

Jlnstcei'. Not in the least. 

Qaesiion. You have stated the euhatance of what yon know ! 

Jfnsmei'. Yes, air; I do not remember any other whipping except the two casea I 
spoke o£ 

Qa^stion. Have yoo. heard of any people being killed in the county t 

Jnsttier. Yes, sir, one. 

Question. Who was thatt 

Answer. Jim Green. 

Qaestiott. Was he a white man or a colored man f 

Answer. He was a colored man. 

Question. Was that in your neighborhood ! 

Answer. It was several miles above me, some fifteen or sixteen miles. 

Question. When was he liilled T 

Answer. That was two or three yeaia ago; it was in ISfiS or 18S9; it must have been 
over two years ago, fbr they had it up in court there two years ago. 



jACKSOKVEtl,E, FLORIDA, November 13, 1871, 

CHAELES H. PEARCE (colored) sworn and examined. 
B; the Chairman : 

Qufstion. Stat« your age, where yon were born, -where you now hve, and what official 
position, if any, you occupy. 

Answer. I am in my fifty-first year; I was bom on the eastern shore of Maryland, 
and I now reside in Tallahassee, in this State. I am a minister of the African Methodist 
church near there, and a senator from that district in the State legislatnre. 

Question. How long have jou been in Florida t 

Answer. Six years, this felL 

Qiiestioa. Did you come here directly lirom Maryland T 

Answer. No, sir ; 1 came from Canada here. 

Question. How long have you been connected with the African Methodist Chnrch ! 

Answer. I have been cooue»ted with that Church thirty-eight years last June. 

QaesUoa. How Jong have yon been connected with it in this State f 

Amieer. I was always a member of that Church. I went to Canada as amissionaj-yi 
and I came here to this State, six yeara ago, aa a missionary of that same branch of the 
Church. 

Question. Daring that time, have you had an opportunity to become acquainted with 
your people throughout the State ! 

Artsmer. I have, pretty estonaivcly ; my business has brought me in connection with 
pretty near all our people through the Stat«. 

Qaesliim. Our object is to ascertain how far the laws have proved in fact adequate 
for the protection of person and property in this State. I wish you would give any 
facts bearing upon that subject, especially in connection with your own people. 

Answer. ^ far as laws are concerned, the laws of this State are as good as any man 
can ask, bat I am sorry to sa^ they have not been carried out in many instances ; onr 
people have had very little, it any, protection where these outrages exist. 

Question. What instance can you give of failnte to protect them from violence, or to 
redress their wronga, when injured T 

Answer. I think. the best evidence I can give is^the govemor'a own words. We hnd 
a convention last June of the ministers of thie State; the governor waa invited ro 
attend, and we asked him in reference to the protection of the people ot Jackson 
County, andother counties, where outrages were prevalent. He stated to us that Ins 
aims were paralyzed ; that there waa not power enough in the government to protect 
the Iflyal people of the counties where outrages existed. I have here in a pamphlet 
a resolution -which grew out of the statement which he made. 
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Tlie following are extracts from the poTilislied proceedings of thect 
isters and laymen of the Afrioaa Methodist Episcopal Churcli iu FLorida : 

",Rev. C. H. Pearce offereil tlie following ; 

" BeBOhed, That we, the ministers and laymen of the Afiican Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in convention assembled, *eeply deplore the troubles of onr peoplH in West 
Florida and other parts of the State, and hope that the time is not far distant when 
peace and good order shall prevail all over onr land ; and 

" Besotved, That prayer shall be made without coasiug for thein. 



" On motion. Governor Reed was requested to address the couvention, which he did 
at length. Alter which Eider C. H. Ptlaroe offered the following : 

" Whereas the governor of the State of Florida has said that he conld not protect 
the people of Jackson County : Therefore, 

"fieso!i!e(i,Thatitia the deliberate opinion of this eouvention that the colored people 
shonld move out o* Jackson County forthwith, 

" BeaolcedfiiHher, That we pledge ourselves to do all we can to secure them homes 
elsewhere," 

These resolutions were adopted, and the last I have read grew oat of the statement 
which the goyemor made. 

Qnesiion. what troubles are referred to here, and what injuries have been inflicted 
that reqniro redress 1 

Answer. Our people were being shot everywhere ; wherever a man would come 
out promiueutly aud take a decided stand, he was shot down. Men in that section of . 
the country were not men at aU, for they could not express tUeir opinions perfeoljy, or 
if they did, they knew what would be tlie result. 

Question. Do you refer t« their opinions upon rehgious subjects or upon political sub- 
jects ? 

Anaaer, On political subjects. 

Question. How many such instances have come within your knowledge, and where 
did they occur* 

Answa: I cannot state exactly how many — quite a' number of them, the most of 
them in Jackson County. Others occurred iu La Fayette, Taylor, Hamilton, and Colum- 
bia Counties. I have a letter now which I received from one of our ministers, a few 
days ago, stating that he had to abandon bis school, (he was teaching in the country,) 
because of some threats that had been made ; he bad to abandon his school, and come 
into town. 

Qaeetion. In what coanty was that f 

Answer, Columbia County. 

QoBstwu. Have you communication with other clergymen of jour Church t 

AiisKer. Yes, sir. 

^uestioa. Do you get information from them! 

Answei; Almost daily. 

Qufstjon. What is the character of that inforlnation T 

Answer, It is in regard to the condition of things, the commission of outrages, &c. ; 
not ep much recently as in the early part of the year. I have, I suppose, some forty or 
flfl>y letters that I cannot exhibit, beeaise there are someiirivate matters in them, and 
then the persons writing them charged me particularly hot to make their names public, 
for as soon as that was done, they would be no more. I have quite a number of 
those letters. Rumors are coming in continually of the outrages committed there. 

Quealioti. What is the character of the outrages ; what form do they take ! 

Answer. It is rather a political form, all the way through ; the whole persecution, I 
think, is upon political grounds. 

Question. So iar as yon know, or have infurmatiou that you rely upon, who are tho 
pasties en^ged in committing these outrages T 

^MSMwr. They do not give names jjarticuKirly ; I do not know the parties engaged in 

^eation. Yon can tell whether they are white or black, whether they belong to one 
political party or tho other ? 
Answer. 0, they are whites, and are supposed to be democrats ; iu fact, they are dem- 

QHesiion. To what political party do their victims belong who are made to suffer I 

Answer. They are invariably republicans ; we have nothing else here of any account 
among tho colored people. 

Qaeation. So far aayou know, in what way have they been mistreated; what has been 
done to them t 

Ansicer. They have been threatened and whipped, and driven off their places. Ibnow 
a number of men who had comfortable homes, who were taken out and whipped ,and 
had to abandon their homes. Some were shot and some were killed. Oncof^heir 
objects in writing to me was to get me to see the governoi;and inform him in reference 
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to their troubles, aod see if some means could not be (ievised by which they coiiJcl bo 
protected. I liavu epoken to the goveiiior a great many times about it. He has al- 
waya expreased a nillluguesa to do, but at the same time be has stated that be was not 
able to give them the protection that they wanted, and. the protection that be was 
aware they stwd in need o£ 

QiieHum. Haa he any militia that he can call to his aid T 

Answer. He might have; be could get a militia force, I thiuk ; he has uqf now any 
militia that he could call to his BBsiBtanco. 
Qaesiioii. He never haa called out the mUitia T 
Ansvier, He never has yet. 

QiifMon. Do you know anything about au attempt to procure arms for the defense 
of the State f 
Answer. On the part of .Governor Reed T 
Question. Yes. 

Ansmer. Well, yes, sir; soon after the inaagnratioii of this government, he got a nun*--' 
her of arms, and had tJiem shipped to Tallahassee; part of them were destroyed. 
Qaeatioii. Where were they destroyed I 

AiiewBr. I think it waa somewhere along between !Lake City and Madison. 
Question. Do you know bow they were destroyed, or by whom f 

Anmcer. I do not know by whom they were destroyed, but they were thrown off the 
train, and some were broken up, and a great many carried off. 

Question. State whether you have reason to believe thatthere is a sceret organization 
in this State out of which these acts of violence grow ; and, if so, give jour reason frir 
that opinion. 

An^Kter. It is my opinion that there is snch an organization. I know nothing of it 
personally, bnt from the rumors of outrages that are daily going on, or that were going 
on in tlie State, I have reason to believe there was an organization. Infitct, if there had 
not been an organization, aud if some of the best citizens had not been in some way 
implicated in it, my opinion is that they could have pnt it down long ago. But from 
the liict that they nave been allowed to go on, and none of them have been brou^t to 
justice, it seems to me that there must be an organization somewhere. 

Question. Has there been any atterngt on the part of what you call the best citizens, 
to suppress this violence and bring the offenders to justice I 

Attsictir. I do not know of any. I had a long talk with Judge Bnsh, of Marianna ; I 
told him that, in my opinion, he waseqnally guilty with these doBporaidoes ; I told him 
that was my opinion and I gave him my reiraons for that opinion ; that is, that be was 
the leader of the people and an old citizen there, and if be was to frown upon these 
outrages a stop would very soon be put to them. That was my opinion, and it is my 
opinion ynt. 
QaesUan. What did he say in response to that ! 
Answer. Of course he disclaimed any connection with them. 

Question. Did he attempt to give any reason why these acts of violence were com- 
mitted! 

Answer. He seemed to think that they were committed by men from other States, a 
low class of men from Georgia and Alabama who eaoie in there, not citizens from Jack- 
son County. 

Qu^siioa. Did bo esplain,how men from other States, strangers there, would come in 
and pick out the republicans without somebody to point them out to them ! 
Answer. No, sir ; he did not explain that. 

Question, Bat ho thought they wore people who came from Georgia and Alabama! 
AnsKer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon spoke about your people being driven off from their lands. Do jou 
mean lands that they own, or lands that they rented ? 
Answer. Lands that they owned — their homesteads. 

Question, Have they been attempting to become iaud-owners in this State ! 
Ansvi^, Yes, sir. 

Question. What is tbo feeling on the part of tile former land-owners upon the subject 
of allowing colored people to have lands of their own t 

JnsMW. In those large counties they talk very favorably ; they say that every man 
— '"■ ^o have a home. But in the small and sparsely settled counties they are very 



n fact, we have no trouble at aU in those large coun- 
ties'. We have no troufcle in a county like Leon; we are just as secure there as in tho 
State of Massachusetts. It is in the other sparsely settled counties, away off from civ- 
ilization, as I may say, where we have the most trouble. 

Question. Leon County is the county in which Tallahassee, the capital of the State, is 
located! 

Ansieer. Yea, sir. 

Question. You Bay your people are fairly protected in that county ! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we get along very well. 
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Qaeslion. Do they liavo any trouUe in getting homes if they have the means of pro- 
caring tbem } 

Anstcer, They canuot get homes very well ; the lands are owned by largo land- 
ownera, who are unwilling to Bell their lands. There is no Government or State laud 
of any account in Leon County ; tho landa are all taken up liy the large land-hoMerB. 
Qu^tion. They are unwilling to sell ! 
Aaamer. J[ea, eir. 

CuealioiiT So far as yon know, what is the feeling on the subject of the education of 
your people T 

Answer. So iiir as I know, it is very good in Leon County, except in the upper part 
of the eonnty. We seut a teacher to teach the colored school in the upper part of Leon 
County, next to Georgia/ and they ran him off, and would not let him teach the school. 
QaeiHim. Who was the teacher f 

Answer. He was a. man from the island of Naasan originally, by the name of Butler. 
Question. Was he a colored maq or a white man ! 
Answer, He was a white man. 

QuestUya. What objection had they to his teaching? 

Annwer. The only objection that they could have was, thathe was teaching a colored 
school; he had to leave. 

QuesUon. Have any of your schools been broken up by the burning of the school- 
houses, or in any other way T 
Anawer. Hot in that county. 
QiteslUnt. How has it been in other counties ! 

Armeer. In other counties there has been something of that kind, bat not lately. 
QwiMtian. What is the feeling in the conoties of Jackson, Hamilton, Coiuuibia, and 
other counties in reference to education ! 

Ansmer. So far as I have been able to leam, the feeling is against the education of 
colored ohUdren. 

Question. From your information, in which of those counties bas the greatest number 
of acts of violence been committedT 
At^wer. In Jackson County. 

^Mesiton. How many of your people do you suppose have been either killed or other- 
wise maltreated in that county f 

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot tell exactly. If I was at home, or had charged my mind 
particnlarly with it, I might tell. There has been quite a large number. 
Qae»ti(m. Ten would be a very large number t 

Answer. It is more than teu; it is more than twenty ; it is more than thirty. 
QaesHiyn. Some witnesses b^ore na Lave estimated the number as high as seventy- 
ftve or eighty, white and colored. 
Aniwer. Well, I should not wonder if that was correct ; I have no doubt it is cor- 

Question, The number has been very great t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qveslioa. Do you know a gentlemaa by the name of Doctor Kreminger T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was tho senator &om the counties of La Fayette and Taylor. 

QuesUon. Where did he live ? 

Answer. He lived in a place called New Troy. 

Question. lu what county is that I 

Answer. I think that is iu Taylor County. 

Question. State what befel him. 

Answo'. He was shot and killed. 

Questum. Where, and when, and by whom I 

Answer. He was killed on his piazza ; I-do not exactly remember the date when ho 
was killed, but it was not long since. 

Qatstioiu During this present year T 

Answer. Yes, sir; this fall. I received a letter from him about two weeks before he 
was shot, stating that his life was in danger, and that he had some notion of coming 
up to Tallahassee and staying there. The nest tiling I heard of him, be had been shot 
and killed. 

Question. Have you that letter T 

Answer. Hot with me ; I did not bring any letters with me, for I did not know what 
would be required of me here, but I have his letter at home. 

Question. Have you given the substance of his letter, or did it relate to other things 
besides 1 

Ansioer. Ihave given thesuhstanceof it. 

Question. If yoa have no objection to coramuuicatiug that letter to the reporter, I 
would be glad to incorporate it in your testimony. 

Answer. He simply st-atcd to me in his letter that his life was in danger in that place. 
We had talked about it a great many times ; he was an intimate friend of mine. Ho 
wrote me in his letter that his life was in danger ; iu fact, he wrote that his life was iu 
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bis hands ; that is the-^ay lie expressed it, and thi 
haasee and at^y awhilo uutil, to use his own expression, t 
thut is about tbc substance of it. 

Queation. Did ho state from what sonrco he apprehended danger I 

Ansaer. He did not, except that he said the democrats were liostile to him. 

Quealion. You have spoken of an orj;anization which, in your opiuioo, exists in thia 
State ; what is the popular name of that organization t 

AtUKCs: We call it the Kn-Klox organization. 

^ufsfion. Was that the organization that Doctor Kreminger apprehended danger 

Anatoer. Yea, sir. 

QueitioH. How long before he was killed was this letter written to you T 

Anncer, About two weeks. 

Queaiiim. Was he killed in the day-time or night-time ! 

Attstee: He waa killed early in the morning. 

QuestU>«. You say he was a member of the legislature! 

Answer. Hehasboenamemberof thelegielature, but was defeated for re-election last 
fall. I think the bad feeling agaiast him grew out of that ^contest last fetll. Ho so 
stated to me several times. 

Qv-eatUm. Have there been any threats made to intimidate colored people from ex- 
ercising their political rights aa v^iters ? 

Answer. There have b^n. 

QuestJoM. Of what character ! 

Answer. Threats of violence, &q. Quite a number were arrested in Gadsden County 
and brought down last year and tried before the United States court, and some from 
Columbia Connty. In Jackson County they had everything all their own way. 

Question. Have you ever seen any of what are called Ku-Klux notices? 

Answer. I have never had any served on me personally, but I have seen some that 
were sent to Mr. Gihbs, threatening him, the governor, and myself. 

Qvestion. Who is Mr. Gihbs I 

Ansteer, He is the secretary of state ; hut they have never favored me with any anth 

By Mr. Bayard ; 

QuesUon. You came to this State six years ago I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaettwa. At the close of the warT 

Answer.' Immediately afterward. 

Question. From Canadat 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaeaHon. As a missionary of your Church 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you hold any office in tliia State T 

'■■" T am a senator in the State legislature. 

When were yon elected? 

'. was re-elected laat fall. 

in 1865 ! 



Answer. 

Answer. 

Qaeslion. 

Answer. 

Qvssiioa. 

Answer. 1 

Quettum. 

Answer. ' 

Question. 

Answer, 

Qassliot 

Answer. 

QuesUoj 

Answer. 

QuMtion. 

Answer. 

Qitestimi. 

Answer. '. 

Question. 

Question. 



s your first political employment here ! 
nerl. in tbe flvat placo, to the constitutional convention. 
1 the constitutional ci 



Yes, sir. 
What n 



In what year was that t 
In the year 1868, I think. 
Tou assisted in Naming the conatitution of this St-ate T 

And then you were elected to the State senate 1 



Yea, a 

What district did you represent ! 
The eighth district. 
. What county t 
Leen County. 

That is the connty in which Tallahassee is I 

Yon have Iteen re-elected to the State senate 1 

iree,sir; lastfalL 

What is the total vote in your county t 

lur vote there ia a little over three thousand, 
m. Do you mean by " our vote " the colored vote 1 
■. The republican vote. 
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Question. What is tho opposite vote 7 

Aitswer. I do not know exactly what it is , it fl.uotmte>" , it is very small. 

QuesffoK. How many do yon outnumber tnenj relativeiy , liow many to one ? 

Aiuu>e); We outnumber tiiem nearly four to one 

QweeHon. Then yon always have an easy victory at the polls f 

Jjnsuw. Yob, sir. 

QiMstion. At this time, who are the representatives in tlio lower honse ! 

Ansiuer. Nonh Graham, JoW Wallace, and John Wyatt. 

QuesUon. Who aie colored and who are white^ 

Aiisurer. They are all colored. 

Qaestio-a. The capital of the State is at Tallahassee f 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

QiKsiwn. Does the governor reside there ? 

Anmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You spoke of Mr. Gibha, the secretary of state ; is he a colored man ? 

Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

Quealion. I observe in this report of the proceedings of your convention which you 
have produced here the name of Rev. Robert Meacham ; is that Mr. Meachani the 
senator from the adjoining district? 

J,«»ioer. Yes, sir. 

QwesUon. The same one who has lieen before this committee ! 

Ansteer. Yes, air. 

Qae8tU>n. Is he a clergyman ? 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Qaesiion. An ordained minister of the Gospel 3 

Answer. Yea, air. 

Question. Are all the names here of members of that convention the names of cler- 
gymen I 

Answer. There are some laymen; tho convention was composed of clergyineu aud 
laymen} 

Queeiion. I judge from the fact that you and Mr. Meacham are in the State aonate 
that the clergymen of your ehuxch very frec[ueutly hold political ofBcea! 

Ansieer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that a common thing ? 

Anmcer. In this State. 

QuesUon. Are yon a bishop f 

Answer. No, sir, my rank is that of an elder ; they call me bishop sometimes. 

Question. Are you commonly known by your neople as Bishop Pcarce 1 

Antwef. Yes, air ; they gave me that name whea I first came down here, and almost 
every person now calla me that ; bwt that is not my title. 

Qaestiori. Of the colored meu in the legislature of the State, and in the coustitutional 
oonventiou, were a minority miniatera of the Gospel T 

Qmslioa. A great many of them were not ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeaiion. Is Mr. Gihbs, the secretary of state, a dergjmanf 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. Mr. Meacham, of the senate, is a clergyman f 

Aiuwm: Yea, sir. 

Quest.ott. Yon are a clergyman 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestvm.- 1 observe that among the resolutions you adopted in that convention was 

" Mesolvea, That politically onr sympathies are with the republican party." 

That was tho nnanimona declaration of your convention ? 

Ansxver. Tea, su'. 

Question. Is it eo with your people ? 

Anmoer. Yea, sir ; they are a unit ao far as that is concerned. 

Que«^on. Here ia another resolution : 

" BesoVved,, That onr social sympathies are warmly towards those who help ns in ma- 
terial and mental aggrandizement, by aifordiug os willingly opportunities for the 
acquisition of this wond's goods and of mental culture ; and that oiir patronage right- 
fully belongs only t« those who patronize ns as far as occurs in the ordinary course of 
£iit bnsinera. " 

AiimBer. That seems true. 

Qa,eelion. Then follow these resolutions : 

" Resolved, That those steamers, railroad companies,- merohantSj and others who treat 
our people so disgracefully from sheer hatred, malice, and prejudice, are not worthy of 
our support, only as serves the interests of our people, and our people as mnch as pos- 
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Bible should be advised to ship tlieir produce, &e., and make their purchases by and 
from those who treat them faiiest. 

" Besolved, That those newspapers which caricature us and allow us to be caricatured 
in their columns, and advertise ns so liberally gratis, and those which are so ready to 
publish little differences among ourselves, which are often furnished by sueakJhg indi- 
viduals in order to get up and foster wrangUngs among ourselves, should be beauti- 
fully let alone, and our people be advised coustautly not to subscribe to them." 

Those were the resolutiouB of your convention, and adopted unanimoualy T 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Qv^ticia. And such you hold to be the doctrines of your race throughout the State t 

jiisttei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. In this way you associate your political creed with your religious duties 
and action in this State f 

Answer. It is impossible to separate them here. A man in this State cannot do his 
whole duty as a minister except he looks out for the political interests of his people. 
They are like a ship out at sea, and they must have somebody to guide them ; and it is 
natui'al that they shoaldget their best informed men to lead them. 

QaeaUon. Your people throughout the State are bound together as a unit, politically T 

Answer. We may find one or two prodigals. 

Question. So yon deem them T 

AnaKer. Yes, sir; some who have wandered flxim the fold. But the probability is 
that they wiU all come back. 

Question. There are not many of them to como back. 

Anstcei: Very few. 

Question. There wijl be found means to bring them back. I observe a report, made 
by Mr, O^food, on industrial and political interests ; and I observe other reports here. 
Were they adopted unanimously* 

Antrcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. 1 observe Report A is as follows : 

"[Repokt a.] 
" Indiislrial and pnlitical interests. 

" Your committee on the industrial and political interests of our people respeotfully 
report as follows : 

"Whereas labor is the basis of all wealth, and wealth is an absolute necessity of 
uivilized society, and a peaceful condition of society, tlie security of life aud property, 
a jealous regard for the rights of hil>or, are among the imperative duties of a well 
ordered govetument; 

" BesoUed bg the conmittion of miniaiers and laymen of the African Metkodiat Episeopat 
Chureh in J'loriAi, That we congratulate our people upon the rapid progress they have 
mad^ ]q the past sis years, and upon the increase of mixed industry, homesteads, and 
smsdl farms in opposition to the ruinous plantation system, and consider those, to> 
gether with the increase of school-hooses and churches, and also the deposit of near 
three millions of dollars in the savings-banks, as a greater pledge of our progress to 
the ftiends of freedom throughout the world than can be found in the history of any 
people who sprang from as lowiy a condition as ourselves ; and we proudly point to 
these facts as a refutation of the slanders by our naturaj-boru enemies, the demo- 
crats, that the &ecdmen do not work. 

"A. B. OSGOOD, Cha^-aan." 

That was adopted by your convention? 

Anevjer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It ooutainB your own sentiments on the subjeott 

Jiiswei'. Yes, sir. 

Qiteation. A report was made by yourself, as chairman of the committee on immigra- 
tion. You state as follows in that report : 

" Your coQimittee also beg leave to report that vfe have learned that there are many 
thousands of acres of laud belonging to the United States Goverameut subject to 
entry under the homestead law of Congress at oniy the necessary cost of entry fees. 
Couipluints are often heard that tho Government does not fulfill the maiy promises 
maile by its friends in the earlier days of the rceonstruction, of giving away laud to 
our people. These eamplaints are nnibunded aiid foolish. There are fourteen millions 
of acres of Government land in this State, which the Government is willing, almost 
anxious, for out people to take np, make homes upon, aud improve." 

And you then go on aud dosoribe the land. That is all true, to jour belief T 

Anawer. Yes, sir. 

Qv^tlon. And it was adopted by the convention to go forth to the people t 
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Atttieer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You nay it is impossible to separate yonr religious and political instructioiiB, 
and therefore they are combined rejjular] j to your people t 

Amwcr, Yes, sic; that is necessanly the case. 

Quotum. You spoke of a Doctor Kremiager, who you state had been murdered t 

Answa: Yes, sir. 

Qaegtion, In what county was that t 

Answer. I think it was in Taylor County; it was either iu Lafayette County or 
Taylor County, 

yuesfioB. That was during the present year ! 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

QaestUyn. Who was tke man who killed him I 

AnsiKer. 1 do not know. 

©Msfion. You said a person had been indicted for that crime t 

Ansuter. I understood that an iudiotmeut wasfouodagainstamaawhowassapposeil 
to have committed the murder. 

QaesU^m, He has been indicted by the grand jury t 

Ansvter. So I understood. 

Question. Do you know whether he has been arrested T 

Ansteer, I do not. 

QnesUon. Yon do not know who he is f 

Anmver. Ho, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether he is black or whiteT 

AnwBer. He is a white man. 

Question, You know that he is a white man T 

Ansaer. I do not know it ; I was informed that ho was a white man. 

Qaeatiim. That is all you know of him, and yoa do not know his name or anything 
about him ! 

Ansiner. No, sir. 

Question. Was Doctor Kreminger a white or a colored man ! 

Answer. A white man, 

Qii^tioH, Yon were asked in regard to the power of the governor to r^se a militia. 
Have yon under your laws a'militia^ystem 1 

Answer. We have. 

Question. Does not your constitution provide for it 1 

Angaer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have laws for the organization of a system of militia in your Statet 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qvestioti. It is therefore within the power of the State officials to organize that sys- 
tem into active operation if they desire to do so ! 

Antuier. Yes, sir ; it ia in their power. 

Question, Among your people, have you societies known aa Union Leagues t 

AnsKer. Ym, sir. 

Question. How long have they been in existence 1 

Amwer. For some time. 

Question. Be a little more specific 

Answer, WeU, I do not know exactly how long ; ever since the inauguration of this 
government, 

Question. For the last three or four years ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Queelion. Are those Leagues local associationst 

A7i«wer. Not exactly. 

Question, Describe to ns the system of the Leagaes, 

Atiswer, I do not know that I can describe it exactly. 

Question. Yoa are a member of the Le^ue, and have been at the head of them t 

Answer. No; I have had some connection with them. 

Question. You are a leading man among your people here 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; of course. 

Question. When they form within a circumscribed locality, within a connty, for in- 
stance, a society or club, is not that the beginning ! 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. Does that extend tbrongh the connty ? 

Answer. Not necessarily. 

Question. Do your local societies and Leagues come into a general League tlmjughont 
the State t 

Answer. Come into a general League f ' 

Question, The question is a very simple one, 

Ammer. I will answer any question I understand, 

Qwstion. I can do no more than put a question to a man who has answered as readily 
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aa yon have on other subjeote. Of course, if you decline to answer, I Lave nothing 

Answer. 1 do not decline to answer. 

QaeatiiyB. The question h»s been put to yon, and you can answer it. 

Avauia: I only want to have the question properly before niy mind, 

Qaeation. Have you a State orgaoiKation of tho Union League ! 

Angtuer. We have. 

Qne»tiiya. Wlio is the president of it? 

Atawer. The governor is president of it. 

Question. Has he been so for some time t 

AnsKee. Yes, sir. 

QaesRoti. That extends to county societies and local societies T 

AnsiBev. Yes, sir. 

QiKstiott. You have subdivisions thronehont the State, centering in a State society, 
of which the governor of the State ia the head; is that the fact? 

Amwer. It is only a society for the purpose of informing oar people in reference to 
the political movements of the day. 

Qiualion. I do not propose to ask you in regard to its objects at this time; I shaU do 
so shortly. I am astiug you about its esiatence. 

Ansteer. It does exist. 

Question. And the minor societies are merged in a State society, of which the gov- 
eiuor is the head T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QnMon. Are yonr people bound by oath at the time they become members of this 
organization ? 

Aiawer. Well, they pledge themselves to adhere to the rules of the organisation. 

(?u«»ii(tn. Are they not sworn in when they become members I 

AnsiDtr. Well, I suppose yon might call it swearing. 

Question. Are there any persona admitted to their counsels but those who are raem- 
bera? 

Answer. Ho, sir. 

Question. Does it not, aa a rule, embrace the colored population of the State ! 

Answer. Colored and white. 

QuestioT). I am speaking first of the colored population; we will come to the white 
presently. 

Ausmer. Yes, sir. 

QuestMin. Have yon a knowledge of the general condition of the League throughout 
the State } 

Answer. Well, I have not now. 

Qaestiim. How many white men in the Stat-e of Florida do you suppose are members 
of the Union League 1 

Ansteer. I cannot tell; I have no idea. 

Question. Are they many or few T 

Answer. Wo do not count noses, black or white; we take men. 

QitesHmi. I am asking you a fact; men are white o! 
some of them are pretty well mixed. How many m 
of this organization f 

Answer. 1 cannot tell. 

Question. How many white men in your eonutj vote the ropnblican ticket 1 

Answer. Well, I really oannot tell how many in my county voted tile republican 
ticket, or how many voted tho democratic ticket, at tho last election. 

©iKeJwMi. You can tell pretty well if any black man vot«s the democratic ticket — the 
prodigals, as you term them— and which you say are so few that they are aot worth 
counting ; the democratic pai'ty is composed of white roeu t 

Answer. The democrats had no ticket at the last election. 

Question. None at allt 

Ansieer. No, sir ; they took what was termed a sore-head republican and cried to put 

Qnestioa. Who was he T 
Answer. A man of the name of Page. 
Question. Was he a white man 1 
Answer. He was a colored man. 
QwaiioM. They ran him T 
Answer. Yes, air. 

Question.. How many voting places have you in Leon County T 
Answer. Wo have seven. 

Qucstiim. You spoke of the large counties of the State being generally safe and quiet 
for your people ! 
Answer. Yes, air. 
QHesticru. The smaller counties are wliere the disorders exist T 
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Answer. As a general thing, all these crimes have been committed in the smaller 
countiea, except in the case of Jackson Connty. 

QaesHmi. Jaokaon County seems to be the chief seat of the disorder ! 

^nsMier. It is. There is where Satan has his seat ; bo roigns in Jackson County, 

Quetlttlti. How long has that heen bo f 

A«awer. For two or tbree years, and perhaps longer. 

Qiiesticn. Who are now the represontatiyes of that county in the legialatare I 

Aniwef. J forget their names. 

Qaealion. Who is the senator from that connty J 

Angn^er. Mi^or Fnrman. 

QaeeHon. He was a, Bureau agent 7 

imsmei-. Yes, sir. 

QiitsUmi. Wio are the members of the lower house J 

Answer. I forget their names. 

Queatioa. How many are they I 

Anatcer. Two. 

Question. Are they white or colored? 

^?iBMiq'. There is only one colored man, and there are two white men ; one of tbo 
white men was elected by the repnblicans, and they expected htm of course to stand 
up to republican principles. During the legislature some question came up iu which 
tepnblicans were particularly interested 

QsestUm. As a party J 

Answer. Yes, sir; and he was afraid to vote with us, and finally resigned aud went 
home. He told mo he could not stay there except that be Tot«d with tbo democrats, 
for if he voted with the republicans and went home he would not live long after ho 
got tbero. He finally resigned iu tbo middle of tbe session and went home. 

Qaeatian. How mshy votes do the colored people give in that county; more than the 
wlute people t 

Answer. I was told by Mr, Hall, who took the census, that they outnumbered them 

Question. And therefore tbey are represented by men elected by tbe majority I 

Antteer. Yes, air. 

Qu£stioa. The representatives are all republicans from that county t 

Answer. No, sir ; there was one democrat. 

Qttsstion. How washecboseut 

Answer. By the people. 

Qmstion. With five to one against him! Who ran against him? 

Answer. A man by tbe name of Jesse Bohinson. 

Question. Was he a colored mau t 

Answer. Yes, air. 

(iaestian. Did you know him T 

Answer. I tbink the democrat had one majority. 

Question. This white man must have been elected by votes of your people! 

Anetner. Yes, sir ; he claims so. 

QuesltAi. Is your race in tbe m^ority throughout the State ! 

Answer. No, sir ; I think not. 

, QMStion. How do yon stand ? 

Answer. Pretty nearly even. 

Question. As many blacks as there are whites T 

Answer. Very nearly ; there is very little difference any way. 

By the Chaibmah: 

Qvmtvm. I understand yon to say that, aa a general thing, if not a uuiversal rule, 
your people are republicans, and go with the republican party t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why is that! 

Ansmer. Because they tbink it is no more than right that they should favor the party 
that favored tbem. Tbej look upon tboir liberty as the greatest privilege that could 
nave been granted to them, imd they think that privilege was brought about through 
the instrumentality of the republican party. Hence it isuo more than uatural to sup- 
pose that they would atand by that party and support it. 

Qaestioit. Hoy do tboy regard the democratic party in its relations to them ! 

Ansmer. They regard the democratic party as hostile to them; that is the general 
feeling. 

QuesHon. Reference has been made to some reaolntJons that were adopted by your 
convention of ministers. In one of the resolutions which baa been read you spote of 
having; no intercourse, no correspondence, no buaineaa relatioi» witb certain parties. 
Why la tliat ; because of tboir opinions, or because of their treatment of yoQr people ! 

Aniioer. Both ; because of their opinions, and in many cases because of their treat- 
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Quealioa. Suppose that men treated juu fairly anil justly, and accorded tu you your 
riclits as yoa conceived you sbould Lave them, nliat would bo the coixespoudiugacCioa 
ofyuur people toward theui, irrespective of any opiuions tliey uiiglit eutertaiu, either 
coacemiug politics, religion, or anythiug elee 1 

Anetavr. If tliey svero to concede to oor people all their rights, and our people conld 
be oonvinoediof that fact ; if they could create ft confidence in our people inreganl to 
that fact, I think it would change the matter materially. 

(Jiieetioil. lu the personal intercourse of men, ono with another, have those eoiployers 
ivLo have dealt fairly and justly with their liands experieuced any trouble or incoo- 
Tenience, so far as you know T 

Answer. Not in a single instance that I know of. 

Question. Any troubles and difBcttltiea between the craployer aud employed that you 
may know of are fairly traceable to unjust treatment ! 

Anmeer. Yes, air. 

Question. Dishonest practices f 

Annaer. Yes, sir. 

QaeitiOH. Yon have been asked about the indictment of the party charged with kill- 
ing Doctor Kreminger; has there been any person pnnished by the law for the out- 
rages upon jour people that you referred to in the previous part of your testimony ? 

Anstcer. Not one; they stalk abroad in our hmd without being molested. 

Qaealion. Yon spoke of Mr, Gibbs, secretary of state. I wish you would look at an 
article in the paper 1 hand j-ou— the Lake City Herald^and tell ua whether he is the 
same person whose name is attached to that article. I do this for the purpose of 
getting on this record his estimate of Mr. Dickinson, aud also to iaqnire further 
whether you know Mr. Dickinson, and whether that is a fair and just estimate of his 
character as yon understood It. 

[The article is as fellows : 

"DICKINSON, THE MAETYK— A SUGGESTION. 

" Tallahassbe, Florida, October HO, 1871. 

"EditorLake City Herald; The UnitedStatesGovernmenthasassigned two places 
ill the Hall of Statuary to each State for two of its most distinguished citizens. I 
propose that the le^slature, at its nest session, take the proper steps to.fiO one of these 
places with a life-size statue of Hon. J. Q. Dickinson, the martyr, saint, hero, who was 
slain in the defense of the reconstruction lawa of Congress, April 3, 1871, in Marianua, 

" That Mr. Dickinson was a man of uDblemished character, fine culture, and schol- 
arly taste, a patriot and gentleman, none donlit who knew him, or had any bnsiness 
relation with him, that were capable of appreciating manhood, or had the slightest in- 
stinct of what constitutes a perfect gentleman. 

" There are many in this State who are ever ready to cherish and preserve the mem- 
ory of those whose unselfish devotion to jnstioe, trutJi, aud humanity has stamped its 
impress opon the laws, customs, and habits of this eventful period in the history of 
of American civilization; men wliohaveattestcd the sincerity <if their consecration to 
free government, to constitutional liberty, by their steadfast endurance of persecution 
in its meanest and most bitter form, and with, manly courage protested against the 
insults and indignities that have been inflicted upon a long-suffenng, harmless people ; 
and fiuall^, with their own life-blood, baptized anew those heaven-born prineifdes of 
truth and justice which esalt tho Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of mtui. 

" Snoh was J. Q. Dickinson. He has acted his part nohly in the grandest tragedy of 
modem times; and may the right legacy of his pure lite and patriotic devotion to 
liberty furnish us with Btronaer mcentives to work for the stability of law and order, 
equal government, and broader considerations of those eternal principles of truth and 
JQstico that underlie our daties as citizens, incite ns to a higher and loftier devotion 
for Iho progress and glorj of onr common country. 
"Yours, for even-handed justice, 

" JOHNATHAN C. GIBBS."J 

Anaicer. This is Mr. Gibbs's letter, and that is a fair and true estimate of the charac- 
ter of Mr. Dickinson, as I understand it. 
Qaeidion. You knew him? 
Answer. Yes, sir j he was a very eieellent man. I knew him as a personal acquaint- 

QuesHon. When was the election in Jackson County that resulted in the election of 
a democrat by one vote 1 

Atiewer. Last November. 

Qaesium, How did the Tote flien polled compi 

Answer. I really cannot say, but the repubfic 
not say exactly nhatthe number was, 
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Question. Was tlie vote on botli eiflea deereasodT 

Aiamer. No, sir; the votu on thu domocratic side was increased., and tlie vote oa the 
republican elde n as decreased. 

Qaeation. How much 1 

^HgN^er. I cannot give the decreaae exactly ; but the demoomtio vote was increoBed 
cousiderably , and the vote on the republican aide was decreased considerttbly. 

Qiiesiion. Was the increase on the democratic side as great as the decrease on the 
republican side f 

Anficer. No, sir ; not quite, 

QiMalion. wliat is the reason for the decrease of the republican vote in that county t 

Amaim; A great many have told me that they were afraid to go to the polls and 

Quention. What bad made them afraid t 

Answer. Threats and intimidation that if they voted and voted in a certain way, to 
nso their own vulgar expression there, they would put their light out. 

Question. What Was the gentleman's name who resigned bis seat in the legislature I 

Ansinef. I think his name was Bancroft. 

QaesHoTi. He told you that ho was a&aid to vote his sentiments in the legislatnre, for 
fear that his life would be imperiled if ho should do so f 

Answer. Yes, sir. I had a conversation with him several times; his seat was a^oin- 
iug mine, and he wanted to vote with us, but he said be was afraid. 

Question. Are any leading prominent members of the repnljlican party still living in 
Jackson Countj[ 1 

Ansicer. No, sir ; they have picked them all off; all the leading prominent republi- 
cans there haveeither been shot by some person or driven away. 

Qaeetinn, You have been asked in regard to the Union League, and I understand you 
ta say that Governor Reed is president of it in this State } 

Art»we): Yes, sir. 

Questimt. It is a republican organisation t 

An»iiier. Yes, sir. 

Qmstion. Its existence has never been denied T 

Answer. Ho, sir; not by those who belong to it, that I know of. 

Qaesttou. It is a matter that is open and known publicly in the community t 

Anamer. That such an organization exists, yes,. sir. 

Quealion, Of i^ourse there are no persons members of it unless they claim to be repnb- 

Ansmer. That is so. 

Qaeation. No otbera I suppose want to join it I 

Anaaer. No, sir; I suppose not. 

Question. Isupposeif any democrats desired to connect themselves with the repub- 
lican party there woald be no objection to it T 

Answer. Not a particle. 

Question. The more sou could get the better you wonld like it T 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think they wiU all conte home after awhile. The young democ- 
racy will certainly come home, but the old fossils will have to die out. The young 
meE who have a future beibre them I think are abont ready to give up the ship. 

Question. State whether you find among the younger men, the men of progress, the 
men whose outlook is in the future, many whose sentiments are softening down to- 
wards the colored people and the republicans. 

Angwer. Yes, sir ; I know a young man who is a democrat, a perfect gentleman — Mr. 
Henderson, a senator ArOm Hillsborough County ; he is frank to acknowledge that the 
old democracy has got them by the throat, and that they mnat get loose or die. He is 
a perfect gentleman in every respect ; a man that I respect very much. 

Question. Do you find a difference between the men who had what is called in polit-. 
ical phrase a record before the war and those who had not, who have come forward 
since the war T 

Awwer. Yes, sir ; a material difference. 



Jacksonville, Flokida, Kovember 13, 1871. 
REBECCA U. KREMINGER sworn and exammed. 

By the Chairman 
Quealioa. Please state yout age, where you were bom, and where you now reside. 
Answer. I am forty-one years old. I was born in Darlinaton district. South Carolina, 
and I now reside in New Troy, I^afayette County, in this State. 
Queitioa. Are yon the widow of the late Doctor Krentingerf 



db,Google 



FLOEIDA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 177 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Queatiim. Wbat was hit! full name ! 
ATtmoer. Jobn Newton Kreminger. 

QveaWm. Where did he live, aud what was hia nativitjf 
Amwer. He was raised id Cabarraa Countj, North Carolina. 
Qv4stion. Was he anativB of North Caroliuat 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but he gratluated in South Carolina. 
Queslmn. AtColambiat 
Amwier. Yea, sir. 

Qaeaiion, How long have jou been living in New Troy f 
Answer. Six years the lal day of December coming. 
Queation. Wnere did you come from to Florida T 

Answer. I came from South Carolina. My hnaband was in the Uuited States service, 
and wroto me that he thought he would be mastered out, and asked me to meet him 
io JacllBonville. When I got here be was not mustered out of the service. 
Quesliiyn. What position did he hold in the servics i 
Ansmer. He was commissary sergeant. 
QaesUon, In what regiment. 

Answer. I do not recollect ; I have letters at home, and if I could look at them I oonlil 
tell you. 

Quetfton. Do you know where he enlisted ? 

Ansteer. I think he enlisted, in Mississippi. A greater portioa of those men in Lafay- 
ette County were in service with him. 

Qaestiim. How had he found bis way to Mississippi T 

Anaiver. He was drafted ia Carolina to go into the confederate service, hut he said he 
would never flght againat the United States. He crossed the line as soon as he could 
get a chance and went over. There were three years I nover put my eyes on him. I 
did not see him until the year after the snrrender, when I came here. 
Quealion. He was drafted into the lebel army and sent to Mississippi T 
Answer. Yes, sir, and there he left, 
Queatwn. What wae your husband's age ? 

Answer. He was flfty-threo years old on the I6th day of September last. 
Qiitetittn. Were those men in Lafayette Coanty who were in service with him south- 
ern men like himself, who bad gone into the Federal service? 
Answer. Yes, sir, they were southern men who had gone with him. 
Question. By southern men I mean men of southern birth 9 
Answer. Yea, sir, I understand you. 

QnesiioB. At what time was he mustered ont of theserviceT 

Anstver. I cannot tell the date esaetly. Ho was mustered out in Tallahassee. He 
came back to MonticeHo, and the neit day wo moved t^a where we havo lieen living. 
It was two days &om the time we started from Tallahassee until wo got to Lafayette 
County. We got to New Troy about the ist day of Deoemi>er, 
Question. Do you remember what year 1 
Answer. It was six years next December. 
QiMitUiH. He is spoken of as Doctor ICremiuger 1 
Jlliwoer. Yes, sir. 

QtiesUoa. Was he a physician by professioo T 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qaeelion. Had ho heen practicing before the war? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He never practiced much ; in his family and around among his 
neighbors. 

^eslion. How soon after he wont to Hew Troy did he fencage in politics T 
Anewer. It wae right straight— as soon as lie got there. Union men came after him 
to go into political afiairs; they said they knew if he did not help them they were gone 
up m that county. 

Question. To what ofBce did they elect him ! 

Answer. He went t«tho legislature, and he was the county judge when he was killed. 
Question. Do you remember whether he was in the convention that foriued the oou- 
stiCution T 
Gnawer. Yes, sir, he was. 

Qaestion. Will you now please give us an atoount of his being tilled, when it was, 
where it was, and by whom I 
Answer. Well, it was the morning of the 5th day of October. 
Question. Last October I 

Answer^ Yes, sir. I reckon the snn was half an hour Jiigh. He had just walked 
into the piizza and washed his hands and face, and had .sat down as he usually did 
every morning after wsdking out. A few moments after bo sat down I beard a gun 
fired, and I heard him holler; be hollered three tiroes, I ran to him, and jnst as I got 
to my room door I saw him rise up and fall over on hie face. I went to hioi and turned 
him over. He tried to spealc hut could not. 
12 G 



•d by Google 



178 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Qatation, Ho was sitting down when ho reoeivofl his shot ! 

Answer. Tea, sir ; in a cliair with Lis hand up pliiyvng with his wateh ebaiQ, and one 
of his fingera was shot oif ; and he was ahot in tho hroost. 

QuettioH. Sbot wittt a single boJlt 

Ansiner. Yes, sir; uiiflehall. 

QiKttUm. Who was the man who shot him. 

Answer. J. C. Ponoher, 

Qaeslion. Who was he E 

Ausaier. I cannot tell yoii ; I have known him ever since I have heen iu this State ; 
he has boarded awhile at my house, Ijnt Iib ja a very socrot mau and doiis not espross 
his opinions mach in talliiug. I heard lately that he said he iutouded to kill the tax 
colleetoc and Mr. Sears of thehonse of representative) bt^ibre he luaves. 

Questtoa. Wh« had he against yonr hosband so far as jou kuow f 

Anmeer I think it was all political. 

QuesdoM Your hushauil wua a leading repuhlican in the county t 

Ansnx) Yes, sir; ho was a leading republiean. 

Queslum What was Ponoher's polities 1 

Animer He has aiways said that he was a democrat. 

Qaeitum. Has lie been pretty strong on that side f 

Aitswer He has been for the last twolvo months; I have seen in onepnper the state- 
ment that he was a repabiioan — that Doctor Kreuiinger vjas killed by a lepublicau. 
That is not so ; he was a democrat. 

Question. Have yon any reason to suppose that other parties wero privy to the kill- 
ing of your husband? 

AiDKer. Tea, sir ; I do think so. 

QuenUoa. St^te what makes you think so, and who tho other parties are. 

Atamcr. I think Captain Edwards knew all about it, and I will tell yon my reasons 
for thinking so. Tbo week before Doctor Kremliigur wau killed lie hud to cany bis 
children over the water iu a Imat to school every nioruiiig, and to bring tliuiii bHck iu 
the evening. Poncher was seen in the moniiug at the water with his double-barrel 
can, and a repeater. He staid at Captain Edwaiits's house, and ho was there five even- 
ings and mornings in oue week. That makes me think that he must havo Iinowu what 
Ponoher's intention was. A young fellow came over and lold my soo-in-law that Pon- 
cher had been over there and asked hiin where Doctor Kreminger landed his childi'eii 
when he canied them over, and if lie carried them himself; and then he told this 
young fellow not to say to anybody that he had seen him. 
QnestUm. Who is Captain Edwards t 

Ansmer. He is a merchant there in New Troy. 

Qaasthm. What are his political belongings f 

Jjwtmr. Just what Ponoher's are ; be is a strong democrat, or professes to be. I do 
not know whether ho knows what he is ; that is tlie way he talks. 

Question. Has Poncher made any statement about his killing your husband or how 

jlnswer. I understood he did last Monday night in court. 

Question. What was it ! 

Answer. 1 heard that he sMd it was others that urged him to do it ; that he did get 
sort of mad one day with Dr. Kreminger, bat had got, over it ; that it was other piiji its 
that had urged him to do it ; and that if it had not been for them he never would have 
done it. 

Question. Do yon know how the democrats there looked upon your husbaud t 

Answer. Yes, sir; they hated him, I reckon, worao than tbey did "the old boy." 
He was a Union man, and had been across the line ; a deserter, a3«hey say. 

Question. Did they ever say what would be the effect if they could get him out of the 

insider. Yes, sir ; a good Union man who had crossed the line and was iu tho service 
with Mr. Kreminger, told me court week that he understood that Ponchei' and some 
otiiers siud that not a Union man should hold o£&ce three mouths fruin the time of his 

QnesUon. What other republicans are there holding office in the county t 

Answer. Mr. Sears and Mr. Scheiber. 

Qmslion. Hesaid.they all shonldbe killedf 

Angwer. Yes, sir ; and the tax-collector, Mr. Eouso. 

Qttesli(m. Did they regard yonr husband as a leader of the vepnhiioau party* 

^nsHier. Yes, sir; they did. 

Qiceslion. What did they ever say would be the eflect of getting him out of the wayt 

Answer. I do not know ; they bad talked so much, they bad threatened to kill him 
Ml often, that I think that was one reason why he did not think they would do it ; it 
was snch a common thing. 

Question. Have there been any proceedings in the court against Poncijer t 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is a true bill against him. 
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Question. Has Iio been arrested t 

Atuacer. Ko, sii'. 

Qveetion. ,Why not f 

Amicm: The sheriff haa been after him twice, but when the sheriff goes over into 
La Fayette he goes over into Suwannee. He has some of Mb strone; democratic friends 
in Suwannee, right by the river there, wbo I suppose ore helping him. Mr. Seijrs said 
that Mr. Moseiy told bim that last Saturday night two weeks ago Poacher Bai<l bo 
sever intended to be arrested alive, for they had got htm to do this thioe ; that he did 
not interrupt any one; that he had nothing to go away with; and ho knew it would 
be nothing tint death if they cangbt him, and he never intended to be taken alive. 

QuesfioH. Did yon ever talk with your husband, before he was killed, about attempts 
to take his life T 

Answer, Yes, sir ; he and I talked about it the day before. 

Qutstion. What did he say T 

Answer. Well, he said he had but one time to die ; that he knew if they would kill 
him they would do it slily ; thej would take some advantage of him; they would never 
come out boldly and do it. They did take some advantage ; they came within forty 
yards of my piazza; it is just forty yards from the edge of my piaKza t* the conrt'house 
window. Poncherwent into the upper story of the court-house ajid slipped back the 
window, and just as my hnsband sat down in tbo porch he shot him. 

Queatiatt. Have there beeu any other persons killed there recently f 

Amtcer. In the conntyJ 

Qiie8tian. Or in that part of the State ! 

Answer, His is the eighth murder there has been there in a little better than two 

Question. In that county! 

ATtswer. Yes, sir ; and none of (hope who committed the deeds have ever been hrouglit 
to justice or arrested. 

Qtiestum. Were all the persona killed republicans I 

Aicawtr. All that I know were repubJieans ; Sam. Edwards, Mr. Ashley, Mr. Foster, 
and toy husband were republicans. 

Question. Have there been any colored people killed 1 

Angaer. Yes, sir; there waea eoloredmau killed at Old Town; ho was killed by 
another colored man, who made his escape. 

Quettiou. Who was Mr. Ashley T 

AnimieT. I just knew the man when I saw him. 

QuenUnt. Where was he killed T 

Anstem: Down near the coast. 

Qa(»tvm. How long was that before or after your huaband was killed T 

Answer. My hnsband waa killed on Thursday, and Mr. Aahley was killed on Wednes- 
day of the week before. 

Question. Do yon know who killed him t 

AnmDer. Ho, sir. 

Qaestien. You do not know whether Poucher killed him or not I 

Ansiefr. No, sir. 

QueattoK. Do you know whether a Mr. Allison was killed ! 

Anar}^. I have heard of his being killed. 

QvesUiim. When and where t 

An»v>er. I do not know: I heard some men say the day the doctor was killed that 
that made threemurders in less than three weeks, and they named Mr. Allison. 

Q«e»uim. Mr. Ashley and Mr. Allison were, like yonr huKband, republicaus i 

Aii»ti>er. Yes, sir; I know Mr. Ashley was, and I think Mr. Allisou was. 

QuesRtm. Do you know what the feeling of the Union people is iu jour county on the 



■. Well, they think __ 

Qaeslion. Have yon had any talk with aoy of them t 

Anauter. Yes, sir; I beard Mr. Wesley say once that if there was not some alteration 
he should have to leave the county, for a Union man's life was not safe there. 

Qumivm. Who has the majority in the county, lairly and properly t 

An^eer. Well, it should go fairly and properly for the Union men; hut they have 
got BO that a gi'eat many of them are aAaid to express tbelr opinions. 

Qiie»tUni. Are there any people in your county that are called carpet-baggers, that is, 
oorthem men, who have come in since the war t 

A^awer. Yes, sir; my hnsband used to hear enough of that; he used to get his share 
of ODrsing about carpet-b^^ers. 

Qu^Um. Did they call bim a carpet-bagger ! 

Answer. They used to curse him about the carpet-baggers and niggers; they said 
they were all who supported him. 

Qaestion. Are there many northern men in the county T 

Answm: I do not know how many there are ; the):e are some few. 
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Question. Men mho liM gone across the line, and served under the United States 
Government J 

Ansieer. Yes, s' 

Queatiwi. In w 

Anawey. I live _. „ 

Question. Were there a great many Union men in that district I 

Answer. Hot many ; but they were not like they are here ; they Cid not wish to kill 
every man that was not like them. A Union man's family there was not niistreiitbd' 
l>ecauae he had gone over to the other side, like they do here in Floi-ida. 

By Mr. Bayard : 
QveiUon. You say yonr husband came to Florida in tho year 1S65 ( 
Atttater. I think it was ; I won't be certain. 
Cuestiott. He went »t once into political li& ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Questioa. He engaged actively in politics? 
An^teer. Yes, sir. 

Qa^lion. What was the oocupation of Poncber T 
Anawer. He was clerk of the court awhile. 
Question. How old a man washed 
AnsKo: I reckon he is going on ^:ety years old. 
QuestUm. An old man t 
Anateer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had he a family there 1 

Ansvier. He has a family, but he docs not stay rvith Ms family. 
Question. Do you mean that he has abandoned them ! 

AniMer^ Yes, sir; his life is bad ; he baa led a bod life from report ; beisabad man. 
Question, breapective of bis crime in murdering your husband, was be a bad man in 
character before that time t 
Answer. That is what the citizens all tel! me, that they never knew anything good of 

QiMatfOn. How long ago was it that be was clerk of the court ! 

Answer. I do not know. 

Queatum. About how long ; since you have been there f 

Anawer. Yea, sir. 

Queation. Within the la^t year or two f 

AHaitier. He wae removed from offtce. 

Question. By whom t 

Answer. By Governor Reed. 

Qu^tioti. Was he appointed to offloe by Governor Recti first ! 

Answer. I think so. He came out and made out that he was a good Union man, and 
I tbonght for a while that he was a Union man, until the citizens began to tell us 
about him. From bis aeta in the office Mr. Kreminger said he must be removed. 

Question. Did Mr. Kreioiugor have him removed from the olerksbip 1 

Anmeer. Yes, sir. 

Q«esti«n. Was be removed because he found out ho was not a Union man. 

Answer. I reckon it v/a6 ; I cannot say. 

Question. He had been appointed by Governor Reed to this clerkship of the court 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qtteslion. Uow long did he hold it! 

Answer. I do not know. 

QneatUm. A^earortwot 

AnsiBer. I think nearly two years. 

QueatUnt. Then you saythat Mr. Kremingcr found out he was not a Union man, and 
bad Mm removed ! 

Anmner. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did that make this man very angry at him T 

Answer. Yea, sir, it did. 

Question. Do you think that that was what led to Lis assault upon your husband T 

Answer. I cannot say. 

Question. Had be anything else against him but that f 

Answer. He was always going iia aboot the eoustitutiou and the republican laws, 
sayiug they were the meanest laws that ever were ; that nobody cuald live under 

QaeaHoa. Did be say that after he was removed, or before f 

Answer. Before. 

Qnesiion. Your husband bad him 'removed from office t 
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Answer. Yeg, air. 

Question You say he Lad always professed to be a Union man or a repuliUean, before 
that time! 

Anatcer. That' ia the way he talked when he came and tried to get the ofBee of clerk. 

Quealion. Did jour husliand originally reeommend him for appointment ! 

Anmcer. I cannot say. 

QiKsUon. What oftlce did yon say your husband held T 

Answer. He ■was county judge. 

(^alion. And this man was the clerk of his court ! 

Anaaier. He was put out, and my husband ■sras put in as county judge after he waa 

Question. He had him removed Erst hy his influence with Goveruor Reed ? 

Antifer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation, How long after he was removed did he shoot your husband T 

Answer. Poncher was removud soino time last March, 1 tliiuk. 

Question. In the spring of the present year f 

Atiswer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And he committed this murder in the foUowing OctoberT 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueetUiTi, Was Poncher a drinking mxa t 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; he drank a great ileal ; he always kept drinking, but neper got 
down drunk ; I never saw him stagger. 

Qaeetion. You Bay that hia life was dissolute, otherwise; that he did not live with 
hie famdy T 

Answer. That ia what the ueighhora aay ; I do not like to say what I do not see and 
know myself. 

QueeJion. I want to net a general view of this man's character. 

Answer. It is bad, so the neighbors aay. 

QuestioH. As I understand yon, he came in the morning ; what timo of the day was 
this mnider committed ! 

ABStver. It waa right early ia the morning ; I reckon the ann was a half an hour 
high when it was done. 

Question. Alwut 7 o'clock T 

Answer. I auppose it was. 

Question. He abnt your husband iiom where t 

Answer. Prom the court-house window. He jnst raised the window on a crack ;thcy 
just slide backward and forward, and he opened it a little. 

Question. He shot him with a double-barrel gun ! 

Answer. They say that one barrel was a rifle, and the other barrel was a shot-gun. 
He went and eschanged his gun with some other man down there, so aa to get theahot- 
gnn and liile all in one. 

Questitin, Had Poncher any other meana of support ; waa ho a dan of auy property 
at all T 

Answei No, air ; X think his family, h 

" ' " " at aJl, except 1 

t and found him dying ! 

Questum Row long did he survive f 

Amwer It seema to me like it was almost an hour ; I do not know ; I canuot tclL 

Question He died in a little time } 

Ansu^er Yes, sir. 

Question Did he know who killed him ! 

Answer I said, " My dear, Poncher has killed you," and he nodded his bead twice. 
The ferrynun, old Uuclo Martin, a colored man, said, " Doctor, are jou hurt bad I'' and 
he nodded his head twice. 

Questiim. Had Poncher abused him, and talked with Mm, after his removal ! 

Anawei: Not that I ever heard or knew of. 

Qaetti^n. Ponober knew that he bad caused him to be removed ? 

Anaieer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who did he appoint in his place T 

Ansaer. My son-in-law, 5(r. Hawkins. 

Question. He was appointed clerk in the place of this man ! 

Ansiatr. Yea, air. 

Qnesfion. Your husband is judge of the court now 1 

Ansiner. He was judge of the court when he was killed; we have no judge now 

QiiesUon. When this man committed this mnrder, what did he do J 

Answer. He jumped right out of the door, and went to the back of the court-house. 
When I was stooping over my husband, my little daughter aaid, " There is Poncher ;" 
be waa peeping at me. I si^d to my danghter, " Go into the honae, and bring me the 
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gnu." He started to run, and lie stopped three times between tlio court-house and iho 
grocery, and turned arunud and looked back. 
Ques^on. Had be a gun with bim ? 

Anmner. Yes, eir ; and he went right past the grocery a few rods, aud stepped in his 
boat, and wont right across. 
Qv^tioH. What water is that he croeaed ? 

Answer, There was a fireot fresh in the river, and the whole of Troy, almost as far aa 
yon could see, was orerflowed. 
Qaestioa. He got>m his boat, and went away t 

Avsirei: Yes, sir. The only dry place in town was where my house and the court- 
house stuod. 
Queslion. And'be went away I 

Ansjcer. Yes, sir ; when my son-in-law had got to my house he was gone. 
Queatitm. Has he been seen there since t 
Anaiuer. No, sir. 

Question. He evades the sheriffby going int<i the adjoining county T 
Ansioer. Yes, air ; so the sheriff aaya the people tell him. 

Question. The political sentiment of the people of your county is tepnblicaa I 
Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. The sheriff is appointed by the governor T 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qaestion. He is a repnblican T 
Attstcer. Yes, sir, 

QxesHan. la he anxious to make the arrest I 

Anewer. I thiul: he is, but it is just this way aa I tell you ; where he gets a Tlnton 
man to go with him he says he can depend upon him, but there are some others he 
cauuot depend upon. 

QitesUon. He knows whom to depend upon and whom not f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qiteslion. A majority of the county are with him in sentiment) 

Answer. Yes, sir; hut the majority are' in the lower part of the county, far away 
from him. 
Qu^tion. Did you go before the grand jury and give yonr testimony T 
Aitsieer. Yes, sir. 

QuestUtn. And a tme bill was found ! 
Ansvier. Yea, air ; that is what they tell me. 

Qaestion. And you say this man has evaded the sheriff thus fart 
Ansioer. Yea, sir. 

QiMstion. Has the governor been told of this murder ? 
Awneer. I thiak my son-in-law wrote to him. 

Questiim. He is the clerk of the court t 

Answer. Yea, air. 

Question. Has the governor offered a reward for the apprehension of this man 1 

Ansirer. I do not know; I got soine papers yesterday, but I have not had time to 
read them. 

Question. You said something about this man Poncher being a democrat; do you 
kuow whether he had any politics at all ! 

Answer. I heard my husband and Mr. Soars say that he said he was a democrat from 
the crown of hia head to the soles of his feot. 

QuestioJi. Yonr husband disapproved of Poncher very much T 

Answtr. I suppose so. 

Question. He thought him a very bad man, and had bim removed from office T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon have spoken of a number of men who were killed, and you mentioned 
some names of those you said were members of the republican party. Do yoa kuow 
who the others were who were killed f 

Amwer. I do not. 

'Questioji. Do you know anything about what their politics were t 

Answer. No, sir; I do not. 

Question. Do you SniA' who killed these various men t 

Answer. It lias been said 

Quealioa. Have persons been iudicted for it? 

Ansicei: There are true bills ajpiii^t two men there now, but neither of them have 
been arrested. 

Queetion. What are their names t 

Answer. Mr. Parker and Dick Huntjr. 

Qu^tion. When was that 1 

Answer. Two years ago last August. 

Question. What did they do f 

Aimcer. They went to his home where he was at work, and Parker went for Foster, 
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ftod Edwards said they were goiog to huut cattle, and at niglit tliey were killed. 
Foster and Edwards were at Mr. Parker's bouse. 

Qae$tiOTt. Wheru were tliey shot ! 

Ailiwer. Aboat two miles from Mr. Parker's house ; bo I heard. 

Question. Shot by those men who were charged with it f 

Aiiairei: There were some others charged with it, but there were true billn found 
against those two. 

QaeHUia. Do jou know the caase of that murder * 

Aiisaer. I do not. 

Question. Do yon know anything about the cause of it ! 

Anatcei: No, sir. 

tjaeelion. Do yon know anything of the politics of the parties connected with that 



Aiiairiir. I cannot tell yon. 

Quetiion. Have you any further knowledge of the c 
the liist one you spoke of T 

Jnstcer. Nu, sir ; I have not. 
By the Chairman: 

(iuestiort, I do not know that I understood y 
killed at the time they were hunting cattle. What wore tlioir uames f 

An&toer. Sam Edwards and Frank Foster. 

Question. By whom were they kilted t 

Anamer. It was said they were killed by Dick Hunter and Henry Parker. 

Ouesiion. There were others concerned with them, hut those were the parties 
indicted f 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

QaeaUon. Had your husband been iufortiied of Poueher's waylaying Iiim before lie 
was killed f 

Anatcer. Yes, sir; he had been told of it. 

Qaesliun. Did he keep away from Edwards's house where ho waylaid biiuT 

Jnsuwr. Yes, sir. 

yuesHon. You think Poncher was removed from the clerkship in the March of last 
spring T 

Ansioer. Yes, sir ; I think it was in March. 

Question. Where had ho been staying all that time ? 

Jmbhw. After he was removed t 

Quetiioit. Yes; where did he live? 

Anmver. I do not know. 

Question. You do not know where he made his hornet 

Antwer. Ko, sir. 

Question. Had he staid in New Troy J 

Answer. He had staid there while he was clerk a part of the time. 

Question. And when be was removed ho went aii'ay ? 

Anetcer. Yes, sir. 

©uesiion. Have you heard of any people in that county that are commonly called En- 
Elux! 

AnsKsr. Yes, sir ; there are some of them who boast of it. I hiive never heard them 
talk myself, but I have heard others say so. 

Question. Do you know whether this man Ponohor claimed to belong to them or 

Answer. I do not know. 

Qu^atiiyn. Who did you ever hear of boasting that they belonged to the Ku-Klus T 

Answfr. 1 have heard several spoakiug about their having a Ku-Klux meeting doivu 

in the lower part of the county, but 1 canuot tell whether it is so, and I dou't like to 

tell anything without I know it is so. 
_ Question. Were these killings supposed to be coaneoted with the Ku-Klus srganiza- 

Anaaer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Qarstion. Do other people think so besides you I 

Anawer. What 1 do they think the Ku-Klui 

QnatUm. That they killed your liuHband and others T 
Anmer. Yes, sir ; and that they killed Foster aud others. 

By Mr. Bayakd; 
Question. Now, have you any knowledge of the caoseof this murder of your husband 
by these people, other than what you have stated to us ! 
Answer. I think it was xmlitioaL 
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Qtuilioit. That is a11 you liiion' f 

A«tvier. Yes, sir; and I believe it was just so. 

Queatiop. Tlie facts you. Iiave stated are all the facts you know T 

Anmeer. Yes, sir. 

^ueattoa. When yoa hove lieeo asked about tliis organization called Ku-KJux, liavo 
yon any knowledge of the anbjeot yourself? 

Ansieer. No, sir. 

QuettUin. Kone whatever ! 

Anamer. No, air. 

Qaeatwtt. When you were naked whether this murder of your husband or the mur- 
ders of these other people were caused by them, have you any other filets to baso it 
upon than what yoa have elated to uh 1 

Jaauier. No, sir. 



MALACHI MARTIN sworn and examined. 
By the CHAinwAH : 

Qaeetion. What is your i^, where were yon born, where do you now reside, and 
what position do you occnpy at present t 

Anmve): I am forty-nine years old ; I was born in Ireland ; aud I now reside in Chat- 
tahooehee, Gadsden County, in this State. At present X am warden of the State's 
prison. 

QuestUm. How long have you been in Gadsden Connty t 

Aruuier. I have been a resident there since the 1st of January, 1869. 

Qveation. As wardim of the State's prison all the time I 

Ati»wer. Yes, sir ; warden or commandant. At first it was a mUitary prison ; hnt a 
law was passed changing the title of the officer in charge from commandaat to warden. 

Qutslion. Sinee'yon have been there have you been admonished to take care of your- 
self personalty f 

Ansmer. I have. 

dneaiiim. By whom, in what way, and ftom what 1 

A7isii>e>: I received a letter throuijb the mail telling me if T remained in the position 
I then occupied, my fate would bu that of others who had stolen and rubbed the sontb- 
ern country. Here is the letter I received. [Handing the chairman a letter.] 

QuesUon. I see it is pust-markcd Marianna, 

^n**er. Yes, sir. 

QuetEion. That is in Jackson County ? 

AnstDer. Yes, sir. 

Qweatum. What is the distance from Marianua to Chattaboocbec I 

Antaer. Twenty-eight miles. 

[The letter referred to is aa follows ; 

" Hells Holk, April 13th 1871 

Col Martin; You have nsed some language against mo that is mb/«s( & if you re- 
main in the position, you now ocupy your fate will be as others, that baa stolon and 
robed our southern country 
Beepct &c 

One who knows you and aU of you rascility "] 

Qneslioit. Have yon any knowledge who wrote this letter f 

Anmaer, Not the most remote. 

Questbm. You do not recognize the handwriting ? 

An&wer. No, sir. 

Question. Or call to mind any oceuirenee that connects anybody with this ? 

-ijwMwr. None whatever, 

(Juestion. Have yon had auything else in the same direction 1 

Answer. Nothing of a threatening nature ; I have been cautioned. 

Qaestimi. By whom, and when, and against what ! 

jnswer. Soon after the receipt of that letter I wrote to the editor of the Courier, in 
Marianna, inclosing a copy of that letter, stating that it was postmarked at Mai^anua, 
and I presumed the author sometimes visited there; that I was not aware of baviug 
used any nnjiist lailguajje toward any person, and if any person thought I had, should 
the^ call on me I would give what explanation I had in my power, and if I could not 
satisfy them I would give them the best in my shop ; that if they proposed to do any 
killing 1 had no objection to die as Dickinson had, and they might as well begin with 
me as with any other person. That was not published as I know of, but a very abusive 
article was. Soon after that, between 13 and 1 o'clock at night, two gentlemen cauie 
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to my residence aud were admitted. Both wore acqiiaintanccH of mine, aod, I pre- 
Bamed, ftieads. I reccired them in my bed-room aud aekeil them, what they were 
doiDg that time of ni^ht sloshing aroimd, going about aud Ku-Klnxlug a fellow. I 
aaid thisin ajokiug Itind of away. They asked me if I had any whi^y, and I said I 
bad not. One with whom 1 was the moat intimat* I tunched with my elbow, aud 
we walked out ou the big porch, where I said to hito, " What is all this ; what are you 
fellows here fort" He said, "I can't tell you; so and so," mentioning the name of the 
other one, " will tell you." I returned to the bed-room, and the other gentleman said, 
"I want to speak to you j come here." I walked out on the porch again, and he asked 
me some questions to satisly himself what he presamed I was. Being satined of that 
he said, " I want you not Ui go out of these walls until you get reave iiiom me." I 
said, " Is that all!" He aaid, "That is alL" I said, "All tight." We then returned to 
the bed-room, and he again asked if I had any whisky, and I said, "No." They stud, 
"Good-night," and left. Threoor four days afterward oneof the parties returned — not 
the one who cautioned me, but the other — and aaked me if I had any wliisky, and I 
said I had iiot. Ho said, " Come down town and take a drink." I asked him if he 
■was speaking by authority, and he said, "Yes," I said, 'Is it all tightf" He said, 
"Yes." I said, "Is the coast clear!" He laughed and said, " Yes.comoon." We went 
down town, got a drink, and I returned. Afterward I asked him if he thought there 
was any danger, and ho said, " No, I think it is all right now." On a previous occasion 
I had engaged with some gentleman to go across the river into Jackson Connty on a 
lishlug exonrsion. We appointed the day, bat the night previous to the day when we 
were to go an acqudntance of mine called at the door of the house about 9 o'clock at 
night and said, "Yon are going over to the lake to fish t-o-morrow!" I said, "Yes." 
Hes^d, whispering, "I have come to give youafriend's advic«: do not go." I said, 
"All right." He wert away, and I did not go. 

QaeetU»i. Was there any reason you can assign why these men should have taken 
intorcBt enough in yout personal welfare to come to jou and give yon that sort of 
advice ! 

Answer. They were friends and acquaintances of u 
itics; bat they are good citizens, and I think they ai 
law. They are personal friends of mine. 

QuesUMi. That was the only relation between you and them T 

Amwer. Yes, sit. 

Qamtion. Do you know any reason why any hostility should have been eKhibited to 
you personally f Have you had any difficulty with anybody? 

Antwei: None ; on the contrary my relations with all my acquaintances up to that 
time had been qnlte pleasant. 

QsesUon. To what did you attribute this manifestafjon of unfriendly feeling? 

Aimce): It would be h^d for me to say what reason there was for it. As 1 said to 
you, I have had no personal difficulty with any person. My relations with those with 
whom I have come in contact have been pleasant, even with those who are opposed to 
me politically. I meet them, and in a joking way I call them "Johnny Eebs," aud 
they call me " Yank." I canuot form any idea that I could swear was a xcasou for it. 

Quealioa. Yon spoke of a paper publisjiing an abusive article 1 

Anewei: Yes, sir. 

Queafion. What was the charaeter of the abuse J 

Anauier. I do not remember the terms used, bat it stated that no person would thiuk 
of such a thing as interfering with mo; that 1 was beneath any notice. 

QuesliOH. Do you know anything about any attempt on the part of the State govern- 
ment to provide arms for its militia ? 

AnsiBtr. I do. 

Qaealim. When was that, and what was it ! 

Anauxr. X think it was in 18G8 that the governor pnrchased some arms in New York, 
aud they were brought on here. The first that I saw of any of them was theresidneof 
those which were broken in pieces, and they were brought to the office I then occupied 
in the capitol. They were brought there from tho railroad, where they were picked 
up by the United States troops, or under their supervision. 

• Qneation. What was the fate of those arms; what becamoof them* 

Anewet: I heard they were ultimately sold, or something of that kind done with 
them. Of the broken parts I selected some forty mnsketa. I was very hard set to get 
forty that were any way serviceable. I have never seen arms on the battle-field after 
an action in such a condition as they Were; they were very badly broken. 

QiutUon. By whom and how ? 

Anaieer. X heard .they were broken on the railroad. The adjutant general told me 
that ho had them put in cars at Jacksonville, and the oars locked ; (hat he wont into 
the passenger ear, and when he arrived in Tallahassee those cars were empty. There 
wasnomarkof violence on the cais, as if they had been broken open. I heard that 
the guns were distributed along the road as fr they wore thrown out while the cars 
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were in motion. They were picked up afterward under the supervision of the United 
Statea troops. 

QueaUon, Wliat is the most Butisfnctory theory of the manaer in which they were 
diapoaed of t 

jwaww. The impression left upon my miud, from all I had heard and seen, was, that 
the political party opposed to the udmiuistratiou hciird that theae arms wore coming 
here, and that the S^te militia were to he armed ; that nnns wonld be put in the 
hauda of negroes, to which they were opposed. In order to prevent it, throagh an or- 
ganization and in collusion, with some otuuiala of the railroad company, a party of men 
were admitted into the cars', and while in motion the arms were thi'own out, and other 
parties there were^repared to receive thutu and break them up so as to prevent the 
militia heins armed. 

Question. This was done in collusion with aome of the railroail oiBciala T 

Anawer. It would app«M: so from the fact that the adjutant geuer^ told me that the 
cars were locked after the arras were pat in them, and thei-e were uo marks on the 
curs, as if thoy bud been broken open. 

Qaestiim. Were there any »aiIroad officials opposed to the State government I 

Answer. So far as I know, they were all of a difiereut complexion of politics. 

Question. The railroad wasnnder demoeratioinliuenoef 

Ansaier. Sol understand; ray impression is that they were held ia check in that 
way ; I think all the employes were held in check in that way. 

QuesUon. Yon have said something about organized parties ; do yon know anything 
of an orjuanization existing In this State? 
.Ansurer. 1 do not know of any personally ; I do not belong to any secret jiolitical 
organization, and never have. I have heard of the Union League; I have heard 
of Ku-Klax, of Brotherhoods, and of differunt organizations, but 1 have never seen 
any, and I do not know of any of my own knowledge. 

Quotum, What information have yon concerning the Kn-Klus that you deem re- 
liable! 

Aniteei: The very freiinent mnrdera in Jackson County committed by an oi^anija- 
tion. It was reported, and I have seen and heard, 1 think, from very reliable sources, 
that auch an organization existed. I have Jieard men's names mentioned who were 
men of means who did not actually themselves commit the violence, bnt tUey au^i- 
ported parties who did. 

QKe«/ion. How supported them T 

Amwer. Finauciallj and by advice. 

QuesUon. Do you know anything about the organization known aa the Democratic 
Clubf 

Ansuer. I bave heard that there was such a one ; I have had gentlemen tell me that 
there was snch an organization, and that they belonged to it. 

Question. Do you know whether there is any couneetion or supposed connection be- 
tween the Democratic Club and the organization called the Ku-EJuxt 

Antwer. I do not know whether there is or not. 

QvtaUon. You say gentlemen have told you that they belonged to the Democratic 

Anawer. Tea, sir. 

Queatum. When, and how recently! 

Answer, Why, to-day. 

Qaeetiim. Who told yon sof 

Aiavxr. Mr. John Williams told me that he was the president, or head, in Leon 
County, in Tallahassee Several gentlemen have told me that they bdonged to it. One 
gentleman told me that he was in a meeting in Tallahassee where a citizen of good 
standing there, a lawyer, made a most inflammatory speech, urging the young men as 
to what course they should pursue. 

Quistion. WeU, what course f 

Aiieieer, He said that — mentioning this gentleman's name while he was mating his 
speech — he said to them, that they should receive them, alluding to what a^e known 
as carpet-baggers ; tbat they should receive them at tlie dagger's point, and on the 
point of the steel. The young man who was telling me was & brave, fine young fel- 
low, had been in the war here, and he immediately stepped out and said to the gentle- 
man, " Tea, and when we did that and were fighting you staid at home ; and now you 
want to shove us into it agaia while you stop at home. For one, I object to any such 
thing." He said they had quite a dispute ther6 in tbo club at the time. 

QiMalton. Have you heard any other person spoak of belonging to it excepting Mr. 
WiHiamaT 

Amwer. I have hemrd many admit it ; they do not deny it at ail, nor that it ia a 
secret organization. 

Qutstfen. How Jong ago was the first you heard of it T 

Aruwer. The first that I heard of it waS in 1868. They asked me if I knew of a 
Becret republican organization, and they then said that they had their own organiza- 
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tion; that they ■woald coiiiitoraot and beat any orgauizatbn tlie repabliciiiis, i>r, as 
thuy said, " the niggers " would, gut uij. 
By Mr. Batakd : 

Question. That was the Union League, I auppose? 

Ansmr. I think thoy had refercuuo then to wbu.t wua linown an the Lincoln Biothei- 

By the Chairman : 

Question. What is the condition of political feeling in your part of the Stato? 

^flswei-. In my immediate vicinity in Gadsdun Connty it is very peaceable, indeed, 
and I do not know but wliat it is peaceable al! over the county. On the day of elec- 
tion there was a great deal of excitement; none of any conscqncnce at the polls whero 
I was an inspector. In the momine I thought there was a great deal of danger. TLo 
poll-books that caine up were checked as to the parties who ought to be clialleuged. 
who had left the connty, men who were under age, men who had registered twice; 
there was a :iiemorandum made bo that they might be challenged, and uo illegal vot- 
ing take place. Before the polls were open a man by the name of Gutta oauie up and 
said he was deputy marshal, and wanted to take away the bttolts, which I reftised to 
allow him to do. He then aixested the one of the inspectors who brought the books 
np, and took him away. I was chairman of the board of inspectors, and immediately 
had the voters present elect another inspector. I had heard that this man Qunn, who 
remained there aonte time, had threatened to shoot mo aa I cama out of the polling' 
place ; but he left, before the polls were closed, and I was not interfered with. I heard ot 
escitemeut and threats, and there was a very narrow escape, indeed, from a liot iu. 
Quincy. I was not there, and do not know of anything of my own personal knowl- 
edge in regard to it. 

Question. How is the feeling between the two parties as to being J^gressive and in- 
sulting toward each other; is either'party inclined to that! 

Answer. There are among the democrats some men who will not insult you, but a groat 
m^ority of them on every occaaion will nse snch language either to you or at you as 
to provoke a quarrel immediately, without you have great control of your temper. 
Tiiey will damn aii radicals ; damn all oarpet-baffijers; wish them in hell. While Mr. 
Meacham was addressina; a meeting in Quincy, I beard one gentleman say, "Damn 
him ; I wish bo and all the other radicals were in bell, and I had the key." I was near 
by him and asked him on which side of the door be wanted to be. He said he did not 
know but what be would be damned if he would not be willing to beinsideif heconld 
keep all the others in there. I had occasion t-o go to Bainbridge a short time ago, and 
a gentleman came up and said,"Youftre Colonel Maitiu?" I said, " Tes, sir." He 
said, ''lam Colonel Smith ; I want you to come and take a drink with me."- I said, 
"Excuse me; I do not drink." He said, "I want you to do so; I have beard of you." f 
tried to get off, but it was of no use. We walked over to a place open as a bar, and 
we got a glass of ale. He took a sip of it, and then threw the rest on the floor and said 
that Uiey gave him too much ; and then said, " I wish all the radicals in your State 
"were iu hell; damnPurman, daom Kood. damu every radical from top to bottom." I 
was in a strange place, with no friends about me. 

Question. You were in Georgia! 

Answer. Tes, sir j but we wore both from Gadsden ; I turned and walked off, and 
anotber gentleman came up to me and said, " You are a man of sense ; be bas been 
drinking, and I hope you will not notice him ; of course I am Lis fiieud, and would 
have to take his part if you get into a row with him." Such things often occur. 
There are many who Kce perfect gentlemen who will speak to you on the subjeota of 
the day without any such insnlting language or manner. 
By Mr Batakd: 

Question. When did yon come to Florida! 

Answer. In Jannaiy, 18B5. 

Qaeation. What was yonr first occupation ? 

Answer. I was captain and assistant quartermaster. 

Question. In tkosorvice of the United States! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in the volunteers. , 

QueaUon. What was your first occupation iu the State under State autbority ? 

Answer. I left the Army and went to planting. The only position I ever held irt tb» 
State was that of commandant, or snpedntendent, or warden of the State prison. 

Question. Appointed by Governor Keed ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were speaking of the disorders in Jackson County, and of the mnr- 
dois committed thoro. Does your knowledge of, and your statements in reference to, 
those disorders eoiTie from hearsay and rumor, or from knowledge of your own! 

Anstcer. There is one instance where 1 buried two men myself. The fear was so 
great that I could not get my guard to obey my orders, and goandbriagback the body 
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of one of my guard wlio was murdeved there I then tried to hire citizenB, but I could 
not hire them for any price; they rcfubeiito go. I then went myself; thegnaiil wished 
to go and take arms, bnt I would uut allow tbem, lest it should i)i:ovoke a, breach of 
tlio pence. 

Queslwa, In what year I 
Answer. In 1863, 
Question. In what month ! 

JfJMKier. 1 do not remember the month ; I have the date at home. I can tell you how 
tliey were killed if you wish. 

Qaeatiort. Certainly, I want yout own inowfcdge. . 

Aneieer. I was absent ftom Cattabixichee, iu Tallahassee. During my absence the 
guard heard that a wan of the name of Thomas Barnes, a notorions character, who is 
represented to be the hired assassin of the Ku-Klux, or this secret organization in Jack- 
sou County — it Is said that they would indicate who they wanted mnrdired, and he 
would do it. Barnes was a man who waeasergeant in the confedurate service, and 
was afterward detailed to take up deserters, and for that purpose he had a pack of 
dogs. They honnded these fellows out of the swamps. Altec the war ke loft there, 
but bad no visible means of snpport. He dressed well, drove a good horse, and had 
money. Several murders had been committe<l, and a reward had lieeii offered for tlie 
murderer of Dr. Finlayson, I think ; it was supposed that Baraes was the murderer. 
My guard havinc heard that a reward waeoff(>red,and, aside from that, being anxious 
that he should be- arwated, in rny absence went over to Jacl[aon,Conutv atW him. 
They Lad got information from some woman where Barnes used to stop, that lie was to 
bo there : she agiiMid to take away his pistols while he was in bed. It was said be 
nsed to sleep wiUi her. 

Question. A woman of bad character? 
Avsiver. I do not snpposeit was very good. 
Q«C'iti(yn. She was reci^iiized as a woman of bad cbariicterT 

Answer. I do not understand that she was understood to be a public woman. He 
stopped with her, and she i^rued with the guard tu take away bis pistols, and then 
they could come iu and arrest him. They wout over for that purpose. He did not 
come there that night, but she told them that he would eeitainly be there that day. 
They lay in a little corn-orib close to the house. There was a man from Marianna — a 
citizen who knew Barnes. The guard did not know him, bat this man was iu their 
company to point Lim out. Botu of the men iu the guard were colored men. While 
iu that cotn-crlb they beard a man cryiag out for assistance, and peeped out through 
the cracks and saw two wbit« men — one having hold of a negro and pounding him over 
the head with a pistol or something. The guard rushed oat and called to these men, 
"Turn that man loose:" whereupon, the man tarned around and shot them dead. 
There were two bullet holes in one of them — one in his chin and one in his neck ; the 
other had three shots right in his breast. The other guard mode his escape iu 
the corn-field. That was on Wednesday, and Thursday morning he got back to the 
prison. He said there were a crowd there ; he was very much excited, and I do not 
know that he could tell who tliey were. That evening I beard there were two men 
dead on the road neat wliere this occurrence took place. The next morning I ordered 
the guard to go over, without arms, so as not to provoke any trouble. They went down 
to the river, and then returned and refused to go. I told the lirst sergeant to go out 
and hire some citizens; that I would pay whatever they asked. I bad two boxes made 
to bring the bodies back in. The sergeant came back and reported that he could not 
hire any man for anything. Sunday morning I had the boxes taken down to the river. 
J had to pay the ferryman $5 to put me over ; he was so much a&aid that nothing but 
nloney would induce him to take me over. At first he refused, but I told him that I 
mnst go, and that I would take his boat myself, or that he could take me over and 
have tiie money. He said he would go for $5, and I paid him that amount to take me 
over. At that time the sergeant came down and said, " I will go with you ;" and talked 
just as if he was sacrificing his life to go. I went over the river, luid met a gentlemau 
who said he would go with me and show roe the road. We went over and found the 
bodies. Their condition was such that we cottld not put them in the boxes, thoy were 
BO much decomposed. We dug holes on the side of the road and buried them there- 
putting rails under them and rolling them ioto the holes. 

QaeatUra. Was^at man who billed those men this man BnrnesT 
Aiawer. I do not know. The circumstances 1 heard then would lead me to believe 
that it was a man by the name of Newton Williams, and from that I inferred that 
knowing I was the commandant of the guard, knowing I ha<l enlisted the negroes, and 
presuming that I was of the most radic^ stripe, the sooner I was got out of the way 
the better. That is the presumption on my part ; I will tell you why I have come to 
sajQh a conclusion. A ladyof very strict veracity told me the day that murder was 
committed, that Newton Williams and some man who was stopping with him — a 
stranger — had both been drinking, and had drank up all the whisky they had, and 
were going to Chattahoochee to get a fresh supply. They were seen coming down tJto 
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road towartis where tbe mnrder was committed, less thau half an hour h(:forft tho 
shooting was done; there was no other person went down there. The woDii;ii in Ibo 
house say they were white men, bat would not mention any names. 
Queslion. Tbe womeo in tbe bouse where Barnes was to be captured ! 
Answer. Yes. sir. 

QaoUon. There' were other women there T 

Anstner. Tea, sir; a woman and her family, and this was one qf her daugbtera. The 
jact that DO one else wae eeeti going down there, that there was no other road leading 
to the place, tbat they were seen coming back afterwards, and the character of the 
man, ted me ta believe he was the guilty party. He lived in tbe county, and be heard 
of my plan to go fishing, and. the man wbo told cue not to go aflecwai'da told me tbat 
this was the man whom ho had beard talk abont lue. 

Question. This Newton Willinnia wa« the man who you believed was the person 
against wboae evil intentions you were warned on tbe occasion you have spoken of! 
jliwieei'. On the occasion when I was going fishing, not on tbe other ocoasion. 
Qucation, Yon do not implicate him in tbat as you do iu tbe iisbiug aflair I 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had this man l>eeu indicted far that murder ! 
Anawer. No, sir. 

Qiteation. Had any one l>een indicted t 
JInsiwr. No, sir. 

Questiiya, Bad any warrant been issued at tbat time for tbe arrest of anybody ! 
Aiuwer. I think there was a warrant Issueil for him. 

Qattiion. Do you think yoor gnardheld it at tbe time tbey wentovor afterhim? 
Answer, I do not think tbey did; my impression is tbat it came from Mariuuna; 
that the man fcooi Maiianna who was with tbem bad it. 
Question. Some person from a difierent part of the community ! 

AitBiner. Yes, sir ; this man coming from Marianna, seeing my guard, thought they 
would be a cood support to help arrest Barnes. 
Qneslion. He knew Barnes and tbe others did not) 
Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. It was a kind of speculation of their own, to gain tbe reward offered for 
the arrest of the murderer in that oaseT 

Anmter. Partly so, but I think in great part to get Barnes anyhow. He was a aoU)- 
rious person, and represented to be thehired assassin of these parties. J was frequently 
asked Co allow the guard t« go, armed, and take him anyhow, becanae so many bhtck 
people had been murdered, and he was the tool for murdering them ; tbey wanted to 
get him anyhow, ^ 

Question, They ma^e an arrangement with this woman that she should betray bim 
to them J 
Antteer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they make a peonuiary bargain with her ? 
Answer. 1 think not ; I rather tbink it was a friendly act. 
Question. On her part f 
Jlnsroer. Yes, sir. 
QuesfiwB. Towards them 1 

Qaeation. It was" scarcely so towaid Mr. Barnes? 

Anmoer. No, sir. 

Qvmtion. It was on that occasion that these two meu were shot 1 

Anamer. Yea, sir. 

Qiiealion. Were these the only two murders yon know personally about I 

AnaiBer. I know of Fleischman being murdered. 

QaestUm. Do yon know any of tbe circumstances of his murdert 

AatmeF. I did not see tbe man after he was killed, but I can tetl the circumstances I 
know in regard to it. Fleischmau called on me and wished t« be protected. I said to 
hint, " I cannot protect you ; my duties are here ; if yon are sent hero to me I will pro- 
tect you." 

QuegUon. You would keep bim safe within the wallsT 

Answer. Yes, sir; hut I conld not take him back to Jackson County. I advised him 
not to go there, but he said lie was compelled to so ; that all he ba<l in the world was 
there ; that he had a large amount out ; that he bad trusted the planters a great deal, 
I do not recollect the amonnt, but he said they would gather their crop and sell it, and 
he would not bo able to collect bis money unless he was there ; that bis family were 
there ; that his store and stock of goods and all his interests were there, and be must 
go back. I went down to Chattahoochee with him, and met several persons there and 
asked them if they had heard anything from Jackson; if they knew whether there 
was a sheriff there, and what condition things were in. Tbey could not tell me any- 
thing about it ; communication was stopped ; every one was afraid to go there, and no 
person would go except some one wbo supposed he would be sate, who was one of the 
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white people who belonged to the party there : some such pecson as that might go, but 
no person who was a repiiliHcan would go. Fleischraan sAid he would go hack. Ho 
went on his way to Marianna and met a young man of the nameof Siraa who had boisa 
in ilia employment. 

Qneaium. A block man or a white man T 

Answer. A white man and a strong demoorat; ho afterward fled to Texas for the 
murder of a black man. Sims told me this himseif ; that he met Fleischman on the 
toad and adied him where he was going, and Pleisehman told him he was going to 
Marianna. Ho said to Fleisohman, "Don't go; if yon do you will be murdered; yon 
cannot live there, C!o back with me to Chattahoochee ; I will give you a seat in the 
buggy ; but don't go to Marianna, for as soon as you get there yon will be killed." 
FlSaohman said he would venture, telling the same story to him that he had told to 
me; that his pi-operty was there; his children and wife were there. From where Sims 
met him and talked with him in that way to where he was killed was about a half a 
mile. Persons who saw tbe'body, men of veracity, told me the manner in which it 
laid, where it was shot, &e. 

Qaee&im. What waa Fleisohman's oecapatiou ! 
Anavjer. He was a merchant. 
Question. Had he any political office T 
Answer. No, sir. 

QatitUm. Did he take any particular part in politics at all, or was he a man attend- 
ing to bis bm^ness as a merchant there t 
Aiawer. It was so represented to me. 

Qucsliaa. Was Fleischman an active politician in any way ? 

Avmier. Not at all. I think he did not interfere with polities; he was looking for 
money. The immediate cause of hostility to him was this: A picuic party of colored 
liooplo who were going out were fired upon and several of them wore killed ; n ball 
passed througU a obila in the arms of a man who was carrying him, killing bini and 
ihv child. Tbere was a great deal of excitement there, and Fleischman told me him- 
self that he was greatly excited, and he had no donbt that he did use this language ; 
"K the colored people are to be murdered in this way, for every black man that is mur- 
dered there should be three white people killed." He said, I think, that he made use 
of that expression in the street; they alleged that he said so. After having stud that 
he was driven ont of the county, and returning back to his home be was mnrdered. 
In regard to the murder of Yeaity, I will say I bad some gnanta from Calhonn Connty, 
white men, who were on the road and met Tearty and epoke fo him. He went on and 
they wenion; they saw this man Luke Lot sitting behind a tree. Hehad two doable- 
barrel guns with him. They stopped him and spoke to him and oeked him if he was 
out then ; that is if he was on his keepiug at that time ; if he wna evading the law, 
living in tlie woods. He said, " You go on; here is a man coming I think I want to 
see." They went on and had j ust got around a bend of the I'oad when they heard a. 
gnn discharged. They went back ; one parted from the other, and going a shorter 
way ba«k came np and met Luke Lot and spoke to him. He gave this man a little 
parcel with a pair of old shoes in it, and said, "Take that back to my daughter," and 
then rode off. He then went on op and found Tearty in the road mnrdereil ; they all 
got back there and found the body yet warm. 

Question.' From which it was supposed that Lot had murdered that man ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. Yeaity was arepresentativein the legislature. 

QacetUm. What sort of a man was Lot; what was his condition in life; what did 

Answer. He was a farmer. 

Qiiestioii. What was his character before that f 

Answer. Ho was a desperado. A man who saw nie the other day in tlio woods was 
introduced to me as Mr. Jones ; I knew well enough who he was. He c.ainu to caution 
me about what the republicans in Gadsden should do. He said that Luke Lot was a 
thng; that "was his expression. 

QaeHtien. An assassin I 

Anewer. Yes, sir. 

Qumtlon. Ho has no regard whatever for life ! 

Answer. I think fi^om all I know of him that be was a very b.'id man. 

QueaSon. A desperado, and a wild, reckless man t 

Answer. I do not know how wild he is; he does not drink; he is very coal and 
very deliberate. 

Qitet^n. Wildness is sometimes caused by liquor and sometimes by passion. 

Anmeer. I think he is a calculating man. I do not call such a man as that wild ; I 
call a man wild who will do things in a passion ; he does not do that. 

Queaiion. Where is he now T 

Answer. The last I heard of him he was at home, and no person dared go near his 



Question. In Jackson County t 
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Answer. Ko, sir, I thiuk bo lives in Callioun County. 

Quealion. Was he ever indicted for this murder of Yeartyl 

Aniraer. I do uot linow ; 3. reward was offered, but I think he Dev«r was arrested, 

Qa^iiiott. Was yonr guard who knew him taken before the grand jnry ! 

Anaiver. They were ; aud I think a rowai-d was issuod for bis arrest, but nobody 
dared to arrest liim, aud bo noTur has boen arrested ; be boa n crowd of people who pro- 
tect him and give htm information wbenever the authorities come near tiim ; it is im- 
possible for a slierilf to go and airest him. 

Qaestion. He will escape! 

Antwei: He will get intbrmation so as to keep out of tbe way. I asked a man I know 
if Lot was not well monuted; the gentleman was riditig avery fine anirual himself, and 
he said " Ho has a bettet horse than this more is." I tbink the gentleman bad one of 
tbe tinest animals in Gadsden. 

Qxeation. Is he a man of family 1 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. When your men met him they asked him if he was out I 

Answer. On his Iteeping and evading tbe law. 

Qii£StiOH. That was his character ; he was such a man that it was probable that be 
was la that conditiooT 

Anawtr. Yea, sir. 

Question. Was he what you would term an outlaw T 

Ansteer. At present be is, but he baa hia friends who will protect him, give him means, 
and give him information. I should dislike very much iuueed to be sent to arrest Luke 
Lot. 

QueaiUin. I should think so decidedly, from the description you have given of him. 

An)v>er. Because if I bad only that one there to contend with it would be all right, 
but I would not know who in the neigbborbood to speak to. 

Questien. Who would assist yoiit 

Answer. No, eir ; no matter what the standing of the man was I would keep my 
mouth shut. 

QueatioD. Was the fiict of bis residing in that county known to the authorities? 

A-nsu>er. 1 tbink be first wont back claudestiDely, but recentl;/ he has been a little 
bolder. 

Qac^ion. You say ho is a farmer t 

A«Biver. Yes, sir. 

QuealUm. Are bis farming operations interfered with at all by this manner of lifoT 

Answer. I do not know, but I think be is now a poor man. 

Question. I should suppose that tbe steady labor required of a farmer would be inter- 
fered with by this manner of life. 

Ansurer. I tbink so, Moatof the people in that vicinity have had their cropsdrowued 
out by freshets and heavy rains. 

QueslioH. When Fleiscbinan was killed was he robbed? 

Anawer. I do noCknow; there never was any doubt in my mind aa to the reason 
of it. 

Question. Do you know of a young lady of the naroe of Miss WjiClellau being killed 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State the circumstances. 

Ansuier. I will state them as I have beaid them. 

Questiott. You have stated tlie others as you have beard them! 

Ansiner. Yes, sir ; aud as I believe they are. At tbe hotel, after tea, Mr. McClellan, 
a, lawyer there, his daughter, and some other parties, were on tbe stoop ; a man that 
is probably one of tbe most wealthy men in Jackson County was there also — Mr. 
Coker — who is repi'eeented as supporting Barnes and that class of men. His character 
is of that kind, even with partiea who are democrats, and know him well. Tbey speak 
of bim in that way ; they say that all is not false that is reported of him in supporting 
those men, that there is some trntb in it. They say they have interfered with him a 
great deal; that tbe amount of taxation upon him for that purpose has reduced him a 
great deal ; that he is not so wealthy as he was. 

Qaeatwn, Because of supportiug these men ! 

Anatcer. Yes, sir; that is wliat I have beard. He was on the stoop with the otbera. 
I nnderstood that they beard some parties on tbe street, and that tbey supposed there 
was a colored man there who was a constable, a man of the name of Calviu Kogers. 
McCleliau stud that he recognized his voice giving the comuiaud to lire. The impres- 
sion is that they intended to kill Coker, but, by accident, Miss McClellan was lulled 
and her father wounded. 

QueslioH. Coker was not burtf 

Anawer. No, air. Afterward the citizens turned out and would have Calvin Rogers. 
Tbey did not get any warrant issued for bim. The clerk of the CJiirt tried to get them 
to have a warrant, aud to do things in a legal manner, but tbey refused. 
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Qii^tioit. Who was tbo dork! 

Jnewer. Mr. Dickineoti, who was nmnlcr&i. Hf said ho did aH hu etiiild to got them 
to proceed iu a JokoI maouer, for he di<l nut ):]]a\v at Tchat. uiomoat it might he' hia 
turn. They wonldnotdo aoy such thiiig. 'i'Jiouioat prumicent citizens of Matiaiina 
pursued tlie same coutHO. 

Question. The eitmo course as DickioBOD T 

Atmcer. No, sir ; the aame course of those who took the constahle who was accused 
of ninrdBriujf Hiss MoClellan. They went in au unlawful way, aa a mob or vifjiliuioe 
committee, ami took him, and would not take out any warrant. There vrere two other 
black men sasiiecteil of bein)' implicated in the miiiiler of Miss McClellan, or of being 
friends of llogers. They took them and ordei'ed Ihein to go with them oud search for 
Calvin Hogei's. The men refused to kd, and lliey insisted upon their going. They 
said they iT»iited to get their arms. Tlieso {leoph: said to them, " No,, gu as yon are, 
you don't want any anns." They went ont of Muriaunu in company with tlieso men. 
After they got ont a piece these two black men weiD oiilered to go ahcod, and they did 
BO ; and when they got olf a piece fnim the other x'aity they were ficud ou ; one was 
killed outright, and the other was wounded, but made his escaiie. There has tievur 
been any person airested for any of these murders, or punished tor any murders com- 
mitted there. 

QuestioH. What became of Calvin Eogerst 

Atmoer. Howasafterward taken and tilled; when thejcanght him they killed him. 

QaestioH. What was his office? 

Anstner. He was constable. 

Qneatiou. That is the only elective office in the county T 

Anaiver. Yes, sir. 

Qut»tion. He was elected by a vote of the people? 

jlnsitier. Yea, sir. ■ . 

Queatiim. He was the man whom Colonel McClellan heaid giving the order to fire t 

Annver. He said he heard his voice. 

QvestiOTi. When was this t 

AnatBet: In the dusk of the evening. 

QuesUoti. There was a number of negroes in a body who approaehed the hotel T 

Ansjuer. I heard there were only two. The county is only across the river icoin me, 
and the affairs iu that county have been such~— 

QueMimi. Have you any knowledge, in the same way that you have obtained the 
rest of your knowledge, by information from others — I understand you are not yonrsell 
cognisant of the fjucts 1 

Anawer. No, sir, 

Qimtion. Have you any knowledge of the arrest of young ladies in the town ol 
Marianna by order of Major I'urman or others comiecte<l witli the Freedmen'a Bureau, 
and of fastening them np in smoke-boDses and plaeea of that kind I 

Anfwer. I never heard of their arrest ; I heaiil they were ordered to appear. They 
pnlled the flowers or deseornted the graves of Union soldiers that were buried there. 
Some persons friendly to their memory had planted flowers on the graves of the Union 
soldiers. Some ladies, whose names I do not remember, on Memorial Day, had pulled 
up the plants or flowers on the graves of the Union soldiers and decorated the graves 
of confederate soldiers with them. I do not know whether it was Major Piirman or 
Captain Hamilton who gave the order, but they were ojdered to appear liefore those 
two gentlemen at their office. They came there, and I am.aatislied that they were 
never locked u* When thev camo to the office and appeared before those gentlemen 
they were closely veiled. They wore requested- by the officers to raise their veils so 
that they might he recognized, and they complained of that a great deal. I never 
heard of their being put under airest. 

Question., You never heard of young la<lies In that town being locked up in a meat- 
house or smoke-house for the offense of singing songs of a southern character I 

Anawer. No, sir; I never heard that, and 1 thought I had heard all the bad things 
that could be said of those two officers, but I never heard that. I have heard of men 
being locked up who, in settling acconnts with the frecdmen, would not carry ont their 
contracts according to the law, and they were put in a smoke-honse, as there was no 
other place to put them in ; I have heard that imarse. 

QuefHim. That was in eases couoeruiug contracts f 

Anawer. Yes, sir. I have heard, and Ibelieve it to be true, that they arrested them 
and kept them under arrest, and compelled the enforcement of some contracts with the 
fceedmen. 

Question. You spoko of the employes of a railroad company being men of a certain 
party — members of tlio democratic party. Who was the presidont'of that road % 

Answer. Mr. Houston. 

QuealUm. "Who is the president of the road now ! 

AnamtT. General Littlelield. 

Qa^tloa, He is a prominent member of the republican party T 
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Ai^ii:er. I take it be is. 

.QiieslMin. You apoko of a democratic club that Mr. Williams and otlier gCLtlemea 
t61d yon tbey belonged to T 

AMwer. Tea, sir. 

Question. There is uotliing secret in the membersliip of that clab! 

A«g«>er. I do not know aliout the secrecy of the membership ; they told me that tliey 
belong to such a club. 

Qaeatlim. They have spoken of it openly ! 

Jnmner. Tes, sit; since this inTeatigation began ; but the objects of it aie secret. 

QtUBtion. Have yon not yourself seen companies come into the polls ? 

Jbmbw. People voting T 

Que»tion. No ; meu coming to the polls as members of these clubs as democrats 1 

Aitewer. No, sir, 

Qnestimt. To« are not aware of that fact? 

Angiaei: No, air. 

Que^ion. When was the Lincoln Brotherhood formed T 

Amieer. I do not know of my own knowledge, but I think it vraa formed in 1867 or 

Question. Is it still in existence f 
^«»i«er, I think it was merged in the Union League. 
QuesSon. Was it composed of black people solely ? 
Ansiver. I think not. 

Question. It was composed of blacks and whitest 
Anmtier. Yes, sir ; of republioaiia. 
gMesfioB. Was it an oath-bonnd association ? 
AnsHier. I do not know. 

Questioa. Yon ate not a member of it yonrself f 
Jngwer. No, sir. 

Question. Do yon know whether or not they were bound by an oath ! 
Ansarer. I do not know anything of the kind. I presume it waa a secret association. 
QiiealiOH. Do you know whether it extended throughout the State f 
Jinsuier. I do not know, but I presume it did, and I think all through the Southern 
Stat«8, and I do not know but all throngli the Union. 

By Mr. La^sino : 

QuatHott. What has become of this man Barnes ! 

Aiweer. He is now living near Marianna. lie was shot in a drunken row with one of 
his fellows while oard-playiu^. He waa brought over to Macianua and taken tho 
kindest care of by the best citizens there ; the most eminent people in the place at- 
tended to bim. 

Queslimt. Do yon meau the beet citizona and moat prominent citizens t 

Answer. I mean wealthy men, men of means and of high standing, 

Qaesiwwi. In that class of men are included those who sympathize with Earnest 

^j!»i«er. Yes, sir. 

Question. And with Mb conduct T 

Jnswer. It appears so, yea ; they speak of Barnes as a very chiv.ilric, fine fellow. 

Qfseation. la he permanently injured by this wound ! 

Jnmotr. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that he is not as active as he was ? 

Answer. No, sir; the ball passed above the knee, and now one leg is shorter than the 
other. He ba<l the man so close to him that he could not shoot him directly, and lie 
bad to direct Ms fire at him as well as he could, and flro down diagonally through his 
thigh. It was Newton Williams that <iid it. 

By Mr. Batabd : 

Question. The one who ahot him ! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and it would have been a juercy had they killed each other. 

By Mr. Lansino : 

Question. As I understand from your statement, yonr guard did not find him at this 
house where he liad this liaison ? 

Aitstver. He did not go there. 

QmwHom. They never afterwards met him there 1 

Antwer. No, sir : he took good oavo nut to go there afterward. 

Question. How fai' from where Barnes lived was this honse ! 

Ansicer. I do not know where he was living; he would come and go, and nobody 
would know where ho went or what bo did, unless itwas his own immediate friends. 

Quesiiwi. As yon understand, he discontinued bis visits to that houee I 

Ansicer. After that, yes, sir. 
13 G 
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Bj the Chairsias ; 
Queation. I nnderstand you to say that the only complaint of bad treatment toward 
t^e young ladies, as the; were called, that yon have heard of, waa that whe-.i tliey came 
before tlm offloera they were required to remove their veils f 
Atisicer. They were asked to raise their veils. 

QueBlion. And that was reKarded . 

Answer. Am a terrible insuTt offered to a southern lady by a Bureau officer, 
Qaealion. Was that made a subject of accnsatlou in the newspapers 1 
Ansmer. I did not seeitin the newspapers, but 1 heard it ftom i)eople of both parties, 
rhereiaacircnmatauceliiowremember; Atameeting in Jackson Comity, iuMarianna, 
last immediately previoas to the last election, Major Purmou, Jlr. Hamilton, Mr. Gibbs, 
Mr. Tore, ajnstleeof the peace in Tallahassee, were at the meetiug. On their retnwi, 
they stopped at my place, and told rue. about the prooeedings at that mxjetinjr ; while 
they were there, one of the engineer corps, who had been (Towu to the Choctawnatchee, 
Lee Bntler, c.tlledmeoutonthe road, and said, " See here, those fellows are never goini^ 
to get out.of Marianna." laaid, "Why not!" He said, "I kuotrtheyarenot;! woald 
have told them, butlwasnot intimate enough with them to speak to them,aud they might 
have thought I was sticking my oar in where I had no business io." I asked him how 
he knew this, and he said that lie had heard in Marianua that they were determined 
to kill those two men ; that they should never get out of that county alive. Said he, 
" I had to leave and get out of that, and before I had got a half a mile a man jumped 
out of a dit«h and canght my horse by the bend ; t asked htm what lie meant, and he 
asked who I was ; I told him it was none of his damned business ; to let my horse go. 
A man in the brush close by the ditch said, 'He isallright; let him go.' That showed 
that the roads were picketed." Butler is a very gallant, nice young fellow, I think a 
man of strict honor anfi integrity. 

Queatitm. You spoke of two negroeswho, theeveniugthat Miss MeClellau waa shot, 
were taken out to nnnt tor Bc^rs. 
Answer. After the murder 1 
Qaesiwn. Tea ; I understood yon tt 
on a little piece, they were shot, one 
Annteer. Yea, sir. 

Qve^liaa. Were those the negroes charged to have been with Rogers at tlve time of 
the shootina f 

Anaieer. Not with him at the time of the shooting, but with being iutimute friends 
of his, sympathizing with hun. 
QuestioB. That waa the charge against those men ' 
Aitev/a: Yes, sir. 

Qutsiion. What had they against the people who were going out on a picnic ! 
Anaieer. I do not know what they had against them; aslheardit, it wasrcpveseuted 
that Rogers was one of the party. 

QueslUin. One of the party going to the picnic 1 
Answer. Yea, sir. 

QueBtioit. And they shot a man and his little cbUd and killed them both f 
Angicer. Yes, sir ; and I do not know how many wore wonnded. 
QuealUm. There were others wonnded f 

Anmter. I do not remember how many ; this other, heing such a horrible thing; re- 
mained in my memory better than the otlier circumstance. 
Questidii. Has there been any attempt made to hunt out the offenders ! 
Anawer. Dickinson organized a party and followed some tracks, but they did not 
amount to anything. 

QueatUitt. Mr. Fleischman told you that, in his indignation, he said that if negroes were 
to be treated in that way, then for every black man killed there ought to be three 
white men killed* 

AnaiBer. Ho said he said so. 

Question. And for that they were hostile to him ! 

Ansme): He said that he was sent for, and went to a certain house and found some 
gentlemen there who said he must leave the county ; that he told them he conld not 
go; that his Interests were all there and he could not leave ; that they said they would 
^ve htm till a certain time—till 5 o'clock that eveuing. He did not go away, and 
thw came down to his store and took liim away. 
Qv^aUon. Did he say who those gentlemen were 1 
AnsiDer. Yee, sir. 
Question. Who were they ? 

Ansvier, I do not remember their names now ; 1 tliiuk I liavo them at home. 
Question. Was Coker one of them ! 

Awgwer. No, sir, I think not ; I think their names are given by Dickinson in a mcm- 
orandnm kept by him, that I got among his private papers. 

Quealion. How long previous to these tranaactious had the Freedmeo's Bureau been 
there, aaid when waa tliis occurrence of sending tor those young ladies i 
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Hamilton ancl Furman. 

Question. Mr. Bamiltuu hod beeu Id Cougreas ! 

Answer. Yes, sit. After the murder of Diokiuson, Judge Basil told parties wlm were 
there that it was no use to send people there to follow up this thing, for they ivonld 
all he murdered, every one of tUem ; that they must have their own people there; 
tbat that is nhat the people there awd. 

Queefiou. Was not Doctor FinlayBon one of their own people ? 

Amicer. No, sir ; they do not recognize a man of that kind as one of their own 
people. 

Queetitm. Was he not a native of Florida 1 

Aneirei: Well, we have here what are known as " scallawags, carpet-baggers, ;ind 
niggers." 

Question. By " their own people," they aneaa democrats ? 

An»Ker. Yes, sir ; and when they nominated people ia that county for the governor 
to choose from, every one of those they nominated ivere democrats, ftom whom be was 
obliged to select a county clerk and a sheriff. The last sheriff that was there left &om 
intimidation; two clerks of the court have been murdered. Then tbo citizens came 
together, called a meeting, and selected a certaiu number of names, all democrats, ftont 
which the clerk should be selected, and a certain number of names, all democrats, 
from which the sheriff should be selected, and tbey said to the governor, "Appoint one 
of these, and we will he satisfied." He did appoiut from those very men a clerk andn 
sheriff. 

Queefion. What is the relative proportion of republicans and democrats in that 
county t 

^Bsieer. The last election woold indicate that it was very close; hut the fact is, that 
the republican party ia largely in the majority. 

Quealimi. How largely? 

Jiidwe*-. I think tliat when Hamilton was elected, it was over two-thirds majority 
for the republicans. 

Qjiestiim. Those gentlemen insist that the m^ority shall submit to the minority t 

Amwer. Yes, air. 

QutiUon. That the minority shall have the offices and control affairs there? 

Ansacr. Tes, sir; they say they are the owners of the property, that they belong 
there, that they are the parties who pay the tases, and that negroes, and scallawags, 
and carpet-baggers must not come tliere for office ; that they are the owners of the 
soil, and they are the parties who are responsible. 

Question. What is the feeling of tliose people toward the United States Goverumeut, 
80 far as you have had any opportunity of seeing it manifested ! 

Ansuier. I think from aU. 1 know, and 1 have heard parties say so, that they would 

f refer a monarchy to the Govemmentof the United States. From what I have heard, 
think that if the people were allowed to vote and maJco a choice between the pres- 
ent administration and a monarchy, they would vote in favor of a monarchy. 
QneeiioTt. What people do yon mean 1 

Ansaer. I mean the democratic party — the sonthem people here. Some of them 
speak that very plainly. One man aays he would sooner have a king nnyhow ; that be 
is not in fevoi of a republic ; that he would sooner have the King of Dahomey — a one- 
mau governmout. 

By Mr. Bayard : 
Qneation. They prefer a monarchy to the State government that fboy have here? 
Ansit-er. No, air; Ian) speaking of the United Statea, Govern luimt. 



.B, Florida, Xoctialsr 13, 1571. 

LEMUEL WILSON sworn and examined. 
By the Chaikman : 

Qaeslioii. State your age, ivhere yon were bom, where you now reside, and what 
offieia] poaition yon occupy at present, if any. 

Answer. I am flfty-five years old ; I was bom in North Carolina, aud now reside in 
Florida. My family are in Alachua County, but I have been at Tallahassee for the 
last four mouths. I am at present receiver of public moneys in the Jaud-offi-Le at 
Tallahassee. 

Question. Under the Government of the United States ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeeti<nt. How long have yon lived in Alachua County I 
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Answer. Over thirty years. 

QutuHoii, Have you any people in your county tliat are coromoaly spoken of as 
Ku-Elux? 

Answer. Not to my own personal knowledge. 

Qaesiiim. Are there any there iroui information that you deem to be creclible ? 

Answer. No; none from any information that I Lave. 

^estion. You bave no information on the subject t 

JiiMoer. Ko, sir, not as to the esisteuce of sn organization of that name, or any 
other, except political organizations. 

Qscstioa. Is not the Ku-Klnx understood to be a political organization t 

Anaiver. I do not know ; in my opinion it is a lawless organization. Well, I suppose 
it is for political purposes ; tbat I have understood ; that is my impression — that it is 
for political purposes, to affect politics. 

QueB^on. Wliat is the feeling among your people there in reference to the Ku-Klus 
bill that passed Congress last spring} 

AnevxD'. All that 1 have heard speak of it are very mnch opposed to it ; that is, all 
onteide of the republican party. 

Qaealion,. What objection have they to it ! 

AnsvmT. Well, they denounce it as being an oppression, and as subverting the prin- 
ciples of republican government. 

Queaiion. In what do they altetre the oppreesioit consists ! 

Jnsaier. Well, I have heard considerable talk about the matter. They say it is a 
subversion of the principles of republican government, of tlio rights of the people, 
and a centralization of power in the hands of the General Government. 

QueaUon. Do they intimate that they waat to do anything forbidden by that law! 

Ansieer. Not that I am aware of. 

Question. Do they deny the existence of such oiganizations in tho country as are 
aimed at by the billt 

Angwer. O, yes, sir ; I have never heard any one admit it. 

QWstion. Thej[ deny there is any such thing? 

Jneww. Thatis, the whites generally deny it. 

Qwstton. If that isso, the Ku-Klus bill would not do anybody any harm? 

AiigKBT. No ; I am not afraid of the Ku-Klux bill. 

QuesUon. Wbat is the feeling toward the colored people of the same persons who 
denounce tho Ku-Klux bill? 

A«»ieer. Well, there has been considerable opposition to the rights of the colored 
man, political rights more especially, and to some of the civil rights, if among those 
are iuclnded tho right to sit upon juries and to testify in court ; but that, to a consid- 
erable ext«nt, is wearing off. 

Quealion. The feeling in that regard is not so bitter as it was E 

Jmsibw. I think not. I hear gentlemen say now, who I do not think would have 
said BO two years ago, that they think the negro ought to have civil and political 
rights ; that he ought to vote ; and I have heard some gentlemen say that they thought 
he ought to hold office. They base their opposition on the ground of ignorance. 

Quellioo. There are a great many ignorant white people, are there not? 

Aneicer. Tes. there are. 

QuBsHon. Is the objection meant to be as sweeping as the ignorance ? 

Answer. No ; I never heard anything said about ignorance iwforo tho negro came to 

Question. What is their feeling toward white republicans, if you have any such ? 

Atiairer. I am known asa republican myself; I have never concealed it; I have 
.always acteil with that party ; 1 have been pretty open in tho expression of my 
opinions, I have nothing to complain of in their treatment of me. But I know there 
has been coBsiderabJo social ostracism of republlcaus ; Ithinkit is getting less aud 

Question. I suppose your position is such that social ostracism would not amount to 
a great deal ? 

Answer. I do not 

Question. Well, j 
many years, 

An»wer. Yes, sir. 

Qwstiim. You are not dependent upon these people for society I 

Answer. I tbink we are aR dependent, more or less, upon each other for social Inter- 
course ; I always feel better when I can be agreeably met and treated in society. 

Question. How tiave the black people in that county lieen treated, in respect to the ir 
safety of person and property ? 

Answer. Well, I am free to say that the lives of colored persons have not been suffi- 
ciently regarded ; there has been too much of a wanton disregard of human life in con- 
nection With the negro. 

QweslioH. Have there been cases of homicide there ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir; a great many eases. 
Qiitstion. Auy cases of whipping and scourging 1 

AmBiBer. I know nothing of the whipping ; I have only heard o£ the homicides coiu- 
luitted there. 

QaeMon. Haye yon had anybody brought to trial and punished for violating their 
rights 1 
AasKer. Tes, sir; there have heen some, 

QtKsUon. Have there been any white men convicted and punished for these liomicidos ! 
Amiver. No, sir, none that I know of convicted; there have been some tried. 
QuesHon. Do you think yon. conld couTict and punish a white man in your county ta 
the extent of the law for killing a colored man f 

AnsKer. I wDl tell you my opinion, that I have espressed everywhere among our 
people ; it is, that I believe that a negro's rights— bis rights of propertj;— would lie se- 
cure before a jury ; that a jury of our nonntry would grant Iiirn perfect rights iu a court 
of law iu a matter of property; but m criminal matters I do not think they would. 
I thint it is a difBoalt matter tii convict a white man of murder for killing a negro ; I 
am sorry to say it, but that is my opinion. 

Queatioji. On tlie other hand, is there great facility iu convicting a negro fur any al- 
leged offense against a white man f 
Answer Yes, sir ; I think bo wonld have to be entirely innocent to be cleared. 
Queehon He would have to make his innocence manifest boyoud contradiction 1 
AM'Wfr Yea, sir. 

Qwesttoji Do you know anything ahont the killing of a man by the name of Lucy ! 
Answer Only from what has been written to me. 
Quealton Where was he killed, and when f 

AHiwer At Hewmansville ; I should suppose about a mouth ago. 
Qae»tu>n What was hia occupation f 
Aasaxr He was a merchant. 

(JuesfiOB. What is assigned or understood to be tbe cause of fiis being killed? 
Answer 1 have not been there ; I got a letter from bis wife, who is a niece of nd:io, 
merely statinK thofact. She did not assign any cause. I knew the mau who was al- 
leged to haveTciiied him. 

Qiie$tiou Who and what is he t 

insiver He was a young man who had grownup in the neighborhood; his namcwna 
Mood) — a very 'wanton, niuiderous sort of a man. I think he was a murderer at heart, 
anyhow , he was regarded as a dangerous man. 
Queshon Had he nnd any difficulty with Lucy T 

jBsiiifr No, sir, I have not learned of any. Lucy's wife wrote me that she thought 
he sought a pretest to kill him. Thero was no sufBcient cause for Ms conduct in the ' 
killing; aprotest seems to have been songhl-for killing him. 
QHtetioH. Youmust havesomeideaof whathe wanted to kill him for. 
Ansieer. I will tell you the position I think he occupied in the community : Lucy was 
a Jew, and I think he was in great favor with the uegroeB. He got a great deal of 
trade from the negroes, and, perhaps, was rather popular with the negroes. I have 
heard it said that Lucy was a repablican, but I have never heard him say anytbing 
about it; if he was a republican, he was not very active. I do not know that he took 
auy interest in the elections. 

Question. He was a friend of the colored people, and had their confidence and trade 
very largely t 
AnsKer. Yes, sir. 

QuesUon. Has the man who slew him been arrested t 
Answer. I have not heard of his arrest. 

Queslion. Have any movements been made for punishing the crime ! 
Ausiper. Not that I am aworbof. I have not been in the county since the murder was 
committed. The man who slew him waa tried for hia life before that for another mur- 
der, which was another wanton act. 
Qacalion. Whom did he kilt before? 

Answer. Ho had killed a negro, or waa charged with it ; I have no doubt he waa 
among a party of four who did it. I think tbe grand jury had found a bill against 
some six or more, but there were four who were tried at Gainesville, and this man 
Moody among the number. He had the reputation of being a dangerous man iu the 
community. 
Question. How long previous had the killing of tho negro taken place ! 
Anmer. Two years Wore, I suppose. 
QtiesUon. And ne waa acquitted f 
Arnteer. Yea, air. 

Queslion. Were all the parties who wore tried acquitted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and I take it upon me to say that I do not believe they should 
have been acquitted ; they may not have been fonnd guilty of murder, but I do not 
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think if it had beou a white boy who was killed under the same eireumstaiioes, they 
irould have gone Itee as the^ did. It was an outrage ; there is no doubt about it. 
QaeatUm. What were the circumstances of the killing f 

Amwer. A uegro in Heruando County, whose name I do not remember, It seems killed 
another negro, and fled from Hernando County into some other county, and was there 
arrested by some four men, whether in purananoe of any warrant or not I never heard. 
He was being carried back to Heruando County; the import that I beard was, tlutt he 
shot and killed two of his captors who had him in charge. Night overtook them, and 
they encamped somewhere ; while encamped at night it was ^oged he had shot two 
of the white men; I have learned that one of the parties died. It seems that he made 
his escape Irom his captors, and then the sbei'iff of Hernando County got after him, 
and tracked him toward Alachua County. When he got to a place called Aruher, a 
station oa the Florida Kailtoad, they there learned that he had stopped there, and waf 
going to a half-brother of his by the name of Harry Harold, near Newnansville. He 
was a mulatto man, formerly a slave, an excellent mau then, and I regard him a 
good man now. He was foreman for his master on a la^ plantation. The sheriff 
and a posse of some five or six men were in pnrsnit of him. They learned at Archer 
that he had stopped there, and said he was going to Newnansville, to his half- 
brother's. They followed on after the man, but before they got to Newnansville they 
stopped at the house of a planter there and made known their business. He sent into 
town for a man who had l>eeu acting as deputy elieriff, and who was pretty generally 
acquainted throughout the country, to come out there and see him. He went there, 
and was informed of what theae men were after ; that the sheriff of Heruando County 
was in pnrsuit of a murderer, and that he had lieard he was going to his half-brother's, 
and he was asked to direct him. I think he was not deputy sheriff at the time; I 
think his authority had been withdrawn. He consented to go with theiu, and the 
party started tbrongh Newuaasviile, where they got another little posse of five or six 
men, making altogether something like twelve or fourteen men. They went to Harry 
Harold's house, who lives some six or seven miles beyond NeVuansvUle, and 
surrounded the house in the night-time, with the expectation that the murderer was 
there. It seems, however, that they had got ahead oi the murderer ; he was not there. 
They surrounded the house and remained there awhile, until the dog discovered theui 
and gave some alarm, and then it was proposed that they should all rash in, surround 
the house, aud prevent the murderer's escape. They did bo, as the witoessos testified, 
firing off pistols and guns, and creating a very great alarm ; the negro man Harry was 
very mnoh alarmed, as was also his fiiraily. They were in great distress, and he com- 
menced to cry. He recognized the voice of one of the men, and said to him, " Massa, 
for God's sake, what have we done T Are yon goiug t« kill ns all V Aocording to my 
recollection of his testimony, the nien said, " Como out here, God damu you ; we intend 
to kill the lost one of you, one by one; come out." The wife of the man commenced 
to pray, and I thiuk the witnesses testified that they said, " 0, damn you, it is too late 
to pray now ; yon should have prayed before." In the excitement, a son of the man, 
who it seems was sleeping iu the adjoining shed-room, rushedfrom the house, doubtless 
to save his life, supposing they were all to be killed. As he did so, he was shot down 
within some fifteen or twenty yards of the house. 
Question. And killed 1 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How old was bet 

Jnswer. I am told he was about fifteen years old. 
SBesiion. It was for that killing that they were tried ? 

Angwei: Yea, sir. One of them went up to the body, and said, " Novi, boys, you have 
played hell; yoa have killed one of old Harry's boys." I think tliey thought it was 
the murderer who had fled. 

QuesHoa, Did they do anything more ! 

Ansuter. I do not know that there was anything else they did. I think the negro 
stated tliat they w^eut off without affording him any assistance, aud I think ho stated 
that he and his wife were not permitted to go to his son until after they left. Tlicy 
either testified to that or told me that, I have forgotten which. 

Question, Did you know Mr. Dickinson, who was killed in Jaekaon County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. Permit me to state a little further in regard to that other matter. 
I thought that a very great outrage. I disagreed with the jury. I believe there is now 
a law of the country iti regard to murder <rf the firat, second, and thii-d de™es, and 
perhaps manslaughter in the iirst, second, and third degrees. I was surpris^ that the 
jury did not find the party guUty of anything. I regMiied it as a very great outrage. 
I felt as though, if it liad been my eon, I should have wanted to kUl the last man who 
had any connection with it. 

QMStioH. Yoa knew Mr. Dickinson t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What sort of a man was he f 

Jxeicer. I regarded him aaavery excellent mau. I w.is very much pleased ivithhim. 
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I bad met biui ouly odco ; tliat is to say, I w:is with liim at Tiillabasaee at one time for 
several days, perhaps a week or two, during the first organization of the Stat* gov- 



QaestU/n. Wliat hod they i^ainat him, that they ahoulct want to Icill him! 

J,iieioer. I could not learn that they had anything agajust lum ; tliat ia to say, any- 
thing personal. He was a gentleman of very mild manners, and I waa very much 
plealed with the mail myself. At the time I wns assessor of mtemat revenue here, 
and I Lad appoiuted what was known as a aoathern loyalist iu that section of th<^ 
conntry as one of my assistants. I had heen afterward informed that lie was not 
likely to prove competent to discharge the duties, and, meeting Captain DickiDSon at 
Tnllahassee, I mentmned the fact to liini that I heard he w.is out of employment. Ho 
had heen engi^ed in the lumber busiuesa after the aurreuder, and hod not succeeded 
in it. I asked liim what he waa doing. He aaid, " Nothing." I then remavkod to hlni 
that I had made an appointment, hut I did not know whether the party waa compo- 
teut ; that it bad heen suggested to me that he waa not ; and I asked him if lie would 
accept the appointment of assistant assessor in case the other gentleman sliould jirovo 
incompetent. He said he would very gladly accept the appoiatmeut, as Lo had nothiu<r 
to do, Out ho did not wiint any pei'son displaced for him, especially a southern Union- 
ist. His whole demeanor made the impression upon my mind that ha was a very fair, 
excellently disposed man. He did not want any person displaced to make way lor 
him — would not accept the office on such terms. I told him I did not propose to re- 
move this man unless he should prove incompetent. He said if that was so, and 1 
should decide to remove him, he would he glad to have the situation. The impressiou 
he made upon mo at the time was that he waa a very esceUent, clever man ; that was 
his reputation at liis death. 

Qaealimi. After he was dead, did you lioar anybody allege anjtliiiig against him, ex- 
cept hia political opinions, that ahonid have caused his death ) 

Ansmer, No, sir ; he waa well spoken of. 
By Mr. Bayard : 

Qacetion What ia fie name of thia young man who murdered your aeicii's husband? 

Anmier Joe Moody. 

Qaeatioii He was a violent and desperate sort of a, character? 

'tasiDer Yes, sir ; he was a lawless sort of a man any way. 

Qaeatwn Waa he a drinking man T 

.Inswer Not what yon wouM call an habitual drunkard ; hut he drank sometimes. 

Qaestum Had he had any previous collision at all with Mr. Lncy J 

Answer Not that I am aware of. I have not been living thsre for some considerable 

Question You knew nothing of their personal relations ? 

Qaestum What time of the day did he kill him t 

Ansuier I do not know j it waa in the day-time, I presume. 

QuestMn Do you know anything about the circumstances, whether it was a personal 
encounter, or what ? 

Ansuter What is 

Quesfion Anger between the two men t 

JnOTBCr. His wife wrote me that this man Moody had gone in and asked for his ac- 
connt ; that the clerk presented the account, and Moo<ly said, " I didn't ask your clerk 
for my account; I asked you for it, and I want yon to road it out aloud." Thereupon 
Mr. Lncy drew a little nearer to him, and road over bis account to liim. Amoiig the 
items waa a paper of taeks, perhaps, and a few crackers. He disputed the account and 
swore ahont it, and said he did not get those things, or something to that effect. Mi'. 
Lucy replied to him that he must have got them, that they were chained to him, not 
in his hand- writing, bat in, the hand-writing of tlie clerk. Thereupon Moody drew his 
pistol and iired at him; and my recollection is, that on the first fire he missed him. 
Lucy then ran out of the house, and this man Moody pursued him, and as Lucy ran he 
turned to look behind him, and the man shot him in the eye with a pistol. 

Queiiion. Has he heen arrested ? 

Ansam: I think not. 

Qnestion. What has become of him ! 

Anmver. I do not know. 

QuesSon. Do yon know whether he has left the county or State T 

Anamer. 1 do not know ; I do not know anything of him at all since then. 

QKotion. Yon do not know whether he ia in jail or not I 

Amwer, I am satisfied he is not in Jail, and has not heen arrested, for I should have 
heard of it. 

Quentloa. Yon do not know whether he is there or not T 

AnsKer. I do not. 

Queation. Who la the judge of that county ! 
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Answer Williim Edwards? 

Qamttan Agooil maut 

liMNMr A \pry good mau. 

Question Appointed by Governor Eeed t 

influwr Yfis &ir. 

Qae»t%o« Who 18 the prosecuting attorney T 

Atn«.er General Bimey. 

Qaeatwn A good man I 

^MSicei Tpi eir. 

Qaeshon Ii ho an appointee of Governor Eeedf 

An»«er Yes 8ir. 

QuesiioB Hns any eonrt met since tils murder ! 

AnawsF No sir. 

Qutatioa Who are the jnstices of the peace of that county f 

Anmier Well now, you are ft little too hard for ine ; I do not know. 

Qaeahot Arethey black men ot white men! 

Anmvei I think there were two white men at Gainesville, hut I am not prepared to 
ansnei the questloD as to the justices of the peace. 

Qaeation rhev are the appointees of the governor, all of theiof 

Answer Ithink the governor appoints allthe justices of the peace. 

QaeaU,on. You say Moody was a violent, desperate sort of a character ; reokleas of 
hum an life T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QiMstion. And had heen tried previously? 

Av»»)er, Yes, eir. 

Qaestiim. And that case aroae out of a black mau slaying another black man and es- 
' "■"' -"^^ — ' — "'" e pursuing Trim, 3ud they came up, as they 



.'. They went to bia brother's house, where they supposed ho was. 

QaesUon. This was in the night-time ! 
A«»«ier. Yes, sir. 

QaeaUon. And some one, escaping in the dark, waa killed by the posse ! 
Answer. Yes, sir ; it ivaa a boy who was killed. 
QmaUon. Tiiey suppoaed it was u man they were after f 

Answer. I do not Know what they supposed; I think it was a wanton diaregard of 
life. 

Question. Wasit alleged in their behalf before the jury that they thought the person 
who was escaping at night was the person tiiey were after? 
A^mttr. Yes, sir ; that was tho evidence. 

Question. For that, this man Moody and others were tried and acijuittod t 
Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. You think they should have had some punishment t 

Answer. I thought it was a wanton disregard of life that would not have been oshib- 
ited in regard to a white man. 

Qnmllon. The sheriff was tliere at the time with a posse f 

Answer. Yes, sir, the sheriff of Hernando Coanty and a man who had heen actmg as 
deputy sheritf in the other countj'. 
Questkm. The aheriffs are appointed by the governor' 
Answer. Yes, air; hut the posses are nut. 
QaesUon. The posses were persons whom the sheriff chose t 
Answer. Tcs, sir. 

Question. The sheriff selects his own posse t 
Answer. Yes, air. 

QueslUm. You say that Lney was a man who took littlo or no part in politics ? 
Antiaer. Not that I am aware of; I never was much about Newnansville. 
QuestUin. Do yon know what his politics were ? 

Answer. I heard that he was a rcpnbljean, and that he voted the republican ticket if 
he voted at all. 

QmstUm. And took little part in politics? 
Answer. No, sir ; T think not. 
QueaHon. How old is Moody I 

Answer. I should suppose somewhere about twcuty-iive or twenty-sis. 
QhpsHoti. Kather a dissolute sort of person! 

Ansvier. No ; he was not a drinking man — a man in tho Iiabit of getting drunk : some- 
times he would perhaps get under the influence of liquor; I have no doubt he did. 
QaesUmi. Ho was recognized aa a violent, dangerous man in the community ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Were you present at the trial of the four men furlciliiog the u<^gro T 
Amvcer. Yes, sir; piwt of the time. 
Question. How wasthatjnry composed t 
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Answer, I think there were nine white m 

QaesHon. Tlie coart was presided o' 

Amtcer. Tea, sir. 

Question. He conducted the trial f 

Ansaier, Yes, aii. 

Queslion. Youijuries in that connty aremised black and white? 

Ansieer. Freqneatly they are mixetl. 

Question, What is the proportion of the two oolora in that county of Alaichiia t 

Ansaer. I do not know; I think it is supposed there is a majority of negroes in tlie 
ooimty. 

Qaeetian. Mote negroes than whites 1 

Ansujer. I think so. , 

Qu^tlon. Whorepresentsit in the legislature T 

Answer. There is a gentleman by the name of Deniis who represents that county 
and the adjoining county in the senate, and Mr. Black and some one else in the house. 

Qaeslion. Are they white or black men ? 

Answer. I think they are black, but I am not certain. 

Question. Tou voted for them t 

Ansuier. IdonotthinkI voted at the county election; I was not entitled to vote at 
(he county election ; I had not been there long enough. 
By the Chairman : 

Qiitstion. Do yon know anything abont the attack majlo on Genera,! Birney some 

Amwer. I was not present at the attack, bnt I was on the grand jury, and heard the 
testimony in the case. 

Question. What was the cbaract^r of that attack ! 

Angieer. It was for political reasons ; it was in consequence of a political speech he 
had made. 

QiKsHon. By whom was he attacked 1 

Aasiuer. A man by the name of Denton was the leader of the party ; I think there 
were only two who were prominent in the matter, and perhaps there were some three 
or four others behind ; it was so thought ; in fact I understood there were two or three 
others, but who they were I do not remember. I think one of the men who were near 
by and who General Birney supposed to bo one of the party has since died. There 
were only two prominent actors in the matter. 

Queation. Where was the attack made ! 

Ansjea: In Gainsvtile. 

Qu&tUm. Under what circumstances t 

Answer. I know Geueral Birney very well and think very well of him. He is a re- 

fublican, and had made a speech to the negroes and whoever would come and hear him. 
heard a great many persons denonnoing him. He subsequently made a speech out in 
the country at some place, I do not remember the name ; it was in the neighborhood 
of the Dentons. It seems the Dentons heard hia speech, and subsequently, after the 
election was over, perhaps a month after, they were in Gainsville. General Birney 
came in and went into the store of Foster & Cololough, who were grecers there. Denton 
and some of hia ftiends were in the store when General Birney went in, Hethenleft, 
and then went to a drug-store to make some few purchases there, and was immediately 
followed by this man Denton, a man by the name of Rain, and some others behind him. 
Who they were I do not know, and General Birney did not know. Denton, who was 
the leader of the party, approached him in n very insulting manner, and asked him 
what hia name was. Birney declined to answer the question. 1 am giving what Gen- 
eral Birney testified to before the jury, according to my recollection. Denton said, "I 
know journaaie, God damnyon; yonr name is Birney, and if it were not for yon," or 
something to that effect, " the negroes would vote the democratic ticket." Ho went on 
and denounced him in bitter language ; said becouldwhip him, and perhaps challenged 
him to iigbt, which of course General Birney declined. He tberenpou seized him by 
the beard, or made an attempt to do so, and the gentleman who kept the drug-store, 
Doctor McMillan, then interfered and pnt the young man out of the store. Gener.il 
Birney having finished his business in the store, went somewhere and got some arms, 
mounted hia horse, and rode leisurely home. 

QaealUm. Do you know whether he was pursued I 

Answer. I understood him to say that he was informed 'hat he was pursued. 

QiKstiim. You spoke of the Dentons ; do you know where they came from ! 

AMKer. From Georgia, originally; they have been here some time. 

QuesUoH. Do you know where they came from to Georgia t 

Ansuier, Ho, sir ; I do not know anything abont that ; I lijiew their father very well. 

Qitestum. What waa his first name t 

Answer. I do not remember what his first name was. 

Question. What is the character of the men I 
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Answer. Well, tliey are ratlier desperate youDg men ; qiiite so since tlie suiTentler. 
By Mr. Bayard: 

QtKSti&n. Who is Cicneral BirDey ; where did he corae from ? 

Angiaer. I tbiuk he is from lUinoiB, 

(Jaeation. When ijid he come here J 

Anaieer. He came here since the surrender ; that is, he came here in 1369, I gnoss ; 
bousht a pliiutation out there, a good ]arge plaDtatioii iu Alachua County, moved his 
fUmUy there, and has heen living there ever since, and is living there now. 

Queatioit. What office does he hold ? 

Anaieer, He is now solicitor of the circuit. 

Quotum. Fi'osecDting officer? 

Jnswec. Yes, air. 

Qaeeiioii. Were yon the foreman of the grand jury iu that county ? 

AMwer. No, sir; of the United States grand jury. 

Question. These parties were indicted ui the United States court ? 

Amiver. Yes, sir. 

QoestioB. Were they indicted? 

Answer. To which parties do you allude t 

Qaegtion. The parties in the Biruey case. 

Angwer. Yes, Bir. 

Qaeetion. Who were indicted t 

Answer. An indictment was found against Henry Dcntnu 
name of Fountain; I thini they were the two men whose n 
fled to; be didnotkuow the names of all of them. 

Qa^aUon. What was the character of the offense for which they were indicted ! 

Answer. For a violation of the civil-rights bill, I suppose ; for violation of hia right 
to speak and utter his opinion, I presume ; I do not linow exactly ; it was under the 
enforcement act, which guarantees to erery mau a right to express his opinion freely. 
It was for an expression of opinion at a political meeting that he was attacked. 

Questton He ha*! made a speech before that time ' 

Anmeer Tes, sir ; ^idit was in conseqnence of that speech that be was thus assaulted. 

Question They found him in a store, and committed the assault upon him you have 
described f 

Ajtsne) Yes, sir. 

Qneaiwa And for that they have beeu indicted in the United States court, for some 
violation of some act of Congress 1 

Ansiier Yes, sir; Denton and Fountain have been. 
By the Chaebmak : 

Queattot! It was nothing personal between themt 

Aaawer No sir. 

Questioa Iherew 



Jacesosvillb, Florida, November 13, 1871. 
T. T. LONG sworn and examined. 

The Chaikmas'. This witness having been called at your instance, Mr. Jlayard, you 
will commence his examination. 
By Mr. Bayard l 

Question. Will you be kind enough to state yourprescnt residence, and your ofQcinl 
position and occupation f 

Ansixer, I cannot exactly state my residence ; si 
children, my fkmily have gone to Augustine. I a 
fonrth oirouit. 

Question. What counties are embraced in your circuit T 

Answer. Baker, Bradford, Clay, Saint Johns, Nassau, and Dnval. 

QiiBsfion. How long have you been the judge of this circuit! 

Ansicer. I was appointed during the vacation last year, I<think ; I do not know what 
month ; I was oonflrmed lost winter. 

Qaeatimt. Prior to that time had you been judge of another circuit! 

Answer. Yes, sir; I had been judge of the third judicial circuit ; prior to that time 
[ had been judge of the Suwannee circuit, appoiuteil in 18S0 or IStil. 

QuealioB. What was the circuit ? 

Aneieer. The third judicial circuit, Taylor, La Fayette, Madison, Suwannee, Hamil- 
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©Meaiion. Have yon acted with tba republican party iii regard to the reconstructioo 
of the Soathem States 1 

Anatcer. Iliave,iuia still ooDtinoe to act aaarecoBStcuctiuuist; I am not opposed to 
the reeoUBtrn-ctioB laws. 

QaeitioH. And you have acted with that party! 

A»ettier. I was pardoned by Congvess, and have acted with the reooustructionists. 

Saegtioit. Tonr disabilities were removed by act of Coasreas 1 
naieer. Yes, sir ; upon the recommendatjou of the military. General Spragne, aud 
I think probably General Grant, had something to do with it; Ihave that from iufor- 

Qaeitimi. This committee baa been appointed under a reaolntion of Congress, iu- 
Strneting them to inquire into the condition of the State of Florida, and other States, 
especially as affecting the safety of person and property under her laws within her 
boundaries. We desire to learn from you, as a man high in position in your commn- 
nity, the true condition of afEairs here. Therefore, withont any specific questions, will 
you be kind enough to state, in your own way, what yon know upon the subject T 

Anawei: I have never seen any trouble with those luen who come here and behave 
themselves; I respect a northern man as well as a southern man; if a bad man couies 
here he is as unsifie as he would be North. I will state further that there are bad men 
inonr country, as I suppose there are in every other country, who band together, two 
or three at a time, and perform certain bad deeds. Two or three bad men will get to- 
gether, from malice, revenge, or hatred, and to carry ont a certain project wiB do a 
great many had deeds. 

QueslioH. Is the sentiment of your community generally of a peaceable and orderiy 
character as a rule t 

AKSHrei: So far as the majority are concerned; there area few bad men in each 
county, and in every county I have been in ; but so far as the majority of the citizens 
are ooucerncd, I know of nothing to tbe contrary. 

Question. In the courts of justice, over which yon have presided in the different parts 
of the State, do you believe that at the present time there is reasonable security for 
persons and property to those who go before them for redress ! 

Anawer. Yes, sir; aud I will say further that if I wanted to convict a man I would 
rather take a colored jury than anybody else, because they seem to be more ausious to 
convict. 

Q\iestion. Your juries are 

Anamer. Mixed Juries. I have had sometimes tvfo-thitds of one or the other color, 
and sometimes hmf aud half. There has been no trouble in regard to the juries, aud 
I see DO necessity for any, for they seem to behave themselves very welL 

QuealUm. It seems to be a question whether colored men, or white men whose opinions 
lead them to aet with the republican party, could obtain proper redress and Justice 
before yonr courts. I wish you to answer on that subject whether you consider there 
Is a disdriminatiou against them iu your courts, aud by your people, and by your 
juries t 

Antwm: Since reconstruction 1 have been judge of twelve counties, and I have seeu 
no cause to complain of that; in fact if there has ever been any discrimlnatiou I have 

Question. Suppose a colored n 
by his employer ; would your co 
jiutice } 

Anaaer. I have never known to the contrary. 

Qaeation. Suppose he should be assaulted and injured, aud should bring a criminal 
action for tbe injury, and a civil action for the damages done him, is there reasonable 
ground for him to obtain justice ! 

AHiWBi: Just as much as there would be for a white man. 

Qituilim, Is there, then, to your knowledge, any discrimiuation in your courts of 
justice against colored people, or against men who are of republican opinions f 

Amwer, That is rather an unpleasant question, becaitse I canudt hold the ofUce of 
judge and malne any discrimlnatiou in my courts. 

Question. 1 am speaking of thecurreiit of justice, not of yourowuiuilividualaetiou. 

jaMwcer. I have never seen it. 

Qaeation, There have been witnesses here who have alleged that =nuh is the case ; 
I want to know your opinion. 

Anmi>er. ITiose men are certainly misinformed, or have acted upon very strange and 
foolish prejudices, for I certainly have never shown any in my position. 

(jitenUon. There have been various persons before us from your community ; you said 
that Madison County was at one time within your jurisdictiou ? 

^iwiiw. Yes, sir. 

QuentUm. Did a man of the name of B. F. Tidwell live there i 
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Answer, Yes, sir ; I haTelvoown Mm sineeaboy. 

Question. What position does lie occupy now ! 

Answer. I tbink he has heeu appointed, county jadge since I left tlie circuit. 

Qaeatioa. What has been Lis occupation within the last sis yeais in Tlorida at differ- 
ent times f 

Jiwfoer. He has been a justice of the peace, a little trader around, and ho used to 
deal faro. 

Quealion. Do you mean that he kept a fato-l)auk ! 

AKBurer. Ye», sir; I have seen him at that. 

QiieHioa. Was he a profeasioual gambler t 

Anstiier. Yee, sir. 

Qamtlon. And has since been made a judge of the county court ! 

Answer. I liave been informed so. 

QueatUin. Have you seen him occupied in that business, and do you know that he 
was a professional gambler and dealt taro ! 

Answer. I have seen him deal it many a time. I ought to say that I have been in 
Jtis back room very frequently when he did it. 

QuesHQN. How long a^o was that ! 

Ansieer. Just before the war, and I think probably during the war. 

Question. Thcrewasamauhereof the name of Frank Myers, of Columbia County; do 
yon kaov liim ! 

jlnswer. Very well ; I have known him for years. 

QueiHon. What was he ! 

Answer. I think Le was a farmer and trader generally ; lie has been so many things 
that I could hnrdly keep up with themait. He was first a democrat, and then atepnlj- 
lican, and then on the d^y of electiou be made a siieeoh and sold Johnson out, aud then 
he turned around and got up the Courier for a wliile; I saw his name advertised as an 
j^jent of the Courier, and he asked me to subacvib« for it. I do not know his status 

QiMsHOB, You have been well acquainted with his career in the coramiinitj- 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And have generally known what be was ! 

Answer. Very well. 

Qaestion. In the county where Le is known what is his reputation for veracity and 
reliability of etatemeut ? 

Answer. That is a hard question to answer, from the simple fa^t that some of his 
friends may tliiuk well of Lim, and others may not. For myself, I do not have much 
regard for his veracity. 

QMSt'Mn. What is his general reputation for veracity ! 

Answer. It is very bad in anything. 

Question. From nis reputation in the community for truth and ver.ieity, would you 
believe him on oath 1 

Aminer. I would not if he was the elightost interested ; I regret to have that to say 
about any man; 

Question. You consider him an unreliable man in his statements ! 

Anewer. I consider any man who acts as Le does very unreliable. He acted toward 
Sir. Johnson in such a way as to make me consider him very unreliable. I thiuk if 
Mr. Johnson were here Le would make the same statement — tLe senator ftom the 
oounty there. 

Qaestion. Have you had many cases of homicide in your district f 

Answer. I have in both dietriots; a great maay more in the other than iu this. 

Question. It has been stated by some witacsses here that the persons who committed 
homicides in this city, and in this couuty and adjacent counties, were generally mem- 
bers of the democratic party, bo called, and that those who were the victims of those 
acts were men of the opposite party. Now, I would like to ask your contribution of 
testimony on that subject, as you have been a judge before whom many of these crim- 
inals have been tried. 

Answer. I think I can state fairly that I have never had perhaps but one case before 
me in my life, aiid'that was the case of Goodbrea^ where politicsentered into the kill- 
ing. We have a great many cases of killing. I think whisky has mora to do with 
them than anything else. We have a great many bad white meu and colored men. 
Colored men kill eaoh other; and I had one hung in Madison. I cannot say, from the 
evidence before me on the trial of those oaaea, that there ever was but one that I con- 
.jidered a political matter. 

Qii£sUon. What case was that I 

AnsiKer. Thecaseof Goodbread. 

Qaestion. Where was that ! 

AnsaieF. In Columbia County. 

Qaestion. How long ^o) 

Amioer. A great many years ago. Ho was a desperado and refugee fiwii Georgia. A 
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man from Columbia County was killed tlie otber day in Sonth Florida, who waa a des- 
perado. He killed a white man there ; they were both desperadoKS, One of them has 
been killed, and I think it would have heeu a good thins if both bad been killed. I 
wonld bave been glad to have seen a colored man kill eitber of them. They were men 
of bad character, and boasted that they were white. Thei-e may have been majiy 
other cases, but I canuot speak of them ; this ia the only case 1 know of. 

Quettion. You say that the killings have not bad any political significance. In look- 
ing over the fetcta in this very county where we are, can yon remember the immes of 
eases here? 

Ansieer. A colored man named Dickson killed a police officer. He was tried twice 
and convicted, but owing to the wrong rulings of au ignorant presiding judge, he had 
B. new trial granted. 

Question. What were the politics of those men t 

Answer. I do not know the polities of either of tbem. A white man killed another 
white man down boro, both democrats, and both are now dead. 

Qaettion. Do you remember the case of Henry Mill T 

Antwer. Whom did he kill t 

Question. Another negro at the House. 

Anttver. Yes, sir; that was a long while i^o, 

Quwtion. Do you remember a man of the name of McGwin, a negro T 

Ansioer. Yes, sir; he killed another colored man. 

QtiesUon. Doyouremember amanof the name of Jenkins, who killed Winter? 

Anamer. That case happened jnst beyond my house. Two colored men got into a 
fight about something or another ; both were republicans, I suppose. 

QaesUoti. Do you remember a man of the name of Burgess, who killed a white niaul 

Anmea: That is the cii<ae I spoke of. Burgess is since dead, and both are now dead ; 
and Scott was the other one, and he has been hung, 

QaeHion. Has there been any killing by United States soldiers in yonr townl 

Answer. That was before I came here. I only wish to speak of matters that oanie 
within my own knowledge. 

Qaestion. Then do you find that men of the same political party will kill each otiier ? 

Anmei: Of couise. 

Qaealiox. It is the low and vicious and brutal who will do it anywhere ' 

Answer. Tea, sir ; there is no difference here from any other place. 

QsesUen. Is there any distinction between Flofida and otber places in regard to mur- 

AnsKer. I have never known it. 

Qaeation. As a judge presiding over the trial of the most of these cases, you can speak 
of it I 

Anatver. I have only spoken according to the testimony before me. I think the case 
of Ooodbread was the only case of the kind. 

Question. What is the character of crimes generally tried before your courtf 

Anstcei: My court is limited now to felonies principally — atealing, larcenies, arsons, 
and assault with intent to murder; more larcenies than anything else. 

Question. Who generally commit those crimes ; what class i 

AnstDer. Ton may safely say that seven out of ten are committed by the colored peo- 
ple in my circuit ; I do not know abont the other circuits. 

Quettioa Tbero has been a great deal told us here in regard to Jackson County; 
have you luy knowledge of that locality f 

dnsirer I was raised there ; my brother resides there now. 

Question In that way have yon frequent int-ereourse with the people of JackaonI 

Anstier Tolerably so. 

Questioit What do you understand to be the condition of that county T 

Ansuei I really do not wish to espreas my opinion, unless the eommitteo desire it, 
bei-ause it is unpleasant for me to espresa an opinion which I have upon the say-so of 
the governor of the State. 

Question. It is precisely that we desire to obtain, not flrom any personal reason, but 
opinions from all sources worthy of belief, from all persons having means of iuform- 

Ansicer. If the committee desire to Lear anything coming from him I will give it. 

Qaestioa. I will say so. 

Jiiswer, The governor said that if it bad not been for Mr. Hanilton and Mr. Purman 
the condition of society there would not be as it is now. Wo all know that colored 
men are piejudioed aud ignorant, but eenerally willing to do risht. They are led 
astray by bad and wicked men, and I think that tliat naa been tuc case in Jackson 
County. 

Qaeation. Has there been ill-feeling brought about between colored people and white 
people by the persons of whom you speak J 

Ansimr. Ihavenodoubtabout tbat fact; I know it to bo the fact in a number of the 
counties of the State I have been in. 
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QveMioit. Yon tWuk that liaa been the course of tho porsoDs of whom you spoke in 
regard to the eoloreil p««ple T 

Ansivei: I wlil say generally ; but I eanoot say na to a number of them, because ire 
have some very good northern men. 
Queetlon. I am speaking of the individuals yoa have naoied. 
Atiswei: Several have done it, I have no doubt, 
Qaeslion. I mean have done it in that county f 
Jflsmer. I have no doubt they have done so. 

Qveition. State what has been the course of those men in regard to colored people 
and white. 

Antwer. If I am to take the remarks of one of the senators in tho last senate , be 
said that the sonthem men used to o^vn them and ivork them, and now tliey owned 
them and yot*d them. 
Qaeation. Who said that ? 

Answer. Mr. Puiman ; he told me so in the State senate in Tallahassee. 
QMstUnt. Has the course of Mr. Furman, and of men who have entered politico on tbe 
basis he has here in this State, been eucb a.'S to exasperate the black people against the 
■white, and vic« vetsa t 

Answer. I do not know that it baa exasperated the whites against the blacks ; bnt 
he certainly has exasperated the blacks against the sonthem men, aud I think Yery 
foolishly so, because t think it is a destinction of the party. 

Questiow. Have there been collisions between the races, brought about by counsels 
of such men as Mr. Purman f 
Ansioer. I have not the slighest doubt about it. 

QueaUon. There has been a case very much commented upon by witnesses, repeated 
by almost all of them, the murder of Mr. Dickinson, the clerk of the court. 
Anewer- I knew him Teiy well, 

Qaealioa. The case occuixed out there in Ja«kson County. State what your under- 
Btwidingof that act was, and your belief as to who committed the crime. 

Answer. I was not there, and I can only state such information aa I have received ; 
if I am allowed to give that information, I will do so. 

QMMfJan. I will state to you that this committee has taken the very widest range in 
obtaining information ; they have taken testimony, nine-tenths of which has been 
hearsay, what they term reliable information, and snob yon are at liberty to state. 

Aniicer. Prom information through my ftiendsand relatives there, I knew Mr. Dick- 
inson, and regretted his death very much, for I thought very highly of biin. I wrote 
to Jackson County to ascertain the facta in regard to Lis deatb, as uear as I could. I 
am satisfied that a man by the name of Bryant killed him. 
Question. Who is he t 

Answer. A colored man. Ibeeame the more satisfiedof this fact afterward from this; 
A colored man at work on the railroad came to me and told me that Homer Bryant 
was in town, and wanted to know if I desired to see him. I said I would have him 
imprisoDed if I saw him, because I thought he murdered Mr. Dickinson. I liked Mr. 
Dickinson ; he was a very good man. 

QiteeUon. What had Bryant against himt 

Answer. I have understood that tbere was some connection with some family matters, 
with some colored woman that he kept ; I do not know anything about that. 
Qaettton, State what yon have beard upon reliable inlprmatiou. 
Answer. I have heard that was the reason. 

QueaUon. I want yon to give the fullest information yon have aiion this eitbject. I 
will state this to yon : that the death of Mr. Dickiuson has been laid repeatedly upou 
the white population of that county ; it Las been charged before this committee that 
there was a conspiracy among the white people of that county to take his life and 
tbe lives of others ; therefore, I want to get from you your judgment aud your infor- 
mation upon tbe subject, whether it shiul go in that direction or in the contrary 
direction. 

Answer. I only speak from what I liaTe heard. I was acting with the republican 
party at the time. I felt deeply for Mr. Dickinson. I wrote to my friends there. It 
IS true that most of my friends there were not political friends of Mr. Dickinson, but 
they were my relatives. I have heard no oae there ascribe his death to any such 

Qatmthm. To a conspiracy against him on the part of the white people t 

Anssner. No, sir ; on the contrary, I have heaiA a number of white gentlemen there 

express in high terms their regard for Dickinson, aud I cannot believe such a thiug 

existed. 

Qaentian. Do yon mean men oppiMed to him in political views T 

Atisiver. Tes, sir; in fa«t, iir.Diokinson applied to me to admit hira to the bar. I 

told hira if he would come over to my circuit, and he stood an examination, I woo !d 

take great pleasure in admitting bim. I know many gentlemen spoke to me In the 

ligbest terras of Mr. Dickinson. 
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Quezon. I nnderstaad you to say that a man of the aame of Bryant— wliat ivas Iiis 
falluarael 

Amiva;, Homer Bryaut. 

QueshoTt. Was be a colored man T 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

QaesHon. He fled from that county ? 

AHsreer. He came dotrn here, and Isnidl n-ould have him arrested if I sawhira. A 
colored man connected ^ith the railroad aske<l me if I wanted to see Homer Bryant, 
and I eaid I n'onld BaTe him arrested if I saw him, 

QiKsUori. Did you tell him for irhat yon, would have him arrested ! 

Andiver. I did not. 

Quciiion. For what would you have had, him arrested 1 

JiMwer. For the killing of Mr. Dickinson; I would have turned him over to the 
authorities there. If he waa innocent he could he cleared. 

Question. Was there anything in the condition of Jackson County to prevent a 
thorough iuvestiffatiou as to the cause of Dickinson's death 1 

Q«esHo«, Who is the prosecuting attorney there ! 

Amkbt. Mr. Milton was at the time. 

QuesHoa. An appointee of Governor Reed J 

AneKer. Yes, sir. 

Qwatian. Is be a man of Mr ability! 

Aastcer. Of very fair ability. 

^ueailDiL A man of the same political party with Mr, Dickinson t 

Answer. I think hehad not much to do with politics; I think he took the position 
for his support. 

QuegUon. Would he be a faithful administrator of the law T 

A«»wer. If not, I am not aware of it. 

QtwHUin. Who is the judge in that circuit T 

Ansteer. Jadge Plants ; I think he was formerly United States district attorney at 
KOTWest. 

Qaeaiion. What was the result of the investigation ; were nny proceedings held in re- 
gard to the murder of Diokiusoo % 

Amivct. I know they had an investigation, hut I do not now recollect the result of it; 
if 1 heard it, it has slipped my memory, whether auyhody was held or not. 

QtuxUon. There was a man named Calvin Rogers, a colored man, who was killed in 
Jacksou Couuty. Will yon state what you know of that case t 

Ammer. He waa the man that killed Misa McCIellau, 1 think. 

Qa^Uon. Wlio was Miss McCIellau t 

Anaiasr. The daughter of Colonel McCIellan : Colonel MeClellan and Miss McCluIlan 
and a man of the name of Coker were sitting ui the piazza of the hotel one evening, 
and Calvin Rogers rode up and sliot Miss McCIellan and wounded Colonel McCIellan 
in the arm. The people were exasperated and caught him iuabouse; he attempted to 
run away, and I understood they fired at him and killed Ixim. 

QutaHon. There has been a statement here that a great deal of exasperation existed 
in the community, and that a day or two before that time some men had fired upon a 
colored picnic, and I think killed some iwrsons and woundetl souse people who were 
peaceably enjoying themselves. 

Annwer. I heard that there was a picnic going to Chipola River, and that they were 
fired into and probably a minister or some one shot. It was simply an event that I 
heard of at the time. 

Qnntion. Was the kUling of Miss McCIellan in any way retaliatory for that act, that 
you know off 

Ansaer. If so, I never heard of it. 

Qitmtion. The killing of Rogers was because he was supposed to be her murderer ! 

Anairer. I do not know that that has ever been denied even by Rogers. 

Question. I would like to know, if you can give us the information, what has gradu- 
ally caused that feeling of exasperation there until the two races seem to be entirely 
separate in their sentiments. The colored men ftom that county have been here, and 
declared that they are unsafe in their homes; every one osamined before this committee 
ftom that couuty has been a member of the repnblioau party, and apparently an ardent 
republican ; Maior Purman among the rest. What has been done to cr&ite this feeling 
in that community f 

AiiawtT. I have answered that question. It is well known throughout the State, both to 
republicans and democrats ; it is no political (luestion of that sort aa to who and what 
have cansed it. It is caused by men who have come here for the purpose of ofBco and 
position, who have excited the colored race with a view to getting places ; I do not 
think there Is any dispute at all upon that point. 

Question. Have they arrayed the colored race against the white people T 
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t agaiaat the wliite 

^ ^,.^ ._Le bulk of your white population heret 

Aasvier. Tea, sir ; I euppoae a majority, and they are so far aa voting is couCBmed. 

Qftestion. Do I understand that yon attribute tJie bad condition of feeling and law- 
lesanees in your commnnity to the eaaaes tliat you have mentioned ; that is to say, to 
the ambition of men lately coming into your State to provide themselves wiHi offices, 
and their efforta to use the colored race as stepping-stones to obtain them ) 

Answer. That ia jnat the whole truth of the whole thing, when you come to thin it 

QuesUon. I understand you also to say that you consider that your laws are compe- 
tent to protect your people I 

A'n»V!er. I think we have the most stringent criminal lawa, probably, of auy iii. the 
United States, if they can be carried out ; they are very rigid. 

QueaUmi. There is another matter I want to ask you about, and that ia in regard to 
the taxation in this State, and the condition of your property; what is the financial 
condition of yonr State and of your treasury 1 

Amvier. I do not know what the condition is, so far as some matters are concerned ; 
in regard to railroail matters, I can tell yon how many bonds have been issued ; $4,000,000 
of bonds have been isaued to a railroad, which I think will be perteeted. Under a 
general act for different corporations — nobody can tell how many— $(iOO,000 of 6 per 
cent, bonde, I think, have been issued, besides the $4,000,000. I think the indeb1«d- 
ness of the State is a little over a million and a half, including the State scrip. 

QamUon. Were you the gentleman who is named as tafeing part in the tax-payers' 
convention, the Hon. T. T. Long? 

Amwer. I am the very man. 

Quealion. T observe here a preamble and set of resolutions adopted by that cimveu- 

Anaixier. I espect they originated with me. 

Quesiiou. Do yott believe these reeolutiona express the truth in regard to the con- 
dition of yonr State J 

AnstBer. I know they express the truth in regard to the finances of the State. 

Qaes^n. Do they express tiie feeling of yonr property-holders? 

Antwtr. I expect they do. 

Qiiesfwm. Was that meeting called without respect to party affiliations f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qiieition. Did gentlemen of bothp.irtieanlingle in it? 

AmiBer. Yes, sir : both republicans and democrats, colored men and white men ; men 
of all classea and grades of politics came there. I drew those resolutions. That con- 
vention was gotten up more to relieve the people flrom taxation, and get the State 
Berip all taken up. 

[The preamble and resolutions referred to are as follows: 

" FreambU. 

"When in the judgment of citizens of free eonstitutional government it becomes 
necessary to adopt measures to preserve existing constitutional rights and representa- 
tive republican government, or to effect legislative or other reforms, a proper respect 
both for themsdves and for their fellow-citizens requires an explicit declaration of 
the prinoiples which impel to action, and a definite statement of the particular olyect 
they propose to accomplish. We hold, therefore, that allmeuaro equal before the law, 
and are entitled to the protection of life, liberty, and property, and the pursuit of 
happiness. The right of the people to publicly assemble and confer upon any question 
in which they are interested, fireedom of speech and freedom of the press, public and 
&ee schools, the right of evoiy man to worship Gfld according to the dictates of his 
own conscience, impartial tnal by jniy, the writ of habeas corpus, the civil power 
above the military, iiee, feir and untrammeled elections, the elective precincts to bo 
established convenient to the people so tiiat their ballots may be oast without annoy- 
ance and hinderanco from ttieir business for an unreasonable length of time, and 
every precaution made to preserve the integrity of the ballot-box, and the honest and 
impartial counting the result of every election, are aU great cardinal principles to 
preserve American oivU liberty and the fnndamental principles of our Government. 

"Andwhereas the deplorable condition of the State, as well as county fluancea and 
affairs, is a couseq^uenoe of the loose and reckless legislation of men formed into gr - 

erning cliques— "rings and caueusea," banded to sustain such organizationa ir " 

ent and destructive of the principles of American ftee government— i^ " - 
ment from past experience that there can be no hope for relief from excj 
ttnd amelioration of the condition of the masses of the people, only in the determiua- 
tion of the whole people, representing the interest of the laborer, agricultnrist, me- 
chanic, manufacturer, merchant, and capitalist, all having mutual interests growing 
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oot of and dependiiig one upon tLe other, to anstain no man for office or promotion 
tJiat we do uot kuow to be honest, capable, and iniluBtrions to perform his duties as a 
pnblio^jnplo.v^, free from personal bias when tbe great interests of the people are 
conceAed. For these reasons, therefore 

"Eveolved, That the increaaM and increasing espeiisea of State and connty govern- 
menta require an expreBsion of opinion hy those interested in tlie economical adininia- 
tration of their affairs. 

" Eaolwd, That the present exorbitant Tate of tasatioa is not only detrimental to 
the prosperity of the 8tat«, hut an injustice to a, large mass of the citizens wlio are 
compelled to b«ar the burdens of its payment, and which must.fromneceBsity, militate 
naainBt the poor as well aa the rich, and especially upon the laljorlug and prodncing 
claKB of our citizens. 

" Ee»olvei, That we believe tbe consummation of bo desirable an object requires the 
most scrutinizing discretion in tbe appointment of oBliMsrs, Iwth State and county, and 
that we pledge ourselves to use all honorable means for State ofBcera hereafter to be 
elected ; that they shall be men. who will not be ruled by a " ring, or oaucuses," inde- 
pendent of their own jndgment of what is right and just for the interest of the whole 

" Rmolted, That the governor of the State having lai^ discretionary and appointing 
power, we hereby respectfully recommend and demand tta,t in making appointments a 
careful scrutiny should be ol)served, that none but honest, capable, and industrious 
men be hereafter appointed to office. 

"Resolved, That the people of the counties, by theii delegates here asBembled in 
convention, respectfully say to his excellency the governor, that we are indifl'erent to 
what past political party the officers hereafter appointed shidl belong — we only requir- 
ing the test of honesty, capability, and industry, to serve the people not as ralert but 
as public employ^ fulfilling all tiie requirements of the Ian."} 

Qaation. Do you know what the market value of your bonds now isf 

AnetMv. I think the railroad bonds have been or are to be sold for about 70 cents on 
the dollar ; the 6 per cent, bonds I do not think could be sold for anything. 

Question. How many of those are out f 

JiMMwr. Between JSiW.OOO and $600,000, 1 think. The railroad bonds have been sold. 

^iKslioB. There is a statement in the Tri-Weekly Courier of September 14, 1«71, to 
this effect: 

"The taxable property of the people of the State ha« been arbitrarily a8snmed,for the 
purpose of revenue only , to be 834,439,053, and that upon this arbitrary and raised valna- 
tion there has been aflsessed a sum amounting in the aggregate to $471,811, It is be- 
lieved that the county and corporation taxes will amount to more than tliis sum, to be 
added. This tax of more than one million of dollars must be paid out of the yeramtal 
pttiperty, aa in moat localities real estate is not eonvectable into money. The personal 
property is estimated to amount to the sum of $11,7-21,531 ; the tas therefore, is nearly 
onO'eleventb part of all the personal property in the State This has been hxed np by 
the celebrated board of equalization, the act passed by a bogus l^slatnre minority, 
for its establishment January 27,1871. The presidcBt of the board is Wm H. Gleasou, 
who holds a seat in the legislature, and was never elected. Purmau and Billings are 
also members of this board. Monroe County, with 953 voters, the average value of 
the land is pat down at $16 91, and the whole amonut of taxes $8,05G IT, the county 
and corporation tas not inclnded. Jefferson, with 1,633 voters, the average value of 
the land is pnt down at $4 65, and the tax, 15,395 .53, not including connty aud railroad 
tax. Leon, with 3,943 votere, tbe average value of tbe laud is pnt down at $5 16, the 
tax 33,449 03, not including county, corporation, and railroad tas. In Duval, the aver- 
age price of land is put down at $3 19. In Franklin County, at 9 cents per acre. In 
Levy, at 44 cenU per acre ; in Liberty, 25 cents ; in La Fayette, at $1 38 per acre ; in 
Wakulla at 60 cents, and Washington at $2 05. Verily, verily, these carpel-baggeri 
are a wise set of men, ' in a horn.' The whole thing has aomothing of the appearance 
of the school-boy play of tag. but a little more serious to those that are tagged." 

Do you believe that the statement in respect to personal property and taxation is 
mainly correct t 

AMwer, Theae figures are taken from tbe connty returns. 

GiKiSiw. Is that in snbstance a correct statemout of the taxation in this State * 

Answer. A correct statement so far aa the books of the county show ; I cannot say 
that the books are correct. 

QutaHmu What is the politics of the Tallahassee Sentinel ? 

AnmiKT. It is a republican pager. 

QitetlUni. I find in that paper an article talsen from the Floridian, htaded, " What haa 
become of the proceeds T" 

[See article iucorporated in testimony of C. B. Wilder, subsequently taken.] 

Have jon read that article, aud read the statement of the disposition of the proeooda 
of $2,800,000 of bonds which had been issued by the State to General Littlefield * 

Answer. I read that article. 
14 b 
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Question. It is stated in that article tbat, as a result of LittlefieliTs sale and nse of 
ttiose lionds, there remained for the use of the conipauy about 'i'Ji cents ou the dollar 
in currency. 
A»aieer, I do not think that is a correct statement. 

Qtieatioa. It ia taken from the record of the suit tiled in New Yorli in chancery t 
Aneiner, That suit originally emanated in my conrt, upon $000,000 of bonds that Hop- 
kins &■ Co. had. An injanotton was served upon Hopkins, and I made him give bond 
topay this $000,000 toward the bnildinK of this road; consuqaeutly, that would chan)^ 
theue flgurcs over 35 cents. I Lave uo donht the editor had no ideaof tkeJndiciaJ 
matters goin$' ou at tlie time. 

Qneation. There was security that would increase it l)y the amount of the $600,000 1 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
(iaeitlon. How much in all! 

Amwer. It seems this money is in the hands of Mi, Hopkira in New York, who was 
the broker, and the party who sold the boiida. There was n miBtaku in the application 
of that money. Hopkins . intended to apply it to other purposes, bnt the road was 
determined that he ahonld not do it. They resorted to my court, and I atopped 
SGOOjOOO of it while here. If there is any rascality or rc^nery in that thing, I think it 
is on. tlie part of Mr. Hopkins, of New 'York. Littleiida is determined to get it for 
the road. Littlefield owed Kopkins foi iron and things in advance, and there was 
still duo &om Hopkins Si^OOjOOO, besides what I have secured. 

Que^iion. What has been the price at which these bouda have been aold 1 
Aiisiver. I cannot speak of these things, only as I have heard them ; I have heard 
they have been eold from 43 to 83 oenta on the dollar. 

Question. Do you know what Littlefield sold the honde to Hopkins forf 
Ansmer, 1 do not know. 

Question. The facts, as set fprth in ttiia paper, are not correct t 

Answer. No, air, l>ecanBe they were not aware at the time that editorial was written 
that this SeOO,000 was stopped, 
^iwifion. That $600,000 was a part of the $3,800,000? 
Anguier. Tea, sir. 

Queetian. That leavea $3,200,000 remaining ; is the statement of the paper correct in 
regard that fei,200,000 1 
Ansicer. I do not know how much Littlefield has got from Hopkins. 
Qnestion. Is Hopkins the agent of Littlefield or of tJie State t 
Ansmer. Of Littlefield. 

QaeatU>ii. How much has been expended by Littlefield in this State 1 
Answer. I cannot tell. 

QuettUni. How much did he receive from the State f 

AtMKer. Probably $4,000,000. I could have known how much he has expended by 
asking him, but I did not ask him, because I preferred not to know, as I was the judge 
of this circuit. 

QaestUm. The State of Florida would then have but an equitable claim upon Hop- 
kiuB & Co. 1 

Aiisv)er. They would have this claim : if tbcy co'lld get Hopkins here, they would 
make him disgorge. 

Qiie»tion. That would he as equitable assignee of Littlefield'a interest T 
Angum'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Hopkins was Littlefleld's private and confidential agent T 
Answer. Not now ; he was at the time. 

QaestloK. The $4,000,000 of bonds were issued to Littlefield, the president of this 
road, under the laws of Florida f 
Answer. Yes, sir, and he passed them over t-o Hopkins, 
QaesUon. And the law of Florida allowed him to do that T 
Aminer. They were put in his hauds to sell, for the purpose of building the road. 
Qae»iU)n. You do not know what portion of that mouey has been returned by him to 
the benefit of the road or to the treasury of the State ! 
Ansjiier. I know that $840,000 of the old railroad bonds have been purohaaed and 

Quesiten. The debt of Florida Isabont $1,500,000, together with theae {4,000,000 of 
bonds, making $^,500,000 uf the bonded debt of the State. 

Answer. There is a half a million of bonded debt ; tliu boada have been issued, and 
are in the hands of the governor. 

tjnestiim. Haa your treasury been paying its debts in mouey ? 

Ansirer. No, sir; I get for my salary $3,D0O in scrip, worth about 30 couta on the 
dollar. 

f^ieaUon. That is paid yon by the treasurert 

Ansviet: Yea, sir. I could not pay my taxes with it ; they will not take it for 

QuestUia. What is the rate of your tax T 

Aasirer. I think, take every man in the State, poor and rich, high and low 
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and bJaok, it woulfl average about two and a half dollara each. Aa for wy tases tliia 
yi'ar, I world willingly give all my salary, and a linndred dollars in eold to anybody 
who would pay them ; they will not take my salary in paymeut or it. We bave a 
railroad tax in the county I formerly lived in, in Columbia Connty, where my property 
in. The State was bonded before the war for the kiiildins of that road, and that tax 
je now to bo collected and paid, and the conuty of Columbia has $196,000 to pay. 

QiiesUoH. Have other State debts been authorized by the legisdature ? 

Aimrer. All these others were anthorized. 

QmslioH. To what amoaat ! 

Anaicer. I suppose legion is about the only word that would spell it ; they are 
various, aud issued upon certain contingencies. Each roud is euMtted to so much. I 
think Mr. Osboru has some bonds to bnild his road ; Jlr. Reed has some. 

Qaealion. WhatOsborn; United States Senator? 

Answer. I do not know whether bonds or lands; one or the other. 

Question. He has a road in conrse of construction ! 

AnsKer. He has a road that he wants to construct. 

QaesiioH. What is the proapeot of the people of Florida iu the face of this debt, in 
their present condition, if they have to pay the interest on it, and keep it up f 

Ansiver. I do not think the surplas of the State will pay the tases of the State— take 
the railroad tax, school tax, railitia tax, connty tax, State tax, and municipal tax. 
Owing to the recent storms here, and tlie distress of the country, I do not think there 
Arill be a surplna in the Stat&to pay the taxes. The owner of a farm will have to not 
pay his laborers if he pays Lis tax. Farmers have failed in their crops, and no man, 
if he has made alittle, will pay his taxes and let his laborers no. 

QuEsfion. The governor has by proclamation postponed the payment of this tax until 
the 1st of December next I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaesiion. Suppose these taxes are then enforced against the property-holders, \ehal 
would be the result? 

Ansicer. I am sorry to say that I think it will be general rain to the agricultural 
interest. 

QaesiioK. Can these taxes be collected without an enforced sale of the real estate of 
the people ? 

Ansirxr. Not in a great many parts of the St«te. 

Queation. The effect of that will be to throw oat of employment those now employed t 

Anaieei: I think so. I am sorry the governor did not suspend the tax until the legis- 
lature could meet, and allow them to pass an act authorizing the scrip now oat to be 
used to pay taxes, and permit the &rnier in that way to pay his debts to the State. 

Qiteetion. How do the expenses of your State government now compare with what 
they were before the war t 

Anaicer. I suppose they are now three or fonr to one. For a number of years before 
the war the State tax averaged about 883,000 or S85,00O ; this year the taxes, I think, 
amounted to S471,000. Since Ititid the accumulated State debt has been about a million 
of dollars ; I think the State debt in 1863 was $650,000, now it is §1,650,000 ; tha* ia 
outside of the raOroad bonds issued. 

Question. It Las increased 300 per cent, within three years T 

-answer. It has been increased very i-apidly) 

QaEstiOH. Has this been the resnlt of extravagance iu the disbnrsement of the State 
fundsi I wish you woidd state, as fur as you kuow, where the money has gone, who 
has got it, and what has been done with it. 

Ansicer. That is a thing I do not think any man this side of eternity can toll, except' 
the governor ; I know I cannot, and I do not suppose the comptroller eon tell ; it is 
not here, and the taxes are increased. 

Question. What has been the character of your legislation ; has it been prudent and 
careful, or reckless and incompetent 7 

Answer. Yon ask me a very plain question, and I must give a very plain answer; it 
has been reckless and incompetent both. 

Qaesiiofi. Has it been corrupt, in the opinion of the people of the State ! 

Ansicei: What do you mean, by corrupt f 

Qnestioa, I mean dishonest. 

Anaieer. There are dishonest men there, I have no doubt, but I cannot say that a 
majoiity of them are so. 

Queatton. Have the resources <rf the State been sq^nandered f 

AnsiBer. I will say they have not been husbanded very carefully. 

Question. Have you any means of accounting for.how this enormous growth of the 
debt has been incurred, and how these vast expenditures have been made 1 

Ansjuer. Only by acts of the legislature; they have given a great deal of latitude to 
the comptroller. They have made a great many appropriations, which they require to 
be paid, and they have required the comptroller to levy taxes to pay them. There are 
a great many tases which the people should tie relieved from. 
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Qaestion. The State treasury is now insolveat t 

Aastter. You can have my scrip for 30 cents on the dollar ; that is the most I iiave 
got for it this year. If I was not abla to live without my salary, I conld not hold the 

OwmUm. What will be the result to your people if, by the lat of December, they are 
called upon to pay these taxes ! 

Answer. The bojie of the people is this ; the governor has put it off until the 1st of 
December, aad the legislature meets on the let of January. It takes the tax-ga.therer 
two weeis to get around ; it tates thirty days more to sell the property, if the taxes 
are not paid ; and before that is done, the people hope that the legislatnre will relievo 
theiu. I hope there is a sentiment among tlie membera of the legialature to relieve 
the people of Florida, for they are in a very critical condition, so lar as their finances 
are ikincerued. 

Questioit. One method woald be to provide that the scrip should be accepted in pay- 
ment of taxes f 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeatiott. What will become of the other orertitora ? 

Anawer. We believe in taMng eare of the people at home first ; the so^ernor must 
take care of the treasury. 

Qatition. What has liecome of the interest o 

Answer. That has been paid three or four yea 

Question. To whom I 

Amvier. To the EngUah capitalists who took the bonds. 

Q«e9(iwi. The interest has been paid t 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and that is the reason why I was anxious that the eovernor should 
not tax US for interest on those bonds, or for military expenses, for we liave the United 
States military here, and they can take care of us. I have been a gieat friend of Gov- 
ernor Seed, and worked for him very hard ou several occasions when he got into 
tir>D.ble. 

QaesliOH. The legislature assembles in January 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeaiion. It is elected 1 

Ansrner. Yes, sir. 

Question. Doea that legislature contain material that has at heart the interest of the 
people of Florida, and intellectual ability to devise means for their relief f 

Answer. If tiieyhave notgotit.thesafetyof the political party to which the majority 
bislong, J. think, will make them see that they must do it. 

QuesUon. Where will they get this aid if they have uot got it in their owu body J 

Jnnioer. They will find out that the feeling of the people is such that they will pass 
the acts that ate required. 

Question. You have deacribed your State to be in a most deplorable condition, fluan- 
rfally— a condition which calls for the very highest order of financial ability to extri- 
owte her ftom her troubles, and put hor squarely on her feet again. Have you, in your 
pieeent legislatate as now elected, the elements for such relief? 

Answer. If so, I have uot soou it ; that is all ; they have not displayed it. 

By the Chaibmah ; 
QueaUoH. I understood you to say that your disabilities were removed by Congress I 
Amwer. Yes, sir. 
Que^iioit. When T 

Aiisioer. I think I was in the first list of men from Florida whoso disabilities were 
wmoved. 

QaestMtt. What disabilities had you to be removed t 

Ansieer. I bad been State senator in Georgia and sblicitor genera! of the Savannah 

Question. That did not create disabOiiies. 

Ansioer. Tliat is alllrecoUeot of ; they were removed by act of Congress. I held no 
office under the United States Govemmeut ; I had been in the war ; I had favored the 
rebellion ; I was a seoeasionist, bnt I got it whipped out of me, and ciait. 

Quotum. Yon were among the original crowd of seeeasiouists 1 

Answer. I was net in any convention. 

Qaesiion. When did yon como to Florida ? 

diiawer. I was two or three years old whea I first came here ; but when I was about 
twenty years old I moved frem Florida, and then came baclt in 1859. 

Qiie»tu)n. When did you hold these offices in Georgia ! 

Answer. I was in the Georgia seriate in 1850 and in 1952, and in 1855 1 was solicitor 
general. I beat Tom Butler King in 1(455 for the senate. 

Question. You say that, if men come here and behave t 
tectedT 

Answer. I mean come not drinking, stealing, carousing, &c. 
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QaeitUm. Ha^e they not the protection of the law whether they behave themselves 
or not* 

Answer, What I mean by "protected" la, that t 
protected ; if they do not behave themaelves, they 
come here and those who are here. 

QaeMion. That is what jou mean by saying if locn come here and behave them- 
BclvcB they wonld be protected ^ 

Jmwa: Tea, sir ; they are respected and would be protected by law. 

Qiuatiim. Are not men protected whether rcBpected or not t 

jImsmw. Yes, sir ; bat I mean that if they behave themselves, they are respected and 
taken upon eqnal teems by the citizens. 

Qaettion. That is all that you mean T 

Jmuier. Yes, sir. 

QueatiOTt, Yon have spoken of Mr. Tidwell as being a professional gambler and f^o- 
dealer ; when was that ! 

Answer. I saw hira in 1859 and 18S0, and aloDg there. 

^uesiioB. How recently have you seen him t 

Answer. I have seen him a dozen times in a year recently. 

Queetian. Keeping a faro-bank ! 

An»wer. Either in 1859 or I860. 

Qwstiott. Yon have not seen him play since that time T 

Ansieer. No, sir. 

QmsUoh. Did you ever play witJi him ! 

Ansmer. Yes, air, before that time 1 did ; I never dealt faro with him. 

Qiieslion. Yon bet on ill 

Anm/ier. Yes, sir. 

QuesiiflB. He wasoQ oneside and you on the other T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; like maoy others in this world. 

Question. Yon have been asked what Mr, Tiilwell's character is, and T want you to 
8tat« what it is at this time in the community where be livee. 

Aimiier. I do not reside in that community now ; he lives in Madison, and I live here; 
I know nothing against his character now. 

(Jiiestitm. Is lie entitled to be believed, according to your estimate of him, as a wit- 
ness undra' oath I 

Answer. I wonld not say lie is not, because I do not reside in his neighborhood; I 
have not resided with him for years. 1 do not know anytljing againet his character 
for truth and veracity; I think he is a prejudiced man; that is about all I have against 

Question. I anderatand you to say that yon would not believe Mr. Frank Myers on 

Answer. From hia character and vacillation. 

Question. What has he vacillated in 1 

Answer. In almost everything. 

Question. In anything but politics I 

Answer. Yes, air, in other things. If yOD wish, I will give you the reason. When I 
was in the circuit there as judge, I heard many complaints from coloreii men about Lis 
not paying them ; he would swear he had, and tbey said lie had not. I believe the 
colorf^ men never did get their pay. For these reasons I have been disposed to think 
that Myers was a bad man. 

Qiteslion. TeU us what your political course has been. 

Amwer. I was in old times a democrat, and aeceasionist afterward. When this State 
came back into the Union, I took the oath of allegiance to the Government of the 
United States, and I have been true and loyal ever aince. 

Question. With what political party have you aet«d f 

Answer. With the republican party. 

Question. In every instance t 

Answer. Until lately ; I do not propose to act with them now nntil they come back 
to proper principles. 

Qmstiiya. How did yon voto last fall J 

Answer. I have not voted in my connty for some time • I was not at home last faJL 

Qtustion. Where did you vote at any time before tbatt 

Answer. I always voted in Lake City, where I lived. 

QueeUim. How many times have jou voted there since the war I 

Arnieer. Twice. 

Qtteati/ta. When was that t 

AMWer. I cannot recollect the time ; I voted bnt once ; I voted at the time of Jodge 
Knight's election. 

Question. Who was Judge Knight 1 

Answer. He ran fortlie State senate. 

Quetttoa. He was a republican} 
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ADBwer. Yes, sir. 

Qaealion. Yoa have voted one repaWioan ticket since reconstruction T 

Jnaiver. Yes, sir ; I bare not been at eleotions before. 

Qa£$tion. Wlmt otlier claim bave yon for being considered a republican ? 

Ansa-er. I do not know tliat I belong to either party ; I want to vote for the best 
men. I stumped tie State of Florida for tlio eoustitution and foF Governor Keed ; I 
wafl the first man that came out flat-footed for the coustitotioa of Florida, aud for 
Governor Keed. I snutain Governor Roed, and have sustained himiu Lis troubloa. 

Q>ie$Uou. You have spoken of a conveDtiou which is called the tiax-payers' couveu 
tion ; ;ou say that was made up of all political parties f 

Jnsatr. They were from all parties, I said 

QiiesUon. I hove here a list of delegates. I will read over some of tIi.em,aiiU ask you 
to state what their politics are. What is J. M. BuFUside ? 

Avsicer. A republican. 

Queatioit. What ia B. Dias 1 

Amieer. I am lucliiied to think he is a wpubiicau. 

Qaeallon. "What is William (yCain ! 

Aaamer. I do not know his politics. 

QuesiUm. What ia P. A. Holt ( 

Anainer. He holds offtce under Reed ; some consider him a repablicau, and some a 
democrat. 

Qaeslion. What is A. B. Hagan ! 

Aniicer. Ratlier more conservative than anything else. 

Qaeation. What do you mean by conservative I 

Ansietr. I think he is more with the democrats than with, the republicans. 

QiKilum. What is A. Feeler t 

Jl?iawer. I cannot tell jon his politics. 

QstDtion. What is C. E. W. Collins ! 

insurer. Consetvative, democrat. 

QueeliOK. What is A. Grant 1 

Answer, Republican. 

QueilUin. What is C. B. Simmons 1 

Avewer. A republican. 

Qiiestieu. What is G. Bnsh t 

Answer. I think he is a republican ; I am not certain. 

QiitMUiii. What is Tbomns Lancaster t 

AiitKer. I think be is a republicau. 

Qtiestioii. What is F. Franklin ! 

AiigKo: I am rather inclined to think he is a republican. 
!, What is Miles Fficef 



Question. What do yon nieau by conservative t 

Answer. A democrat. 

Queetlau. What is J. G. Thomrson ( 

Aneiner. I tbiok he is a repnhlican. 

<ii^tian. What is J. N. Haddock f 

Ango)^, He is a democrat. 

Qsestion. What is John Westcott I 

Answer, A democrat. 

Qaeslim. What is E. Hopkins ! 

Answei: He is a democrat. 

Cjuestion. What is 0. B. Wilder * 

Attswer. A republican. 

QuetliOH. What is F. J. Wheaton T 

Aneu^. He is a democrat. 

Question. What is N. A. Hall f 

AasiBsr. A democrat. 

Qa^Hon. What is B. Upton f 

Aii^ieer, I do not know. 

Question. What is H. Robinson f 

Aiiawm: I do not know what Robinson is. 

Qui^ioit, T. T, Long is yourself What is S. Fairbanks 1 

Aiisioer. He is a democrat. 

QHestioa. What is A. Bateman t 

Aiiswrn: 1 do aot kuow. 

QKeslioa. What is B. Tatem » 

Answer. I do not kuow. 

Question. What is T. Alfman f 

Aiistter. I do not know. 

Question. What is E. N. Lee I 
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An^cm: He beld au office uuder Govcrnur Eecil. I do not know what his pohtips 

Question. What is S. T. Tumbull ! 

Answer. A dcniourat. 

Ottesiion. What ia W. Gwymi ! 

JoBwer. Hii is a democrat. 

Question. What is C.E, Dyke t 

AMieer. A dcDiocrat. 

Queatioii. What is E. J. YannT 

^nsti-er. A democrat. 

OMesHon. Wiiat is K. H, WiUardt 

Aiiswei: 1 sappoHO he ia a democrat. 

Qaeellou. What is S. 0. Swanut 

Atmcer, A democrat. 

Question. What is J. T, Wilsonl 

Auatoer. A. repubhcan. 

Qaeation. What is J. A. Pnrvhuicel 

JtiMicec I do uot kuow. 

QuestioTi. AVhat is J. P. White T 

AmiBer. A dumoorat. 

Question. What is J. H. Snttont 

Answer. A repuWiean. 

Question. What is A. H. Terrill f 

Answer. I do not know his politics. 

QHestion, That is the conveutiou that passed these resolutioDst 

Answer. Tes, sir. 

Question. Yoa say there have been no oases hefore your court, except one, in which 
yon are satisfied there was poMtics ! 

Answer. There may have hcen some others, hnt I saw nothing of it in tho evi- 
dence. 

Question. Yon have received iufovmation from Jatlison County I 

Anairer. I liave. 

Question. From whomT 

Answer, r'rom different gentlemen. My brother resides there. 

Question. What is his polities! 

Answer. I think he has not ninoh politics, but money. 



1. Who captured him ! 

Answer. The Federalista. 

Question. Captured by his own friends f 

Ansicer. I do not say so. 

Qaention. Yiin say all the diiHcalties in Jackson County have originated from Pur- 
man and Mr. Hamilton i 

Answer. Governor Beed made that remark. 

Question. WLcu i 

Asawer. In Tallahassee, when the friends of Sir. Dickinson came to hiuv 

Question. To whom did he make it i 

Aniwcr, A uninber of gentlemen in t«wn. ■ 

Qaes&Mt. He did not make it to yon T 

Answer. Ko, sir ; but I do not think he will deny it. 

QueaHoa. Wiiat had Fnruian done to create tliat trouble ) 

Answer. Exasperated the people there for their own benefit. 

Question. Exasperated them to kill the negroes I 

Answer. I do not say so. 

Queatiott. How many honiicides have been committed there since the war ? 

Anaicer. A ;p'eat many. 

Question. Have there not been neatly a hundred F 

Answer. I have heard that there have been a great many ; I cannot say how many. 

QaeitiOH. You think those homicides were exasperated by these men Purmau and 
Hamilton T 

Answer. I think they had a great deal to do with them, from what Governor Reed 

Question. Those men did not talk to the democrats t 

Answer. I do not know that they ^lid. 

Question. Tliey were not democrats? 

Answer. Who were not ! 

Question. Purman and Hamilttin. 

Answer. Ko, sir. 
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Qaeetion. They talked, to the negroes principally ; that is the charge against them, 
is iti 

Anmiier. I suppose so. 

Question. Have the negroes oominitteil these homicides ! 

Anaaer. I Ao not kitow who committeil them ; I was not there. I said hut one came 
before me officially that I tbougit was political, 

QueitUm. Who told you that he believed Mr. Dickinsou was killed by a colored man 
of ihe name of Bryant f 

Anttcer. I have heard it from several gentlemen. 

Qaegluia,. Tell me one. 

Anamee. I could probably name more than one. 

Que«^jon. Name oue at first. 

Anauier. I think Colonel McClellan was one. 

QueaUtm. That is the father of the girl who was killed ? 

Anemer. Tes, sir. 

Question. Tell na another ; did Coker tell you so f 

Anmiier. I do not know that he ever told me ; I do not recollect. 

Qvmiion. Iiet as have another name. 

Aanuer. I think McClellan was one. I met hira at Tallahaasoo afterward. I reallj 
cannot think who they were. It was general talk— so general that I cannot give the 

QwesUon. Well, we have McClellan for one. 
Answer. That is my recollection at present. 
Quest ion. You cannot give any other ! 
Answer. Not now. . 

Qven&on. McClellan charged that Dickinaon was killed by Bryant for having been 
guilty of improper familiarity with a colored woman* 
Anawer. 1 said that was the general report and rnmor throughout the State at the 

Question. What was the report f 

Answer. That Dickinson was killed for having oonneotion with a negro woman. 

QuMliOB. What relation had Bryant to the negro woman t 

Answer. I do not know ; he may have been her husband. 

Q»«slion. Did you ever hear a repubhcan make that charge against the memory of 
Mr. Diekiuaon ? 

Ansmer. I do not know that I have. 

Question,. You have heard plenty of democrats make it ! 

Answer. I have heard a great many say so. I do not know whether they were all 
democrats or not. 

Queflfion. Has there been any attempt made to bring Bryant to trial and imnishment 
in that county? 

Anaiser. I think I heard he had been arrested, but I am not certain. 

QKCstUm. That he had been tried T 

.litswer. I do not know that he has been indicted, but I think I heard something 

Quesfion. You saw something in the newspapers, you aay, about a party of colored 
people going to a picnic, and being fired into ! 

Quealian. Yon think a preacher was shot T 

Anetner. I think so. 

Quea^tm. Do you not know that a father with his child in his arms was killed, and 
that the child was killed, as they were going along the road ? 

Answer. I heard that some were shot. 

Qaestian. Did you ever hear of anybody being punished for that ! 

AneitKT, _No, sir. 

Question; Did you understand that Purman and Hamiltoa were responsible for 
that* 

Answer. 1 only speak of the excitement that first started these things. 

Question. What first started it} 

Answer. Exciting the colored people against the white people. 

Qii&tion. In what way ; anything more than to vote against them ? 

Anmer. Yes, sir; telling them that they were their former owners; that they wore 
slave-dealers, and all such stujf. 

Qfiestion. Is that any reason why the white people should kill the negroes f 

Anmm: I do not know that they did kill them. 

QuestiM.. Am I to understand yon as saying that these homicides were generally of 
colored people T 

Ansteer. The most of them, 

Quealion. And that the black people were killed because they had been taught to 
array themselves against the white people 1 
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Anmvtr. 1 only tell you what Governor Eeed said about it. 

Question. Do you know whetber be said tbat or not t 

Aruwer. Yes, sir ; I am satisfied from, wbat tbe gentlemen told me tbat ho did. 

(.famtion. Yon did not beai it i 

A«»rcei: I have given a great deal here tbat was not stated to me. 

Quealion. Do you know anything about a man of the name of Fleisohman killed 

AH»iiier. I have beard of it. 
Queetwii, Why washemorderedt 
Auiver, I do not know. 
Queetioa. Did you. know biiuf 
An&UKr, Yea, sir. 

Queetion. What sort of a man was be ! 
Aaewer, I suppose I knew tbe same man ; I 
Tbere were two brothers; one died in Ohio, o 

Quealion. Yow do not know what ho was kiUed for ! 

Anirwer: I have heard a rumor. 

Queatioii. What was that 1 

Aiisixer, That be got into some difficulty with tbe white people. 

Queetian. What ■was tbe difficulty J 

Amwer. I do not know. 

Question. And the white people bad him killed? 

Anainer. I do not know wbo killed him. 

Quealion, Was there anybody killed before that time? Did you ever bear of a clerk 
of the court being killed ! 

Aiisaer. No, sir, I never heard of the eleri of the court being killed. I have heard 
of a clerk of the court killing a man. 

Question. In Jackson County f 

Anamer. No, sir. 

Qaesiiim. I nieoii did you ever bear of a clerk of the court in Jycksou County being 
shot down as he was crossing the sciuato ? 

.^nsiver. I heard that Dickinson was killed, 

Qnesliim. Did yon never bear of Doctor Finlaysou being killed I 

Atiswer, Yes, sir; I do not recollect that be was clerk of the court at the time. 

Qu«8fton. How did yon understand he waa killed ! 

Answer, I understood that be and Major Purman wore walking across the street and 
were shot at. 

QuesUmi. Did you understand that be had been keepiug eome colored woman, or 
eomething of tbat sort ! 

Aruwer, I do not ; 1 do not believe he over did. 

QueeHoR. What did you bear said a^cainst him ! 

Answer, I never beard anything alleged against him. 

©BMKim. He waa a repnblican f 

Answer, I suppose so. 

Question, A prominent republican! 

Amwa: A very promising young man, I think; a very clever jooiig mau, 

Question. Mr. Purman was a republicaiL? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QTiestiim. Mr. Dickinson was a republican t 

Anaiver. Yes, sir. 

QMesMon. Do you wish us to understand tbat, in your opinion and belief, this immense 
unmbet of homicides were occasioned by the teachings of Mr. Purman and Mi. Ham- 
ilton f 

Answer. I say that Governor Reed stated to Mr. Purman that the cause of these 
killings in Jackson County^ and the death of this man, were traceable to the teoiuhingH 
of him and Mr. Hamilton, in Jackson County. 

QneiUon. He said that to Mr. Purman ! 

Answer. So I understand ; I do not know anything about it, only what 1 have deard. 

Qaeafion. Is it not very strange tbat, for all these homicides there, no hody has boon 
punished f 

Answer. It is very strange, and very wrong. 

QiMSUon. How do yon account for iti 

Answer. I do not know how to account for it. 

QuoiUm. You have been speaking of the otQcecs of the State goveruuicot as being 
estravagant } 

Jnetoer. Yes, sir; I tbink so. 

Question. In what has the extravagance consistedf 

Answer. The pay of the officers is extravagant, and we have more officers than we 
ought to have; more circuit judges than we ought to have; mure offii»rs ar«uud thu 
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oapitalthan we ought to have; aud they aro paid too much in propurtiou to tiio trtasniy 
of the State. 

Quealion. That is what your idea of extravagance ist 

iiiMioei-. Yea, sir. 

Quutum. How many circuit judges have jou t 

Anatcer. Seven. 

Qiiestiott. For the whole State of Florida? 

Anawei: Yes, sir. 

QiKitioa. From the amount of crime thnt hoaVioen testiiied tohefore us. and tho vi'i'j- 
few punifJimeiita that have taken pliioe, 1 thiuk you ouglit eitlief to have a few luoii', 
OT not any at ail. 

Anajcer. That is a mere matter of jndgmcnt ; I have a very good circuit. 

Qaestioa. Is Dnval County in yoar circuit ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeetlon. Did you hold c«urt in that county Inst July T 

AnaiBer. Not last year; I came into the circuit in July or August ; I held court hiire 
last summer once. 

Question. Wliat was the last court you held iu Duval County ! 

Answer. I held court here in May, Juuo, and July ; nine weeks, I thiuk. 

Question. When did your term hegln f 

Avswei; The jury wib drawn wrong at the first term aud had to be drawn over agaiu. 

Question. How many criminal cases did you have on your docket S 

Ansmer. I do not know. 

QutsUon. Yon do not know the state of your own docket t 

Answer. Wedidnotbegin.to get through it. 

Quealion. How many criminal cases on it ! 

Ansiftr. I tliink five murder cases; I did not pay any attention to tlio olljera. 

Qv^iion. How many criminal cases were tried 1 

jlnswor. Ko murder cases, hut a nnxuher of other cases were disposed of. 

QnesUoH- la Clay County in your circuit t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qmstion. When did you last hold court there 1 

Answer. Two or three weeks ago. 

Question. When sou were there, did you hear anything about the case of a man of 
the name of Sam 1 utsou t 

Answer. Yes, sir; lissuedawarrantfbr them and tumedit over to theconimissioner. 

Question. Did the grandjury have that case heforo them! 

Answer. I do not tSink the old man came there until after they were tlnxingh ; I did 
not see him until after the court had adjourned. He came to bie and made complaint, 
and I issued a warrant for tlie arrest of the parties. 

Question. Were they arrested I 

Answer. I turned the waiTant over to the marshal here; I issued a warrant for seven 
or nine — two colored, and five or seven white. 

Qaesfltn. Waaanytlilng done in that coauty with those parties? 

Ansieer. They were taken before the United States court. 

Question. Did not your graud jury fail to find or refase to find indictineuts against 
those parties for the injoxies done to Tntson and his wife? 

Answer. I was not aware the ease went before them at all ; if they bad done so, and 
it was hroojiht to my notice, it would have been severely punished by mo. 

QuesUon. Yoo know hut little about crimes in this country notil they are brought 
before you for trial ! 

Answer. I bear of them. 

Qtte»ii<m. I understand you cannot tell how many criminal cases arc oq your docket 
in tbis county ! 

Ansuier. I do not know now ; I c'ln find out. 

Question. Do you know any mom about criminal cases outside of the court-house 
than you do about those in; 

Answer. If any case was reported to me I would issue a warrant for the party, 
and have him arrested and turned over to the justice of the peace to be bailed, or 
refused to be bailed, or discharged. 

QuestUm. You have spoken of legislation which yoa say was reckless ; tell us'abont 
some which you i^ard aa reckless. 

ATiamer. I regard the paaaage of this present code as reckless. It is not so made as 
to be cousisteut at all with eiistine laws. I look upon the law in regard to the Imard 
if equaHzation ; the act of tlie legislature disposing of great quantities of the lands of 
•^he State, or consenting to it, for TMlroad purposes; the not of the legislature which 
reijuires the people to pay a tax for military purposes when there is no military needed 
in the State, for we ba^e the United States milit-ary here ; I tbiuk that is reckless. I 
think the legislature has been reckless in making an appropriation of bonds and appro- 
priating money ; I do not think there, ia any degree of economy at ail in it. 
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Quezon. Do yoa know of auy n-arrants Lading been issnoil against oertfiin parties 
charged witU cumiterfoitiiig, which warrants were lodged with the United States 
marshal t 

Antmer. Yea, air. 

Qti«atf<in. Who were those parties! 

Answer. I issned a warrant forNohles, Sweet, and I thiak another maawboltasbeca 
seal? to the D17 Tortugaa. 

QaestUm. Did jou ever say anything to the United States marahaJ about giving up 
those warrants t 

Aimver, No, sir; not that 1 know of ; give them up to whom? 

Qn^tUtn. Did you ever say anything to him about letting them he taken, stolen, or 
otherwise got out of Lis o^ce f 

Answer. No, sir ; I steal the warrants ? No, sir. 

Qaesthm. 1 did uot sa? that ; but did you say anything about his letting them Ue 
stulenf 

Anaieei; No, sir. 

Question. Did jou ever offer to let him have any money if lie would contrive to lot 
the wairanta be stolen oat of his ofDce 9 

Juswcc, No, sir ; I wish he was here and yon would ast him. 

Question. You have beea a judge here in aU these various circuits, and have kinsmen 
all over the State J 

Answer. I have hut one brother in the State ; I have some cousins. 

Question. You have kinsmen in the State and are largel.r acquainted in the State. I 
wish you would tell ns how it has been that such a number of the leading prominent 
republioauB in thisState have been put to death within the last two or three years, and 
nobody has been arraigned even, much lesii punished, for the couintissioa of snch 

Answer. I can only speak of ray own cirenit. If any republican has been put to 
death in my circuit, the parties have been indicted and brought to justice as far as in 
m J power or the power of the law to do it. 

Questioii. M to the condition of things in other parts of the State, you caouot give 
any information ? 

Jliswer. I can give only what I have heard, as I said at the time. 
By Mr. Bayakd : 

QuesUna. You were asked a great deal about this tax-payers' convention, and the 
names of the delegates were read over to you. I want to ask you whether the very 
great ni^ority of flie tax-payers of this State are not mombors of the democratic or 
conservative party ! 

Answer. Well, bo far as I know, in the circuits where I have been, a very large ma- 
jority of them are. 

Question. I understand that the colors of this State, black and white, are pretty 
nearly eg^nally divided. 

Answer. I think the whites in the State have from 1,000 to 1,500 majority, 

Qaestiott. I understand that the negroes are almost to a unit repubiicatis T 

Answer. With some few exceptions. 

Question. I wiJl aak now whether the property of the State, the lands of the State, 
aie not chiefly owned by the white x>eople ! 

Answtr. Yes, sir. 

Question. They, of coarse, pay the taxes I 

Answer, Yes, sir ; the taxes on property. 

QuesUon. What proportion of tlie white people in this State do you suppose are re- 
publicans ; is it not a very small proportion, indeed T 

Answer. The calculation made before the last election was that there were about 400 
or 500 northern men who were republicauf, and about 1,500 or l,(iOO southern men who 
were republicans. 

Question, White men f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think that is a very correct calculation. 
By Mr, Scofield : 

Question. How many voters in all in the State t 

Answer. I do not recoUect ; I only recollect something about tiie republican vote. 
ByUr, Bavaed: 

Question. The payment of the tases is to be borne by the white people t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And of that the party that embraces the most of them has the most to pay 

Aitswer. The party with the most property has the most to pay. 

QueeMon. I understand that the democrats have had nothing to do in the State gov- 
ernment for many years T 

Answer. The republicaiia have been in the majority. 
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Questioa. They have had the control of the State ? 

Anaieei: They have of the legislature, if jou call that the control of the State. 

Quealiaa. Under your system the governor lias the appointment of oU the local offi- 
cers of the conn ties, escept the oonst^blea t 

Answer. I think go ; I do not know bnt he has that in certain cases ; in the event 
that thoy are not elected, I think that he has then the power to appoint. 

Quesfiutt. In regard to electious; the c«Liuty commissioners, I understand, are ap- 
pointed by the f-ovemor T 
AneiKer, Yes, sir, that is a requirement of the constitntiou. 

Qaeeiion. And the elections are held nnder their directions f 

Amater. Well, they designate the precincts and the parties to hold the elections. 

Question. When the ballots have Been cast and the election closed, into whose custo- 
dy are the poll-books ^von ! 

Anewer. I think they are left in the hands of those who are appointed to hold elec- 
tions Hutu, the ballots are counted out ; I think the law requires that they shall re- 
niaia in their control until counted ont. 

QiKitlon. Ate they generally thronghout the State men of one party T 

Aaguier. I cannot speak of that; 1 cannot tell yon; I think t hut in son^e eonaties 
they are divided. 

Question. As a rule is it generally the case that they are of one party ! 

Answer. A minority of tue ofBcera may be of one party. 

QueatUm. How long were they ooantiuft out the votes cast at the election ! 

Answer. I do not Itaow ; I was holding conrt. 

Qaeation. How long before the result was declared in the State ? 

Answer. There was some stoppaj^e in the declaration of the votes, on account of the 
returns nut coming in, or the decision of Judge White, or something Huspeudin<; it. 

Question, Were not the votes of a great many precincts thrown out f 

Answer. Where; atXaUahasseel 

QuestijM. Yes. 

Aneaier. I have heard so ; I do not know anythinj? about it. 

^aesfiOB. Were not enough democratio votes thrown out to change the result of the 
election f 

Answer. That is the rnmor ; I do not know how trne it is. 

Question. Who wens the board of oanvaBBers ! 

Answer. Mr. Glbbs was one. 

Question. Who is be f 

Answer. He is the secretary of state, 

Quesiion. Is he a colored man f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qu4^on. Who were the others f 

Answer. Mr. Gamble was another, and 1 think the attorney general was the other 

Question. Have they the control of the question whether the votes of precincts or 
districts should be received ! 
Answer. I think they have. 

QaesiUiH. Yon do not know what votes were thrown ont by them f 
Answer. I do not. 

SuesHoB. To the best of your information, what number of votes were rejected T 
nsteer. Well, if yon go into that, I can only tell yoa what people have told me. 

QHestUm. Credible persons! 

Answer. I have heard Judge Niblacfc say so, and tthink I have heard a great many 
others say so ; I do not recollect who they are. 

QnestUnt. What did they tell you 1 

Answer. They said that enough was thrown ont to secure the election of Mr. Walls, 
and enough thrown.out to secure the election of Judge Tate. 

Question. That was by the attorney general, the secretary of state, and the comp- 
troller I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. How many weeks did it take to do that ? 

Answer. I cannot tell ; it was some time. 



J. C. GIBBS (colored) s^ 

By the Chairman : 
QaesUan. State your age, where yon were bom, and where you now reside. 
Answer. I am about forty-two years years of age ; I was born in Philadelphia ; and I 
DOW reside in Tallahassee, Florida. 
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QHtstum. How long have you htien living there t 

Atmcer. I came into this State in 1867. 

QaetliOH. And you have been living in Tallahassee all the time t 

Aniwer. For the best portion of the time. I lived down on the river for awhile, until 
I wsH made secretary of state, and then 1 removed to the capital. 

$M«s(!o», What do you know of an orgauizatiou in tliis State that is eommonly called 
theKu-Klnst 

Ansicer, I have seen some men that I have reason to helieve belonged to that organi- 
sation. I have se«n one man who told ine himself that he was a member of the Ku- 
Klus. 

<fuesiiiTO. Who was he t 

Anmner. His uanie was Mark Richardson. 

Quesiion. In what county did ho livet 

Anewer. In Taylor Connty. 

Qoesfton. Wa£ be a whilp man T 

Answer, Yes, sir. 



. yjalia w as, and thftt he bad at- 
tended their meetings. I telegraphed to the United States commissioner to coine up 
and take his statement concerning the matter. Some four or five others came in with 
him from Taylor County at the time, and complained that a body of men had come 
into Taylor County with a flag with three Ks on it; that they had alarmed the people 
very much ; had committed some acta of violence ; and, anioitg others, that this man 
Mmsel^ Mark Richardson, was odious to them for some reaaou or other, for the reason 
that he was a republican, they believed, and therefore they wished to aqneloh him. 
He was as badly frightened and as aneaay as any man 1 have ever seen for a long 
while. I believe his statement was correct ; bat when he came before the commissioner, 
Judge Gmnwell, he refused to take bis testimony on this ground; He asked him wheu 
he was in the lodge last, and he said about thirteen months ago ; and he asked when 
he saw that recalia and these men, and he said about the same time. And the com- 
missioner said be woald not take his testimony, because the law authorized him to 
take notice ouly of that wbicb bad taken place since that time; and W went on to 
state that it was contrary to usage to legislate backward ; that was the pith of what 
he said. 

QHtilian. When did Richardson have this talk with you t 

Antmer. He had this talk with me probably two months or two months and a half 
ago, 

pufstion. Have yon in yonr position as secretary of state any informatioa &om other 



Anatetr. I have. 

tJue»tion. What is the character of that information t 

AnstBer. I have in my pocket now a letter that was written to me by Captain Dick- 
inson jnst a month before he was killed ; it was when the idea was first broached of 
this committee. I wrote to Mr, Dickiuson, as the clerk of the county, to give me his 
views of such outr^es as had taken place in a reliable form, so that I n>ight lay them 
belbre this committee. I wrote to him, and I wrote to many others in this State in 
that way, asking them to statcwhat outrages had occurred, and to be carefnl and state 
just what could be proved. Captain Dickinson wrote me that letter, and it was not 
more than a month afterward that he was kiUed. There is another thing that I wish 
to say jnst at this point ; that is, I believe Mr. Dickinson was as pare a man in his life, 
and as perfect a gentlemen, as is to be found anywhere. I t^ke pleaSQre, in connection 
with the matter, to call attention to that fact. He was a religious man, a good man, 
a man of pure life, I do not think there was really a man. in Florida against whose 
moral character less could be said. He was a high type of a gentleman, a graduate of 
Harvard College, a man of targe experience of men. Any man who will read this 
letter can see pretty clearly what kind of a man he was. 

[The letter referred to is as follows : 

" Makianha, Jackson County, February 23, 1871, 
" Su{ : Tour letter of the 14th instant, requesting certain information as to outrages 
iiommitted in this county since reconstruction, a,B to the spirit of the press, &c., &c., 
was received lost night; the high water on the Apalachicola River delayed the mails. 

" I regret the (ket that outrages upon loyalty in this county are always so vivid a 
leality of the present and so fearful a probability of the future that we have failed to 
think of the past. I oanaot, without considerable time and research, give y^ou any 
history of the different terribltV scenes through which I have passed here. 

"Yon Intimate that your information must bo immediate, and I will give you the 
best views of the situation I can under the circumstaucos. Since recoustructien there 
have been about seventy-five persons violently killed in this county; and more than 
niue-tenths were republicans, and nearly nine-tenths colored. 
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"Practically the cWJl rights of the coloretl man are snbordioate to those of the white 
man. The press lias been and is disgastiogly uuconcliil, abusive of everything repub- 
lican, and at timea openly seditious. 

" Hmnan life is conrited cheap when passion or politics call for its sacrifice, and the 
freqnency and cold blood which have characterized our murders haa not been to me so 
feoriiil a fact as the carelessness with wbioh the public learn a new outrage. 

'i Public sentiment Is terribly demoralized in this direction. Within the last few 
days our sheriff has been shamefully beaten on the pnblic streets and two colored men 
fatally assaulted. Neither of them are yet dead, but I believe no hopes are oatertaised 
of their recovery. For myself, I blnsh to say that, for nearly three years, I have man- 
ajjed to live here only by dexterously compromising the espressionof my opinions, and 
by a circumspect walk. To say that the colored man here has, throngh my agency, 
tmiformly obtained even-handed justice, would he a lie I 

" To say that I have striven, even t-o a loss of self-respect, and several times by in- 
cnrring personal (Unger, to do the best thing imdev the cirmmatances, is but to tell 
the whole truth. If more particular information ia required, I shall require time to 
prepare it. 

" Very respectfully, 

" J. Q. DICKINSON. 

" Hon. J. C. GiBRS, Secretary of Staie. 

" P. S. — One of the colored men I mentioned died last night, and I have held an in- 
quest to-day. Verdict, Unlruownl Everybody in the county knows the mnrderer; 
he has left for Alabama. I learn jnst now that the other man is dead, and I also hear 
it disputed. 

" I shall immediately investigate. 
" In haste, 

" J. Q. DICKINSON."] 

Qaesti/m. It has been testifledherethis afternoon that itwas veiygenerallyreportcd 
out there in Jackson Connty that Captain Dickinson was killed by a colored man of 
tjie name of Bryant, and that the killing proceeded fcoia his having criminal connection 
with a colored, woman in his employ. 

Atwwer. I have not the least hesitancy in saying, in connection with that matter, 
that I believe that to be untrue in every particular ; I believe that story was got up 
simply for the purpose of scandalizing the man : I believe it a vile act of injustice to 
the mail's memory. If I thonght there was anything in it I would as frankly say so as 

QMSllan. Yon are satisfied it is s. calumny for the purpose of soreening the guilty T 

Angwer. Yes, sir, perfectly so. 1 have seen the man many times; I have tiuked 
with him; I have seen him under circunistances that were very trying up there in Jaek- 
son Connty, in the face of those men ; I know something of his lite up there in that 
very respect. Why, sir, for montlis before he was slain it was a common tiling — we all 
knew it ; I talked with him about it and he talked with others concerning the matter 
— it was a common thing to say that he would be slain. 

Qaeetion. State whether this is a solitary instance where a repablican has been put 
to death, and then his memory blackened by the accusation of some crime f 

Anainer. No, sir; it is a common thing. Lot me say anotherthing just on this point. 
InsBmnoh as it is considered a very disgraceful thing socially here, or among refined 
people, civihzed people, to have a scaudal of that kind started gainst their memory 
III eoniieotion with women, I have noticed that as a general thing when a man is polit- 
ically obnoxious and is cut off or anything of that kind, immediately they say there is 

Question. Have you information of acts of vioIencB from other conntiesT 
Answer. Yes, sir, I have a number of lettersin my possession ; here is a brief abstract 
I have made from letters concerning outrages and murders that have beea committed 
in some eight counties ; and that is not ^1. I am certain, to the best of my belief, 
that I have understated the matter. You will see at the head of this list that I set 
down one hnndred and fifty-three murders in Jackson County. I have stated that 
publicly in aspeechhereover a year ago, that that number of murders had taien place 
in jac^n Connty. Many persons have spoken about it here in this city, and I was 
told by Mr. McMillan that be had an account of one hnndred and eighty-three murders 
in that county ; I have pat it at one hundred and fifty-three ; my speech was published 
in the papers at the time, and a namber of public men have asked me if I really be- 
lieved that was the ease, and 1 told them what 1 thought was the honest statement in 
the matter. 

The following is abrief abstract of the number of murders committed in the several 
counties mentioned, from letters in the office of secretary of state of Florida, since re- 
construction ; Jackson Connty, 153 ; Madison County, 20 ; Columbia Connty, 16 ; Tay- 
lor Connty, 7; Suwannee County, 10; Alachua County, 16; Lafayette County, 4; 
Hamilton County, 9. 
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Qaettion. What is the condition of jour people generally in this State T 

Anem^. Notwithstamlingtbedifficultiesthat have occurred, I really believe that the 
colored people of Florida are better off than they sre in any other Sonthern Stata ; I 
believe there is more liberty, wore persona] freedom for them neie ; that they are doing 
better, notwithatandingthere baa been that Blan){hter. I think that so far as tbe wliltes 
are concerned, tbe poorer class of whites, I boaestl; beliere to-day that tiiere is a 
large class of whites who are in a more hopeless condition, in Florida than the blacks 
are, and particalariy in the counties of Taylor, La&yette, Snmter, and oonntiesof that 
description, in which there lived during the war a class of men known as Union men. 
In Taylor aud Lafayette Counties there took place what was called tho Canipfield 
raid, l^erewera a unmber of men who ran away from the confederate army and 
went to their families in Taylor and Lafayette counties. The troops luuile a raid on 
those people, burned np theii houses, drove them ont, took the wives and daughters of 
those men and carried ibem of^ and put them in a stockade near Tallahassee, whero 
they snifered very much. Now, in those counties at the present time, the persecution 
that has been carried on there is between what we call the democracy and tho Union 
Dion. They swear that no Union man or republican shall live in tliose conattes. Mr. 
Kremineer was killed there. Many times ho has said to uie tbat those men had swora 
that no Union mau should live ia that connty. He said over and over again that at 
times he was very much alarmed. A.t one time he wrote to loe that they nod threat- 
ened to hani his house and shoot him as he ran out. 

Question. How about schools for your peopled 

Jaswer. We have at least two schoolsin this State that are rather above the average 
of common schools among the freedmen; they are doiu^ in that particular prutty well 
in view of the circnmstances. 

Qwesttoif. Where do jou get your teachers! 

Ansmer. The most of them come from the North. 

Qaealion. How are they received by the citizens here ! 

Angieei: They are badly received. 1 think we have thirty-one schools opca in Leou 
County; there are auumberof white teachers there, and they are ostracised altogetliur; 
the people do not recognize them, have nothing to do with them, and talk of uiem as 
though they were the offsconring of the earth ; that is a common thing. 

Question. What is the feeling among the same class in respect to people of your color 
ownint;land1 

Answer. 1 think the feeling in that respect is moderating; I think the opposition to 
their owning land is not so great as it was sometime ago. I think there is a change in 
many respects for the better; it is coming around slowly; I think there is a marked 
change observable. 

ByMr. BaTAED: 

©wesiion. You lived in Philadelphia! 

Anawer. Tes. sir- 

Qwsstion. What was your occupation there ! 

Anawer. I lived there when I was about sisteen oi 
to school; I was educated in Dartmouth College, ij 
theology at Princeton, New Jersey. 

Qaealion. With whom ! 

Answer. With Dr. Hodge and Dr. Alexander. 

Qneefion. Were yon in uie theological institute there? 

Amuitr. Yes, sir. 

Qaettion. Did you graduate there ! 

Atuneer. I did not ; I was there for nearly two years ; I was a regiihirly matriculated 
student. 

Question. Yoncamefrom there to Florida! 

Ansarer. No, sir; ftom therelwent to Philadelphia, and wasapastorofaPresbjteriaB 
church there. I remiuned there until about tbe time that General Bunisicte took Nen 
Berne, and then I was selected by the Old School Presbyterian Church to come down 
here and take charge of the scattered membew at tbe Presbyterian Church, and open 
schools and churches for them. I came down and operated in North Carolina and 
South Carolina until the latter ^art of 1897, oud then I came into Florida. The origi- 
nal idea of my coming into Florida was in connection with the school interest here. 1 
tras elected as a delegate tu the constitutional couveutioa. 

QutiUon. You are a reguhirly ordained clergyman t 

AnatKcr. Yes, sir. I was elected as a delegate to the constitotional convention : I felt 
interested in the reorganization of the State, and took hold earnestly at that time. 
There was a necessity thr muu to take hold, and J did so, and became interested in 
jiolitics ihim tliat point of view. Wbeu the organisation of the State took place I was 
chosen as secretary of state, and have been acting as such ever since. 

QueBilott. You came here in 1S67 ; when was the convention S 

AnstBer. In 136S. 
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Question. Yon went at once into political life here, and have remained in it unti! this 

Ansmer, Tea, sir. 

Qtl^tion, Yon were a delegate to the oonvention of ministers and laymen i 

Jlnswer. Tee, sir. That was a coiivention of the Methodist Church. As a general 
tiling, I am expected tn attend these meetings and conferences^ hoth of the Baptists 
and of the Methodists; I generally go there for the purpose of urging upon the minis- 
ters this school matter and homestead matter. I make it a point to attend the oouveu- 
tions for that pnrpose. In that way I can conveniently get at men all over the Stat«. 

Qnestion. I observe that you attended that convention and took part io their delib- 



Answer. Yee, sir. 

^uesiiOH. And yon approved of their action T 

^jwicer. As a generaJ thing I did. 

Qneetion. All the reaolntions that they adopted, &c.t 

Anavier. Some of them I did, and some I did not. There was one resolntion that I 
do not exactly indorse. I was not present at the time, but I have Bpokeu to sereral 
about it since. It was in relation to a statement made by Governor Beed there about 
his inability to protect loyal men in this State. I spoke about that to Bishop Pearce 
to-day. I understood Governor Reed to say that in view of the difBcnlties that were 
alMUt him, unless matters changed and assumed a more iavurable asx>ect, he did not 
see how he could protect loyal men. It was a sort of a prospective statement. That 
was the idea to my mind at the time. I did not understand bim to say directly to that 
convention that he conld not proteet them. It is true that ill some instances I have 
felt that the State government has not been able to protect loyal men in this State, 
both white and colored. At times thore has been groat fear manifested. I think we 
have lietweea 6,000 and 7,000 republican minority in this State; hut at tlie present 
time, with the fears that have been brought to bear upon the people, I do not believe 
that we conld have a clear majority of votes polled in this State. Take Jacksoa 
County, for instance: at the first election there there wore 200 white men who cast 
their votes with the republican party ; we had a m^ority in that county of 800. At 
the last election tliat took place there there was a bare republican m^ority of two or 
three. The most of the white republicans have mn away out of the county. I do not 
believe there were five white men in Jackson County who voted the republican ticket. 
I know of an instance in WatuUa County where a number of white iflen who called 
themselves Union men came to Governor Beed and said that they desired to cast in 
their lot with the republican party, but they were afraid. I went down into Wakulla 
County, and those meu promised to meet me there and hrtve a meeting, bnt they did 
not come near me. A fewdays afterward they came to Tallahassee, and we asked thein 
why they did not come, and they said that they were afraid ; that there was not a 
white man in the comity who dared to go out to oui meeting. 

Qumtion. I observe tliat yon state that you have made up this list of murders in the 
several counties from letters in the ofSce of the secretary of state. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaeslUm. Those are letters written by private individuals to yon I 

Aneaer. Tes, sir; letters written by private individuals, but generally by prominent 
men; some of them have been members of the le^^aCure; they are well-known meu 
iu those counties — men who have been in prominent positions.' 

Question. Did they give yon the numbers or the names merely t 

Anau)^. Well, they gave me the names iu a number of instances ; in otb er instances' 
they gave just the number. In some instances they wonld specify particular cases by 
name. In Alachua I think all the names were given ; in several other counties a num- 
ber of names were given; in other counties only the number of cases. 

Quettioa. Did they give you the names in the connty of Jackson 1 

Atiavter. No, sir ; they did not give the names. If you will olKjerve, in that letter of 
Mr. Dickinson, he speaks of seventy-five men killed, but he does not give me the names 
even of those two men who were at that time wounded, and who, he savs in a post- 
script, had died. 

Qw^tion. This information is from private eonrces by letter to yon t 

Anmi!^. Yes, sir ; though some of the men arc pnblio raea. 

QnesHtn, You say these murders have occurred since reconstruction, from 1868 to 
i«71T 

Answer. Tea, sir ; I am verj^ certain that I went under rather than over the mark. 

Qumtion. That is your opinion t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Jacksonville, Florida, Novimber 13, 1371. 
LEMUEL WILSON recalled. 

By tlie CiiAiKMAN : 
^nesfifHi. I desire to ask you what you know in regard. t« disorders in Lake City f 
Aimwrrr. My knowledge of any disorders that occurred there arises from what I heard 
when on the grand jury. 

QaesiUm. Stat« your infoniiatioii as briefly and auccinctly as yon can. 

Anmier. There was a »reat deal of confused teslimony that I cannot distinctly remem- 

tier ; irat the material flicta that impressed me ' 

Question. Endeavor to state the facts rather than to repeat the testimony. 
jMstwer. Thefaotwafl,that there was ft parcel of men who lived in the cunnty, several 
miles from town, who came in on horseback the evening previous to the election, in a. 
very excited manner, hollering, yeiling, cursing, and inquiring for mdicals; they gal- 
loped on through the town, and rode all around through the town, and made a temble 
noise ; that escitod the fears of a groat many persons. During that night, not long 
after night set in, I think, they encountered some cojored men on the pavement ; I 
believe they were colored men who had come in the evening previouH to the election, 
and had formed a procession in a church, and were moving up town peaceably, when 
Uiey encountered a number of these men on the sidewalk, some balf a dozen or more, 
perhaps ; the colored men, it seems, turned OHt and passed around tliem in the middle 
of the street; perhaps one or two pistols were fired. Subsequently, on their retnru, 
there was considerable firing ; I never heard that any one was killed ; I think I heard 
that one was shot, but I do nut know who. The result of the whole matter imxiressed 
me with the opinion that there was an attempt made rather to intimidate the voters 
than to do an^ ^rticular injuiy ; I think that wua tlie testimony before the jury, that 
several were intimidated and returned home that evening without waiting to vote the 
next da^. 

QaesUm. Sid yon understand that those parties who came in there were armed ? 
Answer, Yes, sir, with pistols ; I do not know that any of them had shot-guus. 
Qamtion. And that the aggression was &om them ! 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quti&cm. Didyouunderstandthattheother side had met with any interruption at all? 

Armwer. No, sir; the colored people who had been attending thesamespeeehiflcatiou 

at the h h were in procession moving up town very peaceably; and although 

there we great numbers of them they turned off the sidewalk in order to avoid a 

colb n w tn the white men, who wouid not give way, 

Q tioB Thejr were assailed both going and retorning* 

An er Yes, sir ; that is my recollection of it ; it was only the rear part of the pro- 
ces n that had any collision on their first meeting with these white men, but I 
und Ts d that it was the white men who first commenced the diiSculty, though 
th e was a great deal of firing subseqwently, perhaps on both sides. It created a great 
d 1 f K tement in the town. 

QneBlion. I believe you said something this momina; in reference to Mr. Dickinson, 
who was killed last spring. Since you were before the committ-ee, we have had testi- 
mony to the effect tliat, after his death, it was chai'ged that he was killed by a negro 
of the name of Bryaut, and that he had been living unlawfully with a colored woman 
who was In his employ. Uo you know anything about any such charge t 

Answer. No, sir ; I think there was some such insinuation made in some papers at 
the time, that the murder was in revenge on that acconnt, that he was supposed to be 
intimate with some colored man's wife ; I never heard much of it after it first appeared, 
and I think the charge was dismissed. 

QaesUoTi. I wish you would state whether it has been very commonly the case in 
referenco to these political muiders, that some such accusation has been made against 
the victim after he was dead, lo excuse the act or to turn aside public inquiry? 

Jlnswei-. I do not know of any other case of murder except that in which the pur- 
pose was not known — yes, there was a hanging of a colored man at Gainesville not 
long ago, last Jalinary, I ttunk ; be was taken from the jail and hanged by some parties ; 
I think the grand jury of the county had the matter before them, but never ascer- 
tained who did it ; no true bills have ever been found against any one for that. 

QmsUok. In regard to the great number of colored men who have been killed, state 
whether or not it has been very common to charge them with having insulted a whito 
lady, or something of that kind. 
Aneicer. I have heard such charges made frequently. 
16 B 
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JOS. JOHN WILLIAMS b' 
By the Chaismaji : 

QueHi4>n. State your age, where you were Lorn, whore you uow reside, and what is 
your ocoiip»tiou. 

Anevxr. I am thirty-nine years of age ; I was bora iu North Carolina; and I dow re- 
side in Leon County, in TaJiahassee ; I am a planter. 

Qaestimt. How long have you lived there f 

Answer. Nineteen years. 

Qaestion. It has been testified here before the eoramittee that joa are at the head of 
au organization in this State kuown oa the democratic elub. 

Ansiner. Young Men's Democratic Ciab ; uot »t the head of the ot^anization in this 
State ; that is a mistake. 

QaeetUm, In the county of Leon T 

ATisiner. Well, yes, sit ; I am what is called the central chief there. 

Question. Who is the president of the elub now t 

Anaeer. Well, the club is not in existence now ; Judge Queen was at one time, and 
Mr. Brokaw ; that is, of the club at Tallahassee : there were three olubs in the county. 

QueHUia. Wbo was president of the one at Tallahassee ! 

Anaa^. I think the last one was Captain Brokaw. 

Qaest'am, Who were the two vice-preaidents J 

^Hswer. I do not know ; I have forgotten if they ever had any. 

QtiesUott. Who were the eseontiveeommitt«e T 

Amuier. I was chairman of the democratic eseoutive committee iu the county. 

QaeiUon. 1 mean of the execative committee of the democratic clnb, 

Answer. Well, I really cannot tell you; I have forgotten; it was twelve or fifteen 
months ago, and I never expected to be questioned about it, 

Questioii, Where were your meetinga hold I 

Angvier. In Tallahassee. 

QueetUm. In what part of Tallahaaseo I 

AnsKer. Do you mean in what room 1 

Question, Yes. 

Ansiner. In a room over Hopkins's store. 

Question, How ofMn did you moetl 

Answer, Every Saturday. 

Quegtion. Did you attend the meetings pretty regulaily T 

Aitsmer. Sometimes ; not very regularly ; there was no necessity for it. 

Question. How generally over the Stat-e of Florida did the organization extend 1 

Ansaser. I cannot say beyond my own county ; I do uot know whether they had any 
in other counties or not. 

Question. Do yon know whether the organization contemplated a chief for the State ! 

Answer. I never heard it in connection with the State organization ; I suppose if it 
had existed long enough it would have been so, but it was uot so. 

QuDiiion. Were there chiefs for either of the three divisions of the State, western, 
middle, and eastern 1 

Answer. No, sir. 

QuesUim. Were you chief of a county ? 

Answer. Tea, sir, of the Youns Men's Democratic Cluh of Leon County. 

QaeaHmi. Were you snbdivided into hundreds and fifties and tens ! 

Answ^. Yes, eir ; the same plan that now exists in the State of Vit^nia ; I believe 
that Extra Billy Smith is at the head of exactly the same organization. 

QnestUm. Was there an oath at initiation ! 

Answer. Yes, sir, I belicTe there was, 

Question. What was the character of it ! 

Ansiwer. It waa an oath <>t secrecy ; that was about all. 

QueaUon. Please look at this book or pamphlet and see if it is a constitution of your 
order. [Handing witness the manuscript pamphlet furnished by Frank Myers.] 

Ansaer. If I had known what I was called for I could perhaps have obtained one and 
brought it here. [After examining the manoscript pamphlet,] I do not recollect now 
abont this vice-president business exactly ; but this looks to me like the plan of It ; I 
conld not say whether that was exactly the same or not ; it was somethinp; like this. 

QnesHim. I understand you to say that there is a similar orgauization in Vit^nia, 

Ansiver. So I see published iu the journals, iu the Richmond papers; my attention 
was called to it. 

Qaestioni I find in this constitntion as section 3 this provision ; 

" There shall be an executive committee consisting of five discreet, active, energetic 
members." 

What hud that committee to do t 
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Aiisaer. Well, ^r, I think the comaiitteeof five had to suggest business for the trans- 
action of the club, as far as I recollect. 

Quealuwt. Section 6 of this constitution provides : 

"The president and vice-preaidents and esecntii^e couimitteo shall constitnte a cota- 
mitt-ee of observation and ^ety, of which the prosideut shall be«;hairmau." 

Ansteer. Tes, sir. 

QmstioH, Wliat had that committee to do t 

Answer. Well, it was to organize bu^eas, as I have said before, for the action of tht 

QnestUm. I understood that wa3 what the executive committee huCL to do. 
Antwer. I thought that was what you were speaking of. 

QMStion. I am speaking of the committee of observation and aateits. 
Anmxer. I have forgotten what ware reallj their dntiea ; I know it was pretty mucK 
to lay out apian of action in the campaign; it was an oillerly organization, everything: 
connected with it, and if it had not existed in our county we would liavehad trouble ; 
but tlirough this organization a great deal of trouble was avoided. 

Qiicstiwi. Section 7 of thia constitution provides : 

"All matters pertaining to Buch service eliall be referred to thia committee of obser- 
vation and safety, and the names and dntiea of the secret service committee shall tie 
knoivn only to the said committee and their various chiefs." 
What is this secret service here referred to i 

Answer. I do not know ; I have been trying to think what the secret service ivns. 
There was nothing secret, so fkr as I ever was aware of, except in this organization in 
our county. 

Qaeaiioji. Did you belong to the secret service committee f 

Avswer. I was nt the head of the club, but it was over two yoara ago that thia organi- 
zation exiated ; 1 think in 1868anai8a9. Ibavenever read that coastitutioii, if that 
is the one we had ; there were very few members belonging to the cliih wlicn I joined 
it; I was one of the flrat that joined it. 

Qttestimt. Did you take a very active part in the organization ? 

Anmixr. I wouldhavedonesoif therehad. been any necessityfor it; but it waa all a 
one-sided aftair in our county. 

Question. Did you, in fact ! 

Anewei: I suppose I did, 

Qaentiim. Did you belone to the committee of observation and safety f 

Answer. No, sir ; I was the central chief. 

Qttestiim. Do you know what the committee of observation and safety did. T 

Answer. They did notliing that I ever heard of. The cause of this orgaiuKation was 
this : Alter the election that we had, which, perhaps, every gentleman here on the 
committee is conversant with, there were a great manyfrauds committed there at 
Tallaliaaaee in respect to the b^lot-box ; the white peopie, who in the county numbered 
about one to seven of the colored people, were not allowed to vote ; were crowded out 
feota tJie polls. The colored people were brought up there in sqnadsof from eight to ten 
and fifteen deep, and from one to two hundred yai-ds loug, and it was really worth 
your life to go in there. In that state of affairs this oi^anization was got up. After 
that organization tlie whole thing changed, and there has been no neceesity for it, and 
we never have kept it up. •[ do not think I have been in a meeting of it for fifteen 
months. 

Queaiu>n. Section eighteen seems to have bees the one under which you were 
appointed : 

"There shall be appointed by the Young Men's Democratic Club of County a 

central chief and two assistants, first and second." 

That is your office, as I understand ! 

Atiswinr. Yes, air. 

Question. Who were your first and second assistants for the county ? 

AneiBBT. E. A.Whitfield was one; I have forgotten the other. 

Qttesiiim. These are different from the officers mentioned iu section two, which is as 
follows : 

" The officers of the cinb shall conaist of a president, two vice-presidents, (first aud 
second,) a recording and a corresponding secretary, and one ti-eaauier." 

Those were the officers of a club ! 

Jnewer. Yes, sir ; there were three clnbs in the county. 

QaeiUon. Then for all the clubs ia ttie county there were appointed a central chief 
and two assistants F 

Ansner. Yea, sir ; I was the central chief. 

QaeaUaa,. What did you have to do as central chief f 

Answer. Whenever the three dubs met together I was to preside ; but we never haft 
ameetingof the throe clubs. I never saw the entire con nty represented, not once. 

Quvslion. Section twenty-flve provides : 

" When a ten is assembled for any purpoKO, its leader shail preside aud^ocnmand," &e. 
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Am-aer. That is right. 
^mUoa. What sort of coiiimfiurl T 
A»gv)er. Take charge of tliem ; preside over tbem. 
Quenlioti. A piesidiug officer is oue thing, aud a commauder is another. 
Anaxoer. A difiereKt oame. 

Qtl&l^')n. It sajrs, " Shall preside and command "i 

Jlngwer. Ye3,Bir; we had chiefs of tens, ohicfa of fifties, auil chiefs of hundreds. 
Whenever a chief of a teu, or of a fifty, or of a hnndred, wished to have a meeting the 
couimaudei waa the I'ecogutzed leader, and organized the meeting. 

Quetlion. Section twenty-five goes on to provide that " when a section is assembled 
the chief shall preside and command." 
Anitvei: That is so. 

QumUoa. " And when the whole organization is assembled the central chief shall 
preside and command." Command is a military term. 

Amivei: That may be so. Perhaps I can better es:plain it in this way : On the days 
of election, (I think we had only two during the existence of this organization,) I 
myself, aa the chief, gave instructions to the commanders of hundreds ; they gave 
their inatmotions to the commanders of fifties, and they to the commanders of tens ; 
that on the day of electiou order must be maintained at aU hazards. If a man be- 
longing to the club appeared at the polls with secret arms he must he arrested and 
couliu^ until the election i» over ; if he appeared therein liquoritwasthe same; and, 
couseqnentlj, ne had perfect order at electlnus. At this last election I was one of the 
iuspeotors appointed by the republicans themselves ; they took one from the demooiatio 
party, and 1 was the mau. 

Qamtion. Was there not a separate obligation for what was known as the secret aer- 
Tloe that was not committed to writing ! 
Answer. I think not; if so, I am not aware of it. 
Quention. Do yon know anything about the secret sei'vice ? 
AiiBwer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know whether there was any such thing? 
AsMKer. There was a secret service conmiittce. 
OiiMfion. That was a committee of observation and saiety ! 
JlHswei'. Is not that the same ! 

Qiiesiioa. I asked you what the committee of observation a 
I understood you tosay that they were to provide business foi 
AHiioer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestioa. And then I asked yoii, in connection with the next 
that 1 Jie secret service shnll be iu trusted to the care of this ci 
and safety, what the secret seiTice waa. 

Aiawei: I understood they were one and the same. I should think their dnty would 
ha in case there was a person in the county inciting those people to riot aud disturb- 
uuce and endangering the lives of our families, to notify such persons of the existence 
of this dub, aud use what inflaence they might have to get him to desist. 
Queilion. Whom do yon mean by " those peoplet " 
Amwer. The voters. 

Qaesiioii. Do yon mean the voters generally or democratic voters f 
Ansvtw. The voters generally ; we luan!^^ the demoft^itic voters; they could not 
do anything wrong. 

Qneetion. ''And the names and duties of the secret service committee shall be known 
only to the said committee aud their various chiei*" 
jMswer. I had nothing to do with that. 
Quesl'MK. Then do yon know what those duties were ; do you know anything about 

Aiiewtr. I thought I explained a inonient ago, that iu case a disturber of the peace 
was in our midst, a man exciting the voters to riot 

Qneetiott. What voters f 

Angwvr. The colored voters is what I mean. 

QumUon. What was to be done to him then t 

ABMeer. Just noti^ him that he must desist. 

Quetlion. How notify him f 

Answer. Id person, by the chief. 

Question. In writing! 

Amviet: No, sir; I donot thiukit was ever couteoiplated that the notification should 
be iu writing. 

Qfieitioa. Do you know of any one being notified? 

jHsteer. No, sir; not one. We never had any occasion to notify any one; there was 
perfect order in our county. I do not think there has been an act of violence com - 
■oilted there since the war but one, and that was where one colored man killed 
another. 

Qatition. Who was this committee of observation and safety iu your organization ? 
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Answer. I could not tell yon to save my life. 

QueatUin. Conld you t<ill who the seoret service ooaiioittee were t 

^nsioer. No, eir. 

Queation. Or what they were assigned t<i do t 

AnaiBer. No, sir; nothingfurtlaer than 1 have told you, to wain people. 

QuesUoa. I undetstand you to Bay that you do not know that they ever did auythiug, 
but that in a given caae tney might be required to do something t 

Ansioer. I do not think they ever did anything ; I never heard of it. 1 do' not know 
who ever composed either one of tbe«e committees. 

QueeUim. Did yon belong to the e"""* o-i-irino -nmi 

Anaicer. I Iwlonged to the orgauii 
conimittee but that. 

Question. Under theconstitntion,a copy of which I have 

Answer. I do not know whether that is the constitution we had or not ; I eoulil not 
tell positively whether it waa or not; but the qtiestions yon have asked me are perti- 

Qaestion. You admit these provisions I have called your attention to have been in 
yonr constitution ) 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. As I understand, it was not all the members of the clnb that belonged to 
the secret service committeel 

Ansteer, Of coarse not; every committee, I presume, had its members; bat the secret 
service committee, and what was their duties, and whatever other committees you 
have read about there It has been so long that I have forgotten almost all about 



Question. The provision is that the names of the secret service committee should be 
known only to the committee and to the varions ehie&. 

AntiKer, I have never known anything abont it. 

Question. Do you know whether those who belonged to the secret service committee 
had a special oath to take t 

Ansicer. I do not. 

Question. An oath which among other things required them to go to any place and 
remove any obstacle in the way of the snocess of the democratic j^rty t 

Answer. I am not aware of that. 

Question. Did you over take any such oath yourself f 

AnsuKr. I took an oath wben I joined the clnb. 

Question. Was such a provision as that in it ! 

AniKer. I think not; I do not recollect it. 

Question. What do yon say abont the discontinuance of the order T 

Amtea: I do not think we have had a meeting in fifteen months. At this last elec- 
tion we bad polls estabii^ed thronghout the county; at Tallahassee we had three 
polls, bnt heretofore we have had bnt one poll for the whole county. 

Qaestion. To how many counties did this organization extend T 

Answa: I do not know anything about it farther than Leon County. 

QaesUon. Have you anv information of its extending to any other county t 

Answer. 1 have never neaj;^ of it in any other county but Deon. 

Qaeation. How many olabs were there iiiLeon County t 

Ansieer. Throe. 

Ques&an. In what portions of the county were they t 

Ansixer. There was one In Tallahttssee, one in Miocosnbie, and one in Centreville. 

§u«8U<m. To recur back to the secret service committee; suppose this disturber of 
the peace that yon referred t-o should fail to desist onbein^ notified by the chief of the 
secret service committee, what wonld be done with him tueu f 

Ansiter. He would be ordered to leave the county. 

Queslitm. Suppose he did not leave t 

Answer. I do not know ; T have never contemplated it beyond that ; I have never 
thought of it in IJiat connection; if it had been anything beyond that I should not 
have had anything to do with it. Bat the best men in our county, the very best men, 
the oldest and youngest, all joined this clab, and it has been a source of great 

QmsHm. The democratic party generally belonged to itS 

Answer. It did iu that county ; beyond the county I do not know anything about it. 
I never heard of It esisting in any other county. It was a good institution while it 
did last, and productive oia great deal of good. 

Question. What waa the goodit waa productive of, do you think I 

An»wer. I think there would have been disturbance bnt for that organization ; 
young men coming to the polls drunk, colored people coming into town and drinking 
whisky. At the last election when we were in full blast we went around and requested 
all the stores in town to close and sell no liquor ; no arms weie allowed to be carried, 
and I do not tliink I saw a drunken man on that day. 

Qaestion. No arms were allowed to be brought into town on the da j if election? 
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Amu>er. Not one, for some fool of a boy might Iiave got drunk and involved the 
whole community in trouble, and onr object was to preserve tbe peace. 

Queation. How many persons do you suppose beloji^A to the club in your county ! 

Answer. I could not say positively, but I suppose three or four hundred. 

Question, What was your demooratio vote T 

Jn«uw. I do not know what it has been since the sarrender. I was in the legisla- 
ture eight or ten times before tlie war, and it is consolidated now of demootatB and 
others. 1 think we voted about 600 or 700, and I think the opposite party voted be- 
tween 9,700 anda,800. 

Qaeatlon. Then something like one-half of the democrata belong to that organiza- 

AngivBr. Tea, sir ; and I suppose all would have belonged to it, if it had been oonve- 
nieht. I know some who did not belong to it. 

Qiiealiaa. Was there any other business tliB club was to look after except the inciters 
of riot iimong the colored voters ? 

A«8a:er. No, sir. 

Qacation. That was allt 

AmuieF. Yes, sir, it was political entirely ; that was all tbat was ever contemplated. 
By Mr. LANSma: 

Question. If so many of your citizens belonged to that order and were so solicitous 
for the anppreaaion of irregularities aud tendencies to riot, would there have been any 
diflicnlty in punishing in the courts of justice any man who stirred up a diaturhanco 
of the peace I 

AwBJner. I do not think there would now. 

Qimation. Well, then ! 

Anawei: I do not know abont then ; it ie not; so now. 

QueBtUm. What was tlio vote of your county f 

AwBuier. I think that our vote, as I have just said, at the last elcctiou was 600 or 
700 ; and I think the republican vote was about 2,700 or 2,800. 

QneaUoR, Had yon any reason to apprehend that the republicans would corrupt and 
control the courts of Justice so as to prevent them punishing legally seditions per- 

Avsteer. So, sir ; not the judges. 

Question, What, then, was the necessity for this organization f 

Answer. Well, it was just this: it is an organization that conld act any day and 
every day, aud could consult together, whUe the courts met ahoat ouce or twice a year. 

Question, What was the force and vigor of such an organisatiou, if after notifying a 
man to leave the country and he should not do it 1 

Answer. He would have left ; no m.iu would have staid in a community «f that sort. 

Question. Why would ho have left S 

Jnsicer. He would have been afraid of some disturbance, of being interfered with. 
A man of that sort who disturbs the peace of the community in which I live would 
deserve to have something done to him. 

. Queatioit, We are not tflkiag abont that; no donbthe would deserve punishment, 
but we are now speaking of this modtt of doing it. 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; that is so. 

Qacition, Why would they have left ; because they woald have feared illegal vio- 
lence! 

Aiiivter. Well, before the war, years ago, we had here avery similar process; it never 
has been resorted to since, but that was twenty-live or thirty years ago. We had down 
iu this conntry what were called regulators. Whenever they notified a man to leave be 
left. If it had not been for this organization, with the men at the head of it, we could 
not have been protected. 

Question. Protected iiom what! 

Ansicer. From the colored people, and from the men who were urging them on. Wo 
have submitted to everything up there. 

Queetion. The reason why those people would have left after notice was, that they 
would have anticipated violence from your order t 

Aiietcer. They might or might not ; Ido not say what thoy might have anticipated. 

QaeatUm. What woald Induce them to leave? 

AitBiner. Fear of being disturbed. 

QuesiUm. Pear of viohiuce from your order 1 

An»teer. Well, I think so ; yes. 

Question. Then wasit not apart of the plan, apart of your system, to compel those 
ao leave, to obey your mandates, who should refuse to do so when notified f 

Answer. I never beai^ that question mooted. 

Question. That wasasort of open afiair! 

Answer. There is a clause in the constitution for it, when tbei-e was a necessity for 
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it, but I novor heaid it spoken of; there never has lieen any necessity for it in onr 
county. 

QueatUm. Yon neYer liad any occasion for it ! 

AnBwer. No, sir. 

(JuestSon. Was it not well known in yoar coanty that your order was so strong tbat 
it would not do to defy it ? 

Jnaieer. I do not think anybody knew it in tlie county outside of the organization. 

Question. Hava I understood you to say that you never had any ocoasiou to ssrve any 

Answer. Kot one, so far as our county is concerned. We have a great many colored 
people in our connty ; I think the proportion is about seven to one. 

Qaeslioa, I was about to aek you about that. 

Ansjcer, There has not been muck thieving about in our county; there have been 
two or three meu there who were bad men ; one or two white men and one or two col- 

Qaestion. Bad, how f 

Answer. I have heard a great deal on the streets ; I have heard them say, now is the 
time, if they wanted to turn in and murder people — now is the chance. 

Qaeatian. Have any of those bad people been, active republican politicians ? 

Anstver. Yea, sir. 

Qtteatwn. And it has been said that they escited violence* 

Answer. This was said in the heat of pa^on. 

Question. Has it not been the habit in your eoanty, where a man became politically 
obuosioas, to brand him with such a charge as that 1 

Aiiawei: No, sir. 

Question. Name some of those white men you consider obnoxious. 

jnswer. There is Major Purman, a bad, bitter man. 

Qaestion. Wliat was the charge against him ! 

ATiaioer. I have nothing personal gainst him. 

QaesiUin. What was charged against hira 1 

Jljisiuer. That ho had made these speeches Iw these clubs, and told the negroes that 
now was the time, that they had it in their hands, that we bad been abusive of them, 
&o. ; using each remarks as wonld appeal to people without education. 

Question. Was be not uang arguments to them to induce them to oserciae the tight 
of suffrage ? 

Answer. Tbat right never was denied in that county. 

Question. Was it aot to that point he was making those argnmouts ? 

Answer. I never beard him say this ; it was mere rumor ; so fat as my intetcoursa 
with him bas been, it has been very pleasaut. 

Question. The extent of the charges against Porman was that; he was addressing col- 
ored people In regard to their rights ana duties, urging them totheeserciseofthisnen- 
privilege of theirs t 

Anaioer. I do not know; I never heard Major Pamian; this is only what I have 
heard other pei>ple say, that be was a fiiaatic, and would excite the negroes to do any- 

Qtt^ticn. Have yon ever heard that he was urging the negroes to do anytbing^ise 
except to vote the repabliean ticket! 

Answer. 1 have heard that ho said there were had laws there, and that they ought to 
be resisted ; that the people should not submit to them; tliat the juries were packed, 
&c. ; but there was no truth in that. 

Qaestion. How strong did the feeling become in regard to Mniur Purman 1 

Answer. Among the white people f 

Question. Yea. 

Answer. Everybody looked upon him as a bad man, as a dangerous Tnanj he was a 
smart man. 

$ue«tton. Was his ease ever discussed in your order ? 

Anstcer. Not mentioned that 1 know of. 

Qu^tion. It never was sent to this secret serfice committee t 

Ansmer. No, sir. 

Qaestioa. What was the perHonal character and standing of Major Purman inde- 
pendent of politics t 

JiWiiier. I do not know really ; I never saw him half a dozen times in mj life. 

Queaium. What was his reputation as a mau of honor and honesty t 

Anmaer. I do not know. 

QueaUon. Did you ever hear his character and reputation called in question except in 
apolitical way t 

Anfwer. No.sir; I do not know that I have; I know but little about him; I am oat 
on my plantation ; I p^ant largely, and I am very little about town. I si.nply tri^ to 
discharge my dnty ; tbat is ail. 1 never spoke to Miyor Purman three times in my life. 

Qaeition. what proportion of the white popuhition in your county is republican t 
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Answer. IC is very smal! ; I do not tliink there are a dozen home people that are re- 
pnhlicans; there may be more, hut 1 do not thiuk eo. 

Qacstioit. I will not inc^^i^e of you about auy of these bad negroes, but I will askyou 
to uame another bad white man. 

Answer. I will tell you ; I am not apenMiig of my own personal observation, but I 
have heard that Mr. Hamilton was a bnd man. 

Queation. In what respect ! 

Anstver. lu the same way ; an agitator. 

Question. He talted to the colored people t 

Answer. I nev^r heard him make Imt one speech lu my life. 

Qti^tiou. He had that reputation ? 

Atiswa: Tea,eii-. 

Question. Was it not in that respect, and that oaiy, that hewaa spoken of amongyonr 
X>eopl6 an a bad man ? 

Answer. Simply how the colored people should vote? 

Qaestitm. Because he assumed political relations with the colored people ! 

Answer. He talked a great deaJ with the colored people, and tried to excite their 
prgudices against their old masters. 

QiMsfion. Did you ever know of Mr. Hamilton endeavoring to excite a negro tocom- 
mit actimeT 

Atiawer. No, sir. 

Qaealion. Did yon ever hear that? 

ARSwer. Ouly general remarks. 

QiiesHon. No crimes t 

Atiswer. That they ought not to obey their old masters. 

By the Chairman ; 

Question. Ought they ! 

Attswer. Under contract. General Howard asked me that i^uestion once in Wiisliing- 
tou, aud I showed him a contract. 
By Mr. Lansing- : 

QHeslion. Do you mean t] ;avd their contracts t 

Answer. I wiU tell yon esa<;nj wuat i iioarii. ± uearu wuiu wuon Mr. Hamiltciu and 
Major Purraan went to Jackson County as agents of the Preedmen's Bureau, (I think 
that Mr. Hamilton was the chief, and that Major Furman acted in some subordinate 
capacity, I have forgotten what,) alter the contracts had been made with the laborers 
iu January, and they had gone to work, Mr. Hamilton and Major Purman issued a 
kindof proclamation or order to the colored people laboring on the plantations, calling 
them t-o assemble at their office with their contracts, and stating that they were illegal 
and void, and not worth the paper they were written on, unless they were signed and 
approved by them, and that the laborers who signed those contracts had to pay them 
ae a fee a dollar or a dollar and a half apiece. 

Qaestion. What kind of contracts ! 

Answer. In my county I gave them a, third and fed them ; that was too steep, and 
nudw tiie second contract I gave tJieni a fonrth and fed them ; under the third contract 
I gaTO them two-iifths and they supported themselves. I have about all my old hands 
■with me now; I used to work about three hundred, and I have two hundred and 
seventy thore now, and they are all accumulating property ; they are in good circum- 
stances for people who started as they did. To some I gave two-fifths, and to some 
one-half. 

Qaeelioa. Was there not a great deal of complmnt that those contracts were unjust 
and oppressive in their terms; I ain not speaking of yours t 

Ati»wer. Ml the cootjfacta I have ever heard iu the State of Florida were like those I 
haTe told yOu. 

Question. Well, what else was alleged against those men T 

Anaaer. 1 do not think Majot Purman was there at the time of what I am going to 
relate now ; he may have been there, bift I am not sure. Most of the disturhauces have 
been in Jackson County ; there have not been any with as ; we have been nearly as 
quiet as yon have. I heard about some young ladies in Jackson County taking some 
flotvers out of the cemetery ; I have never heard whether from confederate graves or 
Union graves. Mr. Hamilton was informed by some colored person that those young 
ladies had been down to the cemetery and taken some flowers from the graves; and 
the next day, or perhaps tiiat afternoon, an order was issued for the arrest of those 
ladles, and they were carried liefore Mr. Hamilton. 

QnesOoH. In what capacity was he acting 1 

Answer. As Bureau agent. There was no evidence against them, and they wore dis- 
oha^ed. I am jnet telling a few things now why the people had this feeling. 

Q,Kesiioa. Entirely independent of his official and political conduct, what was the 
character of Mr. Hamilton T 

AitsKer. I do not know the gentleman at all. 



db,Google 



PLOEIDA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 



nen spoken bardly of; did yon ever 

ave some friends among tbe repnbli- 
la those would ruin the party — sucll 

ej^I'ltJIiro uiuu tta lOiursQ. 

QueatioK. The white republicans in 

Amwer. It was during tbe last eess 

Question. I mean in your county. 

Amwer. O, no ; I do not know any white repaWioans in oar county ; I have ha^ very 
little to do with them. 

Queailoa. You say there ate very few white republicans in your county 1 

Answer, I do not think there were a dozen there. 

Qumion. How many colored democrats are there in your county I 

JwBitcr. I do not know, unless we judge by the last election. In our county we had 
an election last fall ; Mr. Dyke was ftie oonsBrvativo caudidate, and Mr. Edwards was 
the republican eaudidate. No; I beg your pardon, that was the election before last. 
Onr candidate was elected by over » huadied votes. 

Qaenlioa. You must; have got a large number of colored votes f 

Anmeer. We did, in the town ; but in the county the elections were largely republi- 
can ; we have always maintained a conservative majority in town, 

<^aeeUart. What is the county republican majority ! 

AnsaiBr. I do not know; two or three thousand, I reckon, 

Qaealiaa. At the last election ? 

Amwer. It is the largest county in the State. 

Qimation. Have you credited your order with obtaining so many colored votes in your 

AneujBr. No, sir; Ijut we contemplated extending it to the colored people, who wore 
going to have a club. 

Question. Youdonow? 

AnsiEer. O, no ; tbe thing has 
to the Know-Nothings once ; I n 

Qaeetion. Have you discovered amoug the colored people any disposition to revolt 
and violence t 

A'oswer. If they are let alone they have not; tbe country people are very quiet. But 
about the town there are a few men who live upon tbe surface; they got a little whisky, 
and commence to say things that perhaps they ought not to say, and that excites tbe 
colored people. It'was rumored that, at the last session of the legislature. Bishop 
Pearce, who was here to-day— he was indicted, and I was foreman or the grand jury, 
which consisted of nine republicans and seven conservatives; liere were two colored' 
men more than whites, and I think Mr. Avery was a republican, and perhaps some 
otiiers — this man Pearce, Mid others, were indicted before that grand jury ; the ver- 
dict of the grand jmy was unanimous. 

Question. What v^ere they indicted for? 

Ansieer. For receiving and offering bribes in connection with General Littlelield's 
matters. General Litttefleld has gone up to-day tbr that very purpose. I have not 
been in the legislature but twice lot five years. When the legislature met I was going 
to my plantation, and I met several men from my plantation who were very quiet men; 
they all had large hickory sticks, and wbeu I met them, I commenced langUing. I asked 
them where they were goiDg. They said they did not know what tboy were going to 
do, but that they wereordered to town. They went to TAUahasseo, and when the leg- 
islature assembled they went theie two or three days, with thesu chilis. It was re- 
ported that the democrats were going to put Pearce out of the legislature; they were 
not acquainted at all with the facts, and the legislature was crowded with them ivitii 
their sEicfes and large clnbs, they going tbere to defend Parson Pearce against the 
democratic party, I suppose, though tbe democratic party had nothing more to do with 
it than you had. 

Question. Yon find it no longer necessary to keep up that organiaatloa in your county T 
tAnsteer. O.us, sir; I do not Cbink I have heard of it for fifteen or sixtoeu months. 

Quotum. You have not now any of those bad white men exciting the negroes T 

Answer. Everything is very quiet now. 
BjtheCHAinMAN; 

Question. Who were to decide what parties wore to be notified, and who were to give 
the uotice to them? You say Hiis secret service was to notify those bad, turbiuent 
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Anstc^. Itbiukso; tliat is mj ondeistanilijig. 

Questian. They were to direct by Tthoin it was to l)e doue ? 

Answer. Tbat is my nnderstaJidiog. 

Question. And yon intimated what wonld be done ia case they did not comply ! 

Anmeei: It was never contemplated by the club to do any injury to anybody. It waa 
entirely ft political organizfttion. 

Qiie»tUm. I see that yon provide here in your organization that " it shall be the fiir- 
ther daty of the committee of observation and eaiety to institute signe aud eignals, to 
preserve the counsels, purposes, strength, and integrity of the organization, and shall 
"-""•■e signs for coinmaaicating and for assembling tens and lii'ties, and the whole 



Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you those sigus ! 

Amwer. I had them tben. 

QftesSoa. What were they 1 

Answer. I cannot tell you to save my life. When Pearce came ont here to-day, and 
came into the nest room langhing, he said, " Colonel, give me the signs." I said, " If 
you have the sign, yon most give it to me," and he shook hands with me as one Mason 
vi-onld with another. 

§«*8tfo?t. You say he was indicted by the grand jury? 

AnBwer. Yes, sir. 

Qu^Uon. What became of the indictment I ^^ 

An,8teer. I do not know whether it was dismissed or not ; I know that Littmeld is 
np on that busineas; he told me so yestei-day, but I am not oonlident about Pearce. 

QaestioH. Whether this organization extends into Jackson or liot 

Anaieer. I do not know. 

Question. If it did, it would ho very lifcelj' to remove such obstaoles as Furmaji and 
Hamilton, would it not ?- 

Anauier. I do not know ; they lived there undisturbed. I have heard so many rumors 
about those troubles of Mi^jor Pnrinan ; I have heard that be said that the shooting of 
him was for no political purpose at all. 

QiieaUon. To whom did he say that 1 

Ansteer. To several persons ia Jackson County — to Colonel Dawkins, of Marianna, 
for one; he lives here now. 

QaeatUtn. As I understand yon, the objeotion to those two men resolves itself into 
three points ; in the llcst place, they made political speechos to the colored people, 
which were very objectionable to the democrats. 

Anmer. Not so objectionable to democrats particularly, but to lawabidioR men. 

Q,ueaU(m. They had been agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, and had claimed a super- 
vision (rf the contracts of the freedmeu J 

Answer. There was no authority for that ; Colonel Osborn never exercised any such 
anthoril^ as that in TaUahaasee, and he staid there two or three years ; it was a new 

QueaHon. I am not asking you what the law was, but what the fact was— wliat the 
complaint against those men was. The third point was, that one or the other of them 
had sent for some white ladies charged with interfering with some flowers either upon 
confederate or Federal graves, you do not know which. 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know ; that ia all htiarsay ; I do not know anything about 
it personally. 

By Mr. Bayakd: 

Question. I understand that yon were a member of a young mens' democratic dub ? 

Answ&: Yes, sir. 

QuesUon. And that it waa an asaooiation formed for political purposes? 

Ansvier. Entirely. 

Question. In which you were bound by an oath of secresy in regard to its delibera- 
tions f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qneetioit. I understand that that asaociation esteuded iiu further than the county ia 
■which you reside, to your knowledge ! 

Aimcer. That ia so. 

Quesft'on. You have no knowledge of it in any other county ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. A book haa been exhibited to you here ; Twill ask whether yon have had 
time to jead it and to determine whether or not this coustitntion or by-laws are those 
of yonr olub or not. 

Answer. The general features are correct, so far as I can judge from the questions 
fifikp4l me. 

e ([uestions put to you by 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

§«es(iojt. How long was this clnb in OTisteneo f 

Answer. It dissolved about flftooa moiitlis ago, 

Qaeslwt. 1 uDderstand tiiat tho Bnggcation of it " caaie from a publieatioa tliat you 
saw in a newspaper of a aimilar organization existing in tlie State of Virginia I 

AtisvKr. O, uo, sir; you have nusonderatood me. I said tliat tbey liad adopted in 
Tii^nia recently tlie same plan ; I nndei'stood that it was introduced into some coii- 
ventioa there by Extra Billy Smith, esaetly the same in its features as tliis. 

Question. This organization t 

jnswer. Tea, sir ; Mr. Dyke, of Tallahassee, told me so. 

Qaesium. The object ia to afleot a complete a,ad tlioroagh organization of your party 
tiiroughout every part of the county I 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is it. 

^<i8(i<m. Was there anything ii. . . . „ 

so formed in violation of tho laws of Flocida w 

Answer, No, sir. 

QtiesUon. Was there any obligation of your society that led you to commit any act 
of illegality or immorality f 

Answer. I think not. 

QHeslUtn. Nothing of the kind I 

Answer. No, sic ; not so constraed by anybody who ever belonged to it. 

Oaejtion. Did you ever take, or have you any knowledge of, any obligation under the 
sffinction of an oath, that ivoTild require you to do anything that a good, law-abiding 
citizen shonld not do ! 

Answer. No, air ; I do not think so; I never would iaye done it, and I do not think 
it was ever contemplated, or that anything of tho kind was ever thought of. 

QaestUm. I understand you to say that this took place away back in 186S T 

Answer. I think so ; I am not positive about tho dates ; it was about 1863 or 1669. 

QueeHon. At a time that the olack people of your county outnumbered you seven 

Answer. I think ao. 

QnestUm. Did you say that the temper and disposition of the black people, if left to 
themselves, were kindly toward the whit« people of tho county i 

Answer. I think so, unless they get into these towns ; I think the colored peoplo left 
to themselves on the plantations are kindly disposed ; I have never had any indignity 
offered to mo except by those in towna. 

Questiim, You say you owned some three hundred before the war, and that nearly all 
of them have remained with you since the war on friendly terma with you t 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are kind to me, and I am kind to them. 

QuesHon. I understand that the white people of the county were led to feel ir.^.^, 
by tGe character of addresses and public speeches made by these strangers who c; 
among you T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaesHon. And among those you mentioned Pnnnan and Hamilton ! 

Answer. Yes, sir; and Pearce, and the secretary of State, Gibbs, and others. Hooked 
upon Gibbs as the first iDoa in the republican party in Florida. Some time ago a. diffi- 
culty occurred on a railroad between a conductor and a couatablo whom I voted for, 
and I think he got nearly every vote in Leon County for constable, although he is a 
republican. He got on at station No. I, and was going; to Tallahassee. He offered the 
conductor a bill, and the condaetor tefaaed to teke it. There wore some words and 
some blows passed; this man struck the conductor in the &Ge, and the conductor cut 

^uesiion. With what t 

Answer. With a little ttocket-kaife. On the nest day Taton, the conductor, was 
in jail there waa quite a demonstration by the 

. ^ a? 

Answer. I heard that tfiree hundred or four hundred assembled. I heard that the 
secretary of state waa down there, and was very much infuriated, and made aome very 
uncalled-for remarks ; I am trying to think juat what he said. He gets esoited, and, 
like every other man, says things that perhaps he ought not to say. I think he told 
the people then was the time to commence tbeir troubles as between the whites and 
blacks ; that they had been run over long enough. 

Question. Was this to the mob of negroes outside the jail ! 

Answer. To qnitea collection of negroes at the court-house. A great many heard it; 
I never heard it ; I simply heard of it ; I go to town every night nearly. 

Qaentiaa. Did he propose that the crowd should lynch that man? 

Answer. That was tho inference, ao mnch so thai that night the mayor of the towu, 
who is a democrat, (we have'one inarehal and two policemen In the town, that is all; 
the marshal is a white man and the policemen colored,) ordered out a guard at the 
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jail for fear of adistiirtauce; I think he ortlered out some tenor twelve colored men; 
n'> whites werepatoQ the guard at all. Ho did that for tlie reaaou ISiat he thought it 
would have a, Letter effect by trastiug the colored men to guard the jail, and there was 
no distarhance made. 

QnesHoa. He thought that such was the tem^ier of the colored people ander Mr. 
OibWa instructions that if he put a guard of white men there 

AnoEer. There might have beea a distnrliaiice ; that was his view, not mine. 

QuesOBs. That was the view be took aa mayor of the city i 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Quezon, He is a democrat t 

Annmr. Yes, sir ; editor of the leading democratic paper in the State ; there was no 
disturbance at all. 

QaesHov. Mr. Gibbs addressed the mob in an incendiary speech! 

Aniv^er. He made remarks to just abont that effect. 

QaettUm. Was it ou incendiary speech ! 

Anaieer. Yes, sir ; so several men who heanl it say. 

Qaeitioa. "Were the addresses made hy Puruiau , Hamilton, Gibbs, Pearce, and these 
other leaders of the black men's party in that part of the State, of a character to ©xoito 
the animositiea of the colored people against the whites? 

A-asaer. I never heard a speech from either one of those gentlemen. 

Qumtifm. I am speaking of the effect of them. 

Anmeer. That was the impression. 

i^amHon. Did they produce that feeling of iasecnrity among the wliites by their .id- 
dresses t 

An$vier. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was this organization made by yon one of self-protection against the over- 
whelming number of b&ok people led on by these others J 

Angvtee. Yes, sir. 

QitesliOit. Did it go any farther than the protection of yonr people and of your 
families f 

Answer. No, sir. 
. QueaUon. You say that one of your duties was to see that none of your men were 
armed on the days of election, or were under the ioflueuee of liqnor ! 

Ansieer. Yes, sir; and that was the only thing that ever kept the peace in that 
country. Discreet men and men of family I do not suppose would have got into trou- 
ble ; it was only indiscreet men that we feared. 

Quezon. Have you heard threatening language used by the colored people directed 
against whites in times of excitement f State what you have heard yourself or from 
credible authority. 

Answer. The only instance I can call to mind now is a case in Qniccy. They bad an 
election there, and they had two polling places, one for the whites, and the other for 
the colored voters. Late in the afternoon the colored voters abandoned their bos and 
attempted to crowd away the white people, who had surronnded the bos known as the 
whiteDOi, the one for the polls of the white people. A disturbance arose ; I think 
some centlemen remonstrated; in ftwt, I know they did, at least I heard they did, and 
kept tnem back from the polls. That of course created a disturbance, and infuriated 
the negroes all over the town^ and the white people too. The negro women jnst ran 
all Uirongh the streets, hallooinff, "Where is your garrison?" "Take the babes from 
the cradle," and all such expressions as that. 

^BeslioB. Qniney is where Mr. Stearns lives T 

Aimcer. Yes, sir; he is a resident there; he lives in TaCahaBSCC. Mr. Allison ison 
trial now for that very offense. 

Qaeation. For what offense ? 

Ansmer. Because of the disturbance at Qniney, driving these people back from the 

QueeHon. From the polls which had been allotted to the white people f 

AnaxBer. Yes, sir. 

Qiieetion. Do jou nndcrstand there were white people waiting there at that time to 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation. Were the character of those speeches and the feeling engendered by those 
speeches generally known by the families, by men, women, and ohudren throughout 
your community ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have heard so. 

QuMiion. Did they produce a feeling of insecurity in the community! 

Answer. Of course they did. 

^*i(cs(M)ii. You say the clnb had in view in part the protection of your firesides from 
such assaults t 

Ansyxer. Yea, sir, to counsel peace, c[uiet, and the preoervation of good order ; that 
is my understanding of the whole thing. 
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Question. Was tliere ever at any time any action of yonr club, or of tlie members of 
it, to impede the exercise of the elective franohise by colored men t 

An»weT. No, sirj I never saw it. 

QaesHon. Was any sncli proposition or sclieme ever talked of! 

Aniiiier. Not that I ever heard of. 

Question. Waa any act of violence of any kind, to your knowledge, over inflicted liy 
your club, or by any member, or any committee, or any agent of your olab, upon auj" 
man, white or colored, in that community t 

^n#iier. No, sir, I can speak positively abont that. 

QueaHon. If there had been, would you uot ueccsaarily have known something 
abont it t 

^flSMwr. Yea, sir. 

Question. Conld it have been done without your haying some knowledge of it f 

Answer. I tliiufc:iot;Ineverheardof such a thing as that; it never waa contemplated. 

Qutstiim. Ton said you met some negro men coming in from one of your plantations 
aimed witli liickory sticks ? 

Ansioer. Yes, sir. 

QueaHon. Coming in to protect Pearce ? 

Answer. They did not tisll me that. I asked them where they were going, and they 
said they were going to town ; that is all the reply they gave me. The nest day I 
remained in town, and there I saw them again. 

Question. What did they say about being ordered to town t 

Answer. I saw myseH in tne road from my La Grange place to my Sbilok place, a 
man who it was afterward told me Lad been in tliere and summoned them; lie fooled 
me entirely. 

Qnestiwt. Was he one of their leaders f 

Answer. Thej had their secret orders. 

QuesH/tn. They_ were ordered into the capital to defend Mr. Pearce ! 

Answer. Yes , sir. 

Qaeition. What waa the offense for which Pearce was indicted T 

Answer. For receiving or offering money ia bribes in connection with this Littlefieid 
grant before the legislature — this bribery case before tbe courts now. I think that 
Pearce offered Harry Crews, a senator from Gadsden, some money to vote for a certain 
scheme of General Littlefieid ; Harry Crews told me so himself. 

Questian. And Pearce was indicted ) 

Answer. Yes, sir, unanimously. 

Question. In what court I 

Answer. Tlie circuit court of the State, and he iatobe tried to-morrow, I think. Geu- 
eral Littlefieid told me last night that he was going to leave this morning, and that 
his trial was to come off to-day. 

Question. This Is the Eeverend Charles H. Pearce 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quwtian. He has been indicted for offering bribes in the legislature ! 

ATower. Yes, air ; I think there are two bills against him, 

QaeaUon, You say that indictment was ananimona 1 

Answer. Yea, sir ; there were seven of his own color on the jury. 

Question. What was the effect of Pnrman and Hamilton revoking all the contracts 
made in Jackson County ; at what tinio of the year was it f 

Answer. It was in January, and it demorajiied everytiiing for the time being; I 
think all the tronble in that county started right there. 

Question, That waa in Jackson County ? 

Atmoer, Yes, sir. 

Question. TJiey came there and broke up all the contracts made that year 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Mr. Thomas is in town, and he can tell you all about it. 

QaesHon. We cannot call many witnesses now, bat you may state all the feots you 
have heard from reliable information. 

Answer. The matter was submitted to Colonel Bliss, commanding at Tallahassee. 
What I tell you I heard ftom the peojile. 

Qtuisiion. That commenced the feeling aaainst those two men T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think that started aU the trouble in that county. 

QuesHon. And thej took from each oue of these laboring men a dollar or a dollar 
and a half f 
. Annner. So I have heard. 

Queition. There was no law providing for that T 

Answer. It was never heard of in our county. 

Qjiet^an. It was a clear act of extortion, was it not f 

Answer. I suppose so. 

QftesHon. Availing themselves of the ignorance of the colored people f 

Qm*sH»)». And this feeling in that community started Irora tiiat fact 1 
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QaeiUon. And from that they wont oa to instmot the colored people, and to ui^o them 
to combine agaiast the whites t 

Answer. That was the inference drawn. 

Qaestion. Did not those gentlemen sect to 'use the colored voters to pat themselves 
in office! 

An»a^. I suppose so ; they were both elected. 

Qawilo«. Mr. Hanjilton was a stranger in your State ! 

Amuier. Yes, sir. 

Qatstiott. Neither of those men had been here long 1 

Answer. No, air. 

Queeiion. They first started by interfering with your system of contracts, and then 
used the votes of the colored people to put themselves inofEcef 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QmsHw). That is their history t 

Ansvier. That is the first I heard of them. 

QuesiUm. Taking as the first step these iOegal exactions from colored people on the 
plantations I 

Ansteer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It has been stated by some witnesses before this committee that it was 
quite a enstomary thing for colored men to be wronged by their employers under these 
contracts ; that contracts of an inequitable character were made and insisted upon. 

Answer. I guesa that is not so; I have never heard of it. 

Question. Yon know the white people of this State t 

Answer. Yes, sir, as well almost as any man in it, 

Qneation. What would he the opinion and the treatment, socially, of a white man who 
ehonld employ a negro, or a set of negroes, and delraud them out of any portion of 
their just doesT 

Answer. He wonld lose the respect of all good citizens. 

SKcsfion. Would he not be despised by the white people of this Statel 
Hswer. I think so ; Ijy the good portion of the people. 

Queatifm. If a negro took a case of that kind before tlic court, would he have any dif- 
ficulty in Getting his compensation ! 

Ansioer.So, sir; he never has had. I will tell you how a great deal of the difficulty 
arises: the negroes are improvident; thcj will spend all they have if yon let them, 
and then if at the end of the year they do not have anytliing coming to them, they 
swear they have been deprived of their money by bad contracts. I think a great deal 
of the trouble has arisen In that way; they will spend every dollar they can get. 

Question. Is not that, characteristic of lavishness and improvideuce one of the chni- 
acteristlcs of their race 1 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Qa*»«OB. Has it not always been so ! 

Answer. Yes, sir; ever since I have known them. 

Question. How many voting places did they give you in your county at first t 

Answer. One. 

Questtoa. Who established that ? 

Answer. I think the county commissioners. 

QtteaUon, Did they put it wherever they pleased, and did they estahlisli what num- 
ber they pleased 1 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How large is your county ? 

Amwm; It is about thirty miles square. 

Question. The^ gave but one voting place for that entire area t 

Amwer, Yes, sir, at TallahasBee. 

QuestUm. Has that been remedied since ! 

Antww, Yes, air. 

Question. Is Jackson County about the same area of Leon ! 

Answer. Yes, sir, about the same. 

Question. How many voting places in Jackson County? 

Answer. They had one at Marianna when we had one ; I do not know abottt this last 
election. 

Q«eslion. Your people were obliged to rid© from the outer boundaries of that county 
■H the place of voting I 

Amiver. I have known men to ride twenty miles to vote. 

QHeation, Before they could vote ! 

Answer. Yes, air, plenty of them. 

Qiieetum, It has been said that some men did not pay negroes for their crops and for 
their wages ; you say that a man could not he 

Answer. I will teil you the ouly instance I know of, and you can get the negroes 
themselves to tell you, M^'or Weeks came to Florida from Boston, and I think he 
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commanded tlie deserters on the coast, with hea^Jqaarters iit Ci^dar Keys. After the 
army was disbanded, Miyor Weelcs, Mr. Moody, anil Mr. Boddiug, from Boaton, rented 
a plantation in the county, known as TascawillS, belonging to the widow Paikbill. 
They planted there two years. The last year they planted there, I met Mnj or Weeks 
in the road, and he spoke to me in referenee to buying cotton. I smd, " Miyor, if you 
■mill stop at ray Clairvanx plaoe, and see the mea there, I think yoii oan bny some cot- 
ton." The nextday I retamod to Clairvanx. and asked one of my headmen, by the name 
sfLake Oee, if Miyor Weeks had been there, aod he told me that he had, I asked him 
what hia busineaa was, and he said it was to purchase cotton. I then said, " Did M^or 
Weeks see Governor Bnrton 1" another head man there. He said, " Yes, but Burton 
would not sell him his cotton, preferring that you should have it; but the mjqor 
offered me such a good price, that I thought I would let him hare it, and did let him 
have it." I honght the cotton from Burton, and paid him 23 cents, cash. Major Weeks 
■ waa to get the other cotton at 95 cents, on 90 days' time. To this day Mt^or Weeks 
owes those boya fl,lS5, that he never has paid them ; he paid them only a portion. 

Qaeslwn. What became of him* 

Answer. He was appointed hy Governor Koed as lieutenant governor, and exercised 
the ofSce for some time. 

QmsHwi. Is he the present lieutenant governor of the State ! 

Amwer. No, sir ; not now ; there lias been an election since then. He is Jiving there 
near Tallahassee. That ia one instance that I know of. 

Qaealion. What other inatances do jou know where they have been wronged androlj- 
bed in this way hy anybody f 

Anawer. I have uo personal knowledge of any other. 

Question. Do you suppose that any white man down here could defraud his blacks 
■without losing position entirely ? 

AnsiDer. No, sir ; and he could not get a hand to save his life ; they would not live 
with bim. As I have said before, there is a great deal of complaint sometimes at the 
end of the year ; so much so that I have adopted an entirely different system now ; I 
allow the men to trade very little, and at the end of the year I pay them what belongs 

u r^ard to your membership cff a secret organization. 



Afi9ws: No, Bir; none. 

Qaeatiim. Have you any knowledge of any organisation of men in this State to com- 
mit deeda of violence, commonly called Ku-Klus ? 

Anwier. I have not. 

QueaUon. Have you ever known any man that you believed to be a memhor of sneh 
an orgimization in the State of Florida ! 

Antwer. No, sir. 

QvtsiUm. The secretary of state, Mr. Gibbs, has been examined here, and produced a 
very long and ibrmidable list of homicides committod iu this State ainoe reconstruc- 
tion, putting down 153 in Jackson County. 

Answer. I nave not heard of them. 

Queatiott. Yon live near that county? 

Answer. There is one county between ; I have heard of only three, I, think, Garra- 
way, Yerty, and McQriff, a democrat, who formerly lived there. 

Question. Whei-e was he killed f 

Annner. He was shot in his door while washing his feet. 

Qaeiiion. By whom t 

Jnsioer, Nobody knows. The other gentlemen belonged to the republican party ; 
McGriff belonged to the democratic patty. 

Question. Have you ever had any reason to believe that in any of the murders you 
have heard of there was any political Instigation 1 

Answer. No, sir ; I have never heard of any such thing, only that they wore killed. 

QiieetUin. There has been a great deal said about murders ; do you know that in this 
county there have been any homicides proceeding in any i\av from political motives T 

Anawer. 1 have heard since I have beenhere that there have beenfive or six murders 
committed here since the auttendet, and that four or Ave out of the sis were republi 
caus kUlingrepublicans, and that one was a democrat 

Qaestiw.UiA yon get that information from reliable persons in this placet 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is no question about that ; the records will show it. 
QaeiSim. Were you ever^ at any time, called upon by the governor of the State to 
assist in protecting the capital from aasault ! If so, state upon what occasion. 

Amwer. I was called on once by the mayor of the town, through an order of the ad- 
jutant general, Carse, now in Philadelphia ; 1 was suuimonetl one night from home by 
a message to appear at the mayor's offlce, and I did so. Wliem I got there, I asked 
what I was summoned for, and he said he wanted me to go down to the capital 
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and defeuii it. I astefl him against whom; and. he said he did not know, but that 
Carse had requested that he should summon the citizens to the capital for its defuuse. 
We got together, I presnme, eightyor one hundred men ; I wont to the capital with 
twoftionda and met the adjutant general in the governor's olBeo. That was the liret 
time and the last time I have been there. -I asked what he wanted with Qs, and he 
Baid that Colonel Osborn and hia wing of the party had been at Monticello and organ- 
ized, and were coming back that night, and had made threats that they intended to 
taie the capital by force if necessary ; and that the goveraor wished the capital de- 
fended against them. 

Qaealion. That was the present Senator Osborn J 
Antieer. Yes, sir. 

Qaesii(yn. What band of men had he with him I 

Ansmer. That portion of the republican party that went with him. 

QuesUim. Ouwhat question, or what issue? 

Answer, I have forgotten what it waa. 

Qiieafioa. Did he propose to take possession of the government building ! 

Ajiaicer. That was tlie impFcssion of the governor. 

QaeaHoti. And establish a government of his own in this State f 

AnstB^. I do not know whether it was directed against the governor or not ; it was 
to take possession of the legislative balls. 

Question. To take forcible possession of the pnbUe buildings against those who, by 
tight of law, held them T 

Anstoer. Yes, sicl 

Queslton. Who were those men who aiiled yon ; what paarty? 

Answer. They were citizens generally of the town. 

Question. Of what party I 

Answer. Democrats, mostly ; I think all I saw were democrats. 

QuealUm, At that time the republican governor and his agents were glad to avail 
thenwelves of demooratio assistance to retain possession of the government buildings 
against one of the republican senators and his followers 1 

Answer. They di^ it that night. 
By the CnAiBMjis : 

Question. There was no attack made on the capital that night J 

Answ^. No, sir. 

QMMfMHi, How was it before the war abont roting-places ; did you have more than 
one ia that county i 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think we had nine or ten in oar county. 

Question. This case of Migor Weeks, who boiight cotton and did not pay for it, was 
the only case you have ever known of an employer who wronged his hands ! 

Ansmej: That came under my observation. 

QiteslioK. These colored women at Quincy talked about the garrison, &a., and created 
great alarm ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueWwn. In consequence of that alarm, you oi^nized the democratic club I 

Anewer. No, sir ; that has been since the organisation of the club, and since it was 



Qae»tian. Yon said that there waa no requirement of the organization that c( 
plated the commission of any uulawl'ulaot J 

Ansuxr. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. Was it not au unlawful act to go to a citizen and order him to lea 
county! 

AnsiBer. I do not know, if he' ia a disturber of the peace. 

Qvestimi. Have you or I the right to say that our neighlxii 
and to drive him out of the community J la not that ar — ■ 
highest grade t 

Ansmer. It has always been done in our country. 

Question. Do you say it is lawful here in Floridat 

J.n»n'er. 1 do not say it is lawful. 

Qiiestion. Isit lawful to do the very thing that you say this organization waa created 

Answer. It is not created solely for that. 
Question. That among other thiuss ! 

Answer, Yes, sir ; if a man was ohnoKlous to the community, and they oould not get 
'id of htm in any other way, then make him leave. 
Question. If he did not go, then make him go t 
Answer. That was more for our own protection than for anything else. 
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C, B. WILDEIi swam and esammed. 

r instanco, Mr. Bayard, yoa 



By Mr. Batard ; 

Question. This committee was apgointea, nodec a resolution of Coit";'^ . 
into the condition of oercain Soutliera States, and especially tii aacertain if thnr 



---Jrity for person and property within, tlioso States. I liave aakcd tbat you be suin- 
inonedfor tlio purpose of inquiring of you ia regard to botU sultjeots, bnt especially in 
regard to the securih' of person and property in the State of Florida. Will you state 
■wnere you liare lived in this State, how long jou liave lived iii Florida, where you were 
ftom, and what ia your oocnpatiun here ! 

Answer, I am from Boston, Maasaohnsetls ; I have heon here sis years ; I have no ea- 
peciai oconpation ; I came here partly to save my life ; more for that than anything 



what could be dono for this State in the way of bringing ct . 

great attempt has been made to bring down here white and colored colonists, and, if w_ 
cottld, to make a Yankee State of it, as we call it. I have been in political life a great 
deal, actively engaged in the old anti-slavery cause. I came here as a kind of commit- 
tee or pioneer, to see whether it was advisable to occupy this State. Thousands of 
colored people were thrown upon tlieir oars after the war closed, and President Lin- 
coln first, and afterward Preaident Johnson, proposed to colonize tllem ; not to send 
them out of the country, but to get them t« go to aome State where they could settle 
upon lands under the homestead law. This State was fixed upon for that purpose, and 
I came here with some others, and we looked about and found desirable locations. The 
state of things turned, on the death of Lincoln and the coming in of Johnson and Ilia 
policy, and our plan was not carried out I came here to enjoy life longer, if 1 could, 
, and to do what I could to reconstruct the State, and to bring about a state of things 
that would haruionize the interests and he especially beneficial to the colored people. 
I was here about a year prior to the constitutional convention ; I'mingled with a lot of 
politicians here, moit of them army officers, who were located about here, some in 
business, but not suceesaful, for theorops were bad. I went on acting and voting with 
them until after the State was reorganized. At last such a state of things sprang up 
that Hatisfled ns would be ruinous to the prosperity of the Stat*. But we kept on 
hoping for better things, feeling that nothing could bo done but through the republi- 
can party, as the old citiaens were standing off and objecting. We &ught on until 
there was such a state of things as has ruined us, as you will find if you find out what 
ie the trouble here; a state ol things more destructive to property than to life — more 
ruinous than all the Ku-Klux in the State. 

Qwmtion. To what class of men do yon refer I 

Amvier. To what we designate here as the carpet-bagger element tbat rules the 
State. 

Queatimt. Give ns plainly a statement of who those persons are and the positions they 
hold; it ia our object to got at the tmth. 

A^steer. If I should do that, my life would probably not be safe ; they have already 
taken mob law and almost murdered a man piiblieiy in this city — some one who, I. 
guess, inquired abont the swindling liere, the same as I should doj and he is knocked. 

Qu^tion. Does this class of men tbat yon say rule the State embrace your goTeroorf 

Afi»wei: Yes, sir. 

Queatiim. Does it embrace all the leading officials of the State? 

AnMier, All but one, tbat I know of. 

QuesUoH. Whom would yon except t 

Answer. The comptroller. 

Quesiion. Who is hot 

Amw^. Mr. Gamble. 

Queeiion. You do not believe he is one of this corrupt riogt 

Angwi: I know he has given vouchers officially, stating that the swindlers liere^ one 
or two of the tas-coUeotora, for instance, have got $30,000 or $40,000, and because wo 
suppose that such a man ia not fit to >-uu the Preedmen's Bank, we are mobbed in the 
street. They all censured ua, and in my preserioo swore that he would serve. Wehave 
invested a great deal of money here; we have got a good hotel going now, so as to 
make it pleasant for people to come here; myselraDd my family have done the most 
to start this thing. I enjoy better health here, and therefore was obliged to be here, 
and I waa glad to get i5f Sends to come here, I have been fighting in the anti-davery 
and lepabhcan party for thirty years, and now to come down here, and be knocked 
about by this class of gambJevs— I call them a ring of gamblers. 

Queatuni. Does that ring embrace also the leading men of the State legislature 1 

Answer. Enough to carry their measures. Here is an instance in tlus city : we are 
16 B 
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represented there by a man who lias no more huainesa there than a black man ; a man 
was elected hero and got Lis com misaiou, and went there and took hie seat; when they 
got there, thoy found that they coold not use him to oarry their points, so he was turned 
oat, and another man, aasociated with Cheney, was put in. Falseboods and periuries, 
and atufflns of baJlot-boses are all in pi'oof Ijefore the committee, and certiiied ; bat 
they kicked him oat and staffed the ballot-boxes, and brought the other man into the 
seat. If I was iacliued to swear, I should say that such things were damnable; ruinous 
to the prosperity of the State, to the prosperity of the party in the State, and the party 
in the country, when they will sauction aud bolstet up, and keep in office men guilty 
of a thousand such things. 

Quealion. There was a colored man examined here two or three days ago, a Bcv. 
Charles H. Pearce, known as Bishop Pearoe ; it was stated to ua that ho had been in- 
dicted fur offering bribes to men in the legislature ; have you heard to-day of hia con- 
viction t 

Anewer. No, sir; I have not, but I have heard that some were committed for stuffing 
ballot-boxes. 

QaeHion, Who are the persona who have done these thingsf 

Anainer, The persons that have brought this about avo the dozen or twenty I have 
referred to. I could give the names of aU; some of them took one part and some 
another. When Pearce got into office, he was tickled and made a tool ; that was so 
■with the secretary of state, as nice a mau as ever was in the world. But, like a man 
here in the city, who was on the grand jury, aud confessed that he found these swindling 
processes going on, but he refused to sign the presentment, because it would hurt his 
buainess,and it is just so with these men; I speak of these general thiuga ; I will g^ve 
yon the facts if I can, or tell you those who can do so. 

Question. I will ask you to do so, because it iUustcates the misgovernmeut and insecur- 
ity of property in your midst. 

Ansiber. There are men all over the State — capitalists who come hero to invest their 
money; some have come for health, and some because it was a profitable place for 
money, which was 25 per cent, or more. Some invested money in this city, and that 
started property up here 300 or 400, or 1,000 per cent.; now it is going down again. North- 
ern people were coming in here, capitalists anil skilled laborera, and taking up lots 
quite liberally. We paid S:^,000 for the ground our hotel is built on, and when I first 
came here I conld have bought it for |5,000, 1 guess for $3,000. The price went np iu 
that way, because a new Impetus was given to business here. Now there are hundreds 
of men who have invested here who are almost taxed out of the State. 

Question. I want to ask yon about that; what has' been the increase in the rate of 



Answer. It has increased abominably. A year or two after the war the tax in this 
county was about $5,000, and now it ia ^0,000, aud, according to estimate, it may run 
np to $60,000. Yet there are no improvements here, no court-house, and no jail fit to 
put a hog in. 

Quealioa. What has become of the money! 

AMwer. It has been sciuandered by office-holders. I am wJUtag to testify that the 
governor got over $10,000 out of one man for an office in this Stai^e, and he told me so. 

Quesfioit. The present governor ? 

Jjisiper. Yea, s&. 

Qnettion. He appointa officers all over the State ! 

Antwer. Yes, sir. The man came to me; I saw what it would involve. I kept on in 
the party, but I never held any office. Now about buying votes — the secretary of 
state, GiiSba, was offered $oO in one case to carry their point. They planned to "get 
the convention, and they sent their negro agents all over the State. I am ashamecTlo 
Bay that many came from Washington. When they found a man they thought would 
suit their purposes, they said to him, " You help us, and we will help yoa." Tliat was 
the talk ; tney said they wanted to control the State. 

Question. Those men, yon say, are carpet-bakers ! 

AimBer. That is the common term. 

QaeslUm. What is the meaning of the term " carpet-ba^er f " Is it a man who 
cornea hero as an adventurer aud not to identify himself with the people of the State? 

Amvier. Scarcely one of them comes here to become a citizen. Two or three were re- 
jected because they had not been here long enough to be elected. It was disputed alxiut 
some men that they bad not been here long enough. That is true about the lieutenant 
governor ; they put him in in spit* of thelaw. Hero ia Mr. Cheney, who came here U> 
run a paper, and I am ashamed to aay that I helped to get him here. We began away 
back t« get up a presa, and he came here ; he was a clever follow, aud so waa Jenkins- 
Pretty soon he felt aapiring, and fell into this policy of sending their men all over the 
State. Money was furnished here to help carry a certain point. They went through 
the counties, and where they could get together a half a doaen men, they would nomi- 
nate somebody who would bo in sympathy with thia parby, and rule the State. When 
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J ^ „^ ir yon know what fhey did ; the goveruor got himself ioto ofBee for 

four years at an enormous salary, more than the governor of New York hna. 

QamtUin. What does the governor get J 

Anaioer. He gets $5,000 a year. When they got np there and voted this four years' 
office to the governor, and gave him all the appointments in the State, down to that 
of jnatice of the peace, one of them said to our mayor that he should be the favorite 
if he conld control more votes than anybody else, 

QaesHoa. Then it became a mere matter of trade, so mnch in esehange for profitable 
offices! 

Ammer. Tes, sir, and I will prove these facta; everybody that ivanted office must 
pay, and the man nho pays tlio moat gets the office. 

Qlieation. Who gets the profit from the corruption-fnnd from the sale of offices in 
tlieStat«! 

Answer. Yon can see, if yon notice how tbeae fellows live. Here is an instance of a 
collector, who is a defaulter to the State of $30,000 or §40,000, and yet he has his 
■whisky partiea, &o. 

Question. What is his name! 

Avmiter. It is Little. 

QuestUHt. Where ia ho from I 

Answer. From Connecticut. On© of the richest men in this town, who came here from 
down east to build property and spend his life here, stated to an old gentleman here 
tiiat,when he went on one of those parties at a certain time, theyhad their liquors and 
every other thing, and the fellow jwiid f 100 for it, and yet when he came Jiere he was 
not worth a dollar. I know of another ease where an office-holder spent money for 
ftwrty-two bottles of champagne. 

©ueation. For whom was that wine I 

.Insujer. This cliqne ; they have their suppers and parties, and get together far the 
purpose of managing to get the control of the State. I was with them considerable 
along at first, until we decent republicans found that they had nothing to do with 
republicanism according to our ideas ; that their ropublicamam was all spurious and a 
swindle. 

QHestwn. All this has to be paid for by the property-holders of the State ! 

Amvter. Yes, sir, as I will show you. I began to say something about the taxes. The 
taxes here were very moderate, as they used to l>e in Viiginm, The planters and 
people would not tax themselves much, and would do hardly anything ror the public 
good. By andljy the taxes began to increase; we invested money, and went to Dulld- 
fug and improving. Then these fellows got into office, and the taxes began to increase 
year after year. There was a splendid lady up at Falatka, who waa here for awhile 
as a teacher, and is now settled there. She camo down to look after a colored woman 
who used to be her slave. She had bought a niece of land for lier and gave it to her. 
She earoe tome to know about it; shehashacfit about sis yeare. I told her she would 
Jose it soon. She wanted to know how, and 1 told Uer by this swindling that was going 
on here. I called upon her, and the woman happened to have in her baud her tax 
bills for four years. For the first year it was a dollar and some cents ; for the second 
year it was a dollar and some cents ; and for the last year it was eight dollars and 
some cents. The whole property cost but J50, and in three years it will bo all eaten 
np by State, county, audacity tases — nothing of any account left of it. If you will read 
the presentment of the grand Jnry, yon will see how these follows have been swindling 
here. For four years they have been buying scrip to pay into the treasury. The 
treasurer will testify that he did not receive a dollar iu money last year ; that they 
bought scrip at thirty and forty cents on the dollar, and paid that into the treasury. 

Queatimt. These are the public moneys! 

Anewer. Some are loaning money at 3 per cent, a month to my knowledge, I see ia 
the paper of this morning that tlie county commissioners have ordered an appropria- 
tion to pay interest at 3 per cent, a month. The whole property of this county and 
city is as good as any property in New York or Massachusetts, if properly managed. 
There was a meeting of citizens here. The conntj' was bankrupt, and the prisouers 
were starving, and 1 with others contributed to feed them. Why, all this StiO,000 or 
more had been squandered. The people were alarmed and had a public meetiug or 
two, aud appointed a committee, a minority of republicans, to investigate the matter. 
It was two or three months before they could get at the fads, and to-day they have 
not got the booke of the collector. He gave them a written statement that he kept 
his booke in such a way that he could not tell what he bad received. 

Qaestian. He is a carpet-bag^r appointed by Eeedl 

Answer. Yes, sir, and kept iu office and defended by Heed. Reed wiU go around here 
among the negroes and defend these men, and swear that they are perfectly upright, 
aud that we ate spiteful and enemies because we want office. 

QtK»lU>n. You are not an office-seeker T 

Answer. I cannot answer for that exactly. I have never held office, and I have 
refused a great many ; I refused a nomination for this city, and somebody else got it. 
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I maj say that I despise an office-seeker. As regards an office-holder, a man the peo- 
ple have selected tit hold office, I respeut him. But a manwliOKoesaroand grog-shops 
and everywhere else for the purpose of obtaining votes to get into office, I despise 
such a man; yet that is a profession here at the South. Inever saw anywhere else sneh 
tricks and schemes to carry a point and get an office. There was au instance hero 
ia this county. We wanted a new collector in place of Little, and we appointed a 
committee to go to the governor to get him to put in a decent man, and we recom- 
mended one. But he bad his due from the other party, who told him that he must 
pat in somebody who had ioaoence with the negroes. Tney have all the ministers in 
town, except one or two, to preach for them Sundays. 

Quegiion. Are those preachers colored 1 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do the colored ministers nse the chnrch as a political machine 1 

Angrier, Yes, sir ; and Hoed has been there and made speeches, and tolii the negroes 
that he would die for them. I was there working in the Sahhath-sohooL and the 
governor came in. We invited him to address the children, aad instead of that, he 
trent into a political harangue t^ the people. 

Question. This was on Sunday t 

AmuKi: Yes, sir ; and there is not a minister in town, but one or two, who will not 
do the some thing. 

Question. I observe among the colored witnesses before us a great numbe f 1 y 
men, Eev. Mr. Meacham, Bcv, Mr. Pearce, Eev. Mr. Gibbs, &e. Are they t th lass 
you have mentioned* 

Anateer. Yes, sir ; I feel mortified when I see such men as Gibbs, highly du at 1, 
a Bice man and a preacher. He got tickled by tliom with the idea of an fBi* and 
now he is put forward here to watch every movement of yours and ev y h ng la 
that comes up. They watch you to see what you are doing, and how th o. n h d 
you off. That is why I said to jou that I did not want to come in liero to tn f b f 
some of tlieise men who are sitting here at times, because tliey willsoek t b k 1 
my character. 

Question. What part bavo your United States Senators taken in this business f 

Ansteei: Osborn is a ringleader ; Gilbert is a nice man. I want yon to understand 
this thing exactly, and not go home and gloss this thing over, without staying here 
long enongh to find out what the facta are. We do not want you to t^e onv testi- 
mony, hut t6 possess youraelves of flicts that are on recorcL I have no doubt Osbom 
is a ringleader. Mr. Gilbert ia a nice man, but ho has got into the ring; he has money, 
and he likes office. Wlien it was said that ho got his office because he Jiad more 
money than anybody else, he spumed it. Yot in conversation I liavo heard him say 
that he contributed more than $10,000 for campaigning purposes before he got his 
election. Others say that tho men who pay the most get the offices — the .indgeships, 
and all the suboi'dinate offloes, hi™h sheriffs, county commissioners, &c. You see tho 
effect of it in this simple fact, that the tases increase a thousand per coot, a year 
almost, and sometimes more than that. Now, people who have money and con live 
where theypleaae, are not coming here to support such a gang. 

QaesihjH. In yonr opinion what wonld be ttie eifect of attempting to oolleot, on the 
1st of December, the tases now levied heroT 

Answer. There would be mutiny ; some would pay and some wonld not. Some have 
handed tozethor already, and raised a fuud to contest the matter in the courts. It is 
believed that Heed was bribed to issue that proclamation; here, now, on the spot. It 
has been some timu since they have had much, money; they have spent all their last 
year's taxes, nJid they want to get a new supply, Onr lawyers say that the county 
tasee are'illogal, and that we should contest this thing. You will sec the matter stated 
in the speeches of the leading men in the tax-payers' convention, which, I am happy to 
say, was ua respectable a convention as 1 used to find in Massachusetts. 

Queatioti. Do you refer to the proceedings of the tax-payers' convention held last 
jt) 



Question. State the character of that coiivention, and whether you concur in the 
general result of their deliberations. 

Aasuier, I just alluded to it because I thonght it was important for you to know. 
They were Jiot politicians as such ; not peraons who had axes to grind, bnt those who 
grioved at the state of things here, and were willing to confer togetlier, and see what 
they could do lo prevent people from being driven ont of the State. It was afl.<tnmed 
to be, and so hinfiid all around by the papers, a democratic secesh affair, intended to 
break up the republican party, and all that sort of thing, ' But it was no such thing ; 
everybody was invited. I had been among these southern people ; I had been fighting 
them, if you will allow me to be so blunt, almost ever since I have been here. I have 
told them that they must submit to the state of things, and that tboy should give up 
their secesh principles — their southern principles — and como into tho republieau party 
and purify it, and make a decent thing out orit. In this city, when certain men spoke 
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out and said they could not do any good, I told them tbiit tiey would liave all of us 
against them, and ail of the colored people, beoaase we hold the colored people with ub, 
as they were continually beating them, and the republican party gave them their free- 
dom. We eay to the soothern men that if tliey want thetr interests protected, they 
must come over to us ; that the republican ducteine is freedom, as it is the old demo- 
cratic doctrine, now that the slavery q^uestion is oat of the way. And I do not believe 
that there are twenty men of much iufiuence in the State but what are ready to say, 
" EepublJcau party or not, give us honest men, and we will vote them into office." 
Queativa. That is the feeling of the people throughout the State T 
Answer. Tliat iswhat 1 amgoing tosay ; I went to thecoaveotion, not as a delegate, 
but to watch them, because, if the Sonth is ready to do tlie right thing, we can get 
along. I sat and heard all their leading men debate, and I gave them my opinion, that 
there were no two ways about it, that the republican paity would rule this country, 
and this State among the rest, and that they could not help it ; that we had no sym- 
pathy with anything but the republican p^y, not with the ring ; that if that was 
cured, wewouldbeSl right. Tliey debated it and talked about it, and, as you will see 
in their report, finally declared unanimously that they wercready tosacriflee anything 
and everything and do the rufhtthing. I watched them, I addressed them,Igave 
them my opinions as flreely as I do now. They wanted to make a split, to get up a new 
departure, out they could uot get the control of the colored people and the decent, 
honest republicans to reform tSe State until they combined together. And now their 
mostinflnentialmenhavepledged themselves to it. Hereis Westeott, a leadingedi- 
tor, who did the same ; he is now honest, and adopts this doctrine. They wanted the 
governor to suspend the operatiou of the tax law until the legislature could be got to- 
gether and make an effort to have reasonable laws, and to cut down these enormous 
expenses.- Noh- see the spirit following that. The excitement extended all over the 
State, and the people were led to denounce this ring that had voted themselves into 
office for four years, and who had taxed this poor little State for office-holders more 
than the State of New Tork was taxed for that purpose. A convention was held, and 
resolutions adopted for amending the constitution and reducing salaries ; not much, a 
reduction of (1,001) on some, and of |500 on others, where the salaries were $4,000 or 
$5,000 a year, as in the case of judges who spent only a few days in the year in the dis- 
charge of their duties. That became popular, and we supposed it would go through 
without question. But what do we find but Reed, and Gibbs, and others trotting 
around the State, and recommending to the people to vote down the ameudmeiit, on 
the ground that all this money came out of the rich folks, and that the colored people 
would be all the better for it. 
Question. What Hchfolkst 

Answer. Southern mainly, but whoever here has money will have to pay the excess 
of tuxes. 

Qaeetion. You mean the white owners of real estate t 

Answer. Yes, sir. They paraded this State and actually got a large vote iu this city 
to vote down this amendment just to economize a little, and the other parts of the 
State barely Saved it. The argument was, "It all comes out of the rich folks, and dou't 
hurt you any." How, we showed them that indirectly it came out of them, and not out 
of us, for if we are taxed $3,000 or $3,000, we can buy scrip and get out of it in that way 
comparatively easy, while they must pay their biUs, because they are small. Every 
man was satisfied afler investigation fliat the poor men actually b«d to pay this extra- 
ordinary interest, and that half of the burdens had to come on tliem after all, and now 
most all the men of iutolligenoo among the colored people are OQ the other side against 
these abominable aasessments. Some of the colored people have a little property worth 
0, hundred dollars or so, and the taxes upon it will drive them into the poor-house. 
That colored woman, with the little piece of ground given her to save her from poverty, 
will lose every dollar of it for taxes, if this thing goes on for three or lour years. The 
tax-payers' convention did what 1 did not recommend. I recommended them to malte 
a fair light in the State ; they mere pretty much all southern men ; I do not believe 
there were a dozen others. They said, " Let us petition the governor to give us honest 
officers, and to suspend tJie tax until tljc legislature get together, and let us combine 
all over the State to exert an influence to moderate these things." In my opinion, it 
was literally creeping on their bellies. I have concluded that there is no use to expect 
any success unless they come into the republican party. They offered to start a con- 
servative or Union party, but it is the republican party tliat rules this country. I told 
them to take the best men of the republican party, and put on their decent men, and 
carry that ticket, or to put on some of the colored men they had. Colored men have 
ruled this city in the senate until this swindle happened, and in the house ever since 
tliey had a legislature. They have had a senator and two members of the house ever 
since the legislature was organized, until this swindle of Mr. Jenkins. 

Qaeiitioa.What qualifications for government and legislation have these colored 

menf _ . 

A«sa>er. Not a bit. Gibbs is an able man, and Pearce knows somctliing, but tnat is 
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not the questiou. The question ia, who will exert the most influence! Here is Mr. 
Beunett, who nsecL to run the savings hank. They came to him to make him Bhel) out 
the money, and to pledge him the senatorship in WasMugton; but he did not get it 
liecauae he could not raise enough money. Dennett went to Tallahassee, aaid waited 
two weeks, I guess, but he did not get it. He came hack here storming, and went to 
Judge Hart, who was our candidaite, but he did not know it, and told him his troubles, 
and said he was going to have it; that he woold go hack to TaUakaasee and get it if 
he Btaid there all wint«r. Beed B£iid to him, " I am ready to put you in nomination, 
bnt you look out, for if you get black-balled in the seuate you will he disgraced. You 
had better go and Bee if you can get confirctted." The truth wns, Keed and the seuate 
were okeek by jowl. The fellow Ccslt quite tickled at Heed being ready to nominate 
him, but he foaud that there were but seven iu tke senate who would go for iiim, and 
he eame ba^k here cryiug. 

QaaUon. Who was he? 

Ansivcr. Dennett was one of the men who was promised the senatorship in Washing- 
ton. Some were promised judgeships, and every man was promised some thing. It was 
uuderstood at the time that the seuatorHhip was promised to six persons. Gilbert was 
one, Judge Hart was one, Dennett was one ; I think Osborn was oue. I do not speak 
by tke book, but by general faoSs, aud I will answer for all I have said. I may have 
easily omitted some things necessary to make it straight, but I was going through the 
mill all tke time. Every man who was iu the Army claimed to be a politician and 
aougkt an ofBce, and if he did not get it tkey left the State. Jenkins came here and 
Beetled and got iuto office, aud so with almost every other man ; getting ofQce is their 
business, their profession, their religion. There are men living here like millionaires, 
getting only JSO a month to my knowledge. 

Queshun. Would the legitimate salaries of their offices justify sucli a method of 

Auaicer. No, sir ; they would go to the poor-house if that was alL 

Qacstum. Have you any almmouse here ! 

Avawer. There is a place. 

(^ueatitm. Is it a fit place for the ;^o<irt 

Answm: There is a place in the city that is nasty, filthy, hotj and everything else. 
It was said before Judge ling's court that men there were rotting witb lice audftlth, 
because the county would not do anything. Here is Ledwith 

Question. Who is hell 

Anavier. A eonthem man, and, like some others when the war was over, they became 
Union, men aU at once, and very active in getting places. I am very sorry to say that 
Judge Iiong was oue of them. 
By the Chairman; 

Question. T. T. Longf 

Answer. Tes, sir ; he is our district judge. I say things hero I would not want to say 

out, because I am on good terms with thera. But you will find men who fought for 

secession all the way through till it has gone by the board, and then, because they 

want to keep their property, they are Bare to chaiige and be on the successful side. 

By Mr. Batard : 

Qaesttmi. That is like tke Vicar of Bray V 

Anmier. I have heard of the name, but I do not understand it exactly. I am al- 
ways suspicions of that kind of men. This Mr. Ledwith, who is high sherift, holds 
three or four offices, and lets rooms at double and treble rents. He held this office and 
we tiled to get Reed to put him out. Reed said it was incompatible for him to hold so 
many of&ceB. He oamenere and started up, with two or three others of the old citj' 
government, to run this city for f 150,000. They went araQng the colored people, and 
said it would make money plenty and give them business, andtkey would prosper. The 
thing was like to rush through before we knew of it, and we had to get up a public 
meeting for it. The board of trade tried to remonstrate, anddaked whatit was for. 
They said they were going to build jails and poor-houses, and pave the streets, and Ido 
not know what all. Weooutested thatthing, andwocouidnot stop it until we went 
with our reroonetranco through the city, and got a m^'ority of the votes of the city to 
oppose it. They rushed that, and it became popular. 

QueatUm. Did th^ get the $150,000 ! 

AimDer. I was going to say that finally they came arouud very mellow, and wanted 
to know what we were disposed to do. We found that we could not control themany 
way. They made their brags that they could buy 150 votes for $150. I know tliat, two 
or three years ago, 200 votefi were got for wkiaky, mostiy colored people. 
By theCsAiFMAN: 

Qaesiion. And some whites T 

Aiisicer. Tes, sir ; I do not think there is a cent to choose between some whites and 
aomS colored people inhabits of laziness and everything. Wo got a committee to goto 
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headquarters and ooasnlt what could he done. We asked what thej could get along 
with, with the present tas of £30,000 ; we offered to raise money onrsulvesandleodittc 
the county, so that it could get along. TLey said if we would give them 83,000, they 
could get through ; but they did not get that, and the city is getting along pretty ■well 
now. ^t ie running better than any county in the State. 

Sestion. What was the result of such conduct on the part of jour rulers, in the way 
Bof respect and confidence of the people in themT 

AtKver. Bomehody atkid herei within a week, and I indorse it, that there was not so 
unpopular a man in the State as Reed. Nobody respects him, or cares for hiu, or wili 
trust nini, but people of no intelligence and the ring who want offices ; they will ruB 
aStet bim and vote for him. 

Question. What I want to get at is this : has this conduct produced among the masses 
of the people an utter want of confidence in their rulers f 

Anewer, I think so. 

Question. Has it affected the administration of justice and made people feel insecure f 

Atawer, There is no security at all ; they can bribe them as well as stiilf the ballot- 
boxes. We have facts to auow that witnesses have been approached and offered 
money, and those in office have been given to imdemtand that if they did not say so 
and so, they would be turned out of office. 

QiK^Uon. Did that pressure come from the ring that yon speak of T 

JlBsiiier. Yes, sir. 

Question. What haveyoufonud to be the feeling among the white people of the State 
toward all respectable men coming here from tEe North to identify themselves with 
the people of the State, briuging 'capital here and settling in the State T 

jliiffwer. That is what I was referring to in speaking of that convention, in which I 
found so respectable, old-fkshioned, and intelligent men, many of them. They ex- 
pressed their delight and satis&ction at northern people coming here, and pledged 
themselves to treat them kindly. But the story is all around that the Kn-Elux are 
here, and that no man Is safe. Sow, there was not a word of bitterness in all that two 
days' session. They discussed politics a little : one roan undertook to snub me a little 
because I referred to some of these facta. But the^ said. Let piditics go ; slavery is 
dead, and let us see how we can promote the prosperity of the State, and get people 
to stay who come here. People have come here and settled in various parts of the 
State, but many of them hare abandoned their lands and gone off. 

QueitUtn. Do you believe the object of the property-holders here, what we term the 
home people, is simx>ly to obtain an honest government now 1 

jdnsieer. 1 believe it ; some of their most popular and influential men on the other 
ride are ready to do anything. We tell them they must expect to be ruled by negroes 
nntil they come to their senses and ate willing to co-operate in doing what is right. 
They say^ "We are ready to put everything aside, to give up our ptiuciples, and vote 
for any ticket that promises reform, progress, economy, and respectability." That was 
announced and repeated over and over again in that nody of a hundred men ; that is 
their aim and desire now. When I first camehere, they wouldhave kicked usont of the 
Stale at any time: they were ready to spit in our faces. They did not know how things 
were going, and they abused na. We gave them to understand, alter we hail borne it 
a ^eat wmle, that we would not stand it any longer; that we had whipped them once 
and would do it again, and we have faced it down. There are always some men who 
say they will have nothing to do with Yankees. We gave them to understand that 
they had better look to their bread and butter ; that it was root hog, or die ; that if 
they chose to co-operate, well and good ; bnt that we were here, and intended to stay 
here ; that we had the army here, and felt safe enough. Several of their old stand-bys 
and leading men got up, and publicly avowed that any one who would come here and 
settle, and support the interest of the State, would be well received ; and from tiat 
day to this I have found it so, and I have been well treated by them. I told them they 
must take that position, and they have come to that conclnsion. Mr. Webster here 
stopped me on the street, and said, " We must adopt your policy and submit to the rule 
of negroe^" and I told him I was glad of it. My belief is that if the General (Joyem- 
ment would put decent men in their ofiBees here, and use their influence to promote 
these things, tliey would get nine-tenths of the votes here ; that if it was properly 
represented to the soutbem people, they would vote for the republican party aud sus- 
tain its principles. 

QueeSm. Are the United States officials in this State generally connected with the 
class of men you have spoken off 

ATunier. Certainly ; they are the ring-leaders. Some of them who arc holding offices 
here, and have been, are not residents of this State. 

Qaesti/m. Who are they I 

Answer. Here is Major Purman, for one, aud there are a number of that stamp. I do 
not know but there are many who are not residents here. 

Question, Is Major Purman one of the ring yon speak off 

Amwer. Yes, sir ; be holds a Government office. How, to show jou that the spirit oi 
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unsafoty is more from tliose men tbao. from all the Ka-Klus, a gentleman licre iii tlio 
ciiBtom-lious« got hold of some of tLosc facts in regard to the disnoneatj of this Little, 
aud becanse he 'wroto a communication about these tiling to the papera, and asked 
why socli tilings were tolerated, he is brow-beaten iu the city and eowhided in a pul>- 
lio square. 

QtUsiMn. Who is he t 
Answer. An emploj^ in the cnstom-houae. 

Qms^ion. Yon liave been here in the State for some time, and linow a great deal about 
tile feeling of the people. Wonld you have any hesitatiou in settling in any portion of 
lie State where your busineas and desires might carry you f 

Ansieer. No, sir ; not if I could go tliere with some assurance of anything different 
ftom what has happened in one or two of those counties. I believe these riags have 
coveted to bring about Ku-Elitx, so tliat they couhl make capital at Washington and 
elsewhere, and lieep themselves in power. 

'" e people have combined to ^et up these Kn-IOuscr—' 
eve so, from the £ict of their boastinf' alwut them. 

_, ._ thing in the world for our party t« nave sucli tUi „ . . 

publish theiu, and create a sensation that will foster oar paxty;" thatis, therepublloa 
■party. 

By the Ch, 
QwatUm. Who said that T 

Answer, I do not call to mind now who it was ; it was rather a boast among the men 
who were talking about this very subject, because we had got Governor Reed to 
appoint a democrat aud a republican to go up in Jackson County and see the people and 
confer with them as to some men who would not be offensive to thetli. Whou two or 
three cases occurred in that county, we were talking together about them, for I associ- 
ate with all these folks, though I do not appi-ove of all their coui'se. They ma<lo the 
boast that a few such cases as those would do us more good than hurt, and I believe 
they covet such cases. Sow, if Reed and the shetiffe and such folks would aunoniieo 
their purpose to have the law obeyed, and were determined to arrest those folks, they 
could carry it through, I believe. My belief is, that to-day, if Eeed would adopt that 
policy and issue his orders they would arrest all these parties and condemn them. 
They all profess to me that they have no sympathy with such things, that they are 
some drunken fellows who have done it, that it Is not for them to ferret them out. 
Now there are some bad fellows, who do more hurt than good, because they keep up 
the old prejudices,and thisstate of things existing heregivestbem a text and maddens 
them. How if the governor and other leading ofBcere here from the North were friendly 
to the prosperity and progress and development of the State, everybody would say that 
was better than quarreling, and in my opinion they would give that all up. But when 
they are abusing ns so as to strip us of oni property and drive us off, it destroys all 
hope and makes men desperate. Therefore, if they undertake to collect Lhe ktx ou 
the first of December there will be bloody work. 

By Mr. Bayakd : 

QiKsUon. You spoke of men being sent out to Jackson County to confer with the 
people. 

Antutei: The governor appointed a man that was obuosious, and that caused an en- 
mity on the part of some people, and by and by they concocted a scheme, a sort of 
drunken tToiio, and knocked him over. Thoy complained that the citizens would not 
arrest thera, or perhaps that knowing the mots they would not bring them in gnllty. 
The complaint is that it isouly swindling, unprincipled chaps tbi'ough the county who 
manage this kind of tldng, and who do not care how much offensive matter may come 
out of it. 

Qvsatum. You say that here they have been using tho negro churches as a political 
machine T 

AHswer. 1 do not know personally about that ; I had come here and gone to work iu 
those churches as a Christian man, inthe Bible classes, &c. 1 donot know about their 
churohes, but the ministers who come from there are of that class. It makes my blood 
run cold sometimes, when I think what prosperity and progress might be enjoyed in 
this State, if we only bad a decent State goveruuient, and the co-operation of the Fed- 
eral Government, aud the assurance of the southern people to come into a fair state of 
things under the republican standard. I say thaC if they do not do that we will quit 
the state and they may tot. Now it is orushiug every young man who comes here to 
settle, and deprives all the colored of every prospect of ever rising in this world, by 
the existing taxes and various other things to make tools of them. I have spent so 
much of my life in tiyiug to promote and establish what I thought were anti-slavery 
aud republican doctrines, that it makes me ashamed to see avowed republican men, 
come down here to out and carve out a state of things hostile to prosperity and honesty 
and reputation aud everything else. 
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Qnesliott. Yoa have had o, system of r^ilwaja projected through the State f 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How are the loana liandlcd whioh are issued by the State lu aid of those 
railroads t 

AHeieer. I cannot answer tliat qnestiou so well. I underatajidsubstantiolif that the 
governor has been fool euough to pledge four or five millions of dollars to aid in bHild- 
ing a railroad, and to bring persons here upon condition that they would complete 
the raiboad througt to Mobile. Well, as I uuderstatd it, they have got somebody to 
sign those bonds and to put them in condition to be issued by the proper officer when- 
ever proper progress is made. Bnt the result has been, so I have beeu told, and I have 
reason to believe it la true, that those bonds have been got possession of and Bent to 
New York and Europe and 8C[uandered. Yoowillsee all that ia the report of the tax- 
payers' convention. And the proceeds that will be realized to the State, after commis- 
sions and diseoouts, &o., will bo aliont thirty cents oii adollar. 

Question. Have you read an article in the Tallahassee Sentinel, of October 28, 1871, 
taken from the Floridian, entitled " What has become of the proeeedB? " 

[The article is as follows ; , 

"What has become of thb peocebds I — It is now pretty generally understood that 
the larger portion of the proceeds of the four millions of State bonds issued to the Jack- 
sonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Company in 1S?0, haa l>een squandered or mis- 
applied. The houdawere issued ostensibly to enable that company to 'complete, main- 
tain and equip its toad,' bat no such purpose has been auljaerved, except to a limited 
extent. Out of the proceeds of $2,800,000 of the bonds, there have been partially graded 
and prepared for the iron ninekea and a Imlf miles of road bed, all of which is not 
yet paid for, and an alleged purchase of iron foe a like distance, of which some tea miles 
only have been received nudlaid. Not an engine or a car has been purchased, or anything 
done, except in the partioulars mentioned, towards oompl<»ing or extending the road. 
For a bettor understandiiie of the Ube to which the proceeds have been, applied, ws 
append hereto an exhibit made by S. W. Hopkins & Co., contained in a sworn bill 
filed in a New York conrt aslring that the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Kailvoad 
Company be restrained from prosecuting 8, W. Hopkins & Co., on account of their 
agency in tlie saJe of the bonds and the disposition of the proceeds. The bill sets 
forth their contritot with Gen. Littlefield, as president of the road, wbich contract se- 
cured to them the exclusive right to sell the lour millions of bonds already issued as 
well as three millions more yet to be issued. The bill- also alleges that 2,800 of the 
bonds for $1,000 each, making 83,800,000, were sold for £136 la. IM each, and that in 
order that the agents might he reimbursed their expenses attending the negotiation and 
sale of the bonds, they were offered to S. W. Hopkins & Co. by General Littlefleld for 
£100 sterling each, qfier General L. had been informed of the price at which they had 
been previously negotiated. The tbllowiug letter from General Littlefleld making the 
0^^ is set forth in the bill ; 

" ' 58 Old Beoad Stkeet, Loudon, November 14, 1870. 

" ' Gbntlembn : I herewith offer you font thousand (4,OO0J Florida State 8 per cent. 

Kid bonds, in aid of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Company, for 
.000 gold each, at the price of £100 sterling for each bond in the city of London, sub- 
jeet to the commiBsiou agreed as per contract, dated 13tli day of April, 1870, with your 
good selves. 

" ' I remain, gentlemen, yours, faithfully, 

'"M. S. LITTLEFEELD, 
" ' President Jaelc$oninlle, Penaacola and Mobile Sailruad Compani/. 
'"Meaars. S. W. HorlONS &■ Co., London.' " 

" On the 28th of the same month, S. W. Hopkins & Co. accepted this offer and thus 
became the purchasers of the whole four millions at the price mentioned. The bill fur- 
ther alleges that the proceeds were disposed of as directed by General Littlefleld ; that 
$800,000 of the four millions were directed and agreed M be turned over to North Car- 
oUna, which direction was subsequently disavowed by the directors of the Jacksonville, 
Pensacola and Mobile Railroad, and this disavowal was the origin of the suit by the 
commissioners of North Carolina againat S. W. Hopkins &. Co. ; that prior to the con- 
tract with 8. W. H. &, Co. to sell bonds, General Littlefleld had contacted with L. P. 
Bayue & Co. (the parties who now hold some $400,000 of Florida G per cents, for a 
large loan to Geneva] L.) to uegotiat* their sale, and that Bayne &■ Co. claim oommis- 
siona under their oonti'act, which S. W. H. & Co. have been instructed to allow and 
pay. There are many other allegations in thebill which it is not now necessary to refer 
to. The most interesting portion of the acpos^ is ' Schedule F,' which accounts for the 
disposition of the moneys received for 2,S0U of the bonds, which schedule is in words 
and figures as follows : 



db,Google 



CONDITION or AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 
"SciiEaiuLi! r. 



Iron shipped to Florida by snndry vesselfi ., 8153,933 05 

Premium of iuaurance on do - -. 1, 156 13 

Freight on do. paid l,87(i 14 

Drafts paid fuid a«ceptaaces given as follows : 

Jaraea G. Gibbes 155,000 00 

JoDnie Hunter 300 00 

A. Hnliiig 5,000 00 

F.A.Dookray 5,000 00 

J.P. Sanderson 67,193 33 

J. L.ReqiiB 6,000 00 

A.G. Cattel 735 00 

J. B. Clarke 75,000 00 

Balance of judgment m. Pensacola aud Georgia Eoad, with 

interest 30,000 00 

J. StMeeoh 12,000 00 

R.E. Swepson 50,000 00 

First National Bnnk, Knoxville 19,684 36 

B.F.Brutou 10,000 00 

John Rankin 9,225 17 

J. E. CampMl l,97(i 87 

W. W. Hubbard & Oo 500 00 

W. Camaimgs& Co....... 460 61 

Drew & Davis 377 53 

S. B. Stepbone 300 00 

Grocers' Bank judgment vs. Eoad -. 5,790 75 

Mrs.E. Holland - ;»0 00 

JohnT, Dowoese 20,000 00 

BaJancedae ou Jacksonville property ..,■, 2,590 04 

Governor Eeed, ou account - -.. 3, 500 00 

D. P. Holland, on account..: 4,630 00 

M. S. LitOefield 1,178 50 

For engraving draft-book and letter-heads 35 25 

T. B. Coddington, ou account of B. Houston's 

claim, $1,000,000 bonds $57,895 33 

E. Houston, account do 122,000 00 



M. D.Papy, do '... 16,000 00 

Traveling expenses to and from Florida hotel fares oce»n 
cables, and other expenses while there, of 8 W Hopkins 
and T. B. Coddington, and advances to R Stewiid 6, 316 38 

J, B. Clarke, for express to Florida 100 00 

G. B. Carae, for express to Flonda 60 00 

E. Steward, Washington 100 00 

Advertising July coupons 3(! yo 

Leijal expenses defending suit*, by N W Woodfin and L 

P.Bayne 17,850 00 

The following payments made in London 
M. S. Littlefield, while in England £4 981 IH 5 

Draftfrom Florida 4 4JJ H 3 

Baring Brothers & Co., for A Bamett's Uatm l<t 349 14 1 
Brokerage on iron purchased by order Little- 
field ffW 07 6 

Clews, Habicht & Co., for G W Swepson 3 '17 IS 7 

CommissionersofW. D. ofW N N C E E 10 000 00 



For 2,800 Florida State bonds, as per agreement, £100 ; loss 
commission, £10; less deposited with trustees to moot 3 
cvapoas, £24^£34, is £66 for each bond £184,800 = 997,990 00 
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Amount now due S. W. Hopkins & Co. for actual cash advancea and 

acceptances $93,113 54 

8 W Hopkins &. Co are ubligated tor the tollowing amuants against 
prooeodB of bonUa viz 

E. H Gamble $15 000 00 

F H. Fla^ 4 0(]0 00 

S B Codduigtoil 2. Olio 00 

L P B-H-ne&Co '^on 000 00 

I. H Porter 10 000 00 

J) F HoUawl 1 3(>5 00 

Amenctiil Bank Nl te Company for eugiaTiug bonds 3 o''2 49 

■\\ D of N C r li Company 350 000 00 

Go\ BTuor HjrriBoa Eeed 333 "50 00 

847, Ga7 49 

945, 800 03 
S. W. Hopkins & Co. have received notice of the following claims : 

Bayne & Rogers, (attached) 105,000 00 

E. R. Swepson, draft 21,216 00 

— _— 126,216 00 

1.072,016 03 

" It will be seen from this astonishing ' balance sheet ' that only $308,939 of tLe pro- 
ceeds of $2,800,000 of bonds have been applied to the purpose for which they were 
issued, viz, completing, equipping, and extending tJie road. It seems that the bonds 
were sold by Hopkins & Co. for about 66f cents on the dollar in gold ; that they were 
subsequently sold by Littlefield to Hopkins & Co. for about 48i cents; and that after 
commissions and a year and a half of interest had been deducted there remained appli- 
cable t« the use of the company about 32i cents on the dollar in currency. We know 
very little of the aecnracy of the exhibit, but it is apparent that no ineonaidevable 
portion of the mouey has gone to parties who had no legitimate claims on tbe road. 
Wemay remark bore that some of the alleged jiaymentsaud aeceptauees were for teijal 
services, and for stock in the Central road, (as is the case, we are informed, with the 
Hon. M. D. PaiJ^andR. H. Gamble,) which road could not be bonded until parties 
botdiuK the stock could be settled trith, they refusing their consent to a heavy lieu be- 
ing created so Ions as they remained stockholders. 

" Taking this exhibit all in all, it is a remarkable esposnre for the people of this State, 
who are expected to pay the bonds at maturity, to ponder. For the present, we leave 
the matter t* their consideration. There ia much not yet told in connectidn with these 
and the bonds yet to bo issued, which, in due time, will be made known."] 
Aimcer. I have looked it over. 

QiustUm. Do yon canoar generally in the statements contained in that article 1 
Anineer. 1 believe it is tme. I took occasion yest^i'day to inquire and find oat what we 
can. substantiate beyond that; theysny that has not been denied by anybody, and that 
there is a great deal more not embodied there, showinghow the whole of our State has 
become morteaged in bonds to these fellows. 

Question. Did thev say that yon people would have about 21 per cent, per annum in 
gold to pay on the ioan ? 
Aimeer. Yea, sir. These statements of espenditures are not denied. 
Que«Uon. Who Is the chief manipulator nf these honiisf 
Anaieer. I do not know. 
Qu^itloH. To whom were they issued? 

Amioer. They were issued to be in the hands of the State trust committee, I think. 
The State is bouud by some obligatiou to bennderthe direction of that committee; 
Mr. Adams is one of them. I suppose they were in their hands with instructions to 
deliver them so and so; but somehow Beed got them ont, as I understand, and issued 
the whole of them, and they have gone into the market, and the road is not done. 

Question. I observe here tiiai the house of Hopkius & Co., of New York, are the per- 
sons of whom the claim is made; who placed these bouds in the hands of Hopkius 
&Co! 

Aiteaer. Littlefield, who I understand figured around the governor and got the bonds, 
and then, ns stated there in the article, he went to Hopkins & Co. aijfi made arrange- 
ments tfl geli money on tliem. I went t« Mr. Adams yesterday to find out about those 
things; wehavohadoiieof your supremeconrt judgesdown here to test some of these 
things. It was brought out here that there was a reserve sinking fund in the hands 
of this committee. Mr. Adams, the secretary, could give you chapter and verse about 
it. I only know what is general report, and ivhat has not been denied of thoso facts. 
He is not here now, but will be here t«-day. 
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Que^ion. la there any printed, statement of those facts ! 

Ani^ner. I do not know that there is. They never knew anything about this until 
those folks in New York brouaiht it out. 

Question. It came oat io a snit in the courts of New York I 

Amwer, It was repotted that North Carolina was swindled a great deal hy Littlefield, 
and they issaed an order on our governor to deliver him up, hut the governor was 
bought up, we think, and wonld not do it, Tlien this process was gone into of bond- 
ing the property of the State, and they undertook to carry that scheme ont. A lawsnit 
was brought to restrain them, or to get an injunction on them, or something of the 
kind, and that brought out these points we have got here ; we did not know them before. 
That gave us new light, and gave us fright, that we should be rained and bankrupt if 
our bonds go off in that way, and we get nothing for them. Then there is the Improvo- 
meut Laud Company, where they gave away 1,100,000 acres of the best land in the 
State, at 10 cents an acre; some of it worth two, or three, or four dollars an acre. 

QuettUm. Who got that J 

Anewer. New York parties, under the pretense that they would import population 
into the State ; that ttiey woold sell lauds all over the State, where they might select 
them, at 10 cents an acre. We have had a lawsuit, and have had Judge Bradley down 
here trying that case ; we found that was another swindle, and he pnt an injunction 
on it. That, and this North Carolina af&iir, and the Hopkins affair have brought out 
a lot of foots that we did not know. Aa I say, it is a process, that ^.s time rolls on will 
bankntpt ns, and everybody will be driven out of the State. We see no end to it un- 
less you will help us, and it is precionalittlo toaskfor. Itoldaomoof my oldassociatoa 
list winter, when I was in Washingtoa, General Wilson, and General Butler, and others, 
who were inquiring about the state of thiaga here, that there was such a state of 
things going on here that it was ruinous and should bo checked. 

Question,. Is there any soreness about the disfranchisement of certain classes by the 
fonrteenth amendment! 

Answer. There was a great deal, though there are bat very few affected by it. 

Qumfioa. What would be the effect of a general measure of amnesty ! 

Jlimeor. Well, I do not believe it would do any good, because they would be 
encouraged to band together and fight. lu other States they keep it up now, the 
hostility and persecution and aU that, where they are rich, but here they are poor, and 
there are Bofewof them that are not influential,- they used te carry their points by 
money, and bribo the press and leading men. 
By the Chairman : 

Qit^ion. When did they do that ! 

Aminer. All through the war, and prior to the war, in my judgment, I believe they 
nsed to keep men in Washington, and New York, and Europe, and pay them. I am 
satisfied that the southern people who were rich were determined to control the country, 
or ruin it if they could. I have had quite a comljat with Butler about that. The 
result of my mission was this, that they employed presses, and got men to spend their 
time in Washington, just as we are obliged to spend time in Tajlahassee to overrule this 
state of thiugSj and ofiset them. But serionsly, the principle first brought out by Marcy, 
that "to the victors belong the spoUs," has been carried out, and it is in existence now 
in the minds of a great many. But in this State I am glad to say that we are pretty 
much free of that kind of thing; there is nobody to bribe or to be bribed. 
By Mr. E-vyarb : 

Qveellim. You mean on that side f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chaibman ; 

Qaestion. Their own weapons are turned back on them t 

Anamer. Yes, sir; and I tell them I am glad of it. 
By Mr. Batakd : 

Qaestion. Was there ever in the history of Florida such a reign of taxation and cor- 
ruption as there is in this State now t 

Anateer. I do not know. 

Question. Was there ever saoh corruption in this State ! 

Answer. There might have been some corruption, but they made no improvements ; 
I was not here ;* there was a great deal of using of their biggest men, sending them 
abroad and having them in public places, so'aa to rule public seutimeut, 

Qv4istlm. Out of the State J 

Answer. It was here more or less, njore formerly than now, for they had rich men 
formerly. But now we have old secesh men, who formerly were rich men, influential 
men, but when. I came here first they pleaded poverty, and could not pay their bills, 
but now they have got beyond the fear of confiscation, and they are coming out and 
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bnildine houses and loiining money; sc 
those wiio, when I first came here, weri 
Qaestion. Where waa their money! 
Answer. I do not kuuw , bnt they had it somewhere. 

Question. Thej feared conflBcatiOQ md kept secret the fact that they had means ! 
Anatcer. I think so. 

QutstiON. Are those the men who have heen interested in the goTommout of this 
State! 
Ansiver. They were form' rly 

Qa£ation. I mean during the last six years t 
Ansv>er. No, sir. 

Qutalion. Have they not been exolnded from any participation in the government of 
the State J 

A«siver. Yes, sir ; everybody was excluded who was I 
cratic principles, or who was a southern man, nnless lie ci „ ^ 

Judge Ledwith and some such men, who are as blackhearte<l secesh as any of them, 
bnt who turned over and became noisy republicans, and got some of the best offices ia 
the State. I am on good terms with Judge Long, but I use liim to illastrate the fhct. 
Bat there is rather a pleasant feature to me to find that the o!d rebels who helped to 
carry this State into the rebellion, and wlio foaght for it all the way through, old 
Colonel Anderson, and some of them, are the quietest men. They do not approve 
much of what lias been doue, but they acquiesce and are now wiUiug to malce the best 
of it, and would do all they conld do to promote the progress and prosperity of the 
State. I have been asked forty times to send forward statements that the southern 
men were polite and kind to strangers. President Sears was here some years ^o, in 
connsction with the Peabody fund lor the benefit of schools all over tliB South. 1 used 
to know him, and I asked him what he was here for. He said, ■' I have bean here two 
days ttyinz to find somebody interested in schools." I soid, " Come with mo, and I will 
show you." I took him to Jadge Hart, to the mayor of this city, and to a few leading 
men here. He promised to furnish funds to support a teacher. Somo of the old lead- 
ing men here, Anderson and others, came out and made speeches annonuciug that 
they acquiesced, that they were thankful to have help ; they said they were embar- 
rassed and poverty-stricken, and couldnot do anything, but they were delighted to find 
that somebody would befriend them, and said that they would provide the places and 
all that. 

Qnestion. Those were the old secessionists f 

Ansxver. Most of them were the old rebels, priocipally of that class of men. 

Qae^Uott. Did they desire to avail themselves of the kindness of Mr. Sears ! 

Answitr. Yes, sir ; they pledged themselves to bnild school-houses, some of them did. 
The rich men generoUy send ^eir children to the North. They got a system up in the 
legislature for a free-school system, bat this brutal system has swallowed up all that, 
and the scliools did not get it ; the fund civen by Mr. Feahody is not available, because 
they have not complied with certain conditions. 

Qa«9ljon. Am I nght in taking the substance and gist of your testimony to be that 
the disorders now existing in Florida, and the evils that now affiiot yon liere, are 
caused by the corrupt and ineffioient State govemmeut, and by the oiBciais here, both 
State aud Federal? 

Answer. lu my opinion, that is God's truth, with few exceptions. 

Qvesliox. Tlio exception in the State government is the one you have made, theState 
comptroller, who, you think, is an honest man 1 

Attsu'er. 1 might except some others if I knew them aU, but I do not know anybody ■ 
bnl; him ; he has exposed some of them. Here is &iO,00tl, $30,000 or $40,000 of am of 
the collectors locked up here, and they do not call upon him or bis bondsmen. 

Qaetlion. I will ask you another question ; from wliat you have seen of the people of 
Florida, and from your experience here, do yon believe that the disorders which now 
afflict you in this State, woold cease if an honest and respectable State government 
was organized from her people, and honest men were selected t« represent her interests T 

Aits^ner. 1 have ny kind of doubt of it ; I liave had tbe pledge of a hundred of the 
leading men in diiferent parts of the State, that they would all acquiesce and thank 
God and everybody else if they could see that broaght about. 
By the Chairuan: 

Qws^n, What is your age 1 

Answei: I am sixty-nine years of a.ge. 

Que^ion. I imiierstand that formerly you belonged to wliut was called the abolition 
party f 

Amwer. Yes, sir ; and then to the free-soil party, and tlieu to the rcyublioan party. 

QuestUm. When did you come to this State ! 

Answer. Six years ago. 

Qae»tkm. You brought a great deal of capital here ? 
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Question. How nmeli t 

AnstMr. Out family btongM abont $100,000 here ; we have invested in a hotel aod 
some houses here. I liave beeu mstrnmental in briDgiug, periiitpa, a milliou ot doUara 

Qaeatien. I want to know how much you brought t 
Anmer. Allourfamily,about8lOO,000. 
Questicit. How much have you yourself brought ! 



Jineioer. No, si 

Qaeation. Yon have referred to Judge Long; what is his character ? 

Ansieer. I thought I had given you a pretty good synopaia of that. 

QueaHca. Is he a man of good oi bad character ? 

Anmnei: Very bad. 

Qaestioa. In jour opinion, is he not a disgrace to his office ? 

Answer. Yes, air, and to his patty, 

QueeUott. Have yon ever heard of a respectable widow lady going to him to set 
some advice about her husband's estate, and that lie offered to make any order die 
pleased if she would submit to some vile proposition of his 1 

Ansvier, I have heard of it. 

Qaeation. Do you believe it I 

Ansrver. I do. 

Qaestvjn. You spoke about some man who gave |10,000 for an office ; wiio was he ? 

Auetaer. I do not want to call names. 

QiMstian. 1 want yoo to call names. 

Anatcer. Then wait till that man [pointing to United States Marshal Conant] goes 
out and I will tell you. [After a pause.] It was Mr. Gilbert. 

Question. He gave Governor Eeed $10,000 for his present ofBce as United States 
Senator ? 

Answer. Understand me exactly. It was teported about that he had bonght the 
office, and iu talking over political matters with him, I told him what> the rumors were, 
and be repudiated tbe whole thing, and seemed to be very much astonished at the 
Idea of buying au office. But he admitted that be had contributed very largely to 
oampaign eipenaes, &c. I told him that I had understood it in that way, that he had 
coumbuted largely to campaign exx^enses, that he was a good man to bleed. 

Quealfon, In other wortls, he had contributed $10,000 to the eampaigii espenses of the 
republican party ! 

Ansvier. He told me that he had given more than that. 

Qaeslion. And the legislature afterwards elected him to the United States Senate! 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. That is what you mean by hie giving $10,000 to the governor for an office i 

Answer. He said it cost him more thaw that for political purposes ; when, he was 
appointed we did not know who he was. 

QaestioB. Is that what yon meant to say ? 

Answer. I do, that it cost bim more than $10,000 for political purposes. 

Qaeation. In the way you have meotioaed ! 

AnsKer. Yes, sir. 

Qwestiim. I understand yon to say that there is only one honest man connected with 
the government of this State, and he is the comptroller t 

Ansieer. That is my belief. 

QaeatUm. And all the rest are 

jlMSWier. What we call policy men, who hold that the policy must be carried out at 
'whatever cost of principle. 

QuesiMtn. You have spoken of Governor Eeed ; is he a wealthy man 1 

Ansaier. No, sir ; he came here poor ; he has been sued forty times. 

Qaettion. Has he exhibited wealth at times T 

Ansteer. He bas been well off, but I guess he is pretty poor now ; h^ has been ened 
and his property has been attached. 

Question. Has ho much property ! 

Answer. Not a great deal ; I think he has spent his money traveling and election- 
eering, mostly. 

QaestioN. Did you know him at the time he was elected ! 

Ajtevier. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did yon vote for him 1 

Answer. I thinlc so. 

Qaestitm. Did yon at that time regard him as an honest man f 

Amwer, I did not like his x>olicy, bnt he was nominated by the republican party. 

Qfiestion. Did you regard Mr, Gibba aa an honest man thcii ! 

Answer. Yea, sir ; I had full confidence in him as a Christian a 
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Question. Did you know Mr. Punnan ! 

Answer. Not tbeu. 

Question. Did jou know Mr. DiekeuBon, wlio was killed? 

Jnniwr. I did not. 

Question. Did you know Dr. Kreniiuger, who was killed? 

J.ttsii'er. Not personally. 

Question. Did yon know Dr. Yearty, who was killed f 

Answer. Hot peraoually. 

Queslion. Do you inclade all those men in your list of felouH and rascals 1 

Answer. Those that were killed ! 

Questi/yn. Yes, 

Answa: No, sir; nylist embraces less than twenty persons, and they aie most all 
hero ; two or three have Kone off. 

Queetion. Yon have told na about the United States officials in this State, and you 
said you did noC wish the United States marabal to be present while you wuro testi- 
fying here. 

Amtmr. I did not ; I do not think my life would be eafe here, if it oould be taken 
secretly, if it should be known what I have told yon. 

Questioa. What do you say about the United States district attorney here, Mr. 
Bisbeel 

Ansuiei: That is true ; I think he is a fine man. 

Queslion. Yon have confidence in him ? 

Answer. I have. When we were electioneering in the early part of the campaign in 
this State, he was proposed for governor, and he refused to go into the ring. When 
he saw how Beed was cutting and carving in the affairs in this State, lie <li:cliued to 
be part and parcel with them, ae I and several others did. We rather stand out. 

Qu^Hon. Have you held any office since jou hare been here f 

Anstoer. No, sir. 

Question. Have yon been an applicant for any office 1 

AnsKer. Ho, sir ; I never whs. 

Question. You have never sought any nomination ! 

A«s«>er. No, sir; but I have refused a great many. 

Question. You never wanted any office t 

Answer. I never had any iuotination that way. 

Qnestitm. Where were you Cnring the war? 

Answer. I was in the war, fighting the battles of freedom. 

Queslion, In what capacity t 

Answer. As super! ntendeut of the freedmen, prior to the Bureau. I ran the Bureau 
a long time before it was oi^nized. 
Question. Where were you stationed? 

Answer. At Fortress Monroe, I was tliere all through the war and a year after the 

Question. Did you have an opportunity to purchase any lands that were sold for 
taxes f 

Answer. In Virginia, yes, sir. 

Question. Where did yon purchase any? 

Answer. At auction; there in Norfolk. 

Question. Do yon hold those lands now 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How mncti in amoaat and valneT 

Answer. Not much less than 810,000, 

Question. Have you sold any 1 

Answer. No, sir ; they are not worth anything. Confiscation of lauds does not last 
only ttuough the lifetime of the old owner. As long as you have broncht that up, (I 
know you would not do it unless it was pat in yonc mind,) I will say that we bought 
those lands under the sauotion of the Government to cut up and parcel out to the ne- 
groes ten aores apiece, to make them homesteads. I was arrested and tried for ten 
Says by a conrt-martial for swindling the Government, by old General Ord, who ac- 
cused me of everything vile and disorderly. 

Queslion. What was the result of that conrt-martial ? 

Answer. I was exonerated, where there was over ^200,000 involved. 

Queslion. You were court-mattiuled for embezzling from the Government over 
$200,000 f 

Answer. There was as much as that involved. I had charge as quartermaster and 
disbursing officer of Government affairs in relation to freedmen and abandoned lands. 
For a grpat while I saved the Government a thousand dollars a day inniakiug the ne- 
groes support themselves. 

Question. What was the result of that court-martial T 

Answer. If you will read the result I would like to have ydu read it, (patting his 
hand in his pocket.) 
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Qii^lion. Tou have it here iu ^onr pocket? 

Am»i>tr. Yes, sir ; I snppOBed it might be brought up, and I put the piece in my 
pocket. As loDg an y oit proponnd each qiiestlODa, I would hke to have you know what 
' this is, rather tb»n to talie ray word for it-. I believe all on the court-marticil were 
democrats. I want to have this paper read before all these gentlemen. 

Qti^tlon. From what paper is this taken ? 

Jnsnier. From the Wasliington Chronicle, I believe ; I mu not sure. 

[The paper referred to is aa follows : 

"Captain Ciiakixs B. Wilder.— We have mentioned the fact of the aireat of Captain 
Charles B. Wilder, of this city, superintendent of freedmen at Fortress Monroe, and liis 
acquittal by tho court-martini convened by General Ord ; bnt the following is a sequel 
to those transactions which must be grati&ing to every friend of Captain Wilder, aait 
ismoBtcouipliniontaj'y to himself. ItisaddressedtoQeueralHoward, of tbeFreedmeu'a 
Bureau, and signed by Charles K. Graham, Brevet Major Geaerul ; W. K. Howard, Col- 
onel Thirteenth United States Artillery ; E. V. W. Howard, Lientenant Colonel Third 
Pennsylvania Artillery ; Oliver Wetmore, Major Thirteenth New York Artiljery ; John 
Stevenson, Major Ttjird Pennsylvania Artillery : 

" ' The undersigned, officers oonstitutiuK the court-martial for the trial of Captain 
C. B. WDder, assiatant quartermaster, and late assistant superintendent of negro affairs 
in the Department of Virginia, take pleasure in recommending Captain Wilder as a 
competent and fit person for a prominent position in your Bureau. 

" ' The investigation of the charges against Captain Wilder led to an examination of 
his aota, and the management of bis department during the whole term of his admin- 
istration, ooToring a period of more than three years, during which time nothing was 
found caillngfor complaint, butmuchwasdiaelosedmeritina; praise and commendation. 

" ' Among other thmgs, Uie evidence disclosed the fact that Captain Wilder was the 
only Government officer who interfered at tlie proper time to save the improvonients 
made by Government on the confiscated lands offered for sale, aud to protect the inter- 
ests of the freedmen in their occupation of ttie lauds. 

" ' The evidence offered by Captain Wilder in his defense showed the int. 

Captain Wilder in bidding off certain lands to have been to promote the int 

the ftoedmen, aud not to appropriate them to selfish or speculative purposes. 

'"Wo have reason to believe tliat few Government officers can exhibit a more 
economical, faitbfnl, and correct record erf tho management of their departments than 
Captain Wilder is able to show of the administration of the affairs of Tiis department 
of assistant superintendent of negro affairs. 

"'Wetherefore most willingly recommend Captain Wilder for some important posi- 
tion in a department where he has had so much experience and exhibited su much abil i ty 
and fidelity to the Government.' "] 

Qiutlioii. Were yon afterwards appointed, as there recommended ! 

Anmer. Ho, sir; I have the original of this in writing. 

QMBBlioB. Yoa were a wealthy man when yoa went into tho war ? 

Anexer. Yes, sir; I was able to take care of myself. I never had a dollar but what 
I worked hard for. I spent the money for land to favor the colored people, but iinding 
it would not give them a good title I was advised not to let them have it. 

QuesttOK. What do yon think, after experiment aud triiil, has been tho result of giving 
the n^roes the elective franchise aud the right to hold office ( 

JMOTwr. I was sorry to see it at first, for they wei'o not lit for it ; bnt it was the only 
remedy against the secesh vote, which was right the other way. When I first came here 
J should have been driven ont of the State within the first six montlis if I had not 
asserted my rights. We conld not have any control or peace here if there was no 
inflneuce bnt that of the southern people. 

QmwHOk. Well, after the trial tliat has beenmade, what is yonropmion of givmg the 
negroes the right to vote; has it beeuasnccessor a.failuret 

Anatner. Well, sir, neither, in my opinion. I was sorry to see it until they were 
better qualilied. But I believe it was a necessity, and has been a benefit It was 
abont the only thing to bring the southom people to their senses -vaA 1 im „lid to 

Questi/m. Do you think it is auy longer necessary that they should be alkiVLd to 
TOtof 

Av»icer. Yes, sir. 

Qumlion. How long will that necessity, continue T 

Angwer. As long as they live; they will become informed and get qualified faster 
than the poor whites. 

QaeslUm. Suppose the secesh element had acquiesced in tlie authority of the Govern- 
ment, and had not kept np this hostile and bitter opposition to it, do you thiuk it 
would have been wise, in that case, to let the colored people vote f 

jdnMcer. I do not think there would have been any occasion for it. I always depre- 
cated it nntil they could be put on probation for a whUe. 
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QaestMHi, I wish to got your opinion, whether thoy are fit for solf-govornraont. 

Ansicer, No, sir: hut I think they ati> as well qualified as one-half of the white 
people here ure. 1 do not think they oaght to hare the control of this State, nor yet 
the whit«B. One is about as good as the other. I have seen aa mncb meaunoas 
on the part of the whites as on the part of the colored people ; they are as Baaily 
bought up. 

Qaesiwn. Do yon confine yonr opinion to these people in charge of the State govern- 
ment, whojvoii say, are so dishonest and corcupt, or do you extend it to others T 

Answer. To everybody that participates and backs them up. 

Qaesiion. You say ihoro is a class of white people who are quite as unworthy as the 
blacks t 

Atmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that a lar^e class in this Stated 

Answer. Quite a considerable class; what we call poor whites. 

Question Are they new oomj rs or old residentet 

Answer. Old residents. 

Qncslion. Then how many people do yon think there are in the State of Florida — 
Tfhat proportion of the people hero — are capable of being intrusted with self-goveru- 

Answer. It would be mere guess-work. Idonot think I could give a very intelligent 
answer to that question. But, my opinion is, that one-half of the colored and white 
are unfit, for they are ignorant, and do not know what is for their best interests. 
These demagogues go about and deceive them, and get them ta vote them into office 
aud power. They wiU promiae them a thousand things which they wO! never get. 

Question. Is that pecaliar to Florida 1 

Answer, I do not Icnow but it is so in other States. I have had more experience in 
this State and in Virginia, hot they had no privilege of voting there then. 

Question. Yoa took port in politics before you came here? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have spoken of General Butler. During the past summer, he has been 
making a pretty severe urraigument of the State ofucials of Massachusetts, has he 
uotf 

Ansieer. Yes, sir, and very justly, I think. 

Quealion, Yon think they are amenable to the same sort of censure 'as the ofEcials of 
Florida are? 

Answer, In a sense they ate, I am ashamed to say. 

jQMMfiiJn, His arraignment of them has been unite as severe as youra of the officials 
of Florida! 

Answer. I think it haSj and I do not think he has said t-en words there that were not 
tme. I do not believe in many things he has said and taught, but 1 do really think 
with him about that policy. Yon will see it in New York, more or loss— the policy of 
office-holders and managers. When they hav.e been in office a great while, and have 
control, they cut, and carve, and parcel out. You see how thoy betrayed the temper- 
anoo people, opening their beer-shops aud grog-shops, as thoy do in Loudon, to degrade 
the people. 

By Mr. BiYAHD : 

Question. And yoa are opposed to such persons and practices ! 

Answer. Yea, sir ; I think it is to degrade the poor. 

Question. Who do yon suppose are the parties who furnished the chairman with these 
questions that have been pnt to you t 

Ansicer. There are plenty of such men. It was Cheney, pretty likely. There arc 
plenty of men who would blacken my character, and rako up things. 

The CHAinMArf, (to Mr. Bayard,) To what questions of mine do you refer T 

Mr. Bayakd. The one about the witness having been tried by court-martial. 

The Chairman. That matter was first alluded to by himself. 

Mr. Bayakd. It was brought out by yoar questions. 

By Mr. Bayabd : 
QuesUon. These same suggestions came from this ring that you have spoken of as 
corruptly rnling the State of Florida in tUeir own private interest ? 
Answer. What suggestions t 

(jaestion. These charges against you personally, that might alfect the weight of your 
testimony. 

Answer, Undoubtedly ; I suppose the suggestious must have been made, because I do 
not see how any of yoa would he likely to know those facts. 
By the Chairman : 
Qaestion. Did yon talk to any member of this committee, and tell him what you 
would be likely to say, so that you might be sninmoncd here as a witness J 
17 B 
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Ansicer, No, sir ; I have told some members of this committee my opiniona in regard 
to some thiags. 

By Mr. Batard : 

QuesUoK. I havB no objection to your stating witli which member of the committee 
you hart yonr chief convereatiou. 

Answer. I tallied with Judge Scofield a little one eveniug and to you. I built the 
hotel where yon are stopping, and I biilieve he spoke to lue first. You joined in the 
uonversation, and I answered some questions. 1 believe onu question was as to how 
long I Lad been here, and whether 1 1'elC my life was safe here. 
, Question. Who asked you that question i 

Amicer. I think it was Judge Scofield. 
By Mr. Scofield : 

Questwn. I do not recollect asking yon aoy such q^iiestion. 

Answer. There was some conversation; I dv uot kuow But somebody eleo might have 
ntiked me some questions. 



jACiisONViij,!!, Flokida, Notmmber 14, 1871. 

WILLIAM BRY80N sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman: 

QuetUoH. State yonr age, where yonr wore bom, where yon now reside, and what is 
your present official position. 

Ansieer. I was sisty yea.ra old on the 30th day of last 8cpt<imber ; I was born in Bun- 
combe Coucty, North Caroiina, and I now reside in Suwannee County, Florida ; I am 
judge of the third judicial circuit of the State of Florida. 

Qiteetimi. What counties are embraced in your circuit % 

AmiEer. Columbia, La Fayette, Suwannee, Hamilton, Madison, and Taylor. 

QaesiiOB.. We ara inquiring into the question whether the laws can be administered 
Ikirly for the protection of life and property in this State. 

JtMUW. W^, sir, in those counties it has been pretty had, aiM it is bad ;et ; but 
there is a cliange, though there are a great many crimes committed now, tlie perpetra- 
tors of whieh it appears to he, almost impossible to bring to justice. 

QuaUon. Why 18 that? 

Anawer. I think it is from two causes ; I think there is an organiaatioa therein those 
counties, or at letwt in some of them, and that there is so much sympathy with that 
organization, that it is impossible to have the parties brought to jnstice— impossible to 
get the sheriff to discharge their duties and arrest them. 

QuesJiOK. How does that organization to which you refer manifest itself, and how 
does its sympathizers operate npon the municipal officers, the sheiifia, i&c. T 

Aimmr. It prevents them all tn some way from doing tlieir duty, either hecause of 
intimidation, or because of a kind of sympathy with it on their pai't. 

Question. How does it affiect juries ! 

Answer. That is according to the character of the person brought before them ; that 
is the way it shows itself. 

©ueettoK, As Judge, you can only declare the law T 

Anstt<er. I have tried to compel those men to do their duty. 

Question. Still, the judge cannot act as public prosecutor, for 

Answer. No, sir ; but in my instroctions to the jury, I have gone as far as I thought 
I dared to go. , 

Question. If the judge was to aasnme the character of public prosecutor, he would be 
at once referred to the celebrated Engli^ precedent, Judge Jeffreys T 

A-MVJer. Yes, sir; I can only judge &am what I see. 

Question. What is this organization to which you have referred t 

An^ieer. I do not know what it calls itself ; it is generally termed Ku-Klui. 

Qaestiim. That is ibt popular naoio ? 

Anstner. Yes, sir. I have never had any of their signs or secrets shown me but once. 

Qu^stimt. Who showed them to you then t 

Anatcer. A man in Columbia County. 

Question. Who ia he % 

Answer. George B. Cook. 

Question. What were his representations about them ! 

Aiiswer. His representation was a star with five points. I was so stupid that it took 
me a long time to know what it meant. After a time he showed me that there were 
three K's t« be made out of it. He then showed me what ho wauted, and told me that 
if I held court I would be assassinated. I did hold court, and I was not assassinated. 
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Qaesiion. Did he give you any intimation of wliere be came from or by what aothor- 
itj he spoke f 
Atimcer. I do not remembor that ho did. 
Qaeatlon. What is his charaetor and Btandiiig f 
Ammr. Well, sir, it ia rather bad. 
Queslton. How does he stand with his owd people ! 
Atamer. With aome of them very well, and with some very bad. 
QueaHon. Does he belong to what is called in this country a good family f 
'iswer. I do not know ' ;-;.,, n.. j t. — j i 

By Mr. Bayaud : 

Qaeotion. Tbo appointment of sheriffs, and of all the officers in your State, rests with 
the governor, does it not) 

Ammr. Yes, sir. 

Quesiioa. He can remove and appoint at pleasure ! 

Amtmer. No, sir; he cannot remove them witliout a, conoarrence of the senate. 

Cuesfitm. Can be suspend them I 

Ansiver. That is a question that has never be«n determined ; I hold that be can, but 
I do not know what the supreme court may determine. 

Question. Upon charges of malfeasance or nonfeasance against an ofBcer, cannot he 
be suspended and another put in his place, or his place be supplied by special authority I 

Anstecr. Tliat is » question ; if the governor has no such power, he ought to have it, 
that is all I can say. . 

Quealioti. The yower of the original selection of those officers lies with him T 

Anaicer. Tes,sir; entirely. 

Qfiestion. You were appointed by the present governor? 

Aneteei: Yes, sir. 

QueWton. And the sheriffs of the different counties you have referred to were also 
appointed by him T 

Ansiiiei: Yes, sir, 

Qaettiiyn, And the prosecuting officers were appointed by him also ? 

Ansuier. Yes, sir. 

QiiesUon. Is not the entire stfltE of county officials appointed by the governor, with 
the exception of constables t 

Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is the only elective officer ! 

AitsKer. Yes, sic. 

By the Chaiemah : 

QseatioR. Please to state in the interest of which political party, if any, are the Ku- 
Klux organizations arrayed. 

Answer. In fiivot of the democratic party ; there is no doubt aboat that. 
By Mr, Bataed : 

Qaeation. Did yon state that youhadany personal knowledgeof those organizations! 

A^imner. Only what I have said. 

Qii^Hm. What that man Cook told you ? 

JnMper. One other man has told me something about it, and wonld have gone on to 
give tne tlie particulars, as he said, but I did not desire to have them, and he did not 
give them to me. 

QuaUon. Those are two sources of information I 

Ansmer. There are other sources of information, 

Qaeition. Have you over seen any of these parties in disguise in your State t 

Amwar. No, su-. I was down the other day where this last murder was committed, 
and wasinquirincof a very intelligent gentleman, Judge Magee, if there was any clue 
to such a thing; he said that, so far as the white people were concerned, there was do 
information, but that the colored people had seen a party going to and returning from 
the phice at the time the murder was oommittetl, 

^uesfion. What was the cause of that murder T 

Avs«.'er, There was a little difficulty between him and his landlord ; that was al' i 

Qaeal»n. Whowaskilledf 

Auivifr. Mr. Allison, 

Qaealum. Who was he f 

Anitas. A citizen of Madison County. I was at Judge Magee's the other day, anu 
asked him if there was any clue to it. 

Qiitetion. There was a potBonal difficulty between him and the person from whom he 
rented ! 

An«u:er. That was the only difficulty the judge had heard of He said the white peo- 
ple bad no due, but the colored people had seen parties going to and returning from 
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the place tbat same night. I asked Bome of the colored peoplb ahout it, and they said 
the; had falao faces on. 

By the CsiiRMAN ; 

Qite$tum. Who was this party who proposed to give you information f 

Anawei: Duvall Selph. 

Qaeaiion. You preferred not to be infonnedf 

Avajcer. Tea, sir ; 1 got other information in this way ; I was formerly a partner of 
the State's attorney, and very frequently persons would oomo into the office wheu he 
was absent, aud conunence telling me things. 

Question. Ton had been a law partner of the State's attorney! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; up to my appointment as judge, I was a law partner of the State's 
attorney ; that is Uie way I got this information. 

Queatioit. Who is your State's attorney f 

Answer. Charles K. King was then ; the present State's attorney is S. B. McLin. 

Qaes^on. What ste your political affinities f 

Answer. I have not any ; I have always defined to the governor, and everybody else, 
in this way ; that I am not much of a republican, that I ant not a radical in one sense 
of the word, and that I do not know that I have a democratic hair on me. 

Question. What are the political affinities of this prosecuting officer? 

Answer. He is a republican. 

Question, What was Mr. Kingf' 

Answer. He professed to be a republicau then. 



Jacksonville, Flomda, November 14, 1871. 

E. G. JOHKSBN sworn and examined. 
By the Chairmak : 

QuesitiJn. State your age, where jou were born, where you now reside, and what is 
your profession. 

Answer. I am thirty-one years old ; I was born in haywood County, North Caroliuij, 
and I now reside in Lake City, Columbia County, Florida ; I am a doctor by pro- 
fession. 

QacaUon. What is your present official position in this State T 

Aasmei: At the present time I hold a seat in the State senate, 

QiKSHon. How long have you resided in Lake City T 

AusKer. Fonr years. 

Qu«8Jton. Since 1367 ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. We are inquiring as to the security of life and property in this State, nnd 
the equal efficiency of the laws as they are administered for the protection of the 
people. Give us' any facts beariog npou that subject that have come within your 
knowledge, or that you know upon reliable information. 

Answer. So far as I am personally eoncemefl, I have not felt that there was much se- 
curity during the last sixteen or eighteen months — since I have been connected with 
polilical matters in Columbia County. Up to that time nobody kaow my politics ; I 
was practicing my profession, and of course I had no trouble at all. 

Qucalitm. Upon which side did you engage In politics 1 

Answer. On the republicau side. 

Question. I understand you to say that since you have done that, you have not felt 
secnieT 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. Why not I 

AMtoer. From threats that have been made on ditFerent occasions, and from assaults . 
made on me, jiarticalarly on the day of election, on the 8th day of November last ; and 
the threatening demonstration a that 1 have witnessed have made me fee! decidedly in- 

Qiiicstion. Give us, as briefly as you can, the particulars of these acts to which yuu 

Anawer. T have said that, up to the time that I engaged in politics there, I had no 
trouble. I wasnominatedoutherepublicau ticket for the State senate. Wo had quite 
a sharp political canvass, and thero was a great deal of bitter feeliag one way or the 
jther. The first open demonstration there was on the day of election, I believe. Hpw- 
ever, on the night previons to the election, they got up rather a disgraceful riot in 
town, and ran off quite a number of colored men. Infactilhad pretty much given up 
the election. I went oat on the street the next morninc, about sunrise, having staid 
at a friend's house, so that they might not know where 1 was. When I made my ap- 
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pearance on tho public square the nest morning, I was surrounded by about a hundred 
men, mostly armed witli pistols ; I saw bnt few guns ; I saw few. They claimed 
that I was tho cause of the riot that was got up the night preceding ; aud they threat- 
ened me, and said that I had better go into my house and stay there ; that that was 
the only way I could expect to have a quiet day that day. I believed such .was the 
&ct, and I went into mytonse and staid there, and did not go oat OS tho streets at all. 
I tnew if I went oat there, and there was a riot provoked in any way between tho 
colored and the white people, they would be likeJy to kill me tliat day, and in order to 
prevent that, I concluded not to go out. 

QutiUon. You had given np any hope of an election ! 

Answer. Tcs, sir; beoanae two hundred or two hundred and fifty men who would 
have voted for me wore driven off that night by the riot. 

QveeUoH. That was tho riot yon wore cnarged with exciting t 

Auatvei: Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you received notices in writing, or verboUy of a threatening char- 
acter ! 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir. I received a notice about sis months ago of a threatening char- 
acter, which 1 never showed to any one. I have not that notice with me. But on tho 
3l9t day of last month, I believe it was, I received a notice, of which I have a copy, 
which I famished to the Lake City Heiiild, with a brief note from nie. It was pub- 
lished in that paper on tho 2Sth of last mouth, and is as follows: 

"KU-KLUX LETTER. 

" Hw Kv-Klax Utter to E. G. Jofiiwon, of the IPlonia State scjiole, (ftreofeninj him tvith 

aseaseiitation unUaa he rescue ftis seat, as extracted from the Lake Gitg Herald of the 2Stft 

October, 1871. 

"It is the united and sworn voice of over "*"" (four thousand) Floridians to preserve 
their rights, or lose their lives in its defense ; and what is resolved is not the effect of 
inconsiderate rashness, but the sound result of sober deliberatiou in brotherhoods, 
aud the representatives of the brotherhoods ia council. 

"The wisest step for nsurpers, or men occupying your position, to take la, to forth- 
with abandon or resign usurped places befor^ it ia too lale. Snch men as are now 
wrongfolly In the legislature 1* Is roaolved shall not thus ran over the rights of the 
people. Yoaknowyou never was elected ; you hold your seat unlawfully and nnjnatly. 
The true spirit was never so unanimous and universal among tho brotherhoods as now, 
and espeolaUy since the North Carolina persecutions. All the Ku-K1uk laws, all the 
courts, all the soldiers, all tho devils in hell cannot stop the resolves of the brother- 
hooda. The destroyers of our rights— that is, unprincipled leaders, such as you — if 
they persist, will fall one by one ; It is sworn to by brave men, who are obliged to act 
in secrecy from the power of olrcumstanees. 

" It Is left to yon whether you choose ••'•• (death) or peace, Krimlnger had 
warning, ao had '*••* (Diotlnson,) and so had *'*'* (Mahoney,) so now have 
yon ; and there Is not a glimmer of hope left for you If you persist in your course of 
protending to bo elected. Soch general venality it is sworn to displace, if not volaii- 
tarlly pre^ce in a reasonable time. 

" iou can quit with eclat and honor to yourself by volunt-arlly, honestly, aud pub- 
licly resigning, stating truthfully that you waa not elected, or have no intention of 
further churning a seat or contesting your oppoueut's election. 

" The brotherhood honors 88 well as punishes, and never pnnishes without it is 
deservedly. It will be best for your reputation, and for yon, never to show this to any 
one ; it will be certainly known if you do— yes, as certain as the sun rises or the 
moon sets; this is certain, as yon do not know whotlie brotherhood are; if you do, it 
may be necessary to resort to whaC is not desired from motives of self-preservation. 

" For God's sake, his-laws, and y oar own interest, and those you love, do right. Yon 
undoistand. 

"It is determined upon, the government must be purified. For God's sake, jour 
own sake, aud those you love, make a new beginning. 

" Our country Is above party or human nspuatlous. My promlBi« are aceomplishcd 
to notify you ; farewell! For God's sake, do not treat this lightly. ' pray you save 

Jour country from another Brutus who loves his eonutry better than Cssar. It is 
etter to learn somo things by foresight than eveiythlng by fatal experience, which 
may be too late. 
" May God, In hia influito lueroy direct you eo that you may be preaetved I 
"Because some half-dozen of you have succeeded to form what is oolledalegislature, 
you must not conclude that you can overcome the law of gravitation. 

" Nature is governed by tho laws of cause and effect. The tornado can overcome 
the law of gravitation. Man cannot love a person, thing, or action thatisrevoltiug to 
his own soul. Gooduess in man is the spirit of God— tho power to advance right. 
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May the Lord of Hosts, tlio spirit of nature, guide you, and awaken your understand- 
ing before you are approaebed in darkened Iioui's to give year acconut to the Eternal 
Mind. Thmk well, review your course, and study the unlrersal laws of recompense. 

"O! may you receive a fresh inspiration and behold your aitnation with a clear 
vision, and see that wronga such as yon are perpetrating canuot succeed. 

" Learned i^orance has presided over the fnneral of the South to its utmoet lengtli. 
Tfie wisdom <a God, the Lord of Hosts, direct a deliverance. 

" Isaiah tells of tlie iniquities and uDTighteousness pertaining to earthly rulers aud 
wrong governments. Nature directs the true remedy. The human mind, when vicious, 
uirprogressed, and unspiritual, uses combinations, rings, kings, and forces us courts and 
soldiers, the intermediates of devils and men, ruled by the iQlers of the infernal i^ions. 

*' The despotic stage of human development bos blazed out, and the brotherho^ see 
that it is time that men, honest men, should receive essential i^od, and not evil, from 
government; this is the sound conviction, and it must be carried out; and to demon- 
strate it is the province of the brotherhood. Justice, and not wrong, must and shall 
rule, is the all-auimatiiig xirinciple. 

" By just such advice and areiiments, to have a secret ioiluoaco and elevating 
teaching, wo expect to do more than by violence; bnt, if necessa^ for antagonism of 
positive order, it will not be neglected. We must have peace, and we are determined 
to destroy, in the most effective way, every antagonistic feeling for peace. 

"We understand yoni position, and the influence that directs you, esacUy. You 
must discipline yourself from such wrongful temptations. 

" Think of your position with a little calm investigation, aud of those who are using 
you, of your situationj and see if it is worth youi while to lose all to continue suck a 
coarse. It only requires an honest and dispassionate comporisou of ideas, truths, 
wrongs, and dangei's, to soothe and restore every antagonistic fociiug for pence. 

" Yoiir education and that of her lately taken to your bosom, aud religions convic- 
tions, compared with the known laws and constitution of uatare, ought to he conclu- 
sive. You are a self-determinine;, free agent ; and now, properly notified and beseeched 
and implored, do, for God's s^e, for the sake of your country, for the sake of the 
brotherhood, who are watchmen on the towers, make yourself a man, a living man — 
changed, improved, ratiouat, truthful, and right. Fride and repugnance must be over- 
come; it is only now the development of a corrupt age. Honesty dii'ects the good man, 
modesty the virtnons, and meekness the man of wisdom. The words of the brother- 
hood, like the sun, dissolves the clouds which are obscuring the rights of the people, 
aud their unity in power. They are in wrath, and yon know they ought to be. 

" The ahove was received per mail, and post-markpd ' Jacksonville.' It emanated 
from four or five worthies, in and about Lake City, who are marked men. The writer 
has been wholly unable to disguise his hand; and, ^ain, his hypocritical language and 
composition betray hito. Let me say to them that they wiU only be safe so long as 
their threats are not carried into execution, for, just so snro as I fall, they will know 
that I have placed avengers upon their tracks that will never rest nntil they have 
visited upon them swift and just I'etribntion. 

" E. G. JOHNSON." 

(Question. Have yon any idea who the author of that isf 

Answer. I certainly have an idea, but at the same time I cannot prcive it. 

QueslUm. Have you such information and such a knowledge of parties as to lead you 
to believe in your own mind who they are ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; the strongest fact I have connected with the authorship of that 
letter is this : About six months ago, when I retnmed firom the meeting of the legisla- 
tnre last winter, I was approached by a man who resides in Lake City. He advised me 
to quit the parl^ ; be said it could not sustain itself in this State, and he wanted me 
to quit the party. From the man's conversation on that occasion, I judge that this is 
his composition, 

QtKition. Who was the man who had that conversation with yout 

An^vjei: Martin P. Doby, a lawyer in Lake City. 

QixeeHm. That letter was sent to yon ? 

^nsteer. Yes, sir ; it was post-marked at this place, Jacksonville. 

QaestUiii, You spoke of one which yoi\ say yon never have exhibited to anybody I 

Ansieer. It was pretty much of the same ciiaraeter, and evidently in the same hand. 

Question. There was no signature to it? 

Answer. No, sir ; nor was there to this. 

QueBtion. Did this gentleman give yoa tfl undei'staud that honors aud emoluments 
would aeome ftom tho other side if yon would leave your party aoil go to them f 

Anarner. He gave me to understand that I was decidedly unsafe in tlie position I did 
oocnpy. 

Qaf^ion. He addressed your fears rather than your hopes ! 

Jnsiew. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you known of auy violence to other parties that would lead you to 
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be more eolicLtoua OQ jour own account; hiive thero beeii any persons kilted ia that 
county f 

Aneteer. There have been aome ais or seven aaanssi nations in tbat county. 

QiKsUon. Can jou give the names and dates? 

Anmuer. I can give about the dates. I keep a daily memorandum, and I have been 
noting these thinea down. I have some extracts; I do not know exactly the dates; I 
was not certain that they would be necessary. The following is an. account of murders 
and outrages coniuiitted in Columbia County, taken from my daily memorandum : 

"1st. In tMfall of 1868, Thomas Jacolia, colored republican, was called to his door 
at night and shot dead. The next day, at the inquest, Holtemange, Koon, Sberley, and 
others, who were the murderers, ^ve testimony upon which Wilbam Beauford and Ike 
Bush, colored republicans, were arrested and imprisoned for the murder, and wonid 
probably have been hung had they not escaped from jail, and before they were recap- 
tured the jBurderera disagreed axii told on each other. They have since fled the 

"Sd. In the spring of 1969, Lishar Johnson, acolored republican, was taken out of the 
house uf one Hugh Brown, a white man, at night, by disguised men, sinc« which time 
he has not been heard from ; hat, shoes, and clothes were found in the woods. 

" 3d. In the fall of 1869, Timothy Francis, a colored man, and an active and working 
republican, was threatened, and his bouse being visited by armed men in disguise at 
night in search of him while he was absent, ho became alarmed and fled the county, 
and was employed by the railroad company to pnmp at Sanderaon ; within less than 
two weeks thereafter he was shot dead while pumping, just after dark, by disguiaod 
persons. 

" 4th. In the fall of 1869, one Ike Ipswich, colored republican, had come in ftom his 
work, and was standing in his door just at dark, and was shot dead by a notorioua dee- 

Eerado named Hukenbottflm. HS.was arrested and tried before Judge Long, the court- 
ouse being filled by armed men and threatening desperadoes, some being c^ugbt on 
the jury. He was aequitted. 

"5th. In the fall of 1869, James Greeo, colored republican, was taken fiwm Ilia 
house by disguised men, carried Ave miles, and shot dead, and thrown into a pond, 
where ho was found a few weolis afterward. His body showed that ho had been tor- 
tured before he was killed, to extract from him something. One of thi«e against whom 
thero werestronesuspicionsaBbeingoiicoftbemurderers.haastated that be was com- 
pelled to tell all the secrets of the Union League, and the plans of the republican party. 

" 6th. In the latter part of the fall of 1968, the colored people had a social party at 
Prince Weaver's honse, a prominent colored republican ; five or six disguised men fired 
on them, killing little Samson Weaver, aged thirteen years, and dangerously wound- 
ing three others. Weaver had been holding political meetings at his house, and bad 
been warned against it. The shots were feed at htm, judging from where be was 
standing. He had to leave the county for safety. 

" 7tb. In the latter portion of the summer of 1870, and dnring the canvass, Robert 
Jones, a colored, ropublican, who both democrats and republicans admit to be cme of 
the host citizens, white or bla^ik, in the county, having retamed from the republican 
county nominating convention, and whCe standing in bis house after dark, was shot 
dead by some unknown party. Ho told some colored people the day he was killed that 
while on his way to the meeting be bad a political talk with a democrat, and' had 
beeu threatened by him because he would not givo up republieanism, and said that he 
would not be safe in that neighborhood any longer. 

" Mahoney, republican, and member of the legtslatnre, has been killed. 

" Robert Prolson, repnblicajj, and Isaac Bush, republicuJi, have been whipped. 

" My house has been flted into. 

" The maislial of Lake City has been defied, and an attempt was made at night to 
assassinate him, a shot grazitig the skin near the heart 

" The sheriff' has been driven from Ellisville, and other places, and forced to resign. 

" The United States deputy marshal has been resisted. 

" Houses have been burned. 

"i'rom two to three hundred colored men, throughthreatsorfearof danger, have fled 
the county, and are now in Jacksonville or other places, for safety. 

" Not a man has ever been punished for the commission of any of these crimes." 

Qaeilion. Has any attack been made upon your own house 3 

Aneiner. I received notice, I believe it was during last summer, aome time after I re- 
turned firom the meeting of the legislature; Mr. Day 

Question. The lieutenant governor ! 

Jnwcer. Yes, sir. Mr. Day came into my house just after dark and informed me that 
he had seen two 'very suspicious parties outside of my house, evidently in disguise; that 
he had slipped ai'ound the back way and had come in to notil'y me that? there might be 
some there. About that time Reuben Hart, a colored man, came in, and toid me that 
be had seen two parties who were certainly watching the windows. I told htm to go 
out and see, and come back and let mo kuow, and 1 would go out and see about it. He 
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went out and satisfied Mmself from tlieir movcraenta that they were wiitclimg roy 
house. He told another coloredman, Nat Ljon, that there were two men watohiogmy 
honse, and he wanted hira to look after them until he had gone into the house and 
iuformed me. This man Ljonhad been dtinkiDg a little, and concluded that he would 
capture them. At that time thej had eat down behind a work-bench, on the opposite 
eiae of the street. He walked up to them and hailed them, and asked them who they 
wei'e. They did not answer; and he demanded ^ain who they were. On that second 
demand they fired on him, and as he was standing between them and my housn the 
whole load of eight buckshot went into one room of my house. They then made their 
escape. 

Question. Did yon find out who they were ! 

Anafner. No, sir. Then, a short time after that, having made known that I was goinB 
toleavehomeonacertainnight to go to Jacksonville, late in the evening I abandoned 
the idea, and went out as naual to stay with a iHeud of mine, for I very rarely spent a 
aight in' ray own bouse. On Saturday it had. beoD talkod about that I waa going to 
leave on Monday morning at 3 o'clock. The sheriff was boarding in my house, and he 
wanted to go to the country the next morning and make some arrests. He left at 2 
o'clock ; the train left at 3. As ho stepped out of the house into the street he was ap- 
proached by two disguised men, one on each side; he spoke to them, and as soon as 
they heard bis voice they went off. 1 apprehended that they were looking for mo. 

Quettlon, Yon say you are not in the haT)it of Bleeping in yonr own bouse J 

Anmier. I did not very often last year; I have been sleeping at home now most of 
the time for six months. I have different quarters now; I waa then occupying aone- 
st«ry house, but Bince that time I have taken a two-story house, where I can go up 
stairs for the night and feel safer. But for fifteen mouths I have not even had a light 
in my sleeping-room. I always eat my supper before dark and go to bed early. 

QiK»lion, Have yon a family t. 

Answer. I have a wife. 

Qaeition. Who is this sheriff you spoke of. 

AntKer. Warren S. Bush. 

QimtUm. How long bos he been in that officet 

Atiswer. About twelve months. 

QuesKoK. Who was his predecfiBSor ! 

Answer. Robert Martin. 

Qa^tion. Why was the change made T 

Answer. Well, sir, I hardly know, except from rumor. Martin resigned and Bush was 
appointed his successor. It hoa been reported that Martin was got after by some armed 
desperadoes out in the conntry one day, where he wont to make an arrest, and was 
taken into the woods and told Uiat he had to promise two things : one, to go home and 
resign forthwith and not attempt to serve another paper ; and theotber thing was, that 
he must never tell who he saw there, Iknowhecameback, and did no business in his 
office after that, except to wind np the affairs of his office. 

Qatttion. What is Uis narael 

Answer. Robert Martin. He has been summoned before this committee, but he lives 
among some of the worst characters in the county. 

Qaettion. He has not come hero, so Cir as you know T 

Answer^ No, Kir ; he is not here. 

Question, Is he a man of property f 

Answa: He has some property. 

Qaealion. Your impression is that he would not regard himself safe to eome here ? 

Jinstoer. Yes, sir, that ie niy impression. 

Qnestian. Has there been any resistance in your neighborhood to the service of pro- 
cess of the Federal or State authorities ! 

Anavser. Yep, sir. The municipal authorities bafl/e never been able to arrest any 
parties from tho country who came into town and violated the munioipal regulations 
of the State. They never came into town except in parties of thirty and forty together, 
so as tu be able to resist the munioipitl authorities. That was their custom a year ago, 
bnt it is not so much so now. 

Question. Has tbeUuited States marshal had any trouble there T 

Aiawer. Yea, sir ; I believe one waa resisted last fall. 

QiK«ii<m. What was he trying to do t 

Ansuier. To make an arrest. 

QiuetUm. How is it with the courts thbre ; ate they able to redress these wrongs ( 

Answt^. It seems net^ I have ennmerated quite a number of outrages that have 
been committed, and nobody has ever been pnnished for them. 

Question, State whether in your opinion, or whether yon have any reason to believe, 
there ie an organization in that county known popularly as Ku-Klnx. 

Aniioer. Well, sir, I believe there is such an organization. Of conrao I cannot prove 
:t to a mathematical certainty. 

^neBlioti. Do you think it estends from that county to others? 
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Jnixcei: Tea, sir, I tbiak it does. I ilo not know boiv it is in otlier States, Itut my 
idea of the organization in this State is that it originateB from what is known iiero as 
democratic clubs. For instance, they will organize a demoeratic dab, and in the or- 

ganization of that clnb there will be a secret-^rvice clause ; and I think it originates 
■oni tjiat secret -service clause. Of course, whoever does not belong to it has no means 
of knowing anything about what they do. 

QatsUon. In tbeso extracts from yonr diary you refer to Judge Long? 

Aiawer. Yes, sir, as being judge on the bench at the trial of Hnkenbottom. 

(^eslioii. Are yon acquainted with Judge Long i 

^HSMier. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is his character as a man t 

Answer. Well, very bad jncraUy. He does not seem to command much respect in a 
moral point of view. 

Qii^tiim. Is he not a very immoral man I 

Anavier. Tea, sir ; so regarded. 

Qiustwn. He stated before ns here yesterday that the witness who haxl been previ- 
ously examined, of the name of Prank Myers, hna treated you very unwortkUy, and 
from that and other reasons in his opinion, Myers was not a man. entitled to be believed 
DD his oath ; what do you know about that T 

Amieer. 1 reckon I liave greater reasons than any other man not to believe him, and 
1 cannot say I would not bdieve Itim. It is true he deserted me on the day of election, 
bat then he assigns reasons for it. He said that jrom personal considerations he was 
compelled to do it. He was county commissioner of that county, and chairinan of the 
boaM. That board of county commissioners broke up all the precincts in tlie county, 
and established three in the town for the protection of citizens, believing tiey could 
be better protected there than in the country. After that act he was caught up near 
Ellisville by a party of men, and threatened for doing so, and had to promise to go 
back to Lake City and use his influence to establish tbe country precincts again. He 
came back tliere, but whether he used his influence or not it was not done. I suppose he 
Mt lie was not in eood standing with those men, and knowing that they were coming 
there on the day of election, he felt unsafe, and necessarily compelled to do what he 
did do to save himself. 

Queation. Is Ellisville the place where they reaisted the United States marshal in the 
execution of process! 
. Anioer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. WasMyera formerly a member of the deinocratio party t 

Anwier. I think he told me he formerly belonged to the democratic party ; I do not 
know what ho professes to be at this time. I know he worked with ns about two 
months before the day of election, and on the day of election he deserted us and 
used his influence against us. He has since told mo that ho was forced to do so, and I 
have some reasons to believe that he was. He told me before the election what had 
happened at EUisville ; that they had threatened him unless be restored those precincts. 
By Mr. Bayard : 
Que»Uon.y!ho do you think wrote these anonymous letters ! 

Ansvier. Well, I gave my honest opinion 'that Martin P. Doby wrote them; of course 
I cannot prove that he did. I do not recognize the handwriting at all, but I do recog- 

QuaUoH. I observe that you state in this note that "the writer has been wholly 
unable to di^uiae his hand." 

Ansamr. I do not know bnt what I have reason to believe it is in his handwriting, 
bat am not positive. 

Qaea&im. This note signed E. G. Johnson is one written by you ! 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Qi>e$iiim. Yon say in this note, " The above w 
' Jacksoaville.' It emanated from four or fivo worthies it 
are marked men." 

Ansaer. I think there were others who knew about the letter". 

^€*Hi>». You say also, "The writer has been wholly unable to disguise bis hand," 
Doyonmeauby that that you recognized itf 

AtUKee. I canuot swear x»osilively that I recoj'nize the handwriting. 

Qvmtion. You go on and say, "And again bis hypocritical language aiid composition 
betray him." That was the second independent method by which you detected the 
authorship t 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Qu«ation. b that your meaning T 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. When was this paper prepared, referring to outrages in yonr county ! 

AnmDer. A few days ago; it was taken from the original journal which I have been 
keepiu); ; the dates are not in this copy. 
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Qaesiioa, In whose handwriting ia it ? 

Jnauier, In mine. 

Quention. Where did you write this ? 

Answer. Id Late City. 

QHesliim. Where did you get these blanks frooi, 'tW. J. Purmau, asBeasor of internal 
revenue," upon which you have written this ? 

Antiner. I am bis assistant. 

(}uestiott. Toa hold your position as State senator a mi also a ]]ositiou as United States 
assistant assessor T 

Aaawer. Yes, sir. 

(JaesUoa. These blanks ore furnished yon by Mr. Furnian ! 

Avmver. Yes, sir, 

Qiieslwn. He ia also a State aenat.or i 

Answer. Yes, air, 

(Jaeefuin. You prepared this before yon came down hero f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quettion. What offices have yon held ia this State, besides those of State senator 
ftud United States assistant assessor f 

Anaiuer. I have never held any other position, except for about six months on the 
board of county commiHSiooers in Columbia County. 

QaestioH. How large is Colnmbia Coaotyf 

Answer. It is about sisty miles north auil south, and about twonty-fivo miles east 

QuMlion. Where ia Lake City situated in the uouaty? 

Answer. It is abont the center of the county ; it is about as far from Lake City to 
the Georgia line as it is to the Alachua County lino. 

QuesUiyii. In that county there were formerly three precincts T 

Aii»wer. I do not know how many there formerly were ; perliaps more than that. 

Question. Mr. Frank Myers wasohairman of the board of county coniuiiasiouers, and 
they abolished all but one precinct T 

Answer. They abolished all the country precincts, and established three preciacts in 

Qu^tioa. They left hot one place for voting in the entire county T 

Anaiver. Yes, sir. 

QuesUon. It was under his arrangements that was done ? 

Amwer. Yes, air. 

Question. To make a single place for voting in that county ? 

Attswer. Yes, air. 

Questiov. What is the population of your county f 

Answer. I do not know exactly tlie population. 

Questwn. What is the vote polled there T 

Answer. 1 believe that there were between seventeen and eighteen Iiuudred registered 
voters in the county at the last election. 

Qaesthn. What was the proportion of the whites and blacks ! 

Antwer. Just about equal ; I do not think there were more than ten vote» difference; 
that is to say, the relative strength of white and colored registered. 

QueaHon. Yon spoke of yonr belief that there was some secret organization com. 
mitting acts of violence in ^our eounty 1 

Answer. I believe there is a secret organization there ; I do not know whether 
th^ keep np their regular meetings or not ; I do not say they do that. 

Question. From whom did yon derive your knowledge of the democratic cUib and its 
secret-service committee I 

Ansieer. I believe Mr. Myers is the only person who had anything written about it ; 
1 saw It written in his possession. 

Question. Yon derived from him his knowledge of the secret-service committee) 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Question, la it upon that that your opinion is ba^d ! 

Answer. Yes, sir, principally that ; I have heard of the same thing item others. 

QaestioH. Is that the extent of your knowledge of the organization T 

Answer. I cannot prove to a mathematical certainty than there was sneh an organi- 
zation. 

QaestUm, Who is the judge of Colnmbia County ! 

Answer. The county judge J 

QnesUon. Yea. 

Answer. Dr. P. A. Holt. 

QiiestUm. Who are your justices of the peace ! 

Answer. Wo have tnree, E. H. StringfeUow, Jacob Miller, and G. E. Keen. 

^e«(i<Mt. Is that Mr. StringfeUow a man who has his sight affected T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qneation. Ho- ia blind I 
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jijisiccr. He is Mind at night ; I do cot know that his sight is ranch affected in 
the day-time. 

QuestioB. Are the other jnetioes of the peace black men oi- white men ! 

Answer. They are nil white: there is no colored justice pS the peace in that 
county. 

By the Chaikman : 

QueiUim. Some iuquitiea have beeo made of tou is tn thp votin;; places in your 
county. As I understand, you have a voting pHte it the eouuty seat" 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does not that operate much more hardly upon the colored ptople as a 
clasa, than upon the white people 1 

Ansicer. Certainly, because they have no horses and carnage* and hive to walk ; 
as" a general thing the white people have horaes, cirriiges, md baggies 

Qatstion. Why was it thought advisable to take that Loucse rather than to estab- 
lish polling-places at different points in the coiuit\ ! 

Answer. ?"rom the fact that it was thought the partj Loulfl better protect the 
colored, people at the eonnty-seat. 

Question. Do yon believe that if you had polling plms aioundm the outskirts of 
ttie coanty, the negroes would be safe in going thoie and voting the lepublicau 
ticket t 

■iiwwer. 1 do not think they would be safe; I do not think many of them would vote; 
tn &ct they have told me so. 

Qa^iwn. Was it in order to give better proteetion to colored voters that that 
arrangement was made ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. lu your judgment, is it a wise and just arraiigeiueut t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 



Jacksonville, Fniu£DA,A"orejt(Sei' 14, 1871. 

L. G. DENNIS sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. State yonr ^e, where you wore born, where you now live, and what is your 
present oificial position, if you hold any. 

Answer. I am thirty years old ; I was bom L 
Gainesville. I am at present deputy collector of United States r< 
State senator. 

Questiim. In what conaty is Gainesville t 

Answer. In Alachua Coanty. 

Question. How long have you been in that coanty 7 

J.nm:er. Since January, 1866. 

Qaeal'um. Wo wish to know how far the law is in fact administered, and whether it 
affords protection to lite and property. Give us any facts bearing upon that subject 
that you may have knowledge of. 

Atiswer. We have lawfc and we have a regular session of the court there. But since 
I have Ixien a resident of the county there uas always been a strong prejudice against 
the Goloi'ed people ; and since reconstruction there has been a strong feeling against 
northern people — that is, northern people who have taken part iu politics, who are re- 

Queation. Have there been any crimes committed in that county growing out of that 
feeling T 

Ansivn: Yes, sir ; there have been a great many crimes committed there. 

Question. Can you give us a statement of the number and character of the crimes 
committed in the county since you Lave been there? 

Anatner. I cannot give you a statement &om my own knowledge ; but from informa- 
tion I have received liom a few people la.tely, I can give a tolerable correct statement 
of the crimes that have been committed. 

QaeiHow. Do yon mean a correct statement and full statement ! 

Answer. I mean I can give correct dates. I have here a copy of a letter written by 
me to the secretary of state, which contains a partiifl. list of the crimes committed 
there. The letter is as follows : 

" GAiNESviLtE, Flobida, Fcbriiarn 24, 1871. 
"Dear Sir: In answer to yours bf the 14tii instant, requesting information concern- 
ing the number of niiirdecs comiuitted iu this (Alachua) county on loyal men since 
. — .:^^^ general sentiments of the southern whites toward the United States 



db,Google 



268 COSDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Goveramont, spirit of the press, &c., I have to say that I have made inquiries iu rela- 
tion to the QHmber of murders committed, but have been unable to liuU any person 
who has kept a correct record of these crimes; and as few, if any, oriniiuals have been 
brought betbro the canrts for murder, it is impossible to collect anything like a com- 
plete list, (in the time allowed;) and such as are here tnentioned are given &om my 
own and the memory of a few republican friends, the whole number being twelve. A 
list of tJio names of tbe murdered aie inclosed herewith, giving dates as near as can 
be remembered. Within the same time there have been very many assaults with intent 
to murder, in most cases inflictinc severe and dangerous wounds. In several instanoes 
the dwelling-honsea of loyal men nave been shot into and the inmates wounded. Mur- 
derous assaults have been made upon thehighways, and republican meetings fired into, 
as was the case in Gaineavlllo in October last, and three colored men shot ; yet in but 
one or two instances has a. tvhite man been tried for murder since 166G, and then 
acquitted bv a white jury. Notwithstanding the aggregate number of murders com- 
mitted in this county is so large, the county has been noted for its c[uietude compared 
with some of the adjoining counties, whore lawlessless to a greater extent prevails. 

"Thesentimeat oTtbe southern whites toward the General GoYemmeatis.decidedlj' 
hostile, and the press has not only encouraged this sentiment, but has Invariably 
attempted to excuse crimes when committed against loyal men, by misrepresenting 
facts and endeavoring to make it appear as the result of some personal difficulty iu 

' ■ h the loyal man was the aggressor. 

"L. G. DENNIS. 



"JAst of names of the marSecrf in Alachtta Coantg since 1866 to 1871. 

" Cooley Johnson, Newnansville, February 12.18(57; Cesar Sullivan, Newuausville, 
October 13, 1868; Willey Bradley, Newnansville, 1868: Moses Smith, Gordon, Novem- 
ber 1, 1868; Harry Franklin, Gaiiiesville, 1868 ; Stephens, Gahiesville, November 

1868; George Bibbon, Newnansville, 18w; Harry Hurl, Newnansville, 1869; Joseph 
Hurl, Newnansville, 1869; Harry Simonton, Micauopy, 1867 ; Jacob Lee, near Waca- 
hoota, 1HR7; Jim Jenkins, near Wacahoota, 1870; Clu'istopher Cummings, shot near 
Gainesville, 18T0. 

"In addition to the above, but one month since, a colored man, charged with crime 
and lodged in jail at this place, was taken ont by a hand of masked men, and was 
afterward found hung to a tree near the town. 

"L, G-. DENNIS. 

"Added : 1871— Sandy Hocock, killed September 14,. at Gainesville ; Alesauder Mor- 
ris, hung by mob, January 14, at GainesvUle; W. M, Lucy, killed October 8, at New- 
nansville; Henry Washiuifton, mortally wounded October 7; Archer, Tom Williams, 
shot October 8. 

Qitfstion. This comes up to a comparatively recent date T 

Anatcer. Yes, sir. 

QaeatUta. Have there been any persons tried and punished for these various crimes ! 

Answer. There have been four or five men tried for one case of murder, and I have 
heard of one other man being tried also fbr mnrder. 

Quentlon. What becameof thefourt 

Answer. They were acquitted. 

QuMion. Is that the case of a party of men who went to Harry Harold's house ajid 
shot his son t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qvssiion. What Vas tbe result in the other cj 

Answer. He was acquitted. There was one 
northern man ; he was arrested and taken int 
acquitted. Tliat was during the presence of the niUitary there, and tliey objected to 
that verdict, and the man was afterwards taken into court and fined ^00, bat the fine 
haA never been collected, and the man boa never been asked to pay it. 

Question. Have you yourself been molested in any way t 

Answer. I have been threatened a. great deal ; I have not been molested other than I 
bave been the recipient of threatening letters. 

Question. What sort of threatening fetters ! 

Answer. 1 have two letters here that I received, as follows ; 
"K. K. K. 



" Twice the secret report was heard ; 
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"When again yon hear his voice, 

" Your (loom is sealed. 
" Dead men tell no tales. 

"K. K. K. 
"Dead! dead! vmder the roses. 



Qiuation. Ilave you received any others ! 

AvsKer. I have received a great many threatening letters of a different character, 
■where men have written letters saying they intended to give me a heating. 

Qae»iion. Do they sign their names to them t 
AnewBT. No, sir; they were anonymous. 

Qaestion. How many have jou received in all t 

A.«sv:a: Probahly a dozen. 

Question When were those received which you have shown here T 

Annv>er. During the eamp^gn of last year. I will connect one of these letters with 
Bomething else. A committee of three came to my honse on the day hefoce election, 
and informed me that thev had been notified that I had advised the negroes to come 
int« town aimed on election day ; that if they did come armed there woald be trouble, 
and that if there was trouble I was the person they intended to pot out of the way. 
That night a paity of half a dozen men came to my house and stoned it ; tlioy were 
armed with swori^ and pistols, and said they came there for the purpose of killing Jui'. 
I hailacolored man who wasliving in alittlehonaein the rearof mine, who Eeaid 
the noise and went out to the front of the house. He assured the party that I was not 
there; Iwasthere,hut Ido notthink ho knew I was there. They then went away 
and left this letter. A week after the election 1 left Gainesville to visit the North, and 
I came down on the train to this place, and here I took a sleepina-car for Savannah. 
At a place called Jasper, some parties came on the train, came to tbe door of the sleep- 
iiig-carand wanted to come in, but thoporter in charge of the car would not open tlie 
door. He said tliat they were armed with clubs and pistols. I awoke and heaid them 
say tbey wanted to see some man in particular ; the porter asked who it was, and one 
of them said a man who had got on tbe ti»iu at Baldwin. That is tie place where 
the Gainesville train connects with the Savannah train. The porter told them there 
was no man there who had got on the train at- Baldwin. They wanted to come in 
aud see ; he told them there were ladies in the car, and he would not allow them to 
come in. They said they wanted to see a man from Gainesville. They talked the 
matterover among themselves, andfinally said, "By God, he is in that car, and we must 
come in." I supposed ail the time they were after me; just then the engine whistled 
aud the train started and they jumped off. That was on Friday night. On Saturday 
I wrote back to Jacksonville, and my letter could not have reached here before Sun- 
day night, and could not have gone up to Gainesville before Monday, On Sunday 
it was reported that I bad been taken off the train and bung ; that was the report in 
my own county ; that I was taken off the train on Friday night and hung. I always 
supposed that they had some means of conimunicating to their friends above that I 
was on that train, and that it was their intention to take mc off aud hang nio. 

Question. Have any of yonr political meetings been disturbed t 

Anemer. Yes, sir ; one M our political meetings was fired into bj a mob. We had a 
very large republican meeting there about a week before the election last year, and the 
democrats gathered around tuo meeting, flourishing pistols, threatening to shoot tbe 
speakras, and finally they started a row by cutting at a colored man. We were circu- 
lating some political documents, and a white man went up to a colored man aud 
snatiied one of themfromhiin and at the same time struck at him with a knife. Two 
or three colored men made after biin, and then a*rowd began to shoot promiscuously 
into the meeting. 

Qtiestion. Were any persons hurt T 

Answer. There were three colored men shot. 

Queaiioa. Were they killed T 

Anateer. No, sir, neither of them has died. 

Qa^lion. Were any of the democrats hnrtl 

liwiDer. No, sir. The white man who started the disturbance w^ knocked down, 
and the leading repuljlicous there exerted themselves to quiet the people. They 
threatened to bum down the town, and probably if the republicans bad not oserted 
themselves considerably they wonld have done so. 

QiteatUia. What were the democrats there for ! 

AtDiver. To listeu, I suppose. 

Question. Were tbcy there as listeners or were they there evidently as disturbers of 
the meeting! 

Aniicer. They were there as listeners and became enraged at the ai^umeuts. 
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Whether tbey came there for the pnrpoae of breaking np the meeting I do not taow, 
but that waa their inteution ^berward. 

Quettion, They came there armed ! 

Answei. Yea, sir; they are always armed there iu tbcoonntry. A man would as soon 
thiak of going out without hia jacket as withoat Lis pistol. 
By Mr. Bayakd : 

QnetlitHi. Yoa came to Florida in 186GI 

JnmctT. Yea, sir. 

QuealHiK. From Massachusetts T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qu^tiim. what was your occnpation before you came here I 

Aneuier. I was iu tlie Army ; I never had any occupation before that ; I went into 
the Army wlien I wae young. 

QueHion. What is yonr age now f 

Att^wer. I am thirty years old. 

Question. Yon had no occupation before the wax T 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Wbat did yon engage ia ■whoa yon. first eame to Florida ! 

Antmei: In planting. 

Question. In Alachua County ! 

AiOKer. Yea, sir. 

Queatioa, Wbat was your first political movement f 

Answer. I do not understand yonr qneation. 

Qaestiim. What was your first political position heret 

AnBvxr. 1 never held any political position until I. ran for the State senate liist year. 

Quesfion. You were not in the constitutional convention ! 

Jtiistcer. No, air. 

Queition. Nor in tbe legialatute until elected — when ( 

Answer. A year ago. 

Qaestion. You are now a State aenatar t 

Answer. Yes, air. 

QitestUm. Did you ever hold any other office T 

Ansiver. None, except the one I now hold as deputy collector. 

Question. Yon are one of tho deputy eoUectara of United States revenue T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesliim. Yon hold the two ofBcos of Stat* senator and deputy collector of revenue 
for the United States 1 

Aneteer. Yes, sir ; I have been deputy collector since the latter part of I8G9, 

Question. I see yoa have made a communication to Mr. Gibbs, secretory of state ; 
you were his correspondent in that county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon gave this infiirmation to him in this letter I 

Answer. It was in reply to a letter from him asking for that information. 

Question. He was getting up this information at that time, last February T 

Ansirer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And you prepared it for him for your county t 

Answer. Yes, air ; IJiiB letter waa rather hastily gottea up. 

Question. You held no of&cial poaitiuu in the county at that tiuie, except this reveuae 
office! 

Answer. I was collector of revenue for that county last year. 

Question. At the time tliat letter was written ! 

Answer. Not at that time ; I was Stale collector of revenue for that county for the 
year 1870. 

Qaexlion. Then you did hold another office ; . you were collector of State taxes, col- 
lector uf United Statea taxes, and State seuator ! 

Ansicer. No, sir; I have not been coUoctor of revenue for tho State since I have been 
a State senator. 

Qaestion. But you were collector both of State revenue and Federal revenue at the 

Answer. Yea, sir ; during the year 1870. 

Qu^tion. Do youcontinue to plant there ! 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qaestion. You have no other occupation than the duties of your ofSces t 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qaeelion. Have you sold your property T 

AwsiEO: I have property in town, but I have sold my plantation, 

QaesUon. What ia the vote of that county 1 

Answcj: About three thousand. 

QaestUtn, Ho^v: is it divided as to color I 
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AMteer. There an 

Qwe^tiim. Tbore ai 

Anawa: Yes, sir. 

Question. Who are tlie reproaentativea aent l)y that county to the legialatute ! 

Answer. A whit* man by the name of Cestsna an<l a colored man by the nameof Gos3. 

Qae$iian. What ia your majority in that vonuty T 

Anavter. Do you mean the repubiican majority f 

Question. Yea. 

Aitsvier. It is about one thoosand ; it was seven hundred last year, and in 1868 it was 
more— about twelve huudred. 

Quesfioti. There are ajbout sis hundred more negro vot«ra than white yoters ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a great many whitea did not vote in 1368, and there are seme who 
do not vote DOW. 

Question. Do you recognize the handwriting of tho placards you received, these 
anonymoas letters f 

Anatver. No, sir. 

Question. Did yon ever make any attempt to fine 

Ansteer. I found out who the parties were who c: 
one of these lettera. 

Question. Did you ever seek to have thoca indicted ! 

Ansa>er, No, sir. 

Question. You had nothing done to them 1 

Ansaier. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

QueilUyn. Have you reason to suppose that there is an organization in your county in 
the iutereet of the domocratic party ! 

Answer. I have. 

Question. Is it a secret or(;anization 1 

Ansiver. I think so. 

Question. What is that organization generally called in the country t 

Answer. Ku-Klux, 

Qaeslion. Do yon understand that these papers, which have been referred to as 
placarda, emanated from that organization 1 

AMwer. I think they did. A short time ^o, about three or fonr months ago, there 
was a trial there in the county court of a half dozen men for distnrhing the peape in 
town. Durina the trial it was shown that they were having a mock-triaJ of myself in 
the sti'eets ; l£ey acted as Ku-Klnx, and that they convicted me and sentenced me to 
be hnng. 

By Mr, ScofiEU) : 

QueslUm. They convicted yon of wbat t 

Answer. Of being a radical. 
By the Chairman: : 

Qaesiioa. Why did you call it a mock-tria! ; do you mean that they intended nothing 
bjit! 

Aiiawer. It woa mockery ao far aa the result of it was conoerued ; I do not know how 
binding it was upon their orEaniwrtion. 

QaesUon. This came out in the evidence 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; their names appeared ; they were the parties who were being tried 
for disturbing the peace. There was no i»ositive evidence against tlicin on that ground 
and they were all acquitted. 

Question. To what political party did they belong ! 

Answer. To the democratic party. 

QitesKow. Uow many men were concerned in that mock-trial to which you have 
referred T 

Answer. Some ten or twelve. 

QiKStion. What was the standing of those menf 

Answer. They were all known as bad characters. 

Question. Did any of them belong to what they call in this country the first families ! 

Answer. Yes, sir; what they call first families here. 

Queatioa. They were desperate bad men t 

Answer. Yes, sir; men wto boast of having killed two or three negroes apiece. 
By Mr Bayabd ; 

Question. This proceeding yon call a mock-trial took place in the public streets of 
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ing pisbolB in the street and disturbing the peace ; tliat had liecome verj annoying to 
thti really good citizens, who exerted themselvea to put a stop to it. They went out 
and succrtained who the parties were^ and entered a complaint against them in the 
mayor'B court. 

yuegiioii. Had these fellows moved Y>osea out into the street aJid formed a conrtT 

Antwer. Yes, sir, and one of them was sitting on top of a box as judge. 

§Bes(ion. Did they have anj body to represent yon i 

Attsiva: I do not know whether I was represented or not ; but they were trying me. 

Question. That was the form of triiil — a mock-tiial of you for what crimet 

.Answer. For being a radical. 

Question. Did they find you guilty t 

Answer. Tes, sir. 

{Question, And th^y condemned you to die ? 

AnsiBer. Yes, sir. 

QiWBlion. That was all hfcavd by citizens ? 

ATteiner. Tes, sii'. 

QueaHmt. And that came out in the oourso of their trial for disturbing the peace T 

Amiver: Yes, sir. 

Qaestiim. And they were taken up for a breach of the peace! 

Answer. Yes, sir; aud then thoy appealed and went into the county court, and there 
they were acquittsd. The night tbey were acquitted they beat the mayor, kicked him, 
and ouHed him about the court-house yard. 

Qitegliiw. What was the offense they were tried for T 

AnsKer. For disturbing tbo peaeo; for violating the city ordinance. 

QHetUtm. For a riot 1 

Attsicer. No, sir. 

QuesKoB. For creating a disturbance in the city? 

Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Qiteation. At what time of the night was this mock-trial held, did yon understand 1 

Annver. About midnight. 

QaesUon. You were asked if the people saw it. Were tliere any people there T 

Ammer. No,Hir; the evidence came out in court before the people. 

Question. Did the moek-trial take place in the presence of the people, or was it after 
they had gone to bed J 

AMieer. There were no persons in the street except one or two. The major went 
out to see what the matter was. This disturbance had been goini; ou for soijie time, 
and the mayor went out to ?ee who the parties were, in order that be might have 
them brought before him for trial. 

Qaettion. lu that w^ the matter caroe to light T 

Antmer. Yes, sir, 

Qaeiiion. Did you heat anything about it before the ttiai ? 

Aasuier. No, sir. 

QaeatUm. How long ago was it that that proceeding took placef 

Amwec. Iq April last, I think. 



RICHAED POUSSER (colored) 

By the Chaibman : 
Queotion. State yonr age, where you were bom, and where you now live, 
An»v>er. I am forty years old. I was bom in Orangeburgh district. South Carolin 
and came to Florida in 185X ; aud now live in Jackson County. 
QttesHon. How long have yon been in Jackson County 5 
Answer. Ever since 1851. 
Qaestioii. What is your business t 
Answer. I am constable of Jackson County. 
Qaeation, How long have you been constable there t 
AxsiBer. I was elected constable a year ago in November last. 
Qaeation. Have you any people in your county that are called Ku-Klnx f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Questunt. What do they do ! 

Answer. Well, sir, they just make it their bnsinesB to kill and murder. 
Question. Have they molested you any T 

Aiistver. Yes, sir ; I am now toting their bullet right in my shoulder. 
Question. When did yon receive it T 
ATisaer. In 1S69 ; J was then in office. 
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QutatUm. What office ! 

Answer. I was constable theu. 

Cttes(i*s. State the circumstauces uodet wbicli jou wore filiot, 

Aniwer. It was done at night ; Satardaj night. 

Qn^ilon. Where were yon! 

Aneiaer. I had Ijeen to Marianna. Iliye<lthen in the country ten miles fi'om Mari- 
anna, and I went to Maiiaana to get some papers to attach some property. As 1 got 
home some person shot me right as I got to my door, after I had taken my horse to put 
him up 

Qaeatwn How many were there of them t 

Ansiner I do not know ; they were all outside of the fen 

Question We have had some account of the killing of a 
Bogers, a county constable. 

Answer He was a constable living in town; I have bis position. 

Quealion Was this shooting of yourself before or after Eogers was killed I 

Ansiwr It was before Eogers was killed. 

Qacsiioa How long before ? 

Anstvei About three or fonr months, 1 suppose. 

Qaeition Have you any knowledge or belief of wba.t they had agaiust you, that they 
shonld want to kiJl jon ? 

Aasteer Because 1 am a strong republican. 

Qaeatum Was there any other reason that you know, or ever have heard 1 

Aiiewer Notliiug else. 

Question Was anybody ever punished for it f 

Aimvfi No one at all. 

QaeatiOB Has any other iojiuy ever been inflicted upon yon beside that shooting f 

Attsaei I have been stripped, and pistols liave been put in my £ice sinee I have l>eeii 
m office , tliat was in November, 1870, the 15th of the montb. Last Tuesday my 
mouth was abused becanse I was in office ; an ofBcor cannot carry out bis duty in 
Jackson 

Question By whom was this done ! 

Ajtatttr It was done by a man of the name of Tom Barnes ; some call him Sergeant 
Barnes 

Question Was he the same man ■mho did so before 1 

Ansu-ei No, sir. 

Question Who was the other one ! 

Ansttiei A man from Leon County, called Jim Havis. 

Queslum How lone ago did Barnes make the attack on you t 

Answer On the ISui of November last. 

QiiesttOH Where was it f 

jjisuiw Tliat was in Marianua. 

Question TeU us how it happened. 

Aiisu>er It happened in this way : I had some prisoners in charge by order of Judge 
PlantE, and I had my pistol bnolded to me. He said, " What are yon doing with that 
pistol buckled to you f" I said, " I have a prisoner in charge." He eaiA, " I have a 
mind to blow your God damaed brains out, you (jod-damned radical sou of a bit^li ; 
yon loot pretty baving a pistol buckled to you as a God damned officer." I said, " I 
am a lawtnl officer, and by order of Judge Plantz I am taking charge of these prison- 
ers." He said, " If you say that word again I will blow your God damned brains out 
right now." He then walked up and took a stick and struck me in the mouth. 

Question. Has he been puuisbed for it t 

Amwer. No, sir. 

Question. Why have you not prosecuted him ! 

Answer. There is no use in it ; jou cannot get jnstiee there. 

Question. Why not 1 

Answer. There is no use to try it, becanse they will make it appear that a colored 
man is a liar, and be oaunot get justice ;, in jfact a colored mai) is ai'raid to try for it. 

Question. Suppose you were to prosecut^^Juiis man 1 

Answer. If the United States wiL give us assistance wo will come out and do it. 

Question. Suppose yon presecute him in the court at Marianna 1 

Answer. There is no use in it unless we have protection. 

Qv€Stion. Do not tbe laws the^ give you protection f 

Answer. We oaunot get protection unices we have aasistanco fi 

Question. What government do you mean ? 

Ansmer. The United States Govermuent. 

Question. When was the last time yon were attacked f 

Ansioer. It was on last Tuesday. 

Question. A week ago 1j>-day J 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I nad a prisoner in charge. 

Question. By whom were you attacked f 
18 B 
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Aiwvei: By Jim Havis. He sai(l ho iuteudecl to beat me, down to tlio grouud aud 
kUl me; tbat I should not execute any la-KS there. 

Queition. You had a priaoner in charge ! 

Answer. Tea, sir. 

QaestUm. A white msji or a colored mao ! 

ARBurer. A white man. 

Qaestioa. Uudernhat cbai^ef 

Anaaer. Under authority of General Audersou, who is coimfy judge there ; he issued 
a warrant for him ta be arrested. 

Qneatiim. He is a democrat I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueeiUm. Has he heen appointed there lately ? 

Ansieer. Ever since last year, I think. 

Questiim. What baa "been the condition of things there since Dickinson w.is killed, 
80 far as colored people are concerned ; has it been better or worse than it waa be- 
fore ^ 

Anawei: It haa been worse; there is no better about it. 

QaesUon. Who are the men — what people are thej — who do this mischief ? 

Ansiver. We cannot tell; theydisgaise themselvea at night, and just go to your 
house and call you out, or if they, do not call you out they will jnst open the door and 
come right in aud kill you. 

Queshon. How many people have been treated in that way in your county ! 

Anmier. There have been ninety or a hundred, if I could remember them all. 

(?Mesitft». Do you nerer go to the white people there— yon have good while people 
there, havevou not I 

Answer. Tes, sir; and they say they are very sorry for these things. 

Qatstion. Why do they not help you ? 

Aaawer. They say it is not their business ; that the Government did not put tliem in 
control, and they are not going to have anything to do with it. 

QaeatioH. Bo any of them sympathize with such doings aud uphold thum ? 

Amwer. The most of them talk against it. 

Question. How do the others talkl Do any of them approve it ! 

Ajtswer. No, sir ; not out lond. 

Question. What is the feeling of the democrats there toward the Government and in 
regard to the law 1 

Answer. Well, sir, tliey have an idea that they are not going to be controlled by the 
law ; that is the generalfeeling among the democrats ; that it is all " nigger law/' and 
they do not intend to abide by it ; they said they did not vote for Grant, and did not 
vote for Reed, and they will not submit to the law, but they will have things their own 

Question. What kind of law do they call it T 

^Hsiuer. They call it "nigger law." 

QnestUnt. Did you know ^.Dickinson? 

Awswer. He was one of my pattioular friends. 

QuesUon. Were you acquainted with the circumstances of his being killed ? 

Ansmer. I was with part of them. 

©MestMm. It has been testified to here before this committee that it was reported by 
people from JaekBon County that Mr. Dickinson was killed by a man of your color of 
the name of Homer Bryant, because he had been living unlawfully with a colored 
woman. 

Answer. That is not so. I am the very officer that arrested Bryant, aad it is quite a 
mistake ; Mr. Dickinson was not killed by that man ; lie was not tilled by a colored 
man; he was killed by a white man. 

Question. Did the white men there, especially the democrats, charge it upon this 
colored man f 

Aiistver. Yes, sir ; they put the charge on him. 

Question. Who do you think waa the white man who killed Dickinson ! 

Anaicer. There was something about the tax on lands. I was Mr. Dickinson's baOifi, 
and heord^ed me to take a beU and go around in the streets and ring it^aud state that 
a sale of lands would be at 11 o'clock. This man, John E.^ly, told Mr. Dickinson, "If 
yon sell my land I will whip jou or kill you." Mr, Dickinson said, " I wCl sell the 
land at the risk of my life; I have the right to sell it, and the anthority to sell It; you 
may take it for granted what I tell you, for I am a man, too." Mr. Dickinson did not 
say much more,T)ut went on to the court-house. Mr. Arther Calhoun was to cry off 
the laud. I went around and rung the bell, and I met Ely within twenty-five yards 
of the court-house door. He said, "What are youringinc that bell for f" I said, "Mr. 
Dickinson ordered me to ring it for the sale of the land.'' He said, " You God damned 
radical son of a bitch, put that bell down, or I will kill you." I let the bell fell. He 
went to Mr. DicklDson then and said, " Now, I am going to have satisfaction." Mr. 
Dickinson told him that his land was not sold yet, that Homer Bryant waa not there. 
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but when lie came ho would se« liow it was, that he Lad several lota there. He told 
Mr. Dickinson that if he did iiot take that advertisement out of the paper ahout celling 
laud, he woald have him killed ; Mr. Dickiuson would uot promise to do it. 

QiKsHiHi. How loDg after that was Mr. DickiDsoD kiUedf 

Answer. That was on Wednesday, aud he was kUled ou Monday uiglit. 

0uesiioti. Did you hear anybody express joj or satisfactioa that he was tilled? 

Aneicer. WoU, they all said that the last loading radical ■was gone, and they did not 
care ; that was among the democrats. They said they did not intend to have auy 
other carpet-bagger come there, and they would he damned if they would have any. 

Qiie«tU»i. That was after Dickinson was killed E 

Angwer. Yes, sir. 

Qumioa. There has been a great deal of complaint made here ahojit Major Purmau 
aud Mr. Hamiltou, that they behaved very hadly in yonr county. 

AnsKtt: Thdy did not, 

Question. It Is represented that they treated the colored men very badly, that they 
tore up their contracts, and made new ones, and charged them money for it, and aU. 
that. 

Answer. They did not do it; I would swear it on a pack of Bihlos as high aa from 
here to heaven. They have been falling back evov since Furman and Hamilton left ; 
before tliey left they were living like gentlemen, going on as beautiful as any people 
in Florida. 

Question. They were friends of your people ? 

Aiiswei: They were friends of onrs, and if they eomo there again we will go up 

©MesHoM. What was the complaint againet those two gentlemen except that they 
were repiiblicans, and urged the colored people to vote the republican ticket! 

Anaw^. That was the only complaint. The colored people appreciate Mr. Purmau 
andMr.HamiltoUjbecanse they treated them like gentlemen, and told them how to get 
along and how to manage. They would go la Mr, Hamilton and Mr. Pumian for advice : 
thatis what the difficnlty was. If a man jumped ou mo and boat mo, I would go to 
them for protection, and if they gave me protection, then Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Pur- 
mau were just devilsout of torment. 

QuesUon. What ia the feeling there about allowing colored people to vote 3 

Anaxer. A colored man dare not vote the republican ticket there, not now. 

Question. Why I 

Anrnver. If he will vote the democratic- ticket he can do it, but ho cannot vote the 
republican ticket and say he is a living man. 

Qneslimi. He votes the republican ticket at bis peril ! 

An»trcr. Yes, sir. 

Qnestioa. Where do your people look for protection in the eajoyment of their rights; 
where do they expect to get protection ! 

Answer. From the United States. 

Question, Is that the general feeling among your people ? 

Aniivei: Among the colored republicans. 
By Mr. Bayard : 

QaesUon. What was this tax that the laud was 

Answer. It was a county tas I think ; he ha^l n 

QsestioK. Tbey advertised the land I 

Answer, Yea,6U'. 

Qu«Sfi[>H. And the land was to be sold ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qtie^tioH. What was Mr. Dickinson's office ; was it his duty to sell the landt 

Ansteer. Yes, sir. 

Qtiestimi. Had Mr. Dickinson ift any time bonght in any land himself at tas sales ! 

Aastrer, Yes, air. 

QaesUon. Whose land had he bought ! 

Anmeer. He had bought some of Bill Neal's land, and some of Haywood's land, down 
on the Chattahoochee, and some land near Campbellton. 

Question. He had aold the land for non-payment of taxes, and had bought it in at 
tax sale? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QauUon. Did he own a great deal of land at the time of his death? 

Answtr. Yea, sir. 

Qaestioa. How much do you suppose he hadt 

Answer. Nearly two thousand acres. 

Question. Land that he had bought in at tax sales ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he bought fonr hundred and sixty acres within a mile of Mari anna, 

j\ — t! — IT f J.-,. — ..c »r — ! IS this land that he was going to sell tliat 
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Answer, It was some lots right in Maiianna. 

Q\i£Stion. Did the sale go on ? 

Antiper. So, sir. 

QueetioH. Who was the man whose laud was to be soU! 

Answer. Johu R. Ely. 

Que»tio», Did Mr. Dickinson tell him he was KOinc to seU it on that clay f 

Answer. No, sir ; he said that if Mr. Bryant oame Tie wonld see whether it was to be 
sold or not. 

Queilion. Who was Mr. Bryant ! 

Afiswer. Homer Bryant, a colored man. 

Question. What had he to do with it? 

Answer. He wqs tax collector. 

Qnesiion. He had the control of it. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; as for Mr. Bryant, Mr. Ely took his stick and pistol and told Bry- 
ant that if he did not go and take that advertisement out of the paper ho wonld kill 
him, that he mould whip him first until he got satisfaction, and then blow his brains 
out. He made him go before him aud take it out of the paper, and Homer Bryaut 
cannot deny it. 

Question. He took it ont ! 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Qu^tion. Did Ely claim to have paid the tax ! 

Answer. Ho claimed to have done it, but I understood Mr. Dickinson to say that he 
bad not paid it. 

Question. He claimed that he had paid it f 

JiMSWW. Yes, sir ; bnt there were papers to show that bo had not paid it. That was 
the cause of Mr. Dickinson's death ; it was about Belling that land. There was a great 
dealof hard ffeeling there; several ofthemcame up to Mr. Dickinson's office and hauled 
up their sleeves and said, " I will kill you," or " I will whip you right here ; I will 
have satiH&ction ajiyhow." Aleck Myrack went to Nick Thompson's and said, " We 
will have no fuss." I suppose they would have beaten Mr. Dickinson down that day. 

Qaestiou Yon think the feeling against him grew ont of this tr '' — " 

Anevrer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did Mr. Dickinson live at that time t 

Answer. Bight in Marianna. 

QuestioH. wJieredidHomcr Bryaut liveT 

Answer. £ast of Greenwood. 

Quertton. How many votes are polled all together in your county ? 

Answer. I believe from twelve hundred to thirteen hundred. 

Question. How many of those are colored votes J ' 

Answer. How many now ! 

Question. How mau^r did you poU at the last election T 

Anmuer. I do not tmnk we polled more than nine hundred or ten hi 

Question. Ton ^lled that many oat of fourteen hundred t 

Avsuier. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the rest were white votes t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesliiw. Your people always vote the republican ticket T 

AnaKer. Yes, sir ; we are strong repnblieans if we are allowed to to 

Qamtkin, Who did yon elect to the legislature f 

Answer. We elected Mr, Livingston and Mr, Barfield ; but we did n 
democrat. 

QuesHon. You did not elect him ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

QufsOon. You elected the republicans f 

Answer. Yes. sir. 

Qusstwtt. When were ^on elected constable ! 

Answer. At the same time. 

Question. What was your majority t 

Answer. I think I got some nine hundred and seventy-fire votes T 

QaestioH. You had some five or six: hundred majority ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

Quiistion. What is the salary of your ofBce f 

Answer. I have not drawn any salary ont of the oEBce yet, 

Questimi. Are you paid by fees or by a regular salary 1 

Answer. I am paid by fees. 

QueslioK. What are your fees worth nominally T 

Answer. Nominally, it is worth about fSOO. 

QufStttm, In State scrip 1 

Anewer. No, sir ; county scrip. 

Quesiiwi. Is county scrip as good as greenbacks T 
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AasKer. No, sir; it is worth there in Maiianoa odIj Jrom 25 to 40 oentB on the dollar. 
ILavebe«n serving there &r the last twelve months, feediug myself; I h&wk and ped- 
dle there, and that is what my support comes from. 

Questittit. What do you aellf 

Aimeer. Chickens, eggs, butter, potatoes, beef, and pork. 

Qamtto«. Through the country and the town t 

Ansxer. No, sir, not in town. That is my support. I attend to my office whenever 
they call me, I have a good horse, and have never received any pay yet. 

QueaHoH. Yoa have not drawn the pay to which yon are entitled^ 

AHSioei: No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Qaeation. When land ia sold for taxes, dowi the owner have the right t« redeotn it ! 

Avaieer. No, sir, not unless he pays. 

Qaeatioa. By paying the tases, can he get hack the land 7 

Ana»>er. Yes, sir. 

Qaesliim. When land is 
the dnty of the clerk of t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation. And Mr. Dickinson was clerk and bid it in in that way t 

An$trer. Yes, sir ; Mr, Dickinson bid in all the land where there was nobody else to 

QiieiHon. He bid on it the amount of the taxes ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. Ho has been so obliging to a great many as to lend them money 
t^i pay their taxes ; tbey would come to him and borrow money to pay their taxes. 
Qaestion. This man Ely insisted that ho had paid his taxes 1 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and Mr. Dickinson said he had not ; that the papers wcro there to 

QMesiioM. If he had paid his tas, ho could very easily hare instituted procoodings in 
oonrt and stopped the sale T 

Ansuier. Yes, sir : but he said ho did not intend to do that ; that he did not intend to 
honor Dickinson that much. 

^(lesfion. Ton think the people were hostile to Dickinson anyhow ? 

Answer. They said they had got Hamilton and Pnrman away ; that thoy woaid be 
damned if Dickinson should stay there, or if any other carpet-bagger sboald come 
there; they did not care how good Dickinson was, he shonld not stay. They w^ked 
on him, they spit in his face, and he took it all. Colonel Coker took his fist and knocked 
' Dickinson's bat ofi' his head. 

Question. When was that? 

Amvier. In 1869, and he hore it all. 

Question. Who is Colonel Coker ! 

AmJcei: James Coker, who lives there in Marianna. 

QaeatiOH. A prominent citizen and a man of property f 

Ansjcer. He is a man of property, a very wealthy man, and has some eight or nine 
lots in Marianna. 

Question. Does this man Barnes stay about his house auy ? 

Awsu'ei: No, sir ; he is a man who generally lives in Jackson County, up and down 
the river, and does nothing else but just kill colored people. 

Question. Who spit in Mr. Dickinson's £acet 

Anstver. Colonel Coker. 

Quesiiim. What had Mr. Dickinson done to him ! 

Ansioei: That was done in 1869, on the day of election. He a*ked Mr. Dickinson 
what he was doing with all those " God damned niggers " in his office. Mr. Dickinson 
was fixing np some registration. Coker had somebnsiness that he wanted fixed up, 
and he told Mr. Dickinson that the books were closed ; that if he did not come ont of 
the office he would kick him out. Mr. Dickinson told him that the office waa his. His 
answer was, that the " God damned niggers " gave him that office ; hut they dirt not 
intend for him to stay in it mnch longer, without he did as they wanted him to do. 
Mr. Dickinson told him that that was not for him to say. He then walked up to Mr. 
Dickinson and knocked his hat off his head. Mr. Dickinson said, " Coker yon keep your 
hands off of me." Coker said, " I have a mind to put your eyes and month into one, 
yon God damned nigger-loving son of a bitch." Dickinson went right along, and did 
not say anything more to him. He said to Dickinson, " You are a Ood damned liar, 
and if yon take-that yon arc nothing but a God-damned cowardly son of a bitch." No, 
sir, we cannot stay in Jackson County. We are hem now, am) if the TTuited States 
does not give us aid and help us, we may just as well take our wives and children and 
move out, because we cannot stay there. 

Question. How long has it been since anybody was killed in that county ? 

An^ner. Not more than about three weeks. 

Queetion. Who was kUled there* 
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Anatver. Abrara Hall, who lives on the Chattalioochee. 

QaegtioH. Was he a colored man ! 

ATtiwer. Yes, sir, 

Question. How was he killed and by -whom 1 

Answer. We cannot And out who did it; ho was found deatl in thoioai). 

Qaestion. Was he shot 1 

Ansaer. Yee, eic. Auother man was shot aliotit two luooths ^go at t!ij furry .it As- 
palagn. Aoothor man was shot and killed at the Mnfder Ford, uear thu Florida and 
Alaba^ line. 

QueeUtm. How long ^o was that ! 

Anavier. It was hardly more than three weeks ago. 

Question. Killiug still goes on there T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quolion. Is anybody arrested and punished for it ! 

An^cer. No, sir. 

QuestioH. Is there any effort made to arrest any one * 

Answer. Yes, sir ; bat they said the party conld not be found. There was a man 
there by the name of Colonel Irvin, who had a son by a colored ■woman, who grew up 
to be a man. , He married a white woman and had two sons. He gave bis colored sou 
a thousand dollars, and they turned in and killed the colored man. 
By Mr. Bayard : 

Qnestioa. Who kiUed biin ? 

An»tcer. I do not know who kOled him. As to murdering, I cannot tell the end of 
the murdering since we were free. 
By the Chaikman : 

Qaeition. How many murders have been committed in that county since Mr, Dickiii- 
son was killed t 

Answer. Some fifteen or twenty. 

Question. Has anybody been pnoished for it f 

Answer. No, air ; nobody knows who it is. 

^aestioit. Were any of these men you speak of as liaving been murdered white demo- 
crats or colored democrats ! 

Anatcer. Not one of them. 

By Mr. Bayard : 

§iies(io». You have a strong regard for Captain Dlckiusou T 

Anmaer, I have. 

Qaestioa. Was he intimate with you, friendly with you ? 

Ansfeer. Yes, sir; friendly. 

QaeslioH. Did he talk with yon about his adairs T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaesHon. Had he been engaged in the lumbering bu 

Answer. No, sir ; he had notniug to do with that. 

Qaestimt. I mean before he came to Jackson. 

Ansmer. 1 think he had before that. 

Question. Had he not been unfortunate in that business and lost moueyl 

Answer. Iteaily cannot tell yon; I did not hear him say anything about that. 

Question. Do jou know whether he had or not fiiiled in the lumbering business T 

Answ^. No, sir; he did not tell me anything abont that. Isweptoat his ofBce; I 
always cleaned np his ofBoe. He said to me, " Richard, I do not expect auythinc else 
but J. R. Ely will kill me yet ; I expect he will UOl me before many days ; we had a 
hell of a fuss abont that land ; John H. Ely is a damned fixil ; he thinks he is smart ; 
he can kill lue if he wants to, but if he does he will kill an ofBcer of the United States ; 
I am right about (hat land." I said, " For God's sake, before he kills yon let him have 
his laitd,"jnst so. He 8ald,"By Giod, the United States does not bea; aman; damn 
him, if he wants to kill me he will have to bill on." I said, "I should be mighty sorry 
to have yon killed and leave us all hero." He said, " If I have got to die fwonld ae 
soon die one time as another. Do not tell me about giving him his land ; by God, he 
must pay his taxes, and not humbug me out of it." Mr. Ely came to the door, and had 
his pistol in his hand, and he called to Mr. Dickinson to come to the door. My heart 
trembled, because I had heard bim speak of it before. He came to the door and said, 
" Dickinson, Dickinson." The captain said, '■ Heh !" He said," Come here." The cap- 
tain said, " Mr. Ely, you must excuse me for answering yon ' heh ;' come in." Ely said, 
"No, I am not coming In ; I just wanttoseeyoaabout that land." Captain Dickinson 
langhed, and said, " O, pshaw I You need not be afraid about that land ; I do not 
know that Bryant wili.seU it." Ely said, " I have 'come now to settle it, and if we can- 
not settle it there will be death, for I intend to have my father's estate put up right ; 
I piud that money, and I am not going to pay it twice." The captain said, " I do not 
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think yon have paid it yet." Ely 
Ca^ptain DlckiiiBon Eaid, " I aju nc 
back into the office. I 



By the Chaxrmas : 
QhcbKimi. Was this a State tas, or ft Uuited States t; 
Answer. It wasa county tax, 1 tbiiik. 



Jackson\'ii,le, Flohida, November 14, 1871. 

DOC. EOUKTREE (colored) sworu and examined. 
By the CHAiiraiAS ; 

Question. State yonr ago, ■where you -were bom, and where yon now live. 

Amieer. I am going on ■Ourty-Beven years old. I was born in. Telfair Conuty, Geor- 
gia, and I now live at Live Oi^, Snwannee County, Florida. 

Queiium. How long have you been liviog tbcref 

Answer. Going on tbree years, as nigh as I can get at it. 

Queal'ain. Arc there any people tbero they call Ku-Klux ? 

Ansarer. Thereareaon- '- "- — "■ » t^- t^i — j 

Question. Did they ev( 

AnsiBer. Yes, sir. 

Qaealion. How? 

Anawer. They beat mo 

QnestUm. When t 

AnatEBi: It was done it 

Queatiott. How many ^^ 

Ansirer. 1 do not kuow bow many. 

Question. How many did you see ! 

Anatcei: I saw a great many. 

Questtoti. Were there five oc ten t 

Aiisiver. As near as I can get to it there were over fifteen. 

QuesHmi. Were tliey disguised t 

Ansmer, There was one ivbo had his fece smutted, that was Mr. Johnson. 

Qaeetion. Where weie you ! 

Ansurer. In my bonse when they came aft«r me. 

Question. Who was with you in the house ! 

Answer. My family. 

Qaestioi). How many were there in j-onr femily t 

Ajiawa; There were twelve in the fiimily. 

QuesUoH. Who were they ! 

Atisaer. I^ wifo and children. 

Qaestton. Did they come is the day-time, or in the night T 

Answer. It was between 9 and 10 o'cioclt at night. 

Qaestios. What did they do fej you ? 

Ansicer. They licat us. 

Question. Did they tate yon ont ! 

Answer. Yea, sir; thej took me np baud and foot, and draggeii lue ont, ami they 
flung my cliildren ont of doors. 

Question. How many blows did they give you I 

Answer. I do not kn#w bow mauy ; Ido not know wheu they yuit whipping me, for 
they beat my breath clean ont of me. 

Question. Did they whip yonr wife ^ 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and three boys and one girl. 

Qiu»tion. They whipped you and yonr wife and four of your children? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do it for? 

Answer. They said to me, didn't I know they didn't allow damned niggw.'s to live on 
land of their own t They gave me orders to go the next morning to my master, John 
Sellers, and go to work. 

Question.. Did he own you before the war? 

Answer, No, sir : I never saw him before tlio war. 

Question. Whatlandwere youliving onf 

A-nstver. On Government laud. 

Qaeslion. Have you been molested by anybody since that time T 

Answer. Yes, sir ; one of the same men shot at me in XJve Oak. 

Question. How long ago f 
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Answer, Nearly two years. 

Qamtiott. Did be bit you? 

Anncer. No, sir ; it hit right by my foot. 
By Mr. Bayakd ; 

QuMliora, When did this happen 1 

Anaioer. Jt happened in June, that is all I can tell you. 

Qaestion. Do you know what year it was f 

Answer. Ko, sir ; I never toat notice of that ; all I can say is that iS wat doui) on 
a Friday night in Jnno. 

Question. You do not know what year the June was in t 

Anawor. No, air ; I do not. 

Question. Who were the men who beat yon T 

Answer: I can call the names of some ; John Sellers, Sloan Sellers, Alfi'ed Sellers, Jack 
Allen, Hnk Parker, Ike Parker, Ike Harding, Elyah Dease, Major Sega, John Floyd, 
John Harold, aud Mr. Snmmerford. 

Question. How did yon know them T 

AttSKer. I knew them just as well aa I know myself. 

Question. Did they have anything on to disguise them t 

JjtsjDer. No, sir ; only John Sellers had his face smutted. 

Question. You knew (hein f 

ATiBwer. Yes, sir; when they carried mo out of doors. 

Question. Had Sellers been to yon heforo to get yon to go away from that place f 

Ansirrer. Yes, air, 

Queatiori. What did ho say before that! 

Ansxver. He said I had better leave there. Ho wanted my children to go and work 
■with him for tJieir vietnala and clothes, and I did not want them to go. Ho got mad 
about It, and gave orders that if we did not leave Friday night he would kfll oivovy 
one of us. We did not leave Friday night, but we left Sunday night. I could not wait 
far; we got into the woods, and there I laid all night. Intheni^t I heard them beat- 
ing at the doors, and they scared me so I got almost right well. 

Quealian. The same party t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How much land had you there ! 

Answer. Ahoftt seven acres planting. 

Question. Did you take it up on homestead ! 

Answer, The most was homestead, but I had four acres fenced in, and I rented some 
from my cansin. 

Qttestt<m. Did they accuse you of anything elsef 

Answer. They accused me of a goat, Mr. Armstrong killed one of Jack Claytou's 
goats and gave it to me, and told me to pay him and ho would pay Mr, Clayton. 

Question. They; chai^d you with having stolon a goat t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they get it away fCotn you t 

Aitswer. Yes, air; it lay upon the top shelf iu my hoase, and they came the nest 
morniuc and ^t it. 

Question. Did you make any complaint against anybody ? 

.Answer. Yes, sir, I reported them to Mr. Kico, aad he arrested them aud carried 
them there, aud let them oS for |5, 

Qaestion. Who is ifc, Eioe ! 

.Answer. County jndge. 

Qaestion. You made yonr complaint before him T 

Aiifwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did "ytiii have those men op ? 

Ansieer. Yes, air. 

Qfteatiott. Did the sheriff or the constable get them t 

Answer. The oonstable. 

QnesOon. Did the judge find them guilty? 

Answer. He made them pay $5. 

Questifin. Each oue ? 

Answer. They went there without any orders from court, and arrested me, and a 
colored man came with them and drawed his gun on me, and said he would kill me if 
T moved; they came right into the bouse, and said they would kill me. 

Question. Who was that! 

Aitswer. Moseley Allen. 

Qaestion. Was he one of the men iiued 85 T 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. Was that after they were fined, or before T 

Answer. Before. 

Qaestion. Is Judge Eice the only person you went to T 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qutation. Did you go back liome ^ 

Answer. I quit home. 

Question. Where did yon go T 

Ansicer. I came down to Live Oak. 

Qnestioa. Do you live there now 1 

Aaswer. YoSj sir. 

Qtiestiint. With your iamily ! 

Jl»!«i«er, Yes, air. 

^MesHon. How long have you been there f 

Aitswer. I know it is every bit of two years. 

Qaeglion. This whipping happened more than two years ago f 

AMUier. A. little better than two years ago. 

QaeslUm. Have yon been living qnietly and peaceably at Live Oak t 

Ansteer. Yes, sir ; only they shot at me oaoe. 

Quesliim. Who was that 1 

Ansioei-. Mr. John Sellers gave John McDonald a pistol ajid tuld him to go and k 
me ; he fired at me, but missed me. 

Quesfion. Had you any farther trouble with, theni ! 

AnsKer. No, sir. 

Qiiesliott. How long was this after you were set free ! 

Anaiter. I cannot tell yon. You know that black folks do not take uotico of yen 
and months. I was set &ee in Telfair County a year and six mouths before I cai 
down there, and it was more than a year after I came down there. 



Hon. C. M. HAMILTON sworn andosatuined. 
By the Chaiio,(as l 

Question, There has been some testimony before this committee reflecting upon yotir 
conduct as an agent of theFreedraen'a Bureau, to the efieet that as such ageut you de- 
stroyed contracts esisting' between colored people and their employers, and caused 
others to be entered into, Tor which you charged the colored people a; dollar or a dol- 
lar and a half ■each. What have you to say in regard to that I 

Antuier. I very distinctly recollect having made new contracts soon after I was as- 
signed to the command of the western distnct of -Florida, as assistant commissioner of 
tlu Bureau of Befugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. I have somewhere among 
mypapers a copy of the contracts that were made. 'Veryfew ba<t been made up to 
that time, lu fact the system of written contracts Lad not been adopted, and not more 
than half a dozen confi'acts in writing had been made in that district ; none out of 
Jackson County. 1 wish I had a copy of them hero; I do not know how to describe 
them in any other way than to call them outraecons, I felt that it was necessary to 
establish some UQiform system of contracts in that connty, and I drew up a form of 
contract, a copy of which I submitted Im the assistant commissioner for the State, 
General Oabom.who approved it. I also sent a copy of it to General Howard, at 
Washington, Printed forms were prepared, and contracts were made according to 
that form — establishing the new system of free-labor. 

QuestUm. Did you make any charge or collect any fee upon those controots ? 

Answer. I never received a single penny for makmgor approving any contract of the 

Question. Either from the employer or the cmploj'ed t 

Answer. From neither. Mr. Purman, who was civil i^ent for that county, made 
charges under authority to make them. He furnished the blanks and stamps ; there 
was a five-cent stamp required for every siguatnre to a contract. 

QnestioH. Under what authority did he make those charges J 

Ansieer. I forgot under wliat clause ; it waa under some clause iu a printed circular. 
I do not even quite remember wliat was the exact amonnt of the fee. I think it was 

QueaUon. A fee that he, as the civil agent, was autboriaed to receive f 
Jinmtep. Yes, sir; according to printed instructions. I called a meeting of the citi- 
zens of the county before we went into this contract movement, in order to devise 
some nniform system under which to commence the now system of free labor iu the 
State. 

ByMr.ScortELD: 
Queslidn. You say " A meeting of tlio citJiens ;" you mean, I s,iip[iose, of tboac who 
hired laborers V 
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Ansu}er. Yes, sir; all tlie citizens of the county who felt interested atteuded the 
meeting, I made a niiuority report at that meeting, and argued strongly in favor of 
aduptiug the system of the laborer working for a poirtioa of the crop; that is, the la- 
borers tfl receive one-third of the crop, and a certain amonnt of provisions. 
By the Chaibman : 

Question. I do not askfor the partioalar details. Wh^at I wanted was to giveyoa au 
opportunity to explain whether you had practiced any illegal extortion, either yon or 
Major Puraiau. It is also charged against you that you aiistreat-eil some young lailies 
in connection with some flowers upon some graves of Federal or confederate soldiers ; 
the witness did not seem to know which. 

, Anaieer. Aa yonr time is limited,! will endeavor to be hrief. Tho sum and 
enhstance of that affair was this : The rebels in Marianna .observed May-day in WSd. 
They went to a cemetery, within haJf a mile of Mariaaua, and decorated with gar- 
lands and flowers the graves of some rel>el soldiers who had been killed there at the 
time of General Asboth's raid nponMariannaueavthecloseof the war. Twoorthreodays 



after that the loyal people there had a " May-day." 1 left in the morning for Calhonn 
County, but before going I requested them to take the flowers, after they were tlirongb 
Vith tbem, and do like honor to the Federal soldiers who were buried there. They ifid 



... n Satarday. The grave of Lieutenant Adauis, of the Second Maine Cav- 
alry, had been fenced ui, and had a little tomb-stone erected over it, by the loyal peo- 
^e, in honor of his gallant conduct on the occasion of the fight. His grave was spo' 
cially adorned with garlands and 'nreaths. On Sunday several ladies went to me 
cemetery and took the decorations from his grave, tore tliem into tatters, threw them 
into the street and trampled on them, walking backwards and forwards over them. 
I returned on Tuesday, I think. There was considerable excitement in the town about 
the matter, and I did not know exactly what to do. I could not imagine what would 
actuate a human being to desecrate a grave, esjwcially a soldier's grave. I had heard 
that the American flag had been torn down in several national cemeteries, pulled to 

fieces, and trampled in the dust by the rebels, at Fredericksbnrgh and Andersonvillc. 
could not allow that under my eye, and therefore I sent a reC[Uest through their 
parents for these young ladies to report at my ofSce for an investigation. They came, 
quite a number with thMn, witli their fetters and friends. Tiiere was a fair investi- 
gation ; the ladies were identified by two colored people who had witnessed the trans- 
action. They did not know the names of the ladies, but they correctly described their 
dresses, and Mrs. Thomas, the postmistress at Marianna, identified them as being those 
engagM in the affoir. Tbey were represented by counsel. I did not know what I 
could do with them, further than to attach the blame. I gave them a lecture upon 
the matter, and that was the last of i(^ so fat as I was concerned. 

The investigation of the outrage upon the nation's dead allayed a greater "escit*- 
ment " than the "arrest of tho yorrtig ladies "made. 

_ " Some little excitement in our qniot community was created a ftew days ago by an order 
issuing from Captain Hamilton, of theFreedmen'sBureau.to twoor three young ladies 
to appear at his office to answer the charge of having desecrated tlie graves of Union 
soldiers. The young ladies answered the summons by appearing at the 'captain's office ' 
with several friends. An investigation was had, in which no reliable evidence was in- 
troduced to support the charge, and the young ladies were immediately released from 
arrest. We would advise our yonng ladies, at the present, at least, to keep out of the 
way of these ' Union soldiers,' dead or alive. As there are no head-hoards, stones, or 
cenotaphs in the cemetery faj guide your steps, it would be better not to go at all, for 
fear of treading, unawares, where you hadn't ought to, or spread flowers, or pick one 
up to decorate, for it might be called another name, and you be punished. 

" If you should at any time desire to walk, and direct your steps toward the ceme- 
tery, tell no one of your purpose, and on reaohiog there look around, and be careflil of 
observation fitom within or without, and at all times tread lightly. Wehavonodonbt, 
on application, Capt-ain Hamilton would grant permission to plant a tree, shrub, or 
flowerj as an ornament to the gravesof those yon love, especially if not withinareapeot- 
able distance from the ' sacred spot.' 

"Our town authorities should immediately provide another avenue to the burial- 
place of onr dead, that tho 'sacred spot' be not viewed, much less approached, at tho 
neril to the Innocent and unsnspooting." 

Question. From what paper is that article taken t 

Anneer: From the Marianna Courier, of May 30, 1887. 

Question. Is it a republican or a democratic paper T 

Anwur. I would not like to call it even a democratic paper. 

Qaeation. What is it! 

Ait»v>er. It is one of the most incendiary sheets ever published, I have horo some 
of the unmbers of that paper which I have preserved. 

©McstioH. Is it a republican paper ? 
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AnmBer. Ho, sir, it ia not a repnbllcan paper ; ancl it is too mean to be called even a 
democrfttio paper. It claims to be a democratic paper, and is one of tlie darkest dye. 

Question. [HandiDg witness apap«F.] Is this paper, of date Novemlier 9, 1871, a copy 
of the Eame paper } 

^nswei-. Yes, sir; and in it I find this sentence; "There is no carpet-baggei: in the 
county to raise a row bo that we can write his obituary." 

Qu^ilion. If you can futnisb us with other articles from that paper, indicative of its 
tone and temper, I wish yoa would do so. 

Answer. I have several articles bore — worse than that. 
By Mr. Ljnsing : 

Question. Is Marianna the county seat of Jackson county T 

Answer. It is. 

Qaestio'ii. What is the population of that place ? 

Answer. Three or four liundred ; it is a very populous county. 

Question. Is this Marianna Courier a paper quite extensively patronized ! 

Answer. Yea, sir, by the Ku-Klux there. 

Quet(M)n. TbroQgh the county T 

Awmeer. Yes, sir. 

Qaea'Aon. And somewhat out of the connty 9 

Antwer. Yes, sir. 

QuMiion. Have you any idea of the extent of its circulation I 

AnaiBer. I have not, indeed. 

Question. Is there any other paper published in that place T 

Jiwwer. No, sir; that is the only paper published there. 

Ouealion. Do you know any republicans who patronize or take this paper I 

Ansiaer. No,^;Idonot. I naed Co cet it while I was there. The following are some 
of the artidea to which I have referred, and they relate to the incident of the visic of 
M^orPnrmaji and myself to our homes in Marianna, Jackson County— particnloi'ly do 
they refer, in most shameful and provoking languaee, to the "old fatherK" of the place, 
who escorted us on our return, across the borders of the State, to insure a safe esodns 
out of the county. The cause of the arrest of the men referred to in the first article 
wae this : These men who were awested were planters, who had parceled their laud 
among their laborers, under the usoal contract. When the "crop was almost ready to 

. — I...,, •.!.... 1 .-, 1.1 .j.._ ..■ — ■,-. __j -^--^gr who had helped him 

At the expiration of 

— , „ ^eyear was made, this discharged hand 

applied for his share of the crop, but was again driven away and refused. 1 directed 
a settlement to bo made, and they still refusing, 1 sent a guard to protect the laborer. 
The guard observed preparation for reBistance on the part of the employers, and they 
■were then arrested. 

[From tie Marianaa Conrier.J 

"k. CoMPAKisoJf.— The crimes and atrocitii« perpetrated by Kirk in North Carolina 
have been heralded thronghout the Union with the severest strictures on their enormi- 
tica and baseness by one patty, and dementing apologies, couched in siokening and 
disgusting lies, by the other, while independent and unbiased writers have often won- 
dered that Christian forbearance could be ao greatly imposed upon as to permit the 
vile -wretch to continue in his oppressive, tyrannical, and murderous career with im- 
punity. Indeed, says a Northern exchange, ' if the citizens of North Carolina permit 
this butchery of their friends to go unavenged, they ore unworthy of liberty and free- 
dom, and disgrace the name of American.' But what does the immensity and vastuess 
of this man's acta consist ! Depriving men of their libertv without right or law, and 
incarcerating them ; maiming and bruising, assaulting and injuring, beating and fell- 
ing with muskets when ready acquiescence is not made in um'easonable and insulting 
demands ; abusing, cursing, insulting, threatening, and subjecting to every objection- 
able treatment and outrage on sensibility, while under ignominious guards during 
confiuement. These are the gross wrongs, inhuman outrages, and demon-like atiticities 
at which the sense of the people of the whole Union recoils with revolting di^nst, dis- 
daining anger and threatening wrath ! But Low do these details, considered heart-sick-, 
ening, compare, or more properly contrast, with the wrongs inflicted upon this county 
by Hamilton and Purman, the resentment of which was denominated insurrection I 
Let the parallel be commenced by reversion to the seditioua language and insurrec- 
tionary advice given from the speaker's stsmd to large audiences of colored men, with 
slander, insult, abnse, and vituperation, coupled with menaces and threats against 
white men, and, at the same time, those present incited to wrong, ipjury, and the com- 
mission of felonies, were fed on crime to vomit blood; let the wrongs and injuriea 
inflicted in the unfair and unjust exercise of the dntiea in the little mill of tyranny — 
Freedmen's Bureau — ^be nnmentioned, bat let it not be forgotten that three citizens of 
this county were Insultingly arrested and rutlilessly incarcerated in a filthy old smoke- 



lay by " these employers drove a laborer, with his wife and si 
in his crop, from his tenancy, upon the cnai^ of "impudence 
the contract, when a general settlement for the year waa ma 
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house to be Dia*le to siiccuinl) to iiu unfair aud unjust disposition of tlieir propertj tUat 
amounted to absolute robbery ; let the huge proportions of oppreasion, tyranny, aud 
degiadiui; insult be marked iu the arrest of the yonna; ladies of this place to be 



degiaaiUK msult be marked lu tite arrest ot the yonna; ladies of this place to be 
arraigned before a vile potentate of brief aathority; -with the petty tyrannies, menial 
oppresaioua, and cowardly eseroiaea of malignity and hatred unnoticed, the irrepres- 
sible rules of canae and effect and the natural and legitimate consequences of them 
must loom np iu colossal proportions, the heart'Sickening details of the damnable 
atrocity in the hellish assassination of a pure, innocent, inoffensive, aud passiugly 
lovely lady, which, reganlless of the demon-like Send whose hands were stained with 
this inexpiable blood,_ is traceable to these very men, under whose nurturing care 
threo-fonrthsof the crime of this connty was given embiyo birth and fostered through 
its earlier stages even by the very means above indicated. 

" Now, to cap the climax of this contrast, these men have the surprising impertinence 
and brazen-faced impatience to intmde themselves into the notice of the very people 
whom th(iy have wronged to injury, injured to outrage, outraged to criminal t-olerauce, 
aud placed themselves in the gaze of the revolting pietnre they have made. It is well 
that they should know that no Letbeau spray can erase the deep impressions ou 
memory's tablet ; no wave of oblivion can submerge the deep and jnst enmity every- 
where entertiuued against them, and that time itself can never smottier the lively spirit 
of Yeugeanoe that deep sense of gross wrong ever prompts to action, aud that, though 
the nplifted hand of outraged justice may for a time be stayed from the esccutiou of 
its demanding duty, so sure as Heaven is true and God is 'jnst its impending wnith 
will yet overtake them iu their vile careoi'." 

[From the Marlannii Courier, Angnat 18, 1870.] 

" The crowning act of humiliation and degrading self-debasement has at last been 
committed by the prudent and over-cautious, aud the truckling obsequionsuess to pol- 
icy and fear has reached its climai, rendering a disgnsting and sickeuing spectacle of 
humble b^gary and cowardly surrender too revolting to be considered. After Ham- 
ilton and Furman, two of the most debased, dishonorable, and infamous villains nn- 
whipt of justice, having wronged, injured, outraged, oppressed, and tyrannized over, 
for a time, to the extent of reducing to abject slavery the whole people of this connty ; 
after having arrayed the labor of the connty in enmity amdhostility to our citizens by 
abttso,iusaIt, slander, andcalnmny, and left them trained for disorder and atrifo, when 
they had become personally so offensive and odions to fear to meet the men they had 
wronged ; after having infused into the minds of these people every devUtry and vil- 
lainonB intent with criminal advice and damnable counsel as to its perpetration ; after 
having incarcerated our citizens in filthy dens, aud subjected them to outrage for 
robbery; after having arrested the daughters of prominent members of this commu- 
nity as nn insult and outrage to it ; after having necessitated a result of bloodshed and 
murder, iu the perpetration of which not only good and Jaw-abidiug citizens have been 
lost, hut an innocent and passingly lovely lady has fallen a sacrifice ; after the perpetra- 
tion of other hellish Brimes and demon-like felonies, attributable and traceable to these 
identical fiends — even when only a few days since they had laid a scheme and concocted 
a plan to drench our very streets in the blood of its citizens, under certain contingen- 
cies; a self-constituted committee of some of themostprominent citizens of the county 
became an escortto guard these men from danger andfreethemfrom harm. Therecita^ 
tion is horrible to be considered, and it is useless to comment on snch humbling beggary, 
such degrading action, such humiliating resorts. The protest of three-fonrths of the 
white oitizeuB of the county is cnterM against it; if considered representatively, 
they regard it as an outrage; if individually, as ignominious. A few months will con- 
vince all that these incu navo tarnished their honor, and contaminated their cbarac- 
tmby 

" ' One foul, one degrading spot, 

Oni; net, wiiich, wlien dying, thoy would wlah to blot.' " 

[From the Mariairaa Courier, Septombet ^, ISVO.j 

ConnonniiatBd. 

" THE ENEMIES OF PEACE. 

" Editor CouBiBR : Please inform the people of Jackson County, through your col- 
umns, that Homer Bryan, Dan. Bryan, and Benjamin Livingston were the three dele- 
fites from it who went to the GainesviUe convention in the interest of Hamilton and 
urman, the notorious slanderers and disturbers of the public peace, who have ever 
""■'""" — d to keep OUT county io a state of turmoil, lawlessness, aud anarchy. These 
to uphold Hamilton and Purmau in the war thej; have been trying to get up 
inty, and are ready to furnish all the assistauoe in their power to continue 
" " " '""3, discord, strife, and even hostility, between the two dasses of 
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our citizens ■who are now enjoying harmony anfl coacord, and they wiU be remembeved 
aa the enemies of peace and good older. They know that Hamilton and Pnrman are 
the anthors of all tiie tronblea in Jackson. Coanty ; for such haa not only been the 
Etatement of every United States officer who has been in the county since the eoni- 
moncemeut of their crusade against the peace, happiness, nay further, the dearest and 
most cherished oMecta of life, but it has also been made to their very teeth, from the 

Sublic Htand in Marianna, by J. C. Gibbs, secretary of state, and the foremost and 
Bcidedly most talented leader in their party. The above-named parties are now 
working in tiieir interest, an4 assisting in the execution of their plana. Let it be 



remembered, 



" VERBUM SAT.'' 
s fair apeeioiens of the average tone and temper of that 



Aiigv:er. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Bayard : 

Qaestion. I observe that tho paper from wbich yon gave tbe lirst extract bears date 
four years and six months ago. 
Jnsmer. Yes, sir. 

QmsHoh. It wjis in May, 1667, that that article was written, and the transaction 
occurred abont which the ofaairman has inqulredt 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

The Chaibman. I did not institute any inc[niry concerning that transaction. I 
merely referred to it as testified about before us here in a manner reflecting npon Mr. 
Hamilton. 

Mr. Bayard. I was precisely aconrnte in what I said. 

QuetliOK. How old were those young ladies who were brought before yon f 

Atiitiier. They were all over twenty ; from twenty to twenty-five, I should say. 

Question. Did you say they were identified by the persons who saw them t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qvesti&a. They recognized them as the people ■who had done that thing? 

Avsiver. Yes, sit. 

Qaestion. They were two colored persons who saw them and identified them ! 

Ansicer. They were. 

Qnfitioji. YoH say there was an order issued by the Freedraen'a Bureau, authorizing 
and instructing you to frame new instructions for the labor of the people here in 
Florida — of the colored people heroT 

AnsiBa: No, sir: there was no definite orders npon the subjcut of contracts. But it 
was presumed to be necessary to work under some kind of an arrangement to insure 
justice to both parties. 

Question. To get them ont of the country f 

AnsfBer. Yaa, sir ; that was soon after the war. 

Queslitm. What persona were trying to get these people out of the country ; and t« 
what parts were they trying to take them f 

Airswer, I cannot answer that question now without referring to certain papers; I 
have not thought of the matter for some time. ' I made those contracts in tho interest 
of the freedmen and of the employers. 

Quesfwn. You say you called a meeting t 

Anmeer. It was a general call, at my request. 

Qveelimi. Yon refer to a r^ularly organized meeting f 

Ansaa: Yea, sir. 

QuesUoK. I infer ftom your statement that there was a committee on resolutions? 

Aasicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And there was a miyority report from tliat committee ! 

Anmer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you made a minority report ! 



Answer. 
They 



j±nira}&'. 'es, sir. 

Question. Who made the majority report ^ 



The others ; it did not differ very m 
rather in favor of giving wages af ' 



Questitm. The whit« people thronghont the county who employed the laborers? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; (6 a month, wit£ a hundred ponnds of meat a year. This was .t 
year after I went there. My experience there impressed me with the belief that tho 
best system to adopt was to.have the laborers work for a portion of the crop, in order 
to excite an interest on their part on the care and. cultivation of the crop as an incen- 
tive to labor, which they would not have if thuy were paid stated wages; thianiusl '-e 
self-evident. 

Question. Was this in 1866or 1^65 f 

Answer. It was in 1866. 

Question. This contract arrangement was made by you in that way t 
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Answer. Yoa, sir ; and approved by a majjority of the farmers. 

Queslion. Wlien yoa come theie yon found a system of wages and so tuucli allowance 
offered? 

Answ^, They had no System at all. I have known Instances where they would 
employ laborers, and for the least' impudent word they would discharge them without 
paying tliem a cent, though they had worked all summer. When the crop would be 
laid by, as they call it, that is, when almost all the work npoa it had been done, as far 
as the working—cnltiratiott of it — then if the laborers were impudent, or used language 
which they chose to construe as impndence, they woul(t discharge them and drive tbent 
o£fthe place. 

Quealion. If they were paid wages by the month, it would make no difference to the 
laborers, would it, when they went of^ so their wages w"ere paid them t You changed 
the system from the payment of wages to an interest in the crop, 

AtisiBer. ¥es, for two reasouB ; first, to excite in the laborer an interest in the crop ; 
and secondly, to insure a compensation for labor performed. 

Question. Yoa changed it from a sum certain in wages to an interest in the crop i 
Answer. They had no system at all. They all concurred that it was the best policy 
to pursue, and adopted it. 

Question. To give them an interest in the crops produced 1 
Answer. Yes, Bit ; and they do that to-day. 

Question. You said that when you went into Jiiclison County you repealed all con- 
tracts flien existing, wherever they were in conflict with the kind yoa favored, and 
new <ines of ttie form yon prescribed were adopted ? 

Answer. There were not a dozen written oontraets in the whole district when I went 
there. I wish I hod here a copy of the form of contract which had been adopted ; it 
was simply outri^eous. It was gotten up by some State ofSoer in Georgia; I do not 
remember who he was. It put the laborer in a worse condition than slavery. 

Qutslwn. When those contracts were made, as yoa thought, just and right, by 
authority of tho Bureau, rtfee was charged by Mr. Furman, who was your assistant! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is the faotf 

Answer Tes, sir. 

Question. By whom were those fees paid ? 

Ansiver. By the contracting parties. 

Question. By both parties to the contract ! 

Ansmer. Each of them paid afee. 

Question. There was only one fee to a contract f 

Answer. There was a fee for each signature. 

QaesUott. The authority for charging that fee yon say was contained in the circnlal 
letter of instructions t 

Ansu)er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any law for those fees, or were they fonuded on the mere con- 
struction of the order of the Bureau T 

Atmwer. I do not know whether they were based on any specific Jaw, but it was con- 
tained in the rules and regulations governing the Bureau. 

Question. Did you ever see a law authorizing a charge of that kind in the case of pri' 
Tate oontraets beliveen individuals f Do you think there is any suoh law of Congress ! 

Answer. I do not know about that. I never heard of a written legal instrument 
being exeonted gratuitously. They paid for the stamps and the paper for, and print- 
ingor the contract, and for the service of tho agent riding over the county making them. 

QuBsUon. Independent of that, do you think Congress authorized the collection of any 
fees in lie case of private contracts between persons t Of course, we all know what 
stamp duties are; but I understand you to say that there were charges beyond those 
Ibr stamps. 

Answer. The civil ofQeers are allowed a fee for appTOving a contract. 

Question. I asu whether these contracts were authorized by any law of the United 
States, or whether any fee was allowed for drawing, attesting, or supervising a con- 
tract * 

Answer. I do not remember having seen any law. But section 6, 1 think, of printed 
instrnctions authorized the civil agent to collect a fee. 

Qu^ion. How long were you at the head of the Bureau there f 

Answer. I was assigned to duty there in 1966. 

Question. How long had you tnen beeu in Florida ! 

Ansteer. I was ordered here in the winter of 1865. 

Question. You had been in the Axmy of the United States f 

Ansurer. Yes, sir. 

QuesHoa. Had you ever had any professional training before you entered the Army I 

Ansuiei-, No, sir ; I enlisted while still a minor. 

QuesU<w. Before you were of age 7 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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By the Chairman ; 

Question. Have you ever examined particularly the various acia of Congress creating 
and maintaimng the Freedmen's Bureau ? 

Aaawer. I bave. 

Question. Do you j'ecollect whether the Secretary of War, or any other officer, was 
allowed or required to make regulations for the mauagoment of the Freedmen's Bii- 

Answer. The Secretary of War and the Commissioner of the Fttcdiiien's Bureau were 
authorized to do so. 

Question. The Coraraissioner of the Freedmou'a Bureau was subordinate to the Secre- 
tary of War? 

Ansieer. Certainly. 

Question. And nnder those regulations theao contracte were made, fees charged, &e. ! 

Amu'o; Yes, sir. I would uke to refer to the matter of our getting out or Jackson 
County last fall, returning from a visit to our home, when the Ku-KIux picketed the 
roads. But aa this is the last liour of the oommittee here, I shall not detain you. 
Au article in relation to this &om the Marianna Courier of August IS, 1870, 1 shall 
leave with yon. As I was waiting outside of the door yesterday, I indirectly heard 
some testimony given by a man from Leon County, John Williams', who livesa hundred 

miles from Marianna — am" "' t n. .. > » . . . , ,. . . 

disonssiug me, and at onc< 
By Mr. Bayard : 

QuestiOK. Yon refer to his account alwut you 1 

Answer, Yes, sir. He endeavored to trace back through iivo or six years the respon- 
sibility for the horrible crimes perpetrated there withm the last two years ; to trace 
the responsibility for them back to the time when I commanded that district. I will 
affirm that, dnring all the time I was in charge of the western district of Florida, but 
one outrage waa perpetrated in the entire district. A colored man was shot on the 
highway by a man of the name of Parker, who immediately fled the county, and has 
never been heard of there since. I will say that I never received a direct personal in- 
sult in that county. I got into some difQculties soon after I went tbere, but I never 
really received an insult in that county. I state this simply to show that the horrid 
rufflora of to-day were then not whispered. I have been abused and vilified by citi- 
zens in that county and out of it. I regret that you have not sent for some of the rad- 
ical rebels in Jackson County, instead of men wbo really know nothing about affairs 
there, and base their statements upon inflated rumor. I challenee any democrat or 
Ku-lQus in the State, whether living in Jackson County or out of it, to put his finger 
upon one single official act of mine while there that was not warranted by necessity, 
and baaed upon right and justice, so far as 1 was able to determine right and wrong. 
Qaestion. How long did you remain there 1 

Answer. I was there from 1866 to January 1, 1863, when I was mustered out of the 
Army by the general order mustering out all officers of the Veteran Reserve Corps. 
Question, At what time waa the first act of violence committed there t 

Ansicer. Thefirst outrage perpetrated theie, I think, wastheaasassinationof Dr. Fin- 
layson and the shooting of Major Purman, in February, 1869. I have some letters here 
from John Q.Dickinson, which, with the permission of the committee, I wiU append to 
my testimony. (See page 289.) Ihavealsoapetition of citizens of Jaelison County to 
the then governor of the State, Governor Watter, and to General Foster, protesting 
against the loyal people of Jackson County celebrating the Fourth of July, 1866. The 
mayor and the people there forbid the bearing of the United States flag in the prooes- 
Hion, under penalty of its being fired noon. But wo had a glorious celebration. AU 
turned ont, whit« and bla«k, and everything passed off quiet. I mention this only to 
show what was the Bontimont of the people there iu 18CG. I find among my papers 
here the letter from the Secretary of State to wliieh I referred a moment ago. It is as 
follows ; 

" Depaktmekt op State, 

" Washingbtn, October 3, 1866. 
" Geneeal ; This Departnjent has information that plans are on foot to lead frecJ- 
men to move abroad, and in particular to Peru, upon a promise of higher wages than 
they receive at hoine, and probably by other inducements. As there is reason to believe 
that these promises will not bo faMIIed, it is deemed to be the moral duty of the Gov- 
ernment to prevent the freedmen from being imposed upon, by them. It is conse- 
qnently sugeested that officers of your Bureau be instrncted to advise the freedmen to 
be cautions how they conclude bargains to go to foreign countries. 
" I am, general, your obedient servant, 

" WILLIAll H. SEWAED. 
"Miqor General 0. 0. Howard, 

" Superintendent of the Freedmen'a Bvreaii, WasMvglon, D. C." 
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" Official copy furnished for the infonnution of Captain CM. Hamilton, snb-aBsistanl 
commissioner, &c., Marianna, Florida, who iB directed to comply with tho snegcstiona 
contained in the foregoing letter of the Secretary of State. Contraets with freedraen 
■willTiot be approvedby snb-asBistant commissionera when -Uiey are reqnired by the 
terms of contract to pass beyond the limits of tho United States. Snch proposed eon- 
tTacte,if any eiist,inust be forwarded for tho consideration of the proper authorities, 
" By order of Brevet Major General J. G. Foster, assistant commissioner. 

" J. H. LYMAN, 
"Acting Assistant Aslant Gtnitral. 

■ "HBAWiUAETERa DISTRICT FlOMDi, 

" Office AssittaKt Commissioner B. 11. F. anA A. L., October 16, 1866." 

The nature of the people of Jackson County, and so pretty generally of the people of 
the South, has been so perverted by the inatitutiou of slavery, and the teacbings of 
their leaders, that, as a generaJ thing, they la^k many of tjie finer sensibilities that 
belong to honorable manhood. 

Qaealion. Is that your criticism upon the mass of th,o people of that county ? 

Anvaer. Not only upon the people of that county, but upon the old slave-holders of 
the South generally. There is this difference between the northern and southern 
people. In the northern there is an individuality you don't find in tho soathem people. 
What I mean by that is, that slavery has been a harrier to civilization, and has tended 
to the degenerationof the people who have lived under its baleful influences for almost 
three generations ; and the result is that, to a great extent, the southern people eonnsel 
with, and are moved, actuated, and controlled by the impulses of passion, prejudice, and 
sentiment, rather than by reason and cool judgment. This is a characteristic of all 
people in like condition. How few the mmds which control the South is evident in 
the nistory of secession and rebellion. 

(Jueatioit. Areyeu now a Representative in Congress of the people of this State? 



^(MsHon. You were sent from this State to act as their Eepresentative in Consres 

with snch feelinj ' ' " ... ~ .. 

just stated ! 

Ati»u>er. They i 

sion and pr^udi< _ ^ . 

toward them. 

QiwaHoft, You were content to go there as their Representative, entertaining such 
opiD ions of tbem f 

Attrnxer. I could not help it ; I was not responsible for their nature aud condition, 

Qnmtion. What office do you now hold ? 

Anmier. I am postmaster of the city of Jacksonville. 

Qaeation. When did your congressional term expiret 

Answer. With the Forty-first Congress. 

^(stioB. And you have held the office of postmaster here since that time ! 

.answer. For part of the time. 

QttttitUya. Do you know what is the circulation of the Marianna Courier J 

AntwKT. I do not. 

QiKsticm. What is the population of Jackson County I 

Anmser. I could not give the exact figures ; I think it is eight or ten thousand. 

Question, The preponderance of negro population in that county is very great! 

Antmier. No, sir ; not so much so. 

Qaestiim. What do you mean by "not so much so f Howmanj negroes to one white 
are there in that county I 

.dnmoer. I mean not so preponderant as to be "very great." I think th»two races 
are T^ry equally divided there ; the negroes are not mm^ in the majority. 

Q««i(ion. Do you say that the population of Jackson County is pretty equally divided 
between the blacks and the whites t 

Ansmer. The blacks are in the majority there, but they are in tho minority in the 
State. 

QntstUm. You have here expressed your views of southern people and of the people 
of Florida. Have yon constantly been in the habit, publicly and privately, of express- 
ing such views in regard to them ! 

Anmcer. No, sir. These arc my opinions founded upon observation, and I give them 
for your information. 

Question. Have yoa in the course of yonr stay in this State indulged yourself in such 
expressions as yon have used before this committee to-day ! 

insuier. No, sir. I am trying to discover seme effective way to deal with these peo- 
ple; wo have failed in an appeal to their reason. 
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Qvestion. That is your opinion of the people amoug whom yoa have noiv made your 
hotue ! 

Anmeer. We have failed to accomplish anything bj appealing to their reason. The 
only way of having jieace hero and erecting a secure govcrnmont is hy taking a pretty 
vigorona hold and repressing this spirit of relwllion, which, aince the war, has become 
jnteDfiifled teii times OTer what it was during the war. 

Question. Tliese sentiments yott express to ua are not those you ordinarily express 

AMV)er. I do not express them at all pnitlicly. 
By Mv. La:j6ING ; 

Qiteetion. What, in yonr judgment, was the eEfect in the South of the defeotioc ot 
Andrew Johnson from his party and its principles P 

AiisiPBr. To arouse the spirit of rebelliou, which the national armies had only par- 
tially suppressed. 

Question. Did it have the effect of reviving the latent hopes of the South f 

Ansievr. Yes, sir ; there is no doubt of it at alL 

QaeiUion. Wliat was the condition of the sontAem mind upon the accession of John- 
sou to the Preaidenoy, and before he had abandoned hia party and its principles f 

Answer. I think they were wiUing to yield a ready ac^uiescenee to the Government. 
They were satisfied they had committed a great error m rebelling, not only an error 
of tne heart, but an ei'ror of judgment. And helbre hia defection they would have 
been veiy well satisfied, and would have felt that they had more than justice dor.o 
them, aa I have often heard them espreaa themaeWes, if they were " only allowed to 
remain nnmolested in this country," The worst of them did not espeot to ever again 
participate in the administration of the governmeut. 

Quesiion. Yon think that was the condition of the southern oiind firom the time of 
the surrender to the treachery of Andrew Johnaont 

Awiwer. Yes, sir; I have no doubt of it at all. 

Question. Tlien do yon look upon hia treachery aa the great cause of all the trouble 
and misfortune in the South J 

Jnweer. Yea, air. Allow loe to state right here that when the reconstraetion dfcts 
first passed Congress, the Yankees, as we are called, most of ns soldiers who were in 
the South, rather stood back, did not really feel at that time that they had any partic- 
ular right to interfere in politics, or totalie part in them. Bnt the recoustruotioa laws 
were passed; reconstruction wae necesaary ; the Government of the United States Wiia 
determined t-o recoustvnet the South ; the democratic party iu the South adopted the 
policy of masterly inactivity, as they called it; there was anew element here that had 
been enfranchise who were without leaders. The northern men in the South, and 
there were bnt a handful of them in this State, who had been in the Army, took hold 
of thia matter of reconstruction, and they liave perfected it as f^ as it has been accom- 
plished. At one time Florida was one of the most thoroughly reconstmeted States ; 
but since then — well, you have here learned aa much oa I know about it. In relation . 
to the character of John Q.Dickinson, I desire to aayaword. Among atl my acquaint- 
ances in this State of Florida, or in my native State of Pennsylvania, I do not know a 
man who poaseseed more sterling oualities, one who wae a move honorable man, a mora 
mora] and upright man, a more Christian man — for one not mating a profession of 
Christianity — than Colonel John Q. Dickinson, native of Vermont, who was assassi- 
nated by the Ku-IOus of Marianna. 



Marliksa, SepUmUr 30, ISm. 
DEAJi Hamilton : Another and yet another murder. On Tuesday, the 2Sth, the 
colored people ^t up a picnic at the Eobinaon Spring, near the Natural Bridge. A 
company consisting of Washington Eivers, Wyatt Young, and Calvin Rogers, and 
twenty-three women and children, were on the road to attend. When juat at the olil 
Bobinson angar-honse and still they were fireil npou from out of the thick bushes with 
a repeating rifle— aliout thirteen or fourteen shote in rapid succession. Calvin Kogei-a 
was iu a amgie os-oart alonf^side of Delia White, and only twenty-five yards from the 
tree under which the assassm stood. Four shots struck various parts of Calvin's olothea 
and wallet, one of them grazing his arm, Rogers bad bnt one load, which he fired. 
Rivera was not armed so far as 1 learn, Wyatt had come on ahead aud was then fish- 
ing in a hole in the oreek directly opposite, (across the road from where the shooting 
came, about fifty yards distant.) He had Rogers' ammunition. Rogers called for him, 
bnt he did not anawer. It seems he ran up, and finding in theconfuaiou that one of the 
oxen waa running awaf with Ben Livingston's little boy Stewart (about two years old) 
in the cart, he caught the boy out of the cart, and j nst theu a ballet pierced tlie boy's 
bead, pass^ through, and entered the left breast of Wyatt, killing them both instantly, 
fioladdy else wae hurt. I heard of it in aliont an hour, and in the comae of anothei 

19 B 
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Lonr and a lialf was nnder way with about thirty men. We scoured about, but found 
no clew except a inysteriona buggy-track that came from Matianna way, and left the 
Campbellton road at thfi foob of Dudley Hill. Tbe track was frtssb, aurt we followed it 
bj tfie Natural Bridge to Greenwood, wien darkness overtook us, and we got home late 
,at night. I am holding an luqaest which bids fair to remain in session two or three 
days. Lawrence Arinlstead is suspectol, but nothing conclnsive is reached yet, 

Laet night, about dusk, Columbus Sullivan and George Cox were hauling home a 
load of cotton, when they were fired npon. Sullivan's face is horribly mutilated and 
one eye nut out. Cos was hit with small shot in the arm. Both will recover. My 
mind and my time are more than oocn pied, anil I only snatch time to write this much. 
Seud this to Pui-man if he isn't with you. I can't write to him this mail. 

J. Q. DICKINSON. 

Hamilton, can you get a firat-elass detective to come here? No half- way man will do. 
If I bad one here now I believe something could be aceiiinplisbed. The inqueat may 
develop something, but I don't quite see what. If detectives can't he furnished, afew 
Henry rifles would have an excellent moral effect here. J. Q. D. 



Makianna, Odober 3, 1869, (Sunday 2Hglii.) 
Deak Hamilton : The inquest on the case I wrote you of last has'closed after a 
three days' session and found a verdict of " shot by unknown," &o. Everything was 
calm apparently. I heard no dissatisfaction expressed. The verdict was rendered at 
4 p. m., Friday, the 1st October. At about 9 o'clock p. m. of that day Maggie Mc- 
Clellau was shot dead, and Colonel Mc. badly shot in the shoulder, as tbey were sitting 
on the piasza -of the hotel with several others. Colonel Coker fired a pistol after the 
party or parties. Colonel Mo. recognized the voice of Calvin Eogers giving the word 
" fire." Calvin came into town in the morning, when lo ! fifty or sixty arm«l men wore 
stationed about. Not a word had been said to me about the guilt of Calvin, and I never 
once thought of it or I might have arrested him, and saved an immense expense and 
trtfnble. Calvin went along near White's, when about ten men with guns made a 
charge from near the old Courier office, and some one told Calvin they were after him. 
In fact, they yelled after the fashion of the "rebs" in a charge, which I have uodonbt 
yon have heard many a time. Calvin, I sappose, saw nothing but immediate death, 
and broke for parts unknown. People kept gathering from all parts of the connty, 
armed mostly with double-hBrreled shot-guns, and many of them mounted. There 
are about two hundred of them. They sconted all the conntry round about. I 
have no idea which way Calvin went, as the newsissediiloitsly kept fi*oiii me. I heard, 
accidentally, that he was seen in the neighborhood of Bethlehem chnrch. I kept on 
the street al! day yesterday trying to keep down the tendency to farther bloodshed. 
About 9 o'clock in the morning somebody arrested Oscar Granbury, and he was shot 
dead by some one wlule in charge of a party of dninkcQ fellows. 

The wildest part of the crowd are opposed to having an inquest, and the better class 
are afraid to urge it against these heiulstrong youngsters, who have always ruled their 
betters to the damage and disgrace of the connty. As it is, an inquest would be but a 
force, or, if it were good for anything, would be apt to provoke a fight. Terror reigns. 
I shall await the return of qniet, when I will hold the inquests iu due form at least. I 
still bold to the opinion expressed in my last, and hope it may be consummated, After 
further developments I will write you. It is a small hell on earth here now. Write me 
n,bont that couveutiou right off. 

' J. Q. DICKINSON. 

Dear Hamilton ; I must take a moment to write yo 
let Purman come, till I write yon. 

Since my two letters excitement and horror has increased, but only one life lost. I 
am uncertain just now whether I wrote yoii about Henry Kesd. Monday night they 
went to his house and called him out. He begged— told them he was sicli, and every- 
thing hecmild, but they insisted. His wife and son jumped the window and ran. They 
flreiVon the hoy, but missed him. While looking for the boy, Heury escaped through 
another wiudrw, and ran and got under Mr. Ely^s house, where he etniA twenty-four 
hoars. Saturday night they fired on Bill Bryan and wounded him, but not severely. 
Tnesdftv a colored man (name untnown) was killeti on Ham Bryan's place— particu- 
lars nntnowu. Wednesday night (the 6th) they came to Richard Poore's house, hanled 
him oat, and ordered Mini to march on ahead. He broke and ran. They llred and 
missed him. He ran under Dr. West's kitchen, and staid thei-e till mornii^. Nothing 
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can at present be found out, and nothing done. I look to the fataro for relief Send 
na a sheriff, and we can enforce the law ; as it is, I am a more plaything. Day before 
yesterday they notified Fleischman to leave. He refused. Thoy gave hint two honrs ; 
afterwaril, till sundown. He wouldn't go. They camo after him abont 9 o'bloet. and 
carried him ovur into Georgia by force. It will ruin him. Can you do anything f If 
BO, do it ; but do not send any soldiers, and do not come yourself. I have not :i mo- 

J. Q. DICKINSON. 
P. S.— A. H. Lowe has assessed Coker, and he thinks the assessment wrong, and this 
morning came and demanded that Lowe should annul it, or he would have it out of 
bim. Sweet, isn't itf 



MARiiSN.4, October II, 1809. 

Deah Hamilton r About tho time 1 was writing ray last to yon, on October 7, 
the most foul murder of all was being committed. Three men went to the house of 
Matt Hiekels, and took bim, hia wife, and son ont, in broad daylight, and shot them, 
dead at a lime-sink abont a quarter of a mile from tbeir house. An inquest was held, 
and the jury, after.consnltins' one minute, brought in a verdict against John T. Myrick, 
William Coter, and Edward S. Alderman. They have left the uonnty. All quiet since 
till to-night, about an hour ago, I learned that some white man was lying dead over 
near Adam Mc^ealy's. Don't know who it is. An inquest has beeu summoned. 

Total casnidtiea so far; . 

■Whites killed 2 wounded 2 total 4 

Colored - killed J wounded 2 total 9 

9 4 13 

That is including the last, which I hope is a ruiuor. All this since September 9S. 
Gooil God, Haniilton, isn't this awful S 
Yours, 

J. Q. DICKINSON. 



Jacksokvillb, Florida, yovember 14, 1871. 
J. W. CHILDS sworn and examine<l. 

By the Chairman : 
Qaestiojt. State your ago, where yon wera born, where yon now reside, and what 
is your present oceupation. 

AJisieer. 1 am thirty-six years old. I was born in Chatauque County, New York, and 
I now reside in Gainesville, Alaehua County, in this State. I am a merehant there. 
QuesUon. Have you on any occasion acted as deputy marshal ! 

QuesftOTt. Wlien! 

Answer. During the past year and a half. 

Ojiesiioa. Have you nad any resistance to you in executing any nroccss from the 
United States court t " ' 

Anaicer. Last winter I had some resistance offered to the arrest of parties in Col- 
ombia County T 

Qneatioa. What were they charged with f 

AHiwer. With the violation of the enforcement act. I attempted to make arrests of 
three of the party, and they violently resisted, and declared tliat they would not be 
arrested. I found it impossible to make the arrest ; tliey used abusive and insulting 
language. 

Questiim. Did they exhibit weaponsf 

^Msicer. They drew several weapons upon me. 

Qaeation. Din they know you bad authority to arrest them, and t« euromon citizens 
to help you 1 

Answer. I read the warrant to them, and told them I had authority to summon a 
posse, and 1 called upon three who were present. 

Que«ii(m. What did tliey say ? 

JiMiwr. They said they had nothing to do with the damned radical institution ; thoy 
said that it wonld bo impossible to make any arrests up there ; that they were not going 
to be taken away by niggers. 
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Question Did jou make the srrests? 

An»«ier No, sir. 

QuesHow Have tliey lieeu mail>; 1 

AtgKcr Tlicy liave uot. 

Question Not to this day t 

^iisttier No, sir, two of the patty have not been arreatcd ; one of them, I think, has 
come m , he did not resist, and he hoa come.iu and given himself up. 

Question. Have you traveled much over this State T 

Answer. Yes, sic. 

QKeelUm. Have you any reason to suppose there is an organization in the State oom- 
monly caUed En-Elus: ! 

Answer, I have reason to suppose there is, but I amnotpositivelyknowingtothefact. 

Question. State whether iu different parts of the State there have been crimes com- 
mitted which, in your opinion, ai¥i attribntahle to them f 

jJjMMwr. I live iu Hamilton County, in the interior of the State, and I know during 
the years 1889 aud 1S70 there were some nine or ten murders oommittud. 

Question. In those two years t 

J.n$wei: In about a year, 

Question. Have any proceedings beeu had to punish them T 

AHBteer. There have been no arrests made. 

^ueglion. Do you know about any other eonnty T 

Atieirer. I was in the county at the time oue of the difficulties occurred, aud I am 
informed that in Polk County some colored people were coiniug iato town aud were 
driven out by a drnnken party that were there. 

QutsUon. Do you know anything about any other oonnty f 

Ansteer. 1 have been throngh a great many coauties of this State ; in most of them 
I ami aware there is a bitter feeling aud pr^adice against colored people, aud extuudlug 
even t« outi^e. 

Question. Yon live in Alaohna Connty t 

Jlnstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What has been the eondition of things there T 

AMmer. It has not been so bad iu our couuty as in other parts of the State ; still 
there is considerable lawlessness there. Last winter a mob took a colored man who 
had been arrested «ut of jail and hanged him. 

QneHiOH. With what was he charged? 

Answer. With shooting another man. 

Question. A white man ? 

Ansarer. Yes, sir. There have beeu several murders iu the county. A few weeks 
ago a desperate character rode into a store aud sliot a colored man deliljerately aud 
killed him; there was no arrest made. Iu all these cases where colored men are 
killed, it is very seldom an,arre3t is made, aud if one is made, the proceedings are very 

n anything ? 

By Mr. Bayaed : 

SuesiJoB. When did you come to Florida ! 
n»u>er. I have been here some six or seven years, 

Question. You came here during the war ? 

Answer. I oame here iu 1866, and I have been a resident of the State since then. 

Qwti^on. Where were j-ou durin" the war^ 

Ansieer. I was in Virginia, but taring the last part of the war I was in Key West. 

Questidn. Yon were in the United States service T 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. What office did you hold 1 

Answer. I am deputy tax collector, a State office, and deputy United St.ates marshal. 

^uestioa. Have you served many ptoceses throngh the State as marshal t 

Answer. I have in Alachua Couuty and iu Columbia County. 

QuesHon. Is this case yon have mentioned the only case where you have beeu forcibly 
resisted T 

Amwer. Tliat is the only case. 

Question. When did it occur ! 

Answer. Last winter, during the term of the court. 

Question. What had this man done? 

Answer. It was for the violation of the enforcement act. It was an armed body of 
jien who drove the colored i)eople from the polls in that county. 

Question. WhenT 

Ansiver. Last November. 

Question. Was theie a riot there t 
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Anawef. TLcae were tte facta : an armed hoUy of men came in and drovt. the repub- 
lic.iiis from tlie polls. 

Qmaken. Agaiuet liow many men had yon warrants ! 

Anaivw. I believe four. 

Qimtion. Were tdey all together when you came np ? 

Anaicer. No, sir ; only two, 

^uertfon. Had yon auy resistance from more than two ! 

Jtnsicer. Tea, sir ; I had resistance from another. 

Qibestioa. At a different p!a«e T 

Jiisicer. That same day ; he did not ase violence, but ho said if it was convenient he 
would come down, but he did not feel like going thOTi. 

Question. Did he go t 

Avxicer, No, sir. 

Question. Waa lie afterwards arrested T 

Answer. He afterwards gave himself up. 

Question. Who were those other niea! 

Animer. Pulaski Favnell and Burton Seely. 

Question. Were either of them afterwards arrested? 

Qaestion. Are they in the State T 

Answer, I believe they are. 

QaesHon, Has any attempt been made since to arrest theui J 

Anstner. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who made it 1 

Aitsicer. I made one attempt with soldiers, but I could not iind them. 

Qiifstion. Thfiy_ evaded you f 

A«>v>er. Yes, sir. 

Qiieati/m. Did you make more than one attempt ? 

Qnestiou, Has any other person made an attempt to arrest tbcm * 

Answer. I understood an attempt had been made, but I do not know ihe fact ; it is a 
desperate state of hiwlessneas there, 

QaesHmi. Who bud you with you 1 

Ansicer, A deputy sheriff. 

Qnesliott. Both of you were white mont 

Ansinei: Yes, sir. 

Queslion. Bad you arms at the timet 

AtiBwer, Yes, sir. 

Qveation. Did yon exhibit them 1 

Ansiner. No, sir. 1 had a revolver cooked ; I did not know but they would fife at 
any moment, and I quietly cooked my revolver ; thej flang their revolvers around in 
a very desperate manner. 

QveatUm. Were they alone ! 

Answer. No, sir; there were three or fonr others present. 

Qaeaiian. Did you attempt to get a posse T 

Ansteer. I called upon the others to assist me, and told tbem they were violating 
the taw ; I explained to them what the law was, but they paid no attention whatever 
to it. 

Question. Did ; 

Answa: No, si: 

Qmi&m. This 

Ansjuer. Yes, sir; iu January, 1871. 

Question. What is the condition in life of those t^ 

Answer. They are men of moderate ci 



Jacksonville, Floeida, Xoptriibei- 14, 1871. 

^MUEL J. DOUGLAS sworn and examined. 
By the CiLiiiauN; 

Question. State your age, where you were born, where you now reside, and what is 
your present profession. 

Answer. I am in my fifty-eighth yeitt. I was bom in tJie town of Peteraburgh, in the 
State of Vli^nia, and 1 now reside in Tallahassee, Florida. I am a lawyer by profea- 
eiou and I am now following my profession. 

Qu^kitt. Will you state whether yon ever belonged to an organization called the 
JJemocratic Club f 
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Answer. 1 did. 

QaeetMo. Atwhabtimof 

Aitsirer. More than two jeara ago ; iioarly tliree years ago. 

Queilion. In whatpkcof 

Answer. In the city of Tallahassee. 
. QiiMiJon. How long did you coutinue jonr conueetion with itt 

Answer. About six or eight mouths. 

Question. How many times did yon meet t 

Answer. It wa^ tlie habit to meet once a week, I tliinfc. 

Qitesf ion. Did yon atteud the meeting of tbe club that often T 

Ansvjer, No, sir; I did not. 

QueslioR. Did yon withdraw from the cluh.f 

Ansner. The clnb dtabauded, I thiul;, upon nij recommendation. 

Qutstiim. Why did yon recommend the disbandment of the club t 

Ansjcer. Because the object for which it was formed ceased to esiat. 

Qaestimi. What was the object I 

Answer. M.fter the first election, in 1868 1 think it was, there were oamerous frauds 
oommitted upon the l)allot-bos, aa it was supposed ; two ballot-boxes were found with 
liilse sides, and there was reasbn to believe that great frands had been committed. The 
fivat object was to have some one we could rely upon to watch and see tliat frauds 
could be no longer committed ni>OD the ballot-box ; that was the first object of the asso- 
ciation. Afterward, there was great dlsconteut among the colored people. During 
the peudenoy of certain measures before Congress, certain Constitutional amendments, 
and certain acts of Congress securing to the colored people tlieir rights, tbey became 
very much excited ; they were very d^qniet. and iised to go to Tallahassee in crowds 
of a thousand at a time, armed with gons and clubs and other weapons, and parade the 
streets. I uever believed there really was any danger, but the female portion of oijr 
commnuity were very mnch afl^id, andagreat many of our people believed that there 
would bo a collision between the two races. The clnb was continued, and oue of the 
objects was to prevent any possible colliaion between the colored and white races. 
Another object was, if a collision did take place, tliey might be able, through the or- 
ganization, to arrest it ; and if, ftom any indiscretion of any young men, a collision 
with the colored people should be brongbt about, the organization oonld go in a body 
and stop IJie collision ; or. if that could not be done, it was our duty, as we supposed, 
to be in a condition to de&ud our homes and firesides against any assault. 

Question. It was a semi-military organization T 

JiMiuer, It was, aud that was the object of it. Afterward, when the colored people 
became satisfied that their rights were secure, and we no longer had any apprehension 
from them, aud they were no longer under apprehension tliat they would bo deprived 
of them, they ceased in a great measni'e these hostile demonstrations, and, upon my 
recommendation, the clnb disbanded and we had no more meetings. 

Question. What was tlie date of this organization 1 

Answer. I think it was organized in the summer of 1868 ; I was not in tbo State at 
Ita first organization ; I was absent in Yirginia. 

Question. At what time did you recommend tbe disbandnient of the clul> ? 

Answer. About eighteen mouths ago, I think, 

Question. After the last Presidential eleotion f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did the club have a written constitution T 

Ansirer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Please look at this aud see if it is substantially a copy of your constitution. 
[Handing the witness a copy of the constitution of the democratic club, furnished by 
tbe witness Frank Myers.] 

Anaieei: I think that is subBtantially the same. 

Quettlon. Did the organization extend through the State T 

Anatcer. I am not able to tell you upon that point ; I tliinkit is possible that insome 
one or two other counties there was such an organization ; but I am not able to say. 

Question. The one to which yon belonged was in Leon County t 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in the city of Tallahassee. 

QvesHon. How many oluhs were there iu that connty f 

Answer. I am satisfied there were two, oue iu Tallahassee, and oue at a place called 
Centerville : if there were more I did not know it. 

Question. I see it is provided in this constitution that " There shall be an executive 
committee, consisting of five discreet, active, energetic members." Wha.t was the duty 
of that committee? 

Aiiswa: I am not able to tell; I knew nothing about the committees; I never be- 
longed to any committee. I woa not an officer of the clnb at all ; and I am not able to 
tell you the duty of the committee. 

Question. Section'sis of this constitution provides that "the president, vice-presi- 
dents, and executive committee shall Qonstituto a committee of observation and safety, 
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of wbicli til c; preeident shall be chairaiaii." Doyoii know thedutiesof that comiuitteo! 

Aneieer. As I uuderstand It, the duty of the oommittee of safety was to iuc[Uire and 
aacertain the names uf SQch persoDS as tveic inducing or exciting strife and colliaiou, 
and to report them, so that they might be admonished to deaiat. I think that ■waa the 
object of tic safety committee. 

Qa^aiUm. There were peraona in your community that were exciting distarbauoes, 
then I 

Atisifier. It was tbought so, from tbe public speeches of an inflammatory character 
wbicL were made in publio in the city. 

Question. Do you recollect any persona who made auch apeechesT 

Anawfx. I think Mr. Purman waa one. I think there was some colored persona, oue 
of whom has now left the State and resides in Baltimore. He was a member of tbe 
constitutional convention — a very clever and intelligent man; his name I do not now 
call to mind. He waa another who -waa in the hahit of addrosainf; those persons who 
came in there armed in large bodies, a thousand at a time. You must understand that 
in the county of Leon there are live or aix colored persons to one white. I think there 
are firom six to seven colored males to one white male. 

Qa&Uoa. You aay they addressed those colored men. What did they aay to them T 

Arwvtei: I cannot tell you what thej did say ; I can only give the general character 
of their sp^hes, which was to escite tbem and to lu'ray them in a hostile attitude to 
their former owners, as they called them.. 

Question. How iu a hostile attitude; an attitude of violence? 

AHioeir. I do not know that I can very clearly state. 

QuesiioH, Do you mean personal hostility, or political hostility f 

AnaiDer. I thiukit waa both Bocial andjwlitical.. Tho object of these speeches, so fat 
as I could understand them, (I did not hear many of tbem ; I would occasionally hear 
some of them,) was to create and engender a feeling of hostility between the two races. 

Qamliaa. There could be no social lioetility between the two races ? 

Anmver. Yea, I think there might be social hostility. I think that where bad blood 
la engendered and kept alive between two persons it is social hostility. 

Quealjtm. That is the sense in which yon use the word 1! 

Atismer. Yes, sir. If a number of persona, living in the same section of the county 
with myself, are arrayed in bad blood against me, that is social hostility. 

Quesiion. Section seven of thia constitution provides that " AH matters pertaining to 
snch service shall be referred to this committee of observation and safety, and tbe 
names and duties of the secret service committee shall be known only to the said com- 
mittee and their varions chiefs." What was this secret service committee* 

Answer. I have already stated that I supposed the secret service waa tbia : to ascer- 
tain tbe names of persons who were inciting to bad blood between tho two races, and 
to report them t« the club, so that the club might appoint persona to admonish tlioni 
to discontinae. 

QueaUcm. How to admonish ! 

Ansmer. I do not undfrstand but one way to admonish, and that is by conversation. 

Question. It did not require a clnb to do that; you, as a citizen, could do that; if yon 
thought a man was pursuing an improper course yon could go and admonish him. 

Avewee. Unquestionably I might do that, but I might not feel that it was my espe- 
cial duty ; but if I had been appointed bv the club to do it I would feel it my duty to 
doso. 

QumHott. Suppose they did not desist, bnt continued to pursue their course ? 

AiwueF. Then, if they pursued such a course as would bring them within tbe law, 
report them to the officers of the law. 

QueiUon. Suppose they limited themselves to making political speeches ! 

AttaweT. Then we could do nothing else. So far as I understand, there was never any 
intention on tiiu part of meml>ers tio commit violence upon them. 

Qjieetion. Then, so far as yon know, it was not contemplated, if they did not desist, to 
reqnire them to leave the community ! 

Amwer. I never should have taken auch a course or sanctioned such a course. 

Qaestion. Yon did not understand that it went that far H 

Answer. I did not, and would not have sanctioned anything of the sc 

QamUott. Section 26 of this constitntion provides that " When a ten 
any purpose, its leader shall preside and command." What is meant theie by the 
word "command f 

Avtwer. I do not kuow; I never assembled with any tea. 

Qaestion. It also goes on to provide that " When a section is aaaembled the chief 
thereof ahidl command; and when the whole organization is assembled the central 
chief ahall preside and command." What does that meant 

Answer. I suppose the term " whole organization," there, means more than one club. 

Question. Wlaat is meant by the word "command;" that is a military term, is it not? 

AMwer. Yes, sir. 

QueatwH. That rebbtea to tho semi-military character of the organization ! 
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An^ieer. I Bnppoac bo, 

QaeiUim. Are you acquainted with a gentleman bj the name of Long— Judge Long f 

Angwer. TliomaB Long f 

Questiojt. YuH, Thomas T. Long. 

Answer. I have known him twenty-five years. 

QueaHon. What is his character T 

Answer. Would you pardoa me for not answering that question ! I will do anything 
that it is my duty to do. 

QuPSlioB. It is yom duty to answer that question. 

Answer. Theu I must do my duty. Judge Long if 
reepects, a man of great vanil^, of some ability as a 
on evidence of that, I will say that Judge Long wait able 01 
nomination from the governor eis jndgeof thocirctdt in which ho lived; the.senate 
refased to confirm his nomination. The constitution was shortly afterwanl changed, 
BO aa to make thejudges elective by the people, and Jadge Long was elected by a very 
larce mtijority. That is one evidence of his taot and talent in the management of men. 
I think he is a reckless man in money matters, and would not hesitate t« incur obliga- 
tions whether he was able to discharge Ihem or not. I know no act of Judge Long's 
that would 

QueaHoii. What are his morals f 

AnsiBer. A man's morals is sometimes a matter of ti&ste. 

Question. I am asking you about his character * 

Answer. His moi'aJs are not such as would be to my taato, and jot Judge Long is 
tolerated aad oonnteuaaced by a ffl^at many very good persons. 

QveaUon. Have you had many of these people that are called carpet-baggers in your 
country! 

Answer. We have had a great many of them. 

Quei^n. What do you think of tbemasaclassf 

Anmer. Well, sir, as a class, I do not think they are men who add to the prosperity 
or the repntatlMi of the counliy. 

Qv^Uon. Have yon ever had occasion, in a public speech to the people of your 
neighborhood, to express your opinion of them ! 

AtWB«r. I Lave made hot one public speech since the sntrcnder. 

Question. When was that f 

JiMwer. That was a speech Imadein pnWio, to theeoloredpeopleof the county of 
Leon, at their roijaest, and I tbink that was in the fall of 1866. The coloi'ed people of 
Leon County had a meeting, and appointed a committee to wait on myself and Judge 
Westcott, and request us to address them. 

Qae«tio». Did yon make a speech in the democratic club ? 

AnmBer. I think it very likely I did. 

QuesfioM. Did you nrge them there to receive the eiirpot-bagj;crs at the diijjgct's 
point, or on the point of the steel I 

Answer. Inever did any sncb thing. 

QaesUon. Do you recollect a man of the name of Lee Powell 1 

Answer. I know such a man. 

Question. Do you recollect his making any remark to you after you had been speak- 
ing, saying that the old men had given him such advice before, and then left them to 
do the fighting T 

Aiweer. I do not recollects With your permission, I will say that I made this speech 
to the colored people at their request ; they wanted advice as to what they stionld do. 
As I have a copy of the speech which was published, I would be very gla!<t to let you 
have it, if it would be of any service. 

Qutation. We would be very glad to have a copy of it. 

Anavter. You can see there my feelings toward the colored people ; it will give you 
some idea of my feelings. [No copy of the speech was furnished tct the committee.] 

Qutisfton. You do not recollect using this strong langoiige in refereuce to carpet-bag- 

Anmier. I never advised any violence toward any one ; it is no recollection at all ; it 
is a matter of certainty ; I never advised or recommcniied any man to use violence to 

yuestioit. How many members were there in this deuiooratic club, ao f^r as yon 
know? 

Antwcr. I think tha,t in the coujity of Leon they might have numbered four hun- 
dred or five hundred. 

By Mr. Eayard ; 
QtieetUia. What office 
Anstner. I have been a jadge ( 
years old, appointed by IVesident Tyler, upon the recommendation of Daniel Webs 
and Ben. Watkias Iiee of Virginia, I will tell you why I was sent here ; at that ti 
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tliere was a worse foud ra^iug hore in tlie State of Florida tliau ever at any otiier time; 
there was mere bloodsheil and violence tban I over wish to eeo agaia. It grew nn 
between the democnitio and whig parties, and led to the assosaiiiation of General Lee 
Reed in the streets of Talluhasaee, uy a, man of the name of WiUls Alston ; Alston be- 
longed to tlie whig patty aud Eeed bfttonged to (he democratic party, and they were 
hoth turhuleut, vloleut men. At that time it was a very coinmon thing for a man to 
shoot another in Tallahassee, and almost anywhere else in Florida. Flonda waa then 
a Territory ; and the jndge of that district, the middle district of Florida, a geiiUeman 
irom Tennessee, ran away Irom the State. Instead of discharging his dnty, arresting 
and briiigiug Mm to punishment, he got out of the hack window of thehotol when 
there was a mob in front of it, and left the State and went to Tennessee. Ho was told 
by Mr. Webster that he must resign, and he did resign. Mr. Lee, of Virginia, was then 
in the city uf Washington ; he was an intimate friend of Webster. At one time Web- 
ster said to Lee, " Can ypu tell me where I can get, in the State of Tirj^nia, not an old 
man, but an energetic man, with nerve enough to execute the laws in Florida, and 
with knowledge enough to know the laws J" Mr. Lee said, " I can tell yon at once ; 
" — in recollect the young mau who dined at my honse I" Mr. Webster said, " I re- 
it him." He went at once to President Tyler, and the President sent ute my com- 
luiseion. I come to Florida, and I had a most admirable marshal, Major Camp, of 
Sandnsky, Ohio. In less than twelve months there was as mnch peace and order in 
Florida as in any ooiiut^ in Massachnsetts. 

QaevHon. After that time, did you continue to hold office ! 

Anstner. I remained on the bench nntil Florida came into the Union, when, of course, 
Florida coming in as a democratic State, President Polk being a democrat ami I being 
a whig, I was left off the bench ; I went back to my profession and practiced law until 
Angnat, 1849, when President Taylor appointed me collector of enstoms at Key West. 
. I went to Key West and remained there until Mr. Fierce came into power as President 
and rei^oved lue and appointed another gentieman. I returned to my profession, and 
was appointed proctor for the New York, Boston, South Carolina. New Orleans, and 
Liverpool Underwriters' Association, and the London nnderwriters. I remiuned as 
proch)! until Just before the brcakiag oat of the war. I opposed secession ; used ail 
luy efforts to prevent it; thonebt it was a wicked heresy; but after it came, and Vir- 
ginia, my native State, and Florida, the State of my adoption, had seceded, I had to 
co-operate with the government wo had, or separate myself &om my friends or go among 
Strnn;;urs. I preferred to lemaiu with my people to separating myself from all those 
with whom Ihad been c^sed. I went to Vir^nla, where I remained until I was ap- 
pointed one of the military judges at Mobile; I remained there unfll the close of the 
war. I theu came to Florida and acted as secretary of state for Judge Marvin, viha 
was ap^inted by Mr. Johnson provisional governor of Florida. I assisted him in re- 
organizing the State, and at the close of that time I was offered a seat upon the su- 
preme court Iwnch, and remained thereuntil the adoption of the constitutional amend- 
ment, which dislranchised me. Since that time I have been practicing law. My dis- 
abilities have been removed by special act of Congress. 

By the Chaikman ; 

Qucelioa. Yon went into the rebellion with your eves open, knowing and believing it 
to he wrong t 

Aneioer. If youcall it going into the rebellion, remaining with the people where I was 
locatod, after 1 had done all 1 could to arrest it, when I bad slrennonsly urged our peo- 
ple uot to go into it, telling them that theie was no occasion fur it, If yon call that 
going into it, tbea I went into it. 

By Mr. Bayabd : 

Qaes^on. Yon have said nothing about going into the rebellion with yonr eyes open t 

Ait&ioer. No, sir ; I never meant to say any such thing. There are abundant living 
witnesses who know the course I took with regard Jo secession. That 1 may stand 
fairly before this committee and the world upon this subject, I will say that there are 
abundant living witnesses who know full well that I denonnced secession, that I de- 
clared it a heresy, and that there was no such thing as peaceable secession; that there 
was no such thing as eoustitntioual secession, as they claimed ; that there was no ^T- 
emment ever yet organized providing for its demise in the same instrument tliat 
formed it. 

By the CiiAiitMAS: 

Qaestim. They proved t( 

AnsKer, What proved to 

^ucsiion. Secession. 

Jnsiccr. Yes, sir ; of course I wonld have done the same if I had been in Spain or in 
any other mouarchical country. I understanfl the duties of a mau to be to remain under 
the' government. 
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Question. I aia not calling iu question wlietlier yon acted wiselj- or imwiseiy ; I am 
only asking as to the faut. 

AHSwer. I liave just takon tlie trouble to explain that mattor. You used, the expres- 
sion tliat I went into the rebellion with my eyes open. 

Question. Well, jott snccunibed to it, knowing nuil bslieving it was wrouj^ P 

Anstcer. I soeeumbed to it because I could not help myself; aail I believe there are 
very few men but what would have done the same. 

QmslUin. Knowing at the samo time it was wrong? 

AimDCV. I knew it was wrong. 

By Mr. Bayaup : 

QueilioH. Yon liave been asked aboat the democratjc cinb which you said was organ- 
ized ; I do not ask jou to repeat all the reasons for that orj^anizatiou. The facts, as I 
understand, are th*t the negroes outnumbered the whites in.that county some six or 

Ansiuer. That is so. 

QueitioH. Were yon not aware that there were secret political organizations among 
the blacks t 

Anavtet: We knew that faot; it was not denied ; it was called the Loyal League ; no 
one knew what the object of it was. 

Question. It was a secret oath-bouud organisation f 

Jnaiuer. Yes, sir. 

Questiaa. Did you not know that that organization extended throughout the entire 
State? 

Amteer. I wiB satisfied of the lact. 

Qoe»(i()n. Did you not know tiiat the negroes were moving about in very largo bodies, 
ann*l and orjjanized ? 

Anmiier: I saw it every day of my life. 

Question. As many as a thousand black men at a time would eome iiitfi the town of 
TaUahassee ? 

Answer. I liave seen that repeatedly. 

QaesHoit. That was the condition of affairs in which yon found yourself, without any 
counter organization of any sort 1 

Anateer. That is so. 

QuBBtion. Y6u say that these people at that time were also excited aud iulUmod by 
incendiary addresses! 

Answer. That is my decided impression. 

QtiBstian. Addresses made to them by the people you call carpet-bajjgers f 

Anamer. I think so. 

Question. Describe what yon really mean by carpet-bagger. 

Anaieer. I mean a man who comes among us without means of support, without any 
Intention of becoming a useful, able citizen, and ideutilying himself with the country, 
but merely to pick up what he can get. 

QueaUoa. A political adventurer f 

Aa»«>er. A political adventurer. 

Question. Did you find thoSe people seizing hold of the black vote ! 

Answer. I did; their object, both, in their speeches and in social intercourse with 
them, was for tliat purpose. 

Quealion. Did they, by their connsel and by their addresses, tend to create ill-leeliug 
between the white people and t!ie colored people of Florida S 

Answer. That la wliat I believe. 

Question. Did tliat make you feel additional danger ? 

Amwer. Not only that, but we felt that our situation was very insecnre ; that at any 
moment we were liable to an outbreak that might destroy our whole uuaiber. 

Queation. Your organization was for self-defense and the preservation of order? 

Ansiver. I have so said. 

Queiiiim. I observe in the constitution which has been shown you here, a provision 
in respect to some secret-service committee. Waa there iu your organization any 
■ibli^ation: imposed upon members to commit any act in violation of any law of tlie 
State of Floridi, or of the United States t 

Answer. I eerlaiuiy never would have taken it if I had supposed so. 

Quealion. It was au organization entirely "la wflil iu its character, aud within the law 
m every respect ! 

Answer. So far as I knew it I believe it was. 

Question. Would you not have known if anything of an illegal character had been 
attached to the order f 

Answer. I am sure I would ; I will add further, that if any member of that associa^ 
tion had committed violence under any snpposedobligationrestingupou him by virtue 
of bis being a member, I think it wooJd have been known tome. I will say solemnly, 
that no sucb thing ever took place. 
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Questitm. There was nothiug of that kind contemplated l>y the organieatiou ? 

Anawier. No, sir. 

QuesHoit. As jou found the exoitement in the minds of the colored people subsided, 
the necesBity for the organization passed aivay, aud it was abandoned abom eighteen 
mouths ago I 

Aimcer. Yes, sir, upon my suggestion. Not only had tie necessity piwsed away, liut 
they had takeu into the oi^auization some yoang men, and I feared, and so said to 
hettec andolder men than myself, that someof tbese men might miaconsti'ne the object 
of the association, and ultimately getns into trouble. I therefore moved that we break 
it up, and they ceased to assemble, and there have been no meetings, withiu luy knowl- 
edge, within the last eighteen months. 

Question. You are a practicing lawyer t 

Answer. I ana. 

Question. Do yon believe that before your juries a man poor or otherwise, of any race 
or of any tone of politics, would be equally likely to obtain justice f 

Answer. I can say with the moat perfect confidence, and with all the solemnity that 
conld attach to my oath, that I have never Been justice more Impartially administered 
to any race of men than it has been to tlie colored meu since the orji^anizatiou of onr 
present government. There are two conrts in the State which have orimiual jurisdiction ; 
one is the circuit court, which has jurisdiction of felonies; the other is the couuty 
court, which has jurisdiction of misdemeanors, I practice in both of those courts. 
There are abundant men here who will testify that probably I do more of the prairtice 
toT the colored people than any man in the State, 1 can say that since 1868 — since the 
organization of the govermuent~I think I have defended over a hundred colored peo- 
ple, audi have not received for my services $50. I do It without reward; they come to 
me, and I give them my services. I am not alone in that ; there are other lawyers who 
do the same. During that time I have never seen a jury of white meu esclnsively;. 
there are always some colored men on the jury. I have heard some men say, since I 
have been here, that they have seen white juries; I have never seen a white^ury aiuce 
that time. Colored people have fair tiids, and I think there is a disposition on the 
part of the juries, esiKJcially of the white jurors, to treat with remarkable leniency all 
their shortcomings. In defending a colori^ man, I would as soon have a jury of intel- 
ligent white men, former slaveholders, as of black men ; I would feel as confident of 
having justice done him. If I was satisfied in my own mind, after esaminiug the tes- 
timony, that it was a case that should be acquitted, I would rather have a white jury 
than a colored jury. I will give an instance of a trial of what we are told is one of 
the most obnoxious men. He is not obnoxious to me, for our relations are very amiable, 
and X like him very much. In the case of Mr. Peaces, a State senator, 1 think a targe 
portion of the grand jury, if not a majority of them, that indicted him were black 
men. There were two indictments agaiust him. 

QuesHon. For what ! 

AngKer. For offering a bribe to a State senator or a State representative in the mat- 
ter of the impeachment of Governor Eeed, a matter than before the legislature. Bishop 
Fearce, as we cjUI hita, is a minister of the giispel, and was indicted on two separate 
jndiciments, both for the same crime, but for different offenses. The first jury that tried 
him was » jury of six white persons audsix colored persons. That jnry convicted him; 
1 wOl not say whetJier they convicted him rightfully or wrengfully, because it has always 
been in my mind a matter of very grave doubt,if I had been upon that jury, whether I 
would have voted for his conviction npon that testimony. But he was convicted ; I do 
not say whether the judge or the jury acted right. He took an appeal in that case, and it 
is still pending iu the supreme court. The next jury that tried him, at the last May 
term, was a jury composed of seven colored persons and five white persons. That 
was a hung jnry ; of conrse, I cau only tell what I heard, but 1 nnderstood that the 
jury stood nine for conviction, and three for acquitttd ; any way, it was a hung jury, 
and there were seven colored persons and five white persons on that jury. The £i'st 
ju^ was six and six, equally mvided. 

Qiicstiim. Yon mean by tl^t that in your courts there is no discrimination against 
colored people T 

Answer. As I stated before, when a colored person is brought in who has no counsel, 



(and it is the rai'est circumstance that one in fifty employs counsel, and now they do 
not pretend to employ counsel, because the course pursued by our courts cives them 
the beet counsel,) they are brought into cdurt— all those who are not ont on Iwud—and 



they take their seats, and the whole bar is called, and they are aaked who theywiU 
have te defend them, and they select their own counsel. I will say for the bar that, 
so far as I know, that counsel gives them his very Ijest efforts; I know that I do. I 
tty their cases with as much earnestness and zeal as if 1 were getting thousands for 
my fees. 

^aealimt. In your present condition, do you find that your elections are coui:?ut«d 
fiiirly; do you lielieve they are conducted fairly? 

Ansmer. what elections ! 
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QuesUon. Tonr Stat« elections. 

AnsKer. I do not hear any complaint about the last eiectioa. 

Qutsiitm. Elections for joeiobers of Congiess, or for members of tbe legislature, or 
for governor 1 

Ansu>er. There ia a matter which I will bring to the attention of the committee, and 
it is this: At the last election, there were nine counties of the State whose returns were 
not convassed by the board of State canvasaera. 

Qa«stion. Of whom did the board consist I 

Answer. Of tbe attorney general, the comptroller, and tlie secretary of state. 'Hiere 
were nine counties not canvassed ; the retnrns from the conntiea that were canvassed 
gave the election to the repnbliean candidate for member of Congress. 

QueaUon, What was the vote of the nine counties which were rejected ! 

Answer. It la alleged that the yote of those counties wonld have given the election 
to the democratic candidate, Mr. Niblack. 



Anew^. As I understand it, they refnsed to canvass those niue counties on two grounds ; 
one tTaa,that some of the retamswere informal; another was, that- the returns had nob 
been received iu time, I was employed, together with other counsel, to apply foe a 
mandamus to the supreme court of the State, to compel the board of canvasaera to can- 



S 



vaaa those counties. I need not say to a lawyer that a board of canvassers have 
right to decide upon the legality of the returns, for that ia a matter for the body to 
which the party ia elected to investigate. Tbe courts of Massachusetts, New York, 
Pennsjlvauia, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and perhaps some other States, have all decided 
tiiat express point Under the law, I tiwk the ground that the act of the legislature 
requiring the board of canvasaera to convene on a certain day, and to proceed to make 
the canvass, for that was the language of the law, did not relieve them from the obli- 
■'ation of counting all the votea ftom all the connties. This is a large State — aome of 
he connties caanot make refBma for a long time. The law did not justify the board 
of canvassers in exclnding tWm the canvass tho»e conntiea whose retnrna came in after 
a day named, for it was uieir duty to eanvaaa all the returns that came in at any time 
before tlieir final deeision. The aupreme court sustained me on both points. Daring 
the pendency of the ciuestion before the supreme court, and the very day it was 9tip- 
posed the supreme court would make their decision, there waa paaaed throngh the leg- 
islature an act abolishing that board of canvasaera, so that the mandamns, when gran t«d, 
had nothing to operate upon. Here were parties who were entitiod to the benefit ot 
tbe lawa, aa expounded by the supreme court, yet they were deprived of that benefit 
becanae the legislature in a hurried manner passed a law, while the matter was still 
in the hands of the court, abolishing the hoard of canvassers. 

Qut^tion, Did the seata of some ot the members who voted for that law depend npon 
that hasty action 1 

Angieer. I do not know that those voted for it, Ijut I think many got their seats in 
conseqaence of that, because those entitled to seats did not get the returns nnder that 
eanvaaa. For fear I may be misunderstood, I will aay that I am not a democrat ; Klo 
not belong to the democratic party ot to the republican party. After tbe whig party 
died out, f belonged to no party, and I never expect to belong to any other party. 

Quetfion. That makes you rather more competent aa a witneas to speak upon party 
matters t 

AiiBieer. I know I feel no preference, olie way or the other. 

QiwsJion. There has been a great deal of evidence before this committee tending to 
show the existence of a great deal of violence in Ihis State, chiefly in Jackson County; 
it shows that a great many homicides have occurred there, the causes of which the 
witnesses dilier about. I will ask you whether the administration of criminal Jnstice 
In this State has or has not been greatJy impeded by the appointment of indifferent 
and incompetent men to ofQce f 

Ammer. I think so ; that is my decided impression. 

Question. Do you believe that, with an efficient and able and honest corps of State 
officii ttie safety of life and property in this State could be reasonably secure! 

Answa: I believe that, with proper judges— judges of proper ability and firmness, 
and wiUi proper officers to back them — tie administration of law in the St^ate of Florida 
sonid be aa fair and effioient aa it could be in Massachusetts, Connecticut, Vii^nia, or 
in any other State. 

QiKnlion. Do you believe, that any inefficiency that mayeiist in regard to that is 
caused by the want of such proper oflScera 1 

AnsiBer. I think ao; that is my decided iropreasiou. The beat officers in the world 
could not, probably, sometimes prevent these mnrders, because tl)ey are done secretly. 
But I believe, with the proper ludges, and with proper officers, where the criminal is 
ever arrested and brought before them, he can be punished. Men commit assassin- 
ations iu the night-time and in the day-tame, and nobody tan help it. 

Qacslioii. Has it been u matter of soreness with what is called hero the home people 
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of Florida, that the affairs of their State government should be placed so eutiruly in 
the bands of new-comers and strangers to them I 

AnsKer. Unquestionably it has been a, sonrce of great auaoyaneeand sorrow to them. 

QaestUm. Then for these acta of violence and this disocder, he it niuoh or littlis, iu the 
State, can the home people, the white people of Florida, who own its real estatu, who 
own its property and pay its taxes, b« justly held respousihie when thoy are not iu 
powerT ' 

Answer. I think not. I want to say this mach, that I may not be misunderstood : 
There ace men who have come here since the war; some came witli thoArmy, whoaro 
eood men. 1 do not wish to include all ; I do nut wish to he understood that my ob- 
jection to them is-ao sweepinc, I say there are some good men who have come among 
ne— men who have behaved tliemselves as good citizens. And where those men are to 
he found in the State of Floiida, I undertake to say to-day that uot a gontleinau in. the 
State of Florida but will give hiin his hand and his confidence, and assist him. 
By the Chairmak ; 

Qm^ion. They do not mix in politics T . 

Artuwer. Yes, sir ; they are as lirm republicans as atiy In the State. Wv do uot lum 
our backs upou a man because he is a republican. 
By Mr. Bataed: 

Queslion. They are men who take an interest in the State ? 

Amioer. Tea, air; and desire its prosperity. 

Questiott. Are such men always welcome here f 

Answer. Yea, sir; and always treated with kindness. There is one sitting over there, 
[pointing t<) Mr. Conant,] who is now the marshal of this district. I have no objection 
to his hearing what I have to say. He knows that some of the best friends he hue iu 
thi« State are among the old oitixens. 
By the Chairman : 

QaesHan. They Chink he deserves it 1 

Answer. I think so. If he did uot, I would not give him my friendship. There is 
anotjierthingl would like to speak of, andthatis the present condition of our finances. 
There is a deplorable condition of affairs iu onr State, a wasteful expenditure of pub- 
lic money, a reckless disregard of the interest of the State in creating ohligatious, that 
has grown out of the admmistratioa of the government under its head ; I have no 
hedtation in saying so. There are men in the State, men of the republican party, 
who have been opposed to it ; Colonel Oaborn is one of them. As I noderstand from 
conversation with him and some of his friends, he has been opposed to it, but he has 
uot the power to arrest It. Our taxation has gone up gradually firom iil30,000 at the 
oatside to $460,000. The indebtedness of the State has increased fl;om about 8700,000 to 
between $S,00O,0OO and 39,000,000, including bonds authorized to be issued. The credit 
of the State of Florida to-day is utterly worthless and prostrate. The ordinary offi- 
cials here are being paid iu scrip that they cannot sell to-day ii> the market for more 
than 3^ cents on the dollar. Such a state of things as that must demoralize and utterly 
destroy the character of the State. If there is not some means found to restore the 
credit of the State, and to prevent this wasteful and ruinous expenditure of the public 
money, the taxation will have to go on increasing, and the property in the State will 
change hands once in every ten years; a man who has property to-day will have all his 
property eaten np by taxes in ten years. There is very little productive capita) in this 
State. There is a vast deal of land in the State, but men who own several thou- 
sand acres of land only have need to cultivate a few hundred acres; they cannot sell 
their lands, because nobody will buy them, and come into a State where the taxes are 
BO high as they are here. They have that land on their hands, aud cannot get rid of 
it ; thoy cauuol sell it for what it is worth, and they cannot make enough to pay tUair 

' By Mr. Bayard : 

QneafUm,. Is not that scrip convertible into bonds ? 

Akbiccv. Yes, sir. 

QaesUim. The Irands bear what interest ! 

Jjieweir. I think? or 8 per cent., hut you oanuot sell those bonds; nobody wants 

Questim. Do you know the history of the sale of some of your gold-bearing bonds ? 

Answer. No, sir : I am not acquainted with them. 

^uCTlMH^. Do you know how much they brought your treasury f 

Answer. So, sir ; they have not brought anything into the treasury that I know of. 
There were $3,000,000 of bonds issued for railroad purposes ; I uudei-stand that those 
bonds sold ttor between 50 and 80 cents on the dollar, but I do not know who aold 
them. I only know that much fram an exhibit ma<Ie in a ohaucerj' suit iu New York, 
The money received trom the sale of those bonds has been sijnuudered, or a large 
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amount of it, id matteta utteilj cUecounected trith the object for v^hich tLe loan wa« 
made. That is to say, the bonds were aathoriaed to be issued only for the purpose of 
bnildine a lailrvad, and the money has been applied to other purposes, and never will 
be apphed to the bnilding of the road. At the timo those bonds were abont to be 
issned. Governor Beed gave his promise that they should be issued upon the condition 
that llie previous owners of the road should mortgage the rond to the State ; that tbe 
State should give the bonds to be sold. That i-oad at that timo owed alMut g40O,OU0 
of a prior mortgage. Governor Reed gave this assnrance, and Ihaveseen the letter 
to a gentlemfia who held, as an attorney, a large amouut of those bonds to eolleot, that 
he would not issue these S;!,OUO,000 of bouds ontil that prior mortg^e was paid olf. 
The very uext day Governor Reed issfaed the bonds. 

Qaettioa. Who was the party who tiok these bonds to New York, and to wliom were 
they delivered? 

Ansaer. I think they weredelivered toLittlefleld. 

Question. The president of the road t 

Anamer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The same man who figured beforo in Nortb Carolina ! 

Angintr. The same mau. 

QaesUon. What broker in New York sold them? 

Aaneer. A man by the name of Hopkins. 

Question. You read au article iu a paper in regard to this niatterT 

Answer. I did. 

QuesUoB. Do yon believe it to be true T 

Answer. I tbink it is all true. 
By the CHAiitMaN ; 

Qaeslion. Judge Long tells us it is fiot true. 

Answer. I cannot help what Judge Long tells ; I only give my opiniou. 

Qaestum. Do you speak from knowledge or information 1 

Ansmer. I have no knowledge, esceptttiat I get from others; not from the Floridian, 
bat from other persons with whom I talked. 
By Mr. Bayard : 

Question. Yon got it from p 

Answer. From business mei 
Bv the Chairmas : 

Question. Have you ever been a democrat ! 

Anaicer. No, eir; I never gave a demoeralic voteiu 
and not many since. 



i, Florida, November 14, 1671. 

HOMEE BRYANT feolored) sworn and examined. 
By the CnAiuMAN ; 

Question. State your age, where you were born, and ivhere you uow live. 

Answer. I am about tlfty-eight years old ; I was horn in North Carolina, and I now 
live in Jackson Coanty, Florida. 

Questimi. Are you living there now I 

Answer. Tes, sir. 

Qaestian. How long; bavo yon been living thereT 

Answer. I have been living there for ton years now ; but I have bean in Florida for 
twenty years. 

Qaestion. Have you any people iu your county that they call Ku-Klux ! 

Answer. They say there are some there. 

Qaestion. Have yon ever had any notice served on you T 

Ansieer. By them f 

Qaestion^ Yea. 

jinmoer. Well, they have told me they were going to kill me some day, I do not 
know whether they are Ku-Klux. 

Quention. What were they going to kiU 

Answer. They said I was a great politici 
them who were going to kill mo. 

Qaealiim. What did they say t 

Answer. They said the ropubiioi 

Qaesfiov. Were tKose republican 

Answer. No, air. 

Question- Were you on the republican or the democratic side T 
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Amu-ti: I am on tlie republican eido. 

Qaeation, They told you the republicans were going to kill you ! 

AHSwer. They said the repnblicans wonld kill me in order that the rctpuhliean party 
might say, " They have killed Homer Bryant, a good man." 

Queetion. Did they charge that other republicauB had heen killed for that purpose ? 

Aimeer. They did not tell me so. There have heeft a great many killed. 

Qu^fion. How many men have been murdered or whipped in yoar county in the last 
few years I 

AvaKCr. Actnally I really could not tell. I know there have been sixty or seventy- 
five. I would say »a mauy aa that, certain. 

QiKStion. Did you know Mr. Dickinson ! 

AvSKXr. Yes, sir. 

QueslioB. It has been said that he was killed by a mail of the name of Bryant, because 
he had been too intimate with a colored wooiau. 

Amioer. I knew Mr. Dickiusou and I know the Bryant they said killed biro. I know 
Bryant did not kill him ; neither was Bryant's wife there. The father of this Bryant 
they said did that is my uncle : his wife lived near me, and I lived thirteen miles from 
Marianna. The majority of the conservative party themselves do not believe that he 
killed him, but it is very evident they believe he does know who killed him ; that he 
helped rig a plan to kill him, hut he himself did not liill him. 

QttesU&K. You think Bryant knew who kUled Dickinson ? 

ilnsiwr. Yes, air; liecanse he was the one that searched Dickinson's house the same 
night for me when he knew Dickinson was up in his office. I staid with Captain 
Dickinson for a )on^ time; he was a good man, and a straight, upright man. He would 
not tell anybody, foend or foe, to do anything that was wrong. 

Queslion. What is the condition of the colored people there in your county ! 

Jflswer. Well, siT,Bonieof tbetP are getting along tolerably well, others aint. 

Queafi^ni. What chance has a man in that county, do you think, to be a repnblican 
and to Tote the republican tidietf 

AMtcer. Ho has a poor show, when you come to that point. 

QueatUm. Do you think he wovdd be prevented ! 

Ansteer. He woulii have to go awjiy ; he would be kept from the polls by some means 

Question. Do you know anything about the killing of a man by the name of 



Anmcer, Yes, sir. 

§KeeJiOT(. Do you know who killed him t 

Answer. No, sir, I do not. 

QuesUon. Why did they hill him I 

Anm)er. It is supposed for his pohtical in:Siience. 

Question. Do you know anything about the kiUing of Dr. Finlaysont 

Annoer. Yes, sir, I knew him. 

Question. What did they kOl liim forT 

Ansmer. Because he was a republican, so fiar as I know. 

Questioit. Do jou recollect aljout their firing into a colored picnic a year or two ago I 

Ansieer. Yes, sir. I knew the man they killed and the baby he hail in his arms, 

QaegHon. Who was he ? 

Anmrer. Wyatt Schuyler. 

QuesfioR. What sort of man waa he T 

Ansmer. 1 have never heard anything against liim. 

Qaesti(ni. Was anybody ever pnnished fiir that f 

Jinnrer. Not that I know of. 

Question. How do the people there look upon these folks they call carpet-baggers t 

Answer. They look upon fliem bo they cannot Hve theru. 

Qu&tion. Have you heard any threats made al>out themT 

Answer. They say they have got shut of them, and that they intend to stay shnt of 
them ; that they don't want any in that country. 

Questimt. You have hadseveralof your colored people there who have taken an active 
part inpolitioef 

Asmer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are the people there opposed to them T 

Ansiver. They treated me pretty severely, nothing n 
they told me that I would be killed. I asked what for , 
eering. J told them, that I never abused any party; I never said the conservative 

feople was the meanest people there were, but I told my people not to vote for them, 
thought it was every man's business to vote tor the party where his interest was. II 
they thought the republican party was not to their interest, then they should not vot< 
for it. If they thought the conservative party was to their interest, then tLiey might 
vote for them; every man ought to vote according to hia interest. 
(iaesUoa. They are not willing to allow you to say that t 
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Antieei: Tboy have thouglit if they got auy it would h 
but tbey thought they had been vety niucii uegleoted, a 
much down uotv. 

By Mr. Bayard : 

Qimstion. How do you know that that man Bryant waa mised np in the Dickiuson 

Ansteer. Because he was there, and went to Caplain Dickinson's bouse that night. 

Qae»tion. You tliiuk he kuew all abuut It ! 

Anewm: Yes, air. 

QuestUni. What did he do when ho got into Captain Dickinson's house f 

Ati^mer. He went there, took a lamp off the table, turned the light half down, went 
into the bed-room, searched it, and looked aU under the bed. 

QuesUoit. Wliat did he do that fur! 

Anawtr. I suppose it was for me, because it w)i3 tlioiiglit I and Dickiosou ivoidd bo 
killed that ni|(ht. 

Qveetioa. What relation is that man to you ! 

Anatver. My uncle's son. 

Question. Is he a colored man f 

AtiMwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. WBat has become of him? 

Anemer. He is now in Alabama. 

Question. What was his motive in killing Dickinson, and seeking to kill you ! 

Answer. I think he was hired to do it ; I ilo not know it. 

Qu£»)ion. Do yon think he was the mau who shot him f 

Ansuier. Ilo, sir. 

Question. Ton think he was concerned with the man who shot him F 

Answer. He was concerned in it. After he had got done looking through the house, 
he came out to the gate, and made a load whistle, which was some sign. 

QaeeHon. Was any of Captain Dickinson's property tidien f 

Ansjver. I diinot see this myself, but they told mo 

QnesUmt. Say what you believe. 

Answer. I believe he was given a registered letter to carry to the postmistress there ; 
he carried it, and fbr some reason it lacked something, so that she would not receive it, 
bnt told bim to carry it back and have it fixed right. He said he carried it back to 
Captain Dickinson's table, and laid it on the table ; as soon as Captiuu Dickiusoa waa 
killed he left the dead body and went back, and said he had left a letter there which 
he must get. 

QaesUmi. Did he get it ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Was there money in the letter ) 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Qu6$tioit. Was it supposed that he got it? 

Jltwiper. I don't know; but he had plenty of money after that. 

(JuKrtion. Ho did not have much betbre? 

Answer. No, sir, he did not. 

Qii^tU^. Was iioy such letter sent f 

Answer. No, sir. 

Q«eati/m. He has mn off to Alabama! 

Anawei: He is in Alabama now. 
By the Chairman; 

QuesfioR. You any the intention was to kill you that night t 

Ansmer. Yes, sir. 

Qu^tion. You think he was trying to find you and kill you, or was he trying to put 
you on your guard ? 

AnBUKr. He was trying to find mo. I was at Greenwood the day after, and a white 
man came up to me and said, " Homer, are yon alive ?" I said, " Yes, I am alive." Ho 
said, "I thonghtlheykiUed you and Dickinson both last night!" 

Question. Who did kill Diokinson ? 

Anatuer. I do not know who did kiU him. 

Qieeti(m. You know it was not Bryant ! 

Answer. It was not Bryant. 

Question. Do you know who killed Fleischman or Finlayson ! 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know who shot Major Purman T 

Ansieer. No, sir. It looks like they had something against Captain Dickinson for 
acting as my agent. I was las. collector, and I was taken down there eick and carried 
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o£E home in my w^on. If it hail not Iieen for that, I would have been right there. I 
Hold a great deal of land, and, of course, all that I bought in for the State; he stood as 
myeelf, after tliat time, and he bought it in for the State, and I have made the deeds to 
the State. 

Questioa. It was jour dnty to bid the land in for the State when there waa nobody to 
buy it I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeatimt. And when you were Bick you appointed Captaia Dickinson to act as your 
agent and represuntatlTe 1 

Answ>er. Tes,str. 

Question. And you mado the deeds of all the lands bo bought in to the State f 

Anainer. Yes, sir, 

Qaeslion. The law is, that when people do not pay their tases, and the pn^ecty will 
not sell for as much as the taxes, tho State should buy it in ! 

Answer. Tea, sir. 

Question. It was because you were sick that he was acting for you? 

Anatoer. Yes, sir. 



Jacksostule, Fiobtda, ifoDentber 14^ WTl. 

H, BISliEE, Jii., sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman; 

Qutistitm. Please state your age, where you were bom, where you now reside, and 
■what is your present official position. 

Answer. I am thirty-two years old) Iwas born in the State of Maine ; and I now 
reside in Jacksonville, Florida. I am an attomey-at-law, and I am at present district 
attorney for the United States for the northern district of Florida. 

Question. Are you aeciuainted with Thomas T. Iiong, a State judge! 

Atmner. Yes, sir. 

Queattoft. Have you had occasion to investigate his conduct and character! 

Ansioer, 1 have tu some extent. 

Question. What is it t 

Ansicer. To what do you allude — his general conduct! 

Qvestion. Yes. 

Answer. Well, I consider his condnct very bad. 

Question. Does that extend to his official conduct as well as personal coudiictT 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

QaesUon, Specify some instance that leads you to say so. 

Atiswer. Do you wish me to give instances that have come to my notice from aotilftl 
investigation in the performance of my ofScial duties ! 

Question. Certainly. 

Answer. Some time last spring, in May or April, a United States detective of the 
name of Beach applied to Xioug at Lake City — Long at that time being United States 
commissioner — for a warrant for the arrest of two men, Cason and McDonald. Thia 
detective. Beach, reported to me that Long, upon one pretense and another, declined to 
issae the warrant ; that he left him at his house, and went away and informed Cason 
and McDonald that a warrant had been applied for, and notified them to leave the 
place. My reoolleotion is that Mr. Beach reported that he did not succeed in getting 
a warrant until some time afterward ; I think not until the next morning. 

Question. Have the men been arrested yet t 

AnsiiKT. One of them, McDonald, came in afterward and surrendered himself; Cason 
Las not been arrested. 

QKestion. It has been stated before this committee that some widow lady applied to 
Long for advice and assistance about her husband's estate, and that he offered to make 
any order she might desire if she would submit to a dishonorable proposition that he 
made. Do you know anything about that ! 

Answer. I know nothing of my own personal knowledge ; it is reported about town. 

QuesUon. Is it believed ; does that enter into part of the man's character I 

Answer. It is believed here in this community. 

Question. What is the character of the lady ? 

Answer. I do not know her. 

Question. How does she stand ! 

Answer, I do not know. Another instance in relation to Cneon: Since that time 
Long has made an olfor to bribe a person that he knew t« be a material witness in the 
case against Casou ; so the witness reports to me. He offered him the snm of $500 to 
suppress his testimony or to leave the State ; and he also attempted to intimidate him 
by conveying threats from Cason to him that he, Cason, would eertajuly kill him if he 
did not leave the State. 
20 B 
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Question. From his character, would you deem liiin a credible witness I 

JjMwer, lu matters generally I would Dot placeaDj oonfidenoo in what he stated at 
all. I think, if he was on oath, I shoold take what he said witli very little weight 
indeed. He is not a mau who is received with respect by any portion of the oom- 
mauity, of any shade of politics. 
By Mr. Bayard ; 

Question. Has this heen for some time this man's character t 

An^Kier. It has heen his repatation ever since I have been in the State. 

QueatUm. How long is that? 

Aniwer. Seven years. 

Question. It was generally understood among memhera of the bar that such was Lis 
character 1 

^Bsioer. Yes, sir. 

QaeatUm, It was known to people generally I 

Atimver, Yes, sir. I have known htm since the fall of 1865, and tliat m the reputation 
he has borne ever since I liavo been hero. 

Question. How do jou suppose it was that a r 
tainted repnte, should have been nominated by your 
senate to such a place as judji^over three or four ot " 

Angnier. It was done by the influence of money. 

(lueaHon. Yoa believe this man bought his nomination fi 

Amuter. I can say this, that .a prominent railroad mar '- 
that Long's nomination and confirmation coat him $3,0( 

QuexiUm, A railroad roau? 

.Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was that T 

Jnsaier. Milton S. Littlefield. 

Question. That is the way in which your judicial of&ces are liable to be filledT 

Aiawer. I consider it so under the present administration. 

Qvestwn. You say the $3,000 was paid by a railroad man ? 

Anaaier. So Mr. Littlefield said. 

QuestUiJt. He wanted to get this creature nominated and confirmed, and ho did so by 
applying th.it money to the governor as well as to the souato T 

Answer. He did not say tc — ' "■ '''-■' 

Question. His character w 

Anaiver. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

QaeHioii. Moneyhas been sometimes given to men who are supposed to have influence 
and to be disinterested, to go and giy^ very disinterested and very unsafe advice, has it 

Answer. I suppose that may be done. 

Question. Were you in the Army during the war 1 

Jnaawr. A portion of the time. 

QaestUtn. were yon ever in command of a post or a picket along the lino! 

Answer. Yes," sir. 

Question. Did you ever have men who claimed to be Union men come to you and 
give you what appeared to be very disinterested advice aa to what your course should 
be* 

Ansuier, Yes, sir. 

Question. And men you afterward knew were paid very large sums of money to get 
you to make such an order as they advised! 

Ansvier. Noinstance of that kind occurred in my experience. 
. Question. You never knew a man to come and give you advice under the etimnlus of 
pay! 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. I was iu the Army for about two years, most of the 
time in this depju.'tmeiit, and most of the time at Femandina and Key West, in this 
State. 

Question. You r^ard the appointment of Judge Long as very nnwise and very anfor- 
tunate, and you regard him aa a very unworthy man * 

Answer. Exceedingly so. 

Quegtioti. Is there a moto infamous m.^n in this community ! 

Ansuier. Not to my knowledge, nor inFloridj. I will state further that I am reliably 
informed tliat his oWn brother has repeatedly aunouuccd that he would not believe 
turn on oath. 
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Jacksonville, Florida, WobctiSbt 14, 1871. 

EOBEET FORSON sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Que»t>i>n. State your age,whei:eyou -were bocB,iv)iere you now live, and what is your 
present ocenpation. 

Anmcer, If I live to see tho 37th day of nest August I will be twenty-four years old; 
1 was bom in Georgia, and 1 now live in Colnmbia County, Florida ; I a,m a farmer. 

Qtitsfiim. How long have you lived in Columbia County I . 

Aniwet: I cannot tell precisely how long, but I think it will bo fifteen years the lOtb 
day of nest January. 

Que^ti<m. Have you any people there they call Ku-Klux I 

Answer. We have. We have some there that call themselves Ku-Klux. 

Question. State what you know about them. 

JnsiMr. I know tliat they came to my father's house where I was livin;;, and toot me 
out in the yard. 

Queeticn. When was thati 

Ausiner. It was the night of the 9d of July, 1870. 

Question. How many of them were there 1 

Anaicer. I cannot tell you preijisely how many there were ; I think there were about 

^lestUm. Had thoy any diagnises on ? 

Answer. Ho, sir ; I ilid not see any. 

Question. Did you know any of themt 

Jnsicer. Yes, sir. 

QiMSfion. Who were they f Give the names. 

Anaifer. William Hiblack, WiDiam Somers, Larkin Somets, Mr. Pr^it, George Han- 
eoek, John William Niblaek, James Taylor, Frederick Geer, James Cobb, John Kune, 
Jobn Gnmillion, Andrew Larkin, Joseph Talbot, Luther Snellgrovo, Burt Sheely, Levi 
Haltermonger, Elhoro Haltermonger, David Haltermonger, Ed. Collins, and Jeff. 
Callahan. 

Question. What time in the night did they come to your honsot 

Answer, About 11 o'clock. 

QuiMioii. You say they took you out ; how did they get at yon to get you out 1 

Aninvm: I had gone to bed and was asleep. I heard somebody hail at the gate. I 
had a brother at that time living in Sjiwannee County, near Live Oak, and he had 
written to us that he and his family wero coming doVn to spend the 4th of July with 
us. I was looking for him every day ; 1 knew it was a long ways from there to my 
brother's, and that it would take him into the night to get there. I heard some one 
hail at the gate, and I thought it was my brother. I got up in my night-clothes, with 
just my shirt and draweiB on, and walked out to nieet ray brother as! thought. When 
1 got out tiero, there was a man on horseback and 1 soon found that it was not my 
brother. There were two men concealed behind the post of the gate, and they caught 
hold of mo and told me that I was their prisoner. 

Question. Did they whip you t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QuesUon. How many blows did th^ give you ? 

Antwer. I cannot tell how many ; I think about eighty as well as ' can recollect. 

Question. With what 1 

Answer. A leather strap. 

Question. How iat did they take you from the house ? 

Answer. About three-qaartors of a mile, I think. 

Question. Did tbey let you put your clothing on ? 

Answer. No, sit. 

Question. Tney took you away in your night-clothes T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 1 strove against them there at the gate, befoi* they got mo out of 
the yard. My sisters came out, it frightened them, and of course tbey held on to me 
to keep them from taking me away. They tore me loose from my sisters, and beat 
tbem and knocked them down. They fired a great many guns over their heads aud in 
front of their faces. They carried mo off and put me on a horse ; it was a bay horse ; 
1 knew it. The horse pitched with me and they could not do anything with him, so 
they jerked me off that horse and hurt my hip very badly. I have not had good use of 
my hip since ; it hurts me in walking. They put me on another horse behind a man, 
J do not know who he was, and then caiTied me about three-quarters of a mile. There 
(bey stopped with me, tied me to a tree, tied my hands around it, and there whipped me. 
Qjiestion. Did they whip you upon the bare flesh t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 1 strove until they tore iny shirt off mo : I then had nothing on but 
my drawers, and they unbuttoned them and stripped them down. 

Qu^tian. Have you any idea what they had against you that they should beat you 
in this way f 
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Jnstoer. I do not tnow that tley hoA anything at all. 
Qatetwn. Did they allege any canse ! 

Ansitter. They gave mo my ordera to leave the connfiy in thirty-aevon hours. I tolo 
them there was one rcqneall had to mate of thera before I left — that I wanted them to 
tell roo what they had done this for, and what I had to leave my country for. They 
then told me that it was for associating with the negroes. 

OuesJioii. Had there heeo anything in your conduct to which they had reference ; 
had jou been engaged with the negroes in any way 1 
Ansaer. I had not. 

Question. HM you been engaged in teaching a eolored aohool, or anything of that 
Bortt 
Angwer. No, sir ; for I have no education. 
Que«(Mm. What had been your political asaociattons ! 
Anmeer. I had not had any at all. 
QiKslicn. Yon had not voted T 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You had taken no part in polities? 
AMwer. Ko, sir. 

Question. Have you tried to prosecute them I 
Ansjeer. Yes, sir ; the State took it in hand. 
QaeetUm. Have any of them been tried and pnnished T 
Anaieer. They were tried. 
Question. What was the result of the trial ! 
Answer. They proved themselves clear. 
Question. How did they prove themselves clear T 

^nsitier. Some of them had witnesses, and others got up and swore themselves that 
they were at home that night. 

QuesHoH. Did they make any threats against you whou you prosecuted them I 
Attsuier. ^es, sir ; one of them. 
Question. What was it 1 

Ansuia; I was attending court ; I was summoned by the State. One of them askod 
me what I was doing there, and I told Mm little or nothing. He asked me what I had 
them dragged np there for^ pacing ont costs, and I told him I had not done if^ and tliat 
I bad bad nothing to do with it ; that I had not prosecuted any one of thom. He told 
mo tiiat he woula give me a piece of advice, and I might take it as a feiend's advice, 
for me not to show myself ont there another day, bnt to keep away from there and not 
appear against them. 
Queitioii. Did you appep against them I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did yoar sisters also appear! 

AKSwer. Yes, sic; I appeared there the next day, and the day after that I staid at 
home, for I saw they were going to have a difficulty with me. Judge Bryson, I sup- 
pose it was, sent out an attachment for me and my sisters that day to come in, and we 
went in, and the trial came on that day. 
Queeli<m. They had witnesses and proved that they were not there at all ! 
Answer. Some of them had. 
Qaesilon. How did the rest get clear I 

Anmeer. 1 think they tioldly swore themselves clear, as well as I Irnow. They told 
me that if I was not gone in thirty-seven hoars they would come on me again. 
By Mr. Bayard : 



LAEEY WHITE (colored) b> 
By the Chairman : 

^ueation. What is your age ; where were you horn, and where do you now live ? 

An^xver. I reckon I am about forty; I was bom in Georgia, and I now live in Jack- 
son County, Florida. 

Question. Do you live in MariannaT 

Answer. About seven miles from there. 

Question. Can yon tell us whether there are any people in Jackson County that tbey 
caUEn-Elnx? 

Answer. WeU, sir, for to know it myself, I don't know ; but there is great talk of 
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them, ani I caa Bee a heap of sign of people that tbey say the Ku-KIus have been 
afoul of. 

Queriion. Did you ever hear aoyhody say they belonged to it t 

Annuel'. Ho, sir. 

Question. You say yon aaw a great deal of sign : what sign 1 

AmiDer. I have seen people kuied, some mo. off, and some that were shot at ; I take 
it it was done by Ka-Klus, bat nobody woald ever own it, 

Question. How many do yoa suppose bad beea killed in that coanty ! 

Amwer. It is out of my knowledge to tell how many ; if I was to say a hundred or a 
hundred and fifty, I do not suppose I would tell a story. 1 have even forgot a great 
many of their names. I have seen as many as three lying dead in one pile. 

Question. How do you stand on political questions t 

Answer. I am al! right ; but jou have asked the truth, and I will have to tell it I 
had to deny voting to save myself. I said I would not do it anywhere ; and after I 
said that, they seemed to exense me, and said : " Old Larry is a good nigger, they 
should aU do like him ; that the damned carpet-baggers should not come in that country 
any more ; that old tarry took the right tiaok, and that is what cleared him." 

Question. What induced you to do that T 

Ansvier. Because when I went up to vote, I had to take two tickets to get mine in ; 
I made believe that I was going to throw the other in until I throwed the radical ticket 
in, and then I tore np the other. I saw so mauy stabbed and knocked down that day, 
and a great many shot at, that I thought I would take the easiest way I could. 

Question. How many were there that were stabbed and shot at, and otherwise mal- 
.treated ! 

.Onslow. I recollect that there were one or two black men who were stabbed right in. 
the thick part of the butt, and several were knocked over the head until the T)lood 
ran ; how many, I cannot toll. 

Qu«9tion. What wore the colored men doing t 

Atawer. Trying to get at the ballot-boi. 

Question. How is it when anybody commits a crime there ; can he be p 

Antwer. It Is according to who he is. 

Question. What do yon mean by that T 

Ansu>er. I mean whether he be a white man 
they don't pnnish him ; bnt if ho is a blaekn , ^ ^ 

^lestion. la there any trouble in catching and punishing a black mam 

Jnsiner. No, sir ; they always catoh him ; at least none of them get away. 

Queetiom. Does not the sheriff try to arrest white men. too! 

Jnaicer. They will not let him. 

Qiwgifon. How do they prevent it f 

Jnatoer. They tell him uiat he shall not arrest a white man for a damned nigger. Ii 
ho is an honest man he will quit his ofBce and go hoide, and some other man will 

Question. Who do they mean when they talk about carpet-baggers ? 

Aneteer. It is the radical party, I think. 

Question. Have those people who have been whipped, and killed, and driven out, gen- 
erally belonged to the radical party ! 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are the ones. 

QHestioB. Have you heard of anybody killing a democrat, or taking a democrat out 
and whipping him 1 

Amiver. No, sir ; there has not been any whipped yet. I have noticed idat ; none ol 
them have been hurt. 

Question. Or run out of the country t 

An»eer. No, sir ; I have noticed that. 

Question, How long has it been since anybody was killed in your county T 

Answer. I think not since they tilled Captain Dickinson; I think he was the last 
man, right close by Marianna. 

Question. How has it been in other parts of the county f 

Answer. I have not known ; I may have heard of some two or three tousliugs since, 
but not so mauy as there was. 

QueaUen, Do yon recollect whether there were some two or three killed in other parts 
of the county, two or three years ago I 

Anmcer. I do not know that any have been killed since Captain Dickinson, if it was 
near the time he was killed. 

Question. Have you generally voted at all the elections f 

Angaier. I have voted in every one by-being canning. But this last winter they were 
fixing to mn in on me, and I said one day that I never would vote the radical ticket 
again. They heard of it, and they told mo the way I was doing was all right ; not to 
vote for the damned carpet-baggers any more. They said they Jieard I was not going 
to do so, and I said I did say so. I am a blacksmith. 
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QueUioa, Do you tbiuka colored man wonMbe aafe to Tote the radical ticket in that 
county now 1 

^MBioer. No, sir ; lie better not vote it any more ; it is against oar intereat to do it 
any more, as long aa a man wants his life, and I want to save myself as well as I can. 
He better have nothing to do wiiJi it, because if he does they will kill him certain ; he 
will die sure. 
Qaeation. To whom do your people look to protect them I 

Answer. We look to the government to protect us, but they are so slow to do it that 
we are all afraid to go back. 

QaeiUoa. What government; the government of Florida, or the Government of the 
United States ! 

Ansicer. The Government of the United States. The government of Florida ia very 
ebnllow, WB have no confidence in it. 

QuegHDB. That has not given you much helpT 

Aneuier. We sent to the governor of Florida when they were killing us like dogs, hnt 
we uever received any asaiatance from him. 

QuesHan. In what way do yon think the Government of the United States can help 
yoot 

Amwer. 1 do not know. I thought they could help us, may be through my ignorance 
Ido not know. 

Question. I would like to have your opinion. 

AnsKer. It eeems to me if I was governor al! over the State, and the people were to 
geb wrong in the State, I wonid send men right there and stop it. 

Qttesiiim. How do you think the United States Government could help you T 
Annoer. About the same way. 
Qu&Him, You think they should send men there t 
Atavier. Yea, sir, and stop it, boeause wo voted for them. 
QuMtJoo. Whatsort of men wouldyon send, soldiers! 

Antxeer, I would not care who they were so they stopped them from killing, soldiers 
or officers. 

Question. Somebody to take hold of them T 

Antw}er. Yea, air, right along ; if the hlack people would turn on the whites let the 
Government take right hold of them. I have never offered to fcUl any man and I do 
not want any man to kill me ; I felt miglity loueaome, mighty dissatisfied when they 

Queetioa. Have the black people shown any disposition to turn on the whites and 
kiU them ? 

Anstuer. They never Lave, though they have tried to accuse the black people of it, 
Mr. McClellan was shot and his daughter was killed, and they laid that to the black 
people, hut I have no auoh idea, A day or two before that Mr. MoClellan had a fight 
wiUi a white man, I do not know his name, and a night or two after that he was shot 
He laid it to a black man there, a very smart man and a republican, and thoy never 
tested until they killed him, 

Queslion:. Ton boUeve McClellan was shot and his daughter killed by thiawhiteman 
he hada difficulty wlthT 

AttsiBer. I do. 

QueaUon. Is that the opinion of the colored people generally t 

Answer. Yes, sir, every one has that opinion. 

Qaeation. That he was trying to kill MoClellan, and made a mls-ahot and killed his 
daughter? 

Amwer. Yes sir. 
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State op Arkansas, Executive Depahtmbnt, 

Liille Eoek, December 4, 1871, 

Km: 111 ri-p!y to inquiries miule in your commuaicatioti of the 24tb ultimo, I beg leave 
f« submit the following, \yitti accompanjinB docnmcute : 

I'irst. " Whether the qnestioa of State aid to railroads was aabmitted to the [leople ; 
and if so, when, and with what Tesnlt." 

The qnestiou was snbmittod t« the people in compliance with section 12 of " An act 
to aid in the eonettiiotion of raili-oada," approved July 21, lefiS, with the following; re- 
sult : For railroads, 25,613 ; agaiust railroads, 4,402. (See report of secretarv of etate.) 

Second. "What security the State haa for her loans or indorsement to railroad oom- 
paaies," 

I refer yon to sections 7 and 6 of the act aboTe referred to. 

Third. "What is the ooDdition of the roads, length of lines finished, and loDgth in 
conrse of couHtTUotion, with actual or estimated value thereof, aa nearly as practica- 
ble, and whether work is snspeuded on the railroads, or any of them ; and if so, for 

A reply to these questions ueeeasarily involves a condensed history of our railroad 
enterprises to which State aid has been awarded by the board of commissiouers. It is 
i« follows: 

1 pursuance of said act 



$1,200,000 
1,500,000 
2,400,000 
2, 550, OOU 
2.250,000 
le. .... 1,500,000 

11,400,000 

n 5, aud bonds hare 

Mempbisand Little Kock 120 miles $1,300,000 

LitOe Kock and Fort Smith 90 miles 900,000 

Little Boek, Pine Bluff and New Orleans, 80 miles 1,200,000 

Mississippi, Onachita and Red Eiver 40 miles 000,000 

Arkansas Central and Pine Blufl' Branch. 30 miles 450,000 



4, 3tjO, 000 



The Little Kock and Fort Smith Railroad Company Hied an application dated , 

1871, for $100,000 in. bonds, which J bave reiuseii to issue, work having been suspended 
on the road in consequence of tbe contractor iu Boston failing to pay tho sub-contrac- 
tor on tho road, which has resulted in legal proceedings to the courts. 

As soon as the obstacles are removed, and I become satisfled of a st)ccdy completion 
of the road, I shall issue the bonds, but I believe it to be ray imperative dnty to with- 
hold the bonds of this or any other road until it is clearly shown that the proceeds 
will be properly applied and secure the building of tlio road! 1 will state, however, 
that I have learned from reliable sonrcca that arrangements are being^ made that will 
insure the construction of the entire line at an early day, but my intbrmalion ia not 
such that I can make a positive statement to that elibct, or take any official action in 
the way of issuing bonds. 

I will now give you a brief history of these roa<ls, with their present condition and 
prospects, based upon ofGcial reports auil actu.ol knowledge of tbe facts: 
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AC tlifl time of i«c«niitFuotion tijis road bad about forty-five miles completeil on cacli 
end of its line, leaviojf about foity-tive milas— the middle d Lvtoio a— untouch ed, tlie 
completed iiortiouB beiDj[ hardly an excnae for a railroad. Tlie middle division was 
located a larf^ jiortioa of the way through lovi, overflowed lands, making the con- 
struction very expensive. The company was without money ot credit, and wholly 
unable to complete their line without State aid. Every uitliiMi of the State was 
anxious to have the road completed at as early a day as possible, to secure railroad 
oommnuication with the other States, which we were deprived of nutU the completion 
of this roail. 

Aid was awnrded for one hundred and twenty miles, at $10,000 per mile, in pursu- 
ance of section 9 of the aid law. The road is completed, aud has been doing a large 
and successful business for several montba; and the company havn a large force upon 
tbe road at tbe present time, raising the crade above overflows on the eastern division, 
and putting the whole line in condition tor a first-class road. Tiie company have pud 
the coupons upon all bonds issued to tbem by tbe State promptly. 



Work was commenced on this road about two years ago, and progressed rapidly nntil 
over one hundred milea were graded, tied, and bridged, and fifty miles entirely com- 
pleted, which has been iu operation and doing a very good business about sixteen or 
seventeen months. There are iron rails and fastenings tor fifty miles more at Argenta, 
(opposite Little Bock,) the eastern terminus of tbe road, ready to be put down as sooa 
as the differences are adjusted between the contractors and company. 

Tlie company bae paid the coupons upon all bonds issned to tbem by the State until 
the last payment to pay coupons of Ootober. 1B71, which was not paid on accoout of 
tbe complications heretofore referred to. The State treasurer paid tbe amount, took 
possession of tbe road immediately, in pnrsaanoe of section 8 of tbe aid law. 

The eecarities of the company are ample to insure tbe speedy completion of the en- 
tire line, and, as I have before stated, I have every reason to believe that the difflonltiea 
between contractors and the company will very soon be adjusted and the road lin- 



This road has eighty miles of its line graded, tied, and bridged. It lias laiil in track 
eighteen and a half miles of iron rails, a portion of whiuh have been sold to tbe Misds- 
Bippi, Ouachita and HedMver Bailroad Company. This lias been done by reason of 
change of gauge. Tbe company^ has one locomotive and thirty cars. It has recently 
purchased forty miles of iron rails and additional rolliug-stock. Twenty miles of eidd 
rails are now dno in New Orleans. The remaining twenty miles will be delivered 
within the next thirty days. 

The pn^sent force upon the road is about one hundred men. The company have 
BuEBcient Bfiourities undisposed of to complete tbe entire line. They have recently en- 
tered into negotiations for the sale of their securities that will insure the completion 
of the entire road within a few months. Tills company has paid all ooupous at matur- 
ity u])on bonds issued by the State. 

For cost of construction I refer yon to the accompanying report of the superintend- 
ent and chief engineer. 

MISSISSIPPI, OUACniTi AXD EEO EIVGfi RAILROAD. 

This mad has over forty miles graded, bridged, and tied, with twenty-nine miles 
completed aud in operation, doing a good business. Work baa been suspended upon. 
this aud tbe Little Bock, Pine Bluff and New Orleans road for several months, until 
recently, in consequence of failure of the party with whom they had contracted for 
means to complete seventy-five miles of each road to carry out his part of the contract 
and furnish the money upon tbe securities. 

A new contract has been entered into with responsible parties, and tbe means is 
being fnmished as fast as required, and both roads are progrcssng rapidly. This road 
(Mississippi, Ouachita and lied Elver) will unquestionably be couplctcd to Warren, a 
distance of sixty miles, by the let of July next. The interest has been promptly paid 
by tbe company upon all State bonds. 

For cost of this road you are respectfully referred to the' report of superintend- 
ent and chief e ' 
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bHving the entire line and liranolies completed Iw tho Ist of next August, or before. 
The grading, LriiigiDg, and tieinx is done from Helena to White Eiver, a, disttboee of 
forty milaa. Also tLe Clarendon branch, a distance of eielit miles. Wort is also being 
poshed forw.ird rapidly npou the Pine Bluff braucli. The iron raUa are contracted for 
■with resporBiblepactieBfor the entire line, the whole amount to be shipped by or before 
the Ist of March next. A considerable portion ia now iii transit, and everything looks 
to liio speedy completion of the road. 

No nork has been doue upon this road, bnt I am informed a contritct has been 
lecently made to constmct the entire line. No application Laving been made for honds, 
no n'orii having been done, I have not made myself familiar with the oonditiou and 
prospects of the road, aa I shall most assuredly do when aaeh application is made. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that we have every reason to Ijelieve that within 
eighteen months, or two years at farthest, tbe entire railroad system of the State, aa 
contemplated in tho passage of the aid law, will l>e completed. In addition to tbifl, 
the Cairo andFnlton, iraversingtheStatefrom northeast to southwest, is being pushed 
rapidly forward. By reference to a map which I herewith inclose, you will readily 
nndetstand our system of internal improvements. Every road wiU be an important 
one, developing as fine a country as the sua shiiies upon, and all will be remunerative 
to the eompaniea, so there need be no fear of loss to the State in eoosequence of the 
companies being anable to meet the interest upon the bonds issned by the State. 

In reply to your question, "Whether State aid in any form Las been extended to any 
project for levees ; and if bo, how, where, and what is the contingent liability of the 
State on that account, if any," I refer you to the statement of the commissioner of 
public works, herewith inclosed. 

I am not positive that I understand your nest inquiry fully, to wit : "How the 
State became liable for the old debt." The debt was originally contracted in 183(!, 
'67, and '68, by issuing State bonds to a couple of institutions known as the " Stat« 
Banjc of Arkansas," and the " Eeal Estate Bmik of Arkansas." I understand the mode 
of procedure to have been this : Individuals who were known at the capital mortgaged 
their real estate to the bank, or rather to the State, for these mortgages were turned 
over to the State as security for the bond^ issued to the banks. The real estate in 
BBedaJ cases (and I believe they were mostly special) was valued at fabulous prices. 
To illustrate, I am credibly informed that lands were entered at the United' States 
laud-offices, and immediately mortgaged at $4 and Jij per acre, and in some instances 
mortgaged prior to the entry to obtain the money to make the entry with. Much of 
tho land is now enhanced in value, and wiU go far toward liquidating the debt. It is 
being closed out aa rapidly as possible, and the proceeds are set aside as a sinking-fund 
to pay tbe funded debt. 

The assumption of this debt entire by tbe legislature of 1868 will be understood by 
reference to tlie funding act herewith inclosed. 

In reply to your inquiry, "What were the expenses of tbe State government in 1865, 
1866, and 1867 1" see statement of State auditor inclosed. 

"What debt was contracted by the State during the war for war purposes!-' 

I have no data upon which to base a reply. 

"When was the first valuatioi^of property after the war, and amount! with official 
doonnient, if at hand." 

For a reply to this question I also refer you to statement of auditor of State. 

You inquire, "To what, if to any, organization were the disturbances of 1868 at- 
tributed, with evidence, if any was taken, on that subjectt" 

It was attributed, I believe, by every intelligent loyal citizen of tbe State to the 
rebellions spirit of the men who had organized themselves into what is generally known 
as thoKu-Klux Klan, or Kuightsof the White Cameiia, for the purpose of accomplish- 
ing, by intimidation and assassination, what they had failed to accomplish upon the 
tented field — the overthrow of tbe Federal Government. The beet evidence of tbeir 
intentioa is the graves of Hon. James Hinds. Johnson, Mason, and two hundred and 
liity or three huudred'others. There is on lile in the executive office hundreds of 
letters portraying tho condition of loyal men in different parts of the State as being 
heart rendiag. The course pursued by those connected with this organization was 
demon-like, not human. 

I inclose fou copies of a few, and send you transcript of testimony taken in one 

In reply to your inquiry as to the vote at certain elections, I send you tabular 
etfltementfi Irom the secretary of state's office. 

I am, sir, with great respect, vonr obedient servant, 

O. A. HADLEY. 
Hon. John M. Poour;, 
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s to till" iiuiubftr ilis- 
O. A. HADLEY. 



Stplien to gjieslioiin 1, 3, : 
millee oit iaws and fina 
Marck 24,1871. 

[Question 1.] 

AN ACT waidin aio coualratiiiiu ofrajlroada. 

Sectiox I. JJf it enacted 6j tliegeacra^lasaeniblfi of the State of Aikaiisas: For ttio piu- 
pose of BMiiriuj{ such linea of railroad iu this State as tlie interests of tli« people may 
from time to time require, the faith and creilit of tlie St-ato of Arltaosas is hereby irrev- 
ocably pledged, and the proper authorities of tlie State will and aball issne to each 
railroad compandor corporation, Trhich shall become eutitled thereto, the bonds of this 
State, in thesumof one thousand dollars ($1,000) each, payable in thirty (30) years Arom 
the date theiuof, wi^.h coupons thereto attached for the j^^itymeDl of interest on the 
same in the city of New York, semi-annnally, at Beven per cent, per annum, in the 
snm of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) in bonds for each mile of railroad which has 
not received a railroad land-grant from the United States, and ten thousand dollars 
(810,000) in bonds for each mile of railroad which has received a land-grant from the 
United States, on account of which such bonds shall be due and issuable as pro- 

Sec. 2. Be it further enaaeA, That the board of railroad commissioners are hereby 
autliotized and required to receive the applicatiou for tbo loan, of the State credit 
herein provided for, and to dcsiguate the roads entitled to the same: Provided, ^t 
whole aggregate number of miles of railroad proposed to be built by said companies to 
which such aid is grajited does not exceed eight hundred and fifty (850) miles. 

Sec. 3. Be it furihei eaaoled, That it shall bo the duty of said board of railroad com- 
miasiouera to inspect, from time to time, the railroad deiiiring to receive said aid, and 
shall indicate to the governor the manuer such State aid is being used and applied. 
And should it appear that such State aid is being improperly nsedoc applied, then the 
governor ia hereby authorized to withhold all or a part of said bonds, and to take 
such other steps as he may deem proper, to the end that the bonds shall not t>e 
squandered to the manifest injury of the citizens of the State. Sncb action on the 
part of the governor shall be reported to the nest session of the general assembly, 
who are hereliy empowered to take snch steps as may be necessary to protect the inter- 
ests of the State. 

Sec. 4. Be it farther enacted, That any railroad company having existence nnder the 
lawBof this State, and desirousof receiving the State aid hereinafter provided for, may 
signify the same by application to the board of railroad commissioners, signed by the 
president, and attested by the seal of said corporation, setting forth the charter and 
organization of said company, its capital stock, a map of the line or lines of road pro- 
posed to be bnilt, the progress made thereon, the financial condition and resoucees of 
such company, with such other information as the case may require; and if said board 
of railroad commissioners shall find such corporation to be organized according to law, 
with reeouroes adequate to the purpose, and that the construction of the proposed 
line or lines of road will be of public benefit, and said board of railroad commissioDora 
shall consent to approve and grant such application, then and thereafter the said 
raih'oad company or coporation shall be entitled to, and have a right to aak for, do- 
maud, and receive the bonds of the State hereinbefore declared to be pledged and 
granted, upon eumpljiog with and fulfilling the terms and conditions hereinafter sot 
forth. 

Sec. 5. Be it fwrther enacted, That any railroad company or corporation which shall 
have acquired the right to demand and receive State aid, by virtue of the ofilcial ecr- 
tiflcate in tho preceding section specified, and claiming an issue of bonds in its behalf, 
shall first file in the olSce of secretary of state the following papers, via; 

First. A map of Uielino or lines of railroad proposed to be built,showingtlio counties 
traversed, tlie general direction and terminal points, and the streams to be crossed. 

Second. The affidavit of the president aiid chief engineer, showing tho estimated 
cost of preparing the first consecutive one hundred miles of road for the iron rails. 

Third. The ^ffidavit of the president or treasurer that the available resources of 

the company, subscriptions money, lands, and other means are sufficient to prepare 

one hundred consecutive miles, or one-third of the whole line of road for the iron i-ails. 

Fourth. Tile aflidavit of the prcisdent and chief engineer that ten consecutive miles 

of toail h-^ve been graded, bridged, fiimisbcd with ties, and made ready for the icon 
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Fiflh. And sliall furnish tVio governor ivitli such paperB^ docuiucutij, aud olher iu- 
ibrmatiDn as be maj require in reference to llie railroad or its manageuient, to which 
affiiluvit shall be made. 

Sko. 6. Be it fuTiher evaded. That theronpou the governor, or the person filiing for the 
time being tho oxecutivo oflice, sball imxxn t« the president of said company tlie bonds 
i>f tJiQ State of Arkansas^ bearing the s«al of the State, attested by the seorecary of 
etate, as provided in section one hereof, npou the completion and preparation of th§ 
iron railci of each succeediug ten miles or more, nntit the entire line or Hues of road o£ 
said railroad eorponition shall be completed. The president of such railroad cornpan y 
shnll file his ofGcial receipt foreachlssueof bonds, accompanied b; the affidavit of Iiim- 
self and at least fonr directois that the bonds, or the avails of them, shall be disposed 
of solely forthe purpose of providing for the ironing, ec[uippiug, building, and coupleC- 

Sec. 7. lie it farther enacted, That the legislature shall, from time to time, Impose 
npon each railroad company, to which bonds shall have b«^D issued, a tax eqnul to the 
amount of tho annual interest npon sach bonds then oulstandiug and unpaid, wbicli 
tax may be paid iu money or In thepast-dnexonponsof the State at par, and after the 
eiipirut oil of five years from the completion of Eald road the legislature shall impose au 
additional special tas of tno and oue-half per cent, per annum npou the whole amount 
of State aid granted to snch company, payable iu money, or iu the bouds and coupons 
of the State at par; and if inmouey.theeameshallbeinvestedby the treasurer of tho 
State in the bouds of the Stat«, at their current marlcet valne. The taicatiou iu this 
section provided to continue nntil the amount of bouds issued to such company, witli 
the interest thereon, sball bavebeeu paid by said companyas herein specified, in which 
case tho said roa<l will be entitled to a dischai^e &om alt claims or liens on tho part 
of the State: "Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to de- 
prive any company, securing the loan of the bonds of the State herein provided for, 
&om payiug tho whole nmanut due fl'om such company to the State at any time in the 
bonds of the State loaned in aid of railroads or the coupon tbereon, or in money." 

Sec. 8. JSe it further maefed, That in tbocase the said company should fail to pay the 
taxes imposed by the preceding section, at the time the same become due, and tor sixty 
days thereafter, it sbail be the duty of the treasurer of the State, by writ of seqnestra- 
tjon, to seize and take possession of the income and revenues of said company nntO 
the amount of said defaults shall be fully x>^d up and satisfied, with costs of seques- 
tration, after which said treasurer shall release the further revenues of said company 
to its proper ofScers. 

SiiC. 9. lie ii further eKaded, That nothing herein shall be construed to prevent said 
board of r^lroad commissioners granting the State aid herein contemplated to the 
whole or any part of any railroad iu the State which may now be nnliuished or in 
process of construction : FroviUcd, That as soon as this act shall be ratified by the peo- 
ple, and the commissioners sball approve the application of any company which may be 
entitled to the benefits of this act, and they shall have complied with its provisions, 
the governor shall be authorized to issue the bonds to said company npou demand 
therefor, as provided for iu this act. 

Skc. 10. Be il farUitr enacted, That railroad companies or corporations desiring to 
make application for State aid, nnder the provisions hereof, must file tlie application 
required by the fonrth section hereof within one year after this act shall have becomo 
a law, or within one year after the incorporation of any railroad which may be in- 
corporated, and within one year thereaiter comply with the requirements of section five 
hereof, with respect to the first ten miles of road, and complete the whole road within 
seven years after this act shall have become a law, or after the incorporation of tlio 
company: Prowded, That any railroad now chartered and availing fheutselves of the 
provisions of this act shall construct and put in running order one-fourth of their en- 
tire line of road within two years afler this act becomes a law, and one-half of their 
entire line of railroad within two years thereafter, and have tlie whole line finished 
and In running order before the expiration of seven years after this act becomes a law ; 
failing iu* these conditions, said company or compames shall forfeit their charter and 
fraucuises to the State. 

Sue. 11. Be iifartber enacted. That any railroad company that may have received, at 
any time liefore the ratification of this act by the people, under any law of this State, 
a loan of the bonds of this State, such company shall only ho entitled to the benefits 
of this act tu the amount and extent of the loan herein granted, after deducting the 
amount of bonds of the State, or other State aid receivwl by such company from the 
State, under any other law of this State, from the whole amount ench company may 
he entitled to nnder this act. 

Sec. is. Be it further enoettd, That at the next general election to be bolden nnd^ 
the provisions of setlion three of article fifteen of tlie constitution of ibis State, the 
proper otGcera having charge of such election shall open a poll as iu other cases, take 
and receive the ballots of tho electors qualifi<;d to voto for officers at such election fur 
and against this act, ia comjiliancc with section six of article ten of the coustitntion, 
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snch ballot to contain the worda : " For railroads," or " Aeainst railroads ;" and if it 
apX>ears that a ro^ority BO voting have voted "For railroads," this act shall immedi- 
ately become operativo and have full force, and aU laws heretofore passed for loaning 
the credit of this State in aid of railroads shall cease and be void ; but if a majority 
sball bo found to have voted ''Against railroadij," tliis act ahali be void and of no 
effect. 

Approved July 21, IHG*^. 

Office oi^ Secketary of State, Arkansas. 

I, J. M.Johnson, secretary of state, Arkansas, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
■writing 18 a true and correct copy of an act of the general assembly of the State of 
Arkansas, approved July 21, 1868, entitled " An act to aid in the conatrnction of rail- 

In tcBtimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand aiid afflsed my seal of oCBco, at 
Little Eock. this 5tb dav of December, A, D. 1871. 

[SEAL.] J. M. JOHNSON, 

Secretaniof Slate, 
By FRANK STRONG, 



Jleport of the Stale aiulUor. 

State oe Arkansas, Additor's Office, 

Little Sock, December Q, 1871. 
Sir: 4. The expenses of the State Government from April 12, 1665, to Oct^iberl, 1866, 
was $162,321.42 ; from October 1, 1866, to July 3, 1868, 1449,644.09. 

5. There is no inforiaation or record in this office showing tbeamonnt of the debt con- 
tracted by the State daring the war for war purposefl. 

6. The first valuation of property after the war was taken in 1865 ; the value of tax- 
able property, $38,723,449. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



Miasisaippi, OuacMla aud IlvH River Bailtoad Company.— Cost of co 
Office of Mississirn, Oua< 

Sir; Work was begun on the Mississippi, Ouachita and Bed River Railroad iu the 
month of June, 1870. To this date forty-two miles of road have been graded, bridged, 
and furnished with cross-ties, and twenty-one miles of track, westward from Eunice, 
have be«n laid. Tbe road is well equipped with enffinea and cars, and has all the ne- 
cessary baildings, wareliousea, water-tanks, &c. It is now doing a prosperous busi- 
ness, transporting daily over 200 bales of cotton. 

This business will be largely increased by carrying the track six miles further west- 
ward, where a temporary terminus will be established until tbe Salim Eiver is bridged 
and the road-bed shall be completed to tbo town of Warrea, a point sixty miles west 
from the Mississippi River. 

The expenditures for construction and materials, &c., have been as follows ; 

Grading, bridging, aud cross-ties |aS7,000 

Twenty mijes track 170,000 

Locomotives and cars 49,800 

Buildings, tools, macbiuerj 24,000 

Interest paid on State aud first-mortgage bonds 85,000 

Engineering, salaries, and Ineidentid ei^onses..- 45,000 
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The company's indebtedneBs will fall short of |100,0O0 ; at tlie anmo time tliere is dao 
mpauy neatly donblo this amount. 



lAtile Bock, Fine Bluff, and Nevr Orleanit Eailroad. — Cost of 

Office of Little Rock, Pinb Bi-upf, and New Orleans Railroad CoMrAMY, 

Decaaber 1, 1371. 

8iRr In responso to your inquiries, I have the honor to submit tho following state- 
ment: On the Little Rock, Pine Bluff and New Orleans Railroad eighty miles are 
gra^led, bridj;ed, and furnished with cross-tiea. 

The road, as regards the grades, curvature, width of road-bed, hridaes, and quality of 
oross-tiee, is fully up to the riHiuireraents of a Qrst-claes railroad. As you are aware, 
the overflon of last spring broke throngh and swept away some portions of out em- 
bankments along the Mississixipi front, carrying away in all about tbre«-fourtbs of a 
mile of levee eiubaukment. 

These gaps are nearly closed, and the entire road-bed, for a distance of seven miles, 
ia now under the direction of the State engiueer, Ijcing raised so as to place tho grado- 
line of the embankments three and a halt feet above the highest floods, and secure, as 
it is believed, against all possible hazards in the future. 

The present condition and progress of this workj which lam only just relieved from 
pnrsoaal inspei;tiOD of, enables me to slate that this section wilt be agaiu ready for the 
rails by the 1st of January next. 

The cost of the work done, and materials and equipment furnished to this time, is an 
follows ; 
Grading, briitging, and ties of eighty-two miles including sidings $7G0 000 

Eighteen and a half miles track 148 flOO 

Equipment 40 000 

Buildings 15 000 

Interest paid on State and first-mortgage bonds 110 000 

Engineering and right of way ajid contingencies i^ 000 

1, 108, 000 



The above amount pays for eighty-two miles of road-bed, eighteen and a half miles 
of track, one locomotive, and thirty cars, including passenger, express, bos, and flat 
oars, the buildings and sundry machinery. The company has no indebtedness. 
Respectfully, 

J. E. SICKLES, 
Saperiatendent and Chief Engin^eer. 
Colonel J. M. Lewis. 
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fQneelion a] 

Coaaolidatcd repoH of elecUoa held in the Slate of ArTcanma, commencing March 3, 1863 

upon the ralijkatioa oftheconatilation. (See page iitf!, "Jiebatea and ProcedliBga.") 
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[Questions.] 
Arhatixaa — ^presidential elecHoit qf 136S. 
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CONDITION OP AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



[Question No, 1.] 

Aid to railroads — result ofvota. 

Office op SECRETAitT off State Akkansab, 
I, J. M. Johnson, secretary of state Arkansas, certify, tliot ot tLo general election 
of 18(39, in tliis State, the following was the total voto cait lor aiiU a^jaiust railroads, 
according to the returns deposited m m; ofhce, viz : 

For railroads 25,613 

Against railroads , ,. 4,403 

Majority for railroads 91,211 

tn witness whereof, I have hereto set my hand and affiled my ofQcia! seal, at Little 
Eoek, this 4th day of December, A. D. 1871. 

[SKAL.] J. M. JOHNSON, 

Secrelarii of StaU, 
By FEANK STEOKG, 

Dcpaiy. 

Amwkt) io guesiiims Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, S, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 11 

State Trbascrhii's Ocficb, 
Little Bocle, Arkanaai, NoKoaber 14, 1871, 
His Excellency O. A. Hadlbt: 

Your indorsement of October 18, referring to this office circulst of John Pool, chair- 
— — of Sub-Committee to Investigate the Condition of the Insurrectionary States, 
" ■"■"■ to the several interrogatories therein 



is herewith respectfully returned with .._.. __. . 
contoined, as tolloivs 

1. The actual mdehtednees of the State of Ark 
was as follows 
On JuU 1, ItHil 

On Apul 12, 1H65, (date of surrender) 
On Jrtly 3, 181)8, (dite of orginizatic 

the lecoiistiuction acts) 
On January I, 1871 aa follows 
Bonds issued in aid ol — 

Mississippi Ootebiti laA Eed Ri 

Iiittle Rock Fine Bluff and New Orleans Railroad 

M and L B. Railroad 

L R and ( S Railroad 
Bondejj debt 
Funded debt 
Floating debt 



the several dates mentioned 



u of the I 



r Railroad 



$300 000 00 
(,00 000 00 

1 0^0 000 00 
fiOO 000 00 

2 401 265 62 
2 G.U 000 00 

100 000 00 

7,0!)1,2Gd G2 



2. The whole respqnsibiUty of the Statfl, as indorser or otherwise, in ISSl, waa as 
shown above. 

3. Nothing. 

4. The increase in the State indebtedness arose iiom accrued interest nnpaid on tha 
old debt. 

The only funds in the State treasury dedicated to specific purposes, of which tho 

State or its authorized agents had the inaoagement, were — 
■Funds arising from sales of a portion of the 500,000 acres of land donated 
bj act of CoDfjrosa to the State of Arkansas for iutenial improvements, 
(specie) 1 

Funds arising from sales of swamp and overflowed lands grunted by 



Tills amount waa transferred to the general fund, and used by the State for ordinary 
expenses and for war purposes. 

5. No data in my office on which to base a reply. 

6. None, except iia stated in number 4. ^--> . 
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7. Ko coiisi'lcrable loss to the i~itate since 18G5, arising from defalcaf.iou, fraiiil, or 
otherwise. What few losses have occurred wore (ioni defaulting collectors of State 
revenae. Neai'ljr tlie whole of the amounts so lost has been credited to such coUectors 
by the loRisfature grautiug relief. 



I'bis office 
party in connection 
S. No data in my ol 

9. Same as Ho. U. 

10. Hame aa No. 8. 

11. Same aa No. S. 

12. Same as No. 8. 

13. Same as No. 8. 



o the culpability of any political 



n which to base a reply. 






* to yonr 



of inlei-nal improvemeiits. 

Office Commissioneu Public Works, 

Little Bock, Artansas, Beeetnier 2, 1871. . 
I of the 1st instant, making iuquirics in regard 



;e of the provisions of the lately passed 1 . . _.. , 

providing for the buildiug and repairing of the public levees of this State, and for 
other purposes," approved March 16, 1869 ; the act Bopplement thereto, approved April 
18, 1869, and the act at present in force, cntitied, "An act to amend an act entitledau 
act providing for the building and repairing of the public levees of this State," ap- 
proved March 23, 1871, this department has completed the folloniug public works, all 
of which have been surveyed, contracted for, and fiuiahed since the passage of the 
above first-uamed act. 

Statement No. 1, 

Completed works. 
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Faijmeiila madu to railroads wbose Unea protect lands from om-Jlow, {under tlie jii-omaioiu of 
eectuM. 11 of Uvm law.) 


Name of road. 


Date of •Bae 


A^nt. 


Litlle Stock, Pine Ulnff and New Orl 


ansKai 


road 


Jan nary and Tebmary 1870 
April oilMaj 18T0 

BoYBmbe l&TO 
FebiaaTyiuiitlliiicb Itni 
Appst iri^ 

Itoch. 1S71 
Angnst. igO 


34.3.0 00 












'JSS 




■White RlvsrVoUeyEollroad 


009 OO 

e MOM 

3.6-* 10 































- Paid in levee bonds. 

Ey foregoing statement, No, 1, you will please observe that I have, during my term 
»>t' office and since the passage of the laws above referred to, inangurated and carried 
to successful completion a linear extent of over fifty-two miles of levees and other 
trorka reclaiming loads of this State fiom overflow. 

I have, in addition toflhe above, now in prooeasof conetructton, works, as shown by 
statement No. 3, whose linear extent will he more than sisty miles ; one-third of this 
distance is already completed but not fally paid for. 

In statement No. 3, 1 have given the names of the railroads in this State to wlijch 
Jevee aid has been awarded nnder the provisions of the levee law, a certified copy of 
which law I have appended hereunto. These works are important and as justly to be 
considered works of reclamation, as works contracted for directly by the State, and 
the provisions of the law expre^y designate such railroads as entitled to a shore in 
its benefits. 

All the pnhlic works done by this department have heen regularly petitioned for, 
surveyed, advertised, and contracted for according to law, and paid for only upon the 
certificate of the engineer in charge of the work in the employ of the State, that said 
work was completed. Then, and then only, have I issued my warraute eitlier to con- 
tractors or railroad companies for the payment to them of levee houda by the auditor. 

In auswer to your inquiry in recard to the contingent liability of this State for the 
payment of the bonds, I have the honor to stat« that, in my opinion, ample provision 
18 made in sections 8 and 10 of the levee Jaw (see copj[ herowifh) for the payment of 
both principal and interest of the bonds without burdening any other resources of the 
State. If, however, these provisions should he found insufficient, my own opinion is 
that, by the provisions of section 9 of said law, the State would be liable to redeem at 
the espiration of thirty years any balance of bonds still outstanding. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[SEAL.] BENJ. THOMAS, 

Cammindoiier Public Worhs, 

His excellency O. A. Hadley, Governor of Stale of Arkansas, 



Be it evaded by the general assembln of the I 



n act outitled " 



T purposes," approved March IG, 1869, and the supplemental act approved April 
13, m^, be and tlie same is so amended as to read as follows : 

Section 1. Whenever a minority of the l.-md-owners, or their accredited agents in 
any locality in this State, who will be benefited by the building or repairing of any 
levee, or the ditching or draining of any overflowed or swamp lands, and who may 
desire to have any such leveo built or repaired, or ditching or draining done, shall 
make an application in writing to tjie Judge of the county court of thecouutyinwhich 
such lands are situated, setting forth the locality where such public works are de- 
manded, together with adescriptionof thelands tol)ehenefitedtherehy,audadescrip■ 
tion of the public work required, whether it be for building any levee, or for repairiug 
the same, or for draining any swamp lands, or protecting any lands from oveiilow by 
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(litehingor otlierwise; and it shall be tLeduty of the eoanty judge of any county, to 
■whom sucli application shall be presented, to iinmedialsly forward the same to the 
commiseitmei of pabltc works and internal improvementa of this State, which appli- 
catiuo shall have attached thereto a certificate of the clerk of the couuty court that 
the names signed thereto are a muority of the resident owners, or their accredited 
agents, of the lauds therein specified. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the daty of the commissioner o( pnblio ■works and internal im- 
provements for this State, immediately iriW the receipt by him of the application 
mentionedin the first section of this act, to cause to be made accurate surveys and 
estimates of the amount and bind of work required, in order to deterroiue the prac- 
tical ntility and benefit, either to the State or individuals, to be derived therettom ; 
and if, after having mnilo the necessary surveys and estimates, it shall be deemed by 
said commissioner that the espenditnres are necessary, eapedient, and jnstifiable, then 
the said commissioner of public works of the State shall proceed with the work ; but 
if, on the contrary, the expenditures in behalf of the State shall not bo deenaed expe- 
dient and justifiable, the said commissiouev shall take no further action in reference 

^c. 3. The commissioner of public works.aud internal improvements is hereby au- 
thotiaed to employ some suitable person as engineer, to make the necessary surveys 
and estimates, as required in section two of tliis act, who shall, upon the certificate of 
said commissioner, li« paid in the same manner as State of&cers are paid; and said 
amount so paid shaU be levied npon and collected from the various counties interested, 
ill the manner as provided in section eight of this act. 

Sec. 4. Upon authority given to any surveyor or civil engineer by the ci 
of public works, he shall have the right to enter upon and make reconnai 
surveys of any lands belonging to this State, or to any person or persons, with the 
view of ascertaining the probable advanta^fe to the State or to private land-owners 
of making or repairing any levee, or cutting any ditch or drain, and the cost thereof; 
and further, should the said commissioner, after such preliminary survey, deem it nec- 
essary, expedient, and justifiable that any such wotkeiionld be made or done, then the 
right and authority is nereby granted to coustrnct or repair any aucb levee, or to cut 
such ditcli or drain througli or on the lands of this State, or of any person or persons. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the commissioner of public works and internal im- 
provements of this State to contract with the lowest responsible bidder for the con- 
struction of all public works contemplated by the provisions of this act, and to this 
end he shall canse to be published advertisements for proposals for bids, in some news- 
paper published in the county where the work is to be done, »ud if there bo uo news- 
paper published in such couuty, then in the newspaper published nearest where the 
work is bo be done—^so, in either case, in one or more newspapers published in the 
city of Little Eook~ftt least four weeks previous to the letting of such contract, which 
advertisement shall give an accurate description of the amount and kind of work to 
be contracted for, together with their locality : Pi'oiided, That any and all bids shall 
be opened in the presence of the auditor, treasurer, and seci'etary of state, who shall 
have the right to reject any and all bids that in their jud^ent may he deemed too 
high or exorbitant. 

Sec. 6. In all cases whore a new levee is to be bnilt, the engineer, under the instruc- 
tions of the oommissiouer of public works, sliall locate the same for the best interest 
of the State and all parties concerned. The same rule shall be observed by the engi- 
neer In locating and constructing all ditches and drains. 

Sec. 7. Upon the ceitificate of the commissioner of public works and internal im- 
provements that any contractor has completed his contract, or any portion thereof, for 
which ho is entitled to draw pay, stating the amount such contract may be entitled to, 
the auditor of the State shall issue his warrants, which shall bo deuominated "Arkan- 
sas State levee bonds," in sums of not less than fifty nor more than one thousand dol- 
lars each, to such contractor, for the amount that said certificate may show to be due 
him, which bonds shuU be payable in thirty years &om the date of the passage of this 
act, and bear interest at the rate of seven per cent, per annum, payable aemi-anutiaily 
on the first days of July and January in each year, in the city of New York; Proviited, 
That nothing contained in this act shall authorize a greater issue than three million of 
dollars; said bonds to have interest coupons thereto attached, and such auditor's 
■warrants shall be received by any proper officer of this State, authorized to sell- or re- 
ceive the pay, for all lands known as swamp and overflowed Ituids and internal improve- 
ment laud sold by this State. 

Sec. S. The interest upon the warrants mentioned iu section seven (7) of this act, 
becoming due and payable, shall, in every instance, be levied upon and coUected from 
land-owners who are benefited by tbo bnildiiig or repairing of any levees, or making 
of any ditches or drains; and it shall be tho duty of tlie commissiuuer of public works 
and internal Improvements to cause a list of such lands as are so reclaimed or bene- 
fited, to be made out by tho engineer at the time of surveying or locating such levees 
or drains, and thereupon said conimis^ouer shall Ornish a copy of such lists of laud 
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to the county tlcrks, reapeetivcly, for each county in wLich eaid lands sLall be so em- 
bvaced, t«)jether witli the amoHiitr due as interHBt on warraiita iaaued hy the auditor of 
the State tor the payment of thn reclamation or benefit of said lauds ; aud the sold 
ooinmiHSioDer Hhall, in eaeh year thereafter, report to the said county clerks any changes 
that may have occnired during the current year, in the amount of tax due ftora said 
lands by reason of the retiring of any bonds, as provided for by section seven (7) and 
ten (lOj of thUact ; and the county clerk shall extend such aniouutanpon the tax-lj^ts 
of snch county, agaiust the lands specified in the list of the engineer aforesaid, for each 
year that auoli interest shall continue to become dne, and shall cause the samo to be 
collected as other taxes are collected, which tax shall be denominated levee tax, and 
siiall be paid into the State treasury in such funds as all State tases are, at the time, 
and in the samo manner. 

Sec. if. At the expiration of thirty years from aud after the passage of this act, all 
warrants issued by the auditor of this State under the provisions of uiis act, shfdl be- 
come due and payable by the State in the lawful money of the United States, and be 
redeemed bv the treasurer accordingly. 

Sec, 10. All the fnnds that have Men heretofore received and now remaining in the 
treasury of this State, arising from the sale of swamp and overflowed lands, and the 
intemaliniprovement lands of this State, and all the proceeds of the sale of the swamp 
and overflowed lauds, and internal improvement lands, to be hereafter made by this 
State, shall be set apart and constitute a sinking fund for the payment of the levee 
bonds that may be issued by the auditor under and pursuant to the provisions of this 
act, and thotnterest thereon. In the following order: First, all balances of interest that 
may be due upon any of said warrants, as the same become due, that the tax collected 
for the purpose fails or shall be insufficient to pay. Second, to pay said warrants as 
they shall become due and payable, according to the tenor and eneet thereo£ And 
said fund, after paying the interest, or the balance of said interest, as aforesaid, shall 
be sacredlykept by the treasurer of this State for the purpose of paying said warrants 
at maturity, and shall he denominated a " levee fund :" Frmided, That between the 
first and thirtieth days of July in each year, it shall be the duty of the treasurer of 
this State to invest the surplus sinking fund remaining in the treasury on the first day 
of July in each year, in the warrants anthorized to bo issued under the provisions of 
this act, at the market price of said warrants at the date of such investment. 

Sec. 11. Any raUroad company tliat shall construct a road-bed through any portion 
of this State, that shall answer the purpose of a levee for the protection of any lands 
of the State from overflow, or shall cause the draining of the same by any continuous 
line of ditches, shall ho entitled to receive an amount of the warrants of the auditor, 
anthorized to be issued by this act, equal in amount to the expense of prot«utins the 
same lands from overflow b^ levee or drains made by the State, which amount shifll be 
determined by the commissioner of public works and internal improvements ; and snch 
oommissioner of public works shall cause the engineer employed by him to make the 
estimates and value of such road-bed as a levee or drain, to make and file in the office 
of said commissioner a list of all thS lauds reclaimed or benettted by reason of the 
construction of such road--bed, which lauds shall be subject to the same tax for tlie 
purpose of paying.^he interest upon the warrants issued to snch railroad company in 
payment for oonstrnctiug such road-bed, as other lands reclaimed or benefited by the 
building or repairing of any levee, or cutting any ditch or drain, under the provisions 
of this act, and to be levied and collected at the same time and in the same manner. 

Skc. 13. All warrants heretofore issued by the auditor or commissioner of public 
works and internal improvements, under the provisions of the act of March 16, 1869, 
or (he act supplemental thereto, approved April 12, 1869, to which this act is an 
amendment, may be surrendered by toe holder thereof at any time within one year 
from and alter the passage of this act, lx> the treasurer of this State, for the purpose 
of having bonds issued to him for a like amonnt nnder and pursuant to the provisions 
of this act. In all such eases it shall be the duty of the treasurer to receive snch war- 
rants and give the holder thereof a certificate to the auditor, etatiag the whole num- 
ber of warrants received, the person from whom he received them, the number, data, 
and amonnt of each warrant, and the aggregate amount of warrants so received. Upon 
the presentation of such certificate of the treasurer to the auditor of this State, it shall 
be his duty to issue to the holder thereof bonds tor the amount of the certificate, nnder 
the provisions of tiis act : Priwided, That all warrants and bonds issued and received 
under the provisions of this section, and all waiTants issued under the provisions of 
the acts referred to in this section, shall oonstitnteapart of andbo deducted from the 
aggregate aojount fixed in section seven (7) of this act. 

Sec. 13, A sufficient amount of money is hereby appropriated, not to exceed five 
thoosand dollars, to carry into effect the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 14. This act to take effect and be in force from and after its passage; and all 
other laws and parts of laws for levee purposes, of any character, be and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Approved March 23, 1871. 



db,Google 



MISCELLANEOUS DOCTOIEMTS. 



■P 9ECK1STAHY or STATE ABKANSA8, 



T certiiy that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the act of the geneml aaaem- 
bly of the State of Aikansaa, entitled "Ao act to amend an act eotitied 'An act pro- 
vidiuo; for the huilding and repairing of the public levees of this State,' " approved 
March 23, 1B71, as copied from Uie original enroUed hill deposited in my olBce. 

Ill teatiaionv whereof I have hereto set my Land and afGsed my seal of office, at 
Littlo Kock, this 2d day of December. A. D. 1871. 
[6BA].] J. M. JOHNSON, 

Secrelarii of Slate, 
By FEANK STIfONG, 

Deputy. 



[Questions 8, 9, and 10-1 

State op Arkansas, Auditor's Office, 

LiUle Rock, Xoveotber IB, 1371. 

Sir; In compliance with your tegueat of November 14, 1871, 1 have the honor tofur- 
nish so much of the ioformation called for iu circular lett-er of Hon. John Pool, chftir- 
man of Euh-committee, &c., dated Washington, October 10, 1871, as ahowu by the re- 
cords of this office. 

Upon consultation with the treasoret of Stato I find that be has prepared answers 
to questions in said circular nambered from 1 to 7, iuclnsive, reuderiug imnecessajy 
auy farther reply flroin me to those inquiries, the records'of this office giving the same 
iDforoiatlon. 

jifHwei' to gveatSon 2fo. 8. — Here is no record showing the amonut of county taxation 
in 1860. For 1870, the eonnty taxes, which includes district school taxes, amounte to 
$1,761,340. 

Answei- to quesiUm No. 9. — The cost of conducting the State government for the two 
years ending September 30, 1860, was S408,394.!)8; and for two years ending July 1, 
1870, 51,221,763. 

QueatUm Xo. 10. — The increase in the cost of conducting the State government for the 
two years last mentioned may be acconnted for iu the espense of uie civil election of 
1868; the registration of the qualified electors of the State; the increased legislation 
incident to the reconstruction of the State ; the calling of the State militia into active 
service in 1868-'69, and the increased number of offices and increased salaries, 

QaettioH Nos. 11, 12, and 13. — No data in this office on which to base a reply. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. K. BEKRY, 
Audilor of Stal«. 

His Escellency 0. A. IlADLBy, Governor of Arkansas. 

[Questions II, 13, and 13.] 

Attorney General's Office, 

State of Arkansas, Nocemher 14, 1871. 

Sir : I have the honor, in compliance with your request, to fnrniah so much of the 
iuformatlou called for by Hon. John I'ool, chairman, &c., dated Washin^on, October 
10, 1871, as properly comes within the purview of my official duties. 

Aud iu answer to interrogatory No. 11, 1 refer to the electiou laws in force previous 
to the adoption of oar present constitution, and which governed all elections trom tiie 
time of their passage up to the time of reoonstruolioa. Under section 2, of article 4, 
of constitution of 1836, " ^voty fl-eeaUte male citizen of the United States," (twenty-Hjne 
years old,) " who shall have been a citizen of this State six months, shall be deemed a 
qualified elector." 

Under the laws then in fore* the county courts of the respective counties appointed 
Judges of election, (Gould's Digest, page 466;) they continued in office until the next gen- 
eral electiou, (ii.) No registration whs necessary ; thejudgesof election were the sole 
judges of electors' qualifications, (ib., 469.) The mode of voting was by ballot. 

It was the duty of the clerks of election to write the name of the voter and place 
opposite bis name the number of the vote, and indorse on the ticket the same number. 
(I*., 471.) 

I inclose herewith the entire franchise article (8) of onr present constitution, and 
Laving stated the leading points of the election laws previously in force, i 
seen ^at it was obligatory upon the legiBlatnre to enact registration and new 
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laws, in order to carry out the pntviBioas of tho constitution, and ilso tn place the 
Stiite in haiiuoDy with the General Government, and on a loyal basis 

Therefore, registration laws were enacted, providing for the regiBtratim of qnal 
ifled electors iu each county, by a board oi registration, or rather by a niciulier 
of the board, tlie entire board, sitting as a board of review, by whom il an\ 
one was wron^ully registered, his name was atriclcen trom th^ list and if any one 
■was wrongfully refoseS r^stration, bis name was added. The board of registration 
appointed the Judges of election. Election laws provided that no judge or clerk of 
election should mark or number any ticket, ■whereby it could bo ascertained bow any 
elector should Tote. I may add here, that the registrars by law are appointed by the 
governor. 

No very miiterial chauges have been made in regard to canvassing or the returns of 
elections; bnt those that were made, and were flie necessary result of the changed 
condition of the people, created such an intense libeling of antagonism among the late 
rebels that au armed resistance was oi^anized throughout the State, the result of 
■which was that nearly four hundred loyal citizens were murdered within our State 
ji-om the time of l^e adoption of the constitution (March 13, 1368) to the presiden- 
tial election, (November, 1SS8;) and I may be excused for adding here, that this was 
the cause for proclaiming certain counties under martial law, and calling out the 
militia in order to suppress this rebellion against the authority of the State, which 
added to the generid expenditure of the State the sum of at least $400,000, (not 
ioolnded or specified, at least, in treasurer or auditor's report.) 

These changes in the election laws, and the laws pertaining thereto, have never 
given rise to unfairness or frauds iu elections, bnt, on the contrary, have been the sole 
cause of preventing them. 

In addition to the reasons given by the auditor for the increase of expenditures 
during the two years ending 1B70, as compared with the two years ending 1860, 1 
would say that an elaborate school system was put in operation during the latter two 
years, which was necessarily expensive, and made more so by the determined 
opposition it received A'om the democracy, and this had to I>b done without the 
proceeds of the sales of the magnificent grant of lands made the State by the General 
Government, a great portion ot which haid been squandered in aid of the rebellion. 
And the remainder, about $1,200,000, consisted of notes against old favorites in ante- 
iellitm days, and who were bankrupts since the war. i'ree common schools were 
unknown in the State before reconstruction. A grand system is now in full operation. 
I am, very respectfully, your oljedient sc ' 



Hon. O. A. Hadlby, Goveriwr, 4'c. 



JNO. E. MONTMGOMEEY, 

Aitorney Geneml. 



Emdenees of Ku~Kliiix organiiatiom. 

Lewisbdrgh, Arkansas, J^tceinftCT- 4, 1868. 
Sir : I have to report that the Ku-Klux made a raid upon aud lillled George Wash- 
ington (colored) last night at bis own house. In the fight they dropped some papers, 
which will lead to the detection of the guilty parties. I shall immediately proceed to 
make arrests and investigate the whole matter. 

About one-third of the town was sot afire aud burned, and the circumstaucos indi- 
cate it was the work of Ku-Klux. 
I have dispatched to the sheriff of this county to be ready to take part with posse. 
Eespectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

JOHN L. MATTHEWS, 
Captain, CommanAing Third Company Conway State Guards. 
His Exeelleuey Powell Clayton, 

Governor of Arkansas. 

I certify the above and foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the original. 
KEYES DANFOKTH, 

FriBatc Secretary. 

Lewisburgh, Arkansas, Deeemier 1, 1668. 
Sik; This town was about one- third burned tbis moruing. The fire was iirst discov- 
ered in Gill & Mathau's Hotel, which was, no doubt, from the circumstanceB of the 
case, set upon fire by Ku-Kluxes. At 10 o'clock last night about six Kn-Eluxea 
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went to thoionseof one George WaBhinetoD, (colored,) and shot him fonr times, inflict- 
ing mortal woiiuds, and has since died. Lawlessness, witli ull its horrors, reigns bu- 
pieme liero, A1thou)Kli I am a Justice of the peace bere, I do not try to maintain the 
anthority and majesty of tbe law, for I am very well couvineed that at least lialf of 
the i)coplo hero are of theKu-Klns order. I will request that this place be garrisoned 
witli not lees tbau fifty men, tor nnlees it is done myself and others who favoi' the 
present State government will have to abandon their homes and leave the conntry to 
save themselves from being murdered. 

TJiei'o is noprotection here for life nor property. Tliere is a good company of militia 
State gnarda bero, but they are not on duty all wliDe, which is much needed, and un- 
less I can have some protection here I will be compelled toaendiu my resignation and 
leave tbe country. 
The post-offlce and all my dockete, &c., were burned. 

Hopiug to bear from you in relation to mbat is daily transpiring here, I remain, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. UMPSFLET, 

Jasliix of the I'eace. 
His Excellency Powell Clayton, 

Gwernor of Arkmmas. 
I certify tbe above and foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the orisinal. 
KEYES DANFOKTH, 

Private Secrefary. 

MoKTicELLO, l^avember 5, 1868. 

GovEGNOii ; I deem it my duty to lay before yon a brief statement of affairs in this 
county. 

Since the mui-der of William G. Dollar and of Fred, Eeeves, about a month ago, our 
county has been remarkably. quiet and peaceable until Saturday night last, when a 
small eqnad of Eu-Elnx made tbelr appearance in tbo neighborhood, and perhaps in 
the town, but did no particular mischief. About 4 o'clock Sunday evening hotmeea 
forty and fifty suddenly appeared in town, and, after riding around the square, as sud- 
denly disapjieared. About 11 o'clock at night ten went to the house of Abram Boler, 
a colored preacher, on tbe ferm of W. T. Wells, one mile from town, brolie into his 
bouse, took bim oS into the woods, tied him, stripped liim, and gave him a very severe 
beatinc; one thrust bis pistol down his Ihioat, and the same or another stood upon his 
neck while he was being beaten. He had done no wrong ; his only offense was, he 
was a radical, and could read and could give other people information. Tbe same, or 
more probably another squad, went to tbe farm of P. S. Wells, four miles from town, 
and gave Wesley Eidgwell, anotbor colored preacher, a similar beating. A colored 
man residing with Mr. James Manees was also taken and tied, but fortunately got 
loose and escaped. Abraham Bolea w^as told by them, when whipping him, that they 
intended to render bIm unable to get to tbe polls. Many threats were made ag.'xinst 
all, wbite and black, who dared vote the republican ticket. Myself and Judge I^ddy 
and one or two others were particularly named. Tbo woid was pot out bv tbem ou 
Sunday that the roads would be picketed, and all colored men would be kiUed who 
vote<l with tbe republicans. Some sixty-five colored men came into tbe election ; not 
one dared vote tbe republican ticket, and not two, I believe, desired to vote the demo- 
cratic. Those present that wished to decline to vote, I am told, were threatened. 
Levin Scott declined, and at nigbt be was taken from his bouse by tbe ICIan and 
cruelly beaten. Many of tbe Klan are known. Dr. WiUiam H. Barry of this town is 
the leader. They eeitaiuly knew that General Grant would be elected, and their ob- 
ject was not really to affect tbe results of the election. They cannot and do not ex- 
pect peace ; tbeir object is war. Terror reigns here. Tbe returns from all tbe pre- 
oincts, except Smith, are in. Seymour &, Blair have 1,300, and Grant &. Colfax 16. 
Only three republican votes were cast in this town ; they were given by Judge Preddy, 
George Crowell, and myself. Our sheriff and clerk, to save tbeir lives, have declared 
themselves democrats. Mr. Butler, president of the board of registrars, did not come 
to tbe polls. Mr. Good, another memberof the board, did not vote. Mr. Z. H. Manees, 

i.i:.., .„ 1 1,.; — "nderfear of lieaiA voted the di ''~ 

ible 1 shall be assassinated in a 
It least tea or fifteen soldiers. 

W. M. HAKRISON, 
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OscEOj-A, MississiPFi County, Abkaksas, 

Seplember 20, IfiGS. 
His Eiccllenoy Powell Clayton, Governor: 

I bave Hxe hoaor to mate the followiu^ statement in regard to affairs in UiasiEsippi 
Couuty : 

Tiiat aiuee the removal of the troops from the county a gang of lawless deaperadoes 
have been committinK numerous entries upon Union men and FreBdmen. Dr. A. M. 
JolinBon, member of tfie legislature, wiB assassinated on the night of August 2'j by 
this gang, and six freedmen bnve been murdered witliio the past sis weeks; others 
woanded, aGsauIted, and driven from their homes and the conaly. 

The county officers commissioned have all failed to qualify for the different po- 
sitions, except the connty judjre. This failure, I believe, is from repeated throats 
made against any one having or aoceptiug a position under the new goverunieut. 

Under the present state of affairs I consider it tmsafe for the registrars to perform 
their duty in the county without troops to enforce the laws aud maintain jjeace. 
I am, sir, very respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

ELI H. MIX, 
Segislrar for Mississij^ii Couiiii/. 
Present address : Little Rock, J -'' 



I certify tlio above and foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the original. 
liEYES DANFOKTH, 

Fnvate Secretary. 

RvTESViLLE, Abkassas, Xovciiiber 5, 1863. 

Sir : 1 wish to call your attention to the condition of the loyal men of Fulton County. 

The life of Mason was threatened for over two years. Every month he iuforined the 

authorities of it. Nothing was done, and Mason fell, the victim of rebel hate. Others 

were then threatened, and atill are, and at present John H. Baker and his sons are 

seeking safety in concealment. We are all in danger^all are threatened. 

Now, sir, in the dark days of treason we were true to our country, and now we 
ask and demand that we be protected. If Arkansas, or the United States authorities 
cannot, or will not protect us, the governor of Missouri can, with our aid. 

Eebds say it will come to a focus in ten days. Ton cannot jndge the condition of 
men exposed on tlie frontier to the hellish acta of outlaws, by others who are in safety. 
Now, governor, if you can do nothing for na, aay ao, and wo will take steps to protect 
ooraoives. Cold weather is coming, and as loyal men have some rij^hta, we propose to 
rest in shelter at night for the future, if possible; we can't stay lu (he brash much 
longer. 

I am, sir, respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

JOS. P. MARTIN. 
Governor PoWEii Clayton. 

I certify the above and foregoing to bo a true and correct copv of the original. 
KEYES DANPOliTH, 

Pri-cate Secretary, 

Batesville, Aekassas, Auj/mt 31, 1868, 
Eeyes Dakforth, Adjutant General State of Arkansas : 

On Saturday I, with a company of colored State guards was mustered into the service 
of the State as such, aud on the same night some of the same men. who were mnatered 
in went to their houses quietly, and about midnight they were visited and charged 
upon by au armed force of abont twenty-five men, disguised, and under the name of 
Ku-KluE, driving them from their homes and shooting at them, wounding one man in 
the neck slightly. 

Snnday morning the colored men reported the facts to me as their captain. 

If there are any acta of the general aaaembly specially regarding Ku-K!us, I would 
most respectfully ask jou to send me an official copy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McILVAIKE, 
Captain Firet Comigamj State Guardi, Lukpeiukiiec Coitnij/. 
I certify the above and foregoing to bo a true and correct copy of the original. 
KEYES DANFORTH, 

Private iSecretar}/. 
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Falcon, Columbia Countv, Arkansas, September 27, 1868. 
His Excellency Governor Clayton : 
At the request of aeverol loyal citizens of this county, I pen this commanioation to 

£iur eKoellency, for wLioli I respectfnlly beg your iudulgence. It is neediess for mo 
lay before yon the situation as it exists in ftiis connty, but in view of tbe appi'oach- 
inft presidential electiou I deem it necessary, aa well as expedieut, to iuform yonr ex- 
cellency of Borue fiicts astlies; are here. 

There are organizations existing in South Arkansas, purporting to be democratic po- 
litical clubs, but -which are, infact,nothing more or le^i than treasouaWe combiuations 
against tlie State and. Federal Qovernmcnts. They unbeaitatingly and boldly proclaim 
that at the polls, in November, they will override, overawe, and even kill every man 
that has identified himself with tUerepublican party ; or, to quote their vulgar phrase- 
ology, " the radicals are going to ace squally times in November;" and they assert that 
Governor Clayton cannot march through this portion of the State at the head of troops. 

I respectfully suggest to your excellency that, unless troops are sent to tUe differout 
precincts, no man will dare to cast his ballot for Grant and Colfax. Union men do 
not only aj^reieud danj>ei and assassination — it is as clear as the noonday sun. Their 
public speakers, cJaiming to be itieuds of law and order, use very intemperate and in- 
cendiary language, calculated to influence tbe minds of the people and create in them 
a desire for redress for imaginary wrongs. Eesistance to the present organic law of 
this State and the amended organic law of the United States, is the " bnrden of their 
song." In fact, resistance to all measures, consummated or advanced by tbe republican 
party, constitute their every theme. They appeared before the registrars, and after 
sociallyostmeizingthose who took, in good faitu, the "constttutioniiloath,'' took it them- 
selves, with the expressed and avowMl intention of abiding by it no longer than they 
were compeUed. They took it that they might bo the better able to resist the law. 

I again say, that without troops the election here will be a mere farce. I mail this 
commnnicatlon at Magnolia, otherwise it would never leave the office here. Please re- 
ply, and address me at Falcon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

•TOHK W, MEEK. 

I certify the above and foregoing to be a true and correct copy of tbci original. 
KEYES DANFORTH, 

Private Simretary. 



Little Eock, December 5, 1871. 
Dear Sir : I write you for tbe purpose of stating that the condition of the loyal men 
in Crittenden County, Arkansas, is growineworse all the time. On or about the uigbt 
of the 34th of November, 1868, the Kln-IOnx took Ales. Farmer out of his house and 
shot Mm, and Dr. Whitset (practicing physician) would not even dress bis wounds, and 
he died the next day. Farmer's wife recognized the men, and the same men were on 
tbecoroner's jury, but the verdict was, "Killed by a gun-shot by unknownpurtJes." The 
same gang killed a colored man a few days before. 

Tbe sheriff's office is entirely controlled by tbe Kn-Klnx Klau. 'Without an active 
aimed militia and martial low in that county there cannot be even an attempt made 
to administer justice. I^oyalmen are writing me every mail reciting the horribiu deeds 
and praying for militia and martial law, and that it may be given immediately. As 
the representative of the loynl people of Crittenden Connty, I ask that tbejr request 
may be granted with the least possible delay. 

I am, sir, very respectfalfy yonr obedient servant, 

E. G. BARKER, 

Slate Senator. 
His Excellency Powell Claytos, Governor State ef Arkansas. 
I certify the above to be a true and correct copy of the original. 

KEYES DANFOETH, 

PHnate Secretaru. 



pAKACLiFTA, Sb^'ihr Coukty, AiticASBjis, October V^, 1SG8. 
Dear Gin : I thought it my duty to report to you the affairs in this section of the 
country. On Saturday, the 24th, Major Porter I. Andrews, United Stetcs revenue as- 
sessor, and Lieutenant Hiram F. 'Willis, Freedmen's Bureau agent, were killed; also, 
Mr. Staudcll, the sheriff, wounded in tlie arm, and one freedman killed and one woundeda 
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Tonrg, in haste, 

J. B. SMITI 
His Exeelleiioy Powell Claytos, Govei'nor of Arkansas. 
I certify tlio above and foregoing to be a true aud correct copy of tlie origiiial. 
KEYES DANFOKTH, 



Private Secretary. 



AnGu.STA, WooDRDPF CoDNxr, Ocldber 4, 1868. 
Dear Govkenor : Oa Tuesday, S9th of September, F. A. MeClare and myself started 
oat aloue to fulfill an appointment, made some time previous, to organize » company 
of militia iu Cotton Plant. We rode thirty-five njiles tliat day, and lonnd that threats 
and intimidations had beeu made such free nse of that the probability was the colored 
men would fear to twm ont, ■which proved to bo true. Aa on the 30th, only one man 
could be fonnd in the town of Cotton Plant ivho wonld talk with us on the snbjeot. 
We then remained throughout the day, aud about an honr by ann a friend came to ns 
and invited us to stay at his bouse over night, about three miles in the country. On 
the way ont he told me that there was some eKcit«raent in town about our organizing 
tlie militia, and we would be safer at his honse than auywhoro else. Wo wore treated 
■well, and the next day, October 1, started ou our way to meet Colonel Boots, who had an 
appointmerit atDo View, and on arriviug there, after a ride of twenty-five miles, found 
tCore had been no turn-out, and that Roots and his party had left for Madison. We 
then went five miles from town, staid over night, returning in the morning to De 
View, and proceeded toward Augusta. We rode about four miles, coming to Cache 
Bottom between 10 and 11 o'clock a.vi., when we were fired upon from an ambush by 
three men with rifies, double-barrel shot guns, and pistols. The first round one ball 
went through the shoulder of my coat and tlirongh my cbin, and one ball struck my 
head, just escaping the temple. MeClure, at the same time, received a ball through 
the top of hia shoulder, and looking immediately around at the parties, received a ball 
in the throat. IncMsant firo was then kept on us ; ju all, abont fifteen shots. I was 
bleeding so profusely flrom the wound in my head we were compelled to run ourlioraea 
to the nearest house, or I could uot have rode the distance, one aiiA a half miles. I 
I could uot stand, after our arrival, for some time. I was carried to town in a wi^ii, 
a distance of seven miles, where I remained over night, aud was brought home the 
nest morning, where I now am, doing as well as could be expected. 



Respectfully, yours, 

D. P. UPHAM. 



I certify the above aud foregoing to be a true and correct copy of tho ori-iunl, 
KEYES DANFOKTH, 

I'livah Secretary. 



Little Eock, October 15, 1868. 

Sin ; I received oUicial notice of my appointment as chairman of tho board of regis- 
tration of Lafayette County, on or about tho 20th of August last, aud immediately 
took the oath of ofQce. 

Before tlie time to commence registration arrived there was an organization formed, 
of from one to two hundred nion, for the avowed object of killing Union jnen, of both 
colors, who would not join democratic clubs and vote their ticket. Some ton to fifteen 
oolorwi men were shot down for tliis cause, and I had reliable information that if I 
attempted to register I would be aaaassinat^. 

Feeling that my life was in imminent danger I privately left the county, and have 
not since returned. The uihcr registrars refused to q^ualify, through fear— one of Ibem 
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escaping assassinatiou after baviag a pistol preaeiited at him twice, and fleeing the 
county. Therefore there has been no registratiou in said connt)". 
Tory respectfully, 

A. M. MEEEICK, 
Chairman Board of Segistration, Lafayette County. 
His Excellency Powell Claytos, 

Gorernw of Arkansas, 
1 certify tbo above .and foregoing to Ijo a trno and correct copy of the original. 
KEYES DANfOETH, 

I'rivate S<!<Tetanj. 

Skeeipf's OrncE, Helena, September 6, 1868. 
GovERSOK Clayton : Since I last wrote to yon the Ku-Klus Klun, in force of from 
twelve to Hfteen. have appeared on three or four plantations in unr county with their 
wysteriuua apparitions, tor the purpose of inflnenoiug the colored vote. Oecaaionnlly 
they force their way into a cabin and nprip its contents. Tlieir principal object eeems 
to be to disarm the colored people. Tliey have talteu two guaa that I Lave lieard of. 
I find it most difSoQlt to get any satisfactory information in regard to their identity. 
In case they were recognized by their voices, they could easily prove on alibi. 
Moat respectfiillr, &c,, 

D. C. GORDON, ShaW- 
I certify the above and foregoing to he a true and correct copy of the original. 
KEYES DANFORTH, 

I'rivate Seeretarg. 



•r thirteen ir 
on lieniiettr's Bayou. 

Captain Mason was traveling on the main road up the bayon for the purpose of 
registering the voteM of that precinct. 

I am going crfE this morning with a posse of thirty men to investigate the affair, and 
to arrest, if possible, the parties for whom the State warrants call. 

I am informed that those accused parties, or, I should say, susxwctcd parties, are 
banded together for the purpose of resisting the civil law and preventing the arrest of 
any of their number. 

Escitement is intense with the loyal men of the county; myself and many others 
are threatened by the disloyalists with, death if we ever attempt to can^ out the pro- 
visions of the constitutional laws of the State without iirat asking their advice and 
sanction. 

Respectfully, your obedient ser 

His Esccllency Powell Clayton, 

Oocernor of Arkawaas. 
I certify the above and foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the original. 
KEYES DANFOETH, 
Private Secretary. 

Sevier County, 
Jii the WooSi, Novemher 6, 18C8. 
Dear Governor; Yonr favor of the 3d came to our eamp-flre on the night of the 
4th ; truly glad to hear from you. On the 1st I received the following notice, in man- 
ner aud form, viz : 

"Sheriff ,.i, „„a (.„ii.„„- „ -„„ ,in ■„„!. j and Mat 

" Smith ■*■ ^"^^ ^ ^* ^^^ '^ sufficient.' Locke. 

'' Mr. Steele : Take head three days from the full moon, (October.) Bo profited by 
the example of the guest that left yonr honae on the 26th instant. Wo don't know 
yon — if youjilaiec, don't have us form your acquaintance. 
" 'A word to the wise is safBeient.' 

" EAKEE, 

"B. O., K.E. 
T. 
" Time is precious." 
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Soon after dajligbt on the morning; of tlie 2d I exhibited tlio same to Cap- 
ta.iu SmiCli atid seut for Locke. Duriag the day we bod a confercDco witb other 
frioDds; a propositiou was nnADlmoaslj' adopted tliat liigllt j Captaiu Smith decliueil 
the agreement and remaiaed safe at home ; we were forced to the woods, where we stjl] 

Captain Smith remains quiet and safe at home. TVe are daily advised that we are 
in imminent danger, bnt to-day I leave my camp. Mr. Iiocke will leave for Little 
Rock. I have not the means to f^. We have heard that Captain Smith, has caved. 

Republicans that wonJd do for me are alarmed to see me appear at their houses. I 
am one of the marked ones. luformatjon has been received -that I now live becanse 
only that I t«ok difierent roads at times when my liffe was plotted. 

I bless Qod that I am a repnblican, bat regret that I live in a government that gives 
m© no protection. It is iirobable I will bo in eternity when yun receive this letter. 
Wlteo Captain Locke anives in Little Rock have him received kindly. He is one of 
the tried ones. 

T. 0. T. STEELE. 
I certify the above and foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the original. 
KEYES DAKFORTH, 

PrU-otc Seci-ctarij. 



AcGUSTi, Aekan'sas, Octaber 30, 1868. 
Sib and Friend : The Kn-Klnx made a raid on onr eity laet uiglit — tilled old Uncle 
George McElnm, shot Bill Cincinnati through the leg ; also shot at myself and James 
W.Bosiley; we are not hurt. We ate in an awful condition at the present time. Can't 
you have troops sent herel Also the Ku-Klnx made a raid on your place and N. P. 
A DdersoH— taking Mr. Anddrson's revolver— making awful threats on tbe inmates of 
the bonse. I advise you to acnd for your wife. It thinga goes on as they ore, I am 
compelled to come to Little Rock. Kease do soroetbing for ns or wo can't stay here. 
COLLINS H. DAVIS, 
Dqtaiij Slteiiff of Woodruff County. 
I certify the above and foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the original. 
KEYES DANFOKTH, 

Private Secretary. 
Hon. D. P. Upiiam. 

Respectfully referred to Governor Powell Clayton. 

D. P. UPHAM. 



Marion, Arkansas, August 24, 1868. 
Snt : SIrco writing my last letter we have made some new developments. We Lava 
reliable iufuruiatiou of a secret organizationof ninety men, well armed, who hold them- 
selves in readiness to act at a minute's notice ; and one of the plans of this organiza- 
tion is to capture the arms pnt into the hands of the militia, and kill the leading men 
of theoonnty. They have already shot two, mvself aud ablai;kman, and by this means 
they intend to c^mtrol the county, and they will unless something is done promptly. I 
EU^estfid in niy last letter that something ought to be done, aodnow I say that some- 
thing must be done in order to save the county and protect the loyal men ui it. 

I have endeavored to lay a few of the feots before you, and would respectfully request 
that yon let us know what you can do for ns at your earliest convenience. 

Personally I am unable to do anything, wbich makes me all the more desirous that 
something be done before others are disabled. I have employed a detective to ferret 
out the asBassin tliat shot me, and I would i^ if you would oe authorized to pay the 
expenses of a few detectives out of the contingent fund. 

Tlio doctor informs me that my wounds are doing well, although I am becoming more 
debilitated every day. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. G. PARKER. 
I certify the above and foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the original. 
KEYES DANFOKTH, 

F filiate Secretary. 
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Slalemeat of the Auditor. 
Auditor's Office, Statb of Alabama, Montgomery, Noaemher 10, 1871. 
Sir : In answer to your circular letter of the lOth ultimo, I have the honor to subnjit 
the following statemelit; 

1. Indebtednem of Alahama, July, 18€1. 

Bonded debt $3,445,000 00 

Sixteenth-section fund 1,524,037 00 

Valoless eisteenth-seetign fund 97,091 il 

Unit^il States Burplus-reveiiue fund 669,086 80 

Due "three per cent, funit" under act approved February 18, 18G0 204,389 86 

Total 5,939,654 87 

Indebtedness May 24, 1365, taper coTi^troller'a report. 

Bonded deht, (old) |3, 445, 000 00 

Sisteenth-section fund 1,710,008 44 

Valueless sixteenth-section fund 97,091 21 

University fund 300,000 00 

United States surplus-revenue fund 669,086 80 

War debt: 

Bonded debt, (new). _ 5,939,500 00 

State treasury notes _ 4,042,6ti0 00 

State treasury change bills 3,122,551 95 

Total 19, 315,91a 40 

Indeitedneei July, 1868, 

(Inangtiratioii of Staf« government under reconatrnctiou acts.) 

Bonded debt $4,736,300 00 

Temporary loans , 109,350 00 

Sisteenth-section fund - 1,710,157 45 

Valnelees sisteenth-seotion fond 97,091 21 

UniTeraity fund BOO, 000 00 

United States snrplns-reveune fund 6li9,08fi 80 

Interest due truat-funda 245,411 46 

Oubstauding State certificates 47,000 00 

Total 7,904,396 92 

IndeJiledDLSS Jamiary, l'-71 

Bonded debt S5 382,800 00 

Temporary loans (i, 000 00 

SisteentL section Innd 1 729,032 74 

Valueless sisteenth section fund 97, 091 21 

University fund 300, COO 00 

United Statts surplus revenue fund 669, 086 80 

Outstanding State certificates 300, 000 00 

Total 8 484,010 75 

2. The State was responsible for amount due the " three per cent, fund," 8204,389.86. 

3. See answer to No. 2. 

4. Increase of indebtedness since 1865 from coDateral responsibility of 18G1, none. 
Prom contingent or prospective liability of 1861, nothing. Accrued interest unpaid 
npon the old debt, $621,1(0. From necessities created by loss of public funds dedicated 
to specific purposes, &c., nothing- 

5. The items which make up flie increase are as follows: 

lat. Bonds issued for funding interest due on bonded debt 8621,100 00 

2d. Bonds issued under act approved December 15, 1865 829,700 00 

3d. Bonds issued under act approved August IS, 18158 487,000 00 

4th. Amount received ou account of sixteelith section fund 19,023 90 

5th. State certificates issued under act Pebruaiy 19, 1867 300, 000 09 

Total increase of indebtedness 2,236,823 90 
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Tho necessity for tlie increase and the acts creating tlie same are as followa : 

First. For funding interest due oa old bonded debt, under act Deoemljer 15, 1865. 
Legislatnie largely tleinocratao. 

Second. By act of the legislatme approred Decemliei; 1.5, 18(&, the governor was an- 
thorized to issue the bonds of the 8tat« for $1,500,1)00, "or so mucli tSereof as may be 
necessary " to meet any deficiency in the treusnr j-. Under this act the snm ofSt^ai'.TOO 
was issued for general pnrposes, and ^031,100 lor funding iiitotest, as above stated. 
The depleted condition of the treasury necessitated the issue of these bouds. Legis- 
lature lar^ly democratic. 

Third. An a«t of the li^islatnre approved Ancnst 12, 1866, authorized the governor 
toiasnebondsnot exceeding the sum of $SO0,O00. Byreference to statement of'iu- 
debtedness Jnly, 1866," (p^e 9,) it will be seen that at the date of the inanguration 
of the State govemmeut nnder the reconstruction acts, the tbllowing items were 
actually due by the State, viz : 

Temporary loans $109,350 00 

Interest due trust fonds ; 245,411 40 

Outstanding State certificates 47,000 00 

401,701 46 
In addition to the above, the interest on the bonded debt falling due in 
November, 1868, amounted to 864,575 00 

Mating a total of 466,336 46 

■which had to be provided for at once, and before the roveuiio for the year 1808 could 
he collected. 

The rate of taxation for the year mentioned was three-tenths of one per cent., and 
the revenue derived therefrom was not sufficient to meet the actual espensea of the 
State government, including interest on bonded debt and interest upon trust fands 
already dne aud accruing. Those are, doubtless, the reasous for authorizing the issue 
of bonds last mentioned. Legislature largely republican. 

6. The State, as trustee for the " sixteenth section fund," received during the war 
the sum of 8185,191.44 belonging to this fund, which was ased for general purposes. 

The entire amount of tmat funds received by the State from the General Goveru- 
Bient has been assumed in perpetuity, and the interest thereon is provided for by 
direct taxation upon the people of the State. Upon this subject special attention is 
invited to auditor's report, September 30, 1869, (pp. 15 to 21,) herewith transmitted, 
marked A. 

7. The State baa not been subjected to any loss from defalcation or fraud. It is 
reported that the late governor, William H. Smith, (republican,) indorsed the bonds of 
the AlabamaandChattanoogaEailroad Company to amount of iS80,000 in excess of tho 
indorsement to which the road was actnally entitled under tie law. The State has 
not, as yet, suffered any loss on this account, and the entire subject ia under investi- 
gation. 

8. The entire State assessment for 1860 waa 8617,186.52. Connty tax not exceeding 
100 per cent, on State tax in each connty. The entire State assessment tbr 1870 
waa $1,325,24 4. 10. County tax not exceeding 100 per cent, on State tax in each county. 

9. The average cost of conducting the State government : 

For the vears 1858, 1859, and 1860 8800.969 00 

For the years 1868, 1869, and 1870 1,107,080 00 

10. The following are mentioned as some of the reasons for the increase : 

First.' In 185!:^ 1859, 1860 the "school fund" consisted only of the interest on the 
trust funds, while during the years 186S, 1869, 1870 one-flfth of the annual aggregate 
revenue and the entire amount received from "poll-tax" was, in addition to interest 
on trust funds, devoted to tho maintenance of li^e public schools. (Over $950,000 of 
the increase is accounted for in these items.) The increase in the number of children 
required this action in order to malte the soliool fund serviceable and effective. 

Second. The inta-eat upon the bonded debt has necessarily increased, as the debt is 
greater. 

Third. The expenses incurred in payment of interest upon tho bonded debt due in 
London have been increased by advauce in premium on gold, sterling excliaiige, &o. 

Tho general expenses of conducting the State government for 1868, 1869, 1^0 wiU 
compare Civorahly with tho Hanie expenses for tho years 1858, 1859, 1860. 

11. No material changes wore made in the manner of condnctiug elections from 1861 
to 1865. Qnalilied electors were allowed to vote while serving in theconfederate army 
during the war, nnder laws similar to tboso passed by many of tho Northern States. 

Tlie constitutional convention of 1867 changed tho election laws by extending the 
right of Buffrage, to comply with the amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. 
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Tho election Inw of 18C6 provided, for a rogistraiion of ii!l electors by ai 
tegietrar " !□ each county. After completiug tbe lezistration in hia county tho assist' 
ai^ registrar tvas required to deposit in tho ofGce of the jadge of probate ft duplicate 
list of the voters registered, and forward the origioiil list to the secretary of state. The 
Jnd|;:e of probate was required to attend to subsequent registratioa in his county, foi- 
■wardlug a certified list every three months t« the secretary of state of the persons 
registering in his office. 

The law requires publication of list of voters (to be conspicuously posted in each 
precinct, &o.) twenty days hetbre any jreneral or special election, and directs the Judge 
of iirohate to rectify all errors, &c., of which due proof may be given to him. 

The law also provides that any registered voter oflering to vote at any election shall 
be allowed to do so without challenge or objection, and fises penalty for illegal 
Totinft, &c. 

13. The necessity for registration, in order to secure a fair election, is generally 
conceded. 

It was believed that unfair advantage would be taken of the right to " challenge," 
and that persons so disposed conid, by challenging every elector who presented him- 
self at tbe polls, conenme so much of the time on the day of election as to prevent a 
full and fiiir vote from being polled. 

13. It is not believed that the changes in the laws for conducting elections have 
given rise to unfairness or frauds. 

The foregoing is respectfully submitted, with the remark that the statements made 
are taken entirely from official records and reports, so far as they relate to the financial 
condition of the State for tbe years mentioned, and from pamphlet acts regarding the 
election laws, &c. 

The coutiugeut liability of tho State on the 30th Septecnijer, IWl, on account of 
bonds indorsed for railroad companies, amounted in the aggregate to §15,420,000. This 
indorsement was made under acts passed in 1847 (legislature democratic) and in ISTO, 
^.'egislature republican.) 

The above amount inclndes 89,300,000 of State bonds issued for railroad purposes to 
the Alabama and Chattanooga Bailroad Company, and the Montgouier j and Eufanla 
Kailroad Company, the said companies agreetug to pay interest as it I>ecomes duo, and 
principal at maturity. 

This contingent liability becomes a debt only upon the failure of the railroad com- 
pauies t^D provido for the same. 

Up to this time the State treasury has not be«n cnJled upon to make any payment 
on accouut of this liability, 

I certify that tbe foregoing statements were compiled from recortls of the auditor's 

W. R NOBLE, 

rhirf f:!,rh. 
I have carefully examined the foregoing, and fint 



Jacksonville, Pensacola and MoiiJe Bailroad. 

New Yor.K, Februaiij 8, 1872, 

Sir ; I have the honor to announce the receipt of your favor of 0th January, ad- 
dressed to mo as vice-president of the Jacksonville Peusacola and Mobile Hailroad 
Company, in which you say the sub-committee (on laws and fluancos of States and 
cities) of the Joint Select Committee to inquire into the Condition of the late lusnrrec- 
tionary States would be roach obliged if 1 wonld furnish them with the facts show- 
ing tho present condition of the JacKsonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad. 

Permit me to say in reply that I ceased to tie vice-president and director in the 
above-named road early last summer, and I are, therefore, unable to give jon reliably 
tlio information called for in your first question. My impression, however, is that 
tliere are now completed two hundred and sixty miles of the road, viz : 



From Jacksonville to Quinoy 

From Quincyto ChattahoochJe.. 
From Tallahassee to St. Mark's.. 

MoDticello Branch 

Live Oak Branch 

Total in all 
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I know notbiiig whatever of tlie "road under way," nor" wbcnifc ivilll)e completed." 
The distance from Qnincy to Mobile I am also UQable to give j'on, but I tliink it ia in 
tlie neighborhood of two hundred mites. 

The State aida the road io the extent of }116,00l} per mile, by an exchange of the 
State bouda for the liI^st-mo^tgage bunda of the railroad. 

I^ therefore, my estimate of the length of the road be correct, the company wonld 
l>e entitled to receive from the State npon tie completion of its road to Mobile bonds 
of the State to the extent of $7,000,000. 
I know nothing; wliatever of the railroad &om Amelia Island to T.tmpa Bay. 
Your letter would have been answered before but for my absence from the city, 
I am, sir, respectfully, yonrsj 

S . "W. HOPKINS, 
llou. Job E. Stevenson, M. C, 

Wastiington, B. C. 

Slalement of Gorernor Coalt'j. 

Executive Department, Statk of Georgia, 

Atlanta, Georgia, Noceaiber 9, 1871. 

Sir: Iu answer to yonr inqniries submitted to this department, under cover of yoni 
communication of the 9th of October last, I have the honor to state as follows: 

1st. The actual jiidelitedneaa of the State of Cfeorgia in 1861 was, on the SOtli of 
October, 83,688,750. On the lOth October, 1865, the actual ilebt of the State in bonds 
and Treasury notes of all kinds was S20,811,li36.S.'), bnt of this amount all waa repudi- 
ated as having been contracted iu aid of tlio rebellion, except the sum of 85,706^00; 
so that on the 16th October, 1865, the pnblio debt should he put down 85,700,500. 

'The present State government was organized on the aSd .July, 1868; that is the date 
of Governor Bullock's inauguration. There seems to be no means of ascertaiuiug the 
State's indebtedness at that precise date. 

2d. The State was not responsible collaterally as indoracr or otherwise for anv 
amount in 1861. ' 

3d. The State had no prospective liabilities, such as are suggested in third inquiry, 

4th. No iiart of the Increased indebtednesB since 1665 has arisen A;om any collateral 
responsibiJity of 1661, " as indorser or otherwise," and no pai-t of the increase of 
said indebtedness has aiiseu from any contingent or prospective liability of 1861. It 
is presumed that very little, if any, increase in the public debt since 1865 has arisen 
from any accrued iiitereM unpaid on the old debt, nor has it increased from any loss 
during the rebellion of public funds, dedicated to S|>ecific purposes. 

5th. The answers to the fourth inquiry renders any answers to the fifth and sixth 
inquiries uuneccasavy. 

7th. There have been no such losses by the State since 18S5. 

8th. The county taxation Iu this State varies each year according to the necessities 
and exigencies of eacli county; there was not iu 1860, and tliere is not now, any uni- 
fcrmitj in the county taxes. The State tax in 1860 was 6i cents on flOO, and in 1970 
it was iO cents on the same amount. This increase was occasioned by the Ibllowiog 
reasons : In 1860 the amount raised by the geueral tax was $500,000, and iu 1870 only 
the same auioimt was raised; but in 1860 the amount of taxable property was 
8672,322,777. while iu 1870 the amount of taxable property was only $910,603,911. In 
1860 the $500,000 raised by the general tax bill, and the amount raised by the poll- 
tax, tax on professions, shows, and exhibitions, and on liquora, together with the earn- 
ings of (he Western and Atlantic Railroad, ivhich amounted to about 8450,000 per 
annum, all went iuto the general fnnd, and tbe exiieusca of the government irere 
paid out of this fund. In 1870 the fund raised by the tax of 40 cents on each $100 was 
tbe only fund oot of which the expenses of the government could be paid, the amount 
raised by the sjieoiKo tax, that ia, the tax on polfe, proff" - - " ■ 
half of the net earnings of the Western and Atlant 
educational purposes. 

9th. The cost of conducting the State government in 1858 was 8745,480.64 ; in 1859 
it was 8874,465.92 ; in 1860, 81,179,110.24, being an average per annum of $t«3,0ia.9.'i. 

The cost of conducting the State government in 1868 was 8703,103.33 ; in 1869, it wa! 
8l,857,825.98j in laiO, 81,444,816.73, beinit an average per annum of $1,334,915.34. 

10th. The increase m the expenses of the government itom 1860 to ISi 



. . _ . JO expenses of the aovernment itom 1860 to 1870 is attributa- 
ble to various causes ; 1st, to the Increase of the public deVit and the consequent in- 
crease of the interest payable annually thereon, amounting to nearly $200,01%. 9d, to 
the increase iu the jierdiem pay and mileage of the menibors of the lepslatnre, the 
mileage in 1868 being 84 for everj' twenty miles, and the per diem $6. In 1865the mile- 
age was increased to $5 for every twenty miles, and the per diem to $9, wlitch Is con- 
tinnedto tliis time. This increase was made by a legislature which was entirely demo- 
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cratio. 3d, to tbe fact that in 1867 and 1S68, the constitutional convention was in 
Gession for three ov four months, and the legislature was in session for about the same 
time during the year J668, the conatitutional convention being the only assemhly 
which was in the control of republicans. 4tb, to the increase of the judicial and civil 
oflicers of tha State, and to tbe natural increase in tbe expenses of tbe eovemiiieiit, 
arising from the enfranchisement of the colored people, therebj nearly donbling tlia 
citizenshiu of the State since 18G0. 

11th. There were no material changes made in the manner of condncting elections 
from 18t!I to the sarrendei in 1865, and no penaaiwrtt changes from tbe surrender to tbe 
mauguratioD of Governor Bnllock. His election, and the election lor the ratilication 
of the present State constitution, and for members of Congress In tbe spiring of ISiki, 
were ordered and conducted by aotbority of tbe military, Major Qeneral Meade ooin- 
inauding. Since that time there have been but two general elections in Georgia, the 
preaideutial election in Hovember, 1868, and that which occurred on the20th,21st, and 
ySil of December, 1870, This last election was held under a special act of the legisla- 
ture, which act ceased to be of force after this election. The act was an experiment 
and was passed by the republicans to ascertain if an election c^nld be held in GeorgiLL 
at which tbe colored people could have a fair and honest chance of selecting their own 
representatives. The main features were a« follows : The election continned for three 
days instead of one; it was to beheld only at tiie court-hooso in each county,' and St 
each incorporated town or city, instead of at each election precinct ; it was to be con- 
ducted by three election managers selected by the governor, and two selected by the 
ordioary of the county, all snbject to the approval of the senate. All voters were 
esempt from challeuge. The sheriff and coroners were reqaired to be at the poUa to 
preserve the peace. Themanagera wereswom not to prevent any person from voting 
who was of apparent age, wasaresidentof the county, and who had not previously 
voted, aud all illegal votws were held amenable to tbe laws. 

IStli. All these changes were made ; ' Ist. That every voter should have ample time 
for voting. 2d. That all the votes beinjj oast at the same place, " repeating " might 
be prevented, and the colored people, being thrown together, might have the moral 
and numerical strength supporting them sufficient to enable them to vote as they de- 
sired. 3d. The selection of managers by the governor and ordinaries wa^ to secure 
good and true men to superintend the eleotion ; who wonld prevent frauds and pro- 
tect all men in their right of voting. 4th. Exemption from challenge was to avoid a 
difficulty which had occurred at the election for governor and President, where the 
colored men trere regularly challenged as they came forward to vote, and were thus 
greatly delayed, and, in many cases, prevented from voting, while the whites were 
never challenged, and were thus enabled to poll their votes without delay, and thus 
secure their full strength. The effect of this was very damaging to the republicans, 
especially at the pre«identiaJ election, aa, at tbat eleotion, there was a box for colored 
men and a box for the whites. Exemption from cliollenge was also to enable every 
one to vote, whether they had paid their taxes or not. In the presidential election 
General Grant lost at least forty thousand votes, by exclndine colored men from voting 
who had not paid their taxes, notwithstanding Governor Bullock had issued his proc- 
lamation suspending their collection, aa he had a right by law to do. 

13th. This election law did not give rise to any unfairness, but it was made the pre- 
text, hy the democrats, for perpetrating the grossest wrongs on the colored people and 
th repnhl can party, by which their candidates were defeated in counties where they 
h d m^ ties ranging from two hnndied and fifty to two thousand votes, and by 
wh h a large minority of democrats were returned to the legislature. One of the 
n n 1 pted by the democratic leaders waste assail the constitutionality of the law 
11 w ng persons to vote who had not paid their taxes. All such they challenged or 
th aten d with criminal prosecutions, and, in one instance, whore sneh persons were 
11 w d t vote, a warrant was sued out against the managers, and three of them weiv 

tn 11 put in jail. This means of defeating the oltjects of the bill was advised by 
t f h most prominent leaders of the democratic party in Georgia, only a fewduys 
before the election. It waspublishedthronghonttheState, and in nearly every county 
the advice was acted on at the polls. It succeeded admirably, for It drove oft the col- 
'ored men aud so intimidated the managers tbat they refused to allow the colored men 
who had not paid their taxes to vote, and the whites were seldom if ever challengeil 
on this or any other groand. AH ISiis in the face of a law which had just been passed 
by the legislature, dcclailug tbe collection of the poll-tax (which was, with a few ex- 
ceptions, the only tax.paid by the colored people) nnconstitutiomil. By this means, 
with other frauds such aa are usually practiced, hy democrats when they have the op- 
portunity and dare to perpetrate them, the last election was carried against the repub- 
licans. At least one member of the present Congress, viz, the Hon. D. M. Dn Bose, from 
the fifth Georgia congressional district, owes hiselectionto these practices. Conld a Jair 
expi'ession of the legal voters of Georgia be obtained, the m^onty in favor of tbe rc- 
publicans, in the State, it is believed would be twenty thousand ; but under present 
circumstances this cannot he obtained, because republicans, and in the rural districts 
22 b 
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especially, Ao not havo the protection of the GoTermnent in tlieir poUticnl rights. The 
State goverumeut cannot afford it, and the General Governmeot lias not. Evety seii- 
timeut of loyalty to the Government is overawed and suppressed by the domineering 
and icit«]erant spirit of the democracy, or eappressed by the more potent arm of the 
Ku-Klus Klan. 
[SEAL.] BENJAMIN COSLEY, 

By the Governor ; 

R. H. Atkinson, 

Secrelarji ExeouUve Department. 
Hon. Jons Pool, Ckairmaa Sub-Committee, 



Executive Depabtment, Statr op Gkorgia, 

Atlanta, Georgia, Seceniber 2, 1871. 
Silt I In answer to the additional interrogatories submitted by your committee to 
this depattnjent, in your communication of 2:id November, I have the honor to reply, 
1st, I have no means of ascertaining tlie eiMct amonnt of the State debt on the 19tti 
day of January, 1861, the date of Georgia's secession, but on the SWth day of October, 
18^, as appears by the comptroller general's report of that date, the State debt was 
83,(i70,750. The comptroller general's report of aOth October, 1S61, shows the public 
debt to have been at that date $3,68B,750 ; of this amount SSSO.tiCiU was for State de- 
ad. The expenses of the State government for the year 1865, as appears by the report 
of the comptroller general,, lu ado on the 16th of October, 1865, was $11,57^,605.01, but 
as nearlv tne whole of tliie espenditure was in confederate money, the "items" are 
Biipposerf to be unueoessarp. The St-ate expenses foe the year 1866 were SI ,884 ,995.62, 
as (ippears by the following extracts fiom the comptroller general's report of tie 16th 
of October, 1866, viz : 

On acoonntof provisional government $4, .'545 50 

On account of civil establishment, 1864 2,250 00 

On account of eiyil eetablishioeut, 1865 55,926 07 

On account of civil establishment, 1866 59,765 34 

Oa account of contingent fOnd, 1866 i^3,325 04 

Ouuccountof printing fnnd, 1866 - 21,053 40 

On account of subscription to Atlantic and Gulf Railroad 134,500 00 

Fay of officers and members convention, 1865 - 45,396 35 

Pay of officers and members l^islature, 1865-'66 -.. 174, 266 00 

Pay of interest on public debt 4,035 00 

Temporary lonns -■■ . 643,438 83 

Penitentiary, repairs and support of 18,000 00 

Penitentiary, salariee of officers 3,950 00 

Academy of the Blind, support of, 1865 2,500 00 

Aeailcmy of the Blind, support of, 1866 7,000 00 

Academy of the Blind, rooBug building 2,500 00 

Lunatic Asylum, to pay liabirities,18K 20,000 00 

Lunatic Asylum, salary superintendent, 1865 — -- 1,875 00 

Lunatic Asylum, to pay outstanding liabilities, 1865 — — i 3,375 00 

Lnnatic Asylum, to pay officers, 18^ 9,000 00 

Lunatic Asylum, support pauper patients, 1866 38,000 00 

Lunatic Asylum, salary resident physician, 1866 1,250 00 

Geonria University, support of - - 4,000 00 

Repairs on executive mansion 19,061 70 

Repairs on state-honse and gionnds. 5,031 50 

liepairs Western and Atlantic Railroad 383,724 40 

Pay of finance com wittee, ordered by convention 1,000 00 

Pay of finance committee to prepare freedmen's code 500 00 

Purchase of com tor indigent poor 190,000 00 

Miscellaneous appropriations 13,520 50 

Total 1,884,995 69 

3d. The expenses of the Stat* g" ^e'^'«°«''* '"f the year 1867 were 82,689,363.85. During 
the year 1867 there was no meeting of the legislature, and no report was made by tho 
comptroller general, hut the above amonnt is the aggregate of the disbursements of 
the trcttsnrer,- as appeals from the books of tho comptroller ceneral. The following 
are the items taken ftom the books of the comptroller general's office, and constitute 
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the espen^Hnres for the fiscal year commencing the 16th day of October, 1866, and 
eDding the J5th day of October, 1867 : 

Contingent fund $20,379 44 

Printing fund , _ 16,jt34 55 

Special appropriations 867,841 75 

Civil eataillisliment 76,939 49 

Temporary loans 412,898 36 

Public debt I,290,a63 S4 

Overpayments 4, lOG 42 

Total «, 689, 3(13 85 

4t!i. The expenses of the State government for the year 1860, the aggregate amoant 
of wlilch has already been famished, was taken from the comptroller general's report 
tor that year. Tlie items of expenditure are aa follows : 

On account of civil eBtaWismeut, 1859 $17, S70 66 

On account of civO esUblishment, 1860 52,073 6a 

Contingent fund, 1853 6,907 3,) 

Contingent fund, 1860 4,730 32 

Ceneus-taliers, 1859 5, 333 07 

Edneational fund, 1859 t 149,565 00 

Overpayments, 1860 5,905 18 

Printmg fund, 1859 5,274 15 

Printing fund, 1860 , 22,970 25 

Atlantic and Gulf Railroad 250,000 OO 

Mem bora and officers legislature, 1859 115,849 96 

Redemption public debt dne 33,500 00 

Redemption public debt not due 117,000 00 

Interest pabtio debt 204.733 10 

Deaf and Dumb Asylnm, support, 1860 8,0(10 00 

Lunatic Asylum, pauper patients 16, 9S0 62 

Lunatic Asylum, salary saperiutendent 2,2!)0 00 

Lunatic Asylnm, salary officers aud servants 10,000 00 

Lunatic Asylnm, brick and Vail around buildings 3,000 00 

Lunatic Asylum, conimisflioner of buildings iW 00 

Lunatic Asylum, completion of buildings 3,000 00 

Peuiteutiaiy, for bnildinga 15,000 00 

Penitentiary, for provisions 5,000 00 

Peaittintiar J, chaplain's salary 150 00 

Academy for Blind, support of pupils 6,000 00 

Academy for Blind, completion of buildings 10,000 1*0 

Academy for Blind, furniture 4.000 00 

GeorgiaMditary Institute, support of cadets 9,000 00 

Georgia Military Institute, superintendent's salary 2,500 00 

Georgia Military Institute, Professor Brumly 'a salary, 1859 1,500 00 

Geoi^ia Military Institute, pay of trustees, &c 550 00 

Purchase of arms for State 43,801 73 

Howell Cobb's book of forms 13,000 00 

Salaries of codiflersand clerks 10,350 00 

Other miscellaiieous appropriations ., 33, 64H 35 

Total 1,179,110 24 

5th. The date of the first valuation of property in Georgia after tho war was about 
1st of June, 1866, and the total value of the property at that date, as appdaie by tho 
report of comptroller-general, on lOth October, 1S66, was 8222,183,787. 

In conclusion, I regret that I canuotfurnish the reportsfrom which the facts set forth 
in this communication are obt^ned. All tho comptroller general's reports before ti^ 
war seem to have been destroyed, only an occasional copy being found. Reports since 
the war are likewise scarce. There was no report of tlie comptroller genenil in 1867, 
and the items of expenditures for that year are taken flrom the books in IJie comptroUor 
general's of&ce, as before stated- 
All of which is most respectfully su"bmittcd. 

BENJAMIN COKLEY, 

Gm'Smor. 
Hon. Job E, Stevenson, 

AcHtig ChaiTraan of Sab-CmHmiflee, ^c, WasMtiglon, D. C. 
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Litter of the auditor o/Missisaippi. 

OrpicE OP THE Auditor of Public Accoukts, 

Jachson, Misaissippi, November i£7, 1871, 

Shi : In answer to the iuquiriea propounded by the "'Joint Select Committee to in- 
quire iDto the couditioa of the i:ite insuirectionaiy States," dated Washington, Dis- 
trict of Coliunbia, October 9, 1871, 1 would beg leave to submit the following answers 
to Bai<j iiiqairies: 

Anatper to firat inquiry. — The indehtedneaa of this State, as far as can be ascertained, 
on July 1, IStil, was $^0,767.53. This omonnt does not give the full iudebtedness of 
the State at the abore-mentioned date, as I conld not obtain from the treasurer the 
amount of outstanding or unpaid wairanta. 

The indebtedness aC the date of the surrender, in 1863, amounted to $919,767.93. This 
amount does uot include tbe outetanding or unpaid warrants, as none were recognized, 
as per act of the legislature held In 1365. Tbeindebteduessat tbedateororgauixiition, 
under the reconstruction acta, amounted tu tbe sum of $1,177,339,46. Tbe indebted- 
liesB on the 1b( January, 1871, amounted to the sum of #1.791,971.30. This amount in- 
cludes common school fund, dae the several counties, ^%,351,02 ; also, amonut of oer- 
tiflcates of indebtedness issued under act approved June 13, 1670, $418,000. 

Atiawer to eighth inquiry.— Tbe amount of county taxation for 1860 and 1870 varied in 
each county of the State, and is shown by the tabular statements herewith. 

Anewer to ninth (nqniry. ~-Th6 cost of conducting tbe State government for tbe year 
1858 was 1416,843,66 ; for tbe year 1359, $424,943.31, and for tbe year 1860, $517,491,94. 
Interest ou Chickasaw sebool-fund, due the several Chickasaw counties, is not in- 
cluded in the amonot of expenses of government for the years 1S58, 1859, and 1860. 

The cost of conducting the State government for the year 1868 was $438,113.74 ; for 
the year 1869, $352,881.65, and for the year 1870, 8949,6^,42. Interest on Chickasaw 
s(^bool-lnnd, dne the several Chickasaw counties, is not included in the amcmnt of ex- 
penses of government for tbe years 1868, 1869, and 1870. 

A large amount of the expenses of tbe State government for tbe year 1870 waa occa- 
sioned by tbe expenses of the legislature, appropciatious for repairs on State oapitol. 
Lunatic Asylum, and executive mansion, and special executive contingent fund. Those 
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OpfiOE OF Auditor of Public Accounts, 

Jackson, Mississippi, Febraary 6, 1872. 
Sir ; Inclosed herewith please find statement of taxable property in the State of 
Hlseisalppi, aa requested per jonr favor of January 3. 

I regret that this iuforiaation could not have been earlier forwarded, but the press 
of business incident upon the session of the legi^tnre, aud tLe amount of tabor 
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reqiiireil to furnish said statement, have preyeuted, eistj-niDe assessment rolls having 
to be examined before the information could he properly given as requested. 
Yours, very respectfally, 

H. MIISGROVE, 
Auditor Piiblie Acnounti. 
Hon. Job E, STEVEKaox, M. C, 

nashiiigton, D. C. 

Statement showing eatimaif of vahie of iuxable property in the Stale of Wasissippi for tlie 

fiscal years nm, 1870, and 1871. 
Estimated value of taxable property for the fiscal year 1866 $134, 131, 133 00 

This amount does not include tbeootton tax of 1866, of $1 per bale on 
157,500 bales. 

Bate of tasiation for State tas of 1866 was oue-tenthof onepercent., 
or one mill on the doUar. 
Estimated value of the taxable property for tlie fiscal year 1870 160, 000, 000 00 

Kate of taxation for State tax of 1870 was live-t«nths of oiio percent., 
or five mills ou the doUar. 
Estimated valne of taxable property for the fiscal year 1871 150, 000, 000 00 

Rateof taxation for State tax of 1S71 was four-tentlis of one percent., 
or fonr mills ou the dollar. 

LeUer of Mr. Battle. 

Ealeigh, November 15, 1871. 
Sib. At the request of Hons. Messre. Shoher, Waddell, and Manning, I forward to 
yon answers to the printed questions inclosed. 

The time allowed me for preparation is eiiortjbut I hope lam suhstantially ncentate. 
The facts and figures are taken from official docnmenta. Where I give an opinion, 
only, it so stated. 
Truly, yours, 

KEMP P. BATTLE. 
Hon. J. B. Bbck, M. C. 

Anmer to gwealion 1.— 1. On 1st of July, 1861, tho debt of North Carolina 

waa S9,(599,500 

2. At the surrender, in 1865, interest unpaid on this amonnt was, in round 

numbers, (exact amonnt unknown) - - 1,200,000 

Total debt recogniEed July 1, 1865 10,899,500 

Towhichonght to lie added, in whole or in part, 8717,000, bonds to rwlroad companiea 
durinc the war, under acts passed before, but they are omitted because the general 
assembly, since the war, has fiiiled to recognize thom. 
War bonds. — At the surrender, in 1865, there were outstanding, issued for 
"ways and means of defense," and "payment of confederate tax," in 

bonds and treasury notes $18,117,836 

These were declar&d illegal by the conventions of ie65-'66. 

The State treasurer reports that the debt was, on October 1, 1870 28, 773, 045 

This, however, was only the principal; adding interest due and unpaid 

up to January 1, 1871, and we have a total of. - 32,455,205 

The above report, however, does not state all the facts the snb-committee 
seem to desire to know. If the legislation of tho convention of 1958, and 
of tlio general assembly of 1868-'69,had been carried into elfect,the result 
would have been a State debt on January 1, 1871, of 43,000,000 

As appears from the following statement : 
Debt at the inanguration of the State government under the recoustnictiou 

acts 15,799,943 

Increase by convention of 1868 : 

For Chatham Railroad Company 81.200,000 

■Wliliamston and Tarborough Railroad Company 150, 000 

"- ■ n Railroad Company 500,000 

1,850,000 
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Besides, the conventiondireetedaStatciDdorsementof $1000 OtlO for the 

Wilmington, Charlotta and Rutherfoid Kaihoad CompaDy which will 
probalily fall on the State. 

Increase by the general assembly 

For Williamston and Tnrboronji Ejilroad Company $300, 000 

For ChalhaJii Kaiifoiid Compauj 2 000, 000 

WL-stern Nortli Carolina Eailroad Company 000, 000 

■Wilmington, Charlotte and EutherforU Railroad Company 4 000, 000 

Niil'tliweatern North Carolina Kailroad Company 1 4411, 000 

Wtiatern <coal field) Eailroad Company 1 500, 000 

Atluutic, Tuijuesiieo and Ohio Railroid Company 3 000,000 

Eastern and Western Baiiroad Conipanj 2 000, 000 

EdeulMn and Safiblk Baiiroad Company 850,000 

University Railroad Company 300, 000 

«3t,3!)0,000 

Proyiaion was, howeyer,made to retain in the treasury S3,100,000of the above bonds, 
to secure payment by the companies of $720,000, interest in cash or coupons— the first 

fyar, J360,000; ttie second year the provision was not complied with, except to a 
imited esteni^ so that, in round numbers, the effect was to teduce the debt about 
$2,000,000— say nothing of |19^,000 of it 



So that it appears that the legtelation of the convention of 1868 and tl 
general assembly or 186e-'69 was designed to increase the debt of U 

State directly to .' 

Or, adding iutoi-est, in round nnmbers, to January 1, 1871 



An act was likewise passed by the general assembly of 1868-'6!), providinR for 
resumption of payment of iuterest on the public debt, and as the exnense of the Stata 
goyernment had been increased, as hereafter shown, to 8oOO,000, a 



lO 3J^ per cent., (in some counties,) and for State, county, and city purposes, (in si 
cities aud towns,) 4 to 4i per cent. As some counties owe old debts, created for baild- 
ing railroads, the stock of which is nearly worthless, and are being pnshed for payment 
in the courts, the taxation necessary to meet all these demands would have been even 
higher. 

An abortive efibrt was made by the general assembly of lB68-'69 to pay interest on 
the public debt. The wsult was to pay in cash $111,123 for interest maturing October 
1, 1868, after which no more interest was paid on the general public debt. Interest on 
the special-tax bonds to the amount of $208,470 was paid likewise, aftor which the 
State treasDrer, in compliance with a resolution rutilied Janaary 20, 1870, stopped 
payment of all interest. 

Bnt part of the above -contemplated debt was attached on the ground of unconsti- 
tntionality, and the result was that the following were declared void, either directly 
or by the reasoning of the opinion of the supreme court, viz : 

ChalhamEailroadCompany, second issue under act of assembly $2,000,000 

Eastern and Westevn Eailroad Company 2,000,000 

University Eailroad Company 300,000 

Edentonaud Norfolk 850,000 

Total _ 5,150,000 

Koue of which are outstanding, except $350,000, of numbers above 1,200, issued to 
tbe Chatham Eailroad Company under act of assembly. 

Moreover, by act passed by tke geuei'al assembly of 186e-'e9, ratified February 5, 
1870, the officers ol the railroad companies who had on hand unsold bonds were 
directed to return them to the treasury, to the end that they might bo reissued 
under proper safegnards. Under this act the following wore returned : 

By Atlantic, Tennessee and Ohio Railroad Company $1,613,000 

By Northwestern North Carolina Eailroad Company 1,030,000 

Total 1 2,69:1,000 

e Chatham RaOroad 

Ansic^ lo ^eaiimi 2, — In 1861 the State was responsible as indorse! for ouly $300,000, 
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issiieil to the Capo Fear and Deep River Nuvieation Companj-, but, as tbe State had 
uiMumed thia dubt, it is stated as part of the (^,699,500, mentiooed in answer to quea- 
tiuii 1. 

Answer to queetion 3. — In 1861 tJie State was proBpectively liable, as far as can be 
naeertained, contingent on acta to be performed by the companies fur which tlio debt 
was to be created, as follows ; 

Wilmington, Charlotte and Rntberfovd Railroad Company $950, 000 

Western (coal tields) Railroad Company per mile, on certain conditions 10,000 

Western North Qarolioa Railroad Company 2,802,000 

Alliemarle and Cliesapeake Canal Com^iany 300,000 

Answer to queition 4. — 1. No part of the increase of debt, since 1865, arose from " col- 
lateral responsibility," above mentioned. 

2. The increase from tie cftntingent, or prospective responsibility, is as follows : 

Bonds to Wiloiington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad .^loaiOOO 

Bonds to Northwestern North Carolina Railroad Compauy a, 502,000 

Total H, 015, OOP 

3. From funding accrued interest : 

By acconnt,18«6 $2,417,000 

By acconnt, 1868 1,721,400 

Total 4,136,400 

The State has not attempted to. replace anypablic funds lost by the war. 
Answer to giiestion 5.— The items of increase since ISfS are as follows, viz ; 
1. Wilmington, Cbarlotte and Rntherford Railroad Company bonds issued 
prior to the obuvention of 1868 - 8450,000 



These bonds were issued in exchange for thesawe amount, delivered to the company 
in 1862, bnt not used. As they were issued to the company, under acts passed prior to 
1861, and were for building the road, and, as they had not been paid out, the general 
assembly thought proper to autJioiiee the exchange. 
2. Western North Carolina Railroad bonds, dated July 1, 1866, October 1, 

1866, July 1, 1867, and January 1, 1868 82,220,000 

This ijicrease was for the pnroose of completing the road through the Blue Eidge 
Mountains, to connect with the Tennessee line of railways, and was authorized by the 
general assembly prior to the war; in fact, arose ii'om tlie provisions of the original 
charter of the company. 

3. The debt created by funding part-due securities is as follows ; 

Under act of 1866 82,417,400 

Under act of 1868 1,721,400 

Total 4,133,800 

The increase following Is under tlie authority of the convention of 1868, and the gen- 
eral assembly of 1868^^, btith -wbich bodies were elected under the reconstruction 

4. Bonds issued to complete the Chatham Railroad, running Ironi. Raleigh, 
thiough the coal fields of Chatham, to Cheraw and Columbia, Soutii Car- 
olina, by the ordinance of convention of March 11, 1868 51,200,000 

For which 76 republicans and 5 conservatives voted, the convention consisting of 

120 meinbei'S. 

By act of assembly, ratified August 15, 1868, chapter 14, there was author- 
ized to be issued to the Chatham Railroad Company an additional ap- 
propriation of • {3,000,000 

The r&isouB given tar this appropiiation were the necessity of developing the coal 

fields of the Deep River Valley, and of giving railroad fecilities to the counties from 

Deep River to tlie South Carolina line. 

Republicans voting for this act, 83 ; democrats voting for this act, 7, in botli houses. 
TFllUamatonandTa^ioroughJiallroad Company. — Uuderordinanee of convention, ratified 

August 17, 1863, this company was authorized to have, on condition of grading the 

road, $150,000. The vote for thia was, republican, 55 ; democrats, or conservatives, 3. 

The general assembly of 1868-'69, by act ratified August 17, 1868, authorized the issue 
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to tiiia company of $300,000, to eaaljlctbo company to grade, &,o., the road. Eopubli- 
cans for, in senate and house, 83 ; democrats, or conservatives, 7, in botli lioiises. 

IFestera {coal Jklds) Bailroad Campatty. (A. J. Jones, president. )~-Bj act ratified 
February 3, 1869, $3,000,000 were antborizeii to be iBaned to tbia company. Eepubli- 
cuLisfor, &e.,85; democrats, or conservatives, for, 8, in botli booses. 

IVeatei-n Xorth Carolina Railroad Componv.— By act raliSed January 29, 1869, eastern 
a tid western divisions, $7,000,000. Republicans for, 79; conservatives and democrats 
for, 15, in both houses. 

Tliere were several acts in. regard to this company ; the above is tbe final result. 

Jtlaiilia, Tennessee and Ohio Mailroad Comjwwj).— Act raliSed February 3, 1869 ; 
8:^,000,000 appropriated. Eepublioane for, 63 ; conservativeB and democrats for, 13, in 
both liouses. 

Act to authorize the construction of a railroad through the counties of Granville, 
&c,, sometimes called Eastern and Western Eailroad, ratified March 24, 1869. (Pro- 
noauced imconBtitntional by tho supreme court.) Vote in house of representatives: 
Eepubiicans for, 40; conservatives and democrats for. 6. I cannot lay bauds on tbe 
senate vote. 

Edeatoa mi Suffolk Railroad.— Aeb ratified April 8, 1869. Appropriates $850,000. 
(Unconstitutional.) Republicans for, 63 ; conservatives and democrats for, 11, in both 

UniverHly Railroad.— kut ratified January 30, 1869. Appropriates 8300,000. (Unc 



stitntibnal.) Republicans for, 64 ; couaervativea and democrats for, 9, in both houses. 

NoTlliwesUm North Carolina Eaiiroad drnpany. — Ratified February 3,1869. Appro- 
priates $1,440,000 directly, and more on conditions. Republicans for, 75 ; conservatives 
and democrats for, 10, in both bouses. 

Wilmington, Charlotte and Batker/ord Railroad Company. — Appropriates $3,000,000. 
Act ratified Jaonary 39. 1869. Republicans for, 39; conservatives and democrats for, 
15. The reason giveu for tjie above appropriatious was tbe necessity to develop the 
resources of the State. 

PeaitenUars on J>egt River. — $100,000 issued. (Decided unconstitutional.) Republi- 
cans for, 80; conservatives and democrats for, 3, in both houses. Advocated on 
account of water-power convenient, centrality of position, &c. 

Ansieer to question G. — 1. Sinldng fund. — The commissioners reported December 5, I860, 
$457,000. This was invested in bonds of the State. During the war tiiey were sold 
by the commissioners, and the proceed reinvested in North Carolina State'8 per cent, 
bonds, issued during the war at a large profit- 
Besides, during the war, the interest of this fund, and alMdividendsof railroad com- 
panies paid into the same, were likewise invested in North Carolina bouds, issued 
during the war. Since the close of the war this whole sinking fund, amounting to 
$2,372,500, has been treated aa valpeless, the legislatures and the courts regarding the 
bonds as tainted with rebellion and void. 

2. JAleranj fund,— For this support of common schools, stocks in bonds lost by the 
result of the war, repudiation of bonds of tlie State issued during the war, failure of 
debtors, &c., &c., $1,047,100. 

There were bonds of individuals, not of considerable amount, lost by tbe result of 
the war, but not by the defimlt of the State officials or agents, say not oxceediug. 

The stock held by this fund, viz : Washington and Weldon Railroad Company, $400,000; 
Wilmiugton and Manchester Railroad Company, ^0,000 ; Cape Fear Navigation 
Company, $32,500, remained after the war, and were sold by autiiority of tbe general 
assembly of ie*i3-'b'9, through the board of education of lS68-'69, as foDows : 

Wilmington and Weldon Railroad stock, $400,000, for $140,000 

Wilmington and MancheBter$a00,00O, for 10,000 

Cape Fear Navigation Company, $32,500, for 3,250 

$153,250 

Ayiawer to qaeslion 7. — This question can only be satisfactorily answered by tho re- 

eirt of committee on frauds, consisting of Attorney General Shipp and Jlessrs. J. G. 
orton and J. B. Batchilor, appointed by tbe general assembly of 1870-71, and who 
have been taking evidence since May, 13TI. 

It is admitted that from $10,000,000 to $12,000,000 have been lost by the misman^e- 
meut or wastefulness in unfortunate speculations of railroad officers. 

Answer toqaeatioa 8. — County tosation for 1860, $5ft4,833 ; county taxation for 1870, 
$954,111. (The tases of 9 counties of 1870 are estimated by avernging tbe rest, there 
being no return from tbem.) 

Answer to qaestion9.-^AveTa.ge cost of conducting State government in 185B-'59-'60, 
excluding interest on public debt, $137,977. Average cost for 18ti8-'69-'70, exciudiiijj 
Interest, and$74,000for building penitentiary as being of a permanent iiatni-e, $576,738. 

Anticer to questiOH 10. — Part <n' the additional expense arose fi;om tbe constitution of 
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1668 requiringmore officers than theoH constitution: part arose from higher salaries ; 
part from extravagance in some of the ofl3cerB; part&om longer soseiou of tho general 
assembly, and larger per diem and mileage. In 1863 (in which year tho expenses were 
less tlian the average, viz, #408,941,) there was a convention held, aud there waa none 
in 185B-'60. In 1870 the militia cost $74,742. Tliei-e was no such expenee in 1858-'60. 
The 1arf(er part of the increase was froni high salaries, taote officers, and wastefulness. 

Anawer to qaeation 11. — There were iio changes from 1861 to the surrender in 1865. 
NoQe from the surrender to the inanguration of the present government ; since, regis- 
tration iif voters is required. Another change was the forbidding challenges of voters 
on the day of election. A third was requiring all tho candidates to be voted for in the 
same ticket and in the same box. The present general assembly has changed these 
two last particulars. 

Aasurer to question 12. — let, Eegistration was deemed advisable in order to prevent 
from voting those cxclnded from the right by recent amendments to the constitution. 

•2A. Republicans say it is right to prevent challenges on the day of the election, 
because, otherwise, colored people would bo intimidated or excluded from votinc by 
the delays caused by fi:eqaent oballenges. The democrats say the object and effect 
were to increase the colored vote unfairly. Their exact ages are seldom known for 
obvious reasons, and it is chai^d that many nuder twenty-one years of age have 
voted : also that colored men have voted under different names. 

3d. Eepublicans say that condidates shonld be voted for on the same ballot,. in the 
same box, because the colored men are ignorant, and unable to read, aud the chances 
of imposition are diminished. The other party contend tbat the object is to prevent 
them from choosing between candidates ; that they considered themselves bonnd by 
their duties to the League and other causes to vote tho republican ticket ; and that 
they were taught by canning party leaders that each ticket could not be altered. 

Aiigyner to guestion 13,— So far as my personal observation extends, I think that the 
effect of the foregoing changes has been to keep the colored people in a body and un- 
willing to vote for any but the tegular nominees. In other words, they almost nniver- 
sally accepted a printed ballot — printeii so as to be easily distinguished— and voted it 
withoat knowing, or oaring to know, what names were on it ; and I think it altogether 
probable that colored boys under twenty-one years of age have often voted. 



Davidson Collboe, Koveaibur 21, 1871. 
Dear Sir: Before finishing the answers to the questions of the sab-committee, I 
received notice of the extreme sickness of the hnsband of a near relative, the Kev. Dr. 
Phillips, of this place. Ideeraeditproper tocomehOTeby the next train. Hence, I was 
compelled to complete my answer in great haste. In doing so, it occurs to me that I may 
baveomitted to stote that the University of North Carolinalostitsiiidorsenientoft200,OC« 
stock in the bank of North Carolina by the failure of the bank. This should be stated, 
because its omission wonid cause a charge of unfairness in my answer, which chaise 
would not betrne. I maybave stated this. I had it inmymind todoso; but, forfear, 
T a:,j „^j^ j ^ju thank yon to examine the answer, and add the above if necessary. 



KEMP P. BATTLE. 



Utter of Hon. E. K. Saitt. 

State of SOUTH Carouna, Executive Department, 

Columbia, September 20, 1871. 

Sir : The delay attending the preparation of this report has, to a great extent, been 
Qua voidable, and while many may question the interference on the part of the General 
Government with the financial amiirs of a State, I am not disposed to question either 
the authority or propriety of such action. 

As there has been a persistent and seemingly systematic attempt to pervert and 
misrepresent the financial condition of South Carolina, I am gratified at the opportu- 
nity presented by your inquiries of dissipating errors and misrepresentations by a 
iormal reply to a communication from sneh an {inthoritative source, aud bog to submit 
the following: 
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Statement ofpailic debt of the Stale of South Carolina. 

Amonnt of bonded deM that exisWd prior to the war , 

Amount of issne of the bank of the State ciroulated previous to the war. 
State bfliag liable tJierefor 

Amonnt of accumulated claims against the State tmld by sheriffs, coro- 
ners, magistrates, charitable institntioDs, &c., incurred by pievions 
admloistratioDS, and paid b; the pieseot State government 

Amount of bills lecuivable redeemed by present adminlstcation, incurred 
by provisional government 

Amount of past-due principal and interest, accruing duting and after the 
war, to July 1, 1869, the time when tiie present State government 
commeaced to collect taxes and pay Interest 



Bonded debt creati^ by the pronUiimal government. 

Bonds issnecl in funding past-due ptiucipal and interest under acts 

September and December, 1966 $1,011,873 94 

Bonds issued for new State-house, act of December, 186G 11,600 00 



54,046,540 16 


1,258,550 00 


435,227 00 


500,000 00 


1,923,122 94 


S, 163, 440 10 



issued for redemption bills receivable, act of August, 1868 §500,000 00 

issued for payment interest on public debt, act of August, 1868.. 1,000,000 00 

issoedforfimdiugbillsbankof State, act of September, 1868 l,iJ58,550 00 

issuedforrcliefof thetreasury,actotFebniaTy,1869 1,000,000 00 



Eea^itulation of bonded debt. 

Amount of bonded debt existing prior to the war #4,046,540 16 

Anioant of bonds issued by provLsionai goveriiment 1,023,473 04 

Amount of bonds issued by present administration 4,45S,550 00 



During the present fiscal year the bonded debt has been reduced by pay- 
ment of bonds due July 1, 1871, amounting to $250,000 00 

Amount of bonds held by eiukiiig fund 100,000 00 

Statemeatoflondsand stocks iasaed by tite State duHng the rehelHon, outstanding October I, 
1866. 

Six per cent, bonds for military defense, issued under act of December, 

1860; balance unpaid..'. $239,200 00 

Seven per cent, bonds for military defense, issued under act of January, 

1861..... 191,150 00 

Seven per cent stock for military defense, issued under act of December, 

1861, to amend an act oi January, 1861 396,780 00 

Seven percent, stock for military defense, issued under act of December, 

1861 1,5W,710 00 

2,241,840 00 
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Contingent UahiUtUs of the SlateofSi 



ing/TO, 



IS indorsement of railroad 



SoHth CaroliDa Biutroad bonds, payable ii 



S, secured by first mort- 
.869, aecured. by first 
1 I877,secured by first 
1 18S9, secared by first 
Q 1878-79, secured by 



$93,312 40 
92,000 00 
505,000 00 
945,750 00 
350,000 00 



Nortbeastem Railroad bonds, payable Marcb 1, 

mortgage. 

Charlestou and Savannah Railroad bonds, payable 

mortgage. 

Cliarleeton and Savannah Railroad bonds, payable 

mortjpiBe 

Spart«nbarghandUnion Railroad bonds, payable 

it rat mortgage 

Greenville andCohimbia Railroad bonds and certificates of indebtedness, 

payable in I881-'82-'83-'8i), secured by first mortgage 1 , 426, 545 80 

Blue Eidge KaUi-oad bonds nnder act of 1868 4,000,000 00 

15,712,608 20 

The original amount of indorsement for the South Carolina Railroad was 82,093,312.40 ; 
([3,000,000 of which has since been redeemed by the railroad company. 

The indorsement of the Lanrens Railroad amonntcd to $15,000. This road haa gone 
into bankruptcy, and the State is fully seenred. 

The Blue Eidgo road is as yet nuflniabed, bnt in a rapid course of completion, and 
none of the bonds have yet been put on the market. 

In the event of any of the above roads failing to meet the interest on the guaranteed 
bonds, the State is perfectly secure, from the fact that theirou alone ou the roads would 
sell for more than sufficient to indemnify the State against any loss, were it put np at 
public auction. 





ExMUl of taxes, State of Sguth Carolina, for year 1860. 




S.B«u.ft^.,... 


KetarDS. 


Rat=«oft.x.Uo„ 


Taaea. 






385,683 
826,383,80100 

17,287,500 00 

466,944 00 
S^ 700 00 

4] 651 76 


Si .26 per capita. 
13.00 peroopita. 
aSceDtaperllOO 
90 cents psrIlOO 

3£centspertliw 
»a valorem. 








k:S;j 












ggg 






















tl.3D per tlOO lul 

40 cents per IIOO 

Hpercent 

40 cents per JIOO 








46 473 79 


G^^^U^Zl 




■ i'bmob 








370 13 





























The above exhibit shows the revenue collected in 1860, in addition to which the fol- 
lowing were subject to tax, from which no revenue appears to have been derived : 
Circns and stage employments, $20 per day. 
Moneys at iaterestj one-tenth of 1 per cent. 
Commercial agencies, J1.50 on every SlOO of gross receipts. 
Playing-cards, 13 cents per pack ; biUiard-tables, S15, 
Salaries over 8500, (except officers of the Army and Navy,) 1 per cent. 
Valuation of slaves in 1860, about $134,991,150, 
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Present tuhjeets of taxation in State of Soatli Carolina. 

Real estate. 

Live stoct. 

Pianofortes, melodeotis, or cabinet organs. 

Pleosnre-curriftgesfwagoDB, carts, and otlier vehicles. 

Gold aod silver watches ; value of gold and silver j)late. 

Value of goods, morehandise, moneys, and credits pertaining to business as a mer- 
chant during tbe year or part thereof ending the 1st day of July. 

Value of materials received, nsed, oipiovided to be used, ia business as a manufac- 
turer during the year or part thereof ending the 1st day of July. 

Value of all machinery, engines, tools, fixtures and implements used, or provided for 
use, in business as a manufacturer durine the year or part thereof ending the Ist day 
of July, and of all manufactured articles on hand one year or more previous to that 

Value of moneys, including bank-bills and circulating notes. 

Value of credlra over l^al indebtedness. 

Value of investmenta in the stock of any company or corporation ont of this State, 
except national banks. 

VMue of investments in bonds, except bonds of the United Statesaad of thib State 
expressly exempt from tasation. 

Annual value of all leaeea except permanent leases. 

Value of all other property, including household furniture. 

It will be observed that the system of collecting taxes has been entirely changed by 
the present administration, namely : instead of taxing specialties, as in the former plan, 
they are now levied ad valortm. 

In addition to the above subjects of taxation, the phosphate mining companies pay to 
the State a royalty of SI per ton for every ton of phosphatic rock or phosphatic de- 
posit rained in the river and streams of the sea^boatd. (See acts Nos. 275 and 417.) 

Slalenient of a. 

Totaltaxation 1S68 : Eate of taxation, 7i mills ; county, 3 mOla $1,338,742 19 

Total amount collected 1,163,053 28 

Total appropriations'for the year 1868, exelnsive of interest on public 

debt, for -which no appropriation was made 817,968 29 

Total taxation 1869: Eate of taxation. State, 5 mills; connty, 3 miils.. 1,014,901 83 

Total amount collected. ^ 766,736 08 

Total appropriations for the year 1869, including interest on public 

debt 1,191,805 09 

Total taxation for 1870; Rate of taxation. State, 9miUa: county, 3 

mills 1,670,063 66 

Totalamount collected 1,H6,037 08 

Total appropriations for the yeai 1S70...,, 1,604,053 54 

Taxation for 1871 : Bate, State, 7 mills; county, 3 mills. 

Taxes not yet levied or collected for this year. 

Eegaiding county debts, there are nO means of ascertaining the amounts. 

E^erence to laics creating pabUc debt 

An act to provide for the funding of the interest and principal of certain stocks and 
bonds of the State past due, approved September 21, 1866, and act supplementary 
thereto, approved December 20, 1866. 

An act to authorize a loan to redeem certain obli (Rations known as the " Bills receiva- 
ble of the State of South Carolina." Act Kb. 13, page 17, approved August SB, 1868. 

An act to authorize a State loan to pay interest on the public debt. Act No. 14, page 
18, approved August 26, 1868. 

An act lo close the operations of the Bank of the State of South Carolina. Act No. 
17, page 21, approved September 15, 1868. 

AJi act to authorize a Man for the relief of tbe treasury. Act No. 102, page 182, ap- 
proved February 17, 1860. 

An act to provide for the appointment of a laud commissioner and to define his 
powers and duties. Act No. 186, page 275, approved March 27, 1869. 

An act to amend an act entitled " Ad act to provide for the appoiutment of a land 
oommisaioner and to define his powers and duties," and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned. Act No. 278, page 385, approved March 1, 1870. 

All act to "provide for the conversion of State secnritiea." Act No. 159, page 241, 
approved March 23, 1869. 
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Mucb of tho original debt of the State consisted of registered stock; both this 
stock and the old issue of bonds of the Stat-e, together with the bouds issued »inee the 
wur, have been converted into these bonds by the holders under this act, the original 
BTock and bonds hftving been returned to the treasury and canceled, leaving upon the 
niurkeC a mor^ uniform class of bonds. 

An act to create n debt of tho State of South Carolina, to be kSown as the sterling 
ftmded debt ; the same, or the proceeds thereof, to be exclnsivel; nsed in exchangB for 
or in payment of the existing pablic debt of said State. Act No. 377, page 616, ap- 
proved March?, 1S71. 

This loan was authorized by tho legislaturo for the purpose of funding snch portion 
of the debt due or coming dutf. Up to the present time it has not been found neces- 
sary to put any of this loan on the market. It is not intended in this act t« enlarge, 
but simply to replace tho existing State debt. 

Other etataies requested. 

An act providing for tho assessment and taxation of property. Act No. 92, page 97, 
approved September 15, 1S6B. Ameudiuents thereto, pages 301, 366, 619, 623. 

An act to determine the manner of collecting taxes past due, assessed under the late 
proYiBional and military government of South Carolina. Act 189, page 300, approved 
December 16, 1869. 

An act providing for the nest general election and the manner of conducting fho 
same. Act No. 69, page 138, approved September 29, 1868. 

While the spirit and intent of this law was as honestly and fairly carried out as the 
election law in any other State, yet it must bo admitted that an improvement can be 
made in the time fixed for counting the ballots. Experience has taught that ten days 
is too long a period from the day the election is held tiU the time the ballots are 
counted by the commissioners of elections. This change will unquestionably be made 
at the next session of the legislature, and thereby close the door to the charge that the 
law gives an opportunity to tamper with the ballot-boxes during this interval of ten 

An act to grant to certain persons named therein, and their associates, the right to 
dig and mine in tlie beds of the navigable streams and waters of the State of South 
Carolina, for phospate rooks and phosphatic deposits. Act No. 275, page 381, March 1, 
1870. 

Aq act to charter the Soatb Carolina Phosphate and Phosphatic River Mining Com- 
pany, in the State of South Carolina, and to grant to certain persons therein named, 
and their associates, the tight to dig and mine in the beds of the navigable streams 
and waters of the State ot South Carolina, for phosphate rocks and ^ospTiatic do- 



HaTiog thus submitted a ft:ll st^atemeut of the State debt, and other subjects con- 
nected therewith, embraced in yonr circular, I deem it not inappropriate to the occa- 
sion to refer to the present state of affairs in this State, and snggest the cause, to a 
certain extent, of our present unsettled condition. I do not desire to arraign any class 
of citizens as being guilty of an intention to obstruct tha execution of the laws, but 
a vague and undennable apprehension exists in the minds of certain classes of oar 
popaiation, created, no doubt, by the many extravagant rumors pnt in circulation by 
interested parties. This apprehension is one of alarm, particularly to those nnac- 
qnainted with the. machinery of politics and finance, and creates In their mind a dread 
of some great evil to come to the State, either by an increase of the State debt, enor- 
mous assessment of taxes, over-issue of bonds, or other calamities to them unknown. 
This impression has been fostered by those interested in keeping ap the feeling of dis- 
satisfaction. 

It will be seen from the assessment and collection of taxes that the amounts are no- 
greater than prior to the war. Previous to reconstruction a large amount of capital of- 
the State was invested in the Bank of the State, and the profits of this iustitution 
were used to support the State government. 

Money was loaned to the planter, merchant, and business man, and the pereents-go 
thus donved went to sustain themachinery of government ; now these men are com- 
pelled to pay their tax direct, instead of by a percentage to the Bank of tho State. In 
all eommanities the subject of taxation is one which operates on all classes with the 
liveliest feelings of alarm, and more particularly is this the case in communities where 
the land-holder baa been, until recently, comparatively exempt from the visitations of 
the tax-gatherer. 

I am constrained, to believe that much of the turbulence and disorder in the State 
has arisen from the apprehension of people who put too much confidence in rumor. 
Wild and exaggerated stories of comiptiou and extravagance on the part of the State 
government have been put in circulation, in the hope, no doobt, of dogging tho wheels 
of government. These reports hav^ created a want of confidence on the part of those 
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who hold OHr secnrities, and have operated against the credit of the State. A hetter 
feeling, however, begius to prevail, and I am gratified in saving that at the present 
time atl parties seem to be read; to lay aside political differences, investigate, and ac- 
eejit the trutb, instead of rumor. 

With such a cuuuitiou of affairs I am convinced that the futare must inspire confi- 
deuot! botb at homo and abroad, and that, our citizens will feel that tile best iuteresta 
of the State will be sabserved by a cordial co-operation of every claas ; and the oft- 
repeateU rumor of the disposition of auy party to repndiate any portion of the debt 
created is without fonudatioD, as a rolereuoe to the proceedings of the tax-payers' 
eooveutiou held in tliia city. May 9, 1871, (a copy of which is forwarded,) comprising 
among ita members the most intelligent and prominent men of the State, whose iufiu- 
euce in this direction would be potent for either good or evil, having pledged them- 
seires in that convention to hold sacred the obligations of the State, as a careful in- 
vestigation satisfied them that no snoh extravagance or increase of the State debt had. 
taken place in the administration of its finances as to justify a conditional threat in 
that direction, should a change of administration place them in control of affairs; in- 
deed, if auy feeling is more dominant than another on the part of the tax-payers it ia 
that the debt, amounting to 1^241,840, created during the war, should also be held as 
aaaci'ed obligation. 

While it is a recognized right of the tax-payer to complain of the burdens of taxa- 
tion and the poverty of the people, yet it ia a fact, patent to observation, that the an- 
nual increase of the staple products of the State, the value of property, and the accu- 
hmlating wealth of the citizen are so largely added each year to the ability of the 
people to meet their obligations that very soon our present State debt wilt be looked 
npou as a comparatively inconsiderable sum. 

The immense wealth to be derived from phosphate rock alone, in the rivers and inlets 
of the sea- board, is sufficient in itself, if properly cared for, to meet the entire expenses 
of the State government. 

I desire, in conclusion, to oall youi' attention to the fact that the annual appropria- 
tions to meet the expenses of the State government average less than one inilhon and 
a half of dollars, which is collected from every species of property, both real and per- 
sonal, and yet the Federal Ooverument has collected fo)m our citizens annually nearly 
double that amount, while the sonrce from which this revenue is derived is limited to 
a few snl^eots of taxation, and therefore confined to a very small number of tax- 
payers. I merely refer to this subject to iilustrate the fact that onr people do not 
differ from the people of other commonwealths, and that the complaint of taxation is 
a common one to alt eommunities and to all people. 
I remain, very respeettully, 

EOBEET K. SCOTT, 

Oovemm: 

Hon. John Scorr, 

CJiairmaa Jomi ftUd Committee to inquire into thi 

condition of the late iamn-ectioaary States, WmMngton, D. C. 



State oi' Socth Cakouna, Exkcotivb Department, 

Columbia, November 13, JS71. 
Sir : In reply to your circular of the 9th ultimo I beg to submit the following ; 
Actual indebtedness in 18«1, $5,305,090.16, itemized as under : 

Bonded debt , (4,046,540 16 

Billa of bank of the State issued priorto 1861, State being liable there- 
for, and redeemed by present administration , 1,258,550 00 

.5,305,090 16 

Actual indebtedness in 1665, $6,316,904, 10, itemized as under : 

Accrued interest 



Being repudiated war-debt. . 
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Actual indebtedness in 1868, 18,174,040.10, itemizetl aa under : 

$6, 316, 964 ID 

Acoumnlated claima agaufat the State 435, S3i 00 

Bills receivable... 500,000 00 

Aocraed interest 910,249 Oti 

Sew Stolo-liouse 11,600 00 

8,174,040 10 

Actual indebtedneae iu 1871, 39,528,564.10. 

Under acts of Auj^uat, 1868, (fur the payment of interest, |],000,000,) and February, 
1869, for the relief ot the Ireaaury, 31,000,000,) the authority was given to raise the aum 
of fa,000,OI)0 by the hypothecation of coupon bonds of the State. It whh believed at 
the time that the loan cou"-3 be effected at nearly par, but owing to the combined in- 
fluence of thoae wlio determined to make the financial affairs of tue State a failure the 
bonds could only be placed at very depreciated rates, the consequence of which was 
tlte hypothecation of a larger amount of bonds to raise the required sum to liquidate 
the legacy of debt left by former adminiatrationa. For this reason the nest statement 
of the State debt, whicli will be shortly made by the treasurer, will undoubtedly plaee 
the amount between eleven and twelre millions. 

I desire it to be distinctly understoood that this loan of (2,000,000 was e£Cected to 
pay debts that had accrued before the advent of the preaent State government, and 
that whatever increase in the State indebtedness that has occurred results froni no 
miamanagement of iinances during iny adminiatration, but Irom the persistent efforts 
of those who desire to break it down by financial embarrassment. 

Eesponsibilility of the State as indoraer, in ItiCl, $4,060,783.61; indorsement on rail- 
road bonds. 
Query No. 3. — No data. 

Qaei-y J*ro. 4.— Bills of the bank of the State $l,25e,!>50 00 

Claims accumulated 435, '227 00 

Bills receivable .- 500,000 00 

Past-due interest 1,932,122 94 

New State-house 11,600 00 

Bonded debt created by provisional government ; 
Bonds issued in funding paat^uo principal and interest, acts September 

and December, 1866 Si, Oil, 873 94 

Bonds issued for new State-house, act December, 1866 11,600 00 



1,0U3,473 94 



Bonded debt created by present ailministration to provide foe payment of liabilities 
existing in 1868; 

Bonds issued for redemption bills Vote. — Ayes: house, 94 republican; 

receivable, act August, 1868,... $500,000 senate, 20 republican and 1 demo- 

crat. Nays : house, 12 democrat ; 
senate, 3 democrat and 1 re- 
publican. 
Fute.— Ayes: house, 94 repiiblican; 
, 000 senate, 20 republican and 2 demo- 

crat. Nays : bouse, 12 democrat ; 
senate, 1 democrat aud 1 re- 

Bonds issued for funding bills Fote.— Ayes: house, 66 republican ; 

bank of State, act September, senate, 90 republican and 2 denio- 

1868 1,258,550 crat. Nays: house, 15repubMcan 

and 8 democrat: senate, 3 demo- 
crat and I republican. 
Voie. — Ayes ; house, 74 republican ; 
, 000 senate, 16 republican and 1 demo- 

crat. Nays : house, 13 republican 

3,758,550 and 11 democrat. 

The main reason for the necessity of the passage of these taws was the consolidation 
of the State debt. 

Query 6.— For loss-during rebellion, no data. 

Query 1. — No couaiderable loss from defalcation, fraud, or otherwise. 

^Kury e.— State had no control of county tases in 1860. County tax in 1870, 3 mills. 

Qavts 9. — Average coat of conducting the State government taken&om the appropria- 
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tion bills 1808, 1859, 1860, was $883,397, not including interest on public debt, for which 
no appropriation was made. Average cost 1868, 1869, 1870, $1,904,603. 

Trom 1858 to I860, no appropriation for interest on pnblio debt was incladed, an tlie 
State financea were manipulated throngh the Iwink of the State, which daring tho 
year 1860 paid, for acconnt of the State abont $400,000, and fWim these facts it is im- 
possible to arrive at an; positive figures of the actual expenses of the State. 

Under the administration of the present State government the excess over former 
expenses is accounted for by tho fsust that the iaterest on the public debt is included 
in the appropriations, and the number of citizens to be legislated for is over three 
times the population under the old riSgime; tho consequence of which is an. increased 
expenditure for current expenses, such as education, administration of justice, State 
and county officers. 

Qiieri) 11. — No material change was made in tho manner of conducting elections up to 
the time of the inaugdration of the present government, with the exception of the 
elections of 1866 and 1868, being under military control. Under the old law the repre- 
sentation was equally divided between properiiy and population. In the lower portion 
of the State, parishes that only polled from three to six votes were entitled to repre- 
sentation. 

The changes in the election law now in force were necessitated — 1st, nnder tlie solu- 
tion of the universal suffrage question ; 2d, to afford snch protection to the voter as 
would enable him to cast his ballot without fear orfavor. The onl^ weak point th 
is the roteurion of the balloUboses by the commissionere of elections for ten d y p 
vious to the counting of the ballots; but this was obviated at the last gener lit 
by the sealing of the ballot-boxes by a coiumittee composed of both politic 1 p t 
which remained unbroken until the counting thereof, which was done in th p 
of the eommittoo. This objection will, no doubt, be rectified by the coming g ! 

assembly, and thereby exclude the charge made by the opposition of fraud allj 
made by a defeated party. 

I am, sir, very respeotftilly, your obedient servant, 

KOBEET K. SCOTT, 

Hon. John Pool, 

Umted States Senate, Chairman of the Sub-CommitUe of 
Joint SeUcl Committee to iaguire into the condition of the late insttrreclionary States. 



Letter of Altoraes General. 

Office of the Atioemey Gbsebal, 

Colavibia, South Carolina, Novenibei' 23, 1871; 

Dear Sir : The following is in reply to your communication of November 31, in ref- 
erence to the relations of the State of South Carolina to the Blue Kidge Railroad.Com- 
pany. 

lu 1854, under an act of the legislature, entitled "An act to anthorlze aid to tbe Blue 
Ridge Railroad in South Carolina," a subscription to the stock of the Blue Ridge Rail- 
road Company, to the amount of f 1,500,000, by the Stale, was authorisied, and the gov- 
ernor of the State was authorized and directed to pay for the same in bonds of tlie 
State at par. 

Of the amount of the subscription thus authorized only one million, was then sub- 
scribed and taken by the State, and this amount of stock was paid for by an issue of 
State bonds to tbe amount of one million dollars. 

In 1869, under the provisiouB of the same act, the subscription of the State waa in- 
creased $310,000, making in all a subscription of 81,310,000, tor the payment of which 
an equal amount of State bonds were issued. 

In 1868, under an act, entitled "An act to authorize additional aid to the Blue Ridge 
Kailroad Company in South Carolina," the State authorized the indorsement of the 
guarariteo of Uie State upon four millions of the bonds of the Blue Ridge Railroad 
Company, providing that out of the proceeds of the said four millions of bonds the 
company should first pay its existing bonded debt of about $300,000. This act further 
enacted a statutory lieo for the benefit of the State to indemnify it (gainst the guair 
autee upon the four millions of bonds. At the same time the company made a volun- 
tary mortgage of the entire property of the company in the States of South Carolina, 
North Garoiiua, Georgia, and Tennesseo, for the security of the holders of the bonds 
guaranteed under Jhe act of 1868, already referred to. 

Thus matters stood in the beginning of 1871. There waa a small bonded debt of 

about $300,000, secured by first mortgage upon the entire property of the company ; 

next an issue of tour millions of bonds indorsed by the State, for which the State held, 

as indemnity, the statutory lieu upon that portion of the road lying in the State of 

23b 
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South Carolina ; and, finally, a mortgage npon the entire property of the company in 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Gieoi'gia, and Tennessee, for the further security of the 
holders of the bonds guaranteed under the act of 186S. 

At that time ooue of the honds guaranteed under tho act of 18G8 had heen ncgo- 
tiitted, nor had the coudltion that the bonded debt of about $300,000 should be paid 
heen complied -with. 

In 1871, by an not entitled "An act to promote the consolidafrion of tho Greenville 
and Colnmhia Railroad Company and tho Bluo Eidge Eailroad Company," the State 
■waived her statutory lien upon het property of the company in South Carolina in 
favor of the voluntary mortgage heretofore referred to, making the latter mortgage, 
which had hitherto been a eobsequent mortgage to that of the State, a prior mortage. 

This is the present condition of the relations of the State to this company. There 
now esiatS a bonded debt of the company amounting to ahout $300,000, which is the 
first incumbrance upon the property of the road ; next conKs a mortgage of the 
entire property of the company, in all the States in which their road lies, for tho seon- 
rity of the bonds issned under the act of 1368 ; and nest the statutory lien of the State 
for ita indemnity against tjie guarantee of the four millions of bonds authorized by 
the act of 1868. 

All of the four million of honds issued under the act of 1868, and guaranteed by 
the State, are now in the hands of the company and have not been negotiated. 
Whenever they shall be negotiated, the first mortgage upon the property of the com- 
pany for about 8300,000 will be paid, and the mortgage for the benefit of the bond- 
holders will become the first incumbrance, and the statutory lien of the State wUI 
become the second incumbrance npon the property of the company. 

It should be added, for information, that during the present year the State has also 
sold the stock which it had aciuired — as above explained — in that company, amount- 
ing to 81,310,000, to private parties, who now hold it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. H, CHAMBERLAIN, 
Atlorney General South CaroUiia. 

Hon. John Pool, Chairman Suh-Crnnndttm, Washington, D. C. 



Letter of the ci^ treasurer of Charleston. 
City Tgbastjby, Ckarkiton, South Carolina, February 15, 1872. 
Deak Sir : The appraised valno of real property in our city ; 1860, ^25,090,000 ; 1866, 
$16,121,200; 1871, 1^,653,885. The iuterveniug years from 1860 to 1866, statements 
were destroyed during the war. The diffiarence in value of those years was amount 
destroyed by the fire and the war. 
Very respectfully , 

S. THOMAS, Cily Treasurer. 
Hon. J. E, SrEVEifsON, Washington, D. C. 

Letter of the Beoretarg of state of Texas. 

Washington, D. C-, January^, 1873. 
Sir l In compliance with your request. I will try to give you the information you de- 
sire concerning Tesas. 

SUBSUlIES TO liAILHOADS. 

Texas has ^reed to subsidize two railroads, to wit : the International, and the Texas 
Pacific and TranscoutinentaL Both these anbeidies are in the shape of sqnare-out gifts. 
To the International $10,000 per mile for completed sections of road. When this road 
is built, according to its charter, from a point opposite Fnlton, Arkansas, where it 
makes junction with the Fulton and Cairo Railroad, the git^from tbc State will amount 
to about 85,500,000. 

To the Texas Pacific and Transcontinental, to aid the construction of two lines of 
railroad, making a junction upon the western border of the State, 86,000,000. This sub- 
sidy can be exchanged for lands. 

The State owns about ninety millions acres of lands, which it is proposed, by amend- 
niont to the State constitution, to open to donation to public improvements. 

other bailboahs. 

Besides the two roads mentioned, two other important lines are rapidly approaching 
our State, to wit, the road lioni New Orleans, and the Missouri, Kansas and Texas 
Eailroad. 
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The agricnltnral reports ought to foroiBli yon with the cattle and wool statistics. In 
looking oyer the report for loiO I notico the number of cattle put down at about three 
inillioua. I am certain a careful computation will show over five millions. Aiiout 
■wool I am not posted. I know that its production is largely on. the increase, and the 
adaptability and capacity of the State for wool-growing is nalimited. 



Besides heingagreatoattloandeSieepcoiintry, otherresources should notb f gott n 
Texas has a larger area of laud capable ol producing wheat and the oth small 
grains than California. 

Texas is one of if not the first cotton-prodnciug States in the South, and ha. ott n 
land enough to produce as mnch cotton as is now raised in all the other cott n Stat 
It is also a great corn State, and has manylatent rceonrocs only waiting do clopm nt 



The State can be divided into four or five distinct regions, to wit: the timber region, 
extending along the Lonsiana line several hundred mUes, and varying in width fl^>in 
one hundred totwo hundred miles, the finest foiest of pine, oalt, and other timber in the 
world. 

The cotton and corn region, between tte Gaudaloupe and Trinity Eivers, and extend- 
ing interilirwards from 3U0 to 300 miles; the wheat region embracing the northern tier 
of couutiee, and aU western region. ^ 

The pastoral region between the Colorado and the Kio Grande, embracing a vast area 
of graziag-lands. Cotton and com are grown everywhere, and cattle grazed in every 
section ; but the divisions I have indicated show the bulk of each interest. 

The mineral region is embraced in the moantaiiis extending for several hundreds of 
miles across the southwestern portion of the State, and containing rich mines of silver, 
coppev, iron, and other metals, one day to be as famous as they were in early Spanish 



Our present State debt, embracing everything, cannot exceed $1,300,000. The sub- 
sidies before mentioned are prospective. 

Oar population has increased over one hundred tbonsand since the last census, and 
nmst now be over one million. 

Our taxable property has increased in value 50 per cent, during the past year. 

Our public school system, now in operation about four mouths, shows aa attendance 
of over 70,000 children. Our school census shows about 237,000 children between the 
ages of six and eighteen. 

Om' tax for all purposes of State government is 37^ cents on the $100. State school 
tax, lai cents on the SlOO. Distrfct school tax, for building school-houses and sup- 
porting schools, 1 per cent. The counties are allowed to levy tax for county purposes 
and for roads and bridges, np to 50 cents on the $100. 

If the full district school tax and county tax is coUected, the entire levy for State, 
schools, and connty purposes would amount to $2 on the $100, and a 5 per C(;nt. tax to 
meet interest on frontier-defense bonds; in nM, $3.05. 



Despite the existence of a regular organized Ku-Klux organization, nnmbering from 
fifteeu thonsand to twenty thousand men, by a vigorons enforcement of the State laws, 
under the present administration, the foiling off of crime is immense, while the records 
of the courts show a greater pereentage of criminals punished than during any previ- 
ous period of the history of the State. There is loyalty enough in Texas, if encouraged 
and protected, to keep her in the path of patriotism and duty. 



Our extreme frontiers suffer greatly from Indian depredations, and Texas is bei 
heavily tased for the benefit of the peace policy. 

lire populati 
ifded than t 
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The position of Texas, as a State, is veiy important. It is the natural pathway to 
the Pacific, and the gateway to Mexico. It has room enough for the entire population 
of the United States, and the soil to snpport them, and not be more crowded than the 
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people of Massachasetts are now. The importance of Texas was overlooked during 
the rebellion, and its poBBeasion enabled tho confederacy to hold out much longer than 
it -wonld have done. In fact, Texas was neceHeary to a Bucoesaful rebellion. 

Our greatest aniiety now is that our moral advancement shall keep stride with our 
physical development. 

In conclusion, allow rae to say that I have only touched upon points, and, perhaps, 

have gone much further than you intimated; but you of ^"■' ' '" — ■^ ■'" 

your purpose. Ton must escuae the enthusiasm of a 
State, especially when looking to its grand future. 
Respectmlly, 



StaUment of the Auditor of Fubltc Accoimfs, 

Commonwealth op TrGGiBiA, 

OfMCK ov THB Auditor op Pcbiic Accoubts, 

Bichmondf Virgmia, NovemJier 7, 1871. 
Sir : A circular from the Joint Select Committee to inquire into the condition of the 
late insurrectionary States has been placed in my hands by the Hon, E. T. Daniels, 
with a request that I wonld give to the interrogatories therein coutained as fuU and 
explicit answers as can be furnished from tbe records of this department. 

To give a specific reply to each question, I regret to say, wonld involve an amonnt 
of labor which I really have not the time now to perform. I think, however, tho same 
results will he attained by a moi« general statement, which I will very cheerfally 



From a report made to his excellency Governor Walker, by J. L. S 
second auditor, in December, ISTO, it will bo seen that the public debt of this State, 
after making sundry dednctions tlierein specified and explained, was, on the 17th day 
of April, 1861, 831,938,144.59. The principal of this debt remained the same ou the Ist 
day of January, 1871, up to which tjme the auditor adds the accined interest, to wit, 
$5,313,lte.43, making an aggregate of principal and interest on the 1st day of January, 
1871. $37,250,330.02. To this must be added the "debt issued and that may be issued" 
under an act of the general assembly, passed the Sd of March, 1866, antboriziug the 
funding of interest, S^,692,310.38. 

Interest dne and unpaid thereon $3, 018, SOS 59 

Debt on Old James Kiver Company stock 95,000 00 

Interest due and unpaid thereon - 19, 800 00 

Debt on James River and Kanawha Company bonds issued by the State, 201,130 00 
flltereat due and unpaid thereon 114,060 97 

Total amount of principal and interest Ist day of January, 1S71.. 47,390,839 96 



All the items of this statement will be more readily nnderstood by reference to the 
report aforesaid, a copy of which I beg leave to submit herewith, marked A. 

It will thus appear that there has Ireen no increase in the debt of this State since the 
17th day of April, 1861, except &om the aecumulatiou of interest thereon ; the greater 
part of which was fimded, first, under the act of 1866, aforesaid, and more recently 
tinder ths act of the 30th day of March, 1871, entitled "An act to provide for the fimd- 
ing and payment of the public debt." These acts were not regarded at the time of 
theirpasaageas at ali party measures. They were passed under the belief, honestly en- 
terttuned, I have no doubt, that such legislation was necessary to establish and main- 
tain the credit of the State. It may not be out of place here to remark that in both 
the' acts to which I have referred, one-third of the debt of the State, including interest, 
was regarded by the general assembly as proper to be assumed by the State of West 
Virginia, aud that, therefore, uo provision was made to pay any part of the principal 
of, or interest on, that one-third, (See copy of funding act of the 30th day of March, 
137 1, which accompanies this letter, marked B.) 

I think I have now reached the seventh of your questions in order, la reply to this 
question I beg leave to submit a printed statement, (marked C,} furnished by me under 
a resolution of the house of delegates of Virginia, which shows the numbfer of sheriffs 
and collectors who were defaulters to the State, both of njilit*ry and civil appoint- 
ment. Theaggregateof losses under these appointments has been large. How large, it 
is almost impossible to tell, as in many cases suits have been instituted against the 
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sureties of these defaulting officers, some of whicli have not yet heea finally deter- 
mined. (See page 10 of the foregoing statement.) The bonds of man; of these ap- 
pointees, I regret to say, proved to be utterly worthless. In justice to the military 
commajiders, however, by whom the great majority of tlie|SO appointments were made, 
I feel free to say that, in my opinion, they conid not have done much bettor, considev- 
iug the range of their selection, which was exceedingly limited, and the material out 
of irbich fjioir appohitments could only be made. For, nnder ttie several acts of Con- 
gre^, commonly known as the reconstmction acts, all persons holding office in the 
State, eseontive, legislative, and judicial, were removed tliereflrom by military author- 
ity, and none could be appointed to fill the vacancies, except such as were not reached 
by operation of the acts aforesaid, or such as would conaeut to take the test-oath. The 
number of the former was very small, and none, except the most worthless among as, 
with some few exceptions, would do the latter. 

Eighth. I regret to say that it is impossible to give an answer to this question, for 
the reason that no report of county taxes is made to this department. The increase, 
however, has been very great, as in almost every county heavy esponditntes were in- 
curred, growjngout of tho devastations of war, which of course involved the necessity 
of lai^ely increased taxation. The number of county ofloera, too, has been greatly 
increased nnder our present coDstitation, which of itself constitutes an elemeat of 
expense not to be overlooked in arriving at a correct estimate. 

ninth and tenth. It is proper to remark, before giving an answer to these inqniriea, 
that a division of the State of Virginia was authorized by an act of Congress in the 
year 1863, by which a third of the territory and abont a fourth of the population were 
formed into a new State, known as the State of West Virginia. In comparing, there- 
fore, the expenses of the State government in ItSS, 1859, and 1860, with those of 1868, 
1869, and 1870, the feet of this division must be constantly borne in mind, else it will 
he impossible to arrive at any just and proper conclnsion. It may not be out of place 
to remark, in this connection, that our aim, since the conclusion of the war, has been 
to economize onr expenditures as far as is compatible with the necessary wants of a 
decent and respeotable State government; that the rate of taxation, nnder what is 
known as the Alexandria government, was fourteen cents oil the one hundred dollars 
value of land and property ; that, upon the assembling of a State legislature in Rich- 
mond, elected in 1865, to wit, at the session of 1865-'66, the rate of taxation was con- 
tinued at 14 cents, and subsequently increased to 30 cents, and then to 50 cents, the 
preseot rate, 10 cents, one-fifth of which is appropriated specifically to the support of 
the public schools of the Commonwealth. 

The coat of conducting the State government for the fiscal year commenc- 
ing on the Ist day of October, 1858, and ending on the 30th day of 

September, 1859, was J4,2^,449 65 

For the fiacal year commencing the 1st October, 1859, and ending the 

30th September, 1860 4,147,917 93 

The cost of condnoting the State government (the present) for the fiscal 

J ear commencing Ute 1st October, 1868, and ending 30th September, 
S69, was 1,819,634 87 

For the fiscal year commencing the 1st October, 1869, and ending the 
30th September, 1870 1,505,650 68 

Eleventh. There were no material changes made in the manner of conducting our 
elections firom 1861 to 1865, and none until after the adoption of out present constitu- 
tion. The changes were, first, a registration of all the voters, with the oath, &c., prior 
to an election ; and second, that all elections sbonld be by ballot, &g. These are con- 
stitutional requirements. Under these provisions a much largernnmber of clerks, &c., 
ate necessarily required than under our former laws. 

Twelfth. In answer to this question, I b^ leave to say that the reason assigned by 
the advocates of reform was, that the vote !>j[ ballot was necessary to protect the negro 
in the exercise of his rights of francliise, it being supposed that were elections itiva voce, 
as formerly, intimidation might be used, which would interfere with the^«e exeroise of 
Ais rights as a voter. 

Thirteenth. In respect to the matter of fairness or nnfaimess in our elections, I can- 
not speak with any personal knowledge. Charges of nnfaimess have been, and I sup- 
pose will be, constantly made by a defeated party everywhere whenever an election 
ocenrs. In this State, however, I have no doubt elections are as fairiy condacted and 
with as little disorder as any State in the Union. 

I take great pleasure in stating that Glovernor Walker's administration has been 
eminently successful, and that there is but one thing wanting to pnt our State again 
on the high road to prosperity. I refer to a general-amnesty bill. This would resiore 
to our councils many of onr wisest and best men who are now laboring under political 
disabilities, and inaugurate an era of good feeling, which can never otherwise be at- 
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taiued. I tniat I may be pardoned for expressing the hope that such a bill may be 
prouiptly passed when. CoDgteas assembles. 

I am, very respectflifly, yonr obedient servant, 



Hon. J. B. Beck. 

We concur fully in the foregi 



ASA E 

Second AiidifilT, 
GEO. EYE, 
Treamirei' of ViTginia. 



Statenimt of Mr. Poor. 

68 Broadway, New York, Uibraary 16, 1872. 
Hon. J. E. Stbvbkson, M. C : 

On my retnm to New York, I have your letter of the 39th ultimo. I annex a state- 
ment of the railroad mileage, aod cost of tbosame, iii the following States: 





States. 


'U 








ssr 








til 


|i 






»-) 








Mileo 




Virginia 




1 47J 


852 522,914 


North Cirohna 




1 260 


33 509, 37» 


South Carolina 




1 299 


35 801,786 


£S . 




2 157 


53 475,353 




461 


15 245,000 


Alabama 




1 697 


60 856,393 


Mississippi 




984 


31 993,737 


Lonsiana 




522 


21 789,560 


Texas 




797 


25 090,000 


ArkaoMis 




275 


10 122,000 


Tenuossoo 




1 520 


50 841,781 



a few ni >uth3 1 will send ^ 



Office op the Commercial akt> FiNAKCtAi. 

Chrosiclb, and Hunt's MEBCiiANxs' Magazine, 
Noa. 79 and 81 William street, New Ttrrk, December 24, 1872. 
Dear Sib : Please pardon our delay in answering yonr letter of l&th instant. The 
question of how many miles of road have been bnut In Arkansas is a regular " gatesMft 
vesmta'," the general statement published in the Chroaielo was taken from the Rail- 
road. Journal, and is compiled by the party who gets up the figures for Poor's Railroad 
Manual, who is a. high authority. 
Yours, truly, 



Hon. Job E. Stevenbon. 



WM. B. DANA & CO. 



testimony 1 
WILLIAM BURROW, a witness or 



BURROW, 
the part of the ptosecatiot 



Examined by the prosecuting attorney : 
Questioa. Mr. Burrow, did you know a man by t1 
lifetime ! 



e of Albert H. Parker, i 
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Jitsica: Ikuewa man tliat wo called "Captain Parker." I only knew his first name 
— (lou't think I ever heard it, 

QwesHrMt, Where did jou know Liml 

Jhswcc. He came t-o my house, where I made his accinaintance — in Soarey, in White 
County- 

Qaeation. About what time ; what year ! 

Aitmcer. Well, I suppose It was in 1868, sir. 

QaeBtloii- Eighteen, hundred and sixty-eight t 

Jnmcer. Yea, sir. 

Question. Where did he boaxd at that time 1 

AHBirer. At mj house. 

Qiteation. Where did you last see him ; how long did he board there ! 

Ansieer. WeU, ho staid there ten, or twelTe, orlburteen days. 

Q«esUo>u Wns it in the suimnor of 1868 ) 

JiiMtier. It was, air. 

QiieatUtn. In what month t 

Answer. I think it was in August, perhaps. 

QmbtKoii. When did you last see liira f 

Avsuier. At a grocery-door — Mr. Wm. Jones's grocery-door — between my hotel and 
the court square, some three hundred yards, peiliaps, from the sulphuv spring, tliat 
was due south of the hotise and the grocery. 

Queatiox. About what time in the day was that ? 

Ansitjer. It was after dark— getting dark. 

QueaUoji. Was it after ft before supper 1 

AnBtcer. It was after, sir. 

Qtte»tioa. Yon saw him no mora after that ; your house was between the grocery you 
saw him at and tlie spring ? 

Aimuer, Yes, sir. 

Queetion. Who was in company with Mm ? 

JinsN.'er He was alone when I saw him last, sir. 

QuesHoH. Do you kuow John S. Holland? 

An$u)er. Yes, sir. 

QiKatwn. James W. HnsscU T 

Anstr^er. Yes, sir. 

Qa&ilioa. 'William L. Edwards ! 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Qaealion. Where were they riding at that time t 

AiKtver. Well, they were living in the town ; I don't know where. 

Question. In Searcy— in the saroe 

Anwer. Yes, sir ; lining ia the same town — I preanme tkey were— I think so. 

Question. Did you seelieni, or either of them, that night f 

Anstcer, I did not, sir. 

Quislion. Were jou present at the coroner's inquest held o' 
what became of Parker — whether his body was recovered, or " 
thatT 

An$iEer'. Well, Parker had been missine, I don't remerahei how long — perhaps three 
or four weeks, maybe a month, and maybe longer— 1 have no recollection of the dis- 
tinct time ; and some inquiry was made of me by Dr. Chrisman, wliero Jie went ; aud 
I told the doctor that he disappeared from my house, and I supposed ho had done 
as a great many other transient characters had— staid till ho owed a right sharp bill, 
and took the adrantage of the night and left me so ; and the doctor remarked that a 
friend, or brother, or something of his at Little Rock, had asked him to make inquiry ; 
that he bad retnmed there. I told him about the time I saw him last, aud all I knew 
about it. 

Qaixlion.. Were you at the inquest held over the 

Atiawer. Tes, sir. 

Question. How Jong was that inquest held over his body 

(Messrs. Gallagher and Williams objected.) 

Qiicalion. State where you saw him afterward, whether dead or alive f 

Amifer. If ever I saw bim aftarward, I saw him dead. 

QtieaUon. Where was that ( 

Aneicer. It was at the well spoken of,I reckon, in the indictment. As I before stated, 
he had been gone some weeks, perhaps a month, and some citizens discovered a dead 
body in a well about three-quarters of a mile from t«wn, I nuderatood, on Saturday 
evening or Saturday night. On Sunday morning Judge Sanders sent down for me to 
come and go down to the well, to assist as one of the jury of inquest ; that there was 
a dead man in the well. I went, with perhaps thirty or forty — I don't know how 
many — quite a crowd. But I was selected by the eorouor. Sanders was serving the 
public as a coroner. I was sent for by him, as one of the Jury ; that there was said to 
be a dead body out there, and he wanted me to serve as a juror. 
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Queatimt. Were you present when the body was taien out of the well f 
Antwey. 1 suppose I was BtauiliDg ten steps from the well when the liody was Boated 
to the top— brought out. 

QuealUm. Do you regard that as the body of Parker ; if you ever saw him again you 
saw him dead ( 

(Mr. Gallagher objected.) 
Atler arf^meiit. 

The Court. That ca:i be arrived at, I suppose, in a proper way. 

QiieatioH. Well, as whose body did you regard that 1 

Anincer. Well, Parker had been missing, and oacli political party Lad been accuaing 
the other of his assassinatiau. 

QanstUin. I don't ask you anything about tliat. 

After argument, 

Ansieer. I thought it was Ms. 

Question. That's what I wanted to know. 

Ansuter. I thought it was Parker's body. 

Queation. You never saw him any more after he left that night, oseopt tbat which 
you supposed to be his ! 

Anaicer. No, sir. 

Question. Was there any clothing on Mm J 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long had you known Parker f 
^Ansn^er. Well, as I stated in the outset, Ije had been at my house some ton or twelve 
days, I think. I don't remember the number of days he had* boarded there. He had 
staid hut little about the house — ataid mostly about town. 

Question. Have you ever heard of him, alive, since, anywhere T 

Anamer. No, sir ; I have not. 

QueetUm. What kind of clothing did Parker have on when you saw him last ! 

JnsMWf. That is aquestion that I don'flhinklcan answer deliiiitely; but it strikes 
me bebad something like what was tennedln the war timosa blouse, and str^ed pants. 
Whether he had on a vest, or not, I am not able to toll. 

Qaeslion. What kind did the dead body have on } 

Answer. I didn't examine it thoroughly enough, for it was very much mutilated. I 
can't tell. The body was very much mutilate<!, and the skin had slipiied off it. I just 
looked at it, and the stench was very great from it, and— Watkios was nearer than I 

Queatton, How fiir was that from the spring t 

Answer. Three-quarters of a mile — perhaps not more than half a mile. 

Question. What county and State was that in i 

Answer. White County, State of Arkansas. 

Qaeslion. About what time was that in 1868 1 

Ansieer. I think it was in August, sir. 

Question. Of 1868 f 

An»Ker. Yes, sir ; I think that was the time. 

QueaUon. What place was that well on f 

Answer. It was on a place that belonged to a son-in-law of mine. The plantation had 
formerly belonged to me, and I had soH it. 

QuetlioH. What name was it known by ( 

Antiver. It was first settled by a man named MeConihe. 

Qu&tifm. Was it known as McConihe'e ? 

Answer. I can't say. It had several ones. Sometimes called the McCauley place, 
sometimes the Burrow place, and sometimes the MeConihe place. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Gallaghbe : 

Question. Well, Mr. Burrow, could you recognize that body as that of Mr. Parker, 
when you saw it if 

Answer. Well, yes, sir; from the distance 1 tliought it was Parker's body. 

Question. In the well — when it was taken out of the well? 

Anewer. I came to that conclusion. 

Qaeation. You came to that conclusion T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qtiesiioii. Were there any marks about the body T 

Answer, I made no examination. 1 didn't go within fifteen feet of the body. 

Questioii. Was it very much swollen f 

Answei: Considerably, sir; considerably. 

Question. Did you recognize the clothing on it ? 

Answer. Not as being the clothing that Parker wore, for I made — the clothing was 
muddy and rotten, and I didn't go near enough. I think, though, he had on what wo 
would teroj a blouse. I think he had. 
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Mr. Williams. {The stenographer not liaving heard the witness distinctly.) Did you 
say "the" blonse or "a" blouse^ 

Ansiaer. "A." 

Mr. Gallagher. Did jou recogciae tho features of ParkerT 

JnSMPer.Ho.sir; Ididnot. Tiiere was not luucli of the features to recognize, as far 
as I examined. 

Qaeatiott. WeD, didn't yon form your judgment it was Parker's hody, by tlie fact of 
his disappearance tbeo 3 

Jnsicer. Well, I was lisfflnine for him to turn np somewhere, sir. 

Question. That is, you formed jour opinion it was Pariier's body ! 

AJiswer. Well, wJieu the body was floated to my sight— well, I suppose that had sorac- 
tliiDg to do with my conclusion. 1 wasn't looking for anybody else missing. The 
stench was very offensive. As soon as it was taken up I retired some fifty steps, to t'jo 
lioose, and remained there until they got through witli the examination, and Judge 
Sanders called for us to come back, and we ma^e ont a verdict, and went along. 

Queition. Didn't go near the body afterward T 

Jinswer. No, sir. 

Question. Well, I understood yon to say, then, that when, it was floated in sight the 
smell wis very offensive! 

Anivier. Yes, sir. 

Q»eB(!On. And yon were ^ot expecting for any one else to tnm up ; you espected him 
to tutu u J in some way, and you immediately left, and went off with tliese other gec- 
tlemen to the house f 

Answer, It was near by, and we retired to the house on account of tho stench, 

Question. Were there any particular marks by which joii could recognize the body ; 
any parUcnlar marks 1 

Atawer. Kone, as I examined it. 

QuegtUm. It Lad no particular marks on f 

jinsioer. No, sir. 

QueatUm. As yon examined t 

Antteer. Well, a " " 

Quezon. Yon s; _ 

Anatoer, None that I observed — none that I ss 
tion of him at aO. 

QaealiOTi, Then he was in snch a condition that he couldn't be identified, in sure T 

Answa; Well, not by the examination that I made of the body I don't suppose il 
conld have been done. By a more thorough examination I could have come to a mori 
fall conclnsion. 

Qaestwn. You couldn't, by the examination you made, identity it ! 

Ansmer. I couldn't identify it as the body of Parker. 



Direct examination resumed by the prosecuting attorney : 

QuestiOH. You say yon were looking for hint to turn up that way T 

Anatcer. Yes, sir ; I was expecting. As I observed before, each of tlie two political 
parties were accusing one another of his assassination— that be had been violeutiy 
dealt with, for the reason that he disappeared. And when I heaid there was a deall 
man in the well, 1 jnst supposed that there it was. 

QaeHion. Youand the balance of tho J nry came to the same conclusion; did you or 
did you not f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Mr. Gallagher objected.) 

Witness. If there was any discrepancy in tho opinion I didn't — -■ 

(Mr. Gallagher objected.} 



TESTIMONY OF I.BROl 

LEROY L. BURROW, a witness on tlio part of the prosecution, 

Examined by the prosecuting attorney : 
Question. What is your name ? 
Ansicer. Leroy L. Burrow I 
Qvj)stion. Do yon know John S. Holland T 
Ansvier. Yes, sir. 
Question. James W. Russell? 
Ansv!er. Yes, sir. 
Question. William G. Edwards T 
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Anawa: Yes, Kir. 

Quesftim. Those are the dcfendanta liere! 
Anetcer. Yes, sir. 

QuesHon. Did you know Albert H. Pfirker in bis life-time ! 
Angler. Yes, sir ; for ft abort time. 
Question. 'Wlien aod where did you know him ? 
AnuBCT. First met him at West Point, and afterward in Searcy. 
Qatttiou Wtat coucty I 
Ansicer. White Connty, in thia State. 

QueeHoit. Just state when and where yon last saw hint ; and if you know the i 
staQcea of liia death just state it to the jury. 
Answer. Well, I don't know at what time it was that I saw him last. 
Qaesiion. About what time ? 

Anmner. Well, it was either in August or September — I am not certain wbieh, 
Question. Of what year t 
Ansiner. Si sty-eight. 
QuoUoTt. If you know 
&om your first knowledge to the last 
about. 

An^aer. At some time— I don't Ifnow in what time — either in Angost ^ ,._ 

the evening, about 7 o'clock, Isuppose, I met Brundridge—W. E. Brundridge. He told 
me to oome np to town this evenii^, and I met him in Mr.'Knssell'a room. 
Qaeslion. Which, the defendant Eussell hero ? 

Answer. Yes, eir ; met him on the street^ and we went to Russell's room, and he told 
EuaseU that Parker had found out that ho was gnilty of a murder in White County, 
and that Parker should be eot away with that night. 
Mr. Williams. Who is "he ; " whom do yon mean by " he ! " 
Anewer. Brnndridge. 

Mr. Williams. Brnndridge committed the murder T 

Anemer. Yes, sir ; and he went on to tell Mr. Russell about it ; and Brnndridge re- 
marked that if be couldn't get help he would dolt by himself; and after that, the 
next time I met Brnndridge was at the sulphur spring; and Parker was there. I was 
there a short time ; and Parker oome down. In company with Mr. Bussoll. Mr. Brnn- 
dridge arrested Mr. Parker on the steps, and took nim out about three-quarters of a 
mile from town, and he was shot by order of Brnndridge, and thrown into a well. 
The Prosecuting Attornby. Did you see Russell more than once! 
Answer. Saw Russell in his room, and at the spring. 
Qll«liioii. What occurred in his room in reference to this? 

Antwer. That was all, sir. Mr. Brnndridge told Mr. Russell he had let Parker into 
some secrets there, 

Queilion. What sort of secrets were they ? 
Answer. That he bad killed a negro, I believe, there. 
QtuMion. What was the name of the negro t 
Answer. Ban Humphries. 

QueaUon. Why did he tell it to Russell! Was tbereanypeculiarreasonwhy heshould 
tell it to Russell more than anybody else ! 
Annoer. Well, sir, no more than that he was tho Grand Cyclops of the order there. 
Qaettion. Wbatorderl 

Answer. That is all the name 1 know for it—" tho order." 
QuesU/m. What was it called by outsiders ? 
Ansnter. Outsiders called it Ku-Klux, I believe. 
Quettion. Russell was the Grand Cyclops ; and b 
him as such, that Parker bad got into the secret 
member of the order also? 
Amicer. Yes, sir ; be was Grand Magi ; which is the rank of first lientenant. 
QaesUim. Well, the Grand Cyclops there was the defendant Kussoll, you say ! 
Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did Russell say when he told him that T 

Answer. Well, he told Mr. Russell that Parker had cot into these secrets, and ho 
should begot away with; and be said if he didn't get h^p, he would do it by himself; 
and Rnsseli said, 1 think, there was no necessity tor one man going by himself— tbere 
would be an order published. 

Qaesiion. Were you present when any plan was made to get Parker down to tlio 
Bpring, or do you know of any such plan ! 
■ Answer. Yes, sir. 
QiieetioH. How was that arranged ! 

Answer, Mr. Russell was to go down by the hotel, and askparkor to go down to the 
spring with him. 

Question. Who was waiting at the spring for Russell to bring Parker down I 
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Ansicer. Mr. Holland and Mr. Edwncds. 
(Mr. Williams objected.) 
After argument, 

Question. Wto was at the spring? I have the right to ask that. 
Amura: Mr. Holland, and Mr. Edwards, and Mx. Brundridge were at the spring. 
Qaeetion. Whoclse? 
AnSKtr. Bunk MeCauley and roysfilf. 

QveBtion, Well, when Mr. Kusscll hronght Parker down there, was there anything 
Baid by Mr. RnEsell I 

Answier. Not a word, sir ; not a word, I think. He stopped abont ten or fifteen feet 
before he got to the party — the party that was sitting on the steps. 
Question. State what passed there, after he got down, with Parker. 
Answer. Parker was coin g over the steps; but Bmndridge raised up and told him 
he couldn't go over. He asked why; and he told him he arrested him. I don't think 
there was anytliing else said, except he told him to walk down from the steps. 
Queaiimt. How far was liat from the Burrow House? 
Answer. Well, sir, I suppose, about a hundred and eighty yards. 
QiKstion. Then state, after Brundridge made the arrest, where did jon all go with 
him then — in what direction T 

Answer. He was carried about a southwest direction, ftom Searcy, about three- 
quarters of a mile. 
QiiestU»i. Well, to what place T 

Antiea: To an old place— & waste place ; .1 believe it is known as the " Lcggct place," 
or "Brooks place." 
Question. It has diflereut names f 
Ausjaer. Yes, sir. 

Question. WeU, state what then occnrred — what w 
Answer. Well, alter the party reached that place ' 
Question. Told him whatf 
Answer. Told him that he had — that he must die. 
Question. State the whole conversation — all that occnrred. 

Answer. Parker aaked him what for, and he told him he had canght up with him; 
that he was a detective, sent there by Glovemor Clayton, and had divulged secrets that 
he didn't alloW any one to know and live that wasn't a friend to him ; something to 
that amount ; I don't remember the words. 
QmsUon. What else! 

Anawer. Parker tried to talk Brundridge out of it— told hira he wonld kill Dr. Chris- 
man and leave the State, or do anything, if he would let him off. Dr. Chrisman was 
living in Searcy at the time. 

Questitm. Well, go on, and state everything that you know. 

Answer. And, aiter talking for some tupo, told him that he had only five minutes to 
live, and that he should pray; and he said he had never uttered a prayer in bia 
life. He asked if any one would pray for him. He asked every one, I believe, and 
finally, and laat, he adced Mr. Holland. He told him he would, and prayed for Mm. 
Question. That is the defendant, Holland, here! 

Answer. Yes, sir. Then he was ordered to kneel down and he shot. He was shot 
and thrown into the well. 

Question. By the parties there; a^tid thrown into the well? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qneslion. After he was thrown into the woll, was there anything done with hia 
body — any steps taken f 
Answer. No, sir. 
QMStUyn. Anything put on it? 
Aiiewer. Nothing put on it that I know of, sir. 
Question. How far waathat from the eulphar spring? 

Answer. Well, sir, I suppose it was between a half and three-quarters of a mile. It 
is about three-quarters of a mile from the court-house. 
Question. Did yon see the well afterward— or, state whether or not the body was 

Answer. I heard it was, sir. 

(Mr. Oalla£her objected.) 

guesd'on. Yon were not there t 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Where did you go — where were you f 

Jtiower, I was in Searcy. 

QueaUon. Were you ever at the well afterward, before you— 

AnsiDfT. No, sir ; never was at the well before the body was 

Question. How long did yon remain there that night, aftei 



db,Google 



364 CONDITION OP AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

QwslUm, Where did you go t 

Anaiver. To our several homes, I suppose. I went home. 

Queslioa. Aho;it what time in the night was tliat! 

Ansieer. About 9 o'clock. 

Qiu^tion. What was Parker doing at the time he was shot; was ho attempting to 
turt, or shoot, or aBsaalt any one ! 

Aneaier. No, Bit ; not that I could see. 

Qttestion. Well, what conuty and State was this ! 

Atmaer. White Connty, State of Arkansas. 

Question. Wae — what rank did BrandridRe have I 

A«eu:er. First lieuteDant — Magi— Grand Magi— with the rank of first lientenaot. 

QueeUoit. What was the rack of the others of you who were there at that night 1 

Anstner. There was the Grand Monk there. 

Qae^ium. Who wae that 1 

Answer. Myself. 

QuesiUm. Who were the others t 

Anaaier. I think they were ail privates or Ghouls. 

Mr. E. 8. QiNT. What T 

Answer. Ghouls. G-h-o-u-I-s. [Spelling the word.] 

The Pkosecotino ATTOSifEr. You say Brundtidge gave the order I 

AnsKei: Yes, sir. 

Question, For him to he killed ? Well, hy what authority did he do that ; was there 
any oath or anything connected with that organization, hy which he had the right to 
do it, and the others ohey such order f 

Answer. Yes, sir; the oath forced every moraher to obey the order of a superior of- 
ficer. 

Quesiwtt. What was the penalty if he did not ? 

Answer. Death, sir; as we uaderstaod it. 

Question. Who W;as the highest officer of that order, in Searcy, at that time 1 

Answer. Well, sir, I believe General McKae was. 

Qae»ti(m. Where was he at that tinief 

Anawer. I caa't tell you, eir ; I don't know. 

Question. Who wae nest to him T 

Answer. I think Colonel Frolich was, 

QaesUov, Who uest 1 

Answer. Mr. Bussel). 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gaiughek ; 

Question, Yon say you knew Parker, Mr. Burrow I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questiim, How long had you known him J 

Answer. Ahout teu days before. 

QHCjifion. You had met him about ten ditys before 1 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

Qa^ation. Where had yoa net him at t 

Answer. West Point. 

QaesHott. In what county waa that I 

Answer. White. 

Question. Do you know what his name was 1 

Answer, No, sir ; I do not. I don't know his given nami 
name I knew him by — [upon a suggestion by counsel] — 
termed. 

QaestUm. That was the man that you have been allndiog to in your esaminatioa-in- 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QuesHoH, Did he belong to that order, do you know, that you spoke about t 

Answer. Not that I know of, sir. 

Question, Was it stated by Bruudridge, in that eonyersation, that he belonged to that 

Answer. I don't know, sir, whether Brnndridgo stated such a fact. 

Question. And you don't know whether he belonged to the organization or not ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

Question. Yon have been examined several times in these matters, haven't you? 

Answer. Before two grandjnrles and before one examining court, I believe. 

Questton. Did you state there that Parker had got into the order 1 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't think I did. 

Question. State, did you, that Bundridge had got at the secrets of the order by 
joining itf 

Answer. I did not state it. 

Question. Well, you got acquainted with him about ten days before this killing took 
place, did you f 
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Anmeer. Tea, sir ; I eoppose it waa that time. 

Qaeslioa. After tjie killing yon all left immediately? 

Anamer. Yea, sir. 

Qaeation. And yon went home f 

Anmovr. Yes, eir. 

Qaaition. How long did you remain in the connty 1 

Anavier. I don't know, sir. 

Queifion. Did yon remain there all the time aft«r that ! 

AiDwer. Ho, sir; I left Searcy— I believe it was in 1869—1 an 

QuesiioB. wbere did yon eo to then T 

Aaawer. Went to LouisTille, Kentucky. 

QMesfion. How long did yon remain there ! 

Answer. I was there ahont three months, air. 

Queation. What buslneas were you engaged in ? 

AnttDer. Wholesale boot and shoe bnainess. 

Qa^stiaa. How long! What time ; in 1869 do you say you w. 

Anawer. 1 think it was, sir. 

Question. What time; do yon recollect? 

Answer. Some time in Jane, I think. 

QiKslion. What business did you go into ? 

Anglic. Wholes^e boot and shoe business. 

QueaUm. Whom with? 

Amwer. Chamberlain & Ingles. 

QHeaiion. How long did you 

Antwer. I think it was tlirci 

Qvestion. Where did you go to then? 

Answer. To the house of Davis & Green. 

Qaestion. In Ixraisville f 

Anstser. Tea, sir. 

QumUou, How long did you remain at the bouse of Davis & Green? 

Answer. About four daj's ; till I started South. 

QuesHon. What did they employ you att 

Ansieer. The sale of boots and shoes. 

Qaestion. In Ijouisvllle ! 

Answer. Selling them in this State ; sold them in our Louse in Louisville, hut sold 
the goods to this State. 

I^estion. Did yon come to this State ? 

Jnsfoer. Yes, sir. 

$ues(iwi. How long did yon remain in this State 1 

Jnrater. I guess it was ahont 1 

Queaiiojt. That would bring it 

Anaieer. Yes, sir. 

Qiu^ott. Where did yon go to then t 

Anaicer. Back to Louisville. 

Question. How long did you stay there? 

Amwer. Indeed I don't know, sir; about a month and a half, I suppose. 

QiieHion. Did you remain in the employ of the same house ? 

AimciiT. Yea, sir. 

QueitUm. Where did you go to then 7 

AnswET. Came back to this State. 

QnesHon. How long did you remain here ? 

.InsMW. Well, sir, 1 was in the State about two days till I was arrested, and have 
been in the State ever since. 

Question. Do you recollect at what time you were arrested? 

Answer. I think about the a7th, 28th, or 29th of March ; I am not certain. 

Queefjim. Yon had been here about two days before you were arrested ? 

Answer. la this State, sir. 

Question. Where were yon arrested at ! 

Answa: On the steamboat at this place. 

Question. For what purpose had you come ! 

Answer. I came for my famOy, sir. 

Question. Did you come here to lie a witness in this case ? 

Answer. Ho, sir; I did not. 

CMSSiion. Had you not been employed or req^uested to do so ? 

Answer. Ho, sir. 

QxKsUmi. Had you not been informed you would be arrested and brought here if you 
did not do so ? 

Anavser. Ho, sir. 

Queatioa. Did not you offer to testify in the case ! 

Ansmei: TSo, sir. 



db,Google 



366 COSDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Queatimi. Had yon not declared youi intention to go to Memphis from LonisTiile, and 
send for joor femily to meet yon there 1 

Answer. Well, I told Mr. Genn that I believed I would telegraph for my family to 
meet me in Memphis ; afterward I concluded to go on aO the way there. 

Qaestion. Did you telegraph, to joiir family to meet you in MemphiaT 

Answer. No, sir; I did not. 

QuMtlon. Where were you taken to irom beret 

Animer, To Little Book. 

Qufslion. Where were you put then I 

Ansica: PutinjaO. 

<j«eatum. Who visited you ) 

A natner. There 'were a good many persona. 

(JiwatJOB. Who first visited yout 

Answer. I believe Dr. Chrisiuan was the first man that came tn see me. 

Question. What did he come to see you about 1 

Anatcer. He came up there to ask me about what I was in there for, &o. 

Que»tio». What did yon tell him T 

Anaicer. I told him it was tinder a charge of murder ; so the writ read. 

Questioa. Had yon been arrested under a writ J 

Answer. Yea; I was arrested hero at this place. 

QaesliOTt. Who arrested you) 

Anautei: Mr. Booth. 

Qaestion. Did the writ charge jou with the murder of any particular person 1 

Jiiswer. No, sir. 

QuegiioH. Did you tell Mr. Chriaman who it was when he asked you t 

Answer. Well, 1 do not know that I did or did not, air j I do not remember. 

QataUon. Well, did he tell you it was for the killing of Parker ! 

Answer. Well, Parker's niime was mentioned there ; I do not know which one of ns 
mentioned it first. 

Questioit. Well, was the— what boat did you come up on t 

Anamer. I am not certain ; it was either the Xiegal-Tender or the Des-Arc ; I forget 
which one. 

Questioa. Do yoa know what date that was ? 

An^er. Well, sir; I think it was the 27th, 28tb, or 29th of March ; I cannot tell which. 

Question. Can yon tell what date tlie writ was f 

AnsHxa: No, sir ; I never noticed it. 

Question. Do not recollect the date of the writ 1 

Answa: No, sir. 

Question. Were yon arrested on the boat as c[uick ss it landed T 

Aaawer. No, sir ; it had landed some time. 

QxesHou. How long T 

Anawer. About an nonr or two^ I suppose. I cannot tell, sir. 

Question. Was it in the morning or evening ! 

Answer. It was in the evening. 

(Question. Yon had received no information you would be arrested T 

Anawer. No, sir. 

Qtieation. You did not send any information on you were coming on here ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And when yon arrived, you were arrested in an hour or so after you arrived? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Were you then taken to Little Rock T 

Answer. Yes ; the uext morning I was carried to Little ICock. 

Question. What time did you get there? 

Answer. I can't tell yon, sir; some time in the afternoon of that day. 

Queslien. Were yon lakeirimniediately tojailor nott 

Answer. I think the hack stopped some Jew minutes in front of the MetropoUtan 
Hotel, and then went on ap to jail, sir. 

Qaestion. Did you then tell anyone what yon -wercarrestedfor, any particular offense, 
what particular offense it was— about what person f 

Anewei: No, air ; I do not know that I did. 

Question. When was it Mr. Chrisman came up to see you T 

Aumver. I think it was the nest day; I am not certain. It might have been the 
second day. 

Question. Nobody came to see yon that night f 

JiMtuw, No, sir ; nobody oame to see me that night. 

Ques&on, How long did you and Mr. Chrisman 

Anmeer. I suppose fifteen or twenty minutes "" 

Qaeaiion. Waa it abont this snl^ect-matter T 

Answer. About my being-in prison, sir. 

Qaeation. And about the killing of Parker ? 
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Amwef. WcU, I do not know that wo — I think Parker's naino was meutiouod, but I 
do not know we talked altogether about that. I was trying to get out of jail. 

Qaestion. Well, how did 50U try with him. to get ont of iaH ! What projioaitiou did 
you make I 

Ansixa: I wanted bim to see some lawyers, Bolcoaldget boud. 

Queatitm. Did any question come np about yout turoiog State's evidence iu the case ! 

Answer. Not at that time, sir, I don'C think. 

QaesHon. No proposition was made by ChriBman then, you think? 

Aiisvier. Not on die first visit, I think. 

QiiraKon. When did be visit you a^ain t 

Amioer. Well, sir, I donot know whether it was the same dayor the next day that bo 

Qiiestwre. And what occurred then T 

Anaaer. 1 thinkCaptain Wheeler was with him and they told ntel could turn State's 
evidence if I wished to. 

Qveat^n. How long did you remain together that day T 

Ansmer. I do not know, sir, bow long ; I suppose half an hour or more. 

Question. And then did you come to any understanding on that subject T 

AnBiBer. I told him I wonld see the governor and have a talk with him, and he said 
the governor would come np. 

QuetHrm. Who was governor f 

Antuxi: Clayton; Paul Clayton. 

Qtie»lion. Well, did he come up to see you ! 

Anmier. Yes, sir. 

Qvestion. What occurred between you and him t 

Jnaw^r. He told roe I conld turn State's evidence if I wished to ; that is, he would 
see that the State would set me free if I would do it. 

Question. He told yon the State would set yon free if you would turn State's evidence t 

Answer. Tea; that is what it amounted to; audi tbiuk !ie*told me if I would tell it 
all he would see 1 was not bait. 

QaeaUoji. Did you agree to turn State's evidence tbeni 

Answer. Yes. 

QHmlion. Was it under that promise that he held out to you ! 

Aiievier. Yes. 

Qaesiion. And while you were in confinement in jail, was it; and you wonld not 
have done bo, except witb that promise ) 

Angieer. No, sir. 

Quesfion. Was anybody else there in jail with you f 

Ansixer. Yes ; there were several in jail. 

QumUon. Were yon put down in the — were you in the upper or lower story t 

Ansimr. I was on the ji^N^und floor, sir, at first. 

QueeUim. How long did yon remain there ! 

Ans»)&: Two or three days; I am not certain which. 

Question. Where were you when Governor Clayton saw you ! 

Answer. I was in the cell on the gronnd floor. 

Question. Did yon and he have a conversation together on tbo ground floor 1 

Answer. No, sir ; we went np-stairs. 

Qaeatkm. Was any one with you in the room f 

Ansmer. No, sir ; I went np there mysAf. There was no one np-stairs. 

Question. Were yon put in a room by yourself? 

Aw^riee. I was, at first, sir. 

Question. How long did yon remain in a room by yourself? 

AngiBer. Only one night, I believe. 

Question. Was there any one then put in the room with you T 

Amtb^. MoCanley was — Bunk MoCauley. 

QuesUon. How long did you and Governor Clayton converse together f 

Ansiper. Well, about fifteen or twenty minutes, I suppose, sir. 

QUestioa. Did you have any conversation with others of the otBcers of Governor 
Clayton, or of the Government ! 

Ansieer. I had a oonveraation with Captiun Wheeler. I don't know whether ho was 
a Government officer or not. 

QtitstUm. Did he purport to come or make you understand that he came on behalf of 
the governor t 

Answer. Yea. 

Question. Did you tell him that you wonld turn State'f»evidence if you would bo 
protected t 

Answer. I told bim I thought I wonld, sir. I told him I conld not tell until I had a 
talk with the governor. 

Qsesiion. Didn't you say in your previous examination that you offered to turn 
State's evidence before the governor made this promise 1 
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Answer. I flooot think I did. 

Question, Did jou nut state you did it tbree or four timea before the governor made 
yon this promise t 

Armetr. No, sir ; I ilo not think I did. 

QamUon. Were you examiued before Judge Yoiiley ? 

Anstoa; I was, sir. 

Question. And you do not recollect that you — you think you did not make the state- 
ment before bim that it was after you had promised to turn State's evidence that the 
governor said he woald protect you ! 

Amwer. Well, I do not remember. 

Question. What is tiie best of your recollection about that ! 

.Insula-. Well, in my eiaminaUoa hefore Jndge Yonley I do not 
Iproffered to turn State's evidence until the governor had told a 
was protected by the State. 

Queation. Well, did not tlie governor tell you in that conversation that he knew all 
aboDt this matter f 

Anateer. les. 

Qu&tUm. Did not he tell you he would hang you unless you tnniod StJite's evidence ? 

Aneiver. Well, he didn't say it in those words, sir. 

Qaestion. To that effect? 

Anaieer. Well, he told mo, I believe, it would go pretty hard with us — it would with 
me, at least, if I did not tell what I knew eooccrning it. 

QnesUon. Didn't he say if you woaid turn State's evidence against McEae and Fro- 
lich and Russell, that then he would see yoa through t 

Amwer. No, sir ; he wanted me to teli all I knew. 

Question. Didn't he mention these very names ? 

Ansnier. Not at the time, sit, that I gave him my statement. 

Question. What time did he tell you that t 

An^Ker. He told me afterward he didn't propose to hurt any of us. It would be just 
the leaders. 

Question. Didn't be mention the names of McRa«, ITrolich, and Bassell ! 

Anstcer. He did not have Russell in it, sir. He told me McRae and Frolich. 

Question. And if you didn't it would go hard with you ! 

Anmiier. He didn't tell me it would go hard with mo at tho time he was telling me 
he wanted to get it for McRae and Frolleh, for I had been on the stand before that. 

Qaestiott. When did this last conversation occur t 

Answer. I do not know, sir, at what time, but some time after I had been in prison. 

Quesivm. What brought him op there to see you * 

Answer, I do not know, sir ; he came very often. I suppose lie thought ho would 
come and see if he couldn't find out. 

Question. Any of the rest visit you ? 

Answer. Mr, Harton. 

Question. Anybody else? 

Answer. There was a good many others come, but only those two to get information. 

QaesHon. Did the attorney general come to see you for information ! 

AnsiBer. I do not think he was ever there, sir. 

Qiiestioii. Didn't the solicitor general, Mr. Benjamin ! 

Answer. Benjamin was up there and took down my first statement, air. 

QvesHoTU Was the governor present at that time ? 

Answer. Yes. 

QuesWm. Did yon ever see that statement afterward T 

Answer. I never saw it, sir. 

Qnestion. You never heard it read afterward? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think I did. 

Question. That was the statement yon gave to the governor J 

Answer. Yes. 

QvesHou. That statement yon gave in prison, and under the belief that he would see 
you through, was it t 

Answer. Yea. 

Qnestitm. And protect you ! 

Answer. Yes. 

Qaestiott. Well, now, I understand you to say in this esamination that when Parker 
came to ijie spring, before any conversation passed, Bruudridge arrested him, and told 
Ti im he could not get over tho fence ? 

Antwer. He stopped him on the steps. 

Qiiestion. Didn't you say, in that previous examination, Parker came there and chatted 
for about a minute or two, aad then Brundridge arrested him ? 

Answer. I do not think I did. 

Queation. Didn't you in your esamination before Judge Yonley f 

Answer. I do not remember that I did. 
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Qaestiim. What is your recollection t 

Anewer. My recollection is ho was coming down, and didn't know who we were, and 
was going to wnik over the stops, and Brundridge raised up and arrested him there. 

QucetUin. What is your recollection of your statement before Jndge YonleyT 

Answer. Well, air, I recollect that they didn't chat two ot three minutes before 
arresting him. 

Qaea^n. Did Russell come up to the spring f 

Anftcer. Well, I thint he came about ten or fifteen steps — no, ten or fifteen feet of 
the steps, and stopped, Parker was coming in the front. 

Qufslioiu Didn't yon state in a previous examination he came some fifteen or twenty 
steps f 

Axsicer, No, sir ; I do not think I did. 

Qaeation, He didn't come up on the steps where jou were! 

Answer. The steps were some sixty feet from the spring. 

Quealion. Kussell did not speak to you, did he T 

Ansicer. I do not think he spoke a word. 

Quealion, What became of him afterward } 

Answer. I do not know, sir ; I left him there. 

QaeeUon. Dicln't come nearer than that to you, did he ! 

Anmeer. Ho, sir, 

QaesHcm. Took no part in anything T 

Qu^Hon. I do not think he did, sir, 

QiMslion. Well, Mr, Burrow, when Mr. Eussell came down with Mr, Parker, didn't he 
have a backet on hie arm t 

Anewer. Yes, sir ; I think he did. 

Queatwit. Didn't he then pass you and come on to the spring to get water ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he went out. 

Que»iion. You saw nothing more, then, of him f 

Ansvier. No, sir ; I didn't. 

QiwsUim. In reference to seeing Mr. Russell, when you left, was that the last time 
you saw him that night 1 

Aneica:. The last time I saw him, 

Qufsti/m. Didn't see him afterward that nightT 

Anmoer. No, sir. 

Question. Who arrested you when you came hack here 1 

Jl««uer. Mr, Booth. 

Question. Tiyhere was it done T 

Answer. On the steamboat at the landing; down there, sir. 

Queation. Did they ask you— would you have come if you had had any idea yoa 
would be arrested t 

Antwer. Ho, sir, 

Questiott. Where was yout family 1 

Answer. At Searcy, I beUeve., 

Question. What was your object in coming ? 

Answer. After my famfly. 

Qiie$iion. Where were you placed in Little Eock * 

Answer. In prison. 

Question. What part of the prison ! 

Answer. On the lower floor — on the ground floor, in a cell. 

QDestion. When you were arrested, were you informed at the time what the charge 

Answer, Only murder, sir; the -writ— I read the writ myself— it was a charge of 
mnrder. 

Question. Were the defendants put in the same prison ! 

Answer. Yes ; in the same building. 

Question. How long before you got there, or do you know f 

Atiswee. They were there when! got there. 

Question. Did you know of their arrest at the time? 

Ansuter. No, sir. 

Question. You say the conversation of Governor Clayton with you, in reference to 
McEae and Frolich, was after 1 

Answer, Some time after I had been in prison, sir. 

Question. After you agreed to turn State's evidence! In asking you to turn State's 
■evidence did he ask you to tell what you did not know or what you did know 1 

Answer. He told me to tell what I did know. 

Question. What was yourobject in turning State's evidence! 

Answer. To get clear myself, sir. I didn't want any others to get in ahead of me. 

Qutstlon. I have omitted one question in chief. I will ask you, simply, in reference 
to you* age. At that time, what was your age, in 186S T ' 

Answer. In 1868! 
24 B 
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Qiieatioit. Yes ; at the lioie of this oecnrrence. 
Anstver. I was twenty-foar years old, I believe. 

Cross- examiaatioQ resumed: 
Queslion. Didn't you leave the State on account of thia difBcuUy ! 
Answer. Well, sir, that was one thing that caused me to leave tho State. 



TESTIMONY OF JAMES M 

JAMES MoMILLlON, a witaess ou the part of the prosecution, ■was called and 

Esainiued by tho prosocutlag attorney ; 

Qu^on. Mr. McMilliou, state to thejury whether you know Albert H. Parker Jn hia 
life-time } 

Aaewer. Well, 1 knew amaa that they said was Parker. I don't 

Ctteslioii. Where did you know hhn T 

Ansieer. Searoy. 

Question. Where did you last see him 1 

Amxeer. I saw him, I think, in 1S68. 

Qu«9tuin. What season of the year ! 

Jiiwiwr. Along about in June, I think, as near as I can remember. 

Qw«8(wn. Do you know James W. Russell, William L. Edwards, and John G. Hol- 
land, the defendants ! 

Anmier. Tes. 

QatsHon. Those ate the— 

Antirer. Those are IJe gentlemen. 

QuesHan. Do you know anything about bodies having been recovered from a well, 
some time, over at Searcy 1 

Answer. Yes ; I Iieard there was one taken out of a well there. 

(Mr. Williams objected.) 

QaesUov. What well was it ! 

(Mr. Gall^her oWeeted. The court sustained the objection.) 

QuesiioB. Do you know a wel! over there, some distance from that sulphnr spring T 

Anixoer. Yes. 

Qaestion. What place is it on ? 

Answer. The old McConiho place, called the McConihe place. 

Qmstion. State whether yon saw any of the defendants near that well before this re- 
port of this body having been recovered. 

Ansaer. Well, I saw a couple of these men there. 

Question. Just state tho circumstances nnder which you saw them. 

Anstver. Well, myself and brother were out-hunting one evening, and went out to 
look at some pigeons, to shoot some pigeons, and were coming down the hill toward 
this old house, niis old well place, and we heard some' plank fall down, or something, 
and loobed down and saw these two men at the well, and we started down there ; 
nevev thought anything about it, and went on down to the well or toward it, and got 
about forty steps of the well, I reckon, and these two men looked around toward us 
and started off. 

Quea1S«n. What kind of a gait did they go in J 

Annxcer. In a pretty fast walk ; and 1 asked to my brother ; " What do yon suppose 
them boys were leaving there in such a manner; that we were not going to hurt them 
or anything of the kind." Hesaid,"IIe did not know. They seemed to be acting 
letj etrange" 

QvesiioH In what direction you say T 

Ayaxner. They went east. 

Question Did they follow the road, or go where T 

AnsjBfi No, sir; into an old field, and out of the old field into a considerable thicket. 
Tho last I saw of them they were going in that; I do not think there is any — there is 
an oldroadransthrough the thicket; I have been there myself. 
Question. How far is the thicket fl^ra the well t 

Aumocr. Well, sir, aa well as I can remember, about three hundred yards from the 

Qumtion. How long was that before tlie inquest was held, or do yonknow wietheraa 
inquest was ever heH there T 
Aaajoer. Yes, I do not know it. I heard of it. 
Qaesiion. How long was this before you heard of it t 
Answer. It was some two or three weeks before I heard about it. 
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Qaeslioa. That was the body said to be recovered at tbe well, was it not 

Jneifcr. Yea, sir. 

(Mr. Williams objected.) 

OHes/wJi. Did they — you say you Iieard a Inmberiug T 

Anmca: Yes, sii. 

Qaeation. Where did that seem to be t 

Anmea: Wiill, it seemed to be rigiit at the well. I saw the men there. 

guwtioJi. What were they doing! 

Atievxr. When Ifirst saw tliom they then had hoU of oni 
cheons tliat were overthe well. It was a split-out pnneheo 
was kiEd of " sfcelped " off. 

Qitesiion. Were tl»e puncheons heavy or light ! 

An^tter. They were very heavy, the puncheons were. 

Qae»tion. Just show ahoutthe attitude to tho jury they wcro in at the well. 

Atmeer. Well, now, for instance, the well was right here. [The witness, rising, illus- 
trated by gestures his description of the situation.] The -well was tight here, [P>inting 
to his front.} The puncheon was layingacrosa the well this way, [moiioningerosawiae,] 
and they were at this end, [gesticulating with the right hand:] you may say, down this* 
way. One of them had hold of the puncheon jnst this way, [leaning over and motion- 
ing as though seizing something with both hands,] and they dropped it down and 
started away. Hadholdof the end of the puncheon this way, [repeating the same gesture 
as before,] and when I first saw them they dropped it down. I went toward thera. I 
don't know they had saw me then, though, when the puncheon was dropped. 

^Kestion. What time was it they looked round ( 

Aniwer. About the time I got in thirty or forty steps of the well. That was as near 
the distance as I can state. 

Qa^tion. Which two did you say it was that were there ? 

Ansieer. Mr. Holland and Mr. Edwards. 

Question. Where is your brother who was with you T 

Anmner. He is dead, sir : he died this si 



Cross-examined by Mr. Turner : 

QaesUoji. Did you know Parker 1 

Aniwer. 1 knew the man they called Parker. 

Question. Didn't know his other name than Parker 1 

AmwHtr. Ho, sir ; I didn't know his other name. 

Question. You say yon were about forty steps from these men wheii you first saw 
them I 

Ansmer.' Ho, sir; I was over that when I first saw them. 

Question. When they saw you f 

Answer. When they looked round and started away I was thirty or forty steps from 
tbem, as near as I can get it. 

QaestiOH. You were coming from what direction 1 

Anawei: From the direction of Mat Morris's mill. You know where Tim Wa.lktt 

QaestUm. Yes ; what direction was that from the well ? 

^nattier. Rather a west direction. 

Question. How far from that when yon saw the plank fall '. 

.Insioer. Sixty or seventy yards. 

Question. You came to the well 1 

Answer. No, sir ; I didn't stop at the well ; I stopped as near to the well as to you, 
(five or six paces from the well.) Didn't go close. 

Question. Were yon in sight of the yard when they saw yon t 

Answer. I was right at the fence, or where the fencQ is now. There was very little 
fence there then. 

Qmstion. Were yon coming along the lane in front of the honse ! 

Answer. Ho, sir; there was uo lane there, nor road either. There was a road running 
in a diffbreut direction from where I was coming— up aud down a string offence, 

Qaestiott. Ilielieveyouaaid yon were not inside thoyardatthetime they walked oifT 

Answer. No ; I was not inside the yard. 

Question. Abont forty steps from that 1 

Ansirer. Near forty steps somewhere, I suppose. 

Question. Mr. McMillion, how long was that before the hody was discovered, or yon 
hoard the body was discovered in the well f 

Answer. Some two or three weeks, along there. I cannot exactly give the time, be- 
cause 1 never thought anything about it. 

QaesUou, Recollect having a coaversatiou with Henry Black — you know Tiim I 

Answer, 0, yes ; I know him. 

Question. Do yon recollect having a conversation with him about those men being at 
the well ; I mean aft«r the man was discovered T 
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Qaestion. Had no conversation with Henr^ BIa«k, at all, after it ! 

Answer. I do not know ; I migM Lave had converaatioii with him. I Icuow one man 
I have conversed with. I do not recollect haviQg any with him. 

Question. Do you recollect telling Honry Black these men heoame offended with you 
because you said they were the parties t 

An$wer. Yes ; I auppose they became offended. 

Questicm. Did you tell Henry Black I 

JlJlSNW. I do not know whether 1 told Henry Black or 
tell you who the man was that came to me and told n 

QutatUm. About Henry Black f 

Aaavier, I do not know. 

QiKition. Didn't you tell Henry Black when you saw these men iu that direction 
they w"rfl not near the well at all 1 

AnBwW, I know I didn't tell Mm that, for I would not have told the truth if I had 
told it. 

Question. Didn't you tell Henry Black you had said, after the man was discovered, 
that these men did the deed, but you were only joking about it f 

Anmeer. No, sir ; I never did. 

Question, Didn't you further tell bim that, in speaking about their being at the well, 
they were not near the well, but some distance from it, and were going bunting t 

Answer. I do not recollect over saying a word to Henry Black about it in my life. 
H I did, I do not recollect it. I was very careful when I was notified how I talked. 

Question. Did tiese men have any gana at the time you saw them t 

Answer. Yes ; they had a gnn apiece. 

Question, Was it in time of pigeon-hunting T 

AniHEer. Yea, sir ; .there was some few pigeons there at the time- 
Direct examination resumed i 

Qaestion. You say some one told yon to keep yonr mouth shut ; who was it 1 

Answer. Mr. Ben Bradley come to me and told me that. 

Qaesiion. About what f 

Answer. About sayiug these boys were out there at that well. That was after the 
body was discovered in there ; that I had better do it; that Mr. Edwaids was a daO- 
gerons man. 

(Mr. Turner objected.) 

The prosecuting attorney stated that he proposed to show that Bradley was a mem- 
ber of the Ku-Elus Elan. 

After farther remarks by Mr. Gallagher, 

The Court. What do yon say to tue witness, gentlemen; do you want him any 
longer I 

The Prosbcdtino Attoknev. No, sir. 

The CuuRT. [To witnesa.] Stand aside, if gentlemen have got through with him. 



BUNK McCAULEY, a witness on behalf of the prosecution, was called and sworn. 
Examined by the Prosecktikg AironireY : 

Question. What is your name? 

Answer. J. M. McCanley. 

Question. Where do yon reside T 

Afiewer. Fairview, Independence County. 

Qvesiion. In what State were yon reared 1 

Answer. Id this State, principally, from the time X was sis years old. 

Question. Where were yon &om 1861 to 1864 ( 

Answer. In the confederate army from June, 1861, until June, 1665. 

QueslioH. Were you in any battles and skirmishes; if so, howmanyt 

Ansicer. I was in twelve battles, some — I do not remember how many skirmishes — 
several. 
■ Question. In whose command were you principally ) 

Ansuxi: I belonged to the eighth Kansas ri^ment up to August, 1869. After that 
I was iu an independent company for about seven mouths, and X belonged to General 
Kavanangb's brigade of cavalry until the war ended. 

Question. WLiit was your age in 1868! 

Aasiccr. What nas my age i 
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Qae$tion. Yes, in 1S«B. 

AtiM>ei. I wna twenty-two years old in Octolter, 1668. 

Ql^Hoji. You are now twenty-fiTe, then ! 

Anateer. Yes ; twenty-livo tbis month. 

Qveetion. Did you know one Albert H. Parker in iiis life-tiae ! 

An»wiir. Yes.eir; I have seen the man. 

Qnentimt. Where did you first meet him f 

Anncer. At Searcy, Arkansas. 

Question. Describe hia personal appearance, 

Antwer. Well, he was liglit-complesioned ; ratlier light hair anil fair complexioned ; 
a maD who might be about thirty-t wo or thirty-three years old, 

Qaeetion, How were you impressed with regard to his ability, o th hi -wt f the 
man, when yon first met bim f 

Answer. Well, sir, when I was introduced to him I was ikvo ably mp ssed with 
him. His address was that of an intelligent man. 

Question. Where were yon introduced to him ; under what um tanoe an i by 
whomt 

Answer. I do not remember who 1 was introduced to him by. I wa nt du d to 
him in a bar-room ip Searcy, Whi);e County. 

Quesiion. Arkansas ! 

AvsiKer, Yes, sir. 

QvesliOtt. In what year ; 1868 ! 

Ansmer. I do not know, 

Qamlwn. About what time,' as near as yon can remember 1 

Answer. I think it was in September ; some time in September. 

Qmstiim. Did you not know of an oi^nization at that time— a secret organization— 
kuown by oufeiders as the Ku-Klux Klaji f 

Amicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long had you a knowledge of such organization ! 

Answer. For some time. 

Qaestion. How long had you the knowledge of Eueb organization ! 

AnsKer. Since April, 1863. 

Qxesliott. In Aprd, 1868, and from then until the time you met Albert H. Parker ! 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did yon hold any position in the organization } 

Ansiter. Yes, sir ; I do not know that you can consider it so or not. I had authority 
from headt^uarters. I had a position as adjutant general. General McRae was com- 
mander. 

Quteliaa, What was his title t 

Anatcer. Grand Titan. 

QaesUan. Who was next to him in command T 

Anemer. I do not know, sit, that there was any one particularly nest in coniniand. 

Question. What command did the Grand Titan have ; how much territory f 

Ansvier. One congressional district. That is my nnderstauding. 

QtK«ti<m. Did jou understand the object of the order ; its organization ? Just state 
to the jury. 

Answer. Well, my understanding of the object at that time was that it was in oppo- 
sition to the radical party, and opposition to their supremacy. 

QiMStioM. Was there anything said about its being military or civil in its character ; 
which waa it f 

Answer. Military in its character. 

QaestHon. In what respect ? 

Answer. Well, in several; there were some very tight oaths connected with it : to 
obey yonr superior otBcer— any of the orders that they might issue— under a. penalty 
of being put to death ; and that covered about the whole thing. 

QiteaHait. Who initiated you into the order ! 

Angicer. Colonel Frolich. 

Question. What position did he bold at the time i 

Anaicer. At the time he was — well, I do not know what position he held at that 

Qaefdiott. What position did he hold afterward, before, and during that summer ! 

Ansicer. His position was commander of Wliite County f 

^wtion. What particular term was that called by ! 

Ansvxr. Grand Giant. 

QutsHou. Did you know James W. Enssell ? 

Atawer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When ! 

AnmBer. In 1868. 

Question. Did he hold any position in that organization daring that year 1 

Answ&: Yes, sir. 
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Qaestion. What was it ? 

Anemer. I think lie held the position of Grand Cyclops. 

Qaeetion. Grand Cyolops of what ? 

AaniKr. Of a Den ? 

Question. What do you mean hy a Den ? 

Ansioei: Company. 

Question. A. Deu and a company then coincide ? 

Antuier. Yea, sir. 

Que»tioli. Was there any partienlar numher should be asBi'jued to a Dun or company 1 

Answer, No, sir | there waa no particular number. 

Queetion. What were the privates caUed, if there waa such a thing recognized in tho 
organization i 

Answer. 1 liare foi^otten the name, sir. 

Question. Did you, as a^ntaut general, organize any ? 

Aamier. The privates were called Ghonla. 

Question. Did you, as a^ljutant general, issue orders in the organization in Dens or 
companies t 

AKgwer, Yes, sir ; I organized several Dens, and gave other men inatrnctions to organ- 

Qaestion. Had you power to issue orders for that parpose ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qaeation. How did you 

Anstcer, I signed tues< 
adjutant general. 

Question. And which was the highest ofB.cer in a Den ; what waa he called t 

Answer. Grand Cyolops. 

Qaeslica. And James w. Eusaell, I understand voa to say, was a Grand Cyclops of 
the Den at Searcy, in the summer and fall of IStiS * 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was my understanding of it. 

Question. Did you know Johu G. Holland and William L. Edwards f 

Anewer. I did. 

Question. Did John 6. Holland hold any position in the summer of 18S3? 1 do not 
mean in the organization. 

Answer. I believe he was mayor of Searcy, 

Question. Was he a professioual man 1 What was his hasiness f 

Answer. Lawyer, 

QtiBsUoa. James W. Eussell, what was his occupation ! 

Anewer. He was a clerk. 

Queslioa. William L. Edwaids, do you know what his occupation was ? 

AH»wer. No, air ; I do not. 

Question. How long had you known James W. Eussell T 

Ansuier. 8ince October, 1S65. 

Question. Were you well or partially acquainted with these parties ? 

Answer. I was pretty well acquainted with them. 

({uestion. You do not know what Edwards followed 1 

Answer. I think he was — what time did you say ! 

Question. In 1B68. 

Answer. WeU, I think in the fall of 1868 I do not think he \yas doing anything. 

Question. During the year of 1868 do you know of any business he tbllowedJ 

Answer. I think ne was in business with Mr. Eaudegier. 

Question. State to the jury do you know about Searcy auy particular persons 
that belong to that organization. 

Answer. WeU, I know several. 

Question. State the number that you know. 

(Objection made. Hot insisted on for the presBnt.) 

Question. When waa the last time that you saw Albert II. Parker, and under what 
circumstanoes, and where t 

Answer, I do not remember the dates exactly. The time, I think, waa in September 
or October, 186B, I do not remember when. 

Question, Well, will you please atate to the jury where you saw him at that time ! 

Answer The last time I saw him was about three quarters of a mile southwest of 
Seaier Arkansia. 
.Question Was it night or day! 

Answer It was at night. 

Question St'kta in whose company you saw him that night drst, and where, if you 

Answei Weil it was in the company of Mr, Edwards, Holland, Le Burrow, Bruud- 
lidge, ind myself. It was at Searcy, Arkansas. 

Qaeslion Did he come there alone or with some one ? 
Answer. He came with some one. 
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QtmUou. With whom did he come ? 

Answer. He came to the spring with Mr. Russell. 

Question. The defendant here T 

Anm)ei: Tes, sir. 

QaeatioH. What occurred whea lie 5rst came ? 

Anmier. He was arrested. 

Qneaiion. By whose order ? 

Anaioei: By the order of Mr. Brandi-idgo, I tliiiik. I do not remcoiber whether it 

Qaeetion. Whereabouts at the spring ! 

Anijxer, It was about twenty steps, I suppose, fix>in the spriug. 
■QueBiifHt. How come you at the spring at the time, uot being with these parties 7 
Anaiver. I was there attending to orders. 
yiiesffoM. Orders from whom ! 
Ansvier. Leroy Bftrrow. 

Qaealion. What i>osition did Lero^ Burrow hold, if any, in the organization ! 
AnsKa: I think he held the position of Grand Monk. 
Qaestiim. How long before yon went there after you received orders T 
AnttDer. Ten ot fiifeon minutes before I started there. 
Queation. What hind of clothes did you have on when y6u started? 
Anewer. I wore dark clothes.* 

Queaiion. Did you have on dark clothes at the time you were ordered to go there ? 
Anaieer. I had oa a light coat. 

Qui^iioTt. What did yon. do in reference to your clothing E 
Answer. I changed it. 

Qii^timi. When you received the order from the Grand Monk, were you fiiUy advised 
what was to he done f 
Answer. He told me what was to ho dono. 
Qaeatitya. In whose company did you eomo to the spring ? 
Attewer. With Mr. Burrow. 
Question. Did you meet any one there T 
Anaicei: Yes, sir. 
Qaettlon. Who ! 

AnsiBer. Mr. Holland, Mr. Brundridga, and Mr. Edwards. 
Queslton. Was the spring inclosed by a fence or uot t 
Anevrer. It was. 

Question. Were they inside or onfeido the inolosure ! 
Aamer. Outside. 
5u«8ti<w(. What conversation occurred, after you arrived there, between you-aud them, 

Anmer. I do not remember any conversation at all. I suppose there was some, but 
I don't remember what it was. I do not remember any conversation. 

Qiiesti(ni. Wellj did Mr. Parker make any remarks when he was arrested T 

Answer. Yea, sir. 

QuestiOK. What did he say 1 

Ananter. He remarked that — well, T do not remember. I don't think ho said any- 
thing when he was first arrested. A few seconds afterwards he reniEjked that they 
searched him for arms, and he remarked if they found anything he would treat. He 
supposed tbey were searching for money. 

QueslU/n. What did you do with him then f 

Answer, We searched him. 

Question. Was he confined f 

Answ^, No, sir ; he was not confined more thaii being gagged. 

Question. Gagg^ how I 

Ansmer. By tying a handkerchief in his mouth. 

Qatation. After you tied the handkerchief in his mouth, what did you do with him I 

Answer. We carried him for a mile ot three-quarters. 

Question. In taking him there, did anybody have hold of him ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; two parties. 

Qaestion. What was the object in putting the handkerchief into his mouth ! 

Answer. Keep him from making a noise. 

Qaeslion. Was the party armed or not f 

AnsKer. Which party T 

Question, The party which arrested him. 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did ho have aay arms T 

Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Well, how far did you proceed with him when he was gagged ! 

Ansaei: Well, sir, it was about half a mile— probably a little over— not over three- 
fourths of a mile. 
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Quealion. To what place f 

Jinmoerf To the McConihe place, Houthweat of Searcy. 
QiUBlUm. JoBt state what occnrred after yoa got there. 
Answer. Well, he was killed. 

QtiestUm. State under what circnmstancea antl all the circumstances connected with 

this killing, and oil that transpired, either of word or action, that you can remember. 

.^nsww. Well, 1 do not know that 1 can remember the whole circumstancea in de- 

Question. Ae near as yon can rememhcr. 

gnawer. Well, he was carried there and killed, and thrown in the well. 

Qaeation. Was he informed before or after hia arrival what his fate was to he ? 

Answer. Tee, air; ho waa. He was informed before his arrival and afterward what 
his fate would be. 

Qwalion. Did ho remonstrate or not I 

Answer. Yes, sir. Wlien he was first informed of his fate he denied it. 

Qn^tiiyn. Denied It t 

Anawer. Yea, sir ; denied being a spy and detective. 

Question. Was it charged npon him, or not, that he was ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Spy and detective of what ! 

Answer. Spy and detective sent there to ferret out the organization of the so-called 
£u-Klux Elans. 

Question. He denied it at first 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. He said ho wanted to join them. Previous to that time he had 
made stroneprofessions ia that way — that he wanted t-o join it. 

Queation. Did anybody remonstrate against his being killed ? 

AneiB&'. Yds, sir. 

Qaestion. Who was that party ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. State what you said. 

Answer. Well, I proposed to turn him loose. 

Question. Under what etrcnmstances; upon what eouditiousT 

Answer. Well, he proposed himself, to me, never saying anytbiiig about the matter 
at all, and I proposed to some party to release bini. 

Qwation. Release him to do what ? 

Answer. Go out of the country. 

Question. Alone or attended ^ 

Aneiver. Attended, if necessary. 

Question. What did he do tlien t 

Aneirer. I do not remember, sir. 

QtMsUott. Did he express any gratitude by word or action ! If so, state it. 

^MBHier. Yes, sir, he did; heputhisarm around my neck and asked me to protect him 
if I could. 

Question, Did he make any remarks more than that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir.he said that he would leave the country and never say a word in re- 
gard to what he had learned ; never say a word to the authorities or any one else. He 
would leave the United States. 

Queation. Well, were you interested in the matter or not T 

Answer. Yes, sir, I was. 

QaesUon. How long had yon known of this intention to take his life before you met 
him at the spring 1 

Answer. Well, sk, it was not exceeding ten or fifteen minutes. 

Question. You went there under orders from the Grand Monk ? 

Amwa: Yes, sir, I believe it was the Grand Monk. 

Qaestion. How long were you at the well parleying about his !)eing killed before the 
deed was consummated t 

Anstuer. Well, sir, it was not exceeding an hour, I don't think. 

Qaestion. State all that he said, if anything, in reference to his family and letters, 

Anaioer. Well, he remarked he was not a married man— had been ; and his wife was 
dead, and he had one child. 

Qaestion. Boy or girl F 

Answer. Girl. 

Question. Where! 

Answer. Somewhere in New York. 

Question. What did he say in reference to that, and to whomf 

Answer. Herequestedsome one to write to his father-in-law, who lived in New York 
some place — I do not remember the address— and Leroy Borrow promised to write to hia. 
father-in-law an anonymous letter telling him what had become of him. 

QuesUOtt. Did any one write a. letter at all T 
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Anewer. I do not think any one wrote the letter. 1 wrote a letter, but never sent it. 

QuesiiiMi. Why didn't you eeud it t 

Arnvxr. Because I was airaidof being detected in it, and changed my intention after 
I wrote the letter. 

Qamtlon. State tbo attitude he was in at the time he was Bhot.. 

A«m:cr. He was kneeling. 

Quettion. How came he to kneel J 

Jnffioer. Well, I suppose he knelt becanse he preferred to i 
had but a short time to live, and if be wanted to pray any hi 
lie theo knelt. 

Question. Did be say anything about praying at that time ! 

AnSKer. He said he never had prayed in hia life. 

Queetion. Did he make amy request in reference to any prayer T 

Answer. He requested some one of ns to pray for him. 

Question. What was done in response to that request, if anything ? 

Atumer. One of the party prayed for him. 

Question. Who was that f 

Answer. Mr. Holland. 

Question. What was the attitude of the different parties at the time of tbat prayer — 
standing, sittiug, kneeling, or what f 

Aniwer. Well, the parties having him under arrest ! 

QtteetU>n. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Standing, during the prayer? 

Qu^tioa. Yes. 

Answer. Kneeling, sir, was the attitude of the party. 

Questitm. Did they all rise afterwards t 

Ansaer. When the prayer was through f 

QueslUm. Yes, air. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qtieation. The deceased, too ! 

Anguier. He remained kneeling. 

Question. What was he doing at the time the prayer was going on* 

Answer. He was praying hiiuBeli'. 

QueatUm. Had lie ceased praying when you all got up ! 

Jjwicer. No, sir. 

Question. How long was it after you had got up tbat the killing took place t 

Answer. It was immediately afterwards. 

Question, What was be doing theu i 

Answer. He was praying. 

Qmstion. Was there any order given to fire upon him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who gave the order ! 

Aiawer. I think it was Mr. Bruiidridge. 

Question. What was the firing done witht 

Answer. Done with pistols. 

Question. Well, did he fall immediately or not ! 

Slimier. He fell immediately. 

Qaestion. Did you hear any groans uttered after the first fire S 

Anauer. Yea, sir. 

Question. Did any one fire afterwaids? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long afterwards? 

Answer. A few seconds. 

^Hon. Whowasitf 

Answer, I do not know. I didn't see the party that iiccil, sir. 

Qaesiioiu You didn't see it, sir 1 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. After that, what was done with his body ! 

Answer. It was thrown in the well. 

Question. And what was done with reference to the well T 

Aniwer. Well, sir, the^e was nothing. We covered- it up, like it wa.s before. 

Question. What with I 

Ansum: With some split puncheons— timber split up, tbat w^e call puncbeous. 

QaesHon, Were the puncheons hoaYv or light ? 

Answer. Tolerably heavy — not very lieaw. One man i 

Question. Jnst state your conduct and feelings on thf 

was discussed at the well whether ho should be kUled oi 

(Mr. Gallagher objected.) 

An._ r. T .J. 1.^ — j._^. _L_j. j.i __.■,.! — -n:g feeliugs maj be indicated 
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Question. State wLat you did and eaid oa that occasion. 

Aniicer. Well, I didn't say n great deaL I remarked lo one of the party — 1 don't 
Tememljer who it was — to turn him loose; well, I made this remark, that if wa wonld 
turn liim loose, did they think that he woald erer report us, and have us arrested. I 
didn't think that J I didn't believe he would. I don't remember who the party was. 

gaesfion. Did any one slied tears on that occasion ? 

Qaeatioa. Who was it! 

Anawa: I did. 

QiKstion. How came yon to do it f 

Jnswer. It was sympathy for Mr. Parker. I couldn't avoid it. 

Qnealioit. Yon had known him but a short time ? 

Anauier. But a short time. 

(jii^iion. Well, where did you go after this thing ooctirred, if anywhere ! 

Answer. I went hack to Searcy, to the town of Searcy. 

Question. How long did you remain there ! 

Amieer, I staid there till December. 

Qaeslion. Of what year) 

Jiisww. Eighteen hundred and aisty-eight. 

QaettUm. Wheredidyongo then! 

Jmwcw. To Memphis, Tennessee. 

Question. From there where? 

Anwier. Back to Searcy. 

Qaeetion. Wiereftom there T 

Ansieer. Well, I was buying cotton, for nearly two mouths, for Greer & Baucum . 

Question. Did you go to any other State ! 

jnsioer. No, sir; not that— — 

Question. Where were you in 18691 

Answer. Part of the year I was in Fairview, lodcpendence County. I weuttoTosna 
m that year. 

Qaestian. When did yon retnrn from Texas ? 

Answer. In March. 

Question. Of what year! 

Ansieer. Eighteen hundred and siity-nine— 1870. 

Qaeslion. March, ISTO ? 

Jbhmwc, Yes, sir. 

Question. How long after that were you arrested ! 

Answer. About ten days. I got home Wednesday, and the uest Sunday week I 
■was arrested. 

Qa^tion. llow did you happen to come back T 

Answer, My brother was sick, sir ; and I camo back on that account — didn't espeet 
him to llTe. 

QuesOoa. Where did Holland, Russell, and Edwards remain, meantime ! Where 
were they at S 

Answer. They were at Searcy, I guess— there all the time, as far as I know. 

Question. Did you go back to the well at any time after— do you remember the time 
the body was said to have been taken out of the well ! 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Were you present ! 

Answer. I was not present at the— I was in Searcy at the time, 

Qnes^on. Had you ever been to the well from the time you put the body in ap to the 
time it was said to have been taken oat t 

Ansicer. I had not. 

QUfSition. Had you held any conversation in reference to how to sink a body, witti 
;uiy onet 

ATiswer. No, sir ; I don't think I had. I talked with Mr. Borrow about it. 

Quesiiou. Which Burrow ! 

Answer. Leroy Burrow. He said something about it. I don't remember what the 
conversation was, now. 

Question. You ace positively certain that these defendants are the parties that were 
with yon — that is, Edwards and Holland ? 

Jmsicw. Yes, sir. 

QtKslioM. Did you see Russell— ah, you stated Enssell came down t(r the spring with 
him, I believe. Had you been told who was to bring him down there, or Sd you un- 
derstand that! 

Answer. I had not. 

Question. You simply changed your suit and went with them, under orders £N>m the 
Grand Monk ! 

Anstcer. From Mr. Barrow. I hadn't time— I didn't ask anything about it— heonly 
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remarked Paiker waa a spy, and ttey Iia,il detucteil him ; and if we didu't do some- 
ttiiogwo would all be jerked up and arrested. 

Question. Jerked up and arrested ! 

Ansicer. Arrested — sent to Little Eoek. 

Qaeatioii. Were there any papers prodaced when you were all talkiuij at the well 1 

Ansii^ei: No, sir; if there were, I didn't see them. 

Questtott. From Parker T 

AnsKur. Ho, sir. 

gue^Uoa. Were tbcre any referred tof 

Question. What ivero thej ; and ■what were tiie eircumstaucos! 

Aneiccr. Well, somo one — Mr. Burrow, I think— told Mi'. Parker they had intercepted 
his letters, and lie was a Bpy,.£tnd all this kind of tiling— that they had found him oat. 

yiiesHon. What was the object of that conversation being Uronght up! 

Aniaei: To prove to him that they knew he was guilty of being a spy — tliat they 
were not kiillnj; hini by any other motive, I suppose. 

Qaettion. Where did all this occur — in what couufy and State? 

Ansuier. White County, State of Arkansas. 

Question. In what year T 

Anevia: Eighteen hundred and six-eight. 

Queaiion. Eighteen liuudied and sixty-eight — laSH, I believe you said 7 

Anamer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you taken after you were arrested? 

Anewer. I was carried to Little Bock, Arkansas. 

Question. Where were yon placed — by whom were you arrested! 

\S arrested by General Kcyes Daiiforth, a(|jutant geueral of the State, at 

„ . n made before yon were arrested f 

Anncer. No, sir ; I think not. None that I knew of. 

QwealioD. How near did the defendent, Mr. Russell, come to where the deceased, 
Albert H. Parker, waa arrested 1 

A«s>ee7: He passed right by the place. He passed right immediately over tlie steps 
of the spring. 

Qatation. Went in to the spring 5 

Anairer. Yes, sir ; went in to the spring. 

Question. And was he inside or outside when you gagged him, and carried hiin off ! 

ATmeer. He was inside, sir ; as well as I remember. 

Mr. Williams. That is, Parker was, you menu ? 

Ansteer. No, sir ; Mr. Eussell. 

Mtar colloquy between the prosecuting attorneys and Mr. Williams, 

The PROSBCUTISG Atfohnev. Did lie pass iusLdo — cross the steps there befoi* or 
after Brnndridga gave the order of arrest f 

Answer. He passed in before. 

QnolioR. That is, inside t 

Answer. Tea, 

Question. When the order was given t 

Ansuier. Yes, sir ; 1 suppose inside, clear to the spring. 

QuesiioM. What oeeame of him afterwards that night F 

WiXNESiS. Became ofhim! 

The PfioSECDTIKG Attotnby. Tea. 

Answer. I don't know sir ; I suppose 

Queslioa. Did you see him afterwards that night t 

Answer. I did. 

QaeitUm. Where t 

Answer. At bis room. 

QueatioM, Where did you stay that night * 

Answer. I staid with hiio, 

Question. Was there any conversation between you and him, as to what became of 
Parkert 

Ansjoer. I told him what wo had done with Parker. 

The Prosecuting Attobney, We may want to recall the witness again as to another 
fact not drawn put here, after the train arrives. It will beuothingcoiinocled directly, 
remotely only, with the case. 

Mr. GiLiAGHEB, I suppose that will be a matter addressed to the discretion of the 
court t 

The PifoaecuTiso Attorney. Certainly. 
Cross- examined by Mr. GiLLAGHSR : 

Question. Mr. MoCauIey_, the question asked you, at the start, ivhetber you knew 



db,Google 



380 CONDITION OP AFPAIES IN THE SOUTHEEN STATES. 

Albert H. Parker. You said yon did. Do joa kuow if Palter was named Albert H. or 

Ansiecr. No, air ; I do nOt. I don't kaow wbether it was Albert H. Parker, or not, 
from my own knowledge, I waa introduced to hiiu as Captain Parker, 

QueatioK. That was the Wfty ho waa called, was it— be was known as Captain 
Parkerl 

Amaicr. Yes, sir ; I afterward learned his natno was A. II. Parker. 

QaetUon. A. H. Parker I 

AttdKer. Yes, sir. 

Quertiiw. The question waa asked, when yon got acquainted with him first. Please 
state that ^lio, as near as you can. 

AMwer. 'Well, sir, it was in September, I believe. 

QuesHon. Eignte«a hundred and sixty-eight ? 

AnauKT. Somewhere about the Ist of September, 186S. 

^(BBfion. You were asked, by the State, how you were impressed by him, and yon 
said, fevorably. On what' account I 

Anmer. Well, I waa favorably impressed with him as regards his intellect, and being 
a very keen, shrewd man. That is what 1 mean. I was not favorably impressed as 
regards to tke man himself— only in regard to his intellect, and being a pretty shrewd 
fellow. 

Qaestioa. How long from the time you first got acquainted with him to tke time he 
was brought down to the epriug'T 

Answer. Well, it wasn't over— 1 don't think it was over two or three weeks— not 
over two weeks. I think it waa in September I got acquainted witti bim — it may have 
been October— one of those months— about the first of one month or the otlier. I 
don't remember, sir, the exact date ; I think It was September. 

Cwstioii. Well, did yon see him often ! Where did be live aU that time ? Where did 
he stay? 

Answer. WcD, sir, I don't know where be staid at. I have learned since that be 
boarded at Mr. Bariows's hoteL 

Queation. Where is thet 1 

Answer. In Searcy, Arkansas, on Spring street, 

Queatiim. Did you live there at that time! 

Aneuier, Yes, sir. 

Qneelion, Did you see Parker there often t 

Answer. I have seen him several times. 

Qu^ion, Did you talk with him I 

Answer. I waa introduced to him, once 
he came over to the bonse I waa ataying ii , , 

a conversation with me in regard to politics, and I waived bim off— everything was 
preMyhot then, jnst before the election. 

Qviestion. Where did he say he was from ! 

Answer. He said he was &om Texas. 

Question. What did he say with regard to Ms services iu the war; did he tal:c any 

Antaier. He said he was in the confederate army. 

Qaealitm. Did he 

Answer. Well, now, liere — he didn't say to me that he was in the confederate army ; 
I waa too fast. I never tsdfcfed with him about his being in the confederate army; I 
have that only from hearsay. My understanding was tbat he was in the confederate 
army, in Parsons'e Texas regiment, I think. 

Million. He tried to draw you into politics ; what politics did he pretend to be off 

Answer. Heptetended to be a very strong democrat. 

Question. What waa his opinion in regata to negro anffrage, and radicals ! 

Answer. Well, it was bitterly opposed to it, sir ; at least he pretended to be. 

QaeatUm. Did he ever allude to the Ku-Elax to you f 

Answer. Never did, sir. \ 

Question. Eversay whether he desired to belong to iter not, or desired to belong to it t 

Answer. No, sir; he never alluded to it in any way. He commenced on both occa- 
sions. I was in the store, and not very busy. I handed him a chair, and asked him if 
he would sit down, and talked to bim a while. He commenced speaking of radioaJs 
and democrats, and I waived the thing off; I didn't talk to him anything on the anb- 
ject ; politely aa I could, just dropped the thing. 

QiteBlicii. Did he state anything to you about a " white man's party," in this conver- 
sation f 

Answer. No, sir? 

Question. Then the nest thing was in regard to the Ku-Klus organization. By whom 
were you initiated f 

Answer. By Colonel Frolich. 

Qaesiiott. About what time ! 
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Mawis: Iq April, 1868, as well as I remember ; I tliiuk it waa in that mouth ; well, I 
tbink it was in April. 
QuesUon. When did you got tbat equivalent to the post of adjatant general in the 

Aiiewer. I think it was in June. 

(iuesiion. Who gave it to you t Who handed it to you ! 
AnsaiT. General D. McKae. 
Qaestion. He banded it to you T 
Am\m: Yes. sir. 

Qiiestioa. Well, now, did jou not understand, f 
oFjjauization was for the purpose of opposing the e: 
wulte man's covemment f 
Answer. I did, nir. 

Question^ You ho testified before Judge Touley, in your previous e; 
Answer. Yes, sir; and this time. 
QutslioK. You say it assumed a kind of military organization? 

Amwer. t/ts understanding of the organization waa that it was in opposition to the 
radical party, and negro eupremacy, and in favor of white men ruling the government. 
That waa my understanding of the organization at the time. 

(jueaMon. Waa it not your understanding it was the object to protect yourselves from 
aggression of the other patty ! 
Aneuier. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did yon not ncderstand they -were in military form— organized against you 1 
Antwer, Yea, air. 

Qaei&oa. It was to protect yourselves against aggression from them, was it 

JjMtMT. Yes, sir. 

Qseation. That yon ent«red into the bond T 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qmetion. Well, did you understand, at that time, tbat you were to commit murder 
or acsassination, or that it was for that purpose ? 

Answer. If we were imposed upon, sir, I understood— my understanding of it waa — 
that we were to protect one another under any circumstauces, or in any way we could. 
Qaceiion. Against this other party T 
AnaiDer. Yes, air. 

Quettion. Was that the only thing it bad to do— to protect yourselves against this 
miUtary oiganization ? 
Amieer. Yea, sir ; that waa my understanding of it at the time. 
QneaHon. Yonr evidence was — you didn't go into that with the intention of attacking 
these other parties f 
Ansv>er. Ho, sir ; I did not, 

Queatxon. But only to protect youraelves against aggression I 

JnsHier. Well, when I went into the thing — I can't hardly tell "wbat my motives 
were for going into it— I didn't hardly believe there waa sucb a thing really in eiist- 
enoe when I joined. Well, I didn't know what it was. 
Questiim. That was what you learned afterwardt 
Animer. Yes, sir. 

^mlion. Tbat it was not to be a^ressive, but to resist the attack firom these other 
parties 1 

Avsver. Well, that was my nnderatanding of it at the time this thing occurred, of 
Captain Parker. 
, ^tteation. Well, do you recollect about the date when this matter waa communicated 
to yon about Parker ! 

Answer. I don't remember the precise date. It was in September or October. I 
couldn't remember which. 

QaesUan. You say not more than two or three weeks after you first got acquainted 
with him I 
Answer. Not more than two or three weeks after I firat got acquainted with. him. 
QvtxHon. Well, just atate whom you met first. About what time was it when you 
first met any one in relation to this matter of Parker — what time in the day! 
Answer. It was after night. 
Queslion. Alter night? 

Answer. Yes, air. II was after eight o'clock at night. 
Question. It was after 8! 
JnsMW. No, sir. It waa after dark, though. 
Qaestion. Somewhere between 7 and 8, then. 

AnswtT. Yes, sir. It was before 8 — wlien, I don't remember, exactly the date, sir. 
It waa before 8 o'clock some time, 
Qaealiim. Whom^did you meet T 

Aamfer. Mr. Burrow waa the firat man that came to me 
Qutt^cm. What is his name ! 
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-Jnsii'er. Leroy Burrow. 

Qaeeiion. Where did joa hear it 3 

Amwei: He came to tlie store I was stnyiog in, of Greer & Baucnm'a. 

QuesiioJi. What did lie tell you ! 

Ansieer. That there was » man to he killed, and that I most get ready and go with 
tliem to help do it. I asked who it was, aad he said it waa this Captain Parker ; he 
was a spy and bad been detected ; that his letters had been intercepted aa a spy, and 
tJiat we would all be arrested if it was not stopped. 

Qiiettion. Well, where did you go then ? 
. WrrsTEsa. When? ' 

Mr. G4HAGIIER. Ailer he told you — ailer he communicated that fact to you. 

Antmer. Well, I got ready, and changed my coat, and ho and I went to the sulphur 
BX>rings. 

Qiwsiion. How far was that from whftro he saw you ! 

Answer. It was not ever two buudred yards. 

Questioa. And whom did you find there ? 

AitatDer. Fonnd Mr. Holland, Mr. Edwards, and Mr. Bruudridge. 

Question. How long after that did Mr. Parker come f 

Anaimr. Well, sir, a few minutes. I don't remember the time — it wasn't— it was a 
short time. 

Qaeetion. Wlio did you say was with him ? 

Answer. Mr. Kussell was with him. 

Question. Did Parker come up and join you t 

Anncer. He stopped at the steps. 

Queetion. Where yon were I 

J<ae«xr. Yes, sir. We spoko to him. 

Question. What did ItussoU do then ? 

Amwer. Mr. Eussfell camo over the steps ahead of Mr. Parker, and walked on to the 
spring. 

QueitioH. Well, how long did you talk with Parker before you arrested him T 

Awetver. Well, sir, a short time. It was not Iohk. Just as soon as we could arrest 
him and gag him. It was a very short time we talked to him. 

Quealioa. A minute or two before yon arrested him? 

Anewer. Well, sir, I don't remember. It was not exceeding five minutes before we 
arrested him. It was after Bussell passed the steps. 

Qaealion. Russell had gone on before you arrested him ! 

Ansmer. Yes, sir; he came over first. We all spoke to Captain Parker, and thoro 
was something remarked about its being nice weather, or a beautiful night, or some- 
thing of that Kind ; bnt, probably, that was as he was going up on the steps, as be 
spoke; and wlien he got on top of the steps be was arrested. Mr. Knssell had walked 
on, ahead of Captain Parker, to the spring. 

Question. Whogave the order of arrest f 

Answer. I think Mr. Brundridge — William Brnndridge— gave the order of arrest. 

Question. Do you know whether Russell heard the order of arrest given 1 

WrrsEfis. Do I know whether Russell had the order given ! 

Mr. Gallagher. Heard the order given I 

Ansuier. I do not. I couldn't teU whether be heard it or not. 

Qv^ioa. How far was he off I 

Answer. Well, sir, not over twenty steps. . 

Qae^ion. Did he come up and join you after that, that night ? 

Aneieer. No, sir. If he did, 1 don't remember it. I have no recollection of seeing Mr. 
Russell until after Captain Parker was killed. 

Question. And then you took Captain Parker off? 

Ansiiter. Yes, sir. 

Questleit. Well, did Russell have anything on his aim when he came therel 

AioKtr. He had a bucket, 

Qvsslion. And went to the spring ? 

Answer. Yea, sir ; I remember 

Question. What sized spring was that P 

Answer. Well, I don't remember. 

Afr. WilJ.nMS. Did he say Russell had a bucket f 

Witness. Yes, sir ; he bad a bucket on bis arm. 

Mr. Gallagher, What kind of epriag is thatf 

Answer. Sulphur spring. 

Qutstion. A large spring — copious! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaesiion. Persons in the town use it 1 

Answer. Yes, sir; most every person in tbe tewn uses it. 

Qaestion. How large is iSearoy — how many inhabitants^ 

Answer. Well, sir, I suppose there are twelve or fifteen hundred. 1 don't know. 
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Queetiim. lu regard to the killing of Parker, tbat you allege took place— were you 
not actnated by the belief, and those with you, it iraB necessary, to save yourselves 
from destrnctioE, and your family, and the people, from this opposing organizationT 
Jmnier. Yes, sir ; that was my belief, sir. 

Question. And that is what actnated you and tlie rest of theni T 

Aimcer. Well, I don't know in regard to the rest of them ; I know it -was in regard 
to myself. 

QuesHon. That, yon understood, ivaa the ruling power of all of jou t 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaeation. In fact. Burrow told you bo, I believe. 

Angteer. That was my understanding, sir. I don't know what the ideas of the other 
parties were at all. 

Qneation. Now, Mr. McCauJey, haTine got through with that portion, let \m come to 
youi arrest, Do yon recollect particularly the time you were arrested— the day I 

Answer. I remember the day of the week. I don't remember the date, I think it 
was on the 21st of March— Sunday. I believe it was the 21st. It was Sunday. 

QuestUm. What year 1 

Anmer. In 1870— in sixty- it was in IBTO— March, 1870. Yes, air ; it was in 1870, 

^ieation. Who arrested, yon t Just state the circnmstances oi your arrest, and why 
yoH were arrested. 

^neroer. Well, George Goad and Jim Goad were the men. I didn't submit to tlieir 
arrest until General Danforth and one or two other parties— George Hughes, and- 1 
don't remember the others 

Question. State where it was, and all the oironmatanees. 

Ansaer. Fairview, Independence county. I was out at the gate, and had no idea of 
such a thing as being arrested ; never thought once of it. I hiui seen Goad the day be- 
fore, and gave him some papers to sue on. He was constable. I supposed that was 
what he was after— to got some iuHtmctions in regard to it, or notify us in regard to 
the trial. I was in my shirt-sleeves and bareheaded. He told me he wanted to see me, 
and I went outside the gate, and he remarked that he had a writ for my arrest. I 
asked what it was for, and he told me he didn't know. I asked him to read it, 
and he couldn't read it. I taken the writ from him and saw that Mr. James Eussell's 
name and mine were in the same writ, for any officer to arrest us; that they had rea- 
sonable grounds to suppose we were guilty of murder. I told him that that was all 
fuflge ; that 1 should certainly not go with him. 

QHestiiyn. That was to Goad 1 

Antwer. Yes, sir. My uncle was sitting on his horse, and I told him "Here is a writ 
for my arrest oh a charge of murder," and that I wasn't going, and he got down to look 
at it, for I bad done read it ; and he asked Mr. Goad where the writ come from — who 
brought it— and he said General Danforth ; and just then General Danforth and George 
Hughes and another gentleman came riding aioand the comer of the field. I don't re- 
member the name ; it was some militia one, that lived ju White County. James Goad 
looked np and SKiid "Here is General Danfbrth now." He came up; I was introduced 
to him; and General Danforth told me to get ready to co to Little Rock. I asked my 
uncle what I mnst do abont it, and he seemed confused, but told me he didn't know, 
hardly, what to do in the matter; and I saw it was nsele 
had nothing; and I told htm of course I would submit t< 

Qaeshoii Then what did they do with youf 

Answer. They carried me to Little Eock. Well, they arrested me right there. Gen- 
eral Danforth told me to get ready to go to Little Eock, and as quick as I could get 
ready I nent in. 

Qveslwii. Did yon see that writ; from whom it purported to issue T 

-Smsiier. I think, from Judge Bowen. 

Qjieeiion. Of the supreme court ? 

Answtr. Yes, sir. 

QuesJioM Was yonr name in the writ ! 

Ansv.vr. Yes, sii^"Bunk" McCauley. 

QuusUon. To arrest yon, and what else T 

AnsKer. To arrest Bunk McCauley and James W. Eusaell; that thoy had reasonable 
^gronnds to suppose we were guilty of the crime of murder was the way the writ read 
—that they had reasonable grounds to believe we were guilty of the crime of murder. 

Queatiou. Did it state the murder of any particular person J 

Anewfr. No, sir ; it did not. 

Question, What time did you get to Little Eock t 

.Anateer, I got to Little Eock, on this side of the riv 
in the evening^it may have been — well, I think it w 

Qiteation. When dad you cross } 

Anncer. Between 3 and 4. 

Qveelion. Where did they carry you to then t 

Ati»Ker. To the State-house. 
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Qaegtion. Whom did you see there f 

^Mwec. I saw several peraonB. 

QaesHoit. Name tbose you saw. 

Aiigtcer. I saw Governor Clayton, Colonel Barton, and tlie deputy sheriff, Jim Vacco 
— I was introduced to him, though, before I got to the State-house — introddoed to 
Vance soon after I arrived. Where waa I carriei] to tirst T 

Mr. Gallagher. Yes. 

Atiewer. Well, the first place I waa carried to was a saloon to get something to drink. 
£So understood hy stenographer.] 

Question. Went to get something to eat [so heard] and then waa carried to the State- 
house t 

Ansaer. Yes, air. 

Question. Have any conversation with the parties at the State-house f 

Anmier. I bad some little conversation— waa introduced to Gflveruor Clayton. 

Quettion. What occurred between you and Governor Ciaytou T 

Witness. At the State-house T 

Mr. Gailaqhek. Yes, sir, 

Ansv^er. Notiine, only the usaal compliments on an introduction. There waa noth- 
ing in regard to this ease, though. Only, I remarked, we had a very unpleasant trip, 
and mine was unusnaliy ao, owmg to my being under arrest — it was very muddy, and 
80 — traveling. 

Question. There wasn't anything said in relation to this matter ? 

Answer 'So, air ; nothing only tiiat. 

Question. Where did they carry you to t 

Anaieer. To Little Eock jail— Pulaski County jaU, I suppose it is. 

QuMlton. What day did you get there I 

An»wer. On Monday. 

Questitm. That eveuing they carried yon to the jail ! 

Anateer. Yes, sir. 

Ques^an. Where did they put yon T 

Answer. In a cell. 

Question. One or two stories to the jail ! 

Answer. Put me in the lower story. 

^uettion. There are two stories, then T 

Anmear, Yea, sir. 

Question. Well, did any of them come to see yon that evening T 

Witness. Before night! 

Mr. Gallagher. Yes. 

Ansuter. No, air ; there was aome lawyers came in— Newton and Gallagher, and Clark, 
and WilUama— some one camo there with a dispatch, and the jailer wouldn't let tiiem 
in to see me — before night— just before night. 

Question. Did they sec you that day or night I 

Witness. Those lawyers 1 

Mr. GALLAOHElt. Yea, sir. 

Anetver. No, sir; they did not. 

QaesHon. Welt, who came to see you that night t 

Anncer. Well, sir, I saw Governor Claytoa that night, and Captain Stephen 
Wheeler. 

Question. They came ronnd to the jail, did they ! 

Answer. Ybb, sir. 

Qneslion. Did they have an interview with you T 

An^iBBF. They did. 

Question. Where held ? 

Jumper. In the dining-room of tho jail, where the jailer's family eat. 

Question. Any other prisoners there ! 

Answer. So, sir. 

Queetioa. Well, did this matter of Parker come up ! 

Answer. It did. 

Question. Well, what occurred between you ! 

Anaurer. Well, there was conaiderable eonveraation io regard to it. 

Question. Well, jost etate erenrthing that was done, and what waa told yon, and 
what promises were held out, and ao forth. 

Answer. Governor Cla^on, wljcu I first went into, the prison- 1 mean into the din- 
ing-room — when I went into the dining-room I spoke to Governor Clayton, and he re- 
marked to me that he came to talk to me in regard to this Parker a^ir. 
Ry Mr. Williams : 

Question. What time was this ; about 9 o'clock at night ! 

Answer. I don't think it was after 9 o'clock. It may have been, but I don't remem- 
ber the exact date, under the circumstances. He told me he had come to talk with mo 
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in regard to tbis Parker afikir, this man tliat was killed at Searcy. I told him I kuow 
nothing about it ; that he had come to the wrooc man. And he told ma there was no 
nse for me to say that ; that one party had sold the thing out— had betrayed the thine, 
and told everything he knew about it, and that he could convince mo that they had. 
I told him if he coSd convince me, probably I would have a different idea in regard to 
it; andhesatdbwnandtoldmefhewholecircnmstaneeaof the killing of Parker, irom 
the beginning -up— told me of things that I had entirely forgotten myself; and told 
me that, throogh the influence of Captain Wheeler, he proposed, if there was any len- 
iency shown to any one, he would show it to me; that he -had the whole thing; that 
there was another one of the party had proposed to tell it, and was only waiting for 
an opportunity ; and it was through the influence of Captain Wheeler that he wonld 
make auch a proposition to me. I told him I would like to see Captain Wheeler, and 
asked him if he was in Little Rock. He said he was out in the yard. Captain Wheeler 
was tlien called into the room, and Governor Clayton remarked to Captain Wheeler 
that he had convinced me that he knew all aboutthiathing, and Captain Wheeler then 
remarked to me that the governor did kuow the whole thing ; that one party had sold 
it out, and there was another one wanting to do It, and tl)e only reason he hadn't waa 
because he hadu't the chance; and he nad told Governor Clayton if any one was 
diown any leniency he would like it lo be me. I asked Governor Clayton's advice, 
and appealed to him as a man, and as the governor of the State. I told biu I hadn't 
seen any friends, nor anyone to advise with, and appealed to him every way. and 
asked him as a man, outside of his official duty, or anything of the kind, to tell me 
what to do ; and he and Captain Wheeler told me I wira very foolish if I didn't give 
evidence in it ; that one party had sold it ont, and another was only waiting for an op- 
portunity, and they were going to have the evidence, and if I didn't tliey would ; and 
I stated substanti^y the evidence I have given in. 

Queetioti. Who did he tell you waa the man that had already sold out ? 

Anstcer. They didn't tell me who the man was. 

QvestUm. Did they tell you who the one was that wanted to do it ! 

jiiWMr. They led me to believe, sir, that it was Mr. Bui'row, and they remarked in 
the conversation in reference to It, there was one who had proposed to do it. I asked 
them if it waan't Leroy Borrow, and Governor Clayton nor Captain Wheeler neither 
one aaid it was or was not, but led to believe it was Mr. Bnrrow, and it oansed me to 
believe it more than ever, bccanae he had l)een auspicioned at Searcy of not being 
sound nohow. 

Question. Didn't they alxo say they would soon have him there? 

Answer. Yes, sir— no— hold on. 

QueslUm. Or that be would soon he there I 

Jnmver. No; I do not kuow that. 

QueetUm. Didn't mention any name, but that the one they wanted would aoon he 
there, and advised you to expedite and make basto ! 

Ansv.'er. No, air ; I do not remember that they aaid that. If they said it I do not 
remember it. > 

Qtie»ti<yH. Well, where were jou put then, after this! 

Aniwer. Put that night f 

Qaettwn. Yea; what became of yon that night! 

Jmwer. Well, sir, I was put back in one of the cells in the prisou with a lot of ne- 
groea and white men, too. I believe there were ten or eleven in a cell twelve feet 
square. 

Question. Whites and negroes under accusation of crime T 

Answer. Yes, sir." 

Quenlion. How long did you stay in the cell f 

Anawer, I think I staid there until Wednesday or Thursday. 

Queation, Then where did they put you ! 

Answer. Put me np-atairs, sir, in another room — in the condemned prisoners' room. 

Question. In the debtor s room t 

Answer. In the condem ned prisoners' room, where they put condemned prisoners in 
chaina. There is no cell theru. 

QuestiOH. There are two cells, the condemned prrionera' and the cell 

Answer. Well, I was put first in the condemned prisoners' cell, and afterward waa 
moved into the front room, and requested to be put back in the other room. 

Qaeslitm. How long afterward was it when Burrow was put there! 

AruKer. I think it was Friday evening. 

Question. The Friday following! 

Amaoer. Yea, air ; I believe it was Friday evening— I don't remember, air. 

Question. When did yon see Euaaell, Edwards, and Holland there! 

Answer. I think Roasell waa brought in Friday evening; I don't remember when I 
saw Mr, Holland and Edwards ; probably they got there Saturday morning. 

Question. That same week T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 



db,Google 



386 



CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

e wbat canswi you ti 



s not mayor of Searcy, c 



I tbiDk the question w 



Question. Well, all tLese representatioua of tlie govoraor ^i 
turn State's evidence, was it T 

AnmEer. What representations! 

QutgUon. That ;ou would be protected and not punished ! 

Angwer. Well, of course, I knew that if I turned State's evidence under those circum- 
trtanoea I would be protected and not punished, and that if 1 did not turn State's evi- 
dence other parties would. 

Qaes&>tt. TO save yourself you agreed to it T 

Answer. Of Gourse, there was do other reason in the world. 

Question. Did you have any other commani cation with Governor Clayton after this? 

Answer. I saw Captain Wheeler two or three times alter that. 

Qaestion. Ton were indicted in Searcy, <>rere you not t 

Answer. I was indicted in White County, but I changed the venue to this place. 

Qiustioa. Did you get a change of yeuue to this place from White County T 

Anaivcr. Yes, sir. 

Quesliva. Do you recollect when you were indicted — in what county I 

An^tner. I was indicted in White County. It was May or June ; in. the spring term 
of White Connty circuit court, 1870. 

Question. Eighteen hundred and seventy ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are you out on bail now ? 

Answer. I am. 

QuesHott. Under that White Connty indictment ? 

Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. For five thousand dollars bond, the same as tbeotberpartiesare,I suppose t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaesUon. It waa asked you by the State if Holland i 
rather, if lie didn't fill some place there! 

Answer. He was mayor in 1868. 

Question. He was mayor in 1868 1 

Answer. Well, I was wrong in regard to that question ; 
was mayor at tho time he was arrested ! 

Qn^lUm. Yes ; hecanse he was not arrested till 1869. 

Answer. I was mistaken in regard to tJie question. 

Qtteslion. Y'ou mean that when he was arrested he was nayo 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am not positive. I think he was loayoi 
rested. 

Question. Did you see Holland and Edwards and Kussell ii 
the jail there I 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw them. 

Question. Were they put in before you were taken up-stairs? 

Answer. I saw them in there afterward. 

QueslUm. Well, what kind of a jail did they have there T 

Answer. Iron cages. 

Question. What kind of iron cages ! 

Answer. The iron cages were twelve feet square, and they had fr 
men in a cage; niggers and whites together. 

Question, Well, wbat kind of a place was it above stairs ; how w 

Answer. Well, sir, there was only three confined in the room I - 
there were about a dozen. 

Question. What kind of a room was it ! 

Answer. It was a common, ordinary room in the prison. It wa 
than the room below. We were not so crowded. I had a 
Ixwrded with the jailer. 

Question. How was it above and below about ventilation ! 

Answer. Wdl, it was better above than below, of course, 
crowded. 

Que^i<yn. In regard to that impression that was made o 
time you saw him was he not on a spree 1 

Answer. I do not know that he was on a spree; he was drinking. 
one or two drinks when I was introduced to him. 

Queilion. Aud waa he pretty lively I 

' ' " lune was introduced to. I saw It 

oannor would change with every one. He seemed t<> 
iiigh to change his manners and style to suit every 
~ ■» the impression I formed of the man when I was 
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know his man. He was smart en 
one he waa introduced to. That ^ 
introduced to him. 

Question. Did he talk about his politics ' 

Answer. No, sir ; he did not. 

Question. It was afterward 1 
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An^mr. He camo there twice. He talked butlittleto meof politics, Howaadrink- 
ing wlien hejgot acquainted with. me. 

tiueation. Who introdnced him J 

Amwer. I do not know, sir, who it was. There were six or eight in the room, Mr. 
Brandridge was one ; Mr. Le RoL Burrow was another. 

Qaeaiion. Were you all taking a dciak together ! 

^aeition. Did you take mote than one T 

Ansmei: I took only one. 

QaestioA. How many did the other parties tat"?! 

Answer. Several. 

Question. How long did you remain together f 

Anavier. I do not know. 

Question. Did you not know Parker was a Texas desperado, who left his country for 
kiUing a man 1 

Annner. No, sit ; not until after he was killed. I did not understand anything about 
it; not from him. 

Qaestion. Did you not know it before he was killed T 

Answer. No. I had that im[)ressiou made on me after he was killed ; not before, 
Redirect examination t 

Questwa. You stated, Mr. MoCauley, that you read the warrant for your arrest 
yourself I 

Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Qaealion. It didn't diseloeo Trhat murder yon were attested fott 

Answer. No, bit; it did not. 

Queslion. Had yon not an idea, from the association of names, what murder it wast 

Answer. Well, yea ; I supposed what the arrest was for, but still I didn't know. 

Qaeslion. You state that yonr impression was that this Ku-Klux Klan was military 
in its character, to oppose some other military organization. What other military or- 
ganization was it f 

Ansmer. It was the Union League. 

Queatitttt. Was that military in its cbaractert 

JlnstMr. Mo; Idonot believe it was in those words. My understanding of this Union 
League buainess was that it was military in its organization. 

Qiusi.ion. Who explained that to you ) 

Answer. Well, I do not remember now who — probably— I do not remember, 1 be- 
lieve Colonel Frolich explained it at firs*; afterward E. N. Hall, of Cannon. 

Qiusliein. What was hisof&oial position t 

An»a>er. Well, I do not know jiositively what it was. I have heard what it was. He 
was Grand Titan of the distriot in which he Jives. 

Question. Of that congressional district at that time f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QaegtUiH. Well, he said it was to resist evilT 

.Answer. Yes. I talked with him in regard to that thing. 

Queslion. Well, you say that in giving the statement to Governor Clayton and Cap- 
tain Wheeler at the time was baswl upon the ground that you were all gone up, and 
that you could not make it worse 1 

Aiuwer. Of course. 

piMStion. You would not have given the statement, then, unless you thought the whole 
thing was up! 

^nSHier. No, sir; I would not ever have said aword. 

Question. You mean if you had not regarded the thing as dead you would not have 
said anything about it? 

Answef. Yes, sir; that is what I mean. 

QuestUin. Yon stated you feared some man to make this statement; who was this 

Ans cer Lo Eoi Burrow. 

Question Why did you fear him J Did you fear him drunk or sober ? 

Ana er 1 feared him — well, I was afraid he would get to drinking ; that he was sus- 
picioned in '^earcy as not being very sound. 

Question ^onnd, how f 

Am cer That he would probably turn traitor. 

Queslion Aud let the cat out of the wallet f 

J s OCT Yes s r. 

Qveatwn. 'i ou state that Clayton recalled things in this tragedy that you had forgot- 
ten — conversat on and such things as that T 

Anaroer '\es s r; he mentioned several little circiimstanoeB which I had forgotten. 

Question Well was the proposition from him to you that you should tell what yon. 
did not know, or what you did know ! 
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Jnmei: To tell wliat I (liil kaow. 

Question. And what yon Lave stated is what yon know of yont oitn knowledge t 

Answer. Yes ; it is what I know myself. I tellitjnat what I kuoiv of it. 



H. H. PUGH, a witucsaou thepart of theprosecutioo, called and aworu. 
Esarained by the Pkosecittino Attorney; 

Mr. Gallagher iuformally ioquireil of<the witaeaa whether iio had heard the testiraoDy 
given iD the case. 

Tlie witness replied in the negati^'e. 

[i\ U. Chrismau, a w itueas on the part of the proaeontion, haying been Bwom and 
placed under tbe rule.] 

Question. What is your name! 

Ansieer. H. H, Pugh. 

Qaeatitni. Wbat is your profession f 

AaaKer. A lawyer. 

Qiiestion. Where do yon reside? 

Awaver. Little Rock. 

QaeitUm, Were you acc[uaiated with Albert H. Parker, in hia life-time* 

Ansvier. I waa. 

Qutstion. Where.did you first meet him t 

Aasiver. In Little Book, 

Qaeslioa. How did you ascertain his name! 

Aneteer. From iiimselfj aud his acqiiaiiitauces representing themselves as knowing 
him a number of years. 

Question. Met him in Little Eockt 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QtMstion. What year ; do you remember ! 

Answer. It is three years ago, I believe. 

Question. lu lSti8f 

AnsiBer. Y'ee, sir; in this State. [Inroply to the inquiry of the atenographer, and Mr. 
Gallagher's suggestion of a misunderstanding on the part of the wituess, witness added :} 
It was in 18^. I ditln't understand tbe question. 

Question. Where did ho leave Little Rock to go ! 

Ansteer. To Searcy, 

Question. Under what ciroumstancea, state to the J ury. 

Answer. He weut there for the purpose of arresting two men that had shot at Mr. 
Wheeler and Mr. Hicks. 

QufstUin. WhatMr. Wheelert 

Ansvxr. General Wheeler; I don't know his initials. 

Quettiaa. Stephen Whe«lcr* 

Jln»!oer. Stephen Wheeler. Mr. Hieks's name I don't know. 

Qiesliiyu. In what county was that said to have occorrcdif 

Jlnsmei". In White Coanty. 

Question. Under what circumstancca did he go ; how was he induced ; who induced 
him to goT 

Aniicer. He and I conversed about it. 1 introduced him to Governor Claytnn, and he 
■went upon Governor Clayton's authority. I weut with him to introduce him to Gov- 
ernor Clayton myself. 

QaestioH. Did you know where he wm from f 

Answer. He was born, he told me, at Fredonia, New York, and waa bom and educated 
in the State of New York, 

Qaestian. Desdribehim; what kind of a looking peraon waa hel 

Answer. A medium-siz&d man, dark c ■----' J '- — 

daXkish eyes, dark hair — brown hair ; a 
high. I don't think he was quite ao tall 

Question. You introduced him to Governor Clayton f 

Answer. I did, sir. 

QvtstioM. For what purpose T 

Answer. For the purpose of having him go up there to arrest the two men th; 
mitt^ this deed — shot Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Hicks. 

Question. Who iutroducod him to you ; do you remember T 

An^ioer. I think Mr. Granger — D. 6. Granger, if my recollection aervee me. 

^iieslion. Did Governor CEijton send him after the fli'St interview with you t 

Answer. No, sir ; ho did not. 

Quesiitm. What was the reason T 

Answer. Well, he did not know whether ho was a reliable person la send or n< 

(Question. Was he afterward satisfied or not t 
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■. Yes. 

Qae»iiOH. Dill you liavo any communicatiuii wi(]i liiiii aftfii'iniiil ia rt's^ml tu this f 
Anemer. I did. 
Queatioi). Wbatf 

Ansieer. In referenca to the arrest of thuse two laea. Oae of thorn was— that is, was 
raported in Tan Buren Connty, and the other in White Connty. 

(^iKStiou. About what time iu the jear 1)JS6 was it that he west over tbere ; do you 
remember ! 

Austccr. It nras aloDS about the let of Octoberj if I recollect rlg^ht. It was eome time 
ago. I have not had tlie thing rocaUed to memory. It eo striken me 
QwtHoit. Did you ever see him after he went overtheref 

Anmier. I uever did, sir. I received two letters from him, and wrote him two or 
three. He iickuowledged the receipt by mail, by letter. I knew hi? hindwiting Part 
of it was written in cipher. I uaderstood it. I know it waa his handwriting It was 
mailed at Seiiroy. 

Queation. Yoa are positive aa to his object in going ovei: there I 
Anaieer. Tes ; it waa to arrest those men. 
Qaegtion. And not to stir np strife or injnre anybody 1 
An&tner, No, sir. 

Question. Did yon regard him as a person of coltare and sliarpness, or how ! 
Answer. He was what I would eail a polished yoang gentleman. That is, he waa 
educated, possessed good business facnlties, and was quick and disoerning. 

Questiaa, Yousay the object Governor Clayton had in sending him there was to ferret 
out the persons who had shot Mr. Hicks in White County t 
jMSMter, Those were Governor Clayton's instructions to him. 
Question. And that was bis object in goingf 
AneKer. Tea ; 1 so understood, and he so stated. 
^uesfiOn. Were you at that time a member of the Uuioii Lcaguo t 
Anaieer. I believe I was. 

Question. Was that a military organization, or what was the salient feature of the 
organization t 

AittUKT. WeU, it was a political organization, for the purpose — pledged to each other 
to support the nominee— the nominee of the party. 

Qaeation. Waa there any military feature conneoted with it t 
Amu'er. None whatever. 

Cross-examination by Mr. Gallagbbr : 
Question. Mr. Pngh, when did you first meet Mr. Parker! 
Answer: It was some two, three, or four months before he went np to Searcy. 
Question. Where was he (romf Did he inform you where he was from— to this State t 
Anamer. O, he told me his whole history a dozen times. He said he was born and 
raised in Tredonia, New York, and lived in Quiney and Saint Joseph, Missouri, and 
served on General Koan's staff, and at Little Eock and Fine liluff, and so on, and was 
a qnartermaster, I believe, in the confederate army, 
©ueelton. Had he been in Texas t 
AiUHier. Yes, sir. 

Question. A quartermaster of General Eoan ? 

Answer. He serrad as an ordnanoe ofBcer and as a quartermaster with Mr. Moore, who 
is in Tncker's office. He told me he served in those capacities. 

Queatioa. Where did he say he came from directly to this State— where did he coma 
from when he came to Little Eock ! 

Ansvter. I do not rememher that he ever told mo the particular locality. 
Question. Did he tell you any State — the State that he came fixim here I 
Anatper. Well, he told me that he had a "carry" yard and ranch of horses and raia- 
ing stock iu Te^as, and tiat he had been driving some stock North and was going back. 
Qvestiou. In what part of TesBS did he have a "cuiry" yard! 
Aiisu:tr, 1 do not remember. 
Qutstion. Whereabouts North had he driven T 
Anaioer. I do not remember that. 

Questioa. Do yoa know what State he had driven them to T 
Awaeer. I presume it waa Missouri, but am not positive. 
QueaUon. Did he tell you how old he was when he left New York I 
Ansaer. No, sir ; he might have done it. 

Qaestion. Prom the drift of the conversation, how old do you suppose he waa when bo 
left New York T 
Atietrfr. 0, I do not know, sir ; formed no conclusion or deduction irom the a 

Queation. I thought he gave you the history of his whole lifeT 
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^Hsiuec. He <li(l ; but it is like a tliousaud other men wLo give me a history iif tlieir 

Qa^ation. Where did he go from New Totkl 

Ansuier, I do not know, air. Ho told me ho had been in busineaa in Quincy, and 
some place np on the St. Joe rood, in Misaouri. 

Questioa. And where did he go to after that T Did ho tell you ? 

Ansicer. Ho. 

Queetion. Didn't tell you where he came ftom? 

Aiieiver. Well, he told me he was here in the dbnfederate army. I 

Question. Well, when he left Missouri, after the war — after the confederate army had 
disbanded or surrendered— where did he go to then 1 Did he tell you T 

Anejver. The next place he told me he was, that I remember, he was in the eonfejlerate 
army, and that ho was here in Little Rock when he was commissioned. 

QaeeMon. After the surrender of the confederate army whore did he go to then I 
Did he tell you T 
Answer. I do not remember that he did. 
QiiesWon. Ho didn't tell you 1 

Jneteer. Well, he might have done so, but I don't remember. 
Question. What year was that that you first got acquainted with hiiu I 
Anevier. I think 1868. 

Qmslioa. And did he tell you how long he had been in Texaa establishing Lis " curry " 
yardt 

Anmver. No, he didn't. My recollection ia, he had bought out somebody there. A 
small ranch is the way I put it np. 
Queglion. And he didn't tell you where ho carried his stock to sell it t 
Anmeer. No, sir. 

Question. Nor when he left Texas ! 
Answer. No, air. 

Qaeation. How came you to make his acqunintance^ 

Ajisuier. I was introduced to him, I think, in Mr. Granger's ofBce, and met liim 
frequently at that time. 

Qaeslion. Which Mr. Granger t 
Anemer. Daniel B. Granger, lawyer. 

Question. Did you approach him on the part of Governor Clayton ! 
Anawer. I introduced him to the goyecnor. 

Question. Whenyoufirstbecameacquainted with him, how cameyou to be acquainted 
with him ; just a casual acquaintance T 
Answer. Yea, sir. 

Question. How came you to introduce Lim to Governor Clayton ! 
Ansieer. Mr. Whoelcr had come down wounded to Little Eock, and lie said he was 
opposed to the system of outlawry and men being murdered, and thieving, and rob- 
bing, and stealing, and expressed himself In very strong terms^aud said if Governor 
Clayton would give him authority he would go up and get them, though he had served 
in the confederate army. He was opposed to it, and ho would go up and get thorn — 
Lewis or some other gentleman or man. 
Question. Where was this conversation ? 
Answer. Xu the Bender building, I think. 
Question. In the officef 
Answer. Mr. Grauget's. 

Question. How did the conversation come to spring upt 
Anamw. Well, sir, I could not teliyou. 
QueslioTi. Jaat in casual conversation T 

Answer. It ai'ose from conversation in regard to Mr. Wheeler's beingehot and wounded, 
and rfiot at several limos. 

Question. Did he know Mr. Wheeler at the timet 
Answer. I do not think he did ; I do not know. 

Question. Did Governor Clayton authorize you to get some person to come up here to 
Lnnt np the persons who shot Wheeler? 
Answer. No, air. 

Quealiiyn. Did you take him up and introduce him to Governor Clajtouf 
Answer. I did. 

Question. What conversation ensued between them f 
j(m«u«)\ Between Goveruor Clayton and himS 
Qaeslion. Yes. 

Answer. Well, I do not know that I remember it all. I can giveasynopaisof it. He 
wanted to know first if he was acquainted "up there, and he said there were live or sis 
of his acquaintances there who had served iu the confederate army with him — good 
southern men. lie asked him if he thought he could go up there and get these men. 
He said he thought he could. The Governor talked with him some time about it, I 
being pteeent, and he told him he would come np again some time and talk with hiiu 
about it. 
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QueaUtm. When was be there again f 

Answer. I think it was the next da^ . 

Queafion. Ton ■were with him I 

Anmner, Yea, sir. 

©BesKos. What did the governoT say ! 

Answer. That if he thought ho oouM go up there and get those men that committed 
this crime he woold be suetaiued as far as he eoald through the law and bo protected. 
He told him he had five or six acquaintancea there, and he eaid there was no donbt of 
his being able to make the arrests if he could have the proper authority. Governor 
Clayton told him if he would do so he would have the authority, and he left with that 
undeistaadiD^. 

QaeaHon. Did he give him any authority in writing? 

Anmner. I do not remember. 

QaeBtion. Too were present 1 

Anstner. Yes.^r. 

^ii*8iion. When he left t 

Ammer. When he and I went out of the room. 

QaeeHoH. How long after that did this man go to leave ! 

Anawer, I think the next da; or the day after he came on a train here, and said he 
was coming np this way and goiug on the boat, 

Qaestkm. Do yon know if he had any farther interview with Governor Clayton 1 

Anaieer. Well, only from what he stated to me himself. 

Qaeation. Was ho paid anythiogfor iti 

Anatcer. Ho was to get only the reward that was offered — a thousand dollars. 

Queatiim. Where was It stated that these men had shot Wheeler at t 

Atiawer. Well, I do not remember ; it is some place near Stony Point or some other 
" Peint " on the road ; I forget the name. 

^Mention. What about the one in Van Buren conntyT 

Asevier, He said — he wrote — to me that one of them was in Van Enron County, and 
another— named Lewis, I believe — in White County ; the other " had gone np in the 
mountains" were his own words, as he wrote. 

Question. Anything about Ka-Klux in youc conversation ! 

Answer. Nothing to me. 

Question. In that conversation with Governor Clayton T 

Avmcer. No, sir; nothing. 

Qaeetion', His employment was only for that specific purpose! 

Ansv:er. Yes, sir; the word Ku-Klus was not used. 

Question. Was he a member of the Union League then T 

Answer. No, sir ; I think Mot, because he was a Seymour democrat and wouldn't be 
likely to liave been. 

Question. WoS'there anyparticular oathin the Union League ! 

Answer. No. sir; not what you miEht call particular, no more than an obligation to 
support the ConstitutJon, the laws of the State, and of the United States, and to support 
tho nominee of the party. 

Question. Was that all the 

Answer. That was abont all, sir, as far as the oath was concerned. 

Question. Was there an order called a branch of the Grand Army of the Kepublio 

The Witness. Herot 

Question. In Little Kock. 

Answer. Well, I believe there waa, at one time. I do not know, but I thought there 
was. I am not positive about it. 

Question. Did you belong to it ? 

Answer, I belonged to the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Question. Did you belong to it in Little Eook I 

Answer. I believe I met with them once. 

Qv4«tion, Was that a military organization 1 

Anawer. It never was my understanding that it was so. It was a fraternal organiza- 
tion of the old soldiers— the Union soldiers of the Army. 

QueatiiM, Were there not post commanders and everything of that kind T 

Antwer. 0, yea; whatthey called post commanders, the president of the organization 
or association. 

Question. Didn't they issue orders in the papers at Little Rock, calling thorn to attend 
at the meetings ! 

Answer. I could not say abont that. 

Question. Never saw auyf Who is the presiding officer t 

Answer. I don't know, I take the journal of the Grand Army of the Repnblie ; but 
I couldn't say. It was John A, l*gan, or Hancock— I think it was Hancock— I don't 
know which. It might have been Hancock. 

Question. Didn't you read the orderaof General Logan, announcing himself as com- 
mander-in-chief? 
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Aiiewer. I don't kuow. 

Queslioit. Do you read tbe republican papers f 

Ansiner. Yes, sit ; I might U.ive seen the orders. I dou't know. 

Question. Wbat waa the oath of the Grand Ai'my of the EepublicI 

ilMSWier. To support the Conatitutiou of the Uuited States, the laws of tho State, to 
BBBtain the widows and orphans of the deceased soldiets, and crippled soldiers, and 
protect each other fraternally, as brotherly. 

QaeaUon. Was it not to protect each other nnder all circumstances ! 

Ausmei: As I understood it, in a business poiut of view, they were to give each other 
assistance in preference to others tbat did not belong to them and Ladu't belonged to 
the Amiy. 

(jaesliim. Were they not to do it politically f 

Jiflgicer. No, sir ; democrats and republicans both belonged to it. I don't think there 
ever waa but three meetings, in Little Rock, of the Grand Army of the Republic— two 
or three meetings. Dou't think there bas been any commandery in tliis State, as far 
H8 my knowledge goes ; there is none reported, at least, in the Journal, and I take it. 
There were, I tliink, three meetings, and I attended them. I belonged to it in Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, and when I was in the Arioy. 

Qwestion. Was it not to support the repnblican party ! 

AneiBei: No, sir ; there was nothing of that kind in the Grand Array organization. 

Qiifsiion. Was not the Union League au orgaJiization bound to support the republi- 

Amwr. To support tbe nominee of the republican party. 

QaeeHon. Wei-e tliey not to protect each other J 

Aiiga>er. Hothing further than one citizen protecfsanother. There was no protection, 
particularly, further than the ballot-bos: or the vote. 

QHesfion, were they not to protect each other against nhat is called the En-KIns, or 
White-Camelia, or 

Aaamer. So, air, there was nothing of that kind ; there was nothing in the constitu- 
tion, or oaths, or grips, more than pledging themselves to support the nominations of 
the party, and the way tliey might know each other. 

QveatUin. Were they not to oppose the democratic party, or wliatever it was called— 
the conservative i>arty t 

Awmer. I don't kuow there was any opposition to the democratic party. It was for 
the purpose of building up the republican party and keeping them in it. 

QatetiOH. And you say in the conversations of Governor Clayton and yourself, with 
Parker, his sole object waa to find out who had shot at Mr. Wheeler, was it 1 

Answer. That was what Mr. Parker went to Clayton for; for the purpose of going np 
t« ascertain and arrest those persons. Governor Clayton gave him authority to go and 
do it; told him to go and do it,and that was all the authbrity. In fact, 1 heard all the 
conversation that took place between them, I think ; I am satisfied of that. 

QueelUm, There was nothing authorizing him to examine into any other matter, was 
there T 

Anaiuer. No, sir. 

Queation. You had never heard of auy other political society? 

Tile WrrsBss. Who! 

Mr. Gallachuk. You hadn't I 

AnsTBcr, Well, I couldn't say that. I have heard of them ever since I was a boy f 

Qtieation. Secret political societies i 

Atmeer. I don't know whether you callthemsecret or not; organizations going under 
different names. Local olGilrs had their different little rings. 

Question. But you had never heard of Ku-Klux, or White Camelia, or anything of the 
kind f Yon hud never heard of Ku-Klos ! 

AMVim: No, sir. 

Question. And it was not mentioned in the conversation T 

Ansiver. No, sir. 
. Qaeelion. You think he left a day or two after the second interview wliich ho bad t 

Anmner. Yes, sir. ^ 

Qnealion. You don't know whether Governor Claytomgave him any authority, in writ- 
ing or otherwise, except just telling him to gof 

Ansaer. I think the understanding was that, if he found these parties, warrants, or 
proper papers, would be forwarded to him. 

QueatUin. Tliat was stated iu your presence, was it ? 

^Bsuw. Yes, sir. 

Queatioa. Papers were given him ! 

Answer. I don't know. I didn't see anything given him or know that it was. Ho 
went to ascertain. If he found these parties he was to report, and Governor Clayton 
was to assist him in making the arrest. 

Qaadioii. Just reiterate jour description you gave of Mr. Parker — what you said 
before. 
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Anaica: Well, he Lad dark hair, or brown hair, round fa«o, round featared, dark 
eyes, I sbould think; about five feet eight inches high, I should judge Le was — nothing 
■ only from memory, and judging from his height. 
Qaeatioii. What kind of complexion did lie have I 

Angwer. Well, he was fair complected, not light ; an ordiuary complexion with dark 
hair— a dark-bearded man. His hair was not black, right jet black, as my recollection 
is. I will not be very positive abont that — dark hair- 
Direct examination resumed : 
Quesfion. What time did jou first hear of the order of the Grand Army of the Ee- 
pubUc in this State ! 

Anstcer, Well, that w^as about the time ; about three years and a half or four years 
ago, 

Quafion. What time the Union League ? 
Antuier. Well, that is nearly the same timo. 

Que$tioa. Did you ever know of either of those organizations issuing orders to have 
citizens here murdered f 
Answer. There never were any such orders issued, to my knowledge. 
QwesKon. Waa it any pai-t of the policy or law of those organizations t 

Angteer. Ho, sir. I oreanized twenty or thirty of them, and never know of 

QaeitUm. Ever hear of any of them killing anybody and throwing him ia a well t 
Anmcer. Never did. 

^utMiOTi. Had they any oaths in it that they had to obey the orders of superiors un- 
der penalty of death I 
Aninver. None. There were none of that kind at all. 

Question. Uow long waa it ai^er he went over there, aa near as yoa can recollect, 
until you received a letter from him ? 
Answer. About seven, about eight days — seven or eight, after he left Little Eock. 
Question. Received a letter dated where ! 
Answer. At Searcy. 

Qaestioit. How long after that before you heard of his death ! 

Answer. About three days afterward I received another, and about a week afterward 
— something in the neighborhood of five, six, or seven days — I heard that ha had been 
killed. 

Qve»li4>n~ Do you know whether the organizations of the Union League and the 
Grand Army of the Kepnblio esiist yet ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not— not this year. 

Question. Up to how late a time did they esist, to your knowledge t 
Anaieer. Well, last Ml, during the last election — canvass. 

Cross-examination resumed : 
QBesfion. Did you never hear of any man being killed and thrown into the river up 
here other than by the Kii-Klux 1 
Answer [The answer of the witness was rot audible to the stenograpber.] 
■QuMhwM Have you heard of men being killed near Augusta and fliruwn in t 
Anmeer I hive heard it reported of some men being killed over at Augusta. 
QuesUm Bv the Ku-Klux? Did you hear of their also being thrown in the river 
•and dieai pearmg and never being heard &om T 

AMwer ies sur ; I helievo I heard a report of that kind. 
Qtmii<m Is it not a part of the public history of the country ! 
Am«)er Well, I couldn't say about that. 

Qu&tvm Was it not reported the same way as the other matter! 
AnBten Well, not to me. 

Queslioii But did yon hear of the report, though, in the community ? 
Anw>et No sir ; it was told me by one n»au, 1 believo. 
Question Tbesefacta were told you f 
Ans«e Yes sir. 

QnesliOTi Didn't hear of it aa of the current news of the day ; didn't hear of it in 
the paper t 
Anavter Well, I don't remember of reading it. 
Question. Don't you think you have read it that way ? 
Answer. I don't know whether it was ever published or not. 
Queslion. Haven't you heard it the common talk on the streets of Little Eock t 
Answer. I heard of some men being killed during martial lawj over there, and thrown 
into the river ; heard that talk several times ; that is all, I behove, I remember of. 
Question. Not by the Ku-Klux ! 

AnsiBcr. Well, no ; I believe they were killed by militia. I never waa in Augusta. 
Question. Hear anything about the same kind of acts at Lowisburgk f 
Answer. No, sir; I don't remember of ever hearing anything of that kind there. 
.^Mlion. Heard of men being killed there, have you, other than by the Ku-Klust 
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The court stated tliat it faUed to perceive the relevancy of the CYidenee. 

The proseoutiDg attorney said he had permitted the examiuatioa to proceed withoat 
objection, bo aa to give the defense rope. He would he at liberty to pursue a similar 
course of inqairy. 

The Court. If the ■witness does not know anjtiiiag aliout it personally, he Lad 
better not say much about it in any way. 



n the part of the prosecution, called andswom, 

Qaestion. What is your name ! 

Answer. Benjamin B. Bradley. 

QaesHon. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. Near Searcy. 

QuestUm. How long have you resided there T 

Ansmer. Some sixteen years, I beheve, sir. 

QuesUm. Of what State are yoa a citizen, originally f 

Aitewer. North Carohna. Last of Tonneaaee, and then of Georgia. 

QaeaUon. Are you acquainted with John G. Holland ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QMition. How long have joa known bim T 

Aneaer. Some eight or ten years ; I do not remember which. 

Question. James W. EaaseU— do you know him t 
Anma: I do. 

Queation. How long have you known him 1 

Answer. A lone time. 

Question. William L. Edwards — bow long have you known him f 

Antwier. Ever since ho was a little boy— baby. 

Quettion. Where did you know himT 

Answer. In North Carolina. 

Qaestiaa. Did yon know Albert H. Parker in hia life-time 1 

Answer. I do not know that X did, sir. 

Qaeetioa. Did you know a man by the name of Captain Parker T 

Answer. I knew a man by the name of Captain Parker. 

Qaestion. Where did you know him ! 

Ansteer. I do not recollect. 

QtteBfioB. Was it before the war, or afterward ! 

Ansteer, It was after the war, sir. 

Qaestlon. You are aure it was after tbo war ! 

Anewer, Yes, air. 

Queation. In what year do you think it was I 

JiiMtlier. Well, I espeot it has been some two or three yeaia ago, 

Question. Are you kin of either of these defendants ? 

Anticer. I am to Mr. Edwards. 

Question. What to Mr. Edwards 1 

Answer. Second cousin. 

Question. Waa it winter or summer that you saw Parker ! 

Answer. I do not recollect the time of the year, sir. 

QaeatUin. How many years do yon think it was agol 

Answer. It must have been two years ago, I guess. I do not know, really. 

Question. Tou can't remember! 

Answer. I never thought anything about the length of time. 

Question. Well, when did you last see P^u-ker, tlus Captain Parker T 

Answer. I never saw him anywhere only at Searcy. 

Question. Where did you last see him there— what place in Searcy ! 

Answer. Well, I could not stato, sir, I have frequently seen him passing around the 
streets. 

Question. Were you a member of the organization coiQKionlj called the Ku-Klus 
Klan! 

Answer. I have heard of such. 

Question. Were you a member of such an organizationT 

(It is claimed by the prosecution that there is a conapiracy, aud witness declines to 
answer last question on the ground of criminating himaelt The court overruled the 
objection of the witness on the ground that it was not a criminal act, according to the 
laws of the State at that time, to be a member of the Ku-Klux Klan. Exception 
reserved.) 

Question. Just state to the jury whether you belonged to that organization iu 1869. 

Answer, I did. 
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Qveatlon. Who initiated you? 

Anaeer. I do not know. 

§1168(1011. Did yon initiate yourself! 

Anemer. No, sir ; I did not say ttia,li. 

Qavilioa. Wlio were the parties who initiated you ? 

Ammer. Well, sir, they were in disgnise. 

QtuiMan. HotT disguised? 

Aniwer. They had gowns on. 

Qae»tio». What colored gowuaT 

Answer. It was in the night, and it looked daik. 

Qaeatiaii. Any buttons on t 

Answer. Tea. 

QaeetUm. How did tlioae ROwns look? 

Answer. Tliey looked dark, I say. 

Questwn. Was anything on them? 

Anavier. Something on them tliat night. 

Queatum. Could you not see tbe faees of those who iaitiated you f 

Anaicer. No, sir. 

Qnetlion. Why! 

Asswa; Because they were (sovered. 

Question, How many of them T 

Amvier. I do not recollect now. Four or five. 

QaestUm. What kind of a room was it in ! 

Ansvier. It was not in a room at all. 

Question. Where was it ? 

Answer. It was out in the woods. 

Question. In what county 9 

Answer. White County, 

Question, How far from Searcy ! 

Anawer. Half a mile, I suppose. 

Queslion. You heard, I think, of a man known, as Captain Parker around there T 

Anawer. I heard of him. 

Question. Was it before or after yon heard of him that yon were initiated into this 
organization ? 

Ansmer. I think it was before. 

QueetiiMi. Did you learn who was the Grand Cycloje t 

Answer. I did not know. 

Qv^ion. Who was the Grand Titan ! 

An»wer. I do not know, 

Qusstian. Who was the Grand Monk ? 

Answer. I could not call the names. 
Quealion. Well,TFbat wasyou in itt 

Answer. I was nothing, for I never saw any of them bnt twice in wy life, I think. 

Question. Well, was this before or after that you heard Did yon ever hear of 

this man Parker being killed, as a matter of public rumor ! 

Aniwer. I heard of such a, rumor. 

Question. Was this before or after you were initiated ? 

Answer. It was before. 

Question. Well, sir, did you have any conyersation with Holland, Edwards, and Kus- 
seli in reference to this f 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not. 

Question. Did yon have a conversation with him how a body might be sunk in water T 

i Objection maide.) 
'he Witness. Let me ask one question. I will have to ask the protection of tbe 
court, because if there was a case pending against me I would be committed. 

The Court. You would be liable if you concealed a crime from the proper officers 
afCerwaid 

Qtiestion Had yon a couTcrsatioa with Burrow T 

Answer ies sir. 

Queatuin In reference to sinking a body T 

Answer les sir. 

Quetlmi Aiidyoudecline telling what it was? 

Answer I do 

Cross ei iminatioQ by Mr. Gallaghej; ; 
Question Did they administer any oaths to you binding you to morder any person t 
Jnmeer They did not. 

Question V/ hat was jour understanding of that ? 

AnMier The object, as I understood it, was to form a party for protection of our- 
eelvea and tbu southern people. We wauted to form a party ourselves for onr own 
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protection, not in violation of the law or anything of tliat kiud; nor for the killing of 
any person or anythiug of the kiui], and the killing of a. man w;is not named. 
Qaestioii. Was it for the protection of white people against oppressiori ! 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Queition. Aud not to attack any one 1 

JjMMer. No, sir j nut all. Merdy as defense against aggression. 
Qu£8fioH. Nut against the law ? 
Anmcer. K that had been the case I should not have wanted to belong t* it. 

Ee-esamined by Pkosbcutios: 
Qaeaiion. You say the orgauizatLon was to protect the whito people up in your 
county I 

Answer. It was white people that belonged to it, and it was for the protection of oux- 
eelvea and onr familiea. 

Questhu. What was the population of White County then f 
AnsKer. I don't know, sir, really. 
Qae&tiim. Did you have a hundred! 
itnawer. Several hundred, sir? 
QuetHon. Six hundred 1 

Ammr. Yes, sir; folly that many. , 

QiKiUon. How many black people did you have up there T 
Anttcer. I don't know, sir. 
^iiMtfon. As many as ten ! 
Answer. O, yes, sir. 
QaesUon. Twenty ! 

Amwer. Several hundred, I expect ; I dou't know mysell', 
Qneetion. How many in Searcy— you lived there t 
Amwer. I never counted them. 

QueatUm. How many do you suppose ; how many besides Ben Hiimphvies T 
Answer. A good many ; 1 don't know how many. 
QiusUon. Do yon know Ben Humphries ! 
Answer. I did know hiui, sir. 
Question. What became of Mm f 
Answer. I donft know, sir. 
Qu*»t«t», He is not there now, is he! 
Answer: I suppose not. 
Qitedtion. How many about the town ? 
Ansuier. Fifteen or twenty ; I really do not know. 
Question. How many white people 1 
Anmnfr. I don't know. 
Quesiiwi. As many as a huudredT 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
QKealiott. Two hundred I 

The Witness. You mean all, or just male grown, on the same average you made 
tlie black people in the town of Searcy T 
The Pros ECUTiNO Attorney. Yes, sir. 
Answer. It would be just guess-work. 
Quhiioii. Well, guess. 

An»wei: Seventy-five or a hundred, I guess. 

Qaestion. And fifteen or twenty black people, well, in the whole county T How 
many white people do you thiuk in the whole county^ 
Answer. Well, I dou't know, sir. 
Qv^Uon. Well, as near as you can come t 

Ajitwer, I suppose there were between twelve and sixteen hundred, perhaps. 
Quegtion. How many black people — jouhave lived in the county along timcf 
Arlawer. I do not kuow. 

QuesHon. As many as a hundred, you reckon T 
Answer. Yea, sir. 
yuosSon. Two hundred ? 
Answer. I can't say. 

QiKsHoa. Can't say there were that many f 
Atimcer. No. 
QaeBtion. Did they administer any oatU to you to obey the orders of superiors; 

Answer. Well, I believe they did. 

Queslion. What was the penalty if youdidu't; do you know or remember t 

Answer. I do not recollect now. 

Question. Don't recollect what the penalty waa 1 

Answer. So. 
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TESTIMOST OF F. M. COKIBMAN. 

FRANCIS M. CnniSMAN, a witopaa on tlio part of tlio prosepution, was cnllf-d.and 

Examined by the Prosecuting Attorney : 

Question. What is ;out name t 

Answer. Cbriismai] ia ni; iiitnie— F. M. Clirisman. 

Qaesiion. Where did you reside in 1868 1 

Answer. Searcy, White Coniity. 

Qneslion. How long had you resided there ? 

Angu'er. Abont sixteen years, sir. 

Qwealiort. Where ■were yon &om f 

Angwer. I was ii-om West Tennessee — Fayette Ci>unty. 

Question. Did you tnow Albert H, Parker in his life-time I 

Anstver. I did, etr. 

QueUUin. Do you know when he went to Searcy — aboot the time f 

Answer. Not precisely. I could state somewhere about the time. I remember he 
"was there at the time of Colonel Eoots ; the speaking was in Octu1)or ; he was there a 
abort time before that. 

(Jueslion. Do you know his bueineas there ? 

Answer, I think I do. 

Question. What was it t 

Answer. A State detective, sent there by the governor — if I was correctly informed 
by the governor. 

QtMaiiim,- What was it for! 

An»H>a: To ascertain whether there was a secret organization there, known then, or 
now, as the Ku-Klnr Klan. 

Question. Do yon know of any snch organization, at that time, there 1 

Answer. I know there were men who traversed the neighborhoods and streets in dis- 
gnise, and who were called Ku-Klnx. 

Question, Didn't belong to it yourself I 

Ansicer. I did not, sir. 

Question. Did you know Ban Humphries T 

jlKSiMr. I (lid, sir. 

Question. Washe a colored or white mauT 

JInswer. He was a colored man. 

Question. What became of himf 

Answer. He was said to be killed by the Ku-Elus, sir. 

(Mr. Gallagher objected.) 

Question. Did you know of your own knowledge t 

The Court, Let the witness tell what he knows. What he does not know himself 
is not evidence, of course. 

Question. You never heard of him after such things were said— of the negro t 

Answer. No, sir; never heard of him. . 

Question. When did you last see Parkert 

Ansiver. I think the last time I saw him was on the day — I don't remember the date 
— the day Colonel Eoots spoke there. 1 think it was in Octoiier. 

Question. Did you ever hear of him afterward ? 

Aniwer, I heard of his resurrection out of a well after he was dead. 

Quea^on. Was you present when the corouor'a inquest was held T 

Answer. I was not, sir. 

Qaeition. Was there such an organization in that county at that time known as the 
Uuioa League F 

Answer. 1 do not know whether there was or not, sir. 

Question. Were ever you a member of such an organization T 

Answer. 1 think I joined them once, some good vmilo before that ; but the organiza- 
tion was not kept up ; and I don't think there was any such organization at that time. 

Qaestion. Was there any military organization, at that time, of any kind, by the 
State authorities 1 

Answer. Not that I know of, sir. 

Question, What were the objects and purposes of the Union League ! 

Answer. I didn't understand it to be military. I thoaght it was more political. 
There was an oath swearing us to support the nominee, I joined it, and that was the 
end of it. There were not but a few republicans there ; and it was a little slow ; and 
WB didn't keep it up. 

[The occorronce of an accident, at this point, may have occasioned omission of one 
or two questions and answers.] 

QuesHoa. Well, were there any whites who were not registered f 

Answer, Not very many. . Registration in that county was pretty general. Those 
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